.
‘
’

.

. =

czo;wm_:mc

Wig v

- mo e W M e .

APTER AFTSR ACTION REPORT
PHRIOD
131 DIPOBIR 1944

_‘.N\

\ ,o 2\“ v

‘ .M w\&.“\mv. \gt\m

- ¢ ROBERT E. G'B™INN Qs

Lt Gol, 38th Cav Ren Sq ( oanVh
Gommanding,

UNCLASSIFIED




be'fttnub

Heftrand

UNCLASSIFIED

1 _Detosers  Uader continzoux rain the >qucuron devoted the morning to main-
tonancs and wreparatlon for forthcoming operatxonsn Baginning at 1300A all umits
proceedod o & new assembly sirsa at ELSIIBORN, BELGITM {924077) closing in &t
1800A. Squadron command po2st was zet up in an unussd hotel &nd Troops A, B, and
C and Compény F outpostsd the town while one platoocn of Trocp B secursd the MSR
bstwsen ELSINBORN and KALPIRHIRGEE%: (928118). ‘Troop B imoved into battery position
on the vnstern outskirts ol ¥wn and set up & Firs Lirection Center to control the
firing of that troop and proposad atachments.

, Hesdjuarters and Service Troop {resr echelcﬂ} closed in bivousc using sheds at
the eastern edge of CAMP BLSINBORN (b92083) which hed boen & well established German
firing range, the buildings alone coveriiyg several wores.

Cormanding Officers ol Troop 4 and Company F mede lieision with the units thej
s to relieve the following day.

Onu platoon cach of 8735rd Tani Destroyer Battalion and the 146th Engineer:
Battalion roported as attashmenta.

2 2 Octeber; The Squedron took up the mission of screening the assembly of V
Corpd in an ass1gnsd sons aleng the ZIEGFRIED LIRE with the 85th Cavalry Reconnais-
fance Squacron om its left (North) and the 102nd favaliry Reconnaissance Sjuadron

L om its righy (South). -

The ortire area ran to the east frcm an open, rolling, firing range similar
to Engligh meors intc densaly cultivated pine forests in warying stages of growth,
trokan by ozcagional open drawsg, filclde and strai: ht fire breaks. Due to the
voggy condition of the groand causcd by inumerabls creeks, wehicuier traffic was
genorelly lirited to the use »f establiched roads, some of which were also impasa-
2ole Jdue tu deep forde end mud. Natarelly short visibility in the woods was in many
places {urther reduced to only & or 3 feet becauss of saplings, undergrowth, and
vindfallis,

Undar command of its sxecutive officer, lst Lt. Medger, Trocp A procesded to
vicinity of ROCHERATH, BELGIWM tc vejin relief of Troop A, 4th Cavalry Squadron,
thsireby outposting the rigat porticen of the 3Squadron sector. Captain Buenzle and

nig platoon lsaders predcednd the troop to make perszonal reconnaissance of the area

tn be occupied, By 1400A the relisf was completed ead Troop A wes in position with
its firat end second platoons on the scresenline aad outposts out 400 to 500 ysrds
{orward. The command post, third clituwern and the first platoon of light tanks from

{ Company F, nttached, formed e strorg point on the high ground one mile north of

BOCH IRAYH, astride the main road runaing northesst into the SIEGFRIED LINE. Security

. patrele ware sent sast without snewy cortact.

Tho S3uedron commends: assigned tne balance of the sector to Troops B and C

{ which Were %o mAintein strong dismounted combat patrols of platoon strength fully

i eqaipped te includs 3CR 300 and 538 und machire juns. They were to operate for

i 24 hou pariocds and to be re’isved a% spproximately 1400A daily at desipgnated places
E along the scresn-lines. Proceuding slong assigned rcutes by daylight and moving into
! aampugh poaitione during darknesa, their mission was reconnaissance and the capture

. or destruction of sll enemy encountred with particular enphasis placed on the taking
I of prisuasrs of wur.

At 11C04A the flrst plateon of T;ocg B moved into its sector and with 9 men and

% oae SCR |} 10U set up an outpost at {328108) from ~hich & party consisting of Lt.

| Portorfield and 15 men with itwo 30 cal. Light lMochine Guns and radios advanced at

| 12004 to petrol deeper towird the susts By 1930A they reported that no enemy what-
i soever had been ccntacted as Tur as (984103) and that they wers going into ambush
{2t {967:04) for the n:ghto Their reports also included conditions of terrain along
[ their route. :
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Tha first platoon of Troop C anier Lte Summers; procesded rounted at 03004 to
reconnciter vehicular routes from EL3..iRORI to ?OC”,RAWH thence past Troop A, 4th
Cavalry Squedron, turning west thz,J h roods in the Troop "G" seetor, returning to
command post. They found u friendly road vlock of abatis just atove Troop A and

. returned via route tuken, reporting all roads to thet poirt in food condition but
i no pagsable roads leading through woods to the west.

At léloA Lt Boles's plztoon of ITrooup C ent our as a combat patrol to'operate’

éfor 24 aours. All reporte were na;: bive except {or the discovery of an undefendsd
i road block of abatis at (98203C).

In addition to supporting tha Fjusdron on cgll, Troop B took up positions in
battery at {932072) and reported into a Group Fire Blrcf tion Center controlled by
the commanding officer, 400th Field Artillery Battalion, & liaision officer from
which remained at the Sguedroa comzmad post. It had no fire missions.

Company F prepsrad to relisve the V09th Tank Destroyer Battalion by partici-
pating in their mounted patrole to the north and esst.

Th3 attached engineer platoon unde;r lst Lt Wiliism Trescher reconnoitered the
woods for suitable areas to lay anti-peisonncl mines und for 11kely places to start
forest firss a8 & poszible offensivs or defensive nmeusurs.

Tha Ténk Destroyer platoon remsined in énti-mechanization positions viecinity
of KLSEIBORN,

3-11 Qctobery; By patrols and cutposts the Sjuadron continued to maintain a
screen on a 9,000 yaurd front while the 28th U, 3. Infantry Division wssembled in
Camp Elsenborn. Aggressive patrolling wus continued, reveaiing that the encmy was
not active in the sector until about b October when ¢lements of the Sjuadron began
to neet his patrols. No enemy armor or aircraft were detected nor did any artillery
fall ip the Sjuadron zone Juring the psriod. Enemy obstacles overprinted on the
1/25,009 map from (967134) to (870125) wers found tc be non-existant.

Tha attached Tank Destroyer platoon remained in antinnnchanizafion positions
until 8 October when they went into batcery undsr control of Troop E,

Lt, Trescher's engineer platoon was utilized Guring the period for clearing
three vaemy abatis and one iron gate roud blocks; improving rosd to {933102), making
it passable for heavy traffic; and cons’ructing a culvert over a roai crater at
(982108). They were further occupied in conducting a road survey, reconnoitering
for possibie bridge locations and searching for enermy anti-personnel mines.

Traoop A continued its mission on the right of the sector by maintaining static
outposts and daylight combat patrols to the eust and north. Unreported friendly
antipersonnel mines rigged with trip-vires slowed down the progress of the patrols
for the first few dauys and in one case seriously wounded Sergeent Kolbenheyer. In
many instances patrols met small groups of enemy whe upon receiving fire fled and
were loat in the dense forest. On ths 4¢th of October a strong German Torce of 70
men attacked the first platoon outpost at (985074) taking two A Troopers prisoner

i and wouading another before they were driven off. A combat patrol was Jquickly

{ formed and ;ave chase, taking one prisoner of war &nd cuusing several casualties.

| Sergeant Bruostowski's reconnaissance putrol, on 5 October reconnoitered a hunting
| lodge at (003102) suspected of housin_ an enemy outpost. As they came close to
i the position a German sentry spotted thom and was shot and killed by & nerber of

. the patrol. The patrol heard a lar;e number of men approaching from the lodge,

snd witadrew. On the 7th a patrol laed Ly 38 (;eant Schulze succeeded in working

iits way to a place behind the lodge and found %telephone wire running into it.
The follow1ng day another patrol observed 15 Germans dijying-in in the same area
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' (QQO‘I‘) and’ «983122; and u ;Qotbrldﬂﬁ an.”ord at (349128)» o

asrporarily soni’ined te the bl”ﬁém o
pon sid gtsbicn With & gevere ccld durin: pericd 4.5 Qoton In hi' abscence an
e James J O'Brien, axecutivs of;*c;r,'ﬂowww'dii g Lroo 5 : '

“dard bro urht dawn‘accurata shell fire from Troop B eau@inw saversl kiown casuﬁ1+iesm: .
!11.-.@_, . : - .

sntire first plateon under Lbs Tully was then givern tne wission of ,_att“mn‘rm»

i5e d &stroy’?ne lodge wnd all the cenemy there. During the Tirs fight which, inflieted .
iseveral sasunltiss upon the Germans it wns apparent that the kok;c* on was well izg«
Jjin and fortiried and £oo s’cr-onrlwr koid by [ifty enemy to be neseulted vith half the
Cinumber, | Opn the 11% $h of Ootcbar a sguad patrel led by Sergeant Turner met.two part1ss9
lags of two men unJ ona of three and was uwe$bsf¢l in kllllné &1l five uerrans.

“he‘l@“ h Inf&ntry roved ir on the ri: zht of T'ocp 4 on 6 October taking over .
from, the 107%0nd ‘Cuvalry SqusMron. Continnsl liaision was maintained vetwesn the two,
“‘&le Ly by c On‘ﬁ;ac ] patru 18, . : ' <7 B ' o . . i" /

‘Duwring this period Troop B Gontinued operating in ‘the northern 0&"t of the sacto
Bﬁlnwxlninb 24 hour patrols end arbueh. BLations, with two platcous in strong points.
Daily contant g were a“xecteu wWith u¢rnaﬁy D, 3bth analry*ﬁeﬂannalssnnca Sjuadron
nn its laft. On the Bth of Getcber the "B" Troop cummand post, with one platoon, set
np &t (9291i9).  (n. five occesiona Troop B's patrola ran acrogs epamy per ties of from
iwo  to twelvs men whicn immsdiately Jigpersed and [led into the wods when fired upona~' X
A armur@d car esoort service was initiated betwsan the cutskirts of ELSENBORN and "
AT ERHERBLRG along the ¥SR for thé n uxpese of proteoting lone vehlcles while paasing
“Phiroughta denge ‘patech of woods in w?zun two vehicles of other units had already been
mnbushed.  Ou 4 Cctober the 2nd platoon suffered one c;aualty resulting from & brush
jwith wlkaewn nurbers of enemy in darimess, A bood dirt roag¢ was found bctween

v

»

Peport*u* neghtive resulis a pilil bax at {974137) was kept under ocbservetion )
or Two hours.  On the 10th & four: moan enemy: party as stalked and fired upon by . .
.ptof"\&hzn 3 third platoen but they I'led carrying ono cssualty and wers loste After
o five fizns the following day L. FPorterfield ard his first platoen b*ought in one '
waunded prisémer ofxﬁmra_ o '

‘Nitu thwlr Comma vl post’ ia BLSINNORY Trocp & contioued sirong 24 hour patrols’

oo

in ths cintral portaon of the sacto: haintaining outposts end arbush stations. At

1617304 Netobor the 1st Battalion, 110th Infanbry took over the Troop € outpostz

ind rdmained in poy;tlon in ptsparmu“on to assisn, with'a Jdemonstration, & proposed *

gmtxa 2k to be Warched in the 103th Infantry sector by the balunce of the 28th D1v13ionq.;

Ymns ¢ection from Troop © was liapatched o Battalion Headjuarters for ,liaision. On’

the same day 5/8gt Engelvs oatrcl surpricoed and captured & lone Cerden who ‘had been - .
‘bus of ‘a small party. On the 3th & combet pavrol under Lt, Rulen ceme upon three ¢
Germsn's ‘at {963096) . They towk £flijiv bul two were ocapiturwd, one cf which was wounded, -~
# 38 tree &batin wes d;scovarei et [536116) and shother rosd biock at (990101), the .
flatter being defended by 6 mex with s machine gua who fled after s brief exchazge of f Lo
khots. &1tb)ut being 7%ser?@q, on the dth of Qcpo“”? she firet platoon Jiscovered A
P NSy’ gtrong-points at (987100} and {Bars (8). . The sups dey the Znd nlatooa ren i
Boeross a lé«aun‘patr 1 wt (9J7lum; b&ﬁ,'iithoufh there ensusd se exchenge of fxre S

phe . smewmy wss loat im the woois. The ared (9380%9) weg fn;uu.L }e thxpkly'EOWn ‘r,f“f:'

rith Cermar AP mines most of waich wees renowed.

i

Copnein . Ly Rogers, © Trdop Sommander, was ter

' . :

Troop o remainei'in battery Hoajhiop zlt'_hh&‘mtt&chﬁd rark Destroyer platoon
nder dticostrole Inoaddition to suoporting the Spuadvon iU steod in resdiness to-
Lend 8updort to the BHth- C&I&Lf?’&&“buﬂitwdi 1% Hjomiron on the left.. At the call

of Troops A, A, and € seyara} succegeinl Vire mizvicns were conplete.. Cn the 7th

/ ' ’ 2 \
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" tratious to augment and support automatie wWeapons and riflemen on ths firal
protective line. Uost of the concentrations in the Jefensive fire plan were,
evoniually zZeroced-in by artillery forwsrd observers and the patrol -leaders.

‘The sysbtenr of patrolxxné af orded makimux coveregs of the front with routes
frequently crossipg so that patrels imade contact ahd provided additional support
to each other. - , : i

, Squadron headyuarters ~ith tho attached platocn of engineers and the head-

Juarters nd one platoon of Co. A, TDs on the 27th of October set up a command
_post in the building previously occupiad by Company F on the main road one mile
L] north of ROCHERATH@ BELGI™M (983068).

SupplemcntlnL the normal gusrd and armorea car ocutposts three Slu&dl come .
posed of the command post personnel were organized and agsigned to positions
and duties for local security. The exineer platoon was 1nc1uded in tiiﬂ plan
- and participated in severasl stand-to sxercises.

On 23 October the Suusdron freat was rasduced to 3500 yards as & result of
Captain Lake's Troop A, 102nd Gnvalry Squadron relieving Troop C and taking over
" & portion of the Troop B sector. Thé remaining sector wes then reassigned to

Troop B on the left (North), Company F in the center, and Troop A (33th) on the
rigbt (South). ) _ - s

The comnandlng of ficer was thus enablod to strengthen the line and at tha
saro tinme pull out units for treining and rehabilitation. The whole of Troop
C and, by rotetion of platoons, the reserve platoons of Troops A and B were
placed on an intensive training schedule. For complete rest «nd rehabilation
& Group Rest Center was establisned st BUTGELBACH, BELGITY, accommodsting one
officer and 35 to 45 enlizted men evsry two cays. ;

On the 26th the tbree units advanced the LR by pivoting on Troop A. lOan,
Cavalry Squadron on the left and roving Troop A (38th) aprroximately 2000 yarda
forward on the right (south) coming abreast of the forward positions of the 4th
Diviaion, The indentaticn in the line wus thus straightened out. The 4th
‘Division had relieved the 28th Division on 24 October.

Under the udirection of the Sjaadron Corraumications Officer, Captain Weickel,
an sfficient telephone net was maintained linking all units in the chain of com-
mand plus the attechments. It included lines %o outpost positionas. The system
vag supported by SOP raliic nets which were opened 1mrod1ataly upon failure of

“the tclephone. SCRs 300, 308 or 509 were cerried by the patrols which were in
oonstent communication with the SCR 603 in their troop headjuarters. )

Lt. Trescher’s en_iuser platoon continued to meintain squadron and troeop
MSRs. It constructed & 'brijge ror nsdium ‘oads at (965080); completed a shell-
precof dugout of logs for the Sjuadren ccmmand post; laid down 65 yards of
cozdaroy road for Troop: ¢ and drdined their area; installed barbed iwire in
front of the VMLR; installied AT mines across nmain roa¢ at (984087); and recon-
-txuctgd culvert, at £982104) vh;ch nad been blown by the Germens,

Bh<r 9. M10 tank destroyers attnched Troop A contlnued on iti mibs&oh in
the ¢entral zone until 25 Octobsr when it was again assigned to the right portion
of the syuadron sector sad in moving into position advenced the !'LR @o that
it was abreast of tne forwurd positions of the 2nd Battaliom, 22nd Infantry on
its ri ht (south). The tank destroyer section was attached to Troop B. The
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troop comnand post was 86t up in a house next daoor to the one it previously

‘occupa.ed on the main road 1/2 mile north of ROCH:RATH.

{ith comparatively few eneny contacts Troop A combat and ambush patrols
penetrated deep into the east. Om the 29th Lt. Dickson's patrol supported by
another led by sergeant Schulze observed a number .of enery with a M@ covering
a Jraw to the SW &t (013086). Accurate fire fram Troop E was brought down on
them inflicting several kmown casualties. On the 3lat Corporal Corrigan's
patrol again saw & MG and four riflemen at this location. The coordinates were
included in that night's fire missions of {roop E. On the game day two German
deserters made their way to an A Troop outpost mmd surrendered using American
"safe Conduct™ leaflets. They offered ruch valuable information. During this’
period all persomnel of the troop practice fired all weapons except the nrmored
car 37 gum.

Troop B, commanded by Lt. Sain, continued in its mission in the same lo-
oation with Troop C on the left (North) and Company F on the right (South) until
23 October when Troop A, 102nd Cavalry -Squadron took over all of Troop C's and
part of Troop B'as sector to the north. On the 26th when the MLR was moved for-
ward the troop was given & section of tank destroyers and assigned a larger
portion of the remaining Sguadron front with Troop A now on its right. (South).
Corbat patrols operated continually penetrating deeply into the east. On the
15th Lt. Shehab's platoon discovered that the fencing around the lodge (003102)
raported by Troop A was now completed. In obYaining this information one Germar
of & 12 man patrol ‘was wounded in an exchange of fire. On the 18th another
patrol went to the lodge to check the results of artillery fire put down by the
28th Division artillery but it was prevented from reaching its objective by two

snemy forces of which they accounted for one German killed without casualties:
.to themselves. The following day the first platoon under Lt., Porterfield en-

countersd & 26 man patrol in the same area and in t:e ensuing fire fight ~hich
caused four enemy ceawlties, Privates Martin and Tabor were wounded., After an
exchange of fire with a small eneny I‘orco on the 23rd, Lt Yontzts platoon captured:
tio Germens at (986096) and, without sutcess, left sn smbush at that location to
trap anyone who might return to look for them. A patrol again went to the lodge
two days later and the F.0., Lt. Jezo of the 76th FA Bn., obgerved while Troop

E 'fired 32 rounds into the area. On the 29th the third platoon again observed

while artillery was put on the lodge then rushed the position only to find %hat
the former stron point had been ewvacuatsd and that it had been completely de-
molished by the shelling. Several blood stains and evidence of recent casual-
ties were found., It ia of interest to note that American K Ration containers
were found there, After aelrchipg the area for 200 yards around and removing
booby traps that had been fixed on some of the dugouts, the patrol proceeded
south 600 yards where a German party was observed &nd ar-illery was placed
upor it causing casualties. eapons training, practice firing and exercises

in disnmounted patrols were conducted by reserve platoons.

Troop C remeined in its sector on the left flank (north) and continued
in e defensive roll maintaining physical contact with Campany B, 85th Cavalry
Squadron, on its left until 231200A October when the troop was relieved by
Troop A 102nd Cavalry Squairon and assexbléd st (952060) near the Sjuadron com-
mand post vicinity WIRTZPZILD, Before being relieved apgressive patrols were
active, gaining information and directing artillery fire. ¥hile seeking to

capture a priscner on the l4th the third platoon undsr Lt. Coleman passed an
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undefended road blodk at (936113) und proceedsd to (993111) where two road

blocks were discovered defunded by an AT gun, cne MG and a mortar in additiom i
to dug-in personnel., Two lone “eruans were surpriged just south »f the road blocks
and in an effort to capture them the patrol ki 1le1 one &nd the other egcaped. ‘

Artillery fire was ther ealled for and placed on the woods containing the road

blosk positions. During the night of the 16%th the culvert which had been built

~by the engineers at (982104) was blown by the enemy. The following day recon-

struction was begun. On the 19th the second platoon under Lt. Bolen was out-

posting crossroads at (968096) and providing security for an engineer work detail
w#hen an enemy putrol of § men was scen approaching with a man in civilian clothes
shom they were apparently guiding. An ambush wag prepared and ‘opened fire. The

“civilian was captured but the soldiers escaped. Fe seered very pleased to have .

been apprehsnded by Arericans and rejuested to see the secret police saying that
2@ had valusble information %o impart to them regerding the activities.of the
Germun anti-Nazi underground. He was very well .ressed and carried considerable
surs of Amsrican, Belgian and German currency.

At 2215004 October Itaff Sergeant Brown®g third platoon at (933104) ixmbushod

. %16 man enemy petrol inflicking 7 imown casualties., The third platoon remained
there for the night receiving artillery fire without damage and when the. troop

was relisved on the following day it split into two groupa and returned via

' separate routes bringing in terraln ,and eneny information.

’

Stroasing mrinterance of ordancs, vchicles and radios and personal hygiene

, on the 24th, the balance of thg month was devoted to an intensive training

schedule., This included the processing of all personnel through a LG 1000"
range and the firing of all weapons, stressing practice with the 60M! mortar.

Exercises were conducted in (a) the dismounted platoon in the attack of a position

using live uortar and riflo grenade armuni tion (b) patrolling supported by mortar
emphasizing teamwork, control and formations (c) occupying dug-in defensive
positions on.a MLR stressing the selsction and preparation of positions and the
full use of grazing bands of fire .ith maximum coverage on a final protectivo '

" 111!3. N

§ ' . |
On the 30th Troop C moved to 4 new loca+1on &t (984062) just soxth of the
Squ&dron command post v:uunity of ?of‘“ERATH, '

Troop E remained in batlery 1n 5".SENBORY prior to 27 October 7hen it moved
to (953059) ,vicinity of WIRTLFELD, BJLGIUM and again went into battery position
ogcupyin; the dug-in command post recently vacated by Squadron headjuarters.
During the period the trcop fired 314 rounds of amrunition on support missions,
registration of offensive and Jefensne concentrations, and mght h-u’rassing

- interaictory fire migsions.

i The 78th FA Bn and the 62nd Armored Artillery Bn, vwhich relieved the 76th
on the 30th, were in support of ths 102nd Cavalry Groip. Their fire plan was
closely coordinated with that of Iroop b and their F.0, officers, one of which
was attached to esch line troop, went out daily with patrols and performed ex-
asellent work in obsérving for Trocp « as well as for theoir own guns bringing =~
down quick and effective fire on ensmy units and installations. This close A
support greatly increased the efficisncy of the patrola by the confidence it
instilled in the wxa, Their air O,P. was also made,available to Troop E and was
-uged to good advantage on ssveral fire missions. Artillery missions during the
period *ﬂcreased the pumber of Germen casualties and undoubteily made it quite
4iffs: it for him to set up his Jefensive positions. ‘

. Troop E also carried on a& gchelule of training which included plotting,
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réoord;h - deying of batt ery, use of 6rayhzcal firing teble, fire orders for
dl!e”t fwre and bun drlli. ] ’

Company F x-emamed on the right until 25 Cctober when Troop A took cver
thut ares. with a ssction of S.P. tank destroyers attached it was then assigned
the sector above Troop A with Troop B on its lsft (North). The command post was

~got up in lodge st (967075) approximately €00 yards of its “ormer location. The
- MLE moved forward 1200 y&rds in this sector cnd aligned v¥ith adjacent umits.
“All the tanks were immobilized in vitinity of the cormand post anl the company

operated Ly use of normal infenwy methods-remaining in this new location through
the end of the month. Patrols and unvush parties were in. continuml operation.

On»thé morning that the compiny estiblished its new defensive line Lt.
Cullinen, of the third plitoon, wis placing nis mon on temporary outposts to

 scresn the uctivities of the rirst platoon digging-in «hen & German force of

goout 30 men opensd up vith machine uns, rifles and machine pistols from &n

smbush positicr H0 to 100 yards away, Tec 4 Schandelnier was instantly killed,
3gt Paeper was wounded und captured by the vpemy 2nd Tec 4 Soyez and Pvt Qualey
were wounded. Tec 5 Bravata ulytin;uishad himself by rescuing Pvt Jualey umisr

- lirect machine gun fire. .

- On two occasions prior to the 25th enemy patrols attempted to enter out-
poets nder cover of darlmess .nd sach time they were driven off. On the 27th
Lt. Pepper, Compuny’b.eca+1va 0fficer, was badly cut abeat the fece and arms and

evacunted as a result of the accidental explosion cf & tetryl blastlng cap whlls
" he wms preparing an anti.personnel izime with trlp wire, :

-Dur ing; the month of October ths Squaaron lLedical Dectachment under command
of Captain Canter and assisted by Cuptain Grosboll, in addition to mormal sick
call, attended to & total of 53 non-kettle casualties and 16 battle casudltles
comprised of ome killed .n ECthn, 10 ~oundsd in action and 5 battle injuries.
By the use of unoccupied houses the aid station, combined with & well organized
infirnery which accomrodated sickein-quartere putients, was maintained through-
out, rmoeving from ZLSUTORN e (978050) in ROCUZRATH on the 27th. Irmunization
ageinst smallpox and +he monthly physical inspection comrenced on the 20th was
sompleted on the 26th. Prevision was wade for eys inspections and the procure-
xazt of plusgeg. Thore in need of dental atiention were transported to the

rcip dentist at BUTGERB.CK, BalGIUM where fscilities included the repair and
prcc wement of dentures wnd pxateao :

Hsadqu&rters and Service Troop (Rear ichelon} continued to servics the
31uadron from CAMP BLSENTORN until the 27th when it moved te WIRTZFELD whers it
occupied geveral builcdings inciuding the school house and recreation hall. -All

"premises teken over fur use wers rajistered with the Civil Military Police at

BUTGANBACH. In this re# location the varicus sections operated mach more
efficiently Jue to the stclter and housing. 'hile there &ll personnel of the
treop were organized into a Mobile Reserve communded by the Troop Comminder,
Captair Marvel. It consisted of @ Reserve headjuarters and two platoons, one
commanisd by the S~ 4 officer, Captain Crooks, and the-other by the Sjusdron

Motor Cflicer, Lt. Barrov, All personnel were to carry om with their normal duties

snd be ready upon immediate order to proceed to & designated alert area from where

they were to Le disputchad on order of the Sjusdror Carmander to whatever line
unit needed their support. The iobile heserve Copiunder and the platoon leaders
mede w porsonal reconn:icéance of the alert n¢ triop areas after which 2 practice
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- m\,kly PX rat;.ops ,md the usasl  ratui tous tobacco issue werse- procare“d and 3
is.‘;tr:muted to the wits by the S50, Lt. Jeber, On two occasions the /Lwricm

Red Cross donated 1809 donbhnuts to the S4uauran. Movies were shown in the town. ..

rscreaiion hall usad by the tmup for mess ard were scheduled so thet e maximum - -
‘mmloor of mon from all units v TOrY able to atterd '

o b("')‘OBER*—GEIIm RAL

 Very httle enemy a;- uillerv Was reoarted to have fallen in the zone &nd thab

,ii'sf lictad no carage or ofgusltien gpon the ajuadron. On the 19th 50 to 40 rownds

ii

n&ate 4 to be. L)ON:M foll 200 yrrds rorth of (982105). HLSTNNORN ,.m3 subjected

to & :Balling om “‘he night of the 21st. Thizty rounds fell in and about the 85th - :

=

‘:{f'iéld“xuspltal ki sling, Lt Fraac.ei Slunger. she was first Amorican nurse to die '
in mt;uvx in the 1.T0., T ‘ i h o

Beg; mmnb 22 ‘October robot wxnol wers scen and heard daﬂy at fre;uent in-
tervals by~ qay xnx nzgh by trava'!mb~ wegt and northwest, - '

).:mdenth ied aircraft wire heard. 17 nights out of the month but nons wers

| '“dyortﬂ»c. seen or heard.by dey. On the nifght of the 16th a JUB8 eraghasd into a

First U, S. Aroy Enb:.neer DPrup BOO yards from the Rear Gchelon bivouac at CAMP-
EL2ED J”RN F ol lling ite four- orcupar;tx and setting flz'e to @ small ga soline dump:

T Ram foll almost dulv anji fm juent heavy 1‘%3 further dscreased vmibllity .
“'in che woods.. 'l‘he m..ud.y condition sf the g;m.md made some roads and ;ords 1m==vr

peasecble,.” |

- Enlisted peracmnel from the 41 e* Replacemant Dapot ware tempor’&rilv assxgned
tu the. Squadron for training and were ejuslly distributed among the line troops

- whare they proved to be holpful ard received front line experiznce and in some
. cages Datile imnoculation. ~ 30 men wers reccived on the 19th, ‘hen they were re-.
urded on ‘the 24th 60 more were nenﬁ"in., . .

N

A I ki tch.ens co”xtmuad %o s=rve hot meal- to unitg at or near the commxnd

Lis. Colemang Dickson and Jecr reburned from hospital to duty. The latter

e had been wWounded' 1n actmn and - I.t. Coleman h&d been sick in hospltal.

_ I'ha Group Cozmnanda. , Cole Tfvun A. Dolph, 1II, pressntec awards to members
of ‘the Saukdron at two formel corcrionics, These were accompanied’ by music of
the V Corps band, formzrly the 102nd. Gav: lry Group band, 'mder direction of Band

 Lewjer GO Rech. Thoso daﬂoru’ed vore us follanfs' .

V:.cmlty of ELSENBORN, 3 .LAI'L ~ & ‘Gotober 1944

’ cgptaln Robert L, Marvel, Eq & sv Troev Commander - Soldlers "cdal

~ 1st Lt Oliver “.P. Pepper Jr., Exegutiv: Officer, Company F - nronze Jbtar .

"1st Lt George R. Barrow, syuairon kotor Officer - Bronze Star

Sergeant Narren Jo Hamlton Hq & Sv Troop - BrOnze Star

WOJG Curroll L. Barnett, Asst Squadrom. sotor Officer - Bronze Ster - . B

| A\

- POStE.--Elonente on- am;pc}st Wers -issved 10 dn T rationms  wnv those on putrél atée "
) K ratmnso . . '

b
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Teo 4 Peter R. 4 AnPTOENo, Hq & 3v Troop - Bronze Star
Tec 5 Denver Stone, Hy & Sv Troop - Bronze Star

" Vicinity of WIRPZFELD, B3L5IUY - 30 October 1944

Lt Col Robert E. O'Brien Jr., Squadron Commander - Bronze Star

Captain Charles E. Rice, Troop B Commander - Silver Star

‘2nd Lt. Warren F. McCray, Plstoon leader, Troop A - Bronze Star
"~ 1lst Sgt Kldon A. Mouk, Troop K - Bronze 3tar

Sgt Fred Briglio, Troop A = Bronze Star
sgt Welter L. McTague, Troop B « Bronse Star
Tec & Kingmanvxb_xnapp. llad Det - Bronue Star
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