DECLASS
. c -

PSR -

IFIED D:1978
MR 70:2 ..

Bt

OFFICE OF STRATLCIC SERVICES

Neseasch and Analysis Branch

L & A No. 2696

THE TJAUSFER OF TI ASSYRIANS OF IuAQ. |

Description

A shoit historical survey of the Assyilan
minozity in Irag and its unsuccessful
atteripts at e.lgration,

31 October 194.4




TABLL OF CONTINTS

©

- e Pag

=
(=8

DU Y e s s s asvaunsossnasncsosasonasanssssssssannsssacesssas
I. ‘Introduction................;................}....-. 1
IJI. The Background of the ProbleMecsscrcscssensaacnrsane | 1
ITI. Abttempts at RegcttlelonNbeceseesosssssssocssasnsnenss 3

IV. Bruak-Down of the Resettlemient Plaleeeesessesesssses 8

STUIRIARY
Some 25,000 Assyrians, who had come to Iraq as refugoos
at thoe end of the first VWorld War, have attempted cver since
to emigrate, but have been unable to find a country of recaption,
They now hope for resettilement by the Allies at the end of this

S war,




THE ToANSFER OF TER ASSYRTANS OF TRAQ

T.. INTRODUCTTION

The problem of the resettlement of the Assyrian popé
_ulaﬁion of Iraq is one which has occupied international
attention since eaily in the last war, The problem in ltself
is a minor one, since it involves a very small ethnic-religious
group. Becausé international machinery has been invoked,
however, the issue assumes some significance, and serves to
indicate the difficultiss which aiise in population transfers
of this character,

‘Recent intelligence indicates that the leaders of the
Assyrian minority in Iraq have decidedlto.organize theiﬁ
followers in order to seek recognition at the Peace Conference,
.expressing the hope that, under the Atlantic Chaiter, the
United States will aid them in finding a place to settle,

In view of the probable revival of jinterest in the
problem, and as an indication of the natuve of some of the
'problems'involved in resettlemenﬁ; the present report seeks
ito present an histoiical revisw of the events connected with
the Assyrian transfer,

TI. THE BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM

.The Assyrians (or Nestorians) ars described by the
Informatioﬁ Sagction of‘tne Leapue of Nations as a "Nation-
‘Chureh? bearing *"the shadowy heritage of the ancient name of
Assyrian," and being "undoubted successors of the greatness
of the Assyrian Chuich®l At the outbreak of World War I their
number was estinated at 155,000, comprising three main groups:<

80 000 1nhab1tcd the Tigris valley, from the plain of Mosul
to the hilly country.

eﬁg 35,000 inhabited the plateaug of Urmia and Salmas in Persian

S Azcrbaijan and in the mountains of the Porsian .side

of the border, )

League of Nabions ngstlons, No. 5, The Settlement of the

Assyrians. Geneva, 1935, Infoimation Section, p.3.: -

' Simpson, Sir‘John Eope., The Refugee Problem., " Repogt of.a

S.gurvey. 1939, p. 47. It should be neoted In this conneetion
that &11 ccdnomie: and demographic data for thls airva are only

‘xapproxlmate. .
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- 40, 000 lived in the Hakkiari mount31ns, in the neighbor- '%
o hood of the frontiers of Tuikey, Hussia,and Per ia.%

When Turkey entered the last war in Novembeys lQlu, both %

the Turks and the Russians bid for the support of the Hakkiari é
Assyrians. 1In the spring of 1915 the Assyrians decided to %

join the Allies.. After determined resistance, they were driven i
by the Turkish forces from their mountain homes. Some 40,000 :i
togk refuge at Urmia at the end of 1915, Together with the 'g
?eféian Assyrians they fought on the side of the Russians until-é
the Russian front collapsed in 1917. They managed to hold out l%
for over a yesr, bub in the summss of 1918 the 70,000 Uimia E

and Hakkiari Assyriané had no alternative but to retreat in the
ditection of the British fo.ces in M@“opotamia, Moving 300 mileé'
southeastward‘with their fawilies, livestock, and posaessions;
Lhev suffurud heavily fiom attacks by the Turks, Kurds, and
PeL51ans. Less than 50,000 ultimately reached the British
garrison in Hamadan.*

Thby wure houszed 1in several lawce rofugee camps 3ot up

under Brit sh ausplices

s.]

in the neighvorhood of Baghdad or Mosul.

'1 : Some of the Uruia i1ufugees retuined to Puisia. The gioup from
districts south of the Halitiari niountsing also vetuined,  But
the mounvain tribes, numbsring some 15,000 perscns;xemained in
Iraq. Efiorts were nade to enable them to return to their old
kones, in the hope that the boundary patwuen Tuikey and Irag
would be so drawn-as Lo include that arsa in Ilaq. Fowever,
the Council of the Leaguu of Jationé assigned, in Doecember 1925,
the Hakkiari district to Turlkey.< The Turkish government
decided that the Tuilish Amnesty Law did not coves the Acsyrians

”

who had fousht against Turkey in the war, and that they woulﬂ:

not be nurmittud t0 re-enter Turkey. Assyrians who had rboccup;u”

their old homcs were driven out by armod forcer, 3

I&QUUu of Nabions - Quuatlona, Mo, S, Pe5; olmpaon,

_Special «teport of H.M. Governmont. on. tne Plogres

 2r1920=193 .. (G ,0.. 58 af.d93%), p. 207, - :
“Toy be%f;SurV¢y Qf Internatlona¢ Aff 1*5, 1925 V
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CITII. ATTAMPTS AT RESATTL.AMUNT

As a result of the rejection of thé'Assyrians by
Turkey, itrbecame necessary to face the_ﬁrospuct of cstablishinglﬂn
3§ﬁ¥ & permanent home for more than 20;000 Assyrians who were
“scattered at that period over the Mosul liwa within the
boundarics of the Irag Stateé. Although the Mosul liwe had an
“estimated density of population of only 22‘persons pui square

- kilometer of cultivatud a:ea,l the Iraq government declarced that

it offered no possibility for a mass rescttlenent of the
‘Assyrians, The crvation of an Assyiian enclave in the Arbil
liwa {15 persons per square kilomutor of cultivated land)?
if proved to be impossible; as it would have involved removal of
;i a Kurdish and Iréqi agricultural population to piovide the

required land.> However, the failuwe of all the envisazed re=-

settlemont schemus cannot be ascriboed to lack of land for re-
sgttlement., Iraq is onc of the niost underpopulated éount;ius
‘in the worid. Its area is 370;000 square kilometers arnd its

[ population in 1920 did not excwued 2,850,000, "The density of

© population in Iraq is low cven in comparison with the low level
common to the neighboring Oricntal-countrius;" gtates .

Alfred Bonnei¥ In a paper prepaied in 1926 for the Royal

. Cuntral Asian Socicty, Ja'far Pasha al Askeri, the Prime Miﬁister
of Iraq, stated: "¥hat Irag wants above cverything is more

SD‘ population,™

The real causus pf the failure of all the attompts to

« Settle the Assyrians in Irag in a single homogenwous community
Caru described‘by the League of Nations! Information Scetion as
"ill-feeling botween certalin scctions df the Arab population and

"

this (Assyrian) small Christlan minority," the greater pa;t'bf

-

T, “Eonno,AITTod. The Beonomic Devulopment of the Middle East.
Jerusalem, 1943, p. 108. . T T -
2'_ Ibid-p . - 5. .
3. Simpson, op, git., p. 52.
4, Bomne, op. cit., p. 107,




which was not indigénaus to the country,l The idea of a ;E
closed A syrian settlenent in Iiag was abandoned. The ¢1ternat£
SOlutlon, ¢nd1v1dudl absolption of the Asg “ihné into the Iraqi ;
population, but with the maintenance of theiuw rellgloub ireedom%
appedrs to have had ¢ea onable prospects of success, Many %
Av"yrlano received land, énd by the end of 1930, it was é
stimated that only about 300 families remained to be sethled, 23

k.

g

hOWGVGr, the Anglo-Iraq treaty. of 30 Jun@ 1930, which

e

3

pirovided for the surreudel uj Gureat Britain of the Iraq mandateg
and the independence of Iran, creabted much anxiety among the
Assyrians; who were well aware of the pioblems faced by ethnic
and religious minorities in an independent Aralb state. In _g
October 1931, Assyrian petitions presented to the Leapue of
Nations stated that "it will be impossible for bthem (the 3
Assyiians) to live in Iiraq after the withdrawal of the (Bxitishg
Mandate. They therefore ask that arrangements be made for thelw
transfer of the Assyrians in Iragq to a country unde; the xnle

of the Westein Nations, oir, if this is not possible, to Syria. ﬂﬁ
The Iraq declaration, in Hay 1932, including guaranties for Lheg
p;otoctlon of manthleb, had by no means dissipated these
appichensions, In 1932, when Irag became a member of the

League of Nations, the League's Couuncil had before it petitions;
from the Assyrians asking that they be elther tranSférred.to a A
different couantly whoss protection they could enjoy, or that tm;
be settled in Traq in a compact comaunity possessing local
autonomy. The Councll adopted, the view, thOVbl, that the demmﬂ
for adminisbiative avbonomy within Iraq could not be accepted;
on the other hand no térritory for a compact community‘of

As,yrlans from Ivaq was made aur::mlabbs.iP

-

1. Lbaguc of Nations Questions, No. 5, p. 12,
N ha;bL,Juout The British Betrayal of the Assyriang,

Chicago, 1936, p. 205, . ’ N S
4. Learue of Nations Questions, No. 5, Da ls.




Disappointed in the results of their representations,
..aome 800 men, leaving thelr ﬁamilias behind, crossed the Syrian

' border on 22 July 1933, in the belief that the French authorities
. would provide them with land. They were, however, ordeied by
the French to return to Iraq. After they crossed the frontier
.again a clash with local detachments of the Iragi Army. occuxied.
Many of them were killed and wounded, Some 550 took refuge in

« Syria, where they were Interned by the Fiench authoirities. As

a, congequence of this incident, passions were infldmed on both

. 8ides. A violent agitation convulscd the country. It

culminated in the wholesale massacre of Assyrian men in Simmel,
con 1l August 1933, while in 60 neighboring villages robbing and
- looting continued during the following days. The survivoers,

.- some 1,500, mostly womsn and childrcn; were sent by the Irag
-Government to a camp at Mosul,l ’

- These tragic events convinced alllpartieS'involved that
the Assyrian problem in Iraq was beyond local semedy. The Iraq
Government lmpressed upon the Council of the League of Nations
that it was esscntlal to proﬁidc a new home for those Assyrians
i+ "who wished to luave or werc unable peaceably to be incorporated
. into the Tragl State."? Tie Coqnoil:was.uhanimously of thc same
. Opinion., It set up on 15 Septembuer 1933, a Committce of Six to
. prepare a scheme for transfur and permanent settlement of the
" Iraqi Assyrian community.

“From October 1933 to the middle of 1935,% renorts the
informative publication of the Leatus of Nations, "the Committee
i scarched the world for a suitable place in which to settle the
Assyrian people, and there is not a continumt in which it did

., not considuer possibilities.”B_ Investligatlion commissions were

T, Leaguc of Nations Quostions, No. 5, pp.l6-17; Simpsdn, ‘op.cit.,
P53 ‘ “ '

Leegue of Nations, Official Journal, Decomber 1933, p. 1645.
» Leapguo of Nations Quustions, No. 5, p. 22.




August 1933 wore sebtled provisionally in the Upper Khebur

gettloment of Assyrians in Khabur, which 1s situated near the Turd

-and Iraq frontiers.? The French'authorities finally agreed to allo)

-which had the advantsge of being romotc from these frontlers

~ b - RESTEHIOTDEE
pedy & aalidig

sent to the state of Parana in Brazil, and to British Guiana:

The Parana report was favorable, but the project had bto be

abandoned owing to thu édoption by the Brazilian Parliamcnt of
a law r¢ tllctlng inmigration. The investigation in British-
Guiana led to the concluslon that it is “more than doubtful -
whuthcr the Assyrians could be settled thore on a suflficiently
large scale, it

The Committee thure fors concunbrated its attention-onﬂm}}”f
possibilities of transfor and sguttlement of the Assyrians in
Syria, where a nuelcus and a prucudent had already becn establh

in 1934 when the 550 Assyrians who had taken refuge there in-

valley; later, they were allowsd to send for their familics whoj
had -remained in Iraq (some 1,450 pursons). Thoere had also becr
an additional influx of Assyrians from Iraq and by September 1935
some 6,000 Assyrians were living in the Khabur area; they wore:
rapidly becoming self-supporbing with rogerd to the more
important foodstuffs.”

-

Both Turkey and Iragq welw, however, averss bto the mass

: . , i
permancent cstablishment of the Assyrians (tiot only of thosc w*qg
hat been provisionally sebttled in Khabur, but also of those wh

nad remained in Irag and wished to settle clsuwhere) in the

E

srarscly populated -and maishy Ghabd plain in th Alarv1tetu¢11ton

(it was situatud some 25 milus to thue northwest of Hama and abdf
g
the same dlstancc from the sea). As anobher advantage of the‘ﬁ“

Ghab settlcment, it was stressed that the immediate noighbors of

B R sl U

T . 23-2k. - | c e

2. luazus of Natiohs: Dooumuntg. C 352, M 179, 1935, VII.
3. GaEeal, OR. Gih. P.. Sl . B

- i L




' the ﬁrospeotive Assyrian settlers were the Christian groups
and that the administiative authority to which they would be
ultinately subject was .the separato district‘of Latakia,
adrninistered by a Poench Governor and inhabitéq'almost GX -
clusively by non-Moslem greoups.l Some 24,660 Assyrians Trom
the osul arca -- even those whq had property ﬁnd did not
complain'of conditions -~ expicssed the unconditional wish to
leavU-fJf the Ghab rvwithout as king for any details of their
future settlémunt,” Cn thc'other hand e group of six tribal
chiefs claiming to ale for 8,000 Agsyrians sald that they
could not state thoir viow until they knew what would be thelr
economic and legal position in their new home, Similer results
were registerced at Kirkuk and Baghds d, 2 The Assyrians were
roady to go., The Iragqi Govoernment was ready to lup them go and
offered even a contribution of £125,000, calculated on a basis
of £10 for every Assyriun 1caving Trag up to 12,500 persons;”
later it doubled this offu*.h Tho cos% of the whole Ghab settle-
mont scheme was caleulnted ab 86 million French francs (a little

ovur 51,075,000). The fellowing contributions woere cnlisted: :5

250 000 from the Irag Govornment

Earo;OOO " " British Government
£346;000 " " Governnuent of the Treneh Mondated Territories
T £2.,000 i T League .of Nations

’ -

Thus, some 937,000 out of Ll,d?5,000 were provided for,
oosum adegquate to sveure a material amount of progréss with the
Ches sebeimv.  Dotalled irrigation, seﬁtlemunt, cducational, and
ugmiQLSQPntive projectas weire einborated,

Thu Informction Scuetion of the League of MNations stated
early. 1in 1935 that the League "has now initiated and helped to

. fimance a scheme for thuir (Assyrian) transfer from Irag and

-
l. League of Nations Questions, No.5, pp.f27 .30, -
2. lwaguc of Nations DOOUﬂdnvS- c 352, M 159, 1935, VIL,p. 9.
3e 5’;
L. e;g%% of Nations- gyustlons,.No S, Dy bhe
5 )

« Simpson, op. cit., p. 54 : : ' N
- ) . . - |




settlement in the Lovant states -- a work .of humanity and -
ﬂPPGaSUmunt,“l The Khabur settloment was considored a temporars
expedicnt, pending the 6omplution of.Ghab schome.

IV,  BRJAK-DO'N OF THO RJ”&T!LJLHNT PLAN

In the spring of 1935 the situation completely and ah
changed., In two lutturs; addresscd by the French Govulnmcng
the Chaiiman of the Leaguc's Committec for the settlemont of
Assyrians on 14 aApril 1935; and later to the Secrutar&—Guner&
the Loague on 23 June 1936, the French Govbznmunt announced it
daecision to apply for the toermination of the French Mandate in

 In view of the growing notionmlist fueling among the.

Syria,
Arabs of ©yria who bitturly oprosed the ostablishment of an-:
other Christian minority in the counbry, prospects of a |
succussful sobttlemont of Aasyrians in the Ghab ﬁrcé were
practically cvliminatoed.

The Leaguue's Committee for the suttlumcﬁt of Assyrians
was thus forced to recommend to Lhe Counci; the definite
abandonmunt’of the Chab scheme. On 4 July 1936; the Council
approved this rvcommendztion. It instructed the Committec to.
study the possibilitics of "settlement clsoewhere than in Iraqéﬁ
tho tgnyrians of Iraq who still wishyd tp loave that countrybﬁ'
fut "all ahcsc étudius and investigotions proved frultloss:® |
Thb Committue thureforue roachud the definite conclusion that mm

"$

settlemont outside of Trag of thosu Assyrinns who still rbmaln$
:

_Lere did not at that time séum to be practicable. It stated
further that it was also impossible to arrangu for thoe trams f
of the ASS"”I“HS,Euttlod in tho Khabur valluy in 8Syria, whose

numbur had in the muantime reached 8, 800 3

+3
Ly
©
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The transfur of Assyrians had thus come to nought.

League of Naotions Council failed-—in its e¢fforts-to -secoure-the

1. Leaguc of Nntlons Quustlons No. 5; ps 464 :

2. Luogue of Nations DocumbnfL C 387, M 258, 1937, VIII and
C 440, 1937, VII. ’

3. League of Nations Dooumunts. C 387,‘M 258, 1937, VII. '




gettlemant of some 25,000 to 30;000 Assyriang who had since
1919 been  the objeoct of inteornational attention. Admitting its
own failurve, the Resettluoment Committec doeided that:

a. The Assyrians who remainedr in Irag *will hoave to
continue to reside in Irag® and the Committee "will not be
called Lo denl with them. .Thes¢ Assyrians should, as far as
possible, bacome incorporated in the Iraqi population as
ordinary cltizens of the Iragi State.™  The League's Council
took note of thé vague declaration of the Iragi Forelign Ministoer
that the Assyrian community in Iraq will %enjoy the buencfits of
the declaration on the protection of m1nor1t1us signed by the
Iraqi Government... on 19 May 1932.M2

bs The Khabur scttlement which was to be abolished as
soon as the Ghab lands had buen made rendy to reccive the whole
of the¢ Agsyrians transferred from Iraq, was now proclaimed a
permancnt home for the some 9,000 Assyrians living there. . The
League of Nations took over the dirvet responsibility for its con-
solidation on aself-supportinghasis.3 This decision oompletaly
ignored the paramount problem of the KHabur scttlement, that of
the sceurity of a seduntafy agricultural Clhristian population
in a .«¢aobe district, din close proximity to the Turkish fronticr
ong liable to incursions of ageressive Moslem nomadic tribes.

n a letter to The Times 6 Januonry 1938) Canon Wigram stated
tnat the area of the Khabur River vis repularly raided by Kurds
end Godoulng, from whom no protection can be given,?

3ir John Hope Simpson cautlously ohscrves that "the permancnce
¢f thesc (Khabur) colonies will depend on the attitude of the
Syrian Govuernment townrds the Christian ninorities after the
R_terminntion of the Mandate,l The prospocts seem nob to be

too bright. Professor W, F. Albright, who has lived in

1. League of Nations Documents, C 387, M 258 1937, VII.
2.  Mlnutes of the Council; 29 Sepbember 1937.
3. Mlnutus 01 the OounciI' 29 S»ptumber 1937

he Op. cit.,Pe 28,
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‘contacts among numclrous Chiistian Arcbs roports that “the -

= .

Palustine and Syria for many yoars and who had madce personal

2
£
Christians of Syria have no mors confidence in their oventual

futurc as a minority in a Moslem Stabtc than the Nestorians -

' (Assyrians) of Irag or the Copts of Lgypt, both of whom arc i

hatcd and despised (quitc unjustly) by the Mosiems,'d .

L e ey e ey e e b e T Tt e e
AT e Ry

+

I, AIbright; V. F.. Japhut in the Tonts of Shem, Asia,
Duecember, 1942. ' o
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