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Hill 303

Battle Timeline

15 August 1950

“Before dawn” 50 enemy troops and 2 tanks move south on the river road.

Mortar platoon leader is informed 60 ROKs are on the way to reinforce his position.
“About breakfast time” the defenders observe 2 tanks and 200 nK soldiers on the road
below them.

0830 nK troops surround the hill.

“A little while later” Korean troops are spotted climbing the slope toward the
defenders. Mortar platoon leader believes they are friendly. By the time the troops are
identified as enemy, they are in the defensive perimeter.

Relief column is driven back by nK troops

16 August 1950

B Co 2/5 Cav, reinforced by tanks unsuccessfully attempts to relieve the defenders.
Prisoners are moved around the hill throughout the day.

2/5 Bn Commander is relieved by COL Crombez for losing control of his troops.

CPL Day overhears nK Lieutenant ordering his troops to kill the prisoners if US troops
come too close.

“During the night” defenders from G Co 2/5 Cav exfiltrate.

17 August 1950

“During the morning” 5th Regiment trys to retake the hill with n intense artillery prep.
nK guards exchange fire with 5th Cavalry troopers trying to retake the hill.

1130 5th Regiment requests fire support.

“Toward noon” nK guards place the PWs in a gulley.

1400 USAF conduct airstrikes in conjunction with artillery fires on Hill 303.
Following artillery prep nK officer orders the execution of the PWs.

1530 5th Cav retakes Hill 303.

1630 Hill 303 is secure.

Atrocity is discovered.

T T



Hill 303

At the start of the Korean War in the summer of 1950 the eyes of the world were fixed,
not on Korea, but on Europe and the “Cold War” there. The nearest American combat units
were stationed in Japan. IIl prepared through years of peacetime neglect and hurriedly
assembled for war, these units were thrown into the cauldron of Korea with little ceremony.
These units fought a slow grinding withdrawal down the Korean peninsula, gathering near
Pusan to form a ring around the last port through which vital supplies could arrive. The North
Korean Army was stretched thin in the attack, but carried itself along by momentum,
culminating around what became known as “the Pusan Perimeter.” Here the communist
attack lost its teeth against a skillful defense mounted by Gen Walton Walker. In August of
1950, the strength of American arms was not yet evident as the defenses rested along the
Naktong River. Here, the American and ROK units at last felt that they had secure flanks.
The enemy would not be able to use their successful infiltration tactics which had played such
havoc in the recent past. Here behind the Naktong the US troops believed that at last they
could employ the superior firepower of the American army. The defenses along the Naktong
were held by a combination of units from both the US and the ROK. The northernmost US
division was the 1st Cavalry Division.

Hill 303 overlooks the Naktong River, and from its commanding heights dominates the
majority of the 1st Cavalry Division sector. The Pusan-Seoul railroad, bridges across the
Naktong, road network around the town of Waegwan, and the town itself, all fall under the
gaze of an observer on Hill 303. Such decisive terrain affords the occupier clear advantages.
For that reason it became pivotal in the summer of 1950 as the North Korean People’s Army
grimly struggled to take it from equally determined troopers of the Sth Regiment/1st Cavalry
Division.

Major Tony Rodriguez

The following text and map is an excerpt from North to the Yalu, South to the Naktong, Roy Appleman
(published Office of the Chief of Military History).




'THE PUSAN PERIMETER
{ 4 August 1950

eceese EIGHTH ARMY POSITIONS, EVENING,] AUG
TPPTTTTTTIT EIGHTH ARMY FROMTLINE.EVENING, 4 AUG

ELEVATIONS IM WETERS

Almost simultaneously with the major enemy crossing effort in the southern part of the 1st
Cavalry Division sector at Tuksong-dong and Yongp'o, another was taking place
northward above Waegwan near the boundary berween the division and the ROK 1st
Division. The northernmost unit of the 1st Cavalry Division was G Company of the 5th
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Cavairy Regiment. It heid Hill 303, the right-flank anchor of the U.S. Eighth Ammy.

{ill 303 is an elongated oval more than two miles long on a northeast-southwest axis with
an extreme elevation of about 1,000 feet. It is the first hill mass north of Waegwan. Its
southern slope comes down to the edge of the town; its crest, a little more than a mile to
the northeast, towers nearty 950 feet above the river. It gives observation of Wasgwan,
the road net running out of the town, the railroad and highway bridges across the river at
that point, and of long stretches of the river valley to the north and to the south. Is
western slope terminates at the east bank of the Naktong. From Waegwan a road ran



north and south along the east bank of the Naktong, another northeast through the
mountains toward Tabu-dong, and sdll another southeast toward Taegu. Hill 303 was a
critical terrain feature in control of the main Pusan-Seoul railroad and highway crossing of
the Naktong, as well as of Waegwan itself.

For several days intelligence sources had reported heavy enemy concentrations across the
Naktong opposite the ROK 1st Division. In the first hours of 14 August, an enemy
regiment crossed the Naktong six miles north of Waegwan into the ROK 1st Division
sector, over the second underwater bridge there. Shortly after midnight, ROK forces on
the high ground just north of the U.S.-ROK Army boundary were under attack. After
daylight an air strike partially destroyed the underwater bridge. The North Korean attack
spread south and by noon enemy small arms fire fell on G Company, 5th Cavalry
Regiment, on Hill 303. This crossing differed from earlier ones near the same place in that
the enemy force instead of moving east into the mountains turned south and headed for

Waegwan. [36]

Before dawn, 15 August, G Company men on Hill 303 could make out about fifty enemy
troops accompanied by two tanks moving boldly south along the river road at the base of
the hill. They also saw another column moving to their rear and soon heard it engage F
Company with small arms fire. In order to escape the enemy encirclement, F Company
withdrew southward. By 0830, North Koreans had completely surrounded G Company
and a supporting platoon of H Company mortarmen on Hill 303. A relief column,
composed of B Company, Sth Cavalry, and a platoon of tanks tried to reach G Company,
but enemy fire drove it back. {37]

Again on 16 August, B Company and the tanks tried unsuccessfully to drive the enemy,
now estimated to be a battalion of about 700 men, from Hill 303. The 61st Field Artillery
Battalion and three howitzers of B Battery, 82d Field Artllery Battalion, fired on the
enemy-held hill during the day. Waegwan was a no man's land. For the most part, the
town was deserted. Col. Marcel B. Crombez, the regimental commander, relieved the 2d
Battalion commander because he had lost control of his units and did not know where they
were. A new commander prepared to resume the attack. During the night, G Company
succeeded in escaping from Hill 303. {38]

Before dawn of the 17th, woops from both the 1st and 2d Battalions of the 5th Cavalry
Regiment, supported by A Company, 70th Tank Battalion, attacked Hill 303, but heavy
enemy mortar fire stopped them at the edge of Waegwan. During the morning, heavy
artillery preparations pounded the enemy positions on Hill 303, the 61st Feld Artillery
Battzlion alone firing 1,159 rounds. The Sth Cavalry at 1130 asked the division for
assistance and learned that the Air Force would deliver a strike on the hill at 1400. [39]

The air strike came in as scheduled, the planes dropping napalm and bombs, firing rockets,
and strafing. The strike was on target and, together with an artllery preparation, was
dramarically successful. After the strike, the infantry at 1530 attacked up the hill
unopposed and secured it by 1630. The combined strength of E and F Companies on top



of the hill was about sixty men. The artillery preparations and the air strike killed and
wounded an estimated 500 enemy troops on Hill 303. Approximately 200 enemy bodies
littered the hill. Survivors had fled in complete rout after the air strike. [40]

Tragedy on Hill 303

In regaining Hill 303 on 17 August the Sth Cavalry Regiment came upon 2 pitiful scene-
the bodies of twenty-six mortarmen of H Company, hands tied in back, sprayed with burp
gun bullets. First knowledge of the tragedy came in the afternoon when scouts brought in
a man from Hill 303, Pvt. Roy Manring of the Heavy Mortar Platoon, who had been
wounded in both legs and one arm by burp gun slugs. Manring had crawled down the hill
until he saw scouts of the attacking force. After he told his story, some men of the I&R
Platoon of the 5th Cavalry Regiment under Lt. Paul Kelly went forward, following

‘Manring's directions, to the scene of the tragedy. One of those prescnt has described what
they saw:

The boys lay packed tightly, shoulder to shoulder, lying on their sides, curled like babies
sleeping in the sun. Their feet, bloodied and bare, from walking on the rocks, stuck out
stiffly ... All had hands tied behind their backs, some with cord, others with regular issue
army communication wire. Only a few of the hands were clenched. (411

The rest of the [&R Platoon circled the hill and captured two North Korean soldiers. They
proved to be members of the group that had captured and held the mortarmen prisoners.
From them and a third captured later, as well as five survivors among the mortarmen, have
come the following details of what happened to the iil-fated group on Hill 303. [42]

Before dawn on Tuesday morning, 15 August, the mortar platoon became aware of enemy
activity near Hill 303. The platoon leader welephoned the Commanding Officer, G
Company, 5th Cavalry, who informed him that a platoon of some sixty ROK's would come
to reinforce the mortar platoon. About breakfast time the men heard tank motors and saw
two enemy tanks followed by 200 or more enemy soldiers on the road below them. A little
later a group of Koreans appeared on the slope. A patrol going to meet the climbing
Koreans called out and received in reply a blast of automatic weapons fire. The mortar
platoon leader, in spite of this, believed they were friendly. The watching Americans were
not convinced that they were enemy soldiers until the red stars became visible on their
caps. They were then close upon the Americans. The North Koreans came right up to the
foxholes without either side firing a shot. Some pushed burp guns into the sides of the
mortarmen with one hand and beld out the other as though to shake hands. One of the
enemy soldiers remarked later that “the American soldiers looked dazed.” [43]

The 4th Company, 2d Battalion, 206th Mechanized Infantry Regiment of the 105th
Ammored Division, apparently were the captors, although some members of Headquarters
Company of the 45-mm. Artllery Battalion, 105th Armored Division, were present. The
North Koreans marched the prisoners down the hill after taking, their weapons and
valuables. In an orchard they ted the prisoners' hands behind their backs, took some of



their clothing, and removed their shoes. They told the Americans they would send them to
the Seoul prisoner of war camp if they behaved well.

Apparently the original captors did not retain possession of the prisoners throughout the
next two days. There is some evidence that a company of the N.K. 3d Division guarded
them after capture. It appears that the enemy force that crossed the Naktong above
Waegwan on the 14th and turned south to

Hill 303 and Waegwan was part of the 3d Division and supporting elements of the 105th
Armored Division. In any event, the first night the North Koreans gave their prisoners
water, fruit, and cigarettes. They intended to move them across the Naktong that night,
but American fire prevented it. During the night two of the Americans loosened the shoe
laces binding their wrists. This caused a commotion. At least one of the survivors thought
that a North Korean officer shot one of his men who threatened to shoot the men who had
~ tried to free their hands. -

The next day, 16 August, the prisoners were moved around a great deal with their guards.
One of the mortarmen, Cpl. Roy L. Day, Jr., spoke Japanese and could converse with
some of the North Koreans. That afternoon he overheard a North Korean lieutenant say
that they would kill the prisoners if American soldiers came too close. That night guards
took away five of the Americans; the others did not know what became of them.

On the morning of 17 August, the guards exchanged fire with U.S. soldiers. Toward noon
the North Korean unit holding the Americans placed them in a gulley with a few guards.
Then came the intense American artillery preparations and the air swike on the hiil. At this
dme a North Korean officer said that American soldiers were closing in on them, that they
could not continue to hold the prisoners, and that they must be shot. The officer gave the
order and, according to one of those who participated, the entire company of fifty men
fired into the kneeling Americans as they rested in the gulley. Some of the survivors said,
however, that a group of 14 to so enemy soldiers ran up when 2 of their guards yelled a
signal and fired into them with burp guns. Before all the enemy soldiers left the area, some
of them came back to the ravine and shot again those who were groaning. Cpl. James M.
Rudd escaped death from the blazing burp guns when the man at his side feil dead on top
of him. Rudd, hit three times in the legs and arms, burrowed under the bodies of his fallen
comrades for more protection. Four others escaped in a similar way. Two of themin
making their way down the hill later were fired upon, but formnately not hit, by Sth
Cavalry soldiers attacking up the hill, before they could establish their identity. [44]

That night additonal atrocities occurred near Hill 303. Near Waegwan, enemy anttank
fire hit and knocked out two tanks of the 70th Tank Bartalion. The next day, 18 August,
American troops found the bodies of six members of the tank crews showing indications
that they had been captured and executed. [45]

These incidents on Hill 303 and vicinity caused General MacArthur on 20 August to
broadcast an announcement to the North Korean Army and address a leaflet w the



Commander-in-Chief Armed Forces of North Korea, denouncing the atrocities. The Air
Force dropped the leaflets over North Korea in large numbers. General MacArthur closed

his message by saving:

Inertia on your part and on the part of your senior field commanders in the discharge of
this grave and universally recognized command responsibility may only be construed as a
condonation and encouragement of such outrage, for which if not promptly corrected I
shall hold you and, your commanders criminally accountable under the rules and

precedents of war." [46]

There is no evidence that the North Korean High Command sanctioned the shooting of
prisoners during this phase of the war. What took place on Hill 303 and elsewhere in the
first months of the war appears to have been perpetrated by uncontrolled small units, by
vindictive individuals, or because of unfavorable and increasingly desperate situations
confronting the captors. On 28 July 1950, General Lee Yong Ho, commanding the N.K.
3d Division, transmitted an order pertaining to the oeatment of prisoners of war, signed by
Kim Chaek, Commander-in-Chief, and Kang Kon, Commanding General Staff, Advanced
General Headquarters of the North Korean Army, which stated:

1. The unnecessary killing of enemy personnel when they could be taken.as PsW shall be
strictly profibited as of now. Those who surrender will be taken as PsW, and all efforts
will be made to destroy the enemy in thought and politcally.

2. Treatment of PsW shall be according to the regulations issued by the Supreme Hgq, as
attached herein, pertaining to the regulation and order of PW camps.

3. This directive will be explained to and understood by all military personnel immediately,
and staff members of the Cuitural Section will be responsible for seeing that this is carried

out. [47]

Another document captured in September shows that the North Korean Army was aware
of the conduct of some of its soldiers and was somewhat concerned about it. An order
issued by the Cultural Section of the N.K. 2d Division, 16 August 1950, said in part,
"Some of us are sull slanghtering enemy troops that come to surrender. Therefore, the.
responsibility of teaching the soldiers to take prisoners of war and to treat them kindly -
rests on the Polidcal Secdon of each unit.” [48]

In the stretch of mountain country northeast of Waegwan and Hill 303, the ROK 1st
Division daily absorbed North Korean attacks during the middle of August. Enemy
pressure against this ROK division never czased for long. Under the strong leadership of
Maj. Gen. Paik Sun Yup, this division fought a valiant and bloody defense of the mountain
approaches to Taegu. American artillery fire from the 1st Cavalry Division sector
supported the division in part of its sector. The ROK 13th Regiment still held some
positons along the river, while the 11th and 12th Regiments engaged the enemy in the
high mountain masses of Suam-san and Yuhak-san. west and northwest of Tabu-dong and



4 to 6 miles east of the Naktong River. The North Koreans kept in repair their underwater
bridge across the Naktong 6 miles north of Waegwan in front of Hills 201 and 346. Even
direct hits on this bridge by 155-mm. howitzers did not seem to damage it seriously. [49]

The enemy penetration at the middle of August in the ROK 13th Regiment sector and
along the boundary in the 5th Cavalry sector at Waegwan and Hill 303, together with
increasingly heavy pressure against the main force of the ROK 1st Division in the Tabu-
dong area, began to jeopardize the safety of Taegu. On 16 August, 750 Korean police
were stationed on the outskirts of the city as an added precaution. Refugees had swollen
Taegu's normal population of 300,000 to 700,000. A crisis seemed to be developing
among the people on 18 August when early in the morning seven rounds of enemy artillery
shells landed in Taegu. The shells, falling near the railroad station, damaged the
roundhouse, destroyed one yard engine, killed one Korean civilian, and wounded eight
others. The Korean Provincial Government during the day ordered the evacuation of
Taegu, and President Syngman Rhee moved his capital to Pusan. [50]

This action by the South Korean authorities created a most dangerous situation. Swarms
of panicked Koreans began to pour out on the roads leading from the city, threatening to
stop all military waffic. At the same time, the evacuation of the city by the native
popuiation tended to undermine the morale of the roops defending it. Strong action by
the Co-ordinator for Protection of Lines of Communication, Eighth Army, halted the
evacuaton. Twice more the enemy gun shelled Taegu, the third and last time on Sunday
night, 20 August. At this time, six battalions of Korean police moved to important rail and
highway tunnels within the Pusan Perimeter to reinforce their security. [51]

Just as the enemy attack on Waegwan and Hill 303 began, mounting concern for the safety
" of Taegu-and reports of continued enemy concentrations across the river opposite the
ROK 1st and the U.S. Ist Cavalry Divisions in the Waegwan area-led to an extraordinary
bombing mission. On 14 Angust, General MacArthur summoned to his Tokyo office
General Stratemeyer, commanding general of the Far East Air Forces, and told him he
wanted a carpet bormbing of the North Korean concentrations threatening the Pusan
Perimeter. [52] General Stratemeyer talked with Maj. Gen. Emmett (Rosie) ODonrell, Jr.,
commanding general of the Far East Bomber Command, who said a relatively good job of
bombing could be done on a 3-by-5 mile area. General MacArthur's headquarters selected
a 27-square-mile rectangular area 3 1/2 miles east to west by 71/2 miles north to south on
the west side of the Naktong River opposite the ROK 1st Division. The southeast corner
of this rectangle was just north of Waegwan. Intelligence estimates placed the greatest
concentratons of enemy troops in this area, some estimates being as high as four enemy
divisions and several armored regiments, totaling approximately 40,000 men. [53]

General Gay, commanding the 1st Cavalry Division, repeatedly requested that the
bombing inciude the area northeast of Waegwan, between the Naktong River and the
Waegwan-Tabu-dong road. This request was denied because of fear that bombing there
might cause casualties among the st Cavalry and ROK 1st Division troops, even though
General Gay pointed out that terrain features sharply defined the area he recommended.
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diber crew covering bridge over tke NAKTONG.

The patrol had no choice—chere was only one way
to go on the narrow road—forward. Only twao vehicles
made it through a half-constructed road block, the
next jeeps, put out of action by em-my fire, blocked
the path of the others. Fighting from building to build-
ing, 44 members of the original 57 man patrol were
able to make their way to safety by making 2 35 mile
overnight trek over the mountainous terrain to friendly
lines.

On the evening of 2 August, orders were issued for
the 1st Cavalry Division to proceed with its own witch-
drawal bebind th: Naktong River. This was done that
night, and the 2 ’ternoon of 3 August saw the troopers
setting up their mew line.

Men on tie new iine, even as they dug foxholes,
could see the enemy on the hill approaches to the river
valley as he made a frenzied buildup of his forces for
tire next assault. Sirhough contact with the enemy was
broisen, active patrols caily crossed the river to harass
the enemy. ("dds svere still to be against the troopers
in the nexr assault, but, for ‘iz first time in Korea,
Cavalrymen were zble to take time to organize their
lines without having to fight the Reds at the same time.

No one needed to tell the mau in the front line thac
there could be no more long withdrawals. It would now
be a matter of meeting the enemy here and eliminating
him on the spot. 1here would be changes in the line,
possibly, but the six and eight mile withdrawals of
before were over. This would mean close-in savage
fighting against 2 force of unlimited manpower, but
it was the kir ' of fighting cha* inflicted terrible losses

Holding the perimeter.
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57mm recoilless rifle crew.
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THE PUSAN PERIMETER, Phase
Helding sn exdemsive toctor babind
Naktong River. nese the tey city
Towqw, the Itk Cavelry Division succ.
fully coumtared firw major North Kor.
stacks during the month of Auge
1950,




Back from a patrol.

1e mass attack tactics of the enemy. Now
m would be able to make the Reds pay dearly
foot of ground.

en with this knowledge, the troopers faced
existing problem of too few men. The 8th
legiment had 20,000 yards of front line to de-
t only two battalions. And, complicating the
still more, the defemsive positions were on
and, which would make transportation of
low and difficult.

netheless, the ocdds were improved, and dur-
arly days of August, while the Korean sun
down, the Cavalrymen prepared and waited.
y did not keep them waiting long.

heir timetable knocked off schedule by the
delaying action of the UN forces, the Com-
lunged forward in a desperate drive to crush
ong defense line. The initial penetration by a
! North Korean Battalion began earily on the
of 9 August against the right flank of the

a series of similar attacks that were to fol-

was a penetration where hordes of massed
»uld suddenly crash into the line without re-
the lives of their troops. This first assault
rough the 1st Battalion of the 5th Cavalry
and quickly developed with such a threat
r that immediate help was required. Punching
the thin line, the Reds gained cammanding
ind to the rear, and quickly set up artillery
:ar positions to exploit their gains. The Ist
of the 7th was rushed into the area to con-

rol rests beside captured enemy equipment.

Machine gun crew.

Alucky Red drags bimself out of bis deep bole.
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the enemy and l:z't further penetration. The enemy
tions were plastered with air and artillery fire, and
100on of 10 August, the attackers had smashed into
r flanks of the enemy and. with continued air and
llery support had grined conzrol of the area, kill-
upwards of 400 of the enemy.

'he division commander, General Gay, personally
gratulated Lt. Colonel Clainos and his lst Battalion
this accomplishment. Although the very nature of
limited success of the enemy’s penetration forecast
ure re-occurzences, Cavalrymen could take pride
n this initial success in completing the greatest kill
memy in a single engagement thus far in Korea.
dditional success from this action occurred 12 Au-
t. A pocket of an estimated 100 enemy still re-
ned on a commanding slope of the area. A Psycho-
cal Warfare Team on that date attempted to in-
e the enemy to surrender, allowing a time limit,
ore beginning a promised artillery barrage. A few

of the enemy were able to slip down and surrender,
but the fanaticism of the Communist puppets held
them to the hill. A crushing concentration of direct
artillery fire, after the surrender time had elapsed,
killed 87 of the diehards.

The second penetration threat hit the 7th Cavalry
Regiment far to the south, and it was followed by an
attack slightly to the north against the 7th Cavalry’s
1st Bactalion just after it moved out of reserve on the
morning of 13 August. Ordered to hold at all costs
the battalion did so against great opposition. When
supplies of small arms ammunition were running low,
additional supplies were dropped to the besieged unit
by liaison planes. The penetration was halted and the
enemy withdrew.

Again on the 14th the river was crossed by the

enemy southwest of Taegu toward the left flank of the

7th Cavalry Regiment. It was quickly apparent that

this was the most serious threat yet made. Later esti- :

mates indicated that approximately 1700 enemy par-

ticipated in the attack. With the aid of tanks, air and -

artillery, and reinforced by the 16th Reconnaissance
Company and a part of the 8§th Combat Engineers, the

7th Cavalry Regiment cleaned out the pocket and ef-

fected a record slaughter of 1500 counted enemy dead.
The fifth attack in this desperate series by the enemy
came on the 15th. After overcoming it, Cavalrymen
would make a startling, agomizing revelation that
would show the murderous caliber of the enemy they
were fighting. The enemy attack, with an estimated
strength of 700, struck against the 2nd Battalion of
the 5th Cavalry Regiment which was located on hill
303, just northeast of Waegan. Company “G” and a
platoen of *H” Company were encircled, but later
most of the men escaped. Other units of the battalion
counter-attacked, but were pushed back.

ROCK OF THE NAKTONG
Mission: Close with the enemy
and kill or capture bim.
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s - 7
cold blood.
Sive troopers lived throug deal and brought
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mdents interviewed the survivors, and their stories,
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shed throughout <he world, bore proof of the
isness of the carmy.

t. Roy Manring of C'iicago, Illinois, an ammunition
v from “H” Company oI the 5th Cavalry Regi-
one of the survivors who was wounded four

1 ™ e tha f
in the massacre gave the f

nt of the atrocit,:

‘c. Manring and a first aid man and a few buddies
on tle hill when a couple of enemy tanks came
thind the tan’s were tw - to three huhdred North
os. The men had recrived word, via telephone,
0 South Koreans soo.. would jcin the hard pressed
Minutes later the lievtcnant in charge saw what
icved was z rclief unit. They turned out to be
Koicans. Soon, the Americans were outnumbered
five and ten to one.

alizing their mistake to- late, the GI’s could do
g but give in. *“We would have been slaughtered
had fired on them,” he exsiazined. Taking their
s, money and ~~her waluzables—and in some in-
i, exchangi-3 ciothes an? .naking the Americans
n their stockin; fucr—:th: Noria Koreans used
:es to tie the hands of the Americans behind their

*two days, the group siifted from one spot to
r. They were Zed littfe ~nd given little or no
Whenever UN planes came over, the enemy be-
rantic and beat the prisoners severely. At ocher
:he Reds told their victims they would be taken
isoner-of-war camp at Seoul.

:afterr son cn the 17th, the North Koreans placed
lericans in one long iz: und started shooting.
1 weapows go off and I heard them boys groan.’
‘Please, Lord, don’t let them get us with those
uns.” But the shots went on until all were on
und.

Manring was shot in the leg and chest. The man
him was killed.

uickly smeared blood off my leg onto my head
. under a dead guy. ‘I dida’t move a muscle,’ he

tayed there until he heard an American weapon
nd then started crawling :uward the sound
ire.

: about 30 or 40 yards from the GI’%. I didn’t
elmet on. I guess they thought I was an enemy.
wreed firing. I ran and flopped again. I got hit
vrist ard finger uf ome hand, then I keard the
cting, I shouted: ‘Hey, don’t shoot, I'm a GI.
led bacis: ‘2ut up your han.s and come aver.’ ?

after receiving tre-cment for his wounds; Pfe.
identified some of ¢ North Boreans who had
tured by the Americans. -

this tragic event until the end of August, the
story was one of patrolling and minor skir-

‘hile, Cavalry forces were being built up.
replacements to create the non-existing third
s of all three reginicats were received on 28
m a2 special train from Pusan. Most of them
: from the United States, leaving after che
of the Korean actian.

survivors identif ying their massacred buda’ecs.
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KOREAN WAR
BATTLE for HILL- 303
[~ T P MATITAT TAYr TATIM TALLTORTM 1 =L o b Bt Bdhshid At S el N 4
SJUIL LavaLbrl KEULlMENL, LST CAVALK DLV iIolUl
AUIGUST 12-.17.,10880
AUGUST 12-17,1950

During the very early stages of the Korean War and within the Pusan

Perimeter, the North Korean People's Army suffered terrible casualties
to their 3rd and 10th-Divisions. This occurred in the sectors of the
S+ Cavalry Racimont+ and 7th Oavalrv Remdimoand Arrrd e Ayvieviicd 19_14
~ e ia AV Add y AT LSl (=P 7 \wii \-QVRJ.J-.I L\Gg PRt =y S Y AL ‘LLLE o uo La—= L=
1950, on the Naktong River

These two victories were impressive achievements for the lst Cavalry
Division, but were soon overshadowed by a serious setback in the 5th
Cavalry Regiment sector. The regiment was commanded by Colonel Marcel
Oramhar a Woact+ DPAtnéar ( O’)Q\ anA FaAartuv_nina anad "TA1ANN £Ayvy yryamsmanttal
Nt da N AR A N . LA I LA P IR = &JA—I i b N A \41 LR R A= A i Nd ot e A J-:‘:ld.&ilc& o Ch Ju
command

. The 2nd BattaLLon was commanded by West Pointer (1937), LTC
Paul T. Clifford, thirty-six, who had commanded a battalion in the ETO
of World War II. Both commanders were considered tough and demanding.

3
1

1.

2PN 3 | o T U SRS S = PV Y e T o b U - | Y v 9 e N a e o Y [ P

e <4 bDdatitdallOill, oL Ldvdlly Reglmentc, o0oCCupled HDilLll-JUVUJd. Ul AUuUgust
14,1950, a battalion of the NKPA 3rd Divisgion csuinnartod hy a fow +anlks
A f dm T s ALA W VA de e W AR o A AT A= LNANL i i de A et de Vo dg s Ay NSAA Y 'J“H o de W S Nd UI & E A WALl iweg
and men of the NKPA 105th Armored Division, crossed the Naktong River

several miles north of Waegwan, then unexpectedly turned south and
assaulted Hill1-303, which dominated Waegwan. The NKPA attack caught the
2/5 by surprise. By first light on August 15th, LTC Clifford's G Com-
pany and a platoon of mortarmen from H Company, had been cut off atop

-
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Colonel Crombez was humiliated and furious. The NKPA "capture" of
Hil11-303 gave the enemy not only the dominating terrain at Waegwan, but
also an opportunity to crow (on Radio Pyongyang) that the city had been
"liberated” from the imperialist warmongers. Determined to regain the

RS ] - a3 PR PR, | e m am - ~ - - 3 NN U I Ty -~ TT ™Mo e e v e
“--L.L.L alla O LEY ’ ana rescue o \.oUlﬂPd.[l_Y aillu cne morcarmen ot n \—Ulllpd[l! '
Crombez counterattacked with all the force a could gsnare.
- gounteractacked witn all the force ne could spare.

Unfortunately the counterattack failed, and the 8th Army and the lst
Cavalry Division had no reserves to send Crombez. The S5th Air Force
was lled for help. It finally responded in the early afternoon of
1 850, with the most e -1y strike of the war: an awesome

+ he NKPA bhattalicon and khe

L= VU4 R vl dk A Wie Qi Wil

X rmor. In its wake Crombez attacked Hill1-303 with another
infantry-armor task force and by late afternoon the 5th Cavalry had
regained Hill1-303, and its lost honor.
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These actions at Waegwan and Hill-303, however, cost the 5th Cavalry
heavy casualties. Many company and platoon commanders were killed or
wounded, and many fell exhausted from the heat. By the end of the action,
the combined strength of LTC Clifford's F and G Companies was merely
sixty-men.



page two, continued..... .o

There was a horrible and grisly aftermath. After regaining the hill,
LTC Clifford and his men found the bodies of forty-men who had been
captured and bound--hands tied behind their backs--then murdered in
cold blood with burp guns by the NKPA. (In a ravine on the hill, were
twenty-six mortarmen of H Company). Five American POWs (H Company).
had escaped to confirm the murders. When informed of these atrocities,
General MacArthur broadcast a message to the NKPA high command decrying
the "outrage," declaring he would hold the NKPA "criminally accountable
under the rules and precedents of war."

A brief story of the Hill-303 massacre is as follows: On August 15,
1980, word was received that approximately sixty-South Korean soldiers
were assigned to help and give support to the 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry.
As these soldiers approached the American positions., they were observed
coming from the wrong direction. Further observation revealed red stars
on their hats, which indicated they were soldiers of the NKPA. Suspecting
a possible trick, some of the Americans soldiers started to fire con them.
The firing was halted by an American officer who said he would shoot the
next soldier who fired on the South Koreans.

The newcomers turned out to be enemy soldiers of the NKPA. Suddenly,
thirty-one american soldiers of H Company were captured and immediately
had their weapons taken from them. Then the captors took them to an apple
orchard where their hands were tied behind their backs with shoe laces or
communication wire. Eventually, nine other American soldiers from F & G
Companies were grouped with them. From here the enemy marched the American
soldiers for two nights and three days around the area of Hil1ll1-303.

Private First Class Roy Manring of Chicago, Illinois, an ammunition
bearer from H Company, 5Sth Cavalry Regiment, one cf the survivors who
was seriously wounded in the massacre on Hill-303, gave the following
eye witness account of the atrocity: "We saw the enemy tanks move up
toward our positions and behind them were two to three hundred North
Koreans. Our unit had received word via field telephone that 60-South
Koreans would soon join H Company. Minutes later the Lieutenant in
charge of ocur unit saw what he believed was the South Xoreans, however,
they turned out to be WNorth Koreans and we were outnumbered ten to one.
Realizing our mistake toc late, we could do nothing but give in. Very
gquickly the enemy took our watches, money and other valuables--and in
some instances, exchanging clothes and making several American soldiers
walk in their stocking feet--the North Koreans used boot laces to tie
cur hands behind our backs.

"For two days our group was shifted from one spot to another. We were
fed little and given little or no water. Whenever our fighter planes flew
over, the enemy became frantic and they beat some of the American POWs
severely. At other times, the enemy told us that we would be taken to a
prisoner-of war camp at Seoul.



page three, continued.......

"Midafternoon on August 17th, the North Koreans placed all thirty-one
of us from H Company in one long line and they started shooting. 'I
heard weapons go off and I heard them boys groan.' I said, 'Please, Lord,
don't let them get us with those burp guns.' But the shots went on until
all of us were on the ground.

"I was shot in the leg and chest, and the soldier next to me was
xilled. I quickly smeared blood off of my leg ontc my head and laid
under a dead soldier. 'I didn't move a muscle!' I stayed there until I
heard an American weapon firing and then I started to c¢rawl toward the
sound of the fire.

"I got about 30 or 40 yards from the Americans and I didn't have a
helmet on, so they thought I was an enemy soldier. They started firing!
I ran and flopped again! I got hit on the wrist and finger of one hand,
then I heard the Americans talking. I shouted: 'Hey, don't shoot! I'm a
GI!' They yvelled back: ‘'Put up your hands and come over.'"

Later after receiving treatment for his wounds, Pfc Manring identified
some of the North Koreans who had been captured by the Americans.

The five American survivors of the massacre on Hi11-303 were from H
Company and their names are as follows:

CORPORAL Roy L. Day (now deceased)
Pfc Trenon Purser {now deceased)
Pvt Roy Manring

Pvt James M. Rudd

Pvt M. Frederick Ryan

The aforementioned information was respectfully submitted by:

Edward L. Daily
Member
Board of Governors
1st Cavalry Division Associaticn
ELD/ed
file (1)
attachments included
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SUBJERT: Rerort and Investigstion of War Crime (Prelimine
: g ry

T0: Commznder in Chief '
Far East !
APO 500 :

ATTZTION: Staff Judge advocate

1, General description of crime is a3 follows:

a, Vietims: -

Xilled and located 17 August 1950

HEADCUARTERS CONPAKY, 2D BATTALION, S5TH CAVALRY REGTUENT

v'Prt~ Dooley, Jonmny X. © RA 3&33%LS$<//.

| COMPANY "EM, 5%Y CAVALTY REGL.ENT ' b

V-Pvt~ Zorst, Arthur W. RA 1232,94’714.{ P
vPvt~ Finnigen, Richerd T. RA 13317554 y - b
oyt Jacgues, Leo . RA 11199247
COMPANY UGN, §°H CAVALPY 3 TANT ! '
byt~ Hogan, Billy RA 25413285V | ;
vPfc~ Schuman, Welter R 16260759 /

COMPAY My, STH CATALRY REGI}EEH

WPrt~  Ablott, Leroy RA 15381689V

¥3gt- Briley, Ray a. Q4 16264212V

YPre~ Bri igtow, Benjarin RA 15267930V

«/Pvt— Causey, Billie J. R4 14318964 Y

/Pyt~ Collins, Jonn ™. RA 352405197

Jw- Tdwerds, Cecil C, RA 1.831,9[»,51;
vt~ Flestke, Kenneth G. RA 16295140V K
B Gercia, Arthur S. RA 193391+45.3

Udui’

frwe #94- 33,

1
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(23 August 1950)

SUBCECT: Teport and Investizziion of Var Crice (Freliminary)
"(r‘fy‘t—a Hastirwg, Charles 3 133310527
tfe Yernondes, antonio ZA 39’7[{]338/
Pet— Hilperson, John J. Jr. Ra 142795077
€t~ Huff.an, Glenn E. 24 152612567
Wé»o - Hunss, Rozert Al 3415260371 i
“9gfc Jahnize, Zlichard D4 162836156Y
S oyt MeKennie, Herbert R.  RA 18340126V
Whyt~. Mlaskac, Lilton J. R4 16325299
Wivt~ Monfort, Houston R4 18261328
#2yts Morden, lelvin Wi R4 163170267
Tyt~ GC!Zrien, Zobert J. RA 12342536
°fc.. Powell, Brook T. R& 154126787
v Pyt~ Reams, Bruce A. RA 13280781, ~oiiig
'f/Cpl.. Regney, Sarmest Jr. RA 13268079\/ GORLENS L
Pvt— Semosky, George Jr. R4 133134057 - s
¥Pfcw Simmons, Jomn . RA 192936367,
:;Qpl ~ Tangaen, Glenn L. A 162821007
Pfc~ Tavares, Tony RA 39760931 ‘{/
v Pvt— Trammell, Williem D.  RA 14337466
MEDICAL CCNPANY, 5TH CAVALRY RECTIENT
J Pfc— Keraisely, Raymond J. .RA 12305545%(;, .
P et s b
Hounded and returned 17 August 1950
COUPATY wEv 5TY CAVALRY NSCTLENT
Cpl Day, Lay L. Ri 6270236
? Hanring, Roy RY 16327603,
Fic Purser, Trenon E. RA 14291324
Pyt  Eyoen, Fredrick Ra 1533063C° )

scaped wninjured on 17 August 1950

coMPp Ty I sTH CAVALTY RACTENT
Pvt  Tudd, James 1 RA 15257595

¢

Xilled, loc:ted on 20 Angust 1950, at 40.3 - 55.6
(May or may not be part of same offense)

coMpaTy upn, sTH

CAVALRY REGILENT

2d Lt. Newnan, Cecil Jr.

0-592L9

MEDICAL COMPANY, STH CAVALRY RECTIENT

Col  Zimmiuch, Siezfried S.

| ) ,ui/L/Y\) o _:;_L--‘{'.f-,,(./'?

r

R4 13250987

e 76-23
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b. Cpime first renorted to platoon from "G" Company, 5tn
Cavzlry by survivors of messacre as platoon advanced into area at about
1630 nours on 17 August 1950.

- -~ R 17 }iamrveme 100N
Ce Uate of crime ~ L/ al ust L7 N e
d. Vie Hill 303, near ‘Taegwan, Korea, map Indong, 6822 IT,

_____ 03,
occurred and bodies recovered from 39.700 - 55.700. (Survey

Csion Artillery) for slayings of 17 August 1950, and 40.3 - 55.6
od;.es located on 20 August 1950.

U‘HCF‘)

N syt - ime Af farto—cne (11) prispnars of
e 5L28S Kl;‘..’-mg NG WOUIICLILL, UL Lwivy v.:aa.v \ e :r‘:quuv.:- QL

o o3 tvois hands tied behind their backs with V130 field wire

1A TIOO 120 UL Jd&lilg Lo bl Lol aQ R

at time shooting occurred. Prior to shooting o these priscners most

means of identification tags 2nd personal effects had been removed by

the perpeytrators of the crime.

. Ny -
£. Automstic wezpons, rifles, pistols and possibly bayonets.

a. (1) Kim, Kwong Taek, ¥X Pii/Tag CD 111. (2) Ché-rf,'}:}’?il%
Tok, WK Pv/Tag CD l,.O. Both Prisoners of Wer now detained E_ﬂ._t._,{guSm 0Q
near Pusan.

be Kim has been identifie2 by three (3) survivors of the mess
1:3113ne 2c beine an officer present with captors during elaost three (2)
E;;;—czzptr_vit:/ 30 victims and as having gi‘{m_en & com.;:e,"\.c'l to ‘\Iart_’.k} :(oz:efn
soldiers involved just befors t‘.ﬂey opened fire on victinms, ZSelleved to
be aauber of Horth Xorean 206th Zewiment, 105th Division.

1

“ Ciamem hac haon identifisd hv same three 23 2 North Korean
~e WG LIG0 Weowai amMTiavamme—m == = W

soldier nresent durin- the caxtivily and as firing an au bomatn.c wearon

in ths killinc., This PW identified himself as a member of North Koreza

1st Comneny, 206th Pecirent, 105th Division.

i N = Ao -
a, Private James M. Rudd, RA 19257995 bou.'sany d, 5th Cavalry
Regiment \Fresent 2t shoc ting, escaped mnd’mﬂjl

—
b.f CO?QOral P_r‘,\y Li Day" ___AA 6210 _365 C(X_EIUEI_}.V H’ Sth Cavalry
Begiment. (Fresent 2t shooting, escaped slightly wounded) ™y
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(23 Auzust 1950)
SUSJZCT: Temort and Investization of “ar Crime (Preliminary)

c. Drivate Roy Manring, RA 16327603, Company #, 5th Cavalry
Regiment. (Present 2t chootin:, escaped .ounded was evacuated to un-
xnovn hospital - Japan) '

4. Pyt Fredrick Byen, RA 15380630, Compeny H, 5th Cavalry
Regiment. (Present at shooting, escaped seriously wounded, evacuated
to Osaka General Hospital)

e. BPfc Trenon E. Purser, RA 14291324, Company H, 5th Cavalry
Reriment. (Present at shooting, escaped seriously younded, evacuated
‘to unknown hospitel — Japan) -t :

RIS TN ol

£f. C0 Emest Hirai, OIC, IP ¥ Team, #5, Headquarters, ls
Cevalry Divislon.

’

g. SFC Howard O. Evans, G Company, 5th Cavalry Regiment,
h. Cpl Kenneth S. Meze, G Company, Sth Cavelry Regiment.
i, Pfc Albert K. Comp, G Company, 5th Cavalry Regiment,

R P L TR ..L - .
L. Statements end decuments as available ‘to time ofithls report’
pertaining to witnesses and suspects are appended as follows: ' '

-~ Statement of Pvt Rudd

- Statement of Cpl Day

Frhibit 3 — G-2 Interrogetion Rudd and Day
Fichibit 4 - Statement of Pvt Menring

xhibit 1

2

3

a 13
Evhibit 5 - Statement of Pvt Lanring

6

7

8

Exhibit

9}

Thibit 6 - Statement of lst Lt. Tanaka, Hg, lst Cav Div,
- Extract G-2 Interrogation of Fii Chon

- Statement of W7 Kim

Statement of Fil Chon

Exhibit 10- Statement of CTD Hirai .

Exhibit 1l- Statement of SFC ZEvans

Exhibit 12- Steatenent of Cpl Maze

Exhibit 12— Statement of Pfc Comp

:‘)
5
l_l
o
o
0
]

Photograpns of scene of 17 August 1950, killings taken by
Signal Corps photograpners, Sergeant ‘iyatt, 13th Signal Company, lst
Cavalry Division, Life-Time photographer, Henry G, Walker, &cme News
photographer, Stanley Tretick. Photogvaphs of susvects Kim and Chon
taken by Captain Perham, 13th Signal Company, lst Cavalry Divisionm.
Signal Corps chotographs have not yet been received, FPhotographs by
Life-Time 2nd Acme News Pictures have been requested by letters from
lizjor Brown, deted 18 August 1950,

‘//;/u/;sz -2
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The testimony of witnesses “udd, Day, and Yanring, identify 2.
coer o iving X at "D
Wim es ofi‘;cer sresen.t and ziving order to Mortn Korean so.Ld_..ers *L vl
fire opened in mass killing. Same tes»mony identifies Fii Chon &s Nor
Xorean socldier Tirine automatic weapon 2t killing,.

—r m

lestimony of CU0 dirai, Exhibit 10, who interviewed PV Kim and
Chon cn 17 August 1950, at 5th Ce.va_].ry Regimentzl CP, and testimony of
Col laze. Ev {?bit 2 rould indicate thet nature of munds of these two
‘7'4.._ sl ~J —e = : ‘

PWs vould re.ﬂdér _.mnrob::ol.. the participation of B Zmn as pe* 'c.esm.rﬁbf:y
of eye vitnesses Rudd, Day- and Manring. . :

o

5 Thot aohs and further sta -a..eni'...s of l_lst.ed and cther witness-
6, Thotographs end FuIvOSIT SLob
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THS 6

TheUS seMcememdﬂedlnmemassacrewere

’vt keroy Abbott, Kentucky
e’ Leroy. Bone, unknown CA

NL Arthur: w Borst, New York

33t Ray A Briley, Michigan 725
3¢, Benjamin Bristow, Kentucky
vt Blille J. Causey, Alabama

2t John WwW. Collins, Ohio

ML Johnny K. Dooiey Alabama

Mt Cedll C. Edwards, Arkansas
2fc. Harlon C.-Feitner, Michigan

M, Rk:hard T Finnsgan
r\nsyrvanla

2. Kenneth G Heti-(e unknowni"?
DVLArterS Garda Camomla ;
vt Jaseph M. Herndon, unknown f
Pvt Bmy R. Hogan Amansas
Pvt Leo W Jaoques New
ympshire’

Pfc. Ram*.d.i Karaiseky New
'

PVt Chanes Has‘dngs unknown M.
Pfc., Amtonio; Hermandez, unqun'gx

Pvt.Joth HugersonJr C}onda
PthlennE.Huf’man Ohio

'-.

a2 Pfc Richard Jahnke, unknown 'yf-/l
IPvt Herbeﬂ R. McKenze,
Okiahoma

B Pvt Miiton J. Mlaskac inots

B PVt Houston Montfort, unkown 47

© B PVvL Metvin W, Morden, Michigan

- E@2nd. LL Cegi Neuman Jr.,

unknown - 76)(145’
B Pvt. Rebert J. OBnen Jersey Clty,
N. J. | -

ﬁPrc Brook T. Powe‘l Kemucky
B Pvt Bruce A Reams, Pennsytvania

C g Cpi. Ermest Regney Jr.,

Pennsytvania

- Pfc. Walter Schuman, Mk:hbgan

M Pvt. George Semasky Jr.,
Pennsytvania

| Pfc. John W. Simmons, Utah |

® Cpi. Glen L Tangman, unknown 22
B Pfc. Tony Tavares, Cailfomia

B Pt Wmiam D. Tramme( Sodth

B Cpl Willamw: Willtarns, unknown S

" @Cpl. Slegired S. Zimniuch,
B unlmOWﬂ/-dﬁ
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Visitt War crimes query
didn’t produce charges -

Contmued Sfrom Page 1

an submachme guns. About 15

others were found similarly

slain on the ridge. :
“They (the North Koreans)

just stood right above them in .
the ravine and gunned them
down,” said Maj. Tony Rodri--

guez, an intelligence planner
with the division.

The case was investigated as

a war crime, but with North and
South Korea still technically at
war nearly five decades later,
no one has ever been prosecut-
ed. A few miles away, South
Korea recently erected a large
monument to the fierce fight-
ing. The names of the massa-
cred American mortarmen are
carved on a stone.

Shortly after the slaymgs
three North Korean soldiers
were captured and interrogat-
ed. They reportedly said they
had intended to take the U.S.
troops back to a prison camp
near Seoul but were infuriated
and frustrated by U.S. artllery
and air attacks that made it im-
possible to retreat over the
Naktong River.

Five U.S. soldiers survived
the massacre, partly shielded
by the falling bodies of their
comrades. One of those men, a
Midwesterner named Roy
Manring, was hit with three
slugs, but lived. He spoke re-
cently about the incident to

_members of the 1st Cavalry. -

"“He’s carried this with him
for ‘a long time,” said Rodri-
guez. “He remembered lying in
the ditch, covering himself up
with buddies’” bodies.”

~ Manring’s descrlptlons
prompted the unit, in South Ko-

rea to study the terrain and: . §
... strategic sites for two weeks, to- E

find the site and pay respects. -
Working with a half-century-

old Army map and modern sat-

ellite navigation equipment, Ro-

driguez and a Taegu historian . §

located the site. On Thursday,
the division’s senior leaders
hiked the ridge to reconstruct
the fighting. They laid a wreath
of white flowers, said a prayer
and took photos to take back to
the division’s veterans.
“They really feel, to this day,
that they’ve been forgotten
about, that this was the war that
never happened,” said Byrnes.
At least for now, much of the
site. probably looks much the
same as it did in 1950. There is
a small farming hamiet there,
where the homes have old tile
roofs, and stone and mud walls.
Dried persimmons hang from
the eaves, and on Thursday, a
farm dog barked at the soldiers.
Cabbage, corn and rice fields
surround the homes. There is a
vineyard and fruit trees, just as
there was in 1950, when the
captives’ last meal was fruit

Roesler/Stripes
A wreath laid Thursday
commemorates the 1950
massacre of American POWs.

they scavenged fmm an or-
chard.
Soon, however, the site likely

_ will disappear under South Ko-

rea’s breakneck construction
boom. Workers have started
building a stretch of a. high-
speed railway immediately ad-
jacent to the site.

Rodriguez said he can under-
stand that South Korea needs
the space.

“On the other hand,” he said,
“when you stand there and say,
‘Thirty guys of my unit were
killed there,’ you kind of want it
to be left alone.”

“
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