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. 1 = 14 January: The 3quadron contxnusd attached to the 60th Infantry Regie
menta [ Combat Team of the 9th Infantry Division and occupied a defensive zone.
along to» 3I4GFRIED LINE in Germany extsnding from the north end of MVISTHAU at -
the blowneout bridge and hairpin turn (K3941196), the STIVIBYSCH draw (X943199),
north¥ust to (K934204), thence north slong the slope of MITLSNIM Hill, generally
#ost of the railroed, to the vicinity of KOWz:N STATION (K944233). The troops’
were Jdisposed fromw right to left; Troop B, in contact with the 1lst Battalion of
the 47th Infantry Regimentsl Combut Team on the WONSCHAU Hilly Compsny F eatride
the KONSCHAU-MUTZ £31ICH Hill; then the attuched Company A, 47th Armored Infantry
" Battalion, wnich wis in direct wire und physical contact with Troop A of this
Sjyuadron, on it's left (North). Troop A was at that time attached to the 31lth
Infentry Rebimcntal Commbat Team, 78th Infantry Division in the Ninth_ﬂ. 3. Army.

‘The southeastern end of tie defensus covered MONbCh*U appraochea in the east-
west draw along the winding road from IYGAUBROICH and the draw appretich fror the
northeest. The line, crossing the aachen ruilroad st (938203) and <urving general-
1y north, was situated on a forward slope which entered a parallel draw running
into enomy occupied KOMN<eM. Observation by both eonemy wnd friendly forces was ex-
cellent ani was further enihsnced by 2 background of snow.. As a result activity was
- - kept to a minimum during daylight and mos{ work hud to bte accomplished under

cover of dirkness or during occasiontl fog. Between the 7th und 8th a hesvy . snow-
fall, reaching blizzard groportions, greatly hampsred ‘vehicular traffic and only
constant plowing and shovsling preventsd emplaced vshiocles from becoming immoblized.
On the night of the 7th the Squadron 3-2, Captain Frink, lost direction in the
blinaing snow and was thought to heve hecome & casualty until he staggzered in the
Troop B conrand post on the point of exhaustion.

To grin raximu: efficiency and fulil coverage on & final protective lin! with
available fire power, each automatic wsspon was carefully asited and reristered om
8 reange card, providing crossfire wiin aijscent machine yuns. This necessitated
the plottlng and aljusting of each positicn, finslly resulting in an irrsgular
line of ¢mplacements cupable of deliwering an unbroken p;tfern of intsrlocking and
grazing fires, along the entirs front. 7o improve fields of fire trees ard hedges
had to be cut down. The supporting elewments, with thoir weapons ilug-in behind the
main lipe of resistenes and sited to .five upon the final protective line, nlso
covered 11 avenues of epproach and were raady to encage. tarpets of opportunity.
They provi jed the necessary depth to t:x line and were situsted to repel counter-
attack from any direction. All positions were protected by riflemen in fighting
holes forring individqual strong points, iach machine gpun positiom was aquipped
#ith ammunition (incluling 3 boxes with all tracer removed fer night firing), hand
grenades and K rations. henever practicable armored car3~were'used along the MLR.

To sirongthen and support ‘the YLR at least six rolls of concsrtlna tarbed wire
were steked ucross the whole of tha front and at leust three encircled asach position.
Concoanled tin cans wers attached to the concertina sand hundreds of warning trip
fluares were plnced along all possible approaches. The trip flurs continusd to prove
it's value over that of the antie-personnsl mins, On several occaaions they were '
tripped by animals which were sasily identified in the illumination Aand would have
made simple targets bad taey bsen Germans. The szxplosion of & booby-trap warning
may ret the trippsr, but it reveals nothing and leaves the defendsr literslly in
the dark, causing unnecessary tconsion which generally results in confusion and e
waste of armunition. A disadvantage in the uss of the trip wire warming system in
the winter is un occasional detonation of a flare or charge with apparontly nothing
nesr the wire to disturb it. Possiblo reasons for thia may be either that the wire,
if it is long ¢rough, may sufficlantly contract from cold to drax the safety pin,

- or a snow laden tree to waich 2 wire is anchorsd will sway enough to pull the pin.
Listening posts were aug-in along & line wsll forward of the MLR and were manned
during the hours of darknsss and psriods of poor visibility. iZach was ejuipped with
radio. Thu successful repuise by ths Syuadron of a two battelion thrust 16-18
December Jjuring which only one fatality was suffered, hai coaclublvely proven to
every man thut this plan of dJefense was thu soundest and that strict attention to
minute details in the preparatiom of the ¥IR is imperative. Dsaspite the terrific
snellinb to wh1ch all positions sers subjected during that period, only four men
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©o wera lightly sowmced. Yhus the necessily for the prompt completion of & tremendous

smount of work upon taking over a ne# defensive area has beon impressed upon all
personmcl b r oractical and successful experienc.,

The constant activity of night and dsy combet patrols kept the snemy in his
mw front yurd and frejuently forced him to disclose his positions. All patrols,
_exoept thmao ordered out on hasty emsrgency missions, were carefully processed
through an SOP system lauid down by the Group Commander. This consisted of the
preparation of (1) an order fram the 3juedron Commander {incl. #1) assigning the
mission to tne patrol leader at least 356 hours prior to the time the patrol is to
ret out, (&) a detniled plan v patrol {inmcl. ﬁ } sigred by the isader and the
Treep and siusdaren Copeaders, snd (3) & putrol v&iurt {ind1. %3) of the results
of interrcgatien «U at leest the putrol leager, by the 32, Shen tals system was
inaugurated in Jctober 1944 it was theusbht te be ?Ou .ungthy and bothersare . but
¥ith constunt use, i%’s werits proved thumsslves by & thoroughness in coordinated:
pirnning that could net otherwise have been schisved. . 1t has deflinitely been re-
speusrible for tne sacewens il sccomplichmont of numerous patrel miszions with a min-
imum loss of porscpnel und equipméernt and & meaximum gain of accurate enemy information,
Mombers of other units acsompanying our patrols wers impressed by the detailed
pifanring and the cloaw sapport of artillery and mortars it provided by the use of
_well ovperatec radic links. Leaders of emergency patrcls in Juick preparation for
their mission were guided by the cu*lins of the Detailed Plan of Patrol,

Trooy A; atvached to the ?rd Batiamlion, 31ith Regimental Combat Team of the
74th Tnfantry Division. continued te defend in the vicinity of KONZEN STATION,
G=RMANY, Attscihed to the troop were s platoon of light tanks from Comwpany F,
10¢nd Cavalry sjyualiron, and a platocn of self=propellisd tank destroyers from Compeny
¢, 893rd D Batteliom. adjacent upits were Compemy A, 47th Armored Infentry BaBal-
1cn attached to ihAJ sjuadron, on the right, and Compeny 1, 3lith Infantry on the
lefz. - ’

On 2 dapusry Lt Jickson sot out in awrknoss With s cawbat patrol of 12 men
and eancountered an snery outpest in the house at (K943428). They threw white
phoaphorous grenudes tarouch tne windows and withdrew under machine gun fire from
adjucent outposts hile tne building burned to the ground. A platoon from the 60th
Regimontal Cowbut Team supported by mecium tenk end TD fire; launched a diversionnry
attack on ¥XOIzkN through the troop und ~ere forced back by heavy machine pun fire
from the center of the twwm. Throuchout the period normel security patréll were
active without enemy contacts. ’ ' ‘

(n tihe night of the 7th,Troop 4 was relioved by Company L, %1lith Infantry, and
at 23C0A proceeded in a blinding snow storm, via ROTGEN and FUPEN, to & position in
the wcods off the MONSCHAU-EUPEN highway (K865230), closing in there &t 0740A. The
‘troop aguin reverted to Sjuadron control. Wirs communication was establjshed and,
in the .abscace of sheltor, four pyramidal tents were erccted and work wss begun on
the conatructiun of log huts. During the balance of ths period the troop followed
a rehibilitation program including shcwers and a change of clean clothing for all
perasonnel. Shakedown inspections of vehicles and equipment were conducted at the
Sqyuadron rear echelon bage at ZUPEN and nll clothing, squipment and ammunition in
excoss of authorized base loads were turnad in for ealvage., Assisted by Sjuadron
sorvice sections, a thorough maintensnce sneck-upr Was cempleted on ordnance, signal
and motor ejuipment. A physical inspectica and instruction #n first aid were con~
ducted by the Siuadron Surgeon. unjoying 2 short break from contact with the enémy,
the men wers well rested sven thowgh living conditiops Were wury poor in the severa
cold 8nd snow,

On the 8th, 1lst Lt: Prederich H. Mestoalf, s relnforcemﬂnt officer, was assigned
to the *roop. Tec 5 ddfter and Pvts Freeman and lavato returned from hospital during
the periodo :

. Troop B tlbd in with the defenses of cm:pany A, 47th In“antry Regimental Combat
Team on WOLSCHAU Hill on the right, uni Trcop C on the lsf4, It°s support consiwted
of Company F «ith a platoon of light tonks covering etch reconnalissznce platoon and
elements of the 6Uth Inxantry augein f{erther back. The iroop commind.post w28 in
the cellars of & house in MUTZENICH st IX332201).
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Unaimed rifle and machire gun harassing fire was directed almost daily on the ‘
outposts. This wus wevidently dono to inauce return fire and raveal our positions.
It generally ceased whun returned by single riflemen from :lternnte positions. On
several occusions the enomy weupon had the distinctive sound of the American .30 .
caliber machine gun. %he he:ijuarters plutoon provision:l mortar sjuad continued
to lire their vatteryof B81MM's with increasing development of speed and accuracy.
Small caliber enemy mortars fired daily slong the front without causing any damnge
nor disclosing his position.  fter a careful study of reps, terrain and ssund direce
tion, several probable positions were chose® and counter-mortar concentrations were
firel. The enemy morturs then ceased Iire.

Patrols fran the 80th Inf :ntry were guided by members of Troop B on the 4th and
5th to reconnoiter enemy strength in buildings at (K952208)., Both nights they ran
into enemy trip flares snd received heavy machine gun fire from the houses. The
second ni:ht the patrol attemptod to =ambush a German flanking patrol but their
position wus revealed by ome of owr men coughing. Theoy were forced to withdraw
under intuuse small arms fire and one man was wounded. During the night of the 6th
und infantry sjuad guided by 3gt. Rusen again lay in smbush at (K946209) vithout re-
sults. On tho 9th e patrol found 1ad vurned Jown & house (K953208) recently occupied
‘'by & German outpost. Other Infantry patrols operated nizhtly and were guided by B
Troopers. Although these purties wWere conducted by the 3rd Battalion of the 60th
Infantry, tha guides operated the radios nrd controlled supporting artillery and
mortar fires. The farthermost point reache i was {K955212) between KMWZEN and IMGEN-
BR0OICH.

"hen Lt. Yontz was temporurily pliced on auty with Squacron Healjuarters on
7 Junuary, 2ng Lt. Yilliam Siaith, 2 newWly assigned reinforcomsnt, t.ook over commind
of the 2ni Platoon, )

Troop C continued to dsfend its a2ssipned area alonL the %EP. JRATH Hill occupying
the centur portion of the 3juadrun line +ith the 3rd platoon on the right ind the
ist platoon on the left. The 2ni platoon supported thoe vroop ¥LR from positions in
rear of the ist and. 3rd plutoons. [he Ini und 3rd platoons exchanged places on tkhe
13tn. The two front line platoons were in exposed positions neccssitating strict
camouflluge discipline ani little or no dauylight movoment was pérmitted. Several
substartiully construczed furm houges offured excellunt strong points with #ide fields
. of fire. The support platoon, duj~in on the edge of the woods, overlooke i the untire
troop front us well as parts of ths ground occupied by adjoiring .nits. Behind this
the troop commind post was dug-in (K923208) and protected aguinst the daily hurassing
mortar and ortillery shelling. Thu provision.l mortar platoon consisting of personnel
from thu hesdjuurters plutoon, fired in .irect support of all posts on targuts of
opportunity as well as registered defensive concentrations. Obssrvers use.i telsphone
and supporting rudic links to contact the fire iirection center at the mortar battery
in a cluaring benind the woods. Because of the boggy pground each mortar had to be
footed with loga and burricaded with sand bags and logs.

An ubservatlon po;t was established ut tiw forweurd edre of the wocis (K921215)
und comminded & wide view incluling the t.vns of KONZuN and IMGENBROICH. It was
ejuipped with & B.C- scope aund minued by Troop & officers and men. Tuis vintage
point proved valuably in picking up unemy targets and was often used by oflicers of
" higher echelons. which included on one ohcus1on, Lajor Teapue and Y.0. T'rels of the
Corps .aijutant General's Offleﬂ

During the night of 2 Junuary one platoon of medium tunks find a section of tenk
destroyers moved in and were concesnled among the Troop C positions. The following
day they supported with direct fire a diversionury sttack on VONZEN by & platoon,
of Company F, 60th Infuntty, which started through Troop & und roturned through
Troop C. Their mission was successfully completed, but with several casualties,

' To prevent the pousibility of the snemy fram sscuring nnd using the houss at-
(K939214) nus u strapy noint. & letrohmont of the attarbed arginsers nronared it fur
demoiitioe and {ixed boodby traps inside. Four 50 pound chargss wery placed arosund
the foundation outsi:de the building and & concerled wire wasg laid to an electric
detonator in the 1lst pl &toon cormand post (K934218). ‘
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Ou the 6th, 2nid L5. Merium Feo Auderson was evacunted for ne lical trestment and
on the 7th, lst Lt. wWilliam H. 7ilkerson, a rsinforcemunt officer, was assigned to
command the 2nd platoon. A former member of Troop B, Znd Lt. Joseph 0. Mciloon
returne 1 from hospital after recuperatipg fror .ounis ani ¥5s5 asai,med to Truop C. |
He #as placed on temporary duty ¥ith 3jusdron ﬂaaiqua*tgrs &3 iisison officer.

Jurlng the period Pfc singloton and Pvts adamson and ilvarados also re-oincd the
troop from the hospiwl.

Troop E continued to support the syuumiron with its battery of six self-propelled
75mm hositZers emplsced in MUTL.iHICH (K908187). Of fensive nnd defensive Pire concen~
trations weve rsgistereuy and coordimated with those of the 6CGth F.A. Bn of the Sth.
Infantry Division, &3 #ull.as with the €2nd armorsd F.A. Bn which wag 8till in genersl
support, attached t¢ tho 102nd4 Cevalry Group. The iroop méintaine.l taree observation
posts. All troops ns well as the arbill .ry cbservers were constantly alert to pick up
enory §in flashes and submitted "Sholl Reps™ and "Flash-Rang” reports. Azimuths of
the lirection of flight wera also ruportsd on Robot Komba passing over the area. On
the 1llth observers wyre put to u test by the 80th Iufantry communier when he ordered

* the 60th F.A. Bn to fire a concentration of smoke to ths front tp note the obscrvers?
reports.  All the Sjuadron front line units submitted reporse promptly end, in most
cases, wero sccurately plotted with azimuths correapunding to their relative nositionag

On New Years Duy a Fock-lulfe 190 wus shot cown by @ local ant i-aircraft unit and
crushed near the gun positions. That afiternoon Lt. Allen adjusted the battery on &
suspected Gorman C.P. fK80542066) scoring eight direct hits on tho house. On the 3rd
tho troop assisted the 60tk F. 4. Bn. in supporting the infantry attack on KONEN,
expending 201 rounds - HQ of which nore smoke shells’

Un 4 Junuary lst. 3gt. sldon A. Moak was homorably discharged from the Army and
reinstated with a b.ttlefiold commission as Second Lisutenant. Lt. Moek.-was then
prasonted 4ith the Ouk Leaf Cluster to the 3ilver Star Medal for gallantry in action

in Belgiwn, 'The double ceremony was presided over by the Squadron Commander and presont
were mombers of his stuff and available officers and men of the troop. Lt. Voak re-
mained assigned to Troop k. Sgt Hampton ard $/Sgt Cochran returnmed fror hospit-1l to
awty and the latter was maae acting lst gt

Cn the 2th & mission wag aajustal by Lt. Olson fram (P#l #hich accounted for a
Gorman believel to be an ohbserver. Lt. Koak adjusted from OF4 and isstroy:d a
vehicle uni sccupants with 2 direct hit. On the 1l0th and 11th nine observed missions
were fired on point targets, barning seviral houses at [MGMNRROITW &nd driving out
onemy personnzl, some of «hich wore sc¢.n to be casualties. Lt. Slovacek. from OPA2,
aljustel on tw, observers ut (K9460213<), killing one with eir bursts 8rl chasing the
other who staggered and fell until he gainsd the safety of m pillbox. On the l4th
Capt. Frink, S~2, adjusted H.E. fire, chasing perscrnel into & house, then flattening
the aulldinL with direct hits. During the puriod 2872 rounds of armunition were ‘
expended, ' :

The light tanks of Company F remuined in supperiting positions bshinid Troop B.
‘The 13t plat.on still co??x-?l"xv'r'x'vicinzty of the hairpin turn ubove MONSCAU, the

Znd platoon ulong the reilroad behinu Treoop B's 1lst, nnd ths 3rd bicking up the left
flank of Troop B. The tank and machine . un emplacements were protsctud apainst shell-
ing by sand bugs and log tarricaues and were camoufleged against the snow sith white
cleth. Alternats emplacemsnts and inaivitual fighting holes for locul security were
dug~in., Tw#ice daily all trucked vehicles were moved to pravent thoir being frozen in
place. The 2nd platoon continued to meintain & night listoning post in the draw at
(K944202).

dith Capeny F personnel as guidesm, the infaniry operated nightly corbat patrols
up the STIUILRISCH draw without enemy cortuct. During enemy shelling.on the tenth,
Pfc Jindhum @as woundad when a shell vurat at the lst platoon position (K342196). On
the same duy- & shell nit the company commend post in the railroud station (K935194)
without daero, although it missed the kitchen truck »nd crew by 3 yards. Tec 4 Edlyv
Tec 4 Jatelsklg Pvt juealy and Pvt Zink, all {ormur nenbers of the company, rsturned
from the hospital to dutv~
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‘ Gpmznmy A, 47th ..rmored Infantry Battahon, attachod to" tho sqadron since 17 :
Decamm':'*omined in delensive positions on the left flagk with tvo ‘platoons on the
line and onv dug-in support. One of the $7mm guns of the nnti-tunk platoon wus kept ‘
concealed in a barn at (K959221) where it corminded an excellent fisld of fire on the
LL3. The other two [uns wure o1 placed cov.ring the ’eads at (K940235) and (K936229).
Close sontsct was maintnined with Trooo A, &ttached to the 78th Division on the left:
and, by physical liaison und dirsot wire c.orrmunﬁés‘tmn» qonstnnt coor iinxtmn of : ,

'patrola and othar activities was mmtaineda

‘The attached 5ri platoon of (‘ompany A 1l2th wgmeer ‘Batt allén assisted the |
Squadron in the improvemsnt aud mAintsnanee of tre anti-personnel and mine defenses. .
It also kept the local road nat.in & good stute of ropair. Teams of & half squad each

were attached to esch lire troop with 8 non-comriiss ioned officet in charge. A oompleto

‘set of asketlhes: overlays and records of all minos and explosives installed wag kept
up to date and perio.hcally sublaitted to S-3 and- higher angxmer head{u&rtorse

, .1h~:n this plafoon, wh:.ch ‘had bean aitached since 21 Novembor. 1944, was releusad ,
to return to its parent wnit ox the 4ty of Jaaurry the officers and men of the Sjuad.-
ron regrotted to sce it go, . The platoon leader, Lt, Krupnick, #nd every one of his
men are to be highly caimendod fcr e fine spirit of cooperation they displayed in
the purformence of sxtremely difficult tasks under trying conditions of actual ‘com- .

bat and severe wmather.  Lto Krupnick was recommended, by the: Sjuadrom Commender, f‘o”‘
_the award of the Bronse 3%ar in rocognition of his mcritormus achievamnt Juring the
,purzod of his ‘attachment %o ths Sjuedren, ‘

The aCuadran Mo i.LCAl Detac‘-ment opurdteJ its aid btatxon and 1nf1rm.\ry ib A farm

‘house at L’UTanJICH*(}"(QIOIBﬂ and thers treated minor woumied and ~sick in-juarters s

patisnts. - A slight outbreak of treach foot occured. dur 1nr,' the period regun‘ing the

evacuntion of three men, but it was ,uickly arrested by the medicsl ot‘ficurs and the
azd men attached to euch, plat;oone : o : ‘ S

The close sup»rvxuon o.{‘ foot hygieno and regular i‘oot inspections proved ef.t‘ectm-

“ive, Us:.ng a roster check system, edch hid man examined the feet of all the men in
" hi's charge and saw to it that they were waghed evury othor do.yi that the:i® socks were

changed md thelr Stioes were albernated raguldrly and allomsd te dry out.

Heau.gmrturs und Service Troop Umr u.cnelon‘* operat:b.l from its base at’ }-}’JPEN

| BALAIUM. ~ The trucks oF the Transportation platoon and the S-4 section were in cofi-'

stant use, hauling supplies, ammunitiom snd retions which were«eventually distribe
uted from the truckhead at MUTLSNICH (K310196). The Squadron Motor Maintenance
plutoom, besides performing its normul duties of repairing and checking venicles,
bagan. work on the carriages of the se lf-propelled howitzers of Troop B, bringing ono .

out of battery at & time for & thorough raintensnce check-up. The. troop Motor:

¥aintenance section under S/Sgt Skardsius and the half treck established a shop at

.the truckhead to act as a contral service point for wehicles .isabled on’ the :;quad

ron road net and to service tne forward echelon equipment. The Syumiron Railo

‘Muintenunce section opuratei exceptionally long hours repairing and servicing.,
' Radie broak-uowm hud increased be-causo of the severp waathpr con-iitions’.

. -On the lst of Junuary, 'JPbN was subjected to m air raid 1ur1n ahich & German
dive ‘bomber, vas shot down and crashed closs to ths rear srhelom co:mand post. A .
search revealed the dead pilot nearby whose chute had failed to open. Robot hembs

R ipassed over ru(;ularly and some struck the town. On the 12th the town received sev-
- eral x'our;).f. of .wuvy caliber anemy art1llervp ' ’

: 16=25 Janwry: By 1&:30-50& Jmuary Troop & had r“lxeved 'V'roop B from its positions
on the right T1ank of the Squedron in MUTLENICH. Their mortars were put in the same

positions sand using the siming s%tkes already tl'ata Concentrutions were re-registered 'v v

and checkad on the ranga cnrds .

’In additjion t¢ nig_‘htly security petrols, guides and.rudio opsrators accompamed
patrols sont out oy the 3rd satbtalior, 60Uk Tuluniry Sogimental Combat Team. .'On ths

" 17th Sgt. Brzostowski guidec one of iLiwje patrols #hich reached a point in v;emity
' of {K956210). f’rom where they cbserved an enemy forca of cstimatzd company strength.

b




i g
SR

i
.

F

%
e
-

S

_entoring {6 W01 dismonte: i s olamns d, thej l‘ud a ba.,ty !Rutl'-t!ln( 'nimtlﬂ«?.

‘on tae SIMVERATH-IVGENBROICH road (K956d10) and drew back, uijusting artillery, on
the unemy colurm., agRin on the 20th an inf ntry patrol ‘accompunied by Sgt. Kol-

 benheyur proceadsd to {K903208) uhere tiey wore istected by a 156 man avemy rerdy

ani #ere forced to withdruw under heavy smell arms fire. They callel Tor mortar on -

. the enemy. On the night of the 23rd a patrol was guided out by Sgt. ..1cf"auley and .

Wo men. They run into hwavy ma chine sun fire uear (K955212) and withirew. Cpl

Jackson wont with a pabroﬁ on tho 44&1 sud alscovered un enemy ambush near INGEY-
BROICH. ~Without sucowss tney vndeavered to flank the Gormans but were forced to

withiraw under fire. During the ouriod there was no other: ‘enemy activity ‘lorthy

of mention. | :

Capt Hull,  camminder of Traop ¢, 1l)<nd Cavalry bq‘mdrm, #ith his pletoon leuders
inspected the posz‘cions\ of %he lst znd 2nd glatoons on ma 25th rnd plans were com- ‘
plated i‘or their relief on the following day.

1

During tho puriod formor, members of the Troop returned from the. hosm.tal They

- wers Sgts. Kolbonheyer, Brlostowaki » und McCualuy, Pfcrs .J.;‘.J. gsley and steil, and

PVt Stake. o , - ) Lo

ihen Trocp B was rcolieved by Tr Qop A, th»zy proceaded to the rest aresa (KSbaz’SO)
closing in there 1521354 January. Rehsbilitation was fmme iiately begun with platoons

‘rotating daily ut thu showers and sholt:r of the Hy and Servlce Troop base in EUPEN:

Those not engaged in shoWchn inspections wors givin courses in first aid, sand table
exercises and mimes and booby traps. . Lomg accumulmted excess clothing and equipment

- were turned into S5-4 for salvage snd the troop aguin atmppad do¥n %o base loads.

Vehicles, weapons und radios wers given a thorough ‘going ower and restored to first .«
¢lags conuition. Church services, movies and beor were .made available and 111 person»r
nel received a complete change of Mean clothing. _— ‘

Porsonul reoonnaiabmce of & new'sectar to be occupied to the ‘east of I'ONITHATS 4
w43 hade by the off'icurs und platpon sergeunts on the 25th und prep‘\ra‘cmns vere .

completed for re-eutry inte the line the {ollowing duy

Troop ¢ remained in position und continued to patrol to thu front witn aIBmt.ntb ‘
of th Y5t B Buttahom 60th Infantry, #itu negligible results. On thu night of tuc
18th $/5gt 1 Lleaellyn and Pfo Nortom wers injured by the accidental explusmrx of an -
uncharted eati-personnel mine while thoy sere checking the concertina wirs across

the front of the 1st pla.toona s/sgt Lle“ellyn wag evacuated but returned to 1u‘ty on )
thﬁ 2"!‘nda ' ‘

On the abth Capt. rasiwrson und nis oflicers of 'l‘roop B, 102nd: Cv.walr) 3qus lron,

a 1nspectei the. Troop C poailtions in preparations i‘or its relief tha folloxin: - day.

'
¥ B

, Taking advantage of generally clear v1s1b111ty tnroughout the pefiod, #a» Troop'
E officors and non-commissioned of *icers aujusted fire missions on targ:ts obsérved
Trom their OPs. The results of some missions could not be Jdetermine i, tut the follicw=
ing were definltely sevn; Casualties to personnel on nine (9) different sccasions,

. direct hits on factory in KONZEN which was knasn to be an enymy strongpoint; hits on

a Gurman occ.zpled house (X33682082); killed whuet was bolisved to be a CGermen officer
‘inspeoting outposts (K95582036); and Jestroyed an anti=-tark gun (K954203). Using
time amd superjuick. "usas,, many direot hits were scored on buildings suspected of

~housing enemy personnel. 'The normal interiictory harassing missions ~ero fired in °

con,j\n.tion with the 60t,h FA Bn and the 62nd Arrored FA Hn.

‘A course of inatructxon was begun on the 17th for peraonnel of Compuny F imn

_snticipation of the issus of K-24 light Kedium tanks to replace tho light tanks MSAL

Under instructiof guidanoe from the forward OPs, perswinel wore truined in calling

- for fire missions snd adjusting indirect fire on ‘Bctual targets to the front.

!

7 During tha 11 day penod Troop B fired 3622 rounds of amm\mition from their :
8ix asgeult. cums. :

N

Company F contmuad to patsol nightly #ith mzts of the .Srd Bn. 50th Infun ‘,ry

"Wlthout enemy contact. In addltwn o 1.‘ Sirue vi‘ ms in indire c!: fire uuethals o iven
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the compuny vy Troop r, Captuin rreadh =0 the B:ing armuved Fabhe BR instructed in.

the uase of tne iue.qrun to aiming cirgle und ezimutn iundisator. Two meuium tanks were ’
borrowed fram the 746th Tenk Battalion (Campus Blue) for practicul demonstrutmns in
the ‘laying of the piece, . :

On three occusions wire conmunicution'wus lisrupted by enery shelling but was -
duickly restored by Sgt Ronci and his wire crew. The light tanks oftsn proved very
valuable in pulling whoeled vshicles out of deep snow drifts through tha ares,

- Sgt Oliwerl and Pvt Kerridge rejcinad th-ir comp&ny & ftar recovx.ry from rounds
received while operating thnks Juring the lormendy break through in July 144.

Campuny A, 47th armored Inf‘.mtry Battal:xon, continued to operate on the left of
the Sjuedron front until 20 Junuary when it way rvlieved in position by Carpany C,
60th Inf atry. Due to & high rate of cus mltivs suffered from previous engagerpnts,
a largo purcentage of its men were rnew aund inmexperienced reinforcemonts when Cor ~#ny
A was attached to tne Squedron on 17 Decenber 1944. (nder the dirvcti .m of the
company communder, Capt Weirsme, daily improvement in efficiendy was evident, Thus,
when the company reverted to comtrol of 3 .s pareant unit, it was in an excellent state
of combat condition, its officers, » .~commissioned officers und men are to be highly
commonded . for their diligem%. attention to: uuty in accomplishing the jifficult tasks
and hard work assigned to them.

COmpany C sdjusted itself and its weapons to the established positions and re=
" sumed putrolling. It was relieved by Compeny B of tho 60th Infantry on the 25th and
this unit, in turn, was relieved on the samw night by Troop A, 102nd Clavalry Sjpwauron,
wnich was temporarily uttached to this oquairon until the balance »f its- parent orgens
ization moved into the area.

6 - 31 Junuarys The mission to> defend the town of NONSCHAU was again asgiwn@d
the 3quairon which hud now been detached fram the 60th Infantry Regimental Cambat
Teanm and reverted to the control of the 102nd Cuvalry Group. This saector has prev-
iously becr included in a front of 9000 yards held by the Sjumdron from 10 November
to 20 Decomber 1944, und had been garrisomed by Troop € ani Company F. It was now

the sole responsibility of the entire 5iurdron on a 2200 verd front. Or ‘the night
‘af 26-27 Junuary, after the troops had been relieved of their sector by the 102nd

Cavalry Squairon, they moved into position relieving elements cf the 47th Infantry.
Froop B vas on the right, Troop A on the left, and the lst and 2nd platoons of
Company F remained in position in tha ares at the hairpin turn and along ths rail-
roed. Traop C took up supporting positions on the high ground to the west of '

. HOMSCHAU with & good canmnd of the terrain along the entire front. The Squadron
_cammand post agaim moved into the MONSCHAU post office. Company C, 644th Tank

- Destroyer Battalion (less one plation) was attached to the Squadrcm 261645A January -
and was plac2d in reserve, -

The 1st and 2nd plutoons of Troop A were relieved at 262056A January by Troop
C; 102ni Cavalry S3umrom, but the Srd platoon remained in positiom to the north
- of the huirpin turn (K940200) and in the STIL’.B'J.;CH draw, tying,ain with the 102nd
Cavalry 3quadron-and Tank outposts of the lst platoon of Company F, on ths left.
The lst and 2nd platoons relieved two platoons of Canpany A, 47th Infantry in ihs
tronches on the hill east of MONSCHAU and tied-in with Troop B on the right snd its
own 3rd platoon and the 2nd light tank platoon of Company F covering the #inling
road (v944196), on the left. The Troop commAnd poust nocupied a factory in WONSTHAU
(“39191) Security patrols and listeniug posts went out nightly. Tha 8lmm morters,
less .ze remaining with the 3rd platoon, were positioned on thz stesp hillside
- ‘above tho commind wost and were registered on clcse-in concentrations. The difficult
task of hauling anmunition up to them was done by ha.vzug the man retur'uug from meals
‘carry iniivijal rounds.
A \patrol. led by Sgt Turner on the night of tho Z3th obserwed ememy activity
around & pillbox at (K956200). On the 27th and the 29th Gorman desertsrs wore
turnsd in »y listenivs nosts..

During the night of 30«31 Januarv 'me mortar battery firsd preparstion
-missions Ior tie infantry atback mag loauncheyd 2t 04004, They then stood by
- to support snd to fire upon tr __ts of opportunity. Iin zorjuncviom with 2 loude
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spsaker broadcasting to the Germans that thoy had been surrounded and to surrender,
on the morning of the 31st. The mortars expended 300 rounds on harassing fire at

the southern snd of ILGEKBROICH and KON4iN., No prisoners were tuken. A radic patrol
unler (pl Bowman left at 20004 to bontact the 309th Regzmsntal Combat Team at IMGEN- -
BROICH. ‘
L 4 ) ' . .

During the period Pvis Komora, Salimbene and ¥olfe returnel from hospital to
iuty. .
TrooP B entered NON:CIT.U and begun the relief of Company C, 47th Infantry in

a sector rumning north fram tne ROJR River (K947184) in the MONSCHAU draw, to the
top of the hill where it licked with Troop A. Contact end the coordination of fire
plan was ostablished with Campuny L, 60th Infuntry Regimental Combut Team across the
river on the ™ight. The troop waus in position by 270100A Jenuary with tha 2nd pla-
toon on the right &nd the lst on the laft., One section of the 3rd platoon was in
support of the 2Znd and the other section'remiined in troop reserve. Three of the

" troop mortars vere set up in an alvanced position on the sile of the steep hill at

+ {(K944186). The other three wer: positioned on the 30th at {X935187) when the em-
placemunts were vacated by Troop Cs :

A patrol led by 3/Sgt McDonald on the 27th investigated the area at (K951193)
without vpemy contict. On the night of the 28th a patrol lpd by Tec 5 Wido set up
a listening post at &KQEOIBQ) without incident. Another putrol reashed (x958183) .
on the 29th Hzthout contact. A Jeserter surrendered to a 2nd platoon outpost on
the 30 tho )

The morter crews supported the infantry attack with a preparation of 671 rounids
of HE and 12 rounds of smoke. Ir conjunction with the loudspeaker broadcast on the
31ist, 270 rounds of HE ani 30 rounds of smoke were fired. MNo prisoners were taken.

A patrol led by Lt. Shenab reached JVIDDOU (K981189) on the 31st and contacted

American infantry there «ithout observing enemy enroute. That night a patrol led

by Lt. Porterfield ruconnoitered the MONSCHAU-IMGENBROICH Road through the LENZERATH
draw, reaching their objective at 0100, Another lst platoon patrol under 5/Sgt
Lupitz .vent to NM.NeLRATH hill. They found & pillbox at {K951188) to be wvacant but
saw poraonnel moving in Vicinity of the nearby houses. They called out in English’
and German but received rifle fire in return. It wus possible that imericans were in
the area 30 the patrol took up firing positions and observed for the balance of the
‘night., Daylight investigation proved the houses of MENZERATH :o be entirely empty.

Pvt Skkte returned from ths hospital on the 27th.

Having been rﬂllevod on the afturnoon of the 26th by Troop B, 102nd Cevalry
Squadron, tas 2nd and 3rd platoons of Troop C immediutely moved to the hill west
of YONSCHAU wh.re they took up positions iu support of the Squadron at (K937187).
The balunce of the troop began 2t dark to extricute the vehicles of the 1lst platoon.
Becauso of thsir locution at the bottom of & long slope thut was heavily drifited with
snow snd the loss of daylight working time because of perfoct enemy observation, the
platoon wus not out until late in the night on the 27th. This backabreakxng WOrk
was sasisted by a bulldozer from ths 9th Division engincers.

On the night of the 27th the troop was finally assembled at the new aroa with
the command post at (K9341%24). The 1st platcon and the headguarters mortar squad -
found conveniently dug.aia huts along the #est siue of the hill (X935190) where
slements of the 1lst Ba, 47th Infantry, hud been situated. Ths mortars were put into
alrealy prepured emplacements. Forward observetion posts were set up in a castle
(X940184). ith the Troop A po;1»1ons on the eest hi!l and with the infantry in
HOFdN (K944177) . ,

. Oc the 50th the troop was attached to "Task Foroe Rousek" for a apecial mission
of tns 102nd Cavalry Croup, and remuined so attached until the ond of the perioda

Pvts Grimmer end Griszzerd rejoined thoir troep frcm the hosp;tal during the
parlod- . i
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Troop L continued to fire harassing missions with Pew observed targets. The

- gun. crews stood~-to waiting to support the infantry attack onm the 30th, anticipating

the expenditure of a large volume of ammumition. Due to the li ht resistonce en-
countered by the attack only two missions were fired in support and those were.
saturated with fire (x9.>6192) (K953190). o

on the Sht the troop moved to a new position nelt{r MG!bC‘{AUg The fire direction
center was established in a house (K93851932) and the [;uns went into battery at
(K93481937).

‘ During the period the six 75mm assault guns expehded 1470 rounds of smmunition
bringing the total for the'month of Jamuary to 7964 rounds.

On 26 Janunry the. 2nd and 3rd platoons of Company F #ere relicved by olements of
the 102nd Cavalry Sjuairon and assembled with the ba Tanca of the Company at the command
post. _ .

Lt. Pepper, the motor sergeant, mechanics and tank drivors wers ziven a short
course in the maintenance of the new M-24 light tank which the company is being issued
to ropluce the light tank M5Al. On the 30th Lt. Cullinan and the tank commaniers of
the 3rd platoon attended a training demonstration of these tanks at the 744th Tank
Bn. On the 3lst the first two M-24 tankn were recvived by the 2nd platoon,

Sgt. Saniuk, Pfo Boehlke and Pvt Nod.unski retumod to the company at‘tar recovering’
from wounds received in action. .

The §juadron Medical Detachment moved its infirmary aid stntion back to the
building occupied previous to 20 December in MONSCHAU (K938187). Foot and physical
inspsctions of all personnol were cou gted. The strict foot hygieme in practioce
kept the number of Trench Foot cases at/Capt Grosboll, Tec 5 Gritbin and Pfe Skidmore
with the half track ambulance, accompamed Task Force Rousek on the 30th. * .

During the month the dstachment processed 12 Buttle Casualties ani 77 Non-Buttle
Casuulties. Battle oasua.lt:.es consisted of 11 wourded ani one injured.

The me iical uid men attached to each of the line troop platoons have buen outa
‘standing for their commendable ievotion to duty and the exp:rt assisteance they have
rendered to all those under their care. Ths practice of having ths aid men live
with his platoon has provén wury satisfactory. It has built up 8 sense of responsi-
bility and close supurvision that could not Jthurwiae have buen achiseved,

In conjunction with the First Army of fensive), launched on the night of 29-350
January 1945, the 60th Infantry Re@mnt jumped off from Hofen to seize Rohren and
Widdau. The 102nd Cavalry Squadron was to have followed the attack o>f the 60th In-
fantry to conaolidate those towns as tho advance progrossed. Due to extrsmes in

. weather, uni the unexpected swiftness of the advance, which met light opposition,
‘it becams impoassible to pull the 102md Sjuadron out of position in time to take over
fram the infantry. Om 30 Januury 45 the 102nd Cavalry Group headynartors formed a
provisional force of avsilable troops from both the 33th and the 102nd 3juadrons
under the corm:nd of Mejor Chariss B. Rousek Jr, executive officer of the 33th Squadron.

Troop C of the $8th Cavalry Squauron wasg attached to "Task Force Rousek™ as it was
-officially turmed, and Capt Frink, the Sjuadren S-2, went with Major %ousck as Opera-
‘tion® Officer. Under severe weather conditioms, amounting to & blizzard, Troop C
with oth:r elements of the Force, procere? into HOFEN on the night of 30 January.

" All available routes to ROHREN were closed by drifting snow and mines but, om 31
January 45, Troop C, 38th Cavalry Sjuadran mude the difficult journsy crosi-country,
on an improvised roadway cleared by engineer bulldozers. Llements of the 60th In=
fantry in Rohren were relioved and one platoon of Troop C made their way into VIDDAU
on foot as the roud fram Rahren to ¥iiisu was impossible to wheelod vehicles due to
the precipitous Jdeacent und increasingly bad weather conuitions. The Task Force

- continued in effeot until after midnight on 31 January 45 when it was rchuved by
the 10¢nd Cawvslry Sy 'mdron.
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Prusuntation of Decorations: m' 20 January,'l%s,;; in & besutiful setting of *_the
dense, snow laden forests west of Mutzenich, Germuny, the Group Commander, Colomel

Cyrus A. Dolph presented the Bronze Star to the following men:

102nd Cavalry Group in Eupen, Belgium,
the following numed men in the first Squadron

bajor mwart% . Kdgertom, 0309175
S/3gt Elliott A. £ngel, 6864118
Sgt Florentius H., Becker, 37343582
Sgt Luoonard Brzostowsidi, 36636952
Toc 4 lawrence Ruggioro, 52196616
Teo 5 John 3. Frassanito, 32190146
Tec 5 Gordon H. Hansen, 32772132
Tec 5 Xichael P. Jacobs, 32873587 -
Pfc Patsy P. Santora, 32968989

Pvt Gino Carducci, 35232279

Pyt Victor R. Mac Donald, 14038240
Sgt Howard J. Kolbenheyer, 32317403

offioer since "D" Day. ’

t

the period.

Silver 3Stars
Sgt John P. Cundiff, 36727092
Sgt James B, Martin, 38241397
3gt Martin P, Mossano, 32295715
3gt Charles E. Oxenham, 33565838

.Pvt Joseph E. Bottini, 39_132303

Bronze Star

 Sgt Nicholas Giamnuzzi, 32024614
Sgt Charles R. rest, 39127650

3gt Angelo J. Ronci, 35047419
Sgt Charles E. Sullivan, 35797136
Sgt John C. Turbeck, 32770266
Tec 4 Stanford E. Cates, 39276759
Teo 4 Harold B. Wills, 35667067
Tec 5 Justin L. Buchman, 16121610
Tec 5 Al%in Spencer, 35667016

Toc 6§ Jack L. Van Order, 16088676
Pvt #illie Cermoch, 38455887

ing this service.

" reconnaissance.

«10=

UNCLASSIFIED

Major General C. R, Huebner, the newly appointed camamnder of V Corps, personally
decorated seven men of the Squadron on 25 January 1946 at the commend post of the
Five Silver and two Bronte Stars wWere presented
ceremony presided over by a guneral

On 28 January 1945, the Group Commander; Colonsl Cyrus A. Dolph presented
nine dronze Stars in an impressive ceremony in the town of WMONSCHAU, GiRI'AMY,
recipients were men who had earned their honors in the gallant defense of that sactor
on 16<17-18 Decumber 1944, and were decorated in the presence of represcntatives of
Troops B, C, E and Company P. Persons decorated on this occasion were as follows:

'~ The Sjuadron has buon extremely fortunate to have regained the scrvices of 1
officer and 31 snlisted men who have returned to duty with their organization during
Although it is stated in regulations that former members of units are
to be returned, the 3rd Replaocemsnt Depot has been exceedingly coopurative in renders-

- The 31st of January marks the 142nd consecutive day that the Squadrom has been

in contact with the enemy on the SIEGFRILD LIRE. ,
_time have been all dismounted using normal infantry tactics, many new lessons have
been learned by those who were trained und practiced in fast moving vehicular

Since the operutions during this

ke

i B e AT




