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1l Decenbar; The Syuedron continued to defend in its assiyed sector along the
SIEGFRIED LINE In GSRMANY, occupying @ line of trenches, machine fun emplacements,
light tsnk outposts, anti-tank positions and indiviiual fi_hting holes. The zone
included the town of MONSCHAU; the eagtorn portion of MUTZENICH; thence north, gen-~
erally along the railroad to & point above KONZEN STATION. Constant physical contact
was maintained and firaes wers #oordinated with the 102nd Cawalry Squadren on the
loft (North) and 396th Infantry Regiment on the rizht (South). The troops were dise
posed from left to right:- Troop A, Troop B, 3rd platoon Company F, lst platoon Com
pany F, Yraoop 3, @ dlstiwom Compsny F. The Squadron cammand post oocupied the post
offiocs building in MONSCHAU. (940189).

The second and third Battzlions of the €0ih Infantry Regiment of the 9th Divisima
moved into the arsa in the afternoom and prepareod %o dig~-in secondary Jdefensive po~
sitions in support of the Sguadrom.

An unbroken Main Lime of Resistance was maintained swmploying fifty machine ;ums,
oal. 50 and cal. 30 light, laid-in with grazing croés-fire on the final proteoctive
line and registered on range carcs. Thesa included the light tank positicns using
their coaxial Light Machine Guns. Daily improvoment of the warning trip flare sys-
tem and thoe wiringein of the sntire front and all positions continued satisfactorily.
In addition to the line of ocutposts vach troop maintained lishening posts well fore
ward, which wers manned Juring darkness and poor visibility. Security and ocombat
patrols were dispatched regularly.

The terrain in the Squauron sector consisted of a seriez of deep, rocky draws
on the right runniag gemerally east and northsast and diminishing in depth toward the
north into rolling country, The main 1line of resistance was deveid of woods and over-
looked a country of fields bounded by hedzercss whioh offered concealmsnt but little
cover, The oentral portion of the line in the B Troop arsk was backed up by dense
woods with thick umdergrowth. Due to the muddy condition of ¢he ground, cross-cowntry
vehicular operation was practically impossible and the established road net rejuired
constant mpintensnce by the attached engineer platoon.

The elaborate wire communiocation system, supported by radio, linked all units and
outposts and tied-in with the headj:mrters of V Corps, 102nd Cavalry Group, supparte
irg artillery and adjacent units., Naater Sergeant George Caasatorl was transferred
to Sjusdren Headjuarters as ocommunicaticna chief and Staff Sergeant Nenry Hill went
to Troop C &s commmiocation sergeant.

With its attached platoon of selfe-propeslled Tank Destroyers from Company C, 833rd
Tank Destroysr Battalion in &nti-mechanization positions in vicinity of KOWZEN STATION
-~ CNYEMPFUHL, Troop A was disposed with its first platoon in contact with Troop B,
102nd Cavalry Jjuadron on the north; the third platoon in the center; and the ssaond
on the right. A night listening post was manned at (961268). The troop command post
operated well forward im & house at (949236). A fouwr men listening post patrol led
by Sergeant Coombs left at 21004 hours advancing along an assigned routs to (96062367),
there remaining in obasrvetion of pillbax at (96062360) and returning at 2400A hours
without having seen or hesrd any German activity.

The 2nd Battalion, 60th Infuntry moved in to the rear of the troop and begsn dig-
ging-in, ,

Troop B was dug-in with its 3rd platoon on the loft, tying-in with Troop A; the
first in the oenter; and the second on the ri ht. The oa:xand post cocupied & house
on the MUTZ MNICH-}'ONSCHAU highway (932201), A night listening post was maintained at
(842201). A daylight reconnaissance putrol of seven men led by Corporal Borsello pro-
ceeded to investigats & pillbox at (948218), Reaching & point 16 yards to the risht
of their objectivs, thoy were fired on by small arms, first from the pillbox then from
their front and rizht front. In withdrewing under this terrific cross-fire they man-
sgod to laoate five onemy positions. Sufferin; only one slight casualty they avoided
a flanking patrol and returned under supporting artillery and Jdirect 37MM and 50 eal
machine gun fire from their platoon positions at (938218). Tws 4 Ballantone dis-.
tinguished himself by ably assistiug the exhausisd radiomen and, at the risk of his
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life, ocarried his radic and squipent to safety. Teo 6 Buchman and Pvt Chernook
were each orodited with killing & German.

Commensing at 14304 the Srd Battalion, 80th Infantry moved in behind Troop B to
lend support.

Overlooking the enemy held town of MENZERATH and the draw to its immediate front
Troop C occupied & line of trenches on the hill above MONSCHAU with its 3rd platoon
on & Teft, tylng-in with the let platoon Company F; its 2nd platoon in the center;
snd its 1lst on the right (South), The cammand post ocoupied s house in the town di-
rectly below at (942184). An ambush was meintained throughout the might of 30 No-
vember at (949190). Patrolling was limited in this esctor dus to the barrem terrain
almost devoid of oconcealment.

During the 24 hour perioc.d the six 78l  ho.itzer ussault ;uns of Troop £ fired
646 rownds from their battery emplacemunts in X'MZ.NICH (808187), AdJustments on
their fire nissions wore sensed by units of the line, by their own observation posts
st (931208) (947187) (943182) and by a post in charge of Sergeant Poll and & orew
from Troop C with the 3956th Infentry at HOPEN (945177). Attached to the 102ad Cave
alry Group, the 62nd Artiored P. A. Bn. contiuued to lend the support of its 108K
hovitzers to the Squairon, in direot ocooperation with Troop E. Both units laild dovn
harrassing {ires and oontinued to rogister on their Jefensive Fire oconcentrations
shich wers coordimnted by the Sjua.ren S-3. At 1220A the F. A. obsorvation plane was
fired upon without effeot by small arms fram the vicinity of KONZEN.

Com F continued Le outpost the approaches to the town of MOMSCHAU frmm the
North, East and South, using its light tanks in,mutually supporting, concealed po-
sitions. The two attached S-P tank destroyers were positioned in vicinity of the
railroad station. The ocmpany headjuarters oporated fram a house near the town hall
with excellent motor maintenance accammodations ncarby. Oms daylight patrol of 8
mon wder Sergeant Petruocoi reconnoitered STITLRUSCH as fer as {946206) and (915204)
without inoident. A seven mn patrol under Staff Sergeant lindyuist again remained
in observution of ITI'LBUSCH all night and examined the grounds and houses at first
light +/ithout detecting signs of Garman oocupancy.

The attached 3rd platoon of Caipany A, 112th Comb:t Engineer Bn., assisted all
troops 12 placing and mainteining warning trip flures and in laying concertina wire
along the vntire front and around the outpost positions. Sevural dud mortar and are
tillery shells were Tonuved and destroysd. It alse ocontinusd to maintain the road
pet in the Squadron area.

The Squadron Medical Detachment continued to funocilon in its routine duties of
sick call and the oure ol the sick 1n (uartors at the infirrary adjacent to the Sjusd.
ron commud post in LONSCHAU. '

Headjuarters and Servioe Troop (Rear Hchelon) carried on with the administratiom,
wic maintepance and supply of the SquUadron ITom its base om the outskirts of EUPEN,
BELGIOM.

2 - 15 Decsnbers The Squadron defended along the SIEGFRIED LINE, making no
changes 1n the positions of its subordinate units exéept to improve emplacemsnts for
better fislds of fire and to strengthen the Muin Lins of Resistance. Most of the
work of laying ooncertins «ire, warning flares and building up Jefenses had to be done
under cover of darkness because of excellent visibility. All machine guns on tho 1line
were perioiically test fired. Lisison with adjecent units was continual.

On the afternoon of the 3rd of December 40 to 50 enamy airoraft ef the ME 109 and
FPW 190 type ranged throughout the squadron seotor, strafing, bombing and shooting
rockets, but causing absolutely no dams; e to personnel or materiol, Itwas obesrved
that even though no emdny targets had appeared in several months, the local aati-air-
graft mits proved to be efficiently alert and immediatsly opened fire on the low-
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flying plsnes. This attack resulted in many losses to the enemy and was an exoellent
demonstration of the growing ineffisiency of the LUFTJYAFFE.

The 2nd and 3pd Battalioms of the 60th Infantry Jug-im behind A and B Troops. The
Troop B line was preatly strengthensd dy overlapping positions of the 2ud Battalion
but the 8Srd Battaliem's support line wes seme disteanoe to the reer of Troop A. On €
Deocsmber the 2nd Pattalion of the 60vh Infentry was relieved in position by the Znd
Battalion of the 16th Infuntry of the 1a$ Division. Troop B reverted to its original
rosponsidility when the 18th Infantry moved out on 18 December.

Coutact was maintained with the 78th Infantry Diviecion asg well as with the 102nd
Cavalry Squadron to the north and, in addition te Lt. Peterfreund from the 99th In-
fantry Division, Lt. Nilson reparted from the 2nd Infantry Division to the south. Lt,
Peterfreund was repluced on the 12th by Lt. Rure from Co. I. Captain Scott reported
8s liaison offiocer fram the Hth and 7th F. A. Battalions of the lst Division but he
and their support were removed aftur three days. Captain Hazeltine, +ho remained as
representative fram the supporting 62nd Arsored F. A. Bn, lent valuable agsistancs in
coordinating the fire of all artillery. Lt. Dickson of Troop A remuined with the 310th
Infantry as radio liaison effiocer during the attack by the 78th Infantry Division to
KESTERMICH.,

Bxtensive instruction in the 81MM martar was caonducted by the recomnaissanoce
troops, including increasingly accurate preaotice firing on enemy targets whioh oaused
knom casuslties and darage. Lt. Dickson supervised the training in Troep A. Troop
B had the added assistantos of mortar platoon sergeant of the 395th Infantry alse
assisted 1A, O'Brien in Troop C. Persomnel of the headjusrters platoons were inoluded
in all of the training and manned morters in vicinity of the troop cammand peosts.

Duwring the period 643 rounds of enemy artillery and mortar .sere reported to have
fallen in the 3quadron sone ocnusing fow casualties or little damage. Realizing the
importance for repid submission of "Shell-Reps®, all pérsonnel were constantly alert
to pick up pertinent information, "Diver Reps" were also submitted on Robot Bombs.
Improvemsnts in the protection of personnel, tires and other materiel was constant.

On the 2nd Tec § Nwey, the Zhina-boran S{yusdron Jraftaran, was woundsd by a mortar shell
in the oammand post &nd was evacuated,

Iroop A remasined in conteot with Troop B, 102né Cavalry Syuadron on the left.
One stenin; post patrol went te the vioinity of (962226) om the 3rd. On the
night of the 4th, Corporal Lecne took & patrol of four men te the houses at (94702250)
and (94862240), snd witheut being cbserved determined that they were enemy occupied. .
Aoin on the 6th = petrol of 4 mon under Sergeant Schulse examined the pillbox at
(954225) and found it %e huve been demolished by a wnit prwriously occoupying the ares.
Nith the mission of reperting on the pillbex at (861238), a patrol under Sergeant
Turner procesded there wunider ocover of darkness and, upon retwrning without incident,
reported the pillbox was constructed with the entrance on the southwest si.le and gum
ports on the north, south and southeust. Corporal Pece took a midnight patrel on the
8th which obsorved German activity in & heuse at (047226). A German deserter surrend-
ered at 091900A Deoember. Corporal Grove set up an all might forward listening post
at CR (966220) on the 10th. On the night of the 11th Sergeant Abrams and 8 men estab-
lished & listening post at (9569230). Sergeant Schulse was oredited with hitting a
German with ons shot as he orossed the KONZEN highway,

On the 16th Staff Sergeant Brigliec went out with three men before dawn to inves-
ti ute & reported anti-tank ditch across the hishway at KONZEN. At first light they
arrived at the desi nated spot and found the report to be im error. They were suddenly
ebserved and oume under aimed smll arws und machine gun fire whioh dispersed them.
Staff Jergeant Bri;lio returmed, Jounded by a hand grenads, and reported he knew nathing
of the «heresbouts of the other three men. Later the rame night Fedak, Garcia and lapa
roturned. 7They had been in hiding all day in the odlar of a house (952223) whils
Germans came apnd vent upstairs.

On the night of the 2nd, Lt. Porterfield's lst platoon of Troop B laid machiue
gm fire on & gection of KONZEN known to be occupied by the enemy. *his was followed
shortly by & tims-on-target concentration fired by both Troep E and the 62nd F. A. Bn.
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The intent was to arouse the German's curiosity and cause him to leave his sheltor to
inwstigate the machine yun fire, thon %o kill him w7ith & poworful artillery blow,
Due to dwrkness, the results ware unimom oxa )t for souttered small arms fire in re-

© turn,

On the 3th Teo O Mieoh and 4 daylight p.trol feund that the pillbox overprinted
on the 1/26,000 map at (943206) was nothing but s lurge rook. On the sams night a
patrol unser Sergeant Rusen with 7 of his ean men and un enginver Wmine sweeping team,
swept the roads up to (943207) without findin;; mines or meeting ensmy. Due to the
of foot of buried shrapnel on the mine deteoctor, the operation was quite lengtry
tedious. YUn 10 December Corporal Sousa took out & night listening post patrol to

- (947224) where onemy aotivity and voioces were olearly heard. On Deoember 14th a

sootion of Tank Dostroyers were attached to the 2nd platoon and put into position,
On the sape day 3taff Sergeant fhittard was lightly wounded but not evacusted, when
a- artillery shell hit his house command post. Tane Troop B commander, Lt. Joseph R.
Sain, was promoted to the rank of Captein om the 7th of Decomber. ’

_T_E!o:&g continued to defend from its trenches on top of MONSCHAU Hill. Omn the
night ® 2nd & machine gun position was movel lorward to (94501860} and dug-in.
On Decsmber 5th three C Trocpers in charge of 'n engincer Sergeant went out to fix
sarning flares on concurtind wire. The Sergeent accidently tripped a friendly booby
tWwap sounding the ontire patrol to the extent that the Sergeant, Tec 5 Jordan and Pvt
Nemeth had to be svacuated. After msdiical treatment Pyt Dunlap was able to retrn to
myo

Suiper fire increased daily causing no Jsmage until the 12th when Pvt le Faria
was wounded while sntsring a dugout. Listemin; posts continuwed in operation well
ferward of the Main Line of Resistanoe. Om the 15th of December Tec & Van Orler and
Yoo 5 Arderson volumteered to go out and get the sniper. Before dawn they Jeparted
on their mission with Teo § Anderson oarrying an SCR 300 radic and by firat 1i ht were
in position at (902187). A8 the Gormans owme Jown & trail oarrying his rifle, Teec 6
Van Order hit him at 100 yards with one shot, Both mén then ocarried the wounded pria-
oner te the bottom of the steep hlill into MOII3CHAU but he dled before reosiving ~edi.-
cal attention. They then volunteered to ruturn to the ambush and await anyons who
might come looking for the sniper. They waited all Jay in vain and returned umder
cover of darkness, The? sniping, which had wounied an offiocer and two msn, thereafter
ceassd,

Lt. James V. Furner, formerly of Troop B, roturnsd from hospital afbter recevery
from wounds und was azaigned as Executive Offiocer of Troop C.

From its battery positions in MTLoNICH Troop E fired 2548 rounds during the
poriod an fire nissions observed by its own for.ar s and thoge of the 62nd FA Bn
snd outposts of units on the line. Unobeurwui aarrassing missions were execut:i nightly.
Jith the helpful cooperation of Captain Huzcltine, the liaison of icer fram the 62nd
FA Bn, the servioe of their Piper Cub observation plane wag mede available to the
Squadron wnd on several ocoasions it adjusted ['ire missions for Troop E wsing Jdireoct
radie commwiocation. On 8 Deosnmber, at the rejuest of Corpany F, fire was adjisted up-
on & solf-propellod weapen firing RE direotly at Carpary F positions. The -un vas
silenced. On ths same day Staff Sergeant Zuckoff ut ORf 1 adjusted en Germans dipping-
in at (96601777) and five casusltiss were defirf tely cuserved. Om the 7th tha first
close counter-battery fire was reovived, t/o rounis exploding betireen gun positiomns
aithout oausing damige or cdsualtiss. large caliber frienily batteries began to move
in and take up positions on the 12th. For sartillery, they moved well forwari, one
battalion of 156:"' howitsers sotting up behind !'‘onschau at (935188), in front of the
Troop C xortars. During the 13th of December & troop OP adjusted a mission on enemy
infantry west of ROIN.N with air bursts follosed by groumd effeot, comnletely iis-
persing the personnel. Am sstimated 20 to 26 casuilties were inflicted and six lgtter
toams sere seen in opsration., A battery of 1861 "Long Toms"™ set up behind the cormand
post and, in supporting units to the north, broke all the «indows in the area. On the
6th Pirst Jergeant Lkosk und his driver narrowly oscaped injury when their btmntam was
hit by a 18017 shell vhile they took ocover in a .itch along the highway in NUTZENICH.
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During the periocd Company F kept the STIV'BUSCH draw and its envirens constantly
wder surveillanos by 8 ght patrols, none of whioh contacted enemy. On the
9th Pfo 8eitt led & patrol to (049199) where they discovered s pillbex to be uneccupied.
Anether patrol wider Sergeunt Petrucci, on the 16th reecuncitered beyomd the winding
road te (94819¢). -

Dwe to the dwracter of the terrain and the proximity of enemy ccoupisd pillboxes
and emplacements, patrolling iu the MONSCHAU draw was limited to listening posts. ILt.
Jaok and Pvt. Douvris were wounded by & sniper on the léth. This markeasn, who had
also deliberately killed & seven year old @erman girl, is delieved to be the same
aaiper that was brought in by Tec 6 Vap Order aud Tes § Andsrsen of Troop € on the 15th.
It. Jaok had been evacusted cnce before during the Noarmandy breakthrough.

The Squadren Mediocal Detaclment sontinued to operate its infirmary in MOWSCHAU.
During the period The DAttIs casmiGiss treated consisted of twelve wounded. Several
oiviliame mere also reated for wnas swebiiavd £rm farman shelling. On 12 December
the inneculation of thw entire Syuadron against Typhus was accomplished.

The various seotions of Hoadquarters and Servioe Tr (Rear Zchelom) continued
te officiently operats in thelr luties of servicing the s'q'?mdrono Exocspt for several
eneny planes over their bivouac on the 3rd, no sctivity was reported.

On the night of 16-16 Decomber 1944, numbers of large ensmy planes were heard
over the Squadron sector, and reports of parstroops being dropped in rear areas began
t0 coms in from higher headjuarters. On this sems night, it was Jdecided to inorease
the barbed wire and flare field in the deep drew south east of Monsohau (X945183),
shich wmas defended by the 2nd platoon of Cempeny F. At 0200A Troop E placed a twenty
minute comountration on M NZERATH Hill using 180 rounds of HE ammunition. First
Lioutenant Krupnick snd his engineers worked through out ths night to camplote task,
retiring through the F Company tank positioms at 0446A on the morning of 16 December
1344. There was no activity of uny kind for the next forty-five minutes,

18 Decswber 1944; Without warning, at 0525A on 16 Decswber 1944, the entire
ejus iron Iront was subjeoted to & terrifio barrege of srtillury, mortar and rocket
fire. A meries of "time on target" comoentrations, starting on the main line of re-
sistamos, rolled on back to the artillery installations tirse thousand yards ar nmore
to the rear. An estimated two hundred (200) rounds fell in the urmediate vieinity of
the S3jvadron ocawmand post, and the min supply route (Monscheu-fupen road) received
particular attention. This barrage continued, unceasing, for thircy-five minutes,
and was followed, throughout the day, by sewere interdistory and harrassing fires as
well as consontrations om our known emplacements, Obviously the enemy was attempting
$0 isolate the Konschau ares by fire, and this in itself was & tip-eff for the attack
shich followdld ‘ |

All telsphons commumiocations were thoroughly disrupted with the first hail of
eneny shells, and the Squadrom went on the air. line ercws, made up of wlunteer
radie operators snd elsotricians, were out and soricding on the severed wires, lang
before the artillery had 1ifted., Techniciuns Greds Five Hensen apnd Carduoci, from
the headjumrters platoon of Troop B, reced back frum Mutsenich to the Asssult Gun
Battery, thsir vebicle tora by shell fragmonts, to restore vital coxmmioations with
the gus. For & brief peried, Troop A, five thousand (6000D) yards to the north, was
kopt in contact by & lone operator, Technioisn Grade Four Ruggivre, Trocp B, who stuck
ts his radie oar (0 relay traffic in spite of the oontinuous shwlling which literally
rocked his wvehiole.

At approximately OG00A the enemy artillsry fire lossened and all wits, now
thoroughly alert, v“alted in the last remsining hours of darkness for toe expscsted enemy
attack. -

At 060BA, 3aff Sergeant Bislicki, ccmmmnding ths 2nd platoon, Compsay F, reported
hearing the noise of snemy movemsnt in foroe on Nen,erath Bill, and on the Rohren and
Baamer Rosds.

1. Extraoct - bilitary Goveramsat Feriodis Hegport,
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At 0615A camme word from Troop A of an ensmy sttack on positions of the 78th
Division in Kesternich. HSimultaneously, the ind platoon, Company F was atbtacked by
three platoans of the 3rd Campany, ht Battalion, 75lst Regiment of the 3208k Volks
Grenadier Division (P.W. Statements).® Despite the severe shelling he had juss re-
ceived, and the fact that all wire commmiocation to his widely separated tank seoe
tions had gone out, Staff Sergeant Bielicki purforwed his missier in a superier
mnner. Given only a few minutes werning of the exsmy's approsch, he found time
te repert te his troep hesdjuarters and % coordinate the following plam within his
platoon: all guns and tagks were manned, but fire was to tw held; the exswy was te
be allewed to approach te the very outpests whem, upen the signal burst from his
(the Staff Sergeant's) ,um, all positioms would open fire. 37MM tank gums Were
leaded with cannister and the msn waited. 4s tiw leading elemsnts of the Germsn
infantry reached the outor perimeter of the platoon's wire, a ground flare waas
tripped. All weapons ocommenced firing instantly, mmd illuminating shells frem a
60MM mortar 1it up the entire aren. In the resulting light the enemy was soem to
be in headleng retreat, dback along the Rohren and Hammer roads. Troop C, oo the
left flank of this action, pleced S1MM morter fire on the routes of withdremal and
artillery defensive fires were oalled for and maintained until daylight. PFirst
Iieutenant Pepper, troop executive offiger, brought reinforcements te the platoen
from company headjvarters and, at 0743A, the enemy cowmtsrattscked from the dense
cover of the Menzerath Hill. Due to superior numbers and the most aggreseive sotiem,
the enemy was partly swocessful in infiltrating botween the two tank sections,
following the bed of the Roor River. As the ensny build up in this wedge increased,
endangering the flanks of the platoon's pesitions, Sergeant Messano, & temk cowrander,
seized a light mac:ine gun m’. bravely exposing himself to the enemy fire, placed
it in action to close the gep.“ He was immediately reinforoed, and the emenmy re-
pulsed, German casualties ss a result of these two sations were severe (estimated
&t thirty two) but, lus to the continued oonflict in this ares for the sucoseding
forty eight hours, could mot bs soccurately counted, ‘he nsarest ensxy desd, as &
result of the first attack, had fallen omly Jifty (60) yards fram the pla outpests
(13 in number, counted by Staff Sorgeant Bleliocki and his section sergeant”); others
were seon en the roads, up to twe hundred (200) yards distant, inocluding wowmded whe
wore evacuated during the second attaock. Two prisomers were taken.

At 08304, oconcurrent with the above Agtion, Treop O cbserved ersmy, in sbeut
company strength, soven hundred (700) yards to their front®, This appeared to be an
attempt to build up a line alaeng the dragens teeth in the vicinity of (E948196).
Maochine gun fire, from the troenches, and swpporting artillery effeotively dispersed
this foroe, inflicting several observed oasualties. At the same time, snemy activ-
ity was obsorved about the farm nown as 8tillbusch (X946206). It was believed that
mortars #ure being put into place and Iisutenant Xets sent a patrol fram the lat
platoen, Company F, to investigate., This patrol met and dreve off a German patrel,
oapturing one prisonsr from the lst Battalion, 761lst Regimunt, 326th Divisiean.

Boemy activity centered on the Company ¥ and Troop C fronts for ths balanoe of
the day, #ith Troops B and A reporting small patrols operating on their fronts. Ar-
tillery continued to harass owr lines, and the ares sest of Monschau wag subjeoted
te continual machine yun and sniper firing. Snipers bdecams pertioularly dengerous
in the deep ravines about Menserath Eill, whore the dense ocover provi.®i ample pro-
teotion. One Gernun rifleman was vlimimated in & darimg one man patrol by an P
Company tink ariver,Orechnician Grade Pour Lucwro, #ho velumtevrei for the wiesion
#hen all other offorta had failed. PFer his gallantry in this action, Tedhnicien
Orade Pour lacoro has been recommendsd for amard of the SBritish Militwary Msial,

At 1015A it was ssovrtained that retwresting enemy, fras the first attack of the
morning, had holed u» in & group of buildiamgs on the Roaren Road. Tank Destroyers
(¥-10), which hid beon brought up to suppart the 2nd platoon, Campany F, plased di-
reot fire en these targets and caused sn ususwally large explosion, ahich blew out the

1. Report of 3taff Sergoant Bieliaki

2. Report of Sveff Sergeant Bieliokl

3. Affidavits of Staff Sergeant Bislicki, Sergesnts Nessane
4. Reports of Lt. O'Briem; Lt. Colsmmm

§. Report of Staff Sergeant Bisliclkd
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aides of v~ house. Results oould not be asosrtained but, at 11154, a large group

of enomy, sstimated to be from sixty (80) te 0igity (80) men were cmught in the open
at (X964177) and placed wnder effective artillery firel, Casualties were obsurved,
but ceuld mot be acourately counted. Later in the deay, three Germans who had deen
thought %o be dend wee deerved moving in front of the platoon. Technioisn Grade
Four Stefiner onllsd vpen thom te swrendsr, dut wag fired upen. In the resulting fire
fight, 811 thres Germsns were killedl, AS 11304, s Troop € outpost, under command of
Corperel Pmul J. Riigs, csptured ons Germsm at (K947188)%, At 1466A an enemy patrel
w3 obserwsd by Troop B in ths vicinity of (X950158). Ome of the Germams was killed
- and the reat withdrew before further aoction could be taken. Troop A repulsed sev-
eral patrols, takiug tro NCO prisoners whom they shosk out of a haystack with kand
grenadedd. They were mesbers of & resomnuissance party from the 2nd Company, 761
Rogiment 3238 V.G. Division and were sent to headjuarters eof the 102nd Cevalry Group
for interregetion,

-

LASSIFIED

Throughout the afternocen, cbservation and out-posts reported the enemy loading
pillboxes. Prisaner of war statements indioated that the attack of the woraing had
been in battalion strength and, because enemy patrols were ocomposed of officers or
ssnler non-camcissioned officers, it was belisved that these were reconnnissance
patrols preliminary to a large soale attack. At 1240A, ixmediate reinforoems:t was
requessted of the 102nd Cavalry Group.

Por the night of 16-17 Decenber 1944, owr pitrel activity was inoreased and
additional listoning posts woere put w1l out in front of all troops. 7Two adlitional
armored oars, Jith orews, were brouwght from the Sjuadron resr echelon in Eupen to
supplement the camsand post seourity in Munschau, Captain Robert Marvel, C.0. Heade
Juarters and Servise Troop, was assined as canmander of a V Corps security area,
with the mission of coordinating tho security of certain road nets, bridges and
toms ia the Corps rear areas; in addition, armored oar patrols were maintained ou
the roads west of Corps Hemdjuarters.

#x (6) machine guns and crews, fwnished by the 186th Field Artillery Battalion
aud attached tank iestroyers, were attached to Cx.pany F. The guns were put inte
position at dusk in support of the 2nd platoon; two in schoel building at (X945133);
l(snd row)bounn the platoon right flank and the 595th Infantry, in the wicinity of

K044181).,

The Sjusiron suffered seven (7) casialtias on this date. Six prisoners (all of
the 751 Regimint, 326 Volks Grenaiier Division) were taken and in excess of fif'ty
(imown) casumlties inflicted. Troop B fired thirty twu (32) missions =nd seven
hmdrod‘and sixty roun’s in aupport of the Sjuwaircon during the trenty four howr
”l".‘-‘dv

At sbouv L700A Gaptuin Ball, oceumander of Co.pany A, 146vh bngineer Battalionm,
reporived %W the Syusaron eadjuarters. He was ;iven his mission and prooeeded with
Captain Moyer ia & radio half-track t0 his company which s mounted and waiting at
(889202) en the PN highway. A ,uide was assizned from Troop B to the 2nd platoen
ead cne from Troop ¢ to the 8rd platoon, and both procseded to reianforoe thoss units.
Captain Ball took his hesdjuarters to the Squadron ocommtnd post and Captain Meyur
lsd the 1let platoon under Lt. Andersem to (938187) where they dug in on the hill to
the met of MDISTHAU. The personnel and three heavy nachine guns were positioned
with exosllent fielda of fire overlocking the draw to their right flank; HOFEN Hill
te their right fromt; the drew eocupied by P Company and MORSCHAU Hill ecoupied by
froop C to their direct framt; the JUragons testh to their left front; and the STILL~
DUSCH draw to their left flank. Te prevent detuctien when daylight appeared, the
eaplacemsats wore caxouflaged with snow and drush. Amcunition and ratioms were
Provided,

In the meantime at 2000A Captain leyer placed his half-truck behind the hill
DeAr the Troop C mortar battery (934187) and the radie operators reported into the
102nd Cavalry Group and the Squadron wets, thereby establishing an altermate command
post.

1. Beport of Staff Sergeant Blelickl
2. Meport of Lt. O'Brien

3. Journal

4. Report "Missions Fired by Treop .°
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17 Decerber; The night of 16-17 Decombor was marked by unusual enemy air 80«
tivity, aoccmpanied by the use of many and varied types ef pyrotechnics. 4rtillery
continued to fall in the sector and meny robot bombs passed overhead. As many fs
five searablights 1it up the Mutzenioh Eill and Imgenbroich. Several reports were
received from higher hesdjuarters of ememy paratroopers being dropped in areas both
aorth and sowth ef the Sjuadran sectors Iarge, low flying enemy plsnes passed over
all troops, flying from sast to west and returning; some dropped flares and others
oarried wing lights. The enemy did not attempt to penotrete our lines during the
hours of darimess, although inaications of mowront beymd our listening posts were
reported. Heavy interdictory end harressin; [ires were maintained by our artillery
throughout the night,

At about 04004, Techniclian Grade PLw Anderson, in charge of a Troop C listen-
ing pest at (X948189), reported a largs body of enemy (estimated to be sixty or
seventy) movirg southwest into the Jrew from Menseratk™, In the dark, the Germans
were almost on top of the listening post before they were detected. A fire fight
developed and Technioian Grade Fiwe Andsrson called for and adjusted artillery on
the onemy Which foroed them to withdraw inte VNZZRATH. Casualties inflicted oould
not be cowted, but ories of wounded were heard in the drew until daylight®,

At 08184, Troop C reported the noise of considerabls swvement in Menterath.

At 0BSOA the emsmy attackedd, accarpanisd by a repitition of the previous day's
preparatien barrages, & company of the endmy attempted to drive a wedge into Lieuten-
ant Cullinan'e Srd platomm positions, of Campany F, on the rajilromd cut at (K938197),
in an effort to out the Sywadron main supply route at the railroad junction and thus
isolate the tomm of Momschau, This effart proved to be the advanos elements >f the
regimental attack which wes launched om Menschau and the Mutzenich Hill., Simultan-
eously, all troop fronts were subjooted to asvers small arms fire ip adiition %o
the heavy artillery concentration. Th® Threop C mortar positions and the alternate
commAnd post half-track at (954187) oame undsr a direct 60-round mortar concentration
8t this time, despits the faot that they were defiluded in a drew with unusually
ateep sides. :

Between 0700A and O715A, the 3rd platoon, Company F was engasged in a fierce firs
fightS., Buploying a1l tank weapons as well as artillery support, they finally suc-
cosded in Jrivin; the attackers back imto the ravine at (K940200) with heavy losses.¢
Eleven (11) enemy dead were counted at the reilroad cut and in the ravine by Staff
Sergeant Iindjuist, as & result of this action.4 no Gormans, who had been pinned
down by machine gun fire at the railroad ukmont, wore ceptured and brought in
by Sergeunt Strubdle and Private Terrell.® Upan withdrawing, the balance of the enemy
split inte two groups; ome prooseding up the draw te tho north, snd the other south,
towards Monschau, The second wave of the Gorman attack had come up, howsver, and at
about 0800A occmmenced the uguult of Matsenich Hill, They were engaged by the lst
and 2nd platoons of Troop BY who defended positions along & line of over two thous-
and (2000) ysrds from (X930203) te (X936220). The 3rd platoon, Compaay F, continued
to ::d support by firing with their tanks alon; the line of the rallroad tracks,
to ne~the

At OBOOA, the snemy attacied from the draw at the hairpin twn (X941199) and
down the "Snake road" from Imgenbroich (R948197) in company streagth. Both forces
were engaged by lLioutsnant Kets with the lst platoon, Company F and the left flank
of the Troop O trenches® Simultauneously, the Troop C listening post at (X943189)
mnned by Technicians Grade Five Andersom aad Van Order which had reported the enemy
conocsntration at 0400A, abssrved about twenty five (26) Germmns crossing the draw
from Menserath towards their troop framt! Artillery was pleced on this latter group
imwediately, effectively dispersing them and inflicting a few known oksumlties.
Mesnwhile, the fight in the devp ravine, north of Monschau and sleng the "snake road”,

1. Report of Lt, O'Brien 2. Beport of Tec & Anderson

3. Reports of Lt. Cullinan; 4., Affidavite of Siaff Sergeant Lindjuist;
Teo § Gier; sStaff Ssrgeant Lt. Cullinan; Teoc § Gier :
Lindjuist 8. Reports of Lt. Ketz; Lt, Colommn

6. Reports of Lt. Yontz; Staff 7. Reports of Lt. 0'Brien; Teoc 6 Anderson.
Sergeant Lindquist
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became an snomy. debscle. In adiition te e ariillery supporting fire, light tanks A
and 50 oal. machine guns from the Troop C trenches all delivered a terrific fire B
, &% the enemy advancing through this canaliszed approach. Company F's attached tank
destroyers were esuployed to fire direotly into the buildings along this road, denying
their use to the enemy. Anti-firoraft batteries, in position on the hill north of

the railroai junction (K937197), were contacted by Captain Meysr, sssistunt 3.3,

and delivered overhead fire along the dragons teeth, across the tep of the Troop C
trenches. An snemy build up which had curnood alonp the left flank of Troop C

was thus iriven back with hea!,y' cngualtios; Also during this engagement, onemy oon-
centrating in the vicinity of Stillbusch (K944202) and in the woods at (X940208)

_were taken undsr long range machine gun fire by the lst and 3rd tank platoonl? Troop
B fired countur battery en und Jestroyed an enemy self propelled gun which had moved
forward from Imgenbroich to & position at (X954204). The 1lst platoon, Company F,

took seven (7) priscners at the blown bridge {K942196) who had been pinned down by

their tenk fire and surrendered,3

Also at 0300A, exemy paratroopers became aotive behind our lines. A number of
"chutes were found in troop rear sreas and hesdjuarters plateen were orgsnised for
patrels and all around defenss. Although it was later learned that approximately ,
one battalion of Colonel Von der Rey.‘ttc" paratroop regiment had been dropped in the
woeds in the rear of the Sjuadren sootor,; omly ene attack in force materialited from
this threat. As the large soale assault was developing om the Troop B front, an es- |
timated platoon of paratrocpers struck at the rear ef the Troop®s 3rd platoon positions ¢
at (X936229)% Foroed to draw on his already lightly held MLR, the platoon cammander
orgenised & combat patrol under;Sergeant Becker, which entered the dense forest in
this area and, flanking the Germens, drove them te the south, Ons casualty and a
prisoner taken, who confirxed the unit identification. :

At 0830A, the 2nd platoon, Company F, repulsed a strong putrol which approached
from the Mengzerath Hill., One prisoner was taken ani two battalions of ths 76lst
Regiment were now identified on the Squadrem front. Accurete emsmy shelling con-
tinusd to fall on the platoon positions durin; the balanoce of the day,

By 0900A, the attack had bulilt up im full battalion strength on the Troop B
front, the Troop Comminder, Cuptain Jessph Sain requested tank support? 4 section of
light tanks under Sergesnt Petrucl was dispatohed and plaoced in support of the 2nd
‘platoon. The enemy continusd to mintain constent pressure on the 3rd platoen,
celptny F and commenced to infiltrate amon; the Troop B outposta from the draw at.
(X941203). Troop C amd forward cbservers continued to place artillery and mortars
o oneay reserve forces ooncentrating in the Menserath and Imgenbroich areas at
(X9471983), (X961191), (X948196) and (X941205). Ihe seotion of Company F tanks under
Sergeant Lindjuist in postion at (K988197) observed an ensmy mertar 800 ysrds to
the left frent, and put it out of action with 37Mu fire]

)

At 0930A, the situation in the Troop B sector grew oritioml, and the Squadron
Camander loft the command post, them undsr srtillery rire » Lo give the throo.tonod
nemy break throush his personal attentiom.

At 0939A.. tank destroyers in support of Troop B ripht flank positions reported
the ensmy closing in the area (X9320). At this same time, infiltratiom of about
sixty five men was confirmed by the lst sxd 2nd platoons of Troop BS and a wessage
sent to headjparters 102nd Cavalry Group. roportlng infnh'aticn in 'bhe south sector
and rejuesting helpl

At 0960A the 966th Field Artillery observation post at (K93052110) reparted
their position swrounded and that they were destroying their equipment. The 62nd

1. Certificate of Lt. Kets; Repart of Capt Frink Se2°
2. Reports of Lt. Kets; Lt. Cullinan; $/Sgt lindjuist
3. ROpdrt of Lt. Kets
4. letter, Freiherr Von der Heydte, %o C.0. Vilitary Govermment, Yonschau
b. Bxtraoct, Statement of Lt. Shehab; raport of capt Sain
6. Reparts of Lt. Yontz; Capt Sain
7. Reparts of Lt. Cullinan; 8/Sgt Lindjuist; Teo & Gier
8., Journal
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Armared Fleld Artillery cbeervation pest at (X93082050) was alp&.roro-d to ahandon
their poaltien €6 avoid being overrum by tiae attacking infentry’ It was later
learned that the 1Tth Field Artillery Obsswvation Battalion chservation post at
(X930217) M4 been taken by the Oerzsus, who Killed we of the obserwers ond seri-
eusly vewnisd suother befors passing throwgh the positions '

i me firet (ceuber) platomn of Troop B comtinued to hold te the frat and Attept-

od s protwect thuir open, rit flmk by & cambat patrol led by Sergesut Rusem,

- which euguged the enswy bLreak through em their South. The second (right) platean,
finding themsslves hopolessly out flanked er their left, employed their light tanks
and armored oars to fwos the enemy om thafr North, bDetwesn their poiitions and the
1st platom. A four man (Privetes, Bottini, lewvis, MecDouzld snd Jasoba) mmohins

gm outpost at (X038309) ws omghtoly surrounded and forved to take cover, from

flanking fire, in & nearby house

AS OOMBA Bajor Edgertan, Sjuadron 8«3, ordered Capt. Meyer to take the lst .
platoon of the Buginsers to reinforce Troop B, They were brought down fram their
positions on the hill (X935187) and procesded in two truwoks, using the rond towards
the MUZBNICH chureh because of smmll erms fire hoard in visinity of the railroad
orossing (X937198) long the shorter routs. Thoy turnmed right on the highway snd
a8 they rods throuch a demse cloud of black smoke given off by three wehicles ,
burning alongside the church, they came under & heavy enemy artillery ooncentration .
whioch buret on the road and on both sides, dut which inflictad no damage or cas-
:.mm At 1010A Capt. Meyer arrived at the Troop "B" CP with the platoom ready

o L™ . ‘ ’ .

From 1000A to 1030A, obssrvers oaught supporting waves of ensmy infantry ed-
vencing from Inmgenbroich in the vicinity of (X067198) and (X952197). This advance
was brelen up by the fire of 88ad Armorsd Fleld Artillery Battalion; ossumle
ties being cheorved at (K947198)7 Aleo ad 10004, the ensmy suscesdad in outting
the Monscham-Bupen road at the hairpin turn sbove Mosschau (K941198), and & mmll
foroe aotually placed & machine _un in action on the high bank overlooking the
road at (X940010%6). This wus eliminated by Sergesnt Jrsin and & fouwr man patrol
from Shw lab platoom, Campany F, who assaulted it with grenadss under their owm
cevering Pire, killing three and oapturing two of the ememy. Eight (8) additional
Gormans swrendersd in this Lmediate loonlity, prioumably a8 & result of this
actien; fmking s tetal of ten (10) capbured in this astion?

At 10864, approximmtely ferty. five (45) enomy had infiltrated among the sesond
platoen positions of Troop B and Lieutenmut Yonte, the plstoon cammnder, progered
te ceunterattack with the engineer reinforsoments drought up by Captain Neyer,
During the fire fight which followed, Sergeant Oxenhum and fewr men went to the
aid of the fsolated cutpost at (X985208) with sn armored capr, Piring the 50 cal.
mohine gun fram the turret himeslf, he directed the dimmowmbed wen to employ
marching fire and, together, they advanced streight at the attacldng snemy. The
Germans withirew bofore this determined aotion and a nmumber took cover in a stone
barny #hkich Sergeant Oxenham surrounded, forcing the swerender of eight..

As the platoon, reinforced by the engineers, ccuntersttacked te restere their
beloagured outpost and to close the gap betweon themselves and the 1sb platoon,
Troep B, they were jeined by two NGO forward cbeervers fram Troop By Staff Ser-
geant Pigher and Sergesns Sullivans These man had the mission of sotting up an
cbservation pest in suppert of Troop B, but finding their intendsd lotation in tho
oontre of shw fire fight descridbed sbove, they joined forces with the countere
attacking platoon. "hile engaging soveral enomy with their persooal weapons, they
~ cbesrved German reinfercemsnts caming out of the Areaw and scross the rallraad '

tracks ot (X940203). Disengaging themselves from the fight, they immediately
oalled forr and adjusted fires by the Assault Gun Treop whioch inflicted whut were
probadly the heaviest cssualties of the day on an (memy reserve platosm, Actunl
Sownt determined the total of onexy dead in this sres 4o be fram fifty (60) to

3, Affidavit of Pfo Plera, 17th FA O.an Bn
- & Reports of Gapt Saing Lt Yonts
.Q bw“ of I‘t. Kﬂ‘ﬁl; UB. c°1'm
6. Reports of L&. Yonts; B/Sgt Fisher
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sixty-five (65) resulting fran both ssmll arms and artillery fire! The platoon
successfully restored all of its positioms and, with phe aid of the enginsers,
closed the zap und joined foroes with the lat platoon. '

At the tine of the above action the Troop B camand post came under enemy
small armg fire and found itself enguged in a fire fight smong the hedgerovs at
(K934201), The combined effaorts of all hewdjuarters personnel, employing personal
wsspons and machine ;uns of the commnd post arxored cars, turned this ey attaock
away from the Eupen road and to the nerth #here they wers engaged by the new rein.
foroed 2nd platoon. Technician Grade Pive durold S. Hill, a half track driver in
the troop supply section was severely woundod in this action and died later, in the
hospital.

At 10234, in the midst of the above attack on Iroop B, a message came fram the
102nd Cavelry Uroup that rsinforoewm:mts cousisting of a company of Armered Infantry
and a company of meaium tunks wore on the way. Twenty exemy fighters strufed the
Troop B and Canpany F seoters, and Corperal Fitspatrick, manning & .50 oal machine
g¢un of Treop B neadjuarters set owe afire which was seen to orash in emmy territory,
south of Imgenbroichy Alse at 1030A, the Troop C right flank outpest overlooking
the uraw at (X346236) was attacked by & syuad of Gormans who attempted to flank
their position. This was repelled after & ghort fire fight in +hioh Sergeant Messanc
and his light hr.kz at (X946184) apsisted. Three casumlties were inflicted before
the exomy withires? ’

At 1100&. the Srd platoon, ‘rragp B, reported some ememy infiltration between
their positions and the lst pla At 11114, two oompanies of Germans attempted
teo assault both of these platoons from the draw (X943208) to (X945220). Observers

for the 62nd Field Artillery Battalion adjusted on this target and broke up the

attack before the onemy could oross the reilroad tracks in front of Troep B, De-
fensive fires were maintained on this dsed ground for several hours after the attack-
ing foroes was brolen up. Shortly aftersirds, friendly planes appeared over the

area and the artillery marked Imgenbroioch +ith red smoke.

From 1000A to 1100A, the attack alen; the "snale road”, north of Monschau, was
renewed und supperted by heavy machine ;um fire from the Stillbusch house (KX945202).
All artillery being employed on the Troop B front at this tine, the lst platoon of
Company F and Troop C met the attack sith 373, rachine gun and mortar fire. Tank
destroyers continued to shoot at houses alon; the road (X946196) and the tanks placed
STEM high losive shells inte the Stillbusoh positions until all machine ;un fire
was silence ’ )

At 11247, Greup Headjuarters infarmed the Squadren that the expected reinfaroe-
ments sheuld be arriving st sbout that time. » message was sent te Oroup, in re-
turn, that a battalion of Germmus had penetrated to the Mutsenich Ril10and that FW
statements indicated the maim attack was to follow that af'ternoon. Due te the heat
of the engage.snt it was impessible for Squadran Headjuarteors te keep' abreast of
the situstion.on 111 troop fronts, amd the fact that the fizht on the mstzenich
Hill was slosly coming wmder catrol «#ms not known until later in the afternoon.
dvtvally toe number of Gerséns penetrating owr lines 3did not exoeed 100, slthough
the exact fi ure ould not be reckuned. Corpany A, 47th Arnored Infantry Battalion,
ommandsd by First ldeutenant .leirsms, roported to the Syuadren at 1100A and were
dire:ted aver the unimproved road ~hich rem north-east from the Supen road at
(K899199), and throu h the woods in rear of froop B, Hers they isployed, three pla-
toons abreast, to move e the Rast, threugh the woods and mop any eneny which had
infiltrated throush the Treep B lines. The Company's anti~tank platoen was given
the missiem of patrolling the reads in rear of the troops, and covering the main
read interseotion: witly their - ums.

1. Affidarits and Certificates, Troop B; certificate of Lt. Comfort
2. Ruports of Lt Yents; Capt Sain
3. Report of Capt Sain

4. Report of Cupt Prink, 5-2

S. Rnport‘ of Lt, Kets

8. Cortificate of Lt Comfort, 62nd FA Bn.
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At approximately 1120A Capt. Whitley and his Compeny C {less 2 platoons) of
medium tanks from the 10th Tank Battalion, were intercepted on the EUPEN romd by .
Capt. Meyer at (X899198) where he was issuing instructions to Company A, 47th Amored
Infantry. Capt. #hitley was given orders to take one platoon as far dosn the high-
way a8 the B Troop CP and, without stopping, to dispatch it undier its platoom leader
astride the read leading off to the left at (X931201) and to preceed in combat £mr-
mation ready fer action. They wers to gain conteact «ith Lt, Yont: in vicinity of
(K930206) and lend him direct support. They proceeded on their missian and upon
redching the tura-off point, were met by the Squadron Commander. Ag the Troop B
situation wes now umjer aontrol, he directedi tho tenks to disregard their uaignod
miuion. and -0 take oover +hile awaiting furthsr orders.

‘At 120)A, Group Headiwarters radioced that the 47th Regimentel Combat team was
advancing inte the sector from bupen and that the Sjuadron would became attacked te
them upon their arrival. /

Confirmation that the "main attack” was to be launched by the Germans that after-
noon was received as & result of a prisoner of war statement sent by Troop A. At
Squadron Headjuarters in Monschau, all personnel had been alerted and formed inte
security groups rpainst the threet of penetration fram the Mutgenich Hill and at the
hair-pin turn (K941188). Armored cars and orews were placed at strategioc points in
the town and on the hill above the command post itself. Machine guns andi rifleren waere
stationed at the doors and windouss of tho post office building ococupied by the cormend
post. Prisoners, as nany as thirteen (13) at one times, were sert to the resr in
2 § ten truoks, being forced to lie Jown in the bedy of the wehicles. Ration end
ammunition trucks, vhich centinued to come forward from Eupen throughout the engage-
mont, wore used for this purpose, w7ith supply snd morter maintenance persopnel aoting -
as guards. “everal of the headjuarters trp mechanics were pressed into service
to provide ediitional looal security, as were & number of convalescent patients from
‘the Squadron sid station in the building next to the corand post.

From 1200A to 1300A, there was a slight slackening of the preasurs om the Troop
B front, and heavy defensive fire were main:ained on possible routes of snemy ithe
drawal weat of Imgenbroich, from (K941203) to (K344208). Concentrations were placed
on these areas by the 62nd Armored Field Artillery and Troop E of the Squairom. -

At 1328A, the lst platoon, Traop B, began to reosive muwre small arms fire and,
at 13304, Company F took another priscner at the blown bridge North of Monachau
(K942196).

At 13604, five nmedium tanks were put in support of Troop B positions, now oome
pletsly restored. Two platoons of sngineers were im the line with Traop B ani the
infantry continued to mop up in the woods to the rear, attempling to drive the enery
penetrating force to the Bast. v

‘A% M42CA; srtillery wus placed on ememy groups forming about the bunkers and
pillboxes in the vicinity of Imgenbroioh. Troop E fired on enamy mortar position.l
near Stafrelivech (K938210) and laufenbuch (K942208).

Prem 1500A to 1700A the enemylocmmenced to +ithirew at (K940207)." Ling range
tank and machine ,un fire by 3rd platoon, Company F, drove a foroe of about thirty
(30) Germans te s:ek cover in the woods at (1(940308)2 Troop E was immediatsly
registered on tha woods and infliocted heavy casualties; only a few escaping. Twinty
bolies were later osvacuated fram this particular ares

At 1646A, the infantry cleaned up in rnr\ of Troop B broke from the weois and
wore integrated in the Troep positions for that night. The medium tanks were dis~
posed in support of the Sjuadron, one plutoon at (K930206); one section at (K937185),

1. Report of Sergeant West.

2. BReport of Lt. Cullinen.
3. Affidavits and Vertifiocatss, Troop B; repert of Capt Frink S-2.
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and the reminin; seotion at (1(938195). ¥Yafensive, interdictory and hurrassing f{ire
for the night were arranged #ith the 406th Artillsry Group, 62nd Armored Field Are
tillory Battalion and Troop E. '

The 47th Infantry arrived in Mutrenioch at 1836A, the cormand post locating at
(k916196). The re iment bivouaced astride the supen rosa, west of Mutsenich for the
nizht, Linison #g immediately establighed using the salternate command post half
track.

At dark all listening posts were put osut, and as many patrols maintained through-
out the ni ht as practicable.

At 2200A, Troop C observed about twenty enemy inm the vicinity of ths houses and
iragon's testh to their immediats fromt! This report was juickly corroborated and
both the 62nd Field Artillery and *roop & were enlled upaon for fires, Illuminating
mortar shells were thrown over the area snd an ostimated force of two hunired (200)
Gsrmans were cau ht adransing west from Imgenbroich .4th the evident intention of
coming into our lines through the Stillbusch (K945202) and “snake road” (K945198) draws.
Approximately one hundred (100) Germans were trapped by artillery fire on the "snake
road" iteell, and & larger number at (K962200). Heavy enemy oasualties ware caused
by the artillery} with 37 end machine g;uns of Company F and Troep C accounting for
¢ number of the Germans whe had reached the blowa bridge at {K942196). *‘he firing
was continued for about forty five (46) minutes under the constant light of B6OMM
mortar illuminating shells. “hortly after 21004, the envmy force «ithdrew after
sufferin; severs losses. At 22004, Troop E was given a mission to "walk" up the
"snake road"” again, employlng battery fire in fifty (50) yard jumps.

Again at 2230A, Company F and Troop B outposts reported movement in the Stille
busch (X9465202) draw, and the area was illurinited. “n estimaied one hundred (enexy)
wore seen advancing from Imgembroich in the area (X0848198). Troop E put over one
hundred and fifty (150) rounds in this area and effeotively dispersed ths ensmy
groups #ith unkno./n casuanlties,

At 2300A, towed 57M3 anti-tank yuns from ths 47th Infantry were attached and two
asre placed with Troop C and one vith Compuny F, At 23204 a Troop B patrol reported
that they had regovered the two vehioles (3/4 C & R car and 1/4 ton truck) sbandoned
by the 955th Field artillery Battalion observatiom outpost at (¥930211) earlier in
the day; no persomnel were found in tho locality. Unusual enemy use of pyrotechnios
and searchlights continued throuzhout the night.

~ddnight 17 Degember 1944 found the Sjuadron literally heolding tts breath.
Wern by the strainm of the days fighting, nevertheless all persomnel wore fully alert
and still possessed a ;;00d reserw, muntal and physieal, for what might come. “he
most remarkable feature of the entire day had been the negligible twe (2) casuml.
ties received. Over twe hundred (200) enemy dead were reported, by actual count,
on the fronts of Troops B, C, and Company F§ 1Troop E had fired eleven hundred and
five (1106) rounds of 76MM howitaer amunition for & total of twenty three (23)
missions® The 62nd Armu. F. A, Bn had fired 1941 rounds of 106Mi ammunition for a
total of 73 missions in cireot support of the Syuadron? All of the Squadron positions
were intact and strengthened by reinforcements.

The balance of the ni_ ht, until O300A, was ..urked only by & repititiaen of the
previous nihts pyrotechnics and searchlight activity. Numerous planes passed cver
the sedtor and thers ¥as the usual enemy hirrassing artillery fire. At 01267
Lieutenant Kruonick and his vogineers completed a minefield on the road st (K942207)
in front of Troop B. The 3rd Battalien ocumandisr of the 396th Infantry reported that
the enemy uppeared to be infiltrated and iy, in; in on the flanks of his outposts.

1. Reperts of Sergeant “est; S/Sgt Zuckoff; Cupt. Prink S-2.

2, Cortificates and affidsvits Troop B; Compuny F; report of Capt Frink, S-2.
8. Repoart "missions fired by Troop B" ’

4. Certificate of major vay o3, 62ud .rid F. A. Bn,

- 15-

e e el e

UNCLASSIFIED



il iiiririe.  UNCLASSIFIED

18 Decenber; At 0300A, s terrifio ensmy artillery and racket barrage fall on
the Monschau and Hofen areas and wire oommunioation with the 39%th Infantry went
out, Contaot was mainteined by rudio through observation post ou the Hofen Hill,
manned by Sergeant Joseph Poll of Troop C1 Shartly after 0330A, enemy planes
ciroled aver Monschau and dropped & numbsr of flares. Troop C called for artillery
on suspected movement slong the "snake road". Heavy enemy mortar and artillery
fire fell on the iwutzenich Hill and Troop C reoported receiving small arms fire from
the draw immediately .rest of Menzerath (K948189) at 0440A.

At 04454, the enemy attacked the 39 th Infantry Regiment in Hofen, capturing one
outpost. Jthis was Pollowed by a report thut thure had been & penetration in the in-
fantry lines at (K951170) but that ths sap had been sealsd. ,

Troop A reported, ako at 04454, that Licutenant Warren McCray and Privates
William Dube and Robert iiynn had besn killed vwhile laying anti-tank mines in front

of the troop sector.

At 0616A, the 396th Infentry a,ain reported enemy to their front, and #ith the
aid of mortar illuminating shells, Seryeant Poll picked up the snemy at (K9563173),
99th Division was adjusted on tne targots presented through this observation pott}

The remaining hours of darkness passed without unusual incident. With the
firet light at 0746A, Troop B outposts fired om & small Germen patrol te their front
without results; and at 0814A, Troop C placed artillery on sn eremy squad at (K948
196). At 0830A, the Squmdron Cemmander left for hoadjusrters 47th Infantry.

At 08504, enemy artillery and rocket concsntrations sgain fell on the area, and
groups of Germans were observed in the viocinity of pillboxes to the East of Hofen,
The 395th -Infantry line on Hofen mn came under heavy smell arms fire and, at 09384,
reported A pensvtration in that town. Ten (10) enemy tanks struck at Company L,
395th Infantry, from the south-east. The 2nd platoon, Company F, began to reoeivo
some action as & result of this attack on the Sjumirom's right, and captured one
German in the draw to their front. The Troop C observation post on the Hyfen Hill
at (X944177) became & witally importsnt sontaot and relay point for lisison with the
595th Infantry as telephone carmuniocations with that unit went out. Sergeant Poll,
in command of this position, maintained a constant and invaluable flow of reperts
to Squadren Headjuarters, via his radie and telephone, keeping the commend post in-
formed as to the infentry situmation at all times. At about 1000A, the infantry sgusd
in position te “ergeant Poll's immediate right was taken out to be used in & counter-
attack role eslsewhere. Realizing that his sxall observation peost was, in effeot,
the right flank of the Sjuadron, Sergeant Poll effectively filled this gap, using his
L¥adTed oAr crew ni the two redio techniocians who had oome from the Troop headjuarters
to check his radiof At thia oritioal moment the onany attacked the Hofen Hill in
foroe and Sergeant Pell, Jirecting his amall foros, calling for and adjusting srtillery
fire, and himself firing a light mechine yun; successfully repulsed a frontal assault
on his position. For this gallant action which played an important part in the ie-
fense of Hofen, Sergeaut Poll has bien reconusnded for the Distinguished Qonduct
Medel (British) and appointed acting platoun sergeant.

At 1030A, the 395th Infantry reported enemy penetration to (K948173), almost to
Kalterherborg, and at 11104, the 406th Field Artillery Group reported & concentration
of an unknown number of enemy tanks at thia saxs locatiom.

Troop B took foux {4) prisoners at 11174, who were driven out of & haystack in
front of the lst platoom. All steated they were members of a reconnaisasance patrol,
and were twrned over to the 47th Infantry. lLater, the Troop brought in six (6)
wounded prisoners from the vicinity of 3tillbusch (X946202), who had heen left on

the greund as a result of the provious night's action.

At 1345A. Troop C observed two high ranking enemy officors, one dreuod in the
Panter unifora and the cther in field grey-greem, observing .7ith field glasses and &
map from a pillbex in fromt of Imgenbroich. 4ihese Gorman officers appeared to bs in-
tereated in ths approaches ©® Monschi&u.

1. Report of Capt. Rogers. ,
2. Affidevit of Tec 4 Straipgis
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SUMNARY OF EFEMY ACTICN 16-18 DECEMBER 1944,

Enomy actiens fer the psried 16+18 Deesszber, in the arsa h@3d by the 38th (avalry
Recennaissanos Squadren indiocate that ali slementas ef the 751s5 Regiment and the lat
Battalien of the 732nd Regiwent, 326th Velks Gremadier Divisien were ompleyed in a
full sonle effensive eoffert te gair oentrol ef tho Menschau srea and with the missien
te deminate the Menschau-Eupon read. . : )

On 16 December 1514 the snomy mads & fremtal attaock, en Menschau, in battalien
strength, empleying beth battalien and regimental suppert weepens. The attsck was
preceded by & series of time en target oencentratiens which lasted frem 0528A to oso'cmo
At (616A, cempanies attacked simultaneeusly from (K9498197), (K950190) and (K950i80)-

"All three efferts wers successfully repulsed. It is 1nborcst1ng to nete that tho enemy
did net cemmit roserves in the furthersnce ef the attack. Anether attack was launched
= at O?iﬁ& frem Kongerath Hill (K945186). This was alse ropulsed and the enemy cenfinad
his: a.oﬁgna te heavy harrsssing interdioting fires and streng patrelling fer the re-
mindet ‘of the day. Girman parsirssps from cesbat teanm Ven der Heydte were dropped .
behind the sgquadren line during the night. o

Prem 0AOA, 17 Decexbor 1984, it was svidemt that tho onemy was endeavering te

mss. treeps at strategic points in preparatien for & majer offert., At 06850A the attack }

 was made with a oenbat tosm cempesed of three battalions; twe battaliens ef the 761st
Regiment and ene battalien of the 752nd Regiment. The third battalism ef the 751st
Regimont was held in rsserve pesition in the vioinity ef (K957206). Simultanseusly,
paratresps becamw kotive bohind the Squadren lines, and a ‘miner attack was repulsed at
(K935229) at 0800A. 116 mmin attack developed into & frental effert against Mezschau,
¢ on- the provieus day, and an envelepsant to the Nerth in an attempt te out the ‘
Mengchau - Bupen read frem the Mutsenich Hill. Priseners ef war frem all compard es oi‘ '
the 1st and 2nd Bettaliens ef the T5lst were taken in the aron in frent ef the )
Mutzenich Hill frem the "snfke read" te the merth. This facw plus the ebservatiens
of tho defenders of the line indicete that the entire 751lst Velk Grenadier Regliuont
wes cemmitted fer the attack eu Mutsenieh Hill and the Mensohau - Eupen read. 'the
assambly fer this dttack teek plscs in the draw saut ef Mutzenich prier te daylight.
At dawn the attack jusped eff seuth tewards the "hairpin turn” (K941198) and west en
the hill itself. The seuthorn sttmok, which was coerdinated with an attack in cempany
strength west dewn the "smake reed"” was ropulsed by 0800, but: the attack en the
¥utsonioh Hill micoeeced in ponotrating the B Tresp line in the wisinity ef
starffelleusen (K93721C) before it was qeunter attacked and driven baok., The attack
wes definitely atoppec by 1300A aftor all reserves had boen cemmitted. AL 17004 tho '
enomy made ansther appraach in strength dewn the reed leading due wast fream
Ingonbreioh, which was breken up by the fire ef the 186th Fioid Artillery Btttalian
befere it osuld be dsvsleped inte agether attaok. :

The exemy then trisd twice mere during the nijht ef 17-18 December te breai
threugh. At 2200A appreximetoly tre compsaies wers ebservod mAssing in the area : ,
{K945202) and (K98515¢)., Theso groups were dispersed by hsavy artillery ocemoentratione
and smll arms fire. At 22304 znether onemy oonoentration o' appreximately 100 treeps
weg ebaerved and breken up at (KM 01IE8), ‘ .

At 03004, 18 Daoenber 1944, hoavy artillsry aad reckst hurrages were plaood en
the Hefon and Menschauv areaz: This wss fellowed by an attacit at daylight in an attempt
te flank the Menschau pesitisns Lrog the Hofon Bill, After noems penetratien this
sttack was repulsed lete in the day. *

-

The 326th Velks urenadier Divied sr; Rfter thrio attewpts en succes sive da.ysa had

failed te scoemplish ~heir missienl
' - s@c F,‘ % 3 é/
« FRINK

GEOR(
Jeptain, Cawvalry
S,

1, Repert IPW Team 1., 2G .en 45,
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Heavy enemy shelling continued to fall_om Syusdron pesitions und, at 1616A,
srumy infintry cemmenced to build up in the'Rdmwm River ravine at (X947181). The
2nd platoon, Company F, heard whistl® signals and reported much movemsnt. All
available artillery was put on the terget and the enemy withdrew, '

Shortly before 2400A, & Troop B outpost at {(X942138), menned by a sjuad of
attached enyineers, heard the noise of movement upproaching down the dras from
Stillouach (945202). Their position .sas huavily wired in and all aporoaches covered .
by trip flares, so they alerted their yun crews and waited. #ithin a mitter of
minutes one of the flares ras gset off, revealin; an enomy patrol and machine gun
crow. All weapons were directed at the tar;et thus exposed before the Gaermins could
fire a shot. The element of surprise was complety: four of the ensmy were killed,
one of shom was un offioer, and six .ounied; t.o more were captured unharmed. The
latter stated that it had been a fourteen mun patrol, led by an officer ssnt cut by
the 751st Regiment. Their mission was to reconnoiter to the Xonzen Railroad stitienm
te determine whethor the Monschau-Eupen road was mined at this peint. Mine detectors
found among the ejuipment dropped by the ¢nemy confirmed this point. This action
served to make it clear that the use of trip flares is more profitable than the use
of booby traps in an alert Jefense, : . A

19 Decomber; At 1130A Troep A, with its attached Company I, 121st Infuntry,
and the platoon of light tanks fram Coupary F, 102d Cavalry Sjuairon, was jetached
fram the control of this Syuadron and, remtining in position, was attachei to the:
3rd Battalion of the 12lst Infantry. Thus, Company A, 47th Armorsdi Infantry, be-
came the left (Nurth) unit of the Squadron.

The platoon leaders and noncommissioned officera of Troop B reconnoitered proe
pesed new areas to be occupied by their units on the following day. The troop now
had attached (1) one platoon of mejium tunks from Campany C, 10th Tank Bn, positioned
in vieinity of (831205) und (931208); (2) one asection of M-10s from Company C, 893rd
TD Bn, in vieinity of (933197); and (3) one platoen plus 2 squads of Company A, 146th
Bngineers; thickening the MLR positions.

fhen Troop C was relieved of its positions in the 500 yards of trenches eon
MONSCHAU HIIT by Company A, lst Bn, 47th Infuntry, they begen the arducus task of
moving eyuipmexd down the steep hillside and prepared for & night moverent to sssume
a portion of the Squadron front between Troop B and Company A, 47th Armored Infantry.

: Troop E fired 218 reounds of ammunition during the period on obgerved point tar-
gots and wmobserved harassing missions.

Campany F, less the lst and 3rd platoons, was relieved of its mission in the
defense of MONSCHAU by the 1st Bn of the 47th Infantry, and proceedsd at 2106A to
the Monachau rail road station, in the basement of which the command post was set up.
The 2nd platoon remak:4d in reserve in that position. The lst plateen continued to
defend in vioinity of the blown-out bridge (941196) and at the hairpin turn (94051966),
while the 3rd platoen remained at (934201)., Both platocns were in suppert of Troop
B. The commarding efficer and his headquarters of Company C, 10th Tank Bn, operated
from the F Company CP.

, At dusk the Syuadron command post :.oved to MUTZENICH (920199) and the headjuarters
of the lst Bn, 47%h Inlantry, occupied the previous lecation in the MONSCHAU pest
effice.

20 December; Beginning with the movement of Troop C &t 0200A, the fellowing re-
liefs end changes in positiom of platoons were affected; '

(1) 18t of Truop C relieved lat of Troop B.
{2) 18t of Troop B relieved 2nd of Co A (AIB).
(3) 2nd of Co A (AIB) relieved 3rd of Traeep B.
{4) 2nd of Troop C relieved 3rd of Co A,

The Squadron Medical Detachwont moved out of MONSCHAU te WTTZ INICH, GERMANY,
where another infirmAry was set up at (910188).
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The Squadron {less Troop 4) with Co A attached, was then disposed along a 4000
yard front, from rijht (South) to left (Harth): Troop B supported by tvo light
tank platoons, a section of self-propelled tank destroyers snd a medium tenk pla-
toon; Rresy G then: Co A, 47th Armd Infantry, in direct contuct on its left with
Troop A (attachod to 121st Infantry Rsgiment).

Troep B had a1l three of its recounaisssnce platoons committed on the MLR with
its attachments in suppert, Troop C and Company A each had a platoon in dug-in
supperting positions behind the two plataons en the line. The 57mm anti~-tank guns
of Company A were placed and sandbagged covering the road net and terrain approaches
from the Nerth,

The wnit owumnd posts were located as follows:

Co A, 47th A. I. Bn (956231)
cTr (928203}
F Co | (936194)
B Tr No change (932201)
E Tr No ochange (303187)

Squadron again moved 100 yards to (920198). A 170mm dud went through the house
Just vaouted.

Troop B and Company F ceordinated fire plans and physical contacts with Company
A, 47th Infantry in MONSCHAU en thuir right.

Dayli sht escurity patrols were dispatched by each line unit., These were
fellowed by allenight patrols working far in front of the listening pests. All el-
erents, incluiing the Squa.iron camsand pest group, toek added meusures of seourity
against German paratreopers still known te be at large in the rear arees,

21.31 Deooamber; The Squadron oontinuod to improve positions by drigbhian. sand~
bagging and bul 1dIng overhead cover against shelling and the vinter elemen The
placing of many bands of concertina baroed wire ivith piockets and fixing of warning
trip flares were enphasized. Dy the end of the month each position Was encirsled
with at least 3 bands and the entire front was protected by &t least 8 bands. A
total of 3500 rolls of wire was used between 20 and 31 December., The sver present
snow covering the ground samewhat hempered operations, restricting movement to dark-
neas and fog and forcing the persennel in most of the outlying positions to remain
under concealmont and to refrain from making tracks or spoil. thite mmow suits wers
provided and worn by patrols by day and mni ht. Ythe camouflage of vehicles and em-
placemsnts was effeotively acoanplished by the use of any available white cloth.

The enemy, of course, wers confronted with the same diffioulties and offered our ar-
tillery forward observers many lucrative targets. :

On 24 Deosmber the Squadran was attached to the 60th Infantry Regiment. On the
2lst, CompBny A of the 416th sn;ineers #was relieved ef attachment to the Squairon and
on the 26th and the 27th, respectively, Company C, 10th Tank Bn and the tenk destrey-
ers of the 893rd T.D. Bn reverted te control of their parent units, With their =~ -
leaving, the reserve platoon of Compsny F and two platoons of Company I, 2nd Bn, 60th
Infantry, took up positions in suppert of Troop B. Compeny I was reinforced with
elomsnts of the H7xm anti-tank company.

Officer liaison was maintiindd with the headjuarters of the 102nd Cawvalry Group
and the 60th Infantry Regiment and an armored oar was assigned te the 2nd Bn, 60th
Infantry, in case of telephons failure, Capt +ilsom reperted as liaison offiocer
frem the 60th ¥, A. Bn and Capt Hazeltine was relieved as lisison frem the 62nd

Armored F. A, Bn and replaced by Lt. Cerutti. Lt. Davis reperted from the 186th F.A.
Bao B :

Early in the morning on the Z21st, Pfo Ashwell, on &n armored car outpost &t the
Squadren CP, challenged and captured four German paratroopers.

Troop A romained detached for the period. On the 2lst of December the 3rd Bn,
121at ET. was relieved by the 3rd Bun, 3511 RCT, 78th Infantry Divisien, apd Troop A,
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ra-mu in position, beocame attached teo the latter. Jhus, Troop A was with XIX
Corps in the 9th U. S. Army w#hile the Squadron remained under V Corps in the 1lst U.
S. Amy.

On the 21st Lt. Seceammano oand six men, all former members of the Sjuadron, re-
turned from hespital and were assigned to Troop A. The troop suffered a great loss
on the seme day when & large caliber ensmy shell made & direct hit on the commsnd
pest killing Teo 6 Baxter and Pvt fveler and camving the evacuation fram wounds of
Tec 4 Diana, Cpl Scircle, Tec 5 Howe, Tegc 6 Mmliters, Pfo Trummer, Pfo Lucivisnsky,
Pyt Dyer and Pvt Jickliff. Pfo Moyer, Major Rousok's driver, dled ef wounds and the
Sjuadren Executive Offiocer narrewly escaped injury. Other mewbers of the troop amd
attached units suffered minor wounds and returned ¢o Juty after medical trestment,

01?;&%%._ 47th Armored Infantry, Jispatched radio squipped patrols each night
#hich trave salong the company front, sast of the reilread, and set up successive
listening posts, returning at first light. Unisr covor of darkness on Xmas night ene
S7MM gun from the anti-tank platoon was man-handled inte & barn at (939221) anl well
concealed by daylight. This gun, within 50 ysrds of the 2nd platoon forward positiens
on the NLR, oommandsd an oxcellent 90° [ield of fire. The eother two guns wero ewme
placed covering the roads at (9540235) and (935229). ‘

Nightly recomnaissance and seourity patrols were operated by Troop B s th ne
enexy contacts and little to repert. “eweral points were investigated, such as tiw
vicinity of (948208); a trench reported st (947209) which proved to be s drajunage
ditoh; and, 8 pillbox at (952208). On the aicht of the #8th, Tes 5 Buckman and Pvt
Chernock provided the point for sn infantry patrol from the 60th Infantry and set uwp
ean ambush at (943208) where a four-man German patrol was surprised. After a short
fire fight they killed ome and brought in three prisoners. '

During the period Troop B captund 14 prisoners. From & civilian report on
the 224, the "Riot Syuad" of headjuarters platoom - Cpl Fitspatrick, Teoc § ‘Mare
mouth, and Pf¢ Villalba, agsisted by Sgt Belcher snd two men fram the sscond platoon,
captured fouwr paratroopers. ihey surreunded und searched a house and barn (932193),
Finding nothing they threw in few hend gremades and fired their smll arms, whire-
upon the Germans came out frem under the hay. On the same iay Pvt Orossi, while
strin ing vire between the lat and 2nd platoona, ssw 8 paratroopers. He fired his
oarbine at them and they ull surrendered te him. Om the 22nd twe mors paratroopers
were captured by oo £ MoOauley's outpoat as they tried teo return ﬂxroq;h the lines
te ths Germans.

continued to send out alleni;ht security patrols without enemy contact.
On the 2; € Pfo Benham of the 2nd platoon captured four paratroopers attempting te
pass through the lines to the east. Celnoldently, Pfo Benham was wounded by long
range, haressing _achine yun fire on the 22and.

The six asssult guns of Troop E fired 1915 reunds ef :-\n:lthn during the
period. Z%he troop maintained three observation poats, Mo. 1 at (938220) and ¥Wo. 2
at (930208), both of . hich wers manned 24 hours & Jay. No. 3 was manned enly Jr-
ing daylight and wis used as an excellent ebaervaticn pest for the sjuadron staff
and others whe had reason to 1nnput the t.rnin to the frent.

During the month of December, Troop B fired 8199 rounds sf amunition, shich
amounted te & 60.2 ton projectile weisht. A Jdetail wnder Sergeants Guidry and
Oliver captured thru German paratroopers on tha 2lst.

The light tanks of Cowp my F oooupied supporting positions behind Troop B with
the 3rd platoom in reserve. Om the 27th that platoon was also carmitted to fill the
vacancy left by the medium tunks of the 10th Tank Bn #hich had revorted to ¥ Corpe
contrel. Pive paratroepers were captured om the 26%h. 8/Sgt iright retirned frem
hospital after recowry frax & Jound received in Saptember at MANDERFEID.

The attached Srd platoon of Company A, 112th neors laid mine fields a¢
(941207) and (940212), =nd crated the rud at (N&gﬂ ¥Yhe platoon continued
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te assist the troops in wire laying and setting trip flares as well as mintaining
the road net. :

The Sjuadron Mediocul Detachment continusd to maintain its infirmary, oaring for
the sick in uarters and oonducting daily siok call. During the month of December a
total of 39 Battle Casualties and 40 Non-Battle Casualties from the Sjuadron were
procesgsed through the aid station. The battle ocasuslties consisted of § killed in
action, 34 woiunded, und one battle injury.

The Rear Echelon continued ta supply and service the Squadren from EUPEN, RELe
GIUM. A truckhead was esteblished at the Troop B rear command post at MUIZENICH
(910196) and placed in charge of 5/Sgt Gang from S-4. -All supplies were distributed
from this point in smmll wshicles.

The rear echelon bivonac escaped damage on several occasions when IUPEN was
subjected to shelling and bombing. A number of enemy planes were knocked down by an
offioient anti-aircraft crew 300 yards away,

In conjunction with the V Corps defense system, Capt lLiarvel, Hq and Service
Troop Commander, was pluoed in charge of the area in vicinity of his bivouao and
conducted bantam-armored car night patrols. '

Decomber - Generaly On the night of 21 Decsmber the Syuadron Commender, accem~ -
panied by Major Housek and Captain Meyer, visited Troop A at KONZEN STATION, and
swrounded by the atmosphere of the typical front-line commund post, presenbed the
" decoration of the Silver Jtar for gallantry in aotion te the Troop Commander, Capt
Buenzle, lst It Tully, and Pfo Glinski. The party then prooeedsd to the cormund post
of thes 2nd platoon of Troop C along the MIR and there presunted the sams award to
lst Lt. O'Brien. N ~

Troop kitchens fed B rations +ith the excsption of isolated platoons, which
used 10-in-1 menus prepared by attached cooks. lovevor, on Christmas Day all per-
sonnel were served a full course turkey dinner. ‘

The closing of the old year marked the 1lllth consecutive day that the Sjuadron
hed been in direet contact with the enemy ulon; the SIEGFRIED LINE. On New Year's
Eve of 1943 the entire Squadron had been engaged in an embitieus practioce firing
schedule at the OKEILIMPTON Renge on DARTMOOR, ENGLAND,
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