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1 « 3 Pebruary; The first phase of the attuck of the 78th and Sth Division
to the torth aAnd South of the Sjuadron scctor came to & successful conclusion an
the third with the complete liquidation of the first line of Siegfried defenasez.
A8 their atteck pushed on to the dast it was the 3juadron®s tagk to take over
suocessive terrain featursa from the Infantry so that the latter could continue
their Dastward drive with their rear and flanke protected.

During this period it was posasible for all membcra of this 3quadron to ob-
gorve for themselves exsctly what hai bsen the Gorwven's defensive positions, And
exaotly whore his pilltcxes were locaztsd.  fithout exception, all were amazed at
the sight of these cleverly comncealsed and superbly constructed fortificatiouns.

S0 too, were the ruins of what had hsan th: towng of INMGENBROICH, KONZEN, SICH=R-
SCHSID, & satisfaction to each trooper. Tus Syuadron comwand post during this
pericd was in MONSCHAU, back at its old homs, in the post office, The? nights of
2nd and 3rd fownd overkead visitors, unestablished 25 to idsntity but destructive
in effsct, Some casualiies were c2uzcd each night to eiviliansz in the ilowm, but
there wers no wmilitery casuzltiss. ‘

Troop A, which cn the lst of February was nasembled in MONSTHAU, sent &
patrcl led by Lt. Ssccomunrio, with four won, up tho road from MONSOCHAU to IVOWNe
BROICH and discovered the only obstacle, beyond the previcusly known blowm bridge
at MCNSOITAU wag the steel road block with some mines in its vicinity, Just west of
IMGENBROICH.

On the 3rd of February, Troop A was alerted to tuke over in the vielnity of
DED ‘WBORN from the 78th Inffantry. Captain Buenzle male the usual personal recon-
naisesance and ncvement orders were awaited, A¢ dusk approached the orders arrived
and the troop moved mounited to HAMMER from which place it proceeded dismounted over
the unswept road to DETENBORN. TUpon reachking its objective, instead of finding =
tow#u cleared of enemy by a company of Infantry, it was discovered that one platoon
fram "C" Company 31ith Infantry, which hac courageously swum the river and stormed
the town, was still fighting to clear the town. This kmown, it was necessary to
take up defensive positions in the town ard await daylight to clear the town.

Troop B with ite command post in MONSCHAU, in the former home of Campany F
durirg the memorably hectic December 16-1%, was mopping up in MENZERATH which had
been encircled az a result of the advance of the neighboring Infantry divisions.

A patrol under command of Lt. Shehab, in the deepest snoWws, reconnocitered the road
from Monschau to WIDDAU to IMGENBROICH to MONSCHAU. Dospite the darkness, the
mission was campleted by noon on 2nd Fsbruvary, with the information that the road
from MONSCIAU to HAMMER wes merely a cowpath. The balance of the route was re-
ported as passable for one way traffic when the road was clwared of snow and same
anti tank mines in the wvicinity of I:'GINB™OICH.

The attached Engineer Company, with the assistance of security from Troop B,
endeavored to clear the MENZERATH road, but after three bulldczers and ons 6x6
had heen destroyed and several casualties had been suffered, the task was abandoned
on 2 February.

Early 3 Tebruary, Troop B relisved elements of the 78th Infantry in HAMMER
at 0915A, They were imnediately greeted Ly a hail of artillery and mortar fire
which continued sporadically thru out the day. Two vehicle casualties were suffered
by artillery fire. One section was used %o protect the ROER RIVER bridge crossing
at 0101¢¢ which Engincers were repairing.

Troop C cammenced the period attached to the 102nd Cavalry Squadron and was

‘assigned the mission of defending the town of ROHREN, which at the moment was a

snow covered mess of rabbla. This for Troop C was really living in the rough. The
trooo command. post its21y was little more than & pool of melted snow under a water-
fall fram what used to be the first floor of a two story building. Despite the rigor
of the weather when ths troop was relieved 3 February. the trench foot casualties
had een considerably lighter then could normally be expeécted, and only one casualty
from this ceuse was reported,
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m 3 February, Trocp B moved ints battery position in BICHERSCHEID at ©88213.
Here again, az with all other buildings in EICHERSCHEID, it can be noted that
American Artillsry had indsed taken the merirmum toll from what formerly were dwell.
ings.

Zompany F, now the proud posssssors of sevsep brand-new M-24 Light tanks found
itself out of the line sfter 146 days of continous contact, alnost all being on Gurman
soil. The unit yuickly piunged inte an intensive wraining schwdule on use and op-
eration o the =24,

4 - 5 February, The 3jusdron commnd sesit moved to SICHIRSCH.ID on the morn-
ing o ¢ Tebruary ta what was probably the only inteact building, in the town., Here
it waa poasible to sbasrve, do the west, ell ths pesitions previously occupied by
the Syuadron on the MITZENICH HIT. T% w3 noted bY evuryone that this portion of
the Silerrisd Line was so situutsd ss %o Jominete the entire arsa and any movement
to ths west could be discoversd with cuse,

Troop A cantinued ths clearance ol DEDENBORN %together with sn attached platoon
of 644 Tank Destroyer Battalion, the town was cleared and 18 Prisonsrs of .Jar telen.
Immediately Captain Buentle gect about maintaining contaoct with the fast moving 31ith
Infantry. The awollem RO<R RIViR and the 3teop snow covered hills presented a ser-
lous obstacle., The 3ré platoon qujckly crsssed the river over a hastily positioned

" log by a blown out bridge., The log gave way, some equipment was lost and ome man
narrovly escuped drowning. A foot bridge Jurther down the river was found and the
Troop contimued across and up the hill. The miseion of sscuring the high ground north
of LINRUHR was soon accomplished and contazt was satablished with the 102nd Syuadrom
on the left north flank, Communication, which wes found to be extremely difficult
in this hilly Roer valley, was maintainsd throughout the periocd by means of 4 re-
laying wvehicls at DEDENBOMN., By the afteruoon of the H6%h all the troop vehicles wers
agsombled in the vicinity of the troop conasnd poet; the journey having been cone
pleted over a circuitous route through KE3ILRNICH.

Troop B maintained contact with Company & 311th Infantry, 78th Divisian aleng
the Rocr River bridge croasing et 010199 and then relieved them at first light. The
entire Troop then moved forward with the misazion of reliewing one battalion of the
47th Infantry Regiment and outposting FINRUHR and PLEUSRUTTE. The march was nmade
dismounted as the demolished bridges and muddy road would not permit vehicle traffiec,
neverthelsss Sergeant Belcher in some inexplicable mamner contrived to gst & vehicle
up with HOT CHOW, Two Prisoners of Jar were osptured by Captain Sain and his driver
Corporal Cohen. The Trocp was relieved of ite mission on § February ani szcembled
in HAMMER snd ag usuel it wes maintenance of vehicles for the first order of busi-
ness.

froop C moved on the 4th to DEDENBORN to take up support yeoition and on 6tb
moved to CICHERSCHEID where it, too, sposnt the belanos of the day in vehicle maine
tananie.

Proop E and Compuny ¥ comtinued their trsining program during the peried.

during the period 1 - & February the kedical Dutachment Aid Station remained
at MOWSCIIAU where the usual efficient mediocal uid was rendered and nine cesualties
from adjacent units were trsated. C(Captain Canter and the half.track ambulance
acoompenied Troop A to DEDENBORN, from which point 4 wounded and half frozen infan-
srymei, who had beex discowsred lying alomg the Roer River banks, were swacuated

Headquarters end Service Troop removed during the 2nd &nd 3rd to WUTZLNICH.
The excellent preotice of racovering all salvage along main supply routes was cone
tinued by all drivers in %hs rear echelm. The rear echelorn moved forward again on

the 5th Februsry to MON3CHAY and occupied “he post office and cther bulldinge in thet
town.
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6 February; Om this date the sSjusdi-om sturted its preparation for the forth-
coming crossing of the ROMR RAVIR dam ares. All Reconnaissennce troops etressed
agsault boat training on the upper R0LR RIV.R, After ruch practice it wasg felt that
the 3juadron was sufficiently trained in use of those sturdy eix man craft, even
though lajor Zdgerton, lieutenant Tully, Lieutenant O'Brien end one or o C Troop-
are did have to learn the hard way.

Troop A, incidently, engaged in all the training throuzhout Pabrudry and at
the sams vime continued on the mission of meintadning contact between the 102nd
Syuadron on the North and the 9th Infantry Divislon on the South.

Troop B continued in reseIrva t}arou,;;hcrut the telance of the rmonth,

Troop ¢ hed & mission on ¥ Fsbruary sssigned of relieving the 38th Armored
1, fantry Battalion and dofuading the town of OFFLLEASK (8w of Schmidt). The misaion
cont inued through 9%h Mbruary, without eremy cortach or incident, until 2235A when
reliev:d by Troop C 102ad Csvadry Squadror. The Trocp returned to EICHERSCHEID and
resuned ite intensive zraining,

To 211 appearances, despdte the mission of Troop 4 of maintaining contact be~
tween 102nd Squadron and 9th Division, tho Sjuadrcn wee virtually out of the line
and in a rest snd training status.

7 - 28 Pebruary: Durirg this psriod the Squelvon received permigsion from
First Army Armorsd | Offizer, Colonel Peter C. Heins {rd, to conduct experimonts in
use of the M5 Light Tank a; subatitute vekiele for tie 1'8 Armored car. To eccomplish
this each recornaissance troop was do arrenged that tae three reconmeisgance platoons
had none, one =nd two, respsctively, lizhi tankas az bewic vehicles. It is hoped that
fram those exparimsnts snd with extoeusive iraining 8 swerior reconnaissance tank
can “e developed and utilized.

Pirst impressions of the crews, which are ldentical with those of the armored
car, ssre that the vohicle gives yreater naneuverability, prowction & ainst onemy
weapons and no reduction in speed of the rew platoon as compared ~ith the T/O
Cava lry Reconueissance Pla‘oom.

Some impro-vyent wows ede in the tanks when we installed SCR U116 raldios in the
righ% sponsom, in addition to the 503 FM radio. Yo maintenance dlf’erencaz have boen
found which can not be handled by the prsrunt maintenance perasonnel,

All Troops enr&ged in smal) unit oxercises, among which were platoorn in dise
mounted attack, the Cavalry plstoon meuntcd in cooperation und liaison wits the
Field Artillery liaison plane; combined Cavalry R, ngers platoon in the attnc:, and
villege fijhting.

All platcons evolved an SOP for actlen on initirl contact with the cnemy. 1Ne
particulsary vaiuable part of this training lay in the fact that it wagn't text |
book training to green soldiers but the applied experiences of every last¥ man in
each plutoon, 51l of whum had scival experlence during the psst seven months. ‘Teapot.
firing was not neglected. To the contrary, decpite the close prorimity of tha f‘ront
lines and the many neighboring units, i‘our ranges were selected and aprroved by V
Corps Headjuarters. On these every weapor in the Squadron was fired, not just un-
recorded bursta of firing, but recorded, riaried snd corrected firing. It is Worthy
of note that despite the daily use of weapont by our soldisrs periods of markszanship
training are nscessary tc insure the utmosd :n accuracy, to insure that the lirst
shot hits the itaurget. '

Company F which prrior to the close of th® period had rsceived it's full come

plement of M-24 tanks, conducted intensive training in indirect and Hreect firing
and in plutoon assault,
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Another phuse of training, field expedients, which had never before bsen
stresaed and was found d2fficient, was undurtaken by all units, i.e.s building of
cordwroy roads, corduroy fords snd husty river croasings. '

iuwp readisg and conpuss training ~vers not neglected awther for, as over, they
‘are- the basis of all cavalry movement and nmuneuver.

The iedical Ustachmsnt did its ususl vork of sexcellent care of the health of
the commind. All pOT.OﬂhGI reccived tetsinus inmunization, Aid men with units cone
ducted usunl semi-monthly f2ot imspection of the commend.

during the entire o»riod every opportunity was availed to send mem and officers
on peds8 to the geveral awilabls recrsuation tovmse

Three members of ta2 §jurdron sw{f rresived the Air Ground Cooperation
orisntation tour of wsevon days with the 4bind Syuadron of the 322md Bomber Croup
at Beauvais, France. Tas fortunute ones woere linjor iwurt J. Edgerton, T/ Sgt
Johm J. OConnor, &nd Tsc 4 Carl H. Hesssl.

TEBRUARY AVATDS

Proguntution of Decoratioms:

dn @ February im tae partially destroyed church im SICHURSCHEITD, before approxe

imatsly 350 mer of the Sjuadrom, Col Dolph, Group Commender, presented Bronze Stars
to the following for hecoic achievement ajainst en armed enemy.

Tec 6 Allen J. Anderson, Trp *

S/Sgt Bermard Co Bielicki, Co F

Cpl Wulter £, Brows, Trp B

Pf¢c Ross Anansa, Trp B

Pfc Charley D, Thomus, Trn B

byt Jitlard P Jukmson, Irp B ..
Pfc Vincent A, Serchiz, Trp &

S,s;t %illiam Do Llewellyn, Trp C

Pfe Sdwim Russ2ll, B1 Troop

Jn 17 February 1945 n% Zupea the Corpe Comminder presemted the Silver Star to
Captalm Robert Eo Keyer; for gallantry in action.

Again on 20 Psbruatry Col Dolph prosented Bronze Starss This tims at a mounted
ceremony in EICH..RSCH&ID, iw which Troops I, €, inu P participated. The awards were
presented, for horoic achievement azainst cn armsd cxemy, too:

Cept Josepnr R. sSain, Trp B
Sgt Blmer V. Struble, Co ¥
S/sgt Hemry B. Aill, Trp C
Pvt Honry B. Terrell, Co¢ P

18 of. 28 February 1945 the total deuoratioms awerded to personmol of this
Squadron ig az followvs;

Silver Sturs . - za
3ilver Stars Posthumously = 5
Oak Leaf Clustsr to bilver Star = 1
Bronzo Stars ’ = 89
pak Isaf Cluater to Bronze Stur < 1
08k Leaf Cluster to Rronze 3tar Posthumously -~ 1
Soldiers L:dal e 2
-t
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™e following are the men who returnad from the hospitgl to this organization
during the month of Fsbrusry.

Sgt Donuld Stuart, 33436697, Troop C

Teo 5 Howard J. BEckel, 32728830, Hg Troop

Pfe¢ Linccln Robortson, 36639349, Troop C

33t Dele Jo Ctto, 37470748, Troop B

Pvt Thomes I. Clurk, 37106263, Troop C

Pvt Joseph M. ‘Ties, 37039721, Troop B

Pvt Curlton E. Richmond, 36937353, Company P

Pvt Clarence M. right, 34702874, Troop B

Pfo John J. Glynn, 15354070, Compauny P

Pvt Willium C. Beckett, 35311178, Troop A

Pvt James b, Woodard, 34685548, Troop B

Pvrl: Clayten Lo Sayre, 37512071, Compeny F
Pvt Louls A. 7illiems, $46E7S28,. Company F

$/Sgt Robert R. Urwin, 20244367, Troop C

Pvt Harvey A. Saunders, 37660368, Troop B

Pvt Louis ¥. Klima, 37039377, Troop C

Tec 5 Robsrt H. Selgren, 36676129, Troop B

Cpl Vernon Botcler, 336564083, Troop B

Pvt Robert J. Skelton, 394676256, Company F

Sg% Cherles H, Phipps, 16115036, Troop B

Teo 4 Lloyd k. 3Soyex, 37011816, Company F

Tec & Charles E, Garcia, 36575361, Med Det

Pfo Warrea Wo Golding, 32147413, Troop A
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