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1l - 2 Bovember:; The 8quadron continued in its mission along the SIBGFRIED
LINE Tn the MONBCHAU FOREST mainteining a defonsive soreen. The bouniaries of the
agsigned seotor remained the same as &t the close of Ooctober rumning due north from
& poiat one mile above ROCHARATH, BELGIUM. Troop A, 102nd Cavalry Sjuadron bordered
on the left (north) and elements of the 4th Infantry Division om the right (south).
On November 4th, the Hth Diviszion replaced the 4th Division. The command was dis«
posed with Troop B on the left, Company F in the center and Troop A om tho right.

The 8juadrom Command Post was situated on the mein road one and one half miles out
of ROCH:RATH to the north at (983068).

Continual improvement was made on the VLR by changing the location of same of
the positions to provide bettsr fields of fire and concealmsnt; sand bagging and
providing owerhead oover; digging communication trenches; laying barbed #ire en-
tanglements along the entire front and around the outposts; and msunmg f syse
tem of waraing trip flares. .

The operation of deeply ponetrating and aggressive patrols from each umit on
the line resulted in a minisum amount of enemy patrolling thus preventing his dis-
covery of the location of the Squadron MLR or outposts.

On the morning of tho 9th elements of the lst Battalion, 395th Infantry of
the 99th Division began to move into the ares to affect relief of the entire ajuad-
ron in its prepared positions. Except for 2 Troop C outposts the changeover was
completed by 1930A hours, and the Squadron made preparations to prooeed upcsi a new
mission the following morning. An offioer juartering party from esch troop was
dispatched unier Captain Frink, S-2.

In addition to keeping the Sjuadron MSRs in ;ood repair during the period the
attached 2nd plutoon of Company B, 146th Cambat Engineer Battalion swept roads feor
mines in the forward arema in preparation for mounted operations; removed enenmy -
booby traps from road blooks at (003099); constructed a culvert in the Troop C
sree; amd built a 1000" M.G. praotios firing range. In most cases jefensive anti-
personnel mines along the outpost line were removed and repluced with M9 trip
flares. All small arms and automuc woapons of the platoon were practios fired.

Headjuarters and one platoon of Campeny A, 893rd Tank Destroyer Battalion
(S-P) remined in anti-mechanization positions east of Squairon Headguarters. Ome
platoon continued in battery providing indirest fire support. One ssction was
atteched to esch of Troop B and Company F until the 3rd whon that platoon Was re-
lieved ani replaced by one from the 628 Tank Destroyer Battalion (S«P). After
receiving relief orders on the 4th the entire oampany proceeded on its new mission
making & night march. Enroute the orders were revoked and the company returned to
the Sjuadron area arriving st daybreak and resuming positions ageinst possible
eneny mechanisation. The company was relieved on the 9th except for ome platoon and
& seotion which prepared %o move out with the Sjuadrom. Troop A continued to de-

" fend in ite portion of tho lins minteining contact on the south first with Compsany
A of the 23nd Infantry Resiment then ut'u Co I 39th Infantry Regiment.

During this pericd the Troop A patrole made few close enemy contacts but only
observed Gormans at a distence, sometimes putting down artillery on them with une
known results. Patrols reported the disooviry of hostile machine .un positions
which had been recently improved at (015088) and (012083). Wiile mp‘oﬁn‘ his
MLR Captain Buenzle, the Troop Commander narrowly escaped injury when a Robot
Bomb fell and exploded 160 yards from him. The Troop was relieved on the 9th by
elemants of the 335th Infantry and sassembled in preparetion for new mission.
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With & asation of M~10 Tank Destroyers attached ‘rroog B defended on the lef.t
maints .uing tritast wita Trovp A, 102nd Cavalry and interlocking its flelis of fire
on the ¥LR with that unit end #ith Canpany F on its south., The Troop commeand pos%
se3 :ituatsd in the foreat at (977088).

Ur. the .ni ind 3rd of liovember the 1t and 3rd platoons of ™roop 7 reccnaciter-
ed the Troop * wree in vicinity of thu lodge (003102) in preparation for taking up
positivng thire during 3 proposed iivsrsionary demonstration supportin; a 2th
Divisicr att. ¢ to the 3outh, he plan for this attack was later revoksd. Om the
sazs Jey & prorol frav. Co puny F 102pd Cuvalry 3jusdron ran into ap onamy antie-
pera.nral mirs fiald in the T ocop I area suffeoring; two casualties.

Tie 2nd plotoon of T. oop B commendes vy Lt. Yontz was reccnnoitering to -the
northenst at 11001 hours sn tne 4t whem vhe point party under S/sgt .hittard
errive: at t.2 ed o of a axaw (000L03) on tha far 8ide of #hich a party of GermAns
wag ap:ottad (iling out of the woods. .iithout having -beem seeu the point deployed
and teving up conosaled pusitions nhell its firs until the 18th Germmn in file saw
S/Sgt ‘hittare end siouted a warning. The sergs:nt shot him, wheruipon the point
opensd up #i%.  intense small arms firs at & range of 40 to 50 yar.s. The balance
of the nlatoorn cure up and joined fi. A% this moment Lt. Zolner, the F.0. with
the wliwl, sdjusted ar artillery concentration in the woods out of which the enemy
perty ".ad emerged. All 18 of the Germans wvere killed or wow ded. Althouzh the
Germans returrel {ire snd minaged to et one machine pun into vperiiioan no cesualties
were s3uf'fered by the Jnd platoon. Ons woundeld corporal was carrisd to the § uadron
aid stition where he aetatel that his patrol had econsisted of 20 picked mwn from all
unite of the 77th Battalion and that it was the only one of its type in operation
along the 10ind Cavalry Group fropi: No enemy patrols were encountered after thias
engagorent .

Traoop B +es r:lieved at 0615004 Noveudber by Troop ¢ and azsenbled near the
Syus iron Comnand Post in the area vacated by Troop ¢ at (934062). The balance of
the partod was devoted to aa intsniiwve training progrur as well as a detailod
property shoe-down inspection conducted by & board of three officers.

Troop C continued training in Sjua iron rsserve .ith its pletoon bivoumcs
positioaned s.- that thay proviicd & line banind Troop A snd Company F, The command
post occupie : the farm houss on the northern outskirts of ©OCH RATH, BILSTIM at
(987964}, Havin_ bven previously familiurized .ith the terrain and positions by
plotoon patroals, the troop relievved Troop B in all of ite positions on 6 N,venber
and carrisd on in tho uefense of that seactor.

In the Sth Lt. Colemun with his 3rd platooa and 6 men fram Troop B aearched the
area ot (000103} where 18 Germuns hai been ambushed or the 4th by ™roop B. Although
they found c.meclusive eviaenos of the &ction that had teken plece, the ares had
bsen clearel of the dead ani vounded. On 8 Noverbor a friendly civilien sspionsge
agent from Corps Hy wis ej3corted throu h the 1ILR bofore daybresk. ile returnei that
night sith v -juable enuy information. mxcept for twWo outpost positions Troop C
was ralieved at 0913004 by Co C, 13t Battalion of the 335th Infantry, and propared
for movement -:n & new nission.

Troop ¥ rerdined 4n vattery in support >f the Sjus ron at (9563060} 2 3 miloes
southsmat of .L. MZORN, B4"SIUM. Besides -issions which were uvalled for by the
units on the line, mnightly sarsssing firus weru put Jown. On the night of 7 No-
vember Lt Allen, exscutive officer, condiotod & class in artillery forwari obger=-
vation msthois Zor Lhe offioers and NCOs of Troop B. This was {ollowsi on the 9th
by senasing practice with actual “iring on tergsts for.arl of the ViR,
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Com F continued in the defense of the central sector with one section
of ta egtroyers attazhed. All of tho ocompany's light tanks were disposed in
the vicinity of the command post at (987076) covuring the roads apainst possible
attack by hoatile mechanisation., The KLR and outpost positions were meintained
by norms.; dismounted infantry means such as were being used by PTroops A and B
on its flanks, although its sector was smaller thun theirs due to the lesser
number of petsonnel in the orgenization of the light tank campany.

A patrol led by 5/Sgt Bielicki discovered a German machine zunm nest at
(999081). After fire from the ¢2nd F. A. had been adjusted upon it the position
wag agssulted by the patrol but the ccoupants ‘had fled and were lost in the woods.
Other daily patrols made no further contaots except for individual enemy soldiors
cbservedi in the distance,

On the 7th Lt. Pepper, Executive QOfficur, returned to duty from hospital
sfter having boen treated for injuries sustained in October,

Company F was relievsd by Canpuny A, 395th Infantry snd piepared for move-
ment upon & new mission.

Operating from sa infirmary set up in a farm at (979050) in ROCHEZATH, the
3juadron Medical Detachment carried on with routine duties including the treatment
oI the sick 1n juarters and the conduoting of uasily ®ick c¢all, Typhoid vaccine
inoculations of all porsonnsl in the sjuadron was commenced on ine 4th of lNovember
and campleted on the 7th.

Headjuarters and Service Troop (Rear Bchelon) operated fram \WIRTZFELD, B<L-
o1uM TO55048) and ocontInued to supply snd servioe the Squadron, The Squadrom
Motor laintenance platoon comploted & successful experiment in the lowering of
the 60 cal mchine ,un ring mount on ths }8 armored car turret, which greatly
shortened the silhouet*s of the wshicle and made the machine ua more effective
againat sround targeis. '

During the period 2 movies and a GI show were presonted fo: porsonnsl of the
. Squauron available to attend. Gratuitous issues of ciparettes and tobacso and

FX rations were distributed., Soldier voting facilitivs were closed and subnitted
to the 10Znd Cavalry Group Voting Offieer on Ilovember 8th. On “he 4th 59 exnlisted
men on DS with the 3jwadron for training were returned to the “ist Replacement
Battalion and 50 now ones picked up and iistriouted to Troops /, B, C and Co F.

10 November: Lleavin; small parties to assist the relievir; battalion in

- learnIng the seotor peculiarities, the 3jua.rom began movemont 'n a heavy snow
storm to its newly sssined ares in vicinity of MONSCHAU and MUNZENICH, GI7TATY,
the first elements clvaring the I.P. at 07304 howrs. The wit ommandors
sccompanied the Sjuadron Coomander and the S-3, Major Ldgerton, on & persomal
raconnalssance l.uving at 0600A.

By 1300A 8.l units of the 24th Cavalry Sjuairon had beun ri¢lieved exoept for
Troop A and ths 33th Squadrom was azain in position on & defensive line extond-
ing spproximaely 9000 yards from MON3CHAU through MUTZ &1CH to n point above
KON4EN STATICH, GERMANY, with 102nd Cavalry siuidron on the left (north) and the
Srd Batialion of the 396th Infantry on the richt (south)., Lt, Peterfrewmd re-
ported as lisison officer from the .396th Infantry Rogiment. The S'uadron took
over for ite command post the postof: ice at 1'0° SJIAU, '
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Captain Goetchous, commnding officer of Detachment I-4, of the American
kilitary Govermment of the MONSCHAU District reported to the Squadron Commander
and outlined polioies regarding civilian-soldier relations. Yuring the period
the Sjuadirem occupied the area this Jetachment w:.s most coopsrative and helpful,

Troop A proceedsd to vicinity of KONZEN STATION and relieved elsments of
Troop B, El‘s Cav:lry Syusuron with the 3rd platoon around the stationm while the
balence of the troop remained in assembly near PRINGHAUS (939263) waiting to re-
lisve Compémy A 2974h Enginoers the following day. To familiarize them, twenty
men were distributed among the engineer positions extending NE frow the station.
Its attached Tank Destroyer platoon was disposed oovering the main routes of
appreach, .

Separating into platoons &t s break-down point Troop B relieved Troop B,
(less one platoon) 24th Cavalry Sjuadron in their pr'oTn%’po;iﬁ.m on the right
of Troop A with the troop cammand post in the upods at (933228), 1 § miduy west
of KOMZEN, GERMANY,

Arriving in MONSCHAU 1200A hours h‘g_& C commenoed relief of Troop A, 24th
Cavalry Sjuairon in prepared trenches om the hill directly avove the eastera odge
of the tomm., hile the trenches were being oocupied Pvts. Holsman, De Rensio and
Moon were wounded by one round of & hostile mortar oconocentration whioh fell inte
the tremch. The troop command post was established in & house at (942184).

Troop i took over from its corresponding unit of the 24th Cavalry Sjwkdron
and the 's?i'uuult guns wnt into battery in readiness to suppert the S8jumdrom.

wg_?% assembled at the town hall in MONSCHAU from where tanks were ils-
pat outpost the towmn at its approaches from the north, south and the draw
from the east #hore the attuched section of tank destroyers were employed. The
oampany headjuarters octupied & house at (9542184) and an exce.lent maintenance
shop was procwred in an ompty garage.

The Sqyua.ron Medical Detachment found and occupied excellent accommodations
for an infirmary iR & large house next door to the post office.

The attached platoon of the 146th Combat Enginesr Battalion billeted in an
wmocoupied tavern in the towm and began assisting the troops with plans for in-
stalling dbarbed wire and trip flares.

Headjuarters and Servios Troop (Rsar Echelon) establighed itself in a partianlly
abtndono% Taotory at (TSEZ88Y In 5 , BELOIMM,

.i~30 Novewber; The Sjuadron ocantinued to maintain & defensive screen on
the 1Tne WONSCHAU-HUNTZ NICH-KOHZEN STATION. During this period all positions
were stoadily improved and alternate emplacsments prepared. The work of install-
ing hoavy barbed wire entanglements continued until the entire front was cowvered
and 811 outposts and positions encircled. The ontire sector wus found to be heavily
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planted with frienuly an:i-personnel mines :‘ixed with trip wirvs. In ino 3t oases
theee were repleced with warming groumsd +nd rockut flares.

The nature of the terrain in this sector was ontirely diffurent from that in
the pravious wiocded ared ococupied. Vieibility was ;o0od up to ten miles unier clear
atmospherio concitions and this was enhenced by the ocmtinuous presence of snow on
the ground, J\ctivity by work parties ani patrols was lisited to darimess and
periods of mist and fog.

i field telephone system was immediately put into operation with & BD=72 s+itche
bosrd at Sjuairon Headjuarters. Cammieation was estatlighed Lotween all heade
juarters including these of adjecent units with supporting radios on listening
watah in the event of failure. Dwing the poriod an estimmted 60 miles of wire
were laid, wuch of which was used to replagw that destroyed by shell fire. The
wire <rews conajeting of two sngineer soldiers of the attached platoon and the
troop communicition sergesnts aad elestricians performsd an exoellent job of :
maintenance iuring all times of the Jay ind ni_ht and often under heavy shelling
and direct enemy machine un fire.

The rescanaissance troops were iuthoriied axchango of 60MM for 81MM mortars
on 26 November leaving thum with 4 810U end 2 S0MM. Treining of guners and for-
ward observerg was begua at once. The mertars were duge-in and registered in oo-
ordinstion «<ith the artillery omoentration plan. The S60MM wmortars were placed
to be used for projecting illuminating flares in frant of the OPL.

_ n the llth of lioverder Troop A compluted the relief of Company A, 297th
Cowbat sngineer Battaliom and occupled an ares ocuntering around KONZEY STATION,
GSRMANY with Troop B, 10dnd Cavalry $4uniron om its left and Troop B, this equAi-
ron on its right. The character of the terrein over the entire troop sector oone
sisted genertlly of opsn rolling country broken by cultivated ficlds and pastures
bordsred by hedges. These were not of the Mormndy type of hedgebank but were
morely intervoven shrubs offering conovalment but little cover. The broad highe
way emsrging from the Germun huld town of KOULE! 700 yards to the front was ocut
by a frienily mine field and road block as well as by an enemy road block. This
wap ade jurtely covired by the attached platoon of self propelled Tank Destroyers
snd the KLR cross fire.

To improve obssrvation and to _ain better fields of fire along the firdd
protective line the LIR was moved forward on the 1Tth. At first light on the morne.
ing of the 13th Lt. lcCray deteoted & 6 man Germam patrol approaching his newly
occupied strong point position in & house at (952233). He warnmed all rembers of
his platoon to hold their fire aund iireocted his machine punner at a windos to
follew the patrol in his sights. .hen the unemy emorged from the comocealmsnt of
2 hofige into open growmd only 70 yards fram the house, the lisutenant direoted
the machine gunner to place a short burst in fromt of sad bohind tUw patrol. This
pinned them to the ground. Further dbursts {ired in the direction of any movemsnt
eventuslly oaused them to lie still. Thereupmm Lt. KeCray ordered them to rise \
and com towsrd the house. All six of the Jermmns left their mapons and surrenivr-
ed. (ne was slightly woumded in the leg.

A third platoon outpost captured one Germwn un the night of the 2lst. e
stated that he had dbecoms lost fram & reconnaissance patrol. At first light on
the 23rd a :wnber of & hostile patrol oirrying & pack radio was captured near
KONLEN STATION. A deserter swrrendsred to the 2ad platoom 27 November,
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Pvt Bellotti #aa killed on Nowmber 19 from the mccidental explosion of an
anti-posrsoanel mine which he was removin;. ‘

T:e Troop A commnd post displaced forwerd on the 22nd to (94928b) near
KOBZ PN STATIOR to praovide room for slemsnts of the 6th Armoered Division to move
into supperting positiomns to the rear in the event of onemy counter attack,
Patrols continued to operate by day and pight with few close ensmy contacts.
Cpl Pace with four msn made & night patrol to CR (943228) and verified the faot
that houses there were cocupied by the enmuy. Another night patrol wder Cpl
Grove iworked its way to within 75 yards of a house at (949227) and ocbserved
Germens in an4 about the place. Artillery and mortar wers brought dom on both
of these positions, During tho :eried listening posts were mmned during dark-
ness and foggy weather at (961256) (948288) and (952225),

Troop B continued to improve its positions on a 3600 yard fromt with Troop
A on T%s &!’t and the 2nd platoon of Carpany F on its right. Un the 13th the
platoons were shifted from the positioms taken over fram the 24th Cavalry Sjumde
ron 30 as to close a 1500 yard gap between the 2nd and ¥rd platooms. This gap
had been oowvured by lateral patrolling through a wooded area containing enti-
personnel mine fields. Agsim on the 20th of November the entire troop NIR was
advanoced out of the woods thereby shortenin; the line by 500 yards and allowing
for interlocking bands of fire om the final protective line, The troop command -
post moved from the woods to & house im MUTZSNICH, GERLANY et (932201).

Troop B patrols were aotive by day and night mking few close enemy comtacts
but gaining muoh information regarding the ensmy, his movements and his installe-
tions. Oune S-man patrol comman.ed by acting 3gt. Staffanson proceeded into KONEN
to dotermine the looution ememy positions there. Arriving at & point on the main
road (951224) at first light, a German sentry chullenged them to halt, Jtaffane
sam, in the lead, shot and killed the challenger, after which three machine ;uns
fired upon him. He ordered his men to withiraw while:w ungaged the ensmy and in
so doing was hit and fell and is now missin; in action. The two men were able to
return safoly and accurately plotted fowr enumy positioms.

After a patrol had found tho pill bex at (944207) to be unoccupied, on the
night of the 22nd the Troop B commndar, Lt. Sain, with a party consisting of nine
of his wen sapi Lt. Krupniock, the engineer platoon leader, and nine of his men,
proosedsd throu.h a system of :vuexy anti-peracnnel and anti.tank mines to the pill
box, They placed a charge of 200 pounis of ™T and completely demolished the box.
Agein on tho 28th & pill box at (945213) was destroyed. Sgt. Oxwohem, in charge
of the demolition putrol, narrowly escaped injury when & Germn anti-porsonnel
mine was trippod as he crossed over thy dam at (944211). Investigation revealed
the area arounl the Ja: and pill boxes to be covured with a pattern of mines.

Near both pill boxes several Teller mines were exploded by sympathetic detonation.

A four man patrol led by Cpl Brown oocupied & listening post at (945218) and
another covered the road between (960218) und (948211). Both patrols distributed
"surrender” oirculurs and copies of the jtars aci Stripes, and reported the sound
of vehioulur movement and lights i: IMGANBROICH. On Thanksgiving night a patrol
under Cpl Borsello uiscovured a reported pill box at (944202) to be an enimy ‘
oooupied house., The assault guns were ajjusted on it scoring six direct hite

" after which no movument was ouserved.

Troop ¢ continad in its trench positions on ONSCHAU bill coordinating the
B '
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MLR #ith the positions of Corpany F whose lst platoon was on the left (north) and
its 3rd in the draw on the right (socuth). During the poriod a strong machine rum
position was Jug-in under cover of darimess woll forward and was flanked by listenw
ing posts farther out with a commanding view of the terrain to the front which cone
sisted of treeless, rolliang sountry owerlooking the enmexy held town of MiNZARATH,
GERMANY to the direct front and the Dragons Teuth of the SIEGFRI:D LIE rumning

of £ to the northeast. The ontire front and outpost positions wero secured by barbed
wire entan,_loments sand warming trip flares.

On the 26th a night recunnaissance patrol proceeisd along an assipned route
to 8ot up A listening pest in the house at (952189). Approaching the house from
the north Fvt Roland West stepred on & Oermen AP mine which sevorely wounded him.
After administering first aid to the wowmied man Syt Banediet, the patrol lesder,
in attempting to lift him set off anothur mino which killed Pvt .fest and severely
wounied the 3gt. Add men were summoned and brought in the casualties which also
included Pvis Haloy and Panek. .

A Troop C daylijht patrol unisr 8/52t Brown of the lst platoon went as far as
(902191) nesr Ml :RATH on the 23rd and Jiiscovured heavy barbed wire and AP mine
fields. Tho following day Cpl Ridge took a p.trol to the same irea maliing & more
extansive reconnaissance and discovered & hostile ovesrvation post on which they
adjusted artillery fire. On the 28th & night reconnaissance putrol led by Cpl
Jones found § enemy occupisd houses at (I486) and a defended mine field at
(947192). This patrol also saw un B-men Gorman patrol moving west and attempted
%o trap it betwsen the outposts and themsslves without success.

On the morning of 24 November S/Sgt Joseph Browm was killed by the aociiental
discharge of an aerial warning flare .hich he tripped of ¢ iwhile inspectin; his oute
post positions, S/5¢t Brown had besn under consideration for & buttlefield pro-
motion to ¢nd lisutenant and had been commanding the lst platoon since the evac-
uation of Lt. Summers Jue to illness. The platoon was taken under command of Lt.
O:iirien with S/Sgt Llewellyn as plazoon serysant.

Troop i .Jug-in its FDC and organized san offonsive and defensive concentration
plan W&Ks regiatered. All {ires <are cooriinated with the 62nd FA Battalion
w#hich #as &lso in support of the Sjuairon, beiny attached to the 102nd Cavalry
Group. Forward Observors from both units were established among the OPL and went
#ith patrol missions. Lt. Slovacek andi 3 men took up & forward observation post
aith the left (north) outpost of Compuny I, 96th Infantry (94341816) on the hill
south of INSTHAU offerin. an exosllent viow of the right portion of the 3jm.iron
sector and the draw in fromt of MENJARATH., On the 20th a forward OP was ostablished
under cover of darkness at a Troop C outpost (946186).

Throyghout the puriod the assault ;uns ani the &2nd FA Battalion completed
many direot support fire missions which were aijustsd by forward observers, patrol
leadars, and outposts, scoring direct hits ind causing known casualties and de-
struction to the enexy. PW reports revealed that Germans were killed and wounded
by direct Lits on mess formations, listriouting points and strong points in the
visinity of KONu iN and INGENBROICH and on hostile patrols ani observation posts.
Nightly inturdiectory harassing missions wore lired moat of which ware plunned on
the strength of information reesived from patrols, S-2 and PW reports. A total
of 5332 rounds were fired by the assault ;uns of Troop E during this period,

Company F was disposad with the 2nd plitoon om the left tying-in with Troop
B and 'covergng the MOKSCHAU railroad station; ono seotion of the lst platoon on

T
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the huirpin turn covering the draws <o the north and the northeast amd the other
sectica at tho plown-out bridge and 1iid on the highway to IMGENBROICH and in
contact with Troop C un its right. The 3rd platoon ani the attached seotion of
Tank l'estroysrs outpostod the draw vpteriag MONSCIAU fram the eust and the southern
entrance into town, On the 13th the Tank Destroyers were moved S0 tho railroad
atation. Fhysionl contact was msintained with Campany I 396th Infantry ¢m the
south. An autpost was established buyond the blown bridge and a listening post
farther up the road ut (946197;. On the 1l4th Cpl Estes and 4 men attampted to set
up an outpest at (943:02) but found & German position already‘ilesw. Artillery
fire aas called down, driviag out the Germsns. The houss there was again recon-
nojtered or the 24th by Sgt Sacha who rejuested 37TMM direoct fire, driving S Germans.
Persounel of Troop B later ocoupied this position. A daylight patrol set out to
detarmine tho locatisn of enemy positions im vicinity of (949198}, It irew machine
gus fire from & pill tox at (9491968). 3gt Marsin, the patrol leader, leaving his -
mer to cover him, circled the pill box and agmin drew firey from the R at (964202).
The patrol retuned urharmed and reportsed these enemy positions. Other daily and
nightly patrols made contact with small hostile parties without incideat. A friendly
espionaze agent from Corps Hy was put tarouch the line at a 2nd platoon outpost on
the rorning of 23 Novermber and returned that night with information regariing enemy
installations around IMGANRROICH.

n tho 1llth Sgt Smith was wounded by shrapnel Jduring & shelling of the town,
Sgt Ronci, communication chief, was wounield #hen he tripped san anti-personnel mine
while he was stringin;g telephone wire to outposta. Pvts Link and Raposa were
evaocuited on the 20th beoauss of wounds sustained from enemy shelling.

(n the afternoon of 12 Novembur the platoon leader of the attached platoon of
Company B, 146th Combust cngineer Buttaliom, Lt. William Trescher, wmas instantly
killeu by the accidental istonation of a friendly anti-personnel mine which he tripped
while on a tour of inspsction. Lt. Trescher was regardsd as a superior offioer and
his loss was iseply felt by all members of the 3yuairon as well as his ovrn men,

Lt. Caldvell reporte:dl as his replacemwnt.

A platcon of Coupany A, 112th Combat sngineer Battalion cormiwnded by Lt,
Krupnick, r¢placed the 146th ungineers on 21 November «nd carried om with their
work. In a.:ition to maintenunce of roads, during the period the engineers laid
an anti-tank mine fi0ld in the road nst sntering NMONSCHAU from the east; built duck
boards for the Troop C trenches; sand-bugyed many of the installations incluiing
the S.um.ron Command roat; demolished tio pill boxes in front of Troop B; constructed
remavable barbed sire hedge-hogs; strung concertina wire along the front and around
the positions; and placed a system of warning trip flares,

n the 30th the engineers suffeored six casuslties from a direct hit on their
- quarters by a Gorman 120MM mortar shell,

The Sq.adron kiedical Detachment ocarried on with its routine ijuties of oatinmg
for the sICk In juar%ers and Wily sick call. An excellent infirmary with electricity,
stem heat ani running water was maintained nextedoor to the Sjus.iron cormani post.
On 12 November & cross country ambulunce with 2 enliste ) ren was attached fram the
63rd xedicl Battalion for evacuntion servics. Aid men remined attached and lived
vith all their units. Their conatant prasence ;reatly increased the effiociency of
the Jistachment, ’

~ Yuring the montl! of Novunber 28 battle casunlties and 70 nonebattle casuslties
were processed throuwh the Medical Detachment. Battle casualtiss consisted of 2
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killed in actiom, 2 uted, 22 wounded and 2 injura%. The non~battle casunlties

were 6 injuries and 84 diseise and aickness. The small nurber of 2 cases of trench
foot was unioubtedly iue to the close supervision of prevontive messures on the

part of the Sjusdram Surgecm, Coptaia Cainter. A number of non-attached soldier
patients were treated as well a3 several Germaa civilians injured from enemy shelling.
Typhus inoculation together with the momthly physical inapection of 211 personnel

was completed.

Headjuarters and Service Troop (Bear Echelon) carried on with the normal
duties of eerviding the S{uadron Irom its commnd post on the outskirts of 3IUPZN,
BEIf1'M. Inasmach as most of the supply dumps generally ocontered about this town,
S-4 ini the Transpartation Platoon experienced little difficulty in procuring
supplies and ejuipment. One of the most eritical {items, vehicle anti-fres, was
not obtainable in amough quanity to winterize -ore thnn one Juarter of the sgua.rom
vehicles until the 26th of the month. Up to that time those radiators which were
not protected had to ba drained of water nightly, temporarily immobilizing them,

By the end of Ngovember enough antiefreesse sclution was mde available to protect
all the vehigles of the commmnd.

The system of having the troop supply sergeants remain with the S-4 section
and make Jdaily trips to their units continued in operaticn. The edjutant, it,
Erwin, assisted by the sergeunt major and clerk, operated from the forward echelon
while the S-1 personnel asootion under CY0 Jsars worked at rear echelom.

The Sjuadron Motor Maintenance platoon supported the troop maintenanos sections
#shich in most ocasss had covured shops im #hich to .ork. The state of vehicle mainten.
ance was oxcellent dus to the fast that few vehicloa wore in use,

Novembor « Genureals Vury little onar.y artillery fell in the sjumdron zone until
it occupied the LOISCHAD area, During the poriod 10 to 30 November an cstimted
450 rounds of 76 to 15013 artiliery fell along the fromt. In the same period
sparoiic motor fir> wag experienced. Somws of the fins found measured 120M¥. All
outposts and observetion posts were om the lookout for enomy g\m flashes and cone
stantly subritted shell reports.

Robot bombs passed over almost saily. A number fell in the Sjum.ron area Jith-
Jut causin; damege but it is selieved they were faulty or misdirected sinoe several
wave to fall im Germmm territory. 1t was peported that :UPEN reosived direct hits
of thoss projectiles,

Unidentified airoraft was heard regularly at night only except for one enemy
plane s2.on on the 2b6th. ‘Vsather permitting, fr.sndly aircraft passed over in large
numbers. On the 2lst a P47 orsshed at (929227) and burmed with the pilot. Small
orange and blaock baloons were occasionally seen drifting on the ~#ind towards the
ensmy. They appeared to be of the type made to rise by means of a heat pot sus-
ponded under & bug of light cloth or paper. It is possible that this was a method
of communication used by emwry agents bohind our lines.

All unit kitchens cuoked hot msals of B rations. .henever practioable cooks
were attached to platooms for thit purpose., Otherwise 10 in 1 rations were pre-
parei by mexbers of the platoons. Under iirection of Tec b McCall an efficient
kitchen was miintained to fesd the perswmanel of the Sjuadron Hy forward echelon.

At & formation of availuble persornnel held in ROZHIRATH, BILCI™ on 7 November,

the rfollowing msmbers of Troop A were presented with the award of *he Bronte Star
¥edals oy the Sjuadron Commander;
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Sgt James J. Lyle
Cpl George F. Coombs Jr
Pfe lclvin J. Krusger
Pfe George E. Mabe
Pfe Harley J. Rogers
Pfe Walter 1. ibrens
During the month 38 Purple fluart Medals were awérded to members of the Sjus.ron.

The Siuadron celsbrated the double anniversary of its activation at Fort Bliss,
Texas on 156 November 1942 and ite embarkatiocn for Engl.nd at Few York City on the
same day in 1943, The 30th of November marked the 80th comsscutive day that the
Squa.ron ha.i been ir close contaoct sith the enemy along tho SIEGFRIED LINE,.

techni jue - The Sjuwron rolt wenly the responsibtility of holding the portiom
of tho line untrusted to it. All ranks worksd hard to develop a muthod to effectively
defend a wide sector with small foross., Sevural techuijues were developod to
socomplish the task.

The first and overeriding prinsiple was kit the front must be cowred with
fire. At first, this task ssemed almost hopsless until cereful siting of weapoms
showed it c.uld be dono. Attached operations map nc. 1 shows how the front was
covared by machine gun fire in the ivoois in the ROCHIRATH area. This could only
be done by spreading out the machine _uns, of which the sjusiron has a large number,
over the front in such & manner that the frunt was cov:red. This of couwrse placed
the guns in isolated positions susceptable to being overpowered individumlly by in-
filtretion mithods. To counter this capadility the gums were sited so that the
fire of one gum cowvvred the positiom of ite neighbor. Also each gun was protected
by ons or ¥ riflemen. It was diffiocult at {irst to get the troops to spread
out willingly. The tendency was to band together in platoon groups. Howsver,
after assuming the sgpread out formtion, the men realized the inoreased strength
of their positions snd acyuired confidence in them. The desire to keep together
disappearod, .

Having acjuired a firm base from which-to operate thus next important conaider.
ation was to find our ensmy snd keep in contact ¥ith him. This was -lone by cone
tinucus and vigorous patroliing. Tho enemy Jefenses wore determined and ow patrols
paintained supremmcy over the ensmy patrols 20 that he did not locate our desfense.

fhen the sjuauron moved to the MONSCHAU « KONziN STATION line tho problem of
covering the front waa much greater. Onoration map mo. 2 shows how the problem
wg evintumlly solved on this 9,000 yard front., The troops ware stretched to the
lirit, yot it was believud that the front was covered. In this area extensive use
was sade of trip flares to give warning. The use of booby traps to cover tho fromt
wag not atterpted. The sed experience of asther units in suffering casumlties from
their own trass discouraged their use. Tha flares proved to be much better, because
they outlined the enemy, enabling machine gunners to kill a greater number, than
that killed by booby traps. Booby traps also give a false feeling of security,
shich can by dangerous.

Organization of f'ire ms a techani jue #hich was Jisveloped grestly to tale ade
vantage of the available fire power of supporting artillery and organic mortars and
assault guns. The superd radio ejuipment of the sjuadron makes m- possible if
plans are mude for such arganization of fire.

Thus vith machine guns in position, flares pleced for warning purposes, and
phna mde for Juick delivery of fire, it was felt by the end of the month that

the squadron had & line which could holl for a short tinme at least until reserves
could be braught from the rear.
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