
On the evening of Thursday, 13 August 19&!., a debriefing 
COT?f~i’B’lC” _ .v vas held at the Glebe I!ouzlt Home, LFXXYSTER. During 
the course of the conference each comzsnder present l::ho had 
cormailded a unit the size of a battalion or larger of the 82d 
Airborne Division in Operation XST;JlrE, was pemitted to tal!: 
for not to exceed ten sinutes. Instructions wsre that each 
officer bras to speak freely, without restraint, regarding any 
aspect of the operation during its airboke phase and to offer 
any criticism he saw fit ix the interests of iqwoving our 
opersti onal te chni cue in future combat . Commnders spoke in 
the order in which it ~vrns planned that they would land. Their 
state:xents I:rere t&en dobm verbatim as far as possible, At the 
conclusion of the. conference, considerable free-for-all dis- 
cussion took place of $.G.c3 no record was kept. Vowsver , it 
did have a bearing O’il the c~ncluaions attached to this report: 
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.I feel that.1 have very little' for posterity atthe mol!;ent. The flight 
until,we hit the French cpast'was ouite uncvcntful for my Eattalion. Ye reached 
E&KY intact and in formation, 
ackhack' froia the ground 

As‘&'came in across the coast we saw a little 
a&d"1 thought'that there were some planes from the 1Olst ._ 

Division shot down, As 
could see our T,' 

Tie acnrJai.hed .o&= EZ the pilot informed me that he 
The 'r@.hfi~~dor group had been dropFed essentially where they 

should have'been, a little 'furtntir inland, and they only displayedlt~o~T~s... One 
HBS 1iFhted :cIhi:n we dropped ;' T:le ;;r;ilot x .hz:d VJ'S 
dol:,ln to the correct jumping aL't:l,t~;:c 5 

3Xtrefilel.y reluctant;: to. come 
v'Te ~.air,e in at 11:CC fe-_t, and our speed 

was excessive, 'I 'talked ,to t.;'le (:r,/;v chief and ask& h:ln Lo slew; dowk, .."?eTe.,: - 
Islent throuiih a-bit of send as we ca~c;e 1~...1 anu It c?uioci t:?c: formation to break 
slightly. kt the time I thdui:ht the Ge;mars . L iad. smok:zc? tha area n I 1ost~two' 
platoons froix Con17-ieny I:!?i' . The green lig;:‘;, vhs ca-txxl on z?out .45 seconds:, 
before W' reached the :?!:I:77 Eiver, I to!.d therri to .turn i,t off*. “@ dropped 
pretty well on.Our tiZ, I, _myselP, was a ~~~a;-ter of a i;lile froln the ,?,Z-, and I 
had a little hard luck on the landing and banged up 111~ foot,, I &tched~the 
battalion come in snd they zerc ~11 spread out) the shijzs being too hii& ,and'* 
too fast: Within fifteen ninut'cs afit3r r got on the ground I started putting 
up some green flares th:!t i:$:orked out ~~11~ -'-e &countered no resistance fram 
the enemy at nifrht, ‘only some fire fro,2 ack..sck around cur D.Z. SOCE nelnbers 
of the battalion were r!ro.noed in ST? 1:‘ ?Y w LISE and -iera engaged in a fire 
fight st once. ?!herc ws inovemcnt of vehicles on the road, one of the first 
things I hcard,being vehicles &ving on a ro?d to tho South. I went North to 
the nearest hedgerow. I: think it ,WS about 0410 in the zorning when I felt 1~ 
coqlcted the ass.->mbly suffici.ently so thnt I could JIIOV~ out on our mission 
and take the toln of ,~JWJJ.iL~ au F-LbIN. In the nornti_lne, the regiment had..told 
1x8 to stand by. The ~11~:s from STY I!'%E TGLISS was so vague to the Regimental 
comniandcr that he had ~%r_ stand 'by.. Gcncral '3InGrAlT hai,pened to be in my CP 
during that nc'riod and he .ilso d,irocted mc not to move without consulting him. 
It was not unt51 daylight that 'I rccc?:v,cd orders to move. Y?e aqtually started 
mcving at OQO., T.h't& my mission '$3:~. changed; to ?TF ).Q?.T '~GI_.I,?Sr;, and from 
there on it was Fssentially a groupd"bycra+ion. The 2d Battalion met. no re- 
sistance as wo vdeent ,i-nto 'the town. A .sm~lJ. grouo of Gcrlzns attacked our 
left flank, but one pl?toon_from YY Co~any was &no?& to drive them off,,:. 
and as I, said, ;it was P ,eround opcrstion therea.f'c;or..' It. was 0141 &hen 1:. :;,, 
landed, 

0. ‘. ‘.‘ .“.A 

. __A , 

A{parcntly 'it was 0"/3d'~~,hcn you'vrcrc ready to move out? 

A. “10 started &vi& c?'t 0600.: Reorganization VJRS only &rtislly complotod, 
but whi>n I."reachGd the toip{h I had' a battalion loss two platobns."‘In'the 
meantime,, 1,picked up cuite a ft!VJ reoplc from the lolst Pivision, and 
some- inen from othor,rcgincnts,which I carried alorq for several days and , ._ 
then returntid thcm,to their organization. 

. . . .A.. _ 

f?. Do you.think that your lighted T was a [:rcat factor in your getting to 
your destfna,tibn3 ,': 'y ” 

,! I .!. 
* 

A. It meant, a '&at deal to us. I saw rlanas coming in from various directions, 
frod-'40'degrees to ?S dcgrcss off course,, They caino in clase to the T, 
dro&d‘.?&,'r ,~c;rsor~ncl. I think sonc plants froril the 1Olst circled and 

and 

dro~~Pd:t;heir'rirorjle there. 
I .~ .., ., ; . I i +. 

r ~~&&u:~af;toQ&, to usi, 'your':~rcen asstmbly lights 
I 

. et ? ll? 

_ .., 
A . $onc*'o.f ~9 :liGht.$ ~~orke~;'Qnt~cip~tin~ that, I had P flashlight I had fixed 

up with green facing and.,.? flashed that. 
r. . . . . . 

. 
.’ _I 

f.’ , . 

I. 

‘. ._-. 
b ./ i-4. 

A. I don't know,:!: had no opoortunity to inspect them. I hid then, but later 
couldn't fi'nd them, : ‘. 

,: ._:.. .,,. ,. ., ,; , 
~, :,~ * : :’ ‘. “’ - : 

..-_ . ,.4- 
&$ 

-l- 
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c. You say you had orders at 0410 to tell where you were; How did you get 
.,,i~;~hgse..;orde~~?::' 

:,;::,:, i . ,_‘. :. * ‘! ) ,’ _. :, ;; .J::; ., : . . . , 7 . I. . . . . % ;4,.:, .; ; 

A; Ye had radio contact with the regiment very early. Regimental S-3, after 
. % :::,daylPght;;come .bymp+ CP, and. as I remember, the Regimental Commander was 

also there at one time. 
. (. . . f..:. :.;\.‘: i.: ,,:.;:;‘;.r:. :, f : :’ . . I.. . . . ” , . ‘i * 

(?‘i.. T?‘hpt -d-j_rj~y.oucth~s&~ of &~;;abal~engi~ sgstcm? :,: “.: ,a; 4 y .. 

Ar ~ght.at.the~ment,?,sir, I would make no essential changes. I would like 
to.impress upon the Air Corps the necessity for coming down to the proper 

:. I al.hi.$qlo~. and#.flying at the proper speed, .We have stories at the bat- 
~.~~.t;?l$.o~froni'~men who'apoke to pilots later on, quoting pilots ,as follows: 

, ;: '~'caqd..the.last,:~ime I looked at the air speed indicatorwd were going 
.:at:,$90 miles pcr,hour ,I! It was the hardest opening I evetiahad. I have 
jumped.et 130 and l&O miles per hour, but this was the roughest I ever 

.:ha,d;:..;It.tore off some of my eouipment. 
.. ..a.., ,...::7 : t . . .., . ., .’ :.;.* .A’ . . _, . . 

I mado a positive identification of where I was by sending an S-2 patrol 
t,o.ths,.nearest house. 
&.f,:theenemy. 

‘Ike Frenchman.there gave us much valuable information 
I A. . I. I . ’ / , . . . ; / : ; 

._ i. : 
* “‘.,Y ,. ,...\ ; . .: . I .I. . ” 

;,.:, I beZ.cve that the greatest single con;t;r%ution to the assembly of.the 
5C5.was !the superior job'done by our.pathfinder teams, Air Corps anii par'achute. 

Lt...Col. Krause, 3rd En., 505th Inf: * .;:. : - ‘;/ 

. . . ., I, too, experienced the same as Col. Vandervoort. The trip was very un- 
eventful on the way over. .As we crossOdthei,;cda'st of FRANCE;, I talked to.my 
pilot on the interphone; and s?id,."It looks'like a good dbal". I looked 
'back 2nd saw my ships behind me. Just zboutithat time we hit the soup, (fog 
.o.r cloud), and we started to:.see fires on the ground, a little ack-ack and 
,we had s.om,e~fiplh$ers~~come Pn.on us and;;fire.'at us. An element of three 
ships was~directly-under us and not.'more .than thikty feet below. One came up 
,frcm under and passed miracously;between: my shin and the left wing ship. I 
would .say that in the next three minutes Icame'as'close to being crashed in 
j$eajpir:,.;c.;, I ever hone to. "'e.tried to keen our formation, but ships con- 

-. +antly,~ov.er ran esch other. 
::-. -:!-q. . 

The pilot called for evjsive action and .we'split 
20~~ went high, some went lower, others right and left; Thi's:d~li% our 

,.,. ..f~rmstion.and we.were well spread. Just about two or three minutes before 
..:_ drop time:w,e.sqw this green T;.,:I.t WPS s codsend and I felt that I had found 
:.~,:tbc,.$oly !%ail~~ ;I would s;ly that f 'dropned from over 2,000 feet.. It was the 
“~“~~n~~~~,~i+,~~ hpve had in over fifty jumps, and while descend:ing, four ships 
.:' passe.d: ur$el: me. ,and I really sweated that out. Just after I landed, a mine 

‘, I, ','b.u$le.;h.it, $bouti .80 yards away from me without, a parachute and exploded. "!e 
,,,,T,t~p+gto orient :purselves very cuickly, and ran unona conic81 shaped field, 
,,:$$oh,;.I remembered as the conical sh;l ed field that !hle ,hnd studied during 
.IL6ur +~reinvasion briefing. Wortheast of this should 'be the l?ettalion DZ 
Qqmand ~~o,st ,~hich was to be in a wooded area on the Southeast ,end 'of the 
$,. Fu~~,he,r .i~~astigation proved this to be true and then .I knew'exhctly 

.._wh~!~c~ 7p1$;..:wgre,: .or th,ought I knew where :hle were, 
$ro.und. me..,: 

and I 'told the,'pe;dole 611 
_&cause lve Jp'erc so split up, we. .did not hsve too muchi.oFga'ni'iation 

of $h$ ,,,unn++s .I.' 1 1; :'e:;even-hod some men from the other Divisions contacting us. I 
cbmpqs,edl tno gp~ps, one under Captain DeLong and the other under L!, Isaacs 
and. v?~;..~~~~n~,~p~:,fo~m,..but not too rapidly. I sent out patrols to g&de‘ in' 
assemb$i.ng groups ~nd;about that time we saw the green flares. I could 'not 
fin! my,,origianl signal which. I 
n+_pere.;$one. 

:n.?s sur$osed to use and likewise altertite sig- 
T!@ had,a,bsolutely .no visual,signals-,to assemble on. Our' 

method. Of EJ+Wb~y WPS .to roll.up on our sticks.' .Our sticks formed-up in,go,gd 
g-i& l ,,.,~~~~!leX~:problcm.w?:s. that,,of.~e~ple running through our area' tiant..ng,-" 
to. kho~~:wh?rq,:,&hey were; :..~El~jor..E.lcrrinity',~s~ed where we were and I t'old ,him 
lnrhercuoon he nut.~h~...~_~_:??~ay,.;~.nd."~headod:.‘f~~ the bridge with Captain Dolan and 
most of,C&Gany .A.. _ ."'a ,!u.,~~~.l;g~a.~ti~ :to get close to 200 men in about an hour 
and P half of assembling. One of my officers landed in the town of STTi: EDXE 
%$$IW:' C'~'hi3 '~ti~~‘CYu-E~h~ 'sE?w'F( '::'$ii‘oup',of Germans snd witnessed several chutists 
t&&prisoner a'nd'cthers killed, so hc he;lded Northeast to join US. 
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On his wa~7 he picked UC a slightly inebii,-.ted Frenchman, 410 stated that this 
was ST?i:1QRr; WI,ISE, and we knew then exactly where w wore. It was just 
befora,,f~ur &tn .T mndc th.e'd::cisionto mcvc o.ut ,to B!E ;, :?I3 ?GLI.SE. .':?e moved 
in from.the Pbrthvest on..the ronci, that thc..man had said .t_A~ ‘troops'had de; . . 
Darted f.rom.. It was mostly trans-oortatio n, a.nd..~se.rvYce., unitsthat had remained 
in the town when the bulk of.the forc~s.noved',int~..ficlc!. .bPvo~ac"Bev~~~All'da~~' 
prior to D-nay.because of thy bombing. Cantair; D&ong. ,ahcl.: I pl~nt.;in"il:o~sard,,,, ’ 

the Northwest. section of, town. The civilian in a ishite coat'was carrying an 
American mine while iguiding the ?::a~. % made him go out first so that he would 
not lead. us into'any gun position.. :~% rnct no: onnosition, but we-did meet‘:-sbm& 
members of. the other units,. and thcp were all heading for thcYrlmYss~.ons~~ <:I: '. 
would ~2~7 that ?*e arrived in town just, 'before light and had: nWoppds5_tion a%'!" 
all, ma?nly due'to.the covered mu&c the civilian took us by,. but.,in the t&fiter 
of ..thc town there wore srasmodic shots th-t became ever increa3ing. Iajy in+. I. 1 

structions to my men were not to fight with any other unit but%o..fight G.%h 
me- inthc, town. This nrovcsd T:,orthy because all my men concent'ratcd~ on'getting 
to the town and the bulk of my Rattnlion was with me by mid-morning. The re- 
maining enemy troops in the town were adparent& sc-7rod out of the town. The 
force which;.wc had .'was just ?: .jumbled iroup and in drder-to.secur~;‘thc:'toi;n 
as ouicly as nossible we endeavored to.cstablish road blocks ~routid.~~~~~toi)r‘"'-- 
as hastily ;PS rossible, which wc.did. One imoortant thing ~we~'w&c-; ~~oing)‘:to 
do PIPS to 'cut the communication lins. ?Te thouf(ht'we found it; and 3cveMj 
the main cSbla from the town. Pd norm troqs came 'in we put up rosd bl6cks 
pround=the whole town. '?c had about one fourth of the force we exacted at i ;‘.C .:’ 
about .fi.ve @'clock.. k message WPS snt to the Regimental CF. This.'&s&gc 
was dispatched at about five~C'clock, . .* . 

. 6 , .’ 

I?, * !bcut how r.any men did you hrvc in the town? 

A. "e had I'?0 men rnd Crol~~.of 40 and 60 came in raixidly thr'oughout the norn- 
iw. It about '1C O'clock 35C :non of the second Battalion.~ame in.' 

L..., . 
0, * “‘hat happsnr-d .tc your two artillery pieces? . ’ . ‘, ; ‘. 

. L1 :: . 

A. One we never found, sir , and one ~9s in action before noon, 
‘,. . .i ‘,. ,. 

Q. Did ~011 havc.color ?ssc::lbly li.ghts to USC? :‘ 
. . . : ,. : '. 

n . Yes sir.- I- think in the next opnration for ns.si!nbly WC should try to'get' 
weather balloons, ?nd stick the light up on th5t. 

. 

Colonel *man, Commanding Officer, 505th. F-rgchuto Enfantry: 

L have nothing much to add about tho ride ovbr, o.::'c::];t the 1st Battalion 
Co mander, ?- a,.jor Kellum, not bring here, being 'KI!,, I can give his story,, ’ 
Rc~imental'~eadouarters and ,thr lst.l?n. got in the planes, and just about five 
or six ;ninutes prior' to taking off a huge explosion occurred, Somcono had: set 
off. ? common Grenade which in turn set off ~111 the ,anb:lunition. I was init- 
i&cd into combat that way. 1 SW a lot of dead bodies lying pround after the 
,zxs_llosion. Our ride over was uneventful except for th, ack-ack which cane 
pretty close to our plants. 
baled ou 

k 

'Jumping out after going through thi )cloud:szi"'T.': '* 
r?t about 0204 hrs. according to my watch. 

ing, beci$e we 
I had 8 voqi hard".o+n-.,, 

:.ere qOing St least 15C milcS nor hour. I do not renembe'r 
the Irndinr~becPusc I was ,prctt,y da&), I 1~~s 'in the midst of a ficld"of cat- 
tle when I landed. Pot other personnel was around me. It tack me :bbut~tcn 
minutes to got otit,of my‘chute'. I found out later that I hati landed .juSt"a 

, 

fc.pr hdndrcd’ yqrdsj"outh of FRTSVILZE, which is well Yorthwest of .%TT;: J3XE'&XI58. 
I started out'and the first rx?n T myt ~'8s T-?.jor Thomas of the 50&h, and ho 
3;s treating a felI: men who were in,jurcd. 
about t%o hours, 

I wandtirod around still dazed for 
Just bcforc four o'clock I ran :?cross I,a.jor Forton, Fnd we 

debated rbout where we l?'erc. about that tint we found a .Frenchman arid from 
him WC xot the direction to the town and folund t.hnt that thers,Tt!crc a number 
cf Germans thcrh. "'e startrd out to our area and on the way we r&n into the 

I. 
. .A, : 

-3- 
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1st Bn. under Major Kellum, heading totar& the bridge and his area. Il~,fI 

.Company had very speedily organized and was already engaging the enemy just 
%ast of th,e bridge near .,STE MERE ?%LISE. Rest qf. the 1st Bn. continued; on... 
t~e~~'ini'd~'iidn.~o,_get'qn'tqi.'the assembly area.;\ they':being the Reg~~.'Re&&~ 
We we~t'~~r~~er'~dinja“~ds'tHe.CP and ran into,.the 2nd'Bn. At that'time, 'the.." . :, . :: ii‘ 
sit'u$tipn be+";a *lit& obscure, 
untiI,_furt,her orders',, 

we Itqld,Lt. CQ~ Vandervoort to stand' fast 
At the locatio;n'~qf'%he CP was“Gen. Ridgway, and,& ,, 

spee,d~ly 'e$t,ablished thb CP. It was a little 'after seven o'clock when'1.'. 
hea.rd that'tbe 3rd'Bni was in STT? MF,Rl? l?GLISE;~'that the 2nd Bn. was no&g 
toWaj8~W;ei.r objective, 

. . 

and that the 1st Bn. 14,as well down toward the bridge;' 
The Situat_ioh'Fas y!ell in hand, Later on the 2nd Bn. fell back into STE .. 
&R.F'fi~LIS~ &id'tiith,the 3rd Bni orga,n,iied for the defense of the town 
agai,t&t' kuberidr ehemy forces which were atta,oking from the North, Forth:we.si‘ 
and Sdut'h'.' "y,%en action in STF WF??E RGLIS?7 erided,~'thes'e two units were di’ 
m!ixed'u$,; 'dud to 'tee: speed wjth which 'they had ',to move to meet enemy threats." 

,.: .C - ; ..Y 
: I.,. ‘- .-‘I _.‘I . .i . . : . ,. ‘. 

?ny‘ changes if you .wer@ 'to do it over a.gain?' ‘. ’ ‘. ., : . 

Ata ._I see no re,?son.to ,change the 
:lights:'whero they :can, be seen. 

assembly pIAn except to get the. as'semb$&"‘ 
I also came in from a higher;'altit'udd.' ’ 

,’ p.:nd agrcator s?ced then I should h$ve, and believe the Air Corps should.' 
;* rcoeivc morti training in dropping our units. 

. . 

_ :: .- ; .~ ., 

I?. In your area you had two lighted T's, is,that, correct? . ..-'_YG._...,; -,..T.&-,a;;i, o. 
ommo& I have on the ooeration is about the sneed. the 

altitude of the planes and the assembly lights. One plane load returned 
to the base because of some trouble, The men joined us about a seek later 
in a C-47. "'hen I was on the field I.was sure ou? plane had not come in 
from the'proper direction. I.noticed plants coming in from‘all directions 
and all altitudes. The assembly lights did not work in this case. I 
saw so.mc flprcs which I believed Cal; vendervoort put up. 

FJow'long were you in the fog? . 

Right after crossing the coast and, I would say';: maybe three mile'& from 
ST,i SBWER we hit A heavy cloud bank and it was then that we lost control of 
the formation. Just a little ways this side of the XZRDERET my plane came 
down-under-the clouds, but I could see few of the planes. 

. 

,. ,. * ,. ..> , 

Yhat'do you think of the use of flares? 
I.like the use of flares only in the event thc'assembly lights won't work: 
The flares, if not shot straight up, that is, if shot at an angle, will 
~.give.the&npression that they,are'two or three hundred yards from the 
actual asse~bly.'point. The VII lights are not feaaibIc'.t~ use for assembly 
except incase of extreme emergency as they cast off so much'light. - 
(Cb&; Vanderooort) - In regard to the flares try-to pick a“filace where 
the enemy is not,. then-the flares Gill work. In regard to.radi'os; you. 
need 12 radios to do it right, Tie in everybody with 536 radios, we‘drop- 
ned our 300's in bundles, but through 536's"we tied in v&y quickly and -’ 
were able to locate men right away. 

Colonel ??kman continues--I think.it is better to use BAR's.in leg packs in 
place of.machinc guns during the actusl:drop. You can move out with BAR's 
in place. of m,qchine 'guns 'and come back later for the guns which would be drop- 
ped in bundles. "RI' Company was delayed in moving out c?'s they couldn't find 
their bundles immediately. The weanons;section we had contained machine guns ; 
in the scuad, .we jumned with somc~B/R~.S, but would like to'replace the .m.achirio 
guns with P$R'S, bccause'%ooking for.the inaohine guns'holds ,us back at: first., 

: . . .),..I 

?. no you want two PsRls in cvcry squad ar?d one machine gun?.':'- 
,/ * (' 

A. In the machine gun section we would like to have for‘thodrop two BRR's. 
, I fl searching p,-rty to find the machine gun bundle and brj.ng up guns later. 
Fach .riflc scuad to hpvc two V1.1 s, ?lff Company could h.?ve'.becn able' to 
secure the-bridge if they had had their bundles. s?A!e ,lost quite .a bit' of 
eouipment.. Someone c#an always use the E'R'S afterthe machine guns are 
found. . . . : 

: i * 

.,( _ 4 _ ;, 11. : _) _: 

. 0 



r . Pow did you identify your bundles? 'I 1." 
.A. (Co&.:.?a@ervoort) - S'e didn't use nny bundle ‘f&'ts, 

ail si:x+undles tied together. 
,..._~~!,,~al.~~~oh~isted 

I lost one 60m liortar; I hM;Tt,he bulk of 
my.:.,+ehine Buns. ,.I had more radios than the rest of the Regiment pu$ to- 
get)g~ !!‘i;.ii:your bundles together - it helps. .!I% used a system of lum- 
inous paint'to separate the bundles. I believe tha< bundles should be 

:-,:paintod:$,i ht g q::colo rs to be-seen easier. 1% used no vitrolite on our 
bundies;"but we 'lntcr used it for marking roads, etc. The system of 
challenges and responses WES OK. One thing in combat people have no 
sc.ruple$, ?~out,~whqsei,;ecuipinent.thoy h;,ve as long as they get it. @c$&e.r 
.thj;i~&i,m~~,~o_n,wei;c .,rcluctantlto get,evorything. .It is importa.nt t&,t::(. 
thc.mgn,arq $raip&i to get everything ,they have. 
mine on,,&h&individuql proved .bencfi.cial.; ‘. 

Jumping with,;,an :W.;~ ::. 
. . ” . ...* ‘_ 2. :,;i r ;* 

” ,..~..!< .; i ,- . ” ’ .i *, I _ .., .# * 
I - .: L . . :. , ; ‘, : ‘< ,,‘.!:.,-.. ‘. . . . . . . 

,’ ..,: J’ ‘; 

Lt , Cal; '.He nd.q,, 3rd Bn.,r,, 508th.'Prcht. Inf: :’ 
c’ : 

,. 0 I- 

, I’tias 
;', >:L' 

five, days.. 
in ‘c&yiar$i of the 3rd Bn. 'at the outset,.. I',d,iddft.:~ee,~~y E,n.GIEor 
"Xc ian into ,a lot of trouble as soon'a's .we,,hit &&.'; : Tn’k., fla$&:;:,~;. 

was t&if&. ’ “+,.,ju&od .fsoh about 2100 feet, the 'entire serial, :and .sverq'.:~:.' 
going:ra&er' fast. ilOO.feet' is too.much of, 2 r&,.I checked rqy,fie$d bag 
and,' found.~~3'$ul,l&. 'hole,s in it.. fd. Jl$‘ly Iwqe :s~b~~:oucnt~y'killsd.~. .I ,la@cd 
about 0230 in,th&morning and didn't SC;’ anybody ,for five days,..;v$th the,qos- 
sible exception of my'mcssenger. I hatted 1006tjith my'pistol, I got 'three 
Beines with three:.shot..;t ,two Heines with a carbine and one Heine nith a hand 
grenado. lht Germans had a very good means of communication. ':e sce::led to 
run into antiparptroop groups of about 60 men and we shot back end forth. ‘G 
drew the: conclusion that ,thesc grOUpS called other .groups who wq?e wai$,ing, 
for us! altogether I had .three men, one off&or and :my messenger.~...T_&. most 
outstanding thing I l<:ar.nG,d'was the Eccurate .int,el+i:;ence of the ~~rrqan~..,. :T. 
They used fullnsme, even nicknames to confuse ;my :colqprny co~~~ndeys...:,Tiy,~;.~,.:: 
co$pa& commanders stated that they received mess‘ages,in my fullname andieyen 
my nickname,'..jt is .es&@ial that.the :challe,ngi.ng system must be known to 
the $ir,Coro$';.as -well,.'in case ,they end ur\ on the ground. The reply to the 
challengq..riqz& be.,{iven very cuickly or it will be, too bad. Selection. of 
words ,is ~,yery. imdortnnt. ', '-e landed about 3(4 or ?I. mile from the 02, South- 
ea.&. I: was .on'the Wrth side of the DC?JVE River. .,In the five days that I 
was se&rated fro;'the Bn. I walked'90 @es. I :r~es,looking for the Second 
B,?ttnlion and. e.ll'I found was eck-ack, "'e never ,~a:31 a, T, we .ju&od on th.e 
green light. Th,e pilot'did net se'e.the ,T light either. It vould, bchelpful 
to have earphones from the jump master and the crew chief and the pilot, r*s 

&owned 
q matter of fact l'ptf Company was dropped in the ocean rnd several men wore 

. , Reconuqend the short meth,od ,of challeng?ng, bundles be,daisy-chained, 
one light per plane load of bundles. ( _, .!’ 

. . .._. __,.._ ., .,. . ~ _.. . . -, . . . . . I....__. - -_ 

‘.‘,i’ , 

Lt. Col. Yrren, Bn. Executive, 1st Bn.'('508th Prcht. Inf: 

I.!'ca'me in a.s Fxecutive Officer, 1st Bn., Cal. Batcheller, commanding. 
” Shortly,after. t,he drop he was J'I'. The mission of the 508th was to go into 

‘t;‘o&e frLll reserve in the 'vicinity of Hill 30, 
Our.flight across the 

%st of the I~~~RDE~T,,Riv,e,r.' . 
channel was very uneventful, it was routein., ,Js we,. hit 

the coast we got some flak, I checked and noted that, ail the plane$!Iwer.e back 
there. 'Put then we hit the clouds 'snd it spresd us a little. I, co:uld:,s$ill 
see the leading Veven in the fog. '~1 passed over ST. SI,UVXUR :le VICCMTE, 
and got a lot of flak which spread the formation. Then we ~~~cn~(.ov~r~,E?IIZ~~IU~ 
and got a hell of a lot of flak there. Then I looked aro.und e,nd.there pere 
no ships around my plane. I juqped on the green light, and just ,after.,coming 
out of the plane I turned around and looked over my shoulder and sa$'thg!.D&XJVE 
River.behind me very close. I landed about half ~~~:ay bet+:een PIChUVI&L$~.'a'nd : , 
the DOUVE. I landed in an orchard 'ic go% a gr:cat deal of flak practically 
all along the entire route between SfM S~WEUR le VICKKTE and ETI$ZWILLE. 
!,fter coming down I or&y saw one plan e which was towing 2. glider..and kept on 
going, and another C-47 which was shot down in 'flames. I did have a light , 

‘. -. 
_. 5’_ 

. 
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but I didn't put it up, because it w&s obvious it would, not be seen. I 
toured the area in ever widening circles tiying to collect as many men as I 
could. Daylight came approximately 01+30 or 0445 in"t,hehtiorn.$ng and I col- 
lected some 20 odd men and ran into Captain McRobert& w~o~.bad:,the,entire.~~08 
radar outfit, They put up no lights because their lkghts.were .lost. "The _,.,.l,L. ‘.: I 

hedges were high, and the orchards were practically ,alldver the place near.. . .‘,’ 
PICr!UVIILE. I collected between 40 and 50 men and headed:'f.or GOU!tEVILL~ : “.I’, 
just north of Hill 30. I got up to. GOUTEVILLF: ,and found part of D a$idE :' ., 
Company and a platoon of the 505 under Lt. Medaugh. Ye'were.on t~he"verge .‘: 
of attacking GOUT'EVILLY with 100 men, but we had no supporting,weapons - just ., ’ 
rifles and carbines, Since there was:an estimated Germ.anB&aiion in :,i ‘* 
GOIJ~VILL~ we just stayed on the hill'and shot at them,' About 15 truck .. ’ ‘. 
loads of Germans.wknt by;.going in the'direction!of L'A FI.EiX?&~. if& shoot;".- 
ing at them all a.fternopn~ I got in contact with Cal, .Shari%ey and.j'oined a : 

‘4: 

forces and moved west about 500,yards 'of'iny position near Hill.30 and stayed:. :’ 
there for five days. 'No .'lights were used in the*area south of PTCAWILZX~~~. -:!: ” 
because the ar6'6:‘was-~ap...~~nse. Hedges were high and orchards were all syeri.". " '. 
the place, ' i... (: .‘- . . ,_ : .,-. 

: : \ 
” -. .__. % ‘_.W. _ 

I. :; 
. .’ --:-. . . . ,_ .__ “I. 
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Colonel LIFD~~JIST,' 508th Parachute Infantry *’ t.’ ‘. 
I: 1 

.’ I,2 

. :. 
. 

I went out about 1200. feet near MFREVILT~F:. 
and a soft landing id about 23 feet of water. 

I t was a good opening 
The light went up within ten 

minutes after hitting-the ground. The area was open and marshy, and the as- 
sembly light could be seen for about 600 yards. The assembly light 'worked 
well for about twenty minutes and then went out because of.water,s~nk.i'i?g.:,"::.. "" 
into the batteries.' Vhen the light went I stayed there .30 minut.es,bcforq O'::. 
we moved out* There'was no light' on the embankment, the light 'was..% the : ., 

center of th,e.drop of RegimentalHcadouarters. The challenging wprked.finel 
There was very.little*challenging around the lighted area.& first iis the ).. ;’ 
men camein. The 'challenging -system was'0.k.; the verbal system*should be' . -! 
used so long as it is consistent: Iwould make no changes in regards #to 

+ 

what was'planned before the operation, All of our' equipment went,into-the.?,.' ' * 
water and went.,out of sight, Ye stumbled upon two'.bundles, but it .was not&' ’ 
ing that we ceuld,'use. I think weshould continue using radio communication 
and one light per,battalion for asse.mbling. I think flares.would'work.-well. 
Anything in regard to light should be used-to get the unit together. As ,., 
time goes'on I would't$ke 
units together,.; z ,, ” 

a greater chance in regard to lights to get my ,, :.,. 
1 . .;. f” 

Lt. Cal* 'QST$~,('<l$t Bn..; 507th Prcht Inf ., 
* ” , : a._ .* 

. 1, 

. 

We'i&r~'&&ediilkd to drop north o.f AX??EVILL?,. %,ran into a fog. '_ ( 
I saw'my.flight a,.nd 'it'was all'there for about the first three minutes. 
?Je ran'into..a *lot of flak. Pebbles kept hitting, which I didn't tiabe enough '. 
sense'to realize#,what.'was going on, Ye had no T to guide on, and.bnly one" 
radar 
short.' 

set-of the six we dropped was set up. Donl‘t sell the_homeLmade lights 
They ‘are.not..so bright for a great distance but do allow for good 

identification, v!e had no automatic weapons until two' o'clock therhext * 
morning. Phone co,mmunication should be'in:the plane. Second-handinform+<" 
tion is no good, but you can't tell the pilot what his job is, Y?e dropped .I: :. 

from a low altitude. I landed in a very flat field, but it was inundated. 
I would endorse the home-made light on the bundle. The method of assembly 
li.ghts,should,be kept as simple as.possible., 'A lot depends on the terrain. 
Y?e had no flares. If we were to do it again I would have flares:,.-because 
I consider them well worth while. It.would .be a go08 idea: to-‘have':a .flare, 
to spare.' .” ‘1.: .,_ 1 . . . _. ‘w ‘< : . . . . . - 

:;y ,.. . ‘ ,.,:.;* 

Lt, Cola m,’ 3ptj Bni’, 507th :Prcht I’f i . , ” .’ 
’ . :. ,. / t ..“,.:. 

; ;.:’ . ’ : ‘f- “’ ;‘> I>.; .f.; :;,;’ 1 ‘- . 
I_ . . :; :. .‘& . . .‘I. ,c..r 

Our.ksbion was tb est&&h a defensive pdsEtion[.:~us~~~~st:jof i::l!"J:fr 
$FREVILLti. The Air'Corps sold u&, a.snow'job for'they .cha..nged~th'e~~~ LI 
I was in the lead ship of my(Bn.: ’ Telephonic communication &o&d: be%&&: 
lished between crew chief and j'umpmaster, we hid, a ve.rJl~,une~~ntf~l,~t~~~~" '_ 

_ ?. .:,‘I ., . . 
. ,I. , . .; q:; :. :., .; i 

-6. 
\ ,, ‘i2.-’ ,_‘; ;. 1 ,I; _.‘.‘.C _._ 

A, . ; .I ,:. . 



until we hit the mainland, and then things popped. There :was no 
tion with the pilot whatsoever, I never had such a hard opening 

coqmunica- 
in my life. 

I think that the flash and thunder system is best for chaile~nging, t?Te drop- 
ped about 0240 in the morning, Tye 
v ILL??. 

landed about one mile southeast oJ$FF@S- 
rtHij Company recovered a good deal of their eouipmcnt, but,&& used 

their honr-made lights which was one flashlight bulb and two batt%ries. V/e 
used no luminous tape. Wl and IfI% Companies landed up about the railroad 
tr!xks,;closer to the Pi than where t/Jo landed, The issue Air Corps light was 
not'worth.a damn, Short challenging is the better way of identification. 

-. 

Q. V.,??&tIs yr3,‘, with the iiir,Corps issue lighting? 

2: 
Th,e, Ah- Corps light breaks, C good solid .jor will knock it out. The 

lr Corps light did'not burn long enough, and you cantt tell one light from 
anotn.zr."" : ’ “’ I’ 

. . ., ,. i . / 

Lt. C6i. TF'Y?%, '2nd Rn:, 307th Prcht Inf 
! ,,. ,: . ., 

I was‘ inthe group flown by Col. Uitchcll. Ye got b$ow a lot of haze ’ 
and we flow at'about 550 feet above the ground. '?e did not go too fast, 
and..our.&ndi.ng .was very good.. .Y!e .jumpcd at 0230, and we did not s:',e any 
lights on thc'ground, I had a lot of difficulty in assembling. lf7e had the 
mission of taking JXFRVILLB. I ncvcr did get with the Battalion until about 
t'np fifth day. As to lights, it would be a mistakc,to sell them short. The 
Executive Officer had a light, and the Regimental Commander had a 1ight;and ’ 
tllc Radar Section also had a light. Our flares were wet and did not work. 
I ,?ss'cmbled small groups not far from the Lsi FIERY3 bridge. ?p:ost of th'& bundles 
l!!ont into the swamp, l"'e used the knot system and lights on our bundles, but 
we only retrieved A few, The mistake we made was that we used wooden con- 
tainer lights and most of them wouUn;t work., 
on the 'radio meno 

The radios were jumped right 

was tragic 
The radio would cc;ae i.n handy but we had no radio, It 

'not to have 'a radic f,;;r the fLr:<t f'i~e days, 
syste+.'of usin;; t_'o :v?ords is exellen~, 

The challenging 
l’i?tz ~!it‘~i were getting out of the planes 

too sloi~ly and this caused dispc:rs5on, Also tcac,h the men to get out of 
th.eir ecuipplent and,chutcs, &n s’i~a.d_d be tacght 'more about that. After 
Ca.ptain S~~~Z’t~~J?~d~~T came in we 
bridge at b~.iFR7Vl?,L~, 

w(.re. go.i.ng to m&cc a night attack 'on the 
but we didnlt bcc;:use the artillery fire was falling 

on us. 
P 

1 
"'e tied our bundles together and I th5nk it is a goor! practice in using 

the knot system, ?Ye used no luminous lights, but if we ~~,ore to do it again 
we.would use bundle lights. 
les. - 

h would USE: anything to hnlp identify the *bund- 
Y: had to send out real strong patrols to recovcrtho bundles. I 

wouid have liked to have talked to the pILot if there x:as an inixr-phone. 
(Cpl. Uendez: fine light per daizy chain for t!:e bundles is recommended.) . 

Lt: Col. Shanley, 2d'F!n., 501th Prcht Inf - 

Yy original: mission lt'as to capture the tovrn of XTI%?VIL'I,?? and blow the 
bridpe there and also the bridge: at l3iXlZVILL~ IJ, B&STIL:%. On the flight to 
the drop my, Rn. did not cxpcricno.~ a gr2a.t deal of' flak. However, we &!por- 
ienced hc:av,ii>r flak than has .just been described. 
the planes' took evasive action, 

k lot of jumpmastdrs~said 

on the ..jump, 
and thatmay, be the reason for the dispersion 

The planes started t&ins evasivB- action duo to the flak. I 
threw .an .X-4 radio bundle out, tht: chute on .it ~failod, its contents were ’ 
smashed; my battalion assembly light in it was also smashed. 
pos'ed to have a 

s-3 was ‘$up- 
light,' b,ut I did not WC it. I used flashli~;hts up in the 

troes'whon I landed., On the ground thcrc was considorablc fire-'tihich was ’ 
all'pround us. b lot of the men who came into the assembly ared'had already 
killed" a Germr,n 'or “tG!o ; 1% landed lust north of PICb'JVILLE, and there were 
quite’ a fqv Germans around there . I stunt s~vora1'petrol.s out in' different 
dire~ctions to g:C-:t more mtn. I had 'only about 35 iacn with me' at dawn, At 
that ti::!c 'I sent more 'patrols out.'and started cncountcring fairly heavy rc- 
sistancc:., At apj-ro&aJ,ely noon WC t*:~lre very heavily en,!;:a$d on thrcx sides, 
G-Id I pull-~-1 

.- 
t.~. out <after 'I found 'thit another group, larger than mine, was 1.. ,,, :- : .!a.. 



, .east of us. .I left behind in that place about ten me.n, most of whom were 
~, jump casualties. Shortly after leaving the location north of PICAUVILLE 

.’ I collected approximately 200 men and officers, lost metiers of the 508th 
and from all Battalions who had gotten.'together there, and I set up.in 
that location, which was 1000 yards east of.PICAUVILLE. With 200 men, I 
had two machine guns, no mort&':and'no other',aut&natic weapons. We 
didn't have much succ6'ss in~"gettir& the bundle.s;on,the ground. I did have 
SCR 30 radios however, By".radio':I got in touch.with another group which 
was com;ilanded by Lt. Co1 Jfiarrcn; Several different groups. of Frenchmen in- 
formed ,me that there were ?&out SC0 Germans in PIC,A,UVIJYLE and more than that 
in ETIENVILLE. Having.almost no he&y weapons and with so many Cermaas 
between my group and tho"objiective I selected the one.mission that the Reg- 
iment had that I felt I 'obuld accomplish--sei&.ng.a crossing of the bX??JXZET 
River. Lt. Cal, Yarren's group joined mine and,we.set up a defensive:.pdsition 
,on Hill 30; ‘“est of the F~RUERET, Eventually the. remainder of the regiment 
joined'us on the "'est of the !I?X!9?ET River. I 14sh I hrd had.flares'to 
u,s.e for assembly.after the .jump; lights were useless in that terrain.. A 
Frenchman told us that 'IC1,UVILI.E was a German bivouac area. 

.. 
_ . _.... a.. T-6 _,,. . 

cl;‘, "'ould you want to use flares there? . . ‘, 

4.: -If+ didn't use them there, I could have moved elsewhere and useb them.. 

*(7; .. ?idn't you h?ve flares? 
_,; Ko sir., E I thought the Germans would have them end our men would be 

I walking into the Germans. Flares, however, are the only feasible system 
of assembly in that hedgerow country. Ye used vitrolite tubing on our 
bundles.. All the bundles I found contained ammunition. I did not find 

. 'any heavy weapons. ..: ;‘;,.*‘! * 

O,.,,. Bid you succeed in "rounding un your own stick? 
. , 

1 '_' . . 
,,. tie sir. F I found man!: bundles;' but found no one around fheqbundlo. 

Fventually I ran into some men,.but found nonc,from my own stick for' 
quite awhile. The men.worked the challenging system very well...1 
recommend that we have one system of challenging to use throughout 
training and combat, and not change it later on, because that causes 
difficulty., Changing over confuses the men. In regard to assembly ta 
lights, ‘we couldn't get them up high enough to be seen any distance.i.' 

7, I. 
(J*; h. ould you have used a light,that nould flash up for one-thirtieth of, 

a second every five or six seconds, and that would light up apprdxi~tely 
a distqnce,of six (6) 'miles (Tcrypton light). . 

,I . Yes, I would use a light like that if I had.to, to assemble my baitalion. 

. i 

Lt. Col..Boyd, 1st Bn., 325th Glider Inf: : 

??e. came.in at D plus lat about 0730 inthe morning. The men'who flew 
the planes on r) -minus 1 scared,the hell out of us by painting a bad picture. 
The. &37'_at Ra,msbury was in quite's state of cxcitemcnt. The landing zone 
was changed on us. The trip was uneventful. Ye were supposed to land in the 
Southwest Dart of'STE BTRE ECLISE, but the ord:,r was changed.. "'e landed 
in the Southeast corner of' STE'X!,RIE'du K'NT. 'Ye came in too close to- 
#gether. The speed was 170 'mi.1 es per hour and we were eight feet above the 
ground when we hitthe trees.. The first aid man saw us hit and they got to 
us immediately.. The gliders should bc strung out a little more to avoi'd 
collision. "'e hsd our 300 radio snd all the companies checked in except:'- i 
ltAfl Company and we proceeded to the assembly area. "!re landed at seven 
olclock in.Che.morning, Cur medical detachment came in about two PM and 
they took care of some casualties. Cut of'seven hundred men we had 600, 
ready to operate at 2 PK. 'Ye should have the glider pilots earlier .for ..:' 
,instruction, The Air Corps started dropping tow ropes'all over us, .whi&h.*'- 
.&s Prong.. Some even went over our'troops. *These ropes are an item of . “’ 

,,, ~’ . 

:-8- 
., . 

% UNCLASSIFIED 



, 

critical issue and should be taken home instead of being dropped in the area 
in FP!,ffC?. 
of fours, 

‘“e had no flak and plenty of air protection. ';I;% flew in column 
but irould like to fly in a column of-twos. ii single column:double 

tow; should be satisfactory, 
taking'it up. , 

but would like to have some practice before 
‘“‘e were cut out at about 200 feet which PP.S entirely too low. 

I .i* ‘I 
., . i. :.. . .<I_ I, 

Lt. COl. T.'Fr. ;Sanford, Exec. 1st Rn., .325th Glider II-$: 8 ( ( 

at.200 feet, trave@ng 120 milch per hour, 
.Cutting the gliders loose'. 

in an area xith such small.?fields 

i, ; 
The glider_?.,, a,s. a.:,.v.$iqle, came in too low. 

;. ‘. 

and tall t&es 'do&n.'t Give .tho glider .pilot any opportunity at all', to 'I_' 
select, the :f$,ld dr 'to make -the pro_qor .approach for a landing. Tug:pilots 
had'bpc~.'instruc~~d'to.go up to 700 feet after crossing the beacch'%.nd'Very 
few, _riariai,'af,f;her?I~creased their altitude. bIanv of the crashes 'of, the 
glidors.we'r% d'direc,&:result of the failure of the iug@.lots to give:tRe 
g~tlc'r'.pi136~.~lt~~ude.cnough to make P nroper landing. In trainingi$:had 
beon ~demo,ns~trat~d, ,tha;t,, gliders can be- land,ed safely in very small fields:'. 
if the'glider pilot: has altitude enough to.make a .roper ep?roach and.cbme 
in sl0.11~. .“!!ndcr.. the .conditions under which our pilots landed in NOP%'.?.JT)Y. ‘_ 
they h>d.iio. opportunity, f,or,selection of the -field, or to turn, to make.:any 
a:G?roa,ch to: ;$;t.;' ‘1t’h.s just cut 100x and land,, which ;xt a great many,of 
our gliders into the trees. and resulted in rather high casualtics. ,Zost 
cll"~f'this'6as'duc to the failure of the tug,nilots to follow instructions ’ 
,?n?'togivk:.thd Glider Filets an altitude of'700 feat. .,. ‘ : 

::i., : ; i 
. 

Colonel ?li&+h, hivision fi&illcr,y: ::. 

. > . 
1 

. 

: d : d!! 
?!e use the 'system of tying our ecuipment .togcthor and vie had no troubfe. 

arc got one gun going at ST3 $?Xr;: EGLJ.37. It would be F. good idea to.have ?a 
Rattalion of parachute field srtillcry go with every regiment. - .'?c can get 
the individual guns in but to ..gct..them to work end- asscmblcd. has notrbeen 
very successful, This w:,s,,somi:times due to 12ncling. The landing zones of 
tho gliders was S?P.PIT, LX s ~&c cha ngcd and the f%ir Cor;x was not informed 
of it. Srime fire &s delivcrcd on n-Day, and much more oh D plus 1, ;.'a.& 
it WFS built up as it wont.aldng-.': .(:t this coint Ciol. I%rch WRS interrupted 
and the following incident of artillery, 

: ..‘. support related): , :‘:, L. 

llCol. Shpnlcy ‘who was' on the 
: ;; . . : 

"?st, bank of the F'RDVV?T, I-'ill 3Oj had 
an %R 3OC'which w& in contact with the Regimental CP on the %st 1%: 
b:lnk of 'th:, riycr at CEF du POW?. It the Regimental CP an. artillery 
liaison party had set up thl'rndio Fnd wire net and 1~s in a position 
to fire in direct support but did not h-ve contact .with Col,:.qhanley 
d&x&'.' Col. Shsnley WPS being r.r: sscd by G~x~.n inf-ntry and re- 
oucstad--through t-ho .SCR 300 nrtil!.;ry support, a'nd an infantry officer 
ad:just.ed' fire through this medium 4_th superior rcsults~~. 

Colonel‘!:%.rch continued: If you are in 
got some arti.l)t~ry. 

P ,jxrt .talk to somebody and try to 

_ ._ . 
'J'he'.~~lid&'were coming in two and four at a tim;;. 

I agree Ait? that p,r not, 
I don't. know whether 

Perssnally, I don't k now holb! much they are bricf- 
cd, but t,hey usually go for the first field they see, 
one is shc'oting at them. 

particularly. if: somc- 
The best thing is to have r zone marked fora 

group. . ._ 

In:&@;-d t,o.&ra chute artillery, it is pr?ctica!_ from 
Vi.W of artillery. Tt 3,411 land qnd ,slil!_ bc cble to shoot. 
,-;uns ,to;;cthCr'is.qaite difficult. . ...-' In "ICIIY they got tixce . 

. 

the point. of 
To get four 
together end did 

a nice .job. ( %atcmnt .mnde by an In-rantry batt?,l.i.on comi~ander nrcsent-- 
ii.'irtilIcry coming in by parachute is good evc.n if 
of PO,+; ;:>._ .;‘ ,: : .. 

you C?il c;et one gun .out 
..i, 
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Lt. Cal. Singlrton, 80th I.T BEI: 

rfiTe landed at 0420 in the morning at STE Erl!RIk= DUPONT. Everything 
went well until VJ~ got just between the isl?lids of JERSEY and GJJERNSEY,, 
and then there‘was heavy fla'k.. '"'e came in a column of fours, and it was 
a nice .formntion, and we ran’ into'?. cloud bank, milky in texture, we could 
se&very; little., There was +.I& of flak, small arms fire, machine gun 
fire: a.nd snipers ,, The glider pilots.did c fine job., Ye came in 14 hours 
after the last paratrooper landed., Anti-tank guns were sc.&tered all 
over the area. It scorns that we landed when all the Germans were'awake, _ 
Kc I.anded.at. nbotit four o'clock and we cut loose and gliddd'about;.ten 
&$s before landing.. Ye landed very smoothly. '!J6 took in $5 gyns.iri 
the dark and ,the next day we' had shout five out of those'16 within the 
Division area< Ten men are needed by a squad. The CG4s hed one gun, a 
'little ammunition and two men, or, two men and a j'eep whi+,should have a 
mzchine gun dn it to protect the.,men. ':Tith K-13 we could probably get 
gunsand more:personnel. The gtins were OK but we did noit have enough per- 
sonnel.. ;: ,. I . 

i 

k&a; Gen.. James 11. Gavin (CG task force IfAll): 
_. . *. 

.I ).,. 
. . . . ’ 

‘~‘~<T$s statement v&s dictated on :ugust 16th at Has., 82d ,\,/f; Di&on) 
I 

. : 
To begin ;~ith;:the~sbrial after leaving l%JVXND WAS in good shape-- 

tight formation--all ships apparently present. The flight, as well as it 
coulde'be observed from the lead plane, was excellent. Some flak came up 
from the channel islands--tracers were seen falling short. .f;hortly after 
crossing the "'est coast, the,first check point was seen which I-had figured 
wouldbc FRIC'YJhRSC.. "'e then ,entered dense clouds, Ships which had been 
flyirq.within a matter of feet of each other could not be seen anywhere,. 
I'hc red light went onj indicating four minutes b'efore.the drop. 'hen it ’ 
w?q ,~lsmo,trt5me for'the green light we emerged from the clouds. There - 
vrore.,.p? ships in sight. ? river aopeared in the'distan&e turni,ng to<the: 
*:Jest,, which.51 estimated to'be eitherthe DOUVE or the'upper'rer!ches:.of:.th& 
liQRDPY?T, : The:grecn light went on at ::bout the instance several of the 
ships anpcaredl:out of the fog, closing in on us. !,fter about P 3 second 
deoly we went. qut,,._ ,Smal_I-arrrts,.fire was coming up from the ground when 

--~~F-c'h~~~:-~~cned--;j~at gene&~ shooting all over the area. Off to the 
right of the line of flight there was considerable a:)paront gunfire and flak. 
I figured that it nrobably was in,the. vicinity of 9TIENVILLZ, where there 
was suppose,d to be located the,only known heavy ,PaI, installations in the . . 
.area. /..lot of firing was seen straight in the line of flight--tracers' 
,goinp into the air--several milcs'away. I landed in an orchrrd, joined my ’ 
aide who landed nearby (LT OLSON) and proceeded to 'troll up the stick11 as 
per plan, arriving on the edge of a *ride swamp &here I found the remain;, 
ing:m& qf:my stick,who were ctidenvoring to retrieve ec!uipment bundles from 
the deep..mud,and marsh. At this time parachutists were seen descending,- 
landing ..in?thP swamp and. on'the banks. After collecting my stick, I found 
'that several men had beeninjured during.the landing, and two hit during. 
descent, About 20 minutes after reaching the marsh,,;a red asse,mbly.light 
showed on the far bank. Z few minutes thereafter a blue assembly light) 
showed to the South :of the red light several hundred yards, Isent Lt. 
OLSON at once to di&ct all the men.thnt he-could contact to report to me '. 
in my locction..,: 1.s: it happened, the blue.light was the 508 light--the red 
one of the.507 lhghts. Close-in security was posted. The Gcrmnns took 
no aggressive action, despite the fact that they,wereobviously in the area 
since there had been considerable .firi_iig during th‘d'descent., 'lhe river 
bank'was welX&g%ith slit trendhcs and prepared gun positions. Men from 
the 507 began arriving. Yithin two hours, about 150 men were assembled&-: ‘, 
all 507 excont my own stick, and about .one nlane: l&d of 508. Lt. OLSON 
reported that*the.re was a rnj_l'road embankment on the.far side of .the,s~~amp~ ~ 
and that it was ljassablc for fodt.t.roops. -'e decidkd thqt we were>pn tAi$~~" 
F'ZRDFRFT River sin&z it tillaS 'the only river with marsti&',and Tflith 'a 'railroad. 
running North and -Youth alongside 'of it, Prior‘to this boint, 1. had estimat- 

'. ._ * . !I’.: :’ : 
QA 

,..,... -- -e... ’ 



ed that we must be on the DOU?X because of the-depth and width of the water, 
Our pre-operational photo Fnterpr:~tation had rather clearly established the 
fact that the 1!%DT3?T was F narrow stream, about 20 yards wide and several 
feet deep. The value of the ?ZRD~YT Yiver as an,,anti-tank obstacle had 
been carefully studied. The river bank was surrounded byW&rsh land, cov-,,::: 
ered with grass which on-the fringes ~!;r;rs used for grazinq. ~,CtlJillJ'j ' it ;; . ,..’ ” ‘. 
developed th;lt the grr3s.s' was swamp grass several feet long, which showed '.a: ::‘. . 
above the water and concealed tne :F!ide.expanse of flooded area from the 

:i: :,I 
‘, . . . . 

photo interpreter. Hen@ firing waslseen in the direction of what was 
thought to be STE E?n;l:;?GLISE. ‘t about 0430, Colonel >~iLONZY and Colonel :'. 
OSTD?3G, of the 507th, with,about 150 men, had rcaorted to me, and I'dqided I, . . 
to uove r?s soon as nossible to seize the '?cst end of the I2 FIE?E bridge; 
I considorcd it necessary'to‘?ccomplish this 
the impracticability OF f'ri.ghting through.the 
several, in the fncc'of :any C&man autc1ma.ti.c 
get the force,organized for movemont, but in 
landed about 400 yards Yest of'our position. 
decided that we wereion,the, %st bank of the 

before daylight because of 
swamps, of which there were 
weapons. Steps were takento . .: : 
a few rninutcs two gliders 
By. this 't&e I hod'defi'nitely' ,i 
WRDVET River seve-ral.milqs . . . /. i- 

North of LA FIFE?. lt had been reported to mc that Colonel LIN'XXJIST had .::ii .. 
moved down the railroid with about 1CO men towards'l,!, FIT&Y. Some indivA. :.: 
iduals were still coming in. Everyone who was not on security ti,as working: ..; 
;tt retrieving.bundles&+omthe ,s~mn. 
a fev rounds of ammunition. 

I.mana@.to get one bazooka and. -. ( .,,, 

2.11 other heavy ecuinmcnt and radios were . - 8 ,:, . 
then in the, sw-?mp water or impossible to get to. The glider landings I;, , :,-:, 
a:;pearcd mos.t fortuitous,, and stc-ps were taken to get the equipment out 
0:~ them. Yith luck it would be a 57mm .!‘,T gun, which v:ould come: in very " * 
handy, J:t this ‘time g Jidcrs "'ere going overhea$moving in the direction 1. : 
of STF: ?YWJ ~'X,I~c,F:. All indications tended to more. clearly establish . : . . 
our cstim?ted location as being correct. In order to retrieve the contents.' 
of the clide*rs, the move .South was temporarily delayed :nM_lz patrols were Y 
sent to thc,glidcrs, Lt.. G!?'.F!,Y! W$ I;l*-ted in ch?rge of those patrols, . . 
Lt. GpIY"V returned in about a. half hour eti;ting that he nccdcd at least 
30 mtn.. Onq,~iidcr co:,ta.ined E "571', ;Incl one 2. jeep'. . . ., 
a marsh and $t vy'as s&y 'difficult to 

They had landed in ” 

extricate the gun and vehicle. Some ’ 

German smRll,i2rms fire vias being received in the ,,vici$.,ty of the. gliders . 
c?t this time. 'Lt; Col. T~~.LOTZ was .instructed to m&d the men available 
to Lt. G2~PYAPI. r,bout ? hrilf hour lratcr L'~* GXHl.!I returned ard stated that 
he couldn't g;t the men, couldn't pat out the ecuipment with the men he had, 
and that the ,arman..Qre was increasing, I accompanied hi% to the hedge _ 

along the field conta,'i&@ the gliders where: th,e f!ire was building up with. s 

considerable intensity. "ith some di"ficulty additional men were obtained. :. I i 

and finally either the 'gun or .jccp, I forget v*hich no;v,.was removed only 
to become impossibly bogged in the swa'nrty bottom. i,t my direction Lt. 
GR!,YJ!EI! destroyed the jced 6<nd'rcmoved Fart of the breach mochnnism of the . .. ,. 

“57’hL I$ was *just barely nossihlc tc do this, since the Gcrnan Force,: ,: !,_, 
was becoming increasingly t,ggrcssive. It was now broad daylight, 1t.w.a~ 

The r?,egre(: of enemy build-up end his attitude.,made the 
: 

about 6 or 6:30 A??. 
possibility of moving down the :"Tes.t brnk at this time appear impracticable, 
and1 decided to move to tho rpiZ.roc?d cmbankmcnt and move in the direction 

.-,,: _. 

of LA V%_E, and there pick up all who could .bc found from the 508, contact 
the 505, and Attack the bridge from the Qst side, Orders were issued; and 
the movement started across the marsh, The movement started and contact 
was cstablishcd with the 1st R~tt~lion, 505th, ulider the comm:nd of Major :.;'.: 
TqVJ_" yr-. at L” d 1 p FIFJ?? . .,.' . Ifis battalion hnd landed PP per plan, and tias carrying::.: 
out.,its,prescribed mission. FTis point was then,cng;lged zt the L! FIZ3E . ,. 

bridge;h, .; ., -:. .’ :’ 1. ; ; * 
7: ; ,.. : .” .A... ,, , . 

'1; Challenpinc.--Yithout exception, all agreed that ‘th:- system of 
challcngi&m~oyed ti$s the best; that is, one word for a ch<allenge, and 
one word for a,resqonse -- no further conversation being necessary. This 



further substantiates the findings as a result of the SICILIAN operation& 
It is important that the same challenging system be employed in training 
as in combat. 

2. lssably.--The assembly plan emplo:led appeared sound and took the 
following steps. Each stick rolls up on the bundles. Cfter securingtequip- ’ 
ment, sticks join each other by sight-or patrol:&ontact, or rendezvous at 
a previously agreed upon terrain feature, or by radio contactr"The assembly 
lights, one per battalion, were used and proved to bo very valuable when 

. placed in operation. 
for 'their purpose. 

Except for not being high enough, were most satisfactory 
Prior to this operation orders were issued as follows: 

Wach battalion commander,, or one of his designated battalion staff officers, 
would take with him a flare which he should:employ if all other assembly 
aids failed". It is unfortunate that this order was not carried out by all 
participants. It is noteworthy, however, that the flare when. used, sdrved '~.~~~, 
its purpose well. It is"'bclievcd that the present practice.of limiting' . . 
the use of flares to a battalion commander or one of his designated staff >I'; 
officers is sound. Too many flares ‘create an impossible.situation. One :' 
light per battalion is .a11 thrt is permissible. However, the lights must '. :,:' 
be raised 40 to 50 feet above the ground. (Fxperiments are now being conductt 
ed in this Division with a view to the employment of large balloons capable:!,, - 
of raising an assembly'light to the proper altitude..) 'It, is believed that 
the assembly could be facilitated by having more radios jumped on the in- 
dividuals, and it is believed that for this purposemore radios, in addition 
to the present authorized number, must be obtained. 

.3. Eeuipment .--All unit commanders are in agreement that bundles must 
be tied together.' There appears 
of bundle’ identification'. 

to be some disagreement as to the extent 
p,s,has happened, in the past, if. a unit1 uses a 

bundle light and,.they manage to 'recover their eouipmont without being 
shot up, it is felt that this is uncuestion?bly the proper m&hod, whereas 
a unit using lights and getting badly shotlup finds it impossible to recover : 
its ec&ment and feels that the ust:'of a.light is a serious imistake. /.ll 
things.considerod,"the soundest-plan appears to be:',First, to tie all bund- 
les together, s'o arranging the jumpmaster's trip switch so-they will-be 
released simultaneously; next, identify separate bundles with vitrolyte or .i: 
similar'luminous markings and,' ’ In addition,.,use the rope knot system; further, 
it must be emphasized in training that every weapon and round of ammunition' 
and piece of'eouipment must be recovcrcd'from th! DZ without delay, and / 
that units must redovcr their own eouipmcnt. If a unit is ,.unpblu to'carry 
off all of its loads, then a recover detail must be put to'work and a dlump 
established. El+ndles.must be;jettisoncd in thc;'stick and’ not before. 

” . 

4.. Individual'Fouipment 
‘. ,. 

.--The parachute must be ecluippcd with a aui'ckq 
release device... Individuals whose load permits :;lust.jumpwith an II-l'@nc. 
A caliber .45 pistol should be'worn by each jumper during descent so 'as.t.o 
be avnilable,,~ediately upon landing. Tho use of the J&l Rifle Container' 
is not imperative. Individuals must be trained to carry their full and . . 
complete. combat load, wearing all of their ocuipment in some training ex- 
ercises and, in addition, each individual load'must be checked with a view 
to his prompt..and expeditious clearance through the door. #Sovera serious 
deleys occurred because individuals could not get out promntly. This was 
caused by faulty wearing of eouipment, 
must be eliminated by.proper inspection 

improper carrying .bf arms; etc.';knd 
and training. 

II “. . . . 
. . :.‘, 

5. .--Because of the nqture of the fighting in'NO?WNDY, the IXR ?>rms 
was most desirable, being of a high'rate of fire, long r&c, high penetra- l 

tive power, light,',and highly mobile. 4s P. result of this operation, all 
unit commanders feei that they would like to,have two BAR's jumped in.evcry 
squad. This will permit a unit to engage promptly in a hcavy.fire fight im- 
mediately upon landing. 'However, LW1s must alsqbe dropped by bundle< 
There is no'substitutG for them on many missions. Obviously,, more weapons 
will be on the grolhd than parachute units can properly employ.. This~.$,4.l&,.. 
necessitate the use'ofa salvage crew.. ~ .’ - 

:;.. * 
. I 
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Steps are being taken to jump the bazooka T:lith a round of ammunition on an 
individual in future operations. The Gmzton Qrennde with two fragmentation 
grenades per man was very satisfactory. 

6. frtillcry.--All cormzanders qrcrc highly enthusiastic in their 
praise of the artillery support received. 'Ihey also, without exception, 
would like to see more work done v4.th a view to developing and perfecting 
the use of parachute field artillery, Yven with ths present small percentsage 
of recovery of weapons, they feel that the supFort available to them from 
the wcz!nons recovered more than Sustifies the loss incurrcd in the drop. 

7. 3nemv R~;~cti.on 1 -...--i-_---.--._r._. .--The enemy appeared to engage with all means at 
his disposal ,211 airborne troops during their descent. It MS most signif- 
icant, however, that the Germans remained holed up after the parachutists 
landed, and attempted little aggressive action for some long time. Tht? gliders 
scemcd to attract particul?.r attention, ?nd were very vulnerable immediately 
upon landing. 

q \- . Our &n Troops. --The conclusions drawn from the pc?st operations - 
aTpear .?fter study of WFP~1JNF, to be sound. ?Xvcry stick must asscmblc on its 
own enuipmr=nt promptly upon landing, regardless of the situation Et hc?nd 
?nd the amount of fire. prom thcrc th:, assembly must procaed as fast as 
circumstances permit. Lll pncmy communications must be destroyed immediately. 
!.I!. roPds nust be mined. .Troops must stay off the ropds. Use the ro?ds to 
ambush the enemy. i"lovc across country. ?;Iove promptly with all eouipment, 
P rms ) and ammunition that it is Fossible to get without too great a dclny, 
A unit will never asscmblc ~11 of its men, so that Every commander will bc 
fcccd with P decision as to whc?n to move with the strength ?t hand. Only 
he cpn make this decision on the spot. It is most &n~?ortant, however, that 
tho hours of drrkness be used for the seizure of key points and objectives; 
The enejqy reaction bcccmes incrcasir,ly violent with daylight, 

It is most imnor,tant th.?t every ::!Cfict:r participating in the ex&cise, 
rcgardlees of grade, be bricfcd on the mission of the Division c?s a whole, 
and understand in F general W_:Y the! priority of importance of the Division's 
objcctivcs, end how the subordinz?tc units of the Division a& going to seize 
these objectives. It is cle;?r from both the %cilian Cemp?ign and the NOR!V,DY 
CampziGn th<?t this comTon :mndcrst::ndi.ng on the part of all. participating 
officers is of the utmost importance. 

9. P~thfin3cr /.i.ds.--In -.- -._ .-*-_-__ country ns hcnvily held as NGRF!,N9Y, setting 
up and operating thrtie lighted T's per r~gim~:ntal DZ is impossible. 
l&h-L, or a different type 13&t, 

,C$e, coded 

of the pathfinder defensive, 
a'ppears to be more satisfnctor~.~,~ $liei size 

NKPTlJNI. 
group does not hzve'to be as 'l~'~;~';as']th~~'~~E I. 

:“\ few automatic wc,??cns clnd c? 
fticc..thpt,. T$.Q..opFratc at night,. 

bazooka can hold off- most.:aaj7,.@yqan I : .,a L. 
,. ,:.. . ‘I-. ,. . . 

.I ;, :,.;.; .: ., 
” ls;, ‘.“. 

,".lrbornd~%PL~--Thc, SFr?l;P Lirbornc 
1, ; _.. 

~___---_Y___ 
&tisfactWy 

SOP in zoneral api;c&s‘,'~~'be~ 
. . ..It. m\.:st be closely adhcrcd to 

20-minute. :~3rni.n~;.~ 
J particularly 'in' $e,g& to '-ihe . ,, 

the l+-.m4nute urar::in::, a:d i;he green light‘, 16 is of the.' 
utmost importance in n ccmbnt, opcr:,tior, th?t the s2es.d c:t' the troop..carryT 
ing clirc,rc?ft not bn excessive, "it!: the ex?,remcQ hczvy lo;!d &rr.ikd: &J "_, .,. 
most .j.upJpers, serious ~physic~~l. in,ju.ry reec2ts, cl?ti2.p.ment is l.ost,t. FI~@."$~~v~ 
uently the narc?c$ute.; rri&funcXons :in .ium@.ng from a high-speed piin&‘, ., .s ‘2:. 1; 

_‘.. : f . ,. “.:‘_ 
11. “%ather Conditicns I__----.-I.___& ‘--It is interesting to note in Ope&ti.on NE?TUNE 

thnt weather conditions w<rc elrnost i2eal. arYA.1 shartiy after c+&sirii .t& .~ 
'"'est coast of the peninsula, There 2 dcrlpe Soi< wxs encountered that'.'la&ed" 
almost up* to the UERD!?W:T River., Zi5.s c .? 2. ,s e d cccsidcr?ble dispcrsio'ri &d" 
error in the drop of the 50'7th ,?ncl f02tA ?arz.c&te' Infantry IZegimi:nts, with 
the error generally being that of d?oppl:lg well beyond the DZ where the fog 
first cle.?red, IJtLrorturintcly, thj.s pIAt, msst of the equipment in t&I4ERDERET 
River or the sv;amps.or tributaries of that river. 
jumping Qst of the,W3RDFF,T River, 

The 505th P#$hute Infantry, 
landed with most, of: its men @-I the DZ area, 

.’ ..,%. 
: : ,’ . . i .s 

- 13...7 
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and promptly undertook to accomplish its mission, The 507th and 508th. 
Parachute Infantries, rfith eoual promptness, ,movcd to accomplish what lwas ( 
considered the next most important mission, and that was the.seizure of. .: 

crossings over the M??RD~RET River. Due to the wide dispersion of theso;."" 

/ units, this took a bit more time than was anticipated. ..: ! .r : 

12. Training, --Our present traiaing policies,are sound. Night re- , 
organizati=nd assembly exercises must be held at least twice weekly. Full 
combat loads carried whenever possible, Prompt aggressive action by each 
individual is imperative immediately upon lzinding, regardless of enemy in- 
terfercnco'and must be insisted upon in training. An individual or small unit 

*- that "holes upI!- and does nothing is ultim-* c:bely isoL.ted and destroyed, An 
airborne unit has the initiative upon landing, it must retain it. Thisis 

. the essence of successful reorganization and accomplishment of a mission. !I 

. A number.of airborne commanders prcscnt recommended that it bc,.suggested 
to Troo.p,!,Carrier unit commanders. that they conduct unit proficiency tests 
s&nil& tolthose conducted in this.Division: ??ach unit to be given a mis- 
sion and be reouired to execute it under simulated.combat conditions, EX- 

act numerical ratings to bc given based upon marshalling, briefing, order,. 
: flight, timing and accuracy of drop and these ratings then be made known to 
the entire command. The troops and unit commanders of this Division are 
willing and‘anxious to assist in any way possible in.the conduct.of this 
ty$e trqj@g',:_ 
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