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The month of April 1945 saw the Squadron being used extensively on two primary

cavalry missions cof flank gecurity and mopping-up operations. It wes a period of
constant movement in which the Sjuadron zig-zerged its way across Germany and final=-
ly onded tho montk a stone's throw frac the CzZechoslovakian border, The necessity
for quick and repeated movement, and to get to a destination reedy to operate, made
the missions ideally suited to cavalry., ihile the squadron, operating miles bshind
what could be called the front lines, somebt.mes fal% strange in its mooping up role,
it was a nepessary task whicn it could and iid accomplish. »

1 Aprily At noon the Syuadron omce agiin took to tie road and moved to the

- vicinify o Fritzlar where all troops deployed to undertake the new mission of pro=
tecting thae right flagk of ¢ Corps from the vicinity of 'Weide to the vicinity of
Fritzlar; maintaining e counter-recomaissaice screen three miles in all iirections
fram that line. The Sjuadron commund post wvas establmenad at Lohne *nd all troops.
proceeded to patrol within their sectors.

&-9 Aprilsy During this period the squadron m1551on remained unchanged. As
soon as the troops began opsrating in the nsw srea, the normal run of rapatriated
soldier§--in-civilian-clothing, nondescript uniforms, and the {n3-itable Russians

" were processed. All trcop commanders becanms rather proficient in Military Governw
mnnt .which devolved te & prccess of hiding from the steady stream of German ¢ivile
ians with their petty rejuests such as for permission to visit a relative who livas
sevon kilometres from here. Dozuns of complaints against the Russians and Poles
who had the temority to slaughter a Serman pig were received and handled with due
consideration. Troop A never did get used to the five hundred '‘odd German soldiere

‘patients in the hospital at Merxhausen whicn sprawled all over the village. On the .

evening of the third, perscrnel check-points were established on all roads in the

© Sjuadron erea. On the sfternoon of the ecigith, members of the Squadron were decors
ated by the Group Commander at a ceremony wiich was held ut Tohne. On the ninth,
‘ne¥ orders wera received to patrol and clear the area East of the Autobahn to the
Werra River and South from the Autobehn to che Corps South boundary. Ihe Squadron
rarched to the new area and the cowmand posz wes eateblished at Benteroda.

R O April. The new mission was short-lived, for & new order was received to
follow the Znd Infantry Division and maintain contact with the vnit on the Corps
lefc. Troop B was assigned the left sector and made and maintained cantact with
the 104th Infantry Division of the VII Corps. Since both infantry units werc
closely tied in, the mission was relatively a simple accomplishrent.

11 Aprily The b{uauron mission oontinued and, as all troows moved Tagteward,
the S} uaﬁron conmand post was sstablished at Kirchworbis,

12 Aprllg Mission continuwed with no cxanges ol note,

13 Aprilg As the troops displaced ,ustward, the cowmand post moved to Pro=
tentious juarters at querfurt. <hen 2 quar*erlnb perty of gevon men mnder L Mete
cealf, from Troop A, entured the town of Lanigrafroda, it immediately had to fore
get quartering and round up the many Germun deserters in the viilage who were

~appereatly awaiting the appearance of Amerizan troops. Before Troop A had arrived,
over forty P’s had been taken, including three officers. By the time ths troop
sottled in its now position a total.of 67 Pi¥s had been taken from the village alone,
As the trcocp took up positions in the Joodel area north of Landgrafroda, patrals
discoverad three SS car parks where 211 typss of civilian wohigles were found. All
vehicles ware in good ccndition with only small parts removed to prev:nt operation.
In the mupntime, P7s taken from ths . oods hid reported that a, German Genoral was
somo¥here in the wooded srsa. In the evenliig, just after dark, a civilian vohicle
was [ired on by an "A" Troop outpost cammanled by Lt Tully, when it attemptecd to
run the outpost. All four cccupants were xilled including General Major Fuller of
the German Army. ’ : N

14 April: A minor chagge in mission wag receiwved. The new mission was to
protect Ehe v V Corps left flenk, maintaining rosd blocks along the Corps boundary,
The Squadron Cormand Post moved te Gr. ura“wndorf and the troops were deployed &long
an easteuest line from Gabterstadt te Gr, Grafendorf,
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15)&2:&'5?1:  Ariother minsion was recei =d to ruheve the 23rd Infantry ‘Ie,‘v“ont ,
in ax area generally along the Saale River in the vieinity of Verseburg. All troops
tiovad: -in%o posltlon and the Sguadron Commzgd Post moved into ¥arseburg. All person-

‘nel vere surprised at <he condition of the huge synthetic rubber fm,’cory at Corbetha

#nG the great Leuna relineries which were untouched by bombzng,u. The gr=at number of

anti-eircraft guns in the srea was impressive, All that were found intact were de-

oostr oyed. During the nﬂght alements of Trcop A and its attachen Company A, 2nd Ranger

Battalion oame under a moderately heavy shalling which was thrown by the German
anti-aircraft gung to prevent crossings of the Saale River, .Ia Troop B's sector,

‘énemy were dug in on the east bank 0!‘ the riwr\m. front of }Ialleo :

16 A.prll, lhe missian wag oontmued- the enemy directly fac:mg Troop B was

ostinated as o force of 200 men camposed cf elements of anti-asircraft units who
‘were manning a numbor of enti-aireraft gurs against ground targets. <hen patrols of
‘Troop' B and Rangers approached the riysr tank thoy invariably came under small arms

and nachine gun fire. In Troop A's sector, Lt Edlin of Compayy A Rangers, led a
small four man patrol sorosa the $mmla Rivar, Tpon encounterlng a German outpost,
the patrol by.passed if. and entersd a small town i: back of the outpost. Here they

- quickly captured four Cermens, visitad ths Burgerm: ister and told him the basic

regulations of Kilitary Gowermieat.. They also informed him that he would immediately’

raise white flags on all b\nldings. .ai.th that eccomplished, trey com pletely am'prlsed
the German outpost of ‘ten men who were dis porting themselves with some of the local
frauleins. The girls were slightly indign a\nt about the whole thing. The patrol

them returned ~ith 14 Pis. Troep F in battery position #as unable to fire as the site

vation on the sast side of the Saale becaps rather fluid,. Lt. Allen of Troop E. 14f%
the 3quadron to repert %o tue 102nd Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron whern he assumad
the dutles of Commarider of Troop. :

"

17 Aprils Gontlmung its mxssion. the Sjuadron passed an uneventful day exe

wce?’c In the Troop B sactor where the usual fire fight was held. One patrol of Tange

ers-snd. Cavalrymen from Troop B destroyed an enemy machine gun with 8 soft-nosad
Bazocke &t & range of 400 yards. Pfc Carl Day, the ranger who did the shooting,
is well imown for such hits, A little artillery fire frcm the 62nd Field Artillery '

.wag. & great persuader, Once again the Squadron lost an offlcar, as Captain Rogers

of Troop C reported to the 102nd Cavalry (roup to agsune commdzd of G*'oup Freadquart«»

ers Troo;). Lt. I‘armer assimed camani of Troop C. - : )

18 Apnlg The t;uadrcm, w’h;le its missicn ramamed unchambed,, moved eastward
due to The advance of the ind Infantry Diiisicn. Troop B took over the former line
of ‘the Squadron wést of the Smale River, with ore platoon of Tr cop 4 attached, vhilas
the talance of the Squedroem crossed ths river. At this time, Troop B of the 102rd

- Cavalry Reconnaigsance Syuvedron was attacked to tho Squadron. -This Troop had
‘Compzny £ of the 2nd Renger Battalion and one platoon of llght tanka attached to ite

The 3Iquadron Command Post moved to Gunther sdorf.

19 Aprilg All rus:isthnce against ‘rrcap B Pavmg endad, :.t also c"ossed the

. Saale and wont into positicn-on the east sifle of the river just west of Liepzig.

As ‘all troops were patrolling to the north from the Corps bbundary, many villages and

toins were ontered for the first time by ratrols from the Squadron. In most towns
our patrols were greeted with much handewaving and in one town the Burgermlster '
seized the apportunity to make a speech atout the "libverators, The patrol, howaver,
didntt stop to listen to it. Lt. Purobsky, of’ Cmnpany A, 2nd ?fmgers, and about
four men, have credit for taking gchkouditz without a shots “his town had a popue

lation of 16,000, The attt.ched Troop B. of the 102nd Cavalry and Company %, 2nd

Rapger Battalion ran into & small scale battle in which they deployed their ‘attached - \b

platcon of light tanks in such a manner ar to be adle.to destroy several enemy -
vehicles as thaj trled to escape fram Radef’eid. tha town under attack. _

. 20 Aprils The trcops were shifted and moved into new: posrb:.ona along tho Corps
‘boundary in accon*plish.n ent of the mission. :Troop B of the 102nd Cavalry and Company

E of the 2nd Ranger Battalion were detachei from the Sguadron. Patrols procceded
north in an attempt to contaet elements of VII Corps which had not yet advanced that

" far -east. A large percentage of bays ranging from ths aged of 14 to 16 were noticeé=
. able in the P"fs taken. Their morale ias higher than that of the older msn of the

Iy .‘fehrn.acht. . s
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21 4 i'il:  Javing besrn orcersd to move to the vicinity of Leucha and assemble
the '9y BA6 Tuedron mals sncther march and closed in the new area. A missicn was
the:: receirsd to «lear o wocdad aren ntar Lossa where several imerican wehicles

m

nad been anpushed by gusrille tands o Germen soldiers,

22 Aprily; Eerly in the morning, the Squadron roved on it2 miassion angd prc;ceed»
ed to patrol its stea. flmost immediately & patrol of Trcop A bscams engeged “n &
{irs fight with atcut oight Cermans. {ix of the enemy wers klhad and one wounded,
It became evident that these guerilias were desperate and aot the usual types of
iegerters. One of the Gangers of Campcny A was Wounded in the engagement. All units
mgeged in somll fire fights with a fov Germens in their sectors, and by afterncon
nogt of the wooded areas had been ¢learsd, Nearby 4owns ware then screened and
troops billeted for the night in toms around the area. From the subsegquent absence
of ambushes, it wes evident thet the troublesome band of guerillas had been destroyed.
An cbject lesson wis giwer to the Germzas by laying thase dead guerillas in the
streots of viilages near where they hac¢ been killed, as un oxample to the people of

~ow intention to stamp cut this sori of warfare. It was jquite evident that this

sank deep into the Germen hearts and pioved & very effactive counter-measure against
further depredaticrs,

23 April, The missiorn var cohtimied further morta ani this day yieldsd no more
frep the wooded area than the rorral dessrtor type of Py, vith one unfortunnte ax-
ception a8 Tec 5§ Dimino of Troop A was killed by one of th3se Germans whom he 'had
just captured proving that the rear arca still contained dangerous Germans, Toward
svening orders wsrs received to screen the town of Stockhausen, and CIC furnlshed
a list of names of fourteen Nail party leaders to arrest. The towns of Stockhausen
and Somdershausen were cbvicusly hot beds of Nazism. Japtiin Frink taking cane pla-
toon ¢of Treop A proceeded on this task as the balance of Troop A and Troop R placed
a ring about the town and closared the cutskirts. To aid Captain Frink, a lceal
townsman whom the !iilitary Govermment rad appointed policenan went with the patrol, -
Having spent ten w:ieks in a Nazl coacertration camp the policemsn proved to be a
great help and provided the party with mny laughs. Hs 8samed to enjoy his nesly

Jborn suthority and prececded 4o browebeat all Nazi arrestess and their weeping

Tarilies., He practically took charge ¢f our detachment, u¥east of his oratory was
a0t undorstood by the Yrcop A ;atr-ol but must have been quite effective for he left
Tamilles in tesrs tnd received large otations froim the towvaspeopls onleoskers., He
redched his climax whon et the end of the job, he najestically stepped into a Jeep
and ordered the driver to teke him home.

24 %grih Zerly in tre mcrning the Squadron procassdel 4o its old location at
Laucha Vicinity. Ths btelance of k2 day was spent in namte*qa.nco, and all
sersomnel enjoyed showers and cleam clcthes.

26 Aprily In the morrning, all trcops gave thoir wshicles 2 much neczded washe
ing aﬁ‘i%‘fﬁo af'tsrnoon 8 deccration ceremony was held. For the formstion, a
Joupany of theo 2nd Ranger Battsliom, a lroop of the 102nd Javalry Siuadron, 2 le=
vaciment from the 102nd Cevalry @roup 2ad & composite troo> from the Squadren rere
oresent. Under clear skies Major General Huebner, the Corzs Commander, mode the
prosentations as tie Group Comrender escorted him. Lt. Col. 0'Brien wzs pregented
vith the first and only legion of Merit of the Squadron. .fen from all units wore

- decorated, and in edditicr to tte Sjuuadron Commander, the “olloewing mombers of the

34uadron were decoreted,

SILYER ST&R

S oo

leh Lt William H. Wilkerson, Trocp €

S/kgt Kerneta (. Livndquist, Company F

3/ ‘gt John B, Tietjen Jo., Troop A

S/¢gt Yilliem ¥. Fisher, Troop B

Tec 4 Carlecs G. Luc:rn, Company F .
Tec 5 fred J. (enbtreli, Troop ¢

Tec 5 Gecrge G. Sullivaa, Troop C

SOLUTINGE S LEDAL

lat Sgt lLercy Jc;}uﬁ,scng Troop B

$
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tupt Joseph R. 8eium, Troop B
S/sgt Bdward 1. Kaldrett, Trosp &

- Cpl John M. Schuler, Troop A
Tec & Cherlas Je Lau, Troop X
lst Lt Fredrick H. Mstcalf, Troop &
Sgt Glen Do Bowman, Troop A :
Cpl Harrison A. 8ligh Jr., Troop B
th John H. Anderson, Troop A
S,ugt Glenn Lo Mancha:ster, %Tereop 3
Toc 4 Glenn A. Kellar, HQ Troop
Tec 5-David Anderson. Troop A

At the canclusion of the coreniony Majcr General Huebner addressed the formatiun
and highly corplimented the Group and its attached units, Al units of the 2nd
Ranger Battalion were detached from tte Squadron and assembled neirby under Bat-
talion control,

26 April; During the day Troop : moved to the village of Rossbach vhens milie
itary telephons wires had been cut th¢ previous day, After screuening the village
and yuestioning many individuala, Lt. Har{ of TP¥ Teem #11 discovered the culprit
who proved to be a Hitler Jugund of atout nine years &f age, The boy and his
father were taken into custody, Initial punlshwent wes administered to the boy by
his irate father in the form of a good beating, In clearing this town 2n arrogant
young member of the Hitler Jugend, whe was the local leadsr, was apprehended. It
is interesting to note that this sixtien year old boy practically ran the town; the
BurgermeiSter being feariul of crossirg him. In the afternoon, Troop B with a
platoon of Company F left for pilenbw g; ready to act as guard of honor for high
rnnking officers ut a formal neeting sith the Russians at the linkeup on the flbec

27 Aprllg Troop B und one platown of Cqmpany F were the pride of the Squadron
on thIs day. The oecasion of the mee-.ing of the ¥ Ccrps .Commander, Major Ceneral
Huebner and the Comrending General of the Russian 34th Corps. Troop B resplendant
" in newly painted vehicles and clean clothing, did the Squadron justice as they
“escorted the Corps Commander $o the wcst bunk of the Elbe., The Sjuadrcn Commnder
crossed te ©lbe and witnessed tls historical event, Later, the officers of Troop
- B.and the attached platoon of Company F, crossed the river and American~Russiar
relations proceeded to soar to new heljhts of accord. A feast fit for kings hed .
been prepared and under the siimulatirg influence of Vodka, spirits ran high.

Troop B meved to Haumburg to assist ir. guarding the cverflowing P7Y cage at the Corps
command post. Mzjor Bdgerton, t/Sgt Vichurko and S/Sgt Skardzius started the magic
journey to the States and s forty five day leave and furlough, Gaptain William J.
Ruenzle reported te Squadron Heacguarturs to serve as S«3 and Lt. HRedger adsuned
cogmand of Troop A

28 Aprilys: Tna day passed quietl:r as troops E ard B remeined on their missious
and the balance ¢ the Syuadron contirned maintenance and training. A new mission
wag received and the Squadron méce reedy to movs, Troop B was recalled and Treop B
was relieved effestive daylight on the following mornlngo

29 Aprily A tactical xoad narch was made to. Heiaen, a dlstanoe of 168 ml]BSo
 Nothing unustial occured onroute.

30 April; All troops engaged in maintenance at their posts in or in the vie
cinity of qeiden. Several road reconnaissance patrols were dispatched to &cqueint
us with tne new area, Lt, Col. O'Brim and Captain Suin, on a reconnaissance, were
the first to step into another new country as they pessed into Czechoslovakie,

In summariziag tne month of Apri. it is impossitle to do so without giviag the
.surmary of not only the 3quadror's morument but also uf (oempanies A, B, and C of
the 2nd Ranger Battalion who were so «losely koit with Troops A; B and C respscte
ively that. the story of one ia the story of the other. The cooperation, understand-
ing and mutual respect, one for the ovher, was the oukstending factor in making this
team a natural tssz force, .The Rangers havs o welcome hcme wlth the Squadron snd it
will be an odd feeling if and when ihey leave, :

- S Ot L UNCLASSIFIED

-




£/

bR ek L
sms s R O b

de

- U*NCLASSIFIED

The first part of the month was mainly a seriss of moves into flank pos:.tlans
on the Corps left bouncary, while the lattar part of tha’ month 3aw the 3juadron con-

 cernad nostly with the vlearmg, of woods and soreeainy of towns.

As the month ended tre 3iuadron stood ready f‘or tha 3ob of pasaing into Czecho-
slova.kla for the fizal battle of the European Har. -

Mombers o e 39
month of April were as

)
g W

L]
g
2
U
3
X
2
3
i
»
3
]
X
£
o
[»¥)

ni stingui shed Szrvice Cross

Captair Jerry Ho lewis, Ceapany F, {Posthumeua)
Staff Sorgeant Edward V. ¥aloney, Company F (Posthumous)
Private First Claas GQene F. Burks, Troop C

' »

g

Silver Stars

First L eutenani. 4illiam H. Siilkerson, Troop €
staff dergeant Kenneth C. Lindjuist, Compeny F
staff Sorgeant John E. Tiet;}en Jr, Troop A

. s ke ;
;6chna\ LAY, Grads Five ~¢wé Jeo Cﬁuu?v;xg Lruop <

Techniciar Grade Five George c. Sullivan, Troop C

Techniciar Grade o jdward B. Stewart fed Dot

Staf ,Lergeant .Vig:ﬂa'n ?13 or, T g” ’ ?

Technician Fourth grade (arlos- G Juce 0, Company P
, Bronta otars

Captain ‘ulliam J. Buenzle, Troop A ,
1st L;l.eubanant Jeldon Je. Yonts, Troop B
1st -Lieuterant Raymond 0. Yedger, Troop A
lst Licutenant Fredrick H. Metcalf, Troop A
. 1st. bergaant Frank J. Harty, Troop A

. Staff Sergeent Bdward R. Naldrett, Troop A
Staff sergesnt Glenn L. Manchester, Troop B
Sergeani-Glen D. Bowran, Troop A

- Sergeant Virgil Nelson, H3 Troop ,
Technic’an Fow th Grads William F. Podaviltz, Troop C
Tochniciar Fourth Grade Glemn A. Xeller, W3 Traop
Corporal John M. Schulsr, Troop A -

Corporel Harrison A, Sligh Jr., Troop B

Technician Fif'th Grade Gerald A. Mastriocovo. Troop C
Techniciar Fifth (rade David ainderson, Troop 4 '
Techniciar Fifth Grade Charles J. Lau, Troop E

. Private Jolm H. Andsrsgon, Troop A

Rl

Ok Leaf Cluster to Bronze Star.

Gaptanv Jeseph R. Sains Troop B :
First hextenant Weldon J. Yontz, Troop B :

aoldier's Liedal

' First ergeunt leroy Johnsan, Troop B

The follcming men of the Squadron returned frcm the hosp1ta1 to duty dumng :
the month of Aprilg .

Tochnician Fourth Grade Carl H. Hessel, Hq Troop .
Technician Fourth Grade Hugere . Howes, Troop E
Corporal John Me 3chuler, Trcop B - Co
Frivate Ffrancis D. Killin, Hc Troop. ' ‘
Private lester L. Stearns, Troop B

A Private Harold J. MoCauley, 1roop A -
Private Paul J. Tabor, Troop B,
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