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INTRODUCTORY. “

The information contained in the following synopsis of ¢ngagements
with hostile Indians is compiled from official reports and returns. .
Whilst it was impossible to ascertain the exact losses of the troops en-
gaged, the figures relating to those of the Indians necessarily repre-
sent the minimum.  Bxeepting in rare instances when troops were in
superior force and suceceded in effecting a complete surprise, defeat
or capture of a body of Indiaus, the latter, according to their custom,
bore off in the midst of the engagements their dead and wounded, the
number of whom could not, therefore, be ascertained ; so the seeming
disparity between the reported numbers of their killed and of their
wounded, is accounted for by this great difficulty in ascertaining the
extent of the latter. In many éngagements, consequently, no mention
is made of Indians wounded, although, doubtless, many really died from
the effeets of wounds received. Notably such was the case in the battle
of the Little Big Horn, in Montana, in 1876, and it was only when the hos-
tiles had finally surrendered, that interviews with the Indians resulted in
their admitting a loss of about forty warriors killed. The boastful
natnre of the Indian, too, leads him to exalt his own deeds of prow.
ess, but to conceal his losses, so that whilst he makes an exaggerated
record of the number of enemies he has slain, keeping his score by
notches cut upon his “coup stick,” he is reluctant to admit the extent
of his own punishment.

Again, in the casualties to the troops, there were repeated instances
of officers and soldiers reported wounded, who died, later, from the
effects of the injuries received ; whilst the number who were actually
disabled for life, or entirely incapacitated for further military service,
from the results of exposure and hardships involved by campaigns in
pitiless winter weather, in the heart of the Indian country, far from
shelter and supplies, will doubtless exceed the killed and wounded upon
the field of battle.
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ENGAGEMENTS WITH HOSTILE INDIANS.

THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI.

The Military Division of the Missouri was established January 30,
1865, by General Orders, No. 11, War Department, series of 1865, It
then included the Departments of the Missouri and of ithe Northwest,
with headquarters at Saint Louis, Mo, March 21, 1863, by General
Orders, 44, series of 1865, from the War Departinent, the Department
of Arkansas and the Indian Terrvitory were transferred to it from the
Division of the West Mississippi.  Jane 27, 1865, by General Orders,
118, series of 1863, from the War Department, the Division of the Mis-
souri was merged into the Division of the Missigsippi, embracing the
Departments of the Ohio, of the Missouri, and of Arkansas; headgquar-
ters at Saint Louis. August 6, 1866, the name of the division was
-changed to “ Military Division of the Missouri,” comprising the De-
partments of the Arkansas, the Missouri, the Platte, and a new
partment to be created, Dakota,

The Btate of Arkansas was taken from the division, March 11, 1867,
by General Orders, 10, sevies of 1367, from Headquarters of the Army,
aid on March 16, 1869, by General Ovders, 18, series of 1869, from
Headguarters of the Army, the State of Hlinois was added to the divis-
ion, ‘The Department of Texas was added to the division November
1, 1871, by General Orders, 66, sevies of 1871, from the War Depart-
ment, and the Department of the Gulf was added Jauvnary 4, 1875,
June 22, 1875, the limits of the Depavtment of the Platte, belonging to
the division, were extended to include Fort Hall, Idaho, by General
Orders, G5, series of 1875, from the War Department.

At the present time, 1832, the Military Division of the Missouri con-
sists of the Departments of Dakotn, the 1latte, the Missouri, and
Texas,

The Department of Dakota comprises the State of Minnesotal and
the Territories of Dakota and Montana.

The Department of the Platte includes the States of Towa and Ne-
braska, the Tervitories of Wyoming and Utah, and a portion of Idaho.

The Department of the Missouri embraces the States of Tllinois, Mis-
souri, Kansas, and Colorado, Indian Territory and Territory of New
Mexico, with two posts in Northern Texas, Forts Elliott and Bliss.

The Departiment of Texas consists of the State of T'exax.
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boundary on the north, to thig Mexican frontier of the Rio Grande on
the south, aud from (}lucago ‘on the east, to the western boundaries of
New "\I{lxico, Ut d]’l, fmd ’\Iontam on the West
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The principal Indiav tribes living within the limits of the division,
are distributed as follows :

Ta: 4+lin aiomth i 4hia Tlassant
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Sioux, Northern Cheyennes, Crows (‘hlm)e\ as, Pon('as. Abbin&b()llleb.
]‘].l“l(‘ll]\ Piegans, and Gros Ventres.

In the Department of the Platte are the Bannocks, Shoshones, Utes,

Arapahoes; Pawnees, Winnebagoes, Pottawatomies, Omahas, Kicka-
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In the Department of the Missouri are the Northern and Southern
Chevennes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches, Navajoes, Pueb-
los, and semi-civilized tribes in the ]mh w Territory (Choctaws, Chero-
kees, Chickasaws, &e)., while in the *1).11‘tmuxt of Texas are the Li-
Seminoles, and Tonkawas th
of the roving and predatory bands from New Mc\io and Old Mexico.

The taking of an Indian census is always a matter of extreme diffi-
culty, owing to the ohjection of the Indian against being counted.
With the besi information amumnm however, the entire number of
ts of the \f1||fnynr Division
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Indian tribos embraced withinthe lim +ha
Indmn trrnes embpraced withinthe s

Missouri, is ninety-nine; aggregating -}hont one hundred and seventy-
five thousand persons who are scattered over ah area ot more than one
million square miles of frontier country.

N

Since the date at w m(,u mi‘ levom nf engagements begins (March
» tribes iy 3 actively en-

.wcd in hostilities wnh tlre \ lntva. are the Sioux, Northern and South-
ern Cheyennes, Kiowas, Comanches, Arapahoes, Utes, and Apaches.
In addition to the wars with these tribes, the division has been invaded,
at intervals, by hostiles from the outside, some of the more notable en-

rine to the military denant
Hig U0 LG IHaTary ucparc-

ments of the Pacitic Slope; such as the Nez Pereés, the Bannocks. and
the Arizona Apaches; with periodical incursions from old Mexico, by
bands who afiilinted with our own Indians living near the Rio Grande
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CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD.

18688.

In the Department of the Missouri, in the spring of 1868, only a very
few minor engagements with Indians were reported, previous to the
general outbreak which occurred in the summer of that year; they were
chiefly in the District of New Mexico, and oceurred as follows:

On March 11, Apache Indians raided the settlements in the neighbor-
hood of Tularosa, N. Mex, killing and mutilating eleven men and
two women, capturing one child, running off a large number of sheep,
about two thousand two hundred, and other stock. These marauders
were pursued by a detachment of Troop H, Third Cavalry, under com-
mand of First Lieut. P. D. Yroom, Third Cavalry, but having the ad-
vantage of three days’ start, the Indians escaped into the Guadaloupe
Mountains, abandoning some of the sheep, whiclt were recovered,

March 25, the settlers upon Bluff Creek, Kansas, were attacked by
Indians and driven from their houses, no details of this raid being offi-
cially reported.

April 17,at Nesmith’s Mills, N, Mex., a detachment of Troop II, Third
Cavalry, commanded by Sergeant Glass, had a fight with Indiaus, the
troops having one man wounded. Ten Indians were reported killed and
twenty-five wounded.

June 6, Capt. D. Monahan, Third Cavalry, in command of detach-
ments of Troops G and I, Third Cavalry, started from Tort Sumner, N,
Mex., in pursuit of a band of Navajoe Indians, who had murdered four
citizens within twelve miles of that post. He followed their trail for a
hundred miles, finally surprising them in a ravine, where he killed three
Indians and wounded eleven, the balance escaping. The troops sus-

“tained no losses. ‘

June 25, near Fort IIays, Kansas, a detachment of troops attacked

and pursued a band of hostile Indians, but no casnalties occurred.

THE OUTBREAEK OF 1863.

Barly in August a body of about two hundred and twenty-five Chey-
ennes, Arapahoes,and Sioux appeared among the advanced settlements
on the Saline River, north of Fort Harker, Kans. On August 10, after
being hospitably fed by the farmers, the Indians attacked them, robbed
their houses and brutally outraged four females until insensible. Six
houses were attacked, plundered, and burned.

&)
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On the same day, August 10, near the Cimmaron River, Kansas, twg
separate attacks were made by Indians upon the advance and rear
gnards of a column of troops commanded by Lieut. Col. Alfred Sully,
Third Infantry. Thé attack upon the advance guard was repulsed by a
charge, in which two Indians were killed, without casnalty to the troops.
In the attack upon the rear gnard, who made a suceessful defense, ong
soldier was killed, Ten Indians were reported killed and twelve
wounded.

August 12, Indihus attempted to stampede the stock by a dash into
the camp of the eolummn under General Sully, but were frustrated in their
designs. Later they afttacked his main body in large force, but were
repulsed after a severe fight, lasting several hours, in which two soldiers
were killed and three wonnded. Twelve Indians were reported killed
and fifteen wounded.

August 12, the Indians who had raided the settlements on the Saline,
on August 10, devastated those on the Solomon River, Kansas, where,
. thoughkindly received and fed by the people, they plundered and burned
five houses, stole ten head of stock cattle, murdered fifteen persons,
wounded two and outraged five women. Two of these unfortunate
women were also shot and badly wounded. A, small band crossed to
the Republican River and killed two persons there, but the main body
returned to the Saline, with two captive children, named Bell. Iere
they again attacked the settlers, with the evident intention of clearing
out the entire valley; but, whilst a Mr. Schermerhorn was defending
his house, Captain Benteen, with his troop of the Seventh Cavalry, ar-
rived by @ swift marceh from Tort Zaraly, went to the relief of the house
and ran the Indians about ten miles. Twowomen who had been ravished
and captured by the Indians were rescued. The same day Major Doug-
lass, commanding at Fort Dodge, Kans., reported that a band of Chey-
ennes had robbed the camp of Ik, M. Wright of two horses and some
arms, and that one hundred and thirty-two horses and mules had been
run off from a Mexican train at Pawnee Fork above Cimmaron Cross-
ing.

Aungust 13, General Sully’s command, in Southern Kansas, was again
attacked, one soldier was killed and four wounded. The troops routed
the Indians, of whom ten were reported killed and twelve wounded.

Auguss 14, at Granny Oreek, on the Republican, a honse was plun-
dered and burned, one person killed, one wounded awd oneé woman out-
raged and eaptured. The same day near I'ort Zarah, Kansas, Indians
ran oft twenty mules, which were recaptured by the troops. One man
- was wounded, one Indian reported killed and five wonnded.

August 18, Indians attacked atrain on Pawnec Fork, Kansas, and
kept it corrailed for two days, but were unable to capture it.  Cavalry
from IFFort Dodge arrived and dispersed the Indians who veturned to the
attack the same night, but were again repulsed. TFive men were
wounded ; the Indian loss, estimated, was five killed and ten wounded.
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August 19, a party of wood choppers on Twin Butte Creek, were at-
tacked by about thirty Indians, three killed and nine cut off, as reported
by Lieut. G. Lewis, Fifth Infantry, on Augnst 23. All the animals
(twenty-five) were driven off, and Mr. Jones, the contractor, chased,
though making his escape by abandoning his horse and conce: thnn lum-
self amongst some frees in a ravine.

August 22, Indians ran off twelve head of stock from the town of
Sheridan, Kans.

Au“'ubt 23, the stage to Cheyenne Wells had to return, being chased
by thirty Indians four miles. The same day Captain Bankhead, Fifth
Infantry, commanding TFort Wallace, Kans., reported the Denver stage
eoach attacked by Indians, between Pond Creek and Lalke Station 5 also
that Comstock’s ranch was attacked on the night of August 20; two
men were killed and the others living there driven into Pond (Ae.ck, one
man being mortally wounded and dying at Tort Wallace on the night
of Augnst 21, Tn Northern Texas, eight persons were killed and three
hundred head of stoek cattle captured. At Bent’s Fort, on the Avkan-

sas, fifteen horses and muales and four head of eattle were also run off.

August 24, in the vieinity of Benl’s Fort, three stage coaches and one
wagon train were attacked.

August 25, Indians killed a herder, near Fort Dodge, Kans., and Act-
ing Governor Hall, of Colorado, reported a band of two hundred In-
dians devastating Southern Colorado.

Augnst 27, Captain Bankhead, Fifth Infantry, ('()mnmmhnf' Forg
Wallace, reported that a band of thirteen Indians killed a citizen, named
Woodworth, between TFort Lyon and the town of Sheridan; another
citizeén, named William MeCarty, was killed on the 23d, near Lake Sta-
tion, Colo. Thirty Indians attacked the stage near Cheyenne Wells,
and would have captured it but for the stout resistance of the escort.
A Dbody of about two hundred and ﬁt‘ry Indians also threatened the
train of Captain Butler, Fifth Infantry, causing him to return to Big
Springs. Acting Govclnor Iall, of (jolorado, again telegraphed that
Arapahoes were killing settlers and destroying ranches in all directions.
Licut. T. H. Beecher, Third Infantry, reported two experienced govern-
ment scouts, named Comstock and Grover, attacked by Indians profess-
ing friendship. Both were shot in the back, Comstock instantly killed ;
but, by lying on the ground and makiog a defense of Comstock’s body,
Grover kept off the Indians till night and made his escape.

August 28, near Kiowa Station, Indians killed three men and drove
off fifty hes ul of stoek. Mr. Stickney, the station keeper, whilst with
one man in a wagon, was attacked and wounded. The sergeant at
Yake Station reported two employés driven in there and the station
keeper and stock tender at Reed’s Springs driven off.

August 29, Captain Penrose, Third Infantry, commanding Fort Lyon,
reported a tr:mn of thirteen wagons attacked by Indians, eighteen miles
from the Arkansas River, the oxen killed, and the train destroyed ; the
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men in charge, twenty-one in number, escaping in the night to F
Lyon.

Aungust 31, Lieutenant Reily, Fifth Infantry, reported Indians 1
Tun off two hundred horses and forty cattle from the stage eompan
station at Kiowa Creek.

September 1, near Lake Station, J. H. Jones, stage agent, repor
a woman and a child killed and scalped, and thirty head of stock 1
off by Indians; at Reed’s Springs, three persons were killed and thi
wounded ; at Spanish Tort, Texas, four persons were murdered, eig
scalped, fifteen horses and wmules run off, and three women ontrage
one of these three women was outraged by thirteen Indians, who aft
wards killed and scalped her and then killed her four little children,

September 2, on Little Coon Creek, Kaunsas, a wagon, guarded
four soldiers, commanded by Sergeant Dittoe, Company A, Third 1
fantry, were attacked by about forty Indians, Three of the men we
badly wounded ; three Indians were killed and one wounded. One
the men bravely volunteered to go to Fort Dodge for help, which ever
ually arrived, under command of Lieutenant Wallace, Third Infanty

September 4, Major Tilford, Seventh Cavalry, commanding Fort Re
nolds, Colo., reported four persons killed the day before near Colora
City. A large body of Indians also attacked the station at Hug
Springs, but were repulsed by the guards.

September 5, Indians drove off five head of stock from Hugo Spring
and then went off and burned Willow Springs Station,

September 6 and 7, twenty-five persons were killed in Colorado, an
on the 7th, Hon. Schuyler Coltax telegraphed: ¢ Hostile Indians hav
been striking simultaneously at isolated settlements in Colorado for
eircuit of over two hundred miles.” )

SBeptember 8, Captain Bankbead, Fifth Infantry, commanding For
Wallace, reported about twenty-five Indians had killed and scalped tw
citizens near Sheridan, and also drove off seventy-six horses and mule
from Clark’s train on Turkey Creek.

Lientenant Wallingford, Seventh Cavalry, was sent to assist a wooc
train of thirty-five wagons and fifty men, attacked at Cimmaron Cross
ing, who had been fighting four days. They had two men and twe
horses killed, seventy-five head of cattle run off, and many mules
wounded. Tive miles farther west the remains of another train of ter
wagons captured and burned were found ; fifteen men with this trair
were burned to death by the Indians.

September 9, between Fort Wallace and Sheridan, Kans., Indians
burned a ranch and killed six persons. The same ranch was also burned
two weeks before and had been rebuilt.

September 10, Indians raided settlements on Purgatoire River.
Troops from Fort Lyon, under Captain Penrose, Third Infantry, pur-
sued rapidly, overtook the Indians on Rule Creek, Colorado, and killed
four, recovering twelve head of stolen stock. Two soldiers were killed
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and one wounded, and five horses died from exhaustion in the chase.
The same day Captain Butler, Fifth Infantry, Fort Wallace, reported
the stage fired into by Indians, four miles east of Lake Station.

September 11, eighty-one head of stock cattle, belonging to Clarke
& Co., hay contractors, were run oftf from Liake Creek.

September 12, General Nichols, traveling to Fort Reynolds, was
attacked by Tudians, who were driven off by the guard. They then ran
off cighty-five head of stock belonging to Thompson and McGee, near
Bent’s old fort, and made a raid on a house at Point of Rocks, running
off four head of stock there.

Between September 11 and 15, the column commanded by Lieut. Col.
Alfred Sully, Third Infantry, consisting of Troops A, B, G, D, E, I, G,
I, and K, Seventh Cavalry, and Company F, Third Infantry, had a se-
ries of fights with Indians. Three soldiers werekilled and five wounded.
the total Indian loss was reported as twenty-two killed and twelve
wonnded. .

September 13, on Big Sandy Creck, Colorado, Troop I, Terith Cav-
alry, commanded by Ciptain Graham, were attacked by about one hun-
dred Indians, and seven soldiers were wounded. Eleven Indians were
reported killed and fourteen wounded. '

September 17, Ellis Station, Kans., was burned and one man killed.
The settlements on Saline River, Kansas, were again raided by Indians,
who were attacked, driven off, and pursued by a detachment of Seventh
Cavalry, three soldiers being wounded; the Indian loss, estimated,
was three killed and five wounded. Three miles fromn Ifort Bascom,
New Mexico, Indians alsokilled aherder and ran off thirty mules ; troops
from the post pursued the Indians for one hundred and twenty-five
miles, but could not overtake them.

Brevet Col. . A. Forsyth, with his company of fifty sconts, took
the trail of a party of Indians who had committed depredations near
Sheridan City, and followed it to the Arickaree I'orkk of the Repub-
lican River, where he was attacked, on the 17th of September, by about
seven hundred Indians, and after a very gallant fight repulsed the sav-
ages, inflicting a loss on them of thirty-five killed and many wounded.
In the engagement Lieut. F. H. Beecher and Surgeon Moore were
killed, Forsyth twiee wounded, and four of his scouts killed and fif-
teen wounded, the command existing on horseflesh only for a period
of eight days. The gallantry displayed by this brave little command is
worthy of the highest commendation, but it was only in keeping with
the churaeter of the two gallant officers in command of if, Brevet Col.
G. A. Forsyth, and Lieut. Frederick H. Beecher. While the command
was beleaguered, two scouts stole through the Indian lines and brought
word to Fort Wallace of its perilous situation. DBrevet Col. H. C.
Bankhead, captain Fifth Infantry, commanding Fort Wallace, with the
most commendable energy starfed to its relief with one hundred men
from that point and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Carpenter’s company
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of the Tenth Cavalry, reaching Forsyth on the morning of the 25t
September. Upon receipt by telegraph and couriers, of the new
Forsyth’s desperate situation, a column of troops under General B!
ley, from the Department of the Platte, then in the field in the vieh
of the Republican River, also pushed hard for the scene of his fif
to lend assistance, arriving almost simultaneously with the relief

umn of Colonel Bankhead from Fort Wallace, Kans.

September 19, Captain Bankhead, Fifth Infantry, Fort Wallace,
ported a body of fittcen Indians had fired into the Mexican ranch, £
miles east of Big Timber, Kans.

September 29, on Sharp's Creek, Indians attacked ahiouse, captur
Mr. Bassett, his wife and child. They burned the house, killed 1
Bassett, and after carrying off Mrs, Bassett, with her baby only two d:
old, finding her too weak to travel, they outraged her, stripped ]
naked, and left her with her infant to perish on the prairie.

October 2, General Hazen reported an attack on Fort Zarah by abe
one huadred Indians, who were, however, driven off. They then
tacked a provision train, killed a teamster and stole the mules from fo
teams, after which they attacked arauch,eight miles distant, and drao
off one hundred and sixty head of stock. General Sully also report
an attack by Indians on a train between Fort Larned and Fort Dodg
three citizens weve kitled, three wounded, and over fifty mules run ¢

October 4, Major Ionglass reported that Indians had wounded a Me:
can at Lime-Kiln; also thattheybad attackedatrain on the road, kill
two men, wounded two, destroyed stores, and ran off stock, whilst als
at Asher Creek settlement, Indians ran off seven head of horses ay
mules.

October 10, eight Lorses and mules were run off from Fort Zara
as reported by Lieutenant Kaiser, Third Infantry.

October 11, Captain Penrose, Third Infantry, reported three hundre
Indians on the Purgatoirve, on October 7, and that they had killed
Mexican and run off thirty-cight head of stock.

October 12, Licutenant Belger, Third Infantry, reported a party «
Indians near Ellsworth, Kans., where they killed one wman and sever:
were missing, '

October 13, a house at Brown’s Creek was attacked.

October 14, Indians attacked camp of Tifth Cavalry on Prairie Do,
Creek, Kansas., Of Troop L, Fifth Cavalry, one man was killed an
one wounded, The Indians also ran off twenty-six cavalry horses. Or
the samne day Captain Penrose, Third Infantvy, veported that Indians hag
attacked atrain on Sand Creels, Colorado. Led by “Satanta,” ehiefofth
Kiowas, they ran off the eattle, and captured 2 Mrs. Blinn and he
child,  These prisoners were afterwards eruelly murdered by the Indians
in General Custer’s attack on ¢ Black Kettle’s ? camp, November 27,

October 13, on Fisher and Yocuey Oreeks, a house was attacked
four persons killed, one wounded, and one woman captured.
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October 18, on yc aver Creek, Kansas, Troops H, I, and M, Tenth
Cavalry, (J‘IPT 1,. ¥L. Carpenter commanding, had a fight with a large
body of Indians, in which three soldiers were wounded und ten Indians

killed.
October 23, at Fort Zavah two persons were killed by Indians, who

sustained a loss of two killed.

Ociober 23 and 26, & cohunn consisting of Troops A, B, ¥, H, I, T,
and M, Fifth Cavalry, and a company of scouts, under Maj. L. A, Carr,
Fifth Cavalry, had @ fight with alarge body of Indians on Beaver (;[(‘(‘](,
Kansas. One goldier was wmmdod~ the Indians had thirty kxllul, a

Iﬂ‘l‘lilucl N
mostly kﬂ]ed bggl(leb a ldrf"z ummm t of Gmnp equipag

October 26, near Central City, N. Mex,, three utl/vm were killed by
Indians.

October 30, in an attack on Grinnell Station, Kans., one Indian was
wounded.

November 7, onn Coon Creek, Kansas, the stage was attacked and a
horse captured by Endians.

November 15, - squadron of the Seventh Cavalry struck a party of
Indians one hundred and forty miles from Fort Harker and pursued
them for ten miles ; Indian losy, estimated, was five wounded.

November 17, Indians attacked a train seven miles from Fort Ilar-
ker and ran off about one hundred and fifty mules.

November 18, Indians killed two government sconts, seven miles
from FFort Hays, Kans., and captured their horses.

November 19, on Little Coon Creek, Kansas, one person was murdered
and five Indians IKkilled. The same day near Fort Dodge, one white
person and two Indians were killed. In the same viecinity a detach-
ment of Troop A, Tenth Cavalry, under Sergeant Wilson, had a fight
in which two lndmns were killed.  Tndians also attempted to stampede
the beet contractor’s herd, half a mile from Fort Dodge, Kaus.; Licut,
Q. Campbell, Fifth I'nfantry, with companies A and I, Third Infautry,
and adetachment of Fifth Infantry, pursued the Indians for seven miles,
killing four and wounding six of them. The troops had three men
wounded,

November 20, on Mulberry Creek, sonth of Fort Dodge, two govern-
ment scouts, named Marshall and Davis, were killed by Indians.

November 25, in the Indian Territory, twenty horses and mules were
stolen and two Indians killed.

In addition to the foregoing murders and outrages, the following
were reported by Acting Indian Agent S. T. Walkley, and P. Me-
Cusker, United States interpreter, all occurring in Northern Texas :

January, 1868, twenty-five persons were killed, nine scalped, and
fourteen ehlldren captured; the latter were afterwards frozen to death
whilst in captivity. Iy I‘el)rualy, seven were killed, fifty horses and
mules stolen, and five children captured; two of the latter were sur-
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rendered o Colonel Leavenworth, and the remaining
Kansas. In May, three Louses were attacked, plundered, an to
In June, one person was killed, and three children l)BlOllg“"g g
McElroy captured ; while in July, on the Brazos River, Texs ba}—'”
persons were killed. In nearly all these instances, the most savag < -

i chariti y ate vietims
horrible barbarities were perpetrated upon the unfortunate i
the Indians. ‘

So boldly had thig system of murder and robbery been (;zn'l“ledi ‘:
that, since June, 1862, not less than eight hundred persons had )f!
murdered, the Indians escaping from the troops by traveling at nigi
when their trail could not be followed, thus gaining enough time a¥
distance to render pursuit, in most cases, fruitless, This wholes#
marauding would e maintained during the seasons when the India
ponies could subsist upon the grass, and then in the winter, the savass
wounld hide away, with their villages, in remote and isolated places, t
live upon their plunder, glory in the scalps taken, and in the horrl bl
debasement of thre. unfortunate women whom they held as 1’)1'150119..1':
The experience of many years of this character of depredations, wit
perfect immunity to themselves and families, had made the Indian
very bold. To disabuse their minds of the idea that they were secar
from punishment, and to strike them at a period when they were help
less to move their stock and villages, a winter campaign was projectes
against the large bands hiding away in the Indian Territory.

General Getty, commanding the District of New Mexico, was directex
to send out & column from Fort Bascom, N, Mex.; this was commandetd
by Brevet Lieut. Col. A, W. Evans, Third Cavalry. Another wiu
started out from TFort Lyon, Colo,, under General E, A. Carr 3 whilst ¢
third, and the Iargest, consisting of eleven troops of the Seventh Cav
alry, under General Custer, and tweive companies of Kansas volunteoer
cavalry, together with severalcompanies of the Third and Fifth Infantry,
was organized, at Ifort Dodge, Kans,, under command of General
Sully. The last named expedition established “Camp Supply ” in the
Indian Territory, whither the department commander, General Sheri-
dan, proceeded in person to supervise operations during this experi-
mental campaign. )

General Sheridan personally accompanied the main colnomn from
Camp Supply to Fort. Cobb, directing all of its operations as well ag
those of the columns from Fort Lyon, under General Carr, and from
Fort Bascom, under Colonel Evans, until the final surrender of the In-
dians and the close of the winter’s campaign,

The objects of the winter's operations were to strike the Indians o
hard blow and foree them onto the reservations set apart fox them ; or
if this could not be accomplished, to show to the Indian that the Winte;
season would not give hith rests thathe, with his villages and stock,
could be destroyed ; that he }umm lave no seeurity, winter op su’mmex.’
except in obeying the laws of peace and humanity, *

three taken
d burnt

N
f'o
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The plan of operations to accomplish these purposes was to allow the
small column from Fort Bascom, counsisting of six troops of cavalry,
two companies of infantry, and four mountain howitzers, aggregating
five hundred and sixty-three men, operate along the main Canadian,
establishing a depot at Monument Creek, and remaining out as long as
it could be supplied, at least until some time in January ; the colamn
of Gieneral Carr, seven troops of the Tifth Cavalry, to unite with a force
under Captain Penrose, then out, composed of one troop of the Sev-
enth and four of the Tenth Cavalry, establish a depot on the headwa-
ters of the North Canadian, and operate south towards the Antelope
Hills and headwaters of Red River. These columns were really beaters
in and were not expected to accomplish mueh. The main column from
“ Camp Supply ” was expected to strike the Indians, either on the head-
waters of the Washita, or still farther south on the branches of Red
River.

November 26, General Custer struck the trail of a war party, com-
posed of ¢ Black Kettle’s” band of Cheyennes, with other Cheyenncs
and Arapahoes. They had been north, had killed the mail carriers be-
tween Dodge and Larned, also an old hunter at Dodge, and two ex-
pressmen sent back by General Sheridan with letters.  As soon as Cus-
ter struck the trail he corra'ed his wagons,left a small escort with them,
and followed the Indian trail, which was very fresh and well marked in
the deep snow, until it led into Black Kettle’s village on the Washita.
The next morning, before daylight, the Osage Indian trailers discov-
ered the village of the Indians, and notified Custer, who at once made
the most admirable dispositions for its attack and capture. At dawna
charge was made, the village captured and burned, eight hundred
horses or ponies shot, in accordance with positive orders, one hundred,
and three warriors killed, and fifty-three squaws and children captured.

Whilst this work was going on, all the Indians for a distance of tit-
teen miles down the Washita collected and attacked Custer; these
Tndians were Cheyennes, Comanches, Kiowas, and Apaches; they were
driven down the stream for a distance of four or five miles, when, as
night was approaching, Custer withdrew and returned to a small train
of provisions which he had directed to follow up his movements. Our
loss in the attack at the village was Capt. Louis M. Hamilton and
- three men killed, with three officers and eleven men wounded. Untor-
tunately, Major Elliott, of the Seventh Cavalry, a very gallant and
prowising young officer, seeing some of the young boys escape, fol-
lowed, with the sergeant major and fifteen men,to capture and bring
them in; after securing them, and while on their way back to the regi- -
ment, Elliott’s party were surrounded and killed. Tt ocenrred iu this
way : Blliott followed the boys shortly after the attack on the village,
taking a course due south and nearly at right angles to the Washita
River. After traveling south a mile and a half from the village a very
small branch of the Washita was erossed and an open prairie reached ;
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s . gy, Lele
on this prairie tye boys were captured and were being brought

. \ ) o » 1€
when the party was attacked by Indians from below, numberin & L
" T . Jz W
one thousand +o fifteen hundred. Elliott fonght his way back t© .y
L wh

the small creclc Brefore named autil within rifle range of the creelkls o
he was stopped by Indians who had taken position in the ped ot 1
creek and piclied off his men, who formed a little eirele, around 7.“’1”'
their dead ana horribly mutilated bodies were found.  No one ot tho
back With the regiment knew of Elliott's party having followed the L
dian boys; no one heard the report of their guns awl no one Ko
their exact fhte unril they were discovered afterwards, gavagely 1t
lated almost Hoxond recognition. .
General Custer, after destroying the village and driving the Incliatr
some four or five miles down the Washita, returned, as before 11¢
tioned, to the Crain of supplies which he had directed to follow lrirr, a1
next day started back to Camp Supply with his prisoners, where L
arrived on the 1st of December.
The blow thiat Custer had struck was a hard one, and fell on th
guiltiest of all the bands, that of Black Kettle. It was this band, wit
others, that, withoui proveeation, had massacred the settlers oiv th
Saline and Solomion, and perpetrated cruelties too fiendish for recital.
In his camp were found numerous articies recognized as the propert]
of the unfortun=ate vietims of the butchevies before deseribed 3 also
blank book with Indian illustrations of the various deviltries they hae
- perpetrated.  They had spared neither age nor sex; in all instanee

ravishing the women, sometimes forty or fifty times, and while inscn
- sible from brutality and exhaustion, forced sticks ap their persons.  Or
one oceasion a savage drew a saber and used it in the same barbaro:
manner upon the person of (he wretched woman who had fallers inte
his hands.

With the cdpture and destruction of Black Kettle’s village, the worlk
of the expedition was not complete.  Althongh the weather was *bitter
cold, the thermometer 182 helow zero, with blinding suow storms rag-
ing, the colummn pressed on, digging and bridging ravines for the yras-
sage of the train. This was continued until the evening of Decem ber
16, when the wvicinity of the Indians was again reached. They were
mostly Kiowas and did not dreamn that soldiers could operate against
them in such awful weather. Completely taken by surprise, they-
agreed that all the \':11'1.101‘5 should join the column and march with {t
to Fort Cobb, while their villages moved to the same point. This was
only a decoy, lrowever, to save themselves from attack; for all slippea
off, excepting the liead chiels Satanta and Lone Wolf, whom Custer had
been ordered to arrest. When the column reached Fort Cobb, it wag
found that the villages, instead of moving there, were alveady near] A ;J
hundred miles distant, hurrying in the opposite dirvection. Ord(er;
were immediately issued for the execation of the chiefs Satante, ELIAI(AI
Lone Wolf, unless the villages should deliver themselves up at Fort
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north to the Republican, where they joined a party of Sioux, wh
the 13th of May, 1869, were attacked by General Carr and defi
with heavy loss; whereupon, the whole tribe moved into Camp Su

‘Whilst the Arapahoes and Cheyennes were negotiating for surre)
the Quebhada, or Staked Plains Comanches, sent a delegation to
Bascom, offering to surrender themselves, expecting, perhaps, to ot
better terms there than had been offered them already; but Ge
Getty arrested the delegation, which was ordered to Fort Leavenw
and finally returned to their people upon condition that they woul
deliver themselves up on the reservation at Medicine Bluff or at
Sill.  This they complied with, and so were fulfilled all the objects
in wview at the commencement of the winter’s campaign, viz, pm
ment inflicted, property destroyed, the Indians convinced that wi
would no longer bring them security, and most of the tribes sout
the TPlatte forced upon the reservations set apart for them by
government,

In all, from March 2, 1868, to hebruary 9, 1869, there were offici
reported in phe Department of the Missouri three hundred and f
three officers, soldiers, and citizens killed, wounded, or captured by
dians. Of the Indians there were reported, officially, three hunc
and nineteen killed, two hundred aud eighty-nine wounded, and fi
three captured. The numbers of the Indians who surrendered at
various points mentioned were not officially ascertained with accur:
but they amounted to about twelve thousand.
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Whilst the majority of the Indians who had been devastating the
lines of the Arkansas, the Smoky Hill, and the southern tributaries of
the Republican were now upon reservations, depredating continued in
various localities, and engagements with Indians were constantly re-
ported.

Jannary 28, among the settlements on the Solomon River, a scouting
party of the Seventh Cavalry had two men wounded, six Indiaus being
reported killed and ten wounded.

January 29, on Mulberry Creek, Kansas, a detachment of cavalry
under Capt. Edward Byrne, Tenth Cavalry, had a fight in which two
men were wounded and six Indians killed.

February 7, troops from Fort Selden, N. Mex., pursued Indians who
had stolen stock three miles from that post, but the maranders escaped
into the mountains before they could be overtaken.

March 9, near Fort Harker, IKans,, Indians with stolen stock were
overtaken by troops, five Indians captured and all the stock recovered.

March 17, near Fort Bayard, N. Mex., Apachces committed some mur-
ders and depredations. Troops pursued them hotly to their village
which, with its contents, was burned and five Indians wounded; no
casualties to the troops.

April 7,0on the Musselshell River, Montana, detachments of Companies
D, F, and G, Thirteenth Infantry, commanded by Capt. B. W. Clift,
Thirteenth Infantry, had a fight in which nine Indians were killed ; one
soldier was killed and two wounded.

April 16, near Fort Wallace, Kans., Indians attacked and chased
an officer and his eseort into the post, but without casualtics on either
side.

April 20, in the Department of the Missouri, troops pursued marand-
ing Indians,—locality not stated—wounded three Indians, burned their
camp and recovered fifty head of stolen stock.

April 22, in Sangre Cafion, New Mexico, a cavalry scouting party
overtook a band of hostile Indians, wounding five of them, and recover-
ing nipetecn horses and a stolen check for $500.

May 2, near San Augustine, N. Mex., Indians ambushed a train
guarded by soldiers, and made a desperate but unsuccessful effort to
capture it. Two soldiers were killed and four wounded; five Indians
were killed and ten reported wounded.

May 10, at Fort Hays, Kans., Indian prisoners made a murderous as-
sault with knives upon their guards, mortally wounding the sergeant

in charge, but were overpowered,
{19)
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found severd 5 8 ! ‘ v
upon the Republican River, not far from the scene of Forsyth’s seve
fight the preceding September,

July 5, three troops of the Iifth Cavalry, and one company of Pa
nee scouts, from this columu, under the command of Maj. W. B. Ro
all, Fifth Cavalry, struck a warparty, not far north of the Republica
kilied three, wounded several, and the balance escaped ; 1
tnrned to the camp of the main column on the Republican.

July 8, a detachment of four men, Troop M, Fifth Cavalry, in con
ing back tothe camp of General Carr's command, were attacked by Iy
dians; Corporal Kyle, in charge of this party, made a very gallant de
fense, wounding two of the Indians and succeeding in reaching th
camp. A dash was made into the camp about midnight by Indians a
tempting to stampede the herd; one of the Pawnee sentinels wa
wounded but the Indians were driven off without other loss to the com
mand. The next day the trail of the Indians was pursued rapidly, the
wagons dropped with an escort; and on

July 11, the main village was completely surprised on % Summii
Springs,” a small tributary of the South Platte, in Colorado. Sever
troops of the Fifth Cavalry and three companies of mounted Pawnee
seouts charged the village which, with its contents, was captured and
burned.  Fifty-two Indians were killed, an ankoown number wounded,
and seventeen captured, among the killed being ¢ Tall Bull,” the chiet
of the band.  Two hundred and seventy-four horses, one hundred and
forty-four mules, quantities of arms and ammunition aud about $1,500
in United States moitey, were among the more important items of the
extensive captures. 5o perfect'was the surprise and so swiftthe charge
gver a distance of several miltes, that the Indians conld do little but
spring upon their ponjes and fly, and the casualties to the troops were
only one soldier wounded, one horse shiot, and twelve horses killed by
the hot and exhausting charge.  In the Indian camp were two unfor-
tungte white women captives from the Kantsas settlements, a Mrs, Al-
derdice aud a Mrs, Wiechell.  The former had a baby whom the Indians
had strangled,  After enduring the saddest misevies, whilst prisoners,
at the very moment of rescue by the troops, both women were shot by
the Indians.  Mrs, Alderdice was found dead with her skull erasbed in;
Mrs. Wiechell was shot in the breast, but the bullet was extracted from
her baek Ly the surgeon, Dr. Tesson,  Mrs. Alderdice was laid in a
arave dug where she perished, the troops assembled and the burial

serviee vead over her by an ofticer. With such care as the troops conld af-
ford Mrs. Wiechell whilst on the march, she was earried to Fort Sedg- -
wiek, Colo,, where she eventually recovered, the soldiers turning over
the vapturned money to this unhappy woman who had seen her husband
mrrdered and mutilated, her home and friends destroyed and had her-
sv}t', aceording to her own pititul and broken story, been the vietim of
miseries almost too awful for deseription.

July 10 to July 17, in New Mexico, upon the stage route the coaches
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were attacked three times in one week, the Indjans capturing all the
mails, robbing the passengers, and killing ten persons in all.

Jualy 25, troops struck the trail of hostile Indians near Fort Stanton,
N. Mex., pursued the savages to their village, totally destroyed it, and
recaptured three stolen mules, the Indians escaping amongst the caflons;
no casualties,

“July 27, troops pursued a band of Indians who had committed dep-
redations in New Mexico, overtaking and charging the savages, wound-
ing three of them, eapturing three Indian ponies, and recovering some
stolen stoek.

Angnse 2, the column of the Fifth Cavalry with three companies of
Pawnee seouts, which had struek Tall Bull’s eamp at Swnmit Springs,
July 11, having refitted at Fort Sedgwick, Colo., started out again,
windder command of Colonel Royall, Fifth Cavalry, torhant for the Indi-
ans who liad escaped from that fight. Just as the column was about
camping, after its first day’s marely, sonth of Fort Sedgwick, the Indi-
ans were struck, but escaped as night fell.  The pursuit was taken up
next morning and the trail hotly followed {or two hundred and twenty-
five miles, to north of the Niobrara River, Duakota, where the chase had
to be abandoned, the country being almost impassable, even without
the train, and the horses of the cavalry being cowmpletely worn out.
The Indians abandoned large quantities of camp equipage, which
were destroyed, two mules and forty horses and pouies being captured
Dy the command.

August 3, at Fort Stevenson, Dak., Indians attempted to stampede
the herd, but were defeated and pursued by the garrison, the Indians
losing one horse ; no casualties to the troops.

Angust 9, Indians destroyed one hundred and fifty yards of the tele.
graph line at Grinpell Station, Kavs., but were {rightened off’ by the
military guard at the station,

Angust 13, newr San Auneastine Pass, New Mexico, Troops 1" and H,
Third Cavalry, nuder Capt. 17, Stanwood, Third Cavalry, had a fight, of
which no details ave given,

August 19, Colonel De 'l"'rohrin‘ml, Thirteenth Intantry, commanding
Fort Shaw, Mout., reported an attack by Piegan Indians upon a gov-
ernment irain from Camp Cooke; also the murder of a citizen named
Clarke and the wounding of his son, near Ielena, Mont. The team-
stevs with the train in the fight which took place on Eagle Creek killed
four and wounded two Indians, losing one man killed and twenty oxen.
Subsequently hostilities were carried on at different peints in the vicin-
ity, cattle carried off and white men murdered, the hostiles appearing
to be Bloods, Blackfeet, and Piegaus.

Aungust 21, Indians attacked Coyote Station, Kans., but were re-
pulsed by the military guard there; no casualties.

September 3, troops from Fort Stanton, N, Mex., pursued and routed
a band of hostile Indians, of whom it was estimated three were killed
and seven wonnded.  The troops had two men wdinded,
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Septmnber 12, near Laramie Peak, Wyoming, an escort to a train b
a fight, in which one soldier was killed and one wounded.

September 14, near Little Wind River, Wyoming, Mr. James Can
and Private John Holt, Company K, Seventh Infantry, weve killed ne:
the Suake reservation, On Popoagie River, Wyoming, a detachme)
of Troop D, Second Cavalry, under Lientenant Stambaugh, had a figh
in wlich two soldiers werekilled.  Two Indians were killed, ten wounde
and one Indian pony captured.

Septentber 13, near Whisky Gap, Wyoming, o detachment of Con
pany B, Fourth Infantry, under Licut, J. . 8pencer, had a fight wit
about three hundred Indians, one soldier being captured aund doubtles

. killed.

September 17,on Twin Creek, Wyoming, the United States mail escor
had a fight with Indians.  Near Fort Stanton, N. Mex., Indians ran of
steck, were pursued, theiv village destroyed,;and three Tndians woanded
no casualties to treops.

At Point of Rocks, Wyo., a stage was attacked and the driver killed.
On Twin Creek, another escort party to the United States mail were
attacked and driven into the monntains,

September 20, troops from Fort Baseom, N. Mex., pursted a band of
Indians to the mountains, where they escaped with loss ot wmmeh of
their plunder.

September 23, iroops from Fort Cummings, N, Mex,, pursued ma-
rauding Indiung, and after » long chase, recaptured thirty stolen horses.

September 24, Indians raided Mexican ranches near Fort Bayard, N.
Mex. Troops followed the Indians to their village in the mountains,
destroyed it with its contents, and wonnded three Indians ; no casnal-
ties to the troops. .

September 26, troops pursued & band of marauding Indians to their
village in the San Francisco Mountains, New Mexico, burned it, wounded
two Indians, andrecovered somestolen sheep; no casualtiesto troops. The
same day, on Prawie Dog Oreek, Kansas, a eolumn, consisting of Troops
B, C, I, L, and M, Fifth Cavalry, Troops B, C, and M, Sceond Cavalry..
and two companies of Pawnee scouts, all under command of General
Duncan, was about encamping after a loug day’s march, when the ad-
vance guard of twenty cavalrymen, commanded by Lientenant Vobimar,
Fifth Cavalry, struek a band of Tndians whieh attempted to cut off
Major North and the chief scout and guide, William Cody. The de-
tachment charged the Indiaus and purswed thew to their village, which
was hastily abandoned.  Some of the Pawnee seouts joined in the
¢hase, but night eame on and the Indians eseaped.  One Indian was
Izilled, one captoved, and seven animals killed and eaptured, together
weith the entive villuge, consisting of fifty-six lodges, which, with their
contents, were destroyed on the following day. A portion of the col
T l.mn pursued tor several days, but the Tndians made no camp for ninety
trailes, and the chase was abandoned.  I'rom an Indian prisoner it was

Asseertained that the band were all Sionx, under Pawnees Killer and
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Whistler, both of whom had escaped from the Sununit Springs fight, on
July 11, Some snrveyor’s instruments were also found in the Indian
camp, and identified as belonging to Mr. Nelson Buck’s surveying party,
consisting ol about twelve persons, all of whom had been recently mur-
dered, and their eamp destroyed, not far from the seene of the fight of
September 26, The band had come from the north about three months
before, and had attacked another surveying party about twenty miles
south of the Platte, on August 27, In their flight from the village, the
prisoner stated that the Dband, numbering o hundred warriors, besides
wonen and children, had abandoned everything but their arms and ani-
mals, and had agreed not to stop until they reached the Sioux reserva-
tion north of the Platte. .

September 29, Indians committed murders and depredations near
TFort Bayard, N. Mex. Troops from the post pursued the Indians for
a week, destroyed their village and contents, killed three and wonnded
three Indians and captured three horses.  One soldier was wounded in
the fight.

Ociober 15, troops pursued a baud of Indians to the Mogollon Moun-
taing, New Mexico, and recaptured thirty stolen horses.

October 23, troops pursued a band of Indians to the Miembres Mouu-
tains, New Mexico, where they overtook and defeated them, killing
three, wounding three, and capturing three ponies and some supplies;
one soldier was wounded.

November 2, near Fort Sill, Ind. T., troops recovered a white captive
from a band of Indians.

November 18, Lieut. H. B. Cushing, Third Cavalry, with a detach-
ment of Troop IF, after & pursuit of two hundred miles, had a fighé with.
Indians in the Guadaloupe Mountains, New Mexico, in which two sol-
diers were wounded, the troops killing and wounding a number of In-
dians and recovering .most of about one hundred and fifty head of
stolen stock.

December 2, near Horse-Shoe Creek, Wyoming, about one hundred
and fifty Indians attacked the mail eseort of ten men, under Sergeant
Bahr, Company K, Fourth Infantry, proceeding from IFort Tetterman
to Fort Lavamie.  One soldier was killed, and several Iudians reported
killed and wounded. The same day and vicinity the mail escort of ten
men, it route from FPort Laramie to Fort Fetterman, was attacked and
two men wounded. k

December 15, Indians attacked Bunker Hill Station, Kans., but were
repulsed by the military guard.

December 26, in the Guadalonpe Mountains, New Mexico, a detach-
ment of Troop I, Third Cavalry, commanded by Lientenant Cushing,
had a fight, in which Lieut. Franklin Yeaton, Third Cavalry, reccived
severe wounds, from the effects of which he afterwards died. The same
detachment had another fight

December 30, on Delaware Creek, New Mexico, no details of which
are given, ’ .



On the 27th of September, 1869, the Superintendent of Indian affairs
for Montana, officially reported to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
renewed depredations by Indians, supposed to be Blackfeet, near He-
lena, Mont. A citizen named James Quail, having lost a qnantity of
horses and males, went to hunt for them. Iis body was found pierced
with arrows and horribly mutilated. Nine Indiaus were seen, a few
days before, driving off stock from that direction, and within the pre-
ceding two months over four hundred horses and mules had been stolen.
These papers were all referred by the War Department to the division
commander for action, and it was resolved, as soon as winter should set
in, and the Indians be unable to move, to send-a force from Fort Lllis
or Fort Shaw and strike them a hard blow. The projeet for punishing
this band, numbering about fifteen hundred (men, women, and children),
having bm.n approved by the War Departinent, on Ja‘nudry 19, a col-
umn, consisting of Troops I', G, H, and I, Second Cavalry, and a de-
tachiment ot about fifty-tive mounted infantry, under Brevet Col, E. M.
Baker, Sccond Cavalry, left Fort Shaw, Mont., to strike the Piegan
camp of ¢ Mountain Chief,” on the Marias River, Montana.

January 23, after a seeret night march, the column completely sur-
prised the camps of “ Bear Chief” and “ Big Horn,” killing one hun-
dred and seventy-three Indians, wounding twenty, capturing one hun-
dred and forty women and children, and over three hundred horses.
Leaving a detachment in the camp to destroy the property, the column
pushed down the river atter the camp of ¢ Mountain Chief,” but his
lodges were found deserted and were burned by the troops. The In-
dians scattered in evevy direction, but the weather was too severe to
puarsue them, so the column m‘m,llod for the Northwest Fur Company’s
station, arriving there on January 25.  Colonel Baker sent for the chiefs
of the Bloods, had a consultation with them, and obliged them to give
up all the stolen stock in their possession. The eolumn reached Fort
Ellis again Febreary 6, having made a march of about six hundred miles
in the coldest weather known for years in the always severe climate of
that region. In the attack on the Indian villages, the only loss to the
troops was one man killed,

Mareh 21, at Eagle Tail Station, Kans., Indians attacked a railroad
working party, but were driven off by the military guards; no casual-
ties,

April 6, on Bluft Creek, Kansas, a government train and escort were
attacked bx Indians, who were driven off with a loss of three wounded,

but one hundred (md thirty mules were stampeded.
(20)
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April 23, a railroad working party in Kansas were attacked by Iu-.
dians, who were repulsed by the military guards; no casualties.

May 4, near Miner’s Delight, Wyo., Troop D, Seeond Cavalry, Capt.
D. 3. Gordon commanding, had a severe fight with a band of Indians,
in which seven Indians were killed and one wounded. Iirst Lieut.
Charles B. Stambaugh, Second Cavalry, and ope enlisted man were
killed.

May 16, Indians made a concerted attack along the Kansas Pacific
Railroad for a distance of thirty miles, killing ten persons aud running
off about three hundred animals. A troop of cavalry pursued the In-
dians to the Republiean River, Nebraska, but without sneeess.

May 17, Sergeant Leonard and four men of Troop C, Sceond Cavalry,
were attacked by about fifty Indians, on Spring Creelk, Nebraska. The
party succeeded in driving off the Indians, wholost onekilled andseven
wounded,

stay 18, Indiang attacked Lake Station, Colo., and were pursued by
a party of cavalry, but without success,

May 21, llugo Station, Colo., wasattacked by Indians, who were, iow-
ever, repulsed.

May 28, near Camp Supply, Ind. T., Indians attacked a train, stam-
peded all the mules, and killed one man,  The same day they van oft a
guantity of stock near that post and killed another man.

May 31, Carlyle Station, Kans., was attacked by Indians; they were
repulsed by the military guard, who had two men wounded. The In-
dian loss, estimated, was three wounded. The same day, on Beaver
Creek, Kansas, a detachment of Company B, Third Infantry, under
Sergeant Marray, had a fight, in which one man was killed and one
wounded.

June I, Tugdians raided the settlemeuts on Solomon River, Kansas.
They were pursted by a troop of the Seventh Cavalry and four Indians
wounded.

June 3, the mail station at Bear Creck, Kausas, was attacked by In-
dians, who were repulsed by the military guard after a severe fight, in
which two soldiers were Kkilled and one wounded. FKive Iudians were
killed and ten wounded. At other places in the Department of the Mis-
sourd, the same day, a Mexican was killed and scalped, a traiu was at-
tacked, a teamster killed, and forty mules stampeded, and Captain
Armes, Tenth Cavalry, being separated from his escort, was attacked
and chased, but escaped.

June 6, near Fort Selden, N. Mex., the chief engineer officer, District
of New Mexico, whilst sarveying near that post, was attacked and two
mules captured. Troops from the post pursued the Indians, who, how-
ever, escaped. The same day, near Camp Supply, Ind. T., an attack
on a train was repulsed. The same night Indians again attacked this
traiu and were driven off. They also captured thirteen mules from a
citizen train near the post. Two Indians were wounded.
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June 8, near Camyp Supply, Ind. T., the United States mail escort
was attacked by Indians who were repulsed with a loss of three killed
and five wounded; one soldier was wounded. On the same road, a
government train guarded by a troop of ca alry, was attacked by In-
dians who were repulsed after a scvere fight, in which three soldiers
were wonnded. Three Indians were killed and their wounded were es-
timated at ten, Between Fort Dodge and Camp Supply, Tnd. 'L, Troops
T and H, Tenth Cavalry, commanded by Lient. Bodamer, Tenth Cav-
alry, had a fight in whieli two soldiers and three [mli:ms were wounded,
The same day Indians made an attack near Fort Med’herson, Nebu,,
were purstued by Troop I, Fifth Cavalry, under Licutenant Thomas, and
their camp attacked and destroyed, the Indiaus escaping.

June 11, near Bunker ITiH Station, Kans., cavalvy conviers carrying
dispatehes were attacked and chased into the station.  Near Camp
Sapply, Ind. T., Indians attempted to stampede the horses at the eav-
alry camp. They were pursued by Troops A, I, 1L 1, and K, Tenth
Cavalry, and Companies B, E, and 1%, d'hivd Infantry, commanded by
Licat. Col. A. D. Nelson, Third Infantry, were aftacked, six Indians
killed and ten wounded. Three soldiers were wounded and two cavalry
horses killed. Near Grinnell Station, Ians., a train escorted by cavaley
was attacked Dy Indians who were repulsedaftera tight of three hours ¢
no casualties, ‘

June 13, near Grinmell, Xans,, Indians attacked a railroad working
party but were repulsed by a detachment of eavalry; three Indians
were killed and ten wounded. ’

June 14, a battalion of Seventh Cavalry encountered a band of In-
dians on the Republican River, Kansas, The advance troop atlacked
the Indians wlo, however, escaped with a Toss of one pouy killed,

June 15, near Fort Bascom, N. Mex,, Indians plundered a rauch,
outraging, killing, and scalping a woman, and stealing five horses be-
longing to tite post trader. The Indians were fired npon by the guard,
but escaped.

June 16, on Mulberry Creck, Kansas, Indians killed three wood-
choppers, horribly mutilating their bodies.

June 21, near Carson, Colo.,, Indians attacked a Mexican train and
killed five teamstérs. Cavalry pursued next day, but without success.

June 25, near Medicine Bow, Wyo., a detachment of Troop I, Second
Cavalry, under Lieut. C. T. Hall, had » fight with Indians; no details
given,

June 27, at Pine Grove Meadow, W ¥0., a detachment of Troop A,
Second Cavalry, under Tient, R. H. Y oung, Fourth Infantry, attacked
a band of about two huadred Indians in the mountains, One soldier
was wounded and fifteen Indians reported killed. The detachment not
being strong enough to dislodge the Indians, the latter escaped.

I August, a detachment of cavalry struck a band of Indians on the
Washita River, Indian Territory, killing three and wonnding ten In-
dians. Two soldiers were killed and five wounded,

LY
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October 6, near Looking Glass Creek, Nebraska, Troop K, Second
Cavaley, Capt. J. Bgan, had a fight in which one Tndian was killed.

October 16, in the Guadaloupe Mountains, New Mexico, Troop 1B,
Eighth Cavalry, Capt. Wi McCleave had a fight in whichk one Indian
was killed and eight captured.

October 30, eighteen miles from Fort Stanton, N. Mex., Indians stam-
peded fifty-nine mules from o train,  Cavalry pursued for two hundred
and fifty-five wiles, destroyed the Indian village, recovered the mules,
and captured three squaws. ‘ i

November 10, near Carson, Colo., Indians stampeded sixty-cight-
wles from a Mexican train.

November 18, Indians attacked Lowell Station, Kans., and killed one
mat. v

November , in the Gadaloupe Mountains, New Mexico, a detach-
ment of Troop A, Eighth Cavalry, under Licut. Pendleton Huuter, cap-
tured nine Indians. ‘ ’

b
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February 17, near Fort Bayard, N. Mex., Indians raided the ranches,
murdered the settlers, and ran oft stoek. Troops pursued fhe Indians to
the mountains, burned their village, destroyed its (,ontents, and re-

covered many of the stolen animals, One soldier was Killed and two
of the Indians fourteen were reported killed and twenty

wounded.
February 26, near Grinnell, Kans., Indians attacked a hunter’s camp,
burned it, and ran off the stock. .
March 18, near Fort Dodge, Kans,, indians made repeated aitacks
e

vain  thran 1
reill, willcd 1

ounded in the various atfacks.
April 30, Apache Indians from Arizona depredated in Colorado and

killed, altogether, twenty persons.

Mayd Apaches committed depredations near Fort Selden, N. Mex.
A Lo o aneralogs mrrngrrad-Ftham fan fvon harnduad and atohto milaga Taeé
Fa v blUUp UL Vayv a;u‘y PULBULCU LUCUL UL UWU BUIIHLOU @il Tigiivy 16l 3 v
withont siecess.

May 3, near Cimmaren, N. Mex., Indians raided the settlements, killed
three persons, and ran off about nine hundred and fifty he‘ld of stock.

Troops pursued captared twenfy -two 1

uu,u dll(l lllb) -seven bead

May 11, Major Price .\nth" 8¢
a band of maranding \Tavaloes, in ’\*ew V[euco, captured two prominent
chiefs and recovered a large number of stolen animals.

May 12, Indians ran off stock near Red 1uver, Texas. Troops from

Fort Slii, Ind. T., pursued and defeated the Indians who lost three
killed and four wounded ; no casualties to the troops.

May 15, Indians stampeded twenty-two mules from a government train

in New Mexico.
Majy 17, Indians attacked a train on Red River, killing seven persons,
wounding one and running off forty-one mules. Going to Fort Sill,
hn nrogansoe af lanara? Qhian

Tnd M thavy nithlialy avawad tha doad in
B8, 4., VLY PUliCly avVOWed val GOLA iNl 110 Proselice 01 wenerar oaer-

man and the post commander, whereupon the leaders, ¢ Satanta” and
“Batank,” were arrested and placed in irons. Their followers resisted,
when one Indian was killed and one soldier wounded.

May 24, on Birdwood Creek, Nebraska, a detackment of Fifth Cav-

Iry, pursued

...‘
5’?.

aln 111!-(]:\“ Tiann+ T8 M TTawvaa Fravad cow Todiceo
J.L..y, MUUTL 10U G A, dnd, Jlay Ub \JCl'lllJl LUU DlA 1iIUEiID.
May 29, in the Department m" the Missonri, cavalry pursued a band

of Indmns and recaptured five hundred s tolen animals.
June 28, near Larned, Kans., Indians ran off fourteen horses; near

Pawnee Fork, Kansas, they also stole seventy mules.

790N
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July 2, Fort Larned, Kaus., was attacked by Indians who were re-
yulsed by the garrison; no casualties.

August 18, Indians killed a settler and ran off his stock, twelve miles
from Fort Stanton, N. Mex. Troops pursued, but without success.

September 19, a small detachment of troops was attacked by Indians
near Red River, Indian Territory. One soldier was wounded, two In-
dians killed and three woanded.

September 22, near Fort Sill,Ind.T., Indians killed two citizen herders
and ran off about fitfteen head of stock.




-300) 1@pun ‘{nuvyuy TIUOAIF ‘g Aurdurog yo uomYoeIep ® nmmmwsh

‘POI[IY 98107 U0 pue

UBW U0 PYY pur saqdutwo)) £g DIRPRNE or0a ‘40 ‘I " yde) epun
KeAr)) 1IN0 O Jo JUYOTIdP B ‘suxay, ‘Noa1() 3801 w0 ‘of e

“ ) Suripny £q popunos suo puw pery

uBul wac ?Ek ...::ﬁ.:v st Sunon ‘dareaspy wx1g ‘o dooxy, jo U ULDR])
-op v pup Addng 10 pue “sueyy adpo(r H0q ueaMIeq ‘Gg LRIy

T USEXag, ‘eouspueg T uo soodw

DI JO PUEQ [uus v poxorne ‘Lajeav) QHIN ‘S10TeA ‘1) "JuerT Jepun
‘s1u008 uipuy 81D pue Aapeavy TIUIN o3 Jo Juomgoryep © ‘Yoz Avg

: ‘popunom omg

PUT PO oo steipuy oy fmang jo ouo Suny ‘swezyn jo Laed v
badprre sesorsy “xog, fdey o a0 WOJT SITIW DA L1107 ‘6T AV

PIPHION SR I9EPIos U0 { suvipuT oay Sy ‘sesory

JO puwg v paprpe oy v g yden Tepun ‘Saeavy yanog ot go
FUAUHD VIO B ISUXO,L SN T VINOLAY 01391 pu B ueomian ‘G Sepy

PAPUROL QU0 puR PaqIR] ouo Fursoy suvipuy

a1} ‘papom duo pur pagry SUL IDIPLOs OTO ‘suvipuy @) Jo pueq v £q

POYITIIT DUOM “UOSURANQ “( “p MopT Jopun ‘Lappav) qySop N pue
B sdooxy, o uawyaeiop jpews v CXOTC N ‘eI mY Baer, e ‘9 New

‘SuRIpU

PRI} Tl ‘uyseaqox oy dnory jo JI04[ [Inoy uo suviput 1o Lyaed

T T podpee fploquia gy ) ey fapeae) pangg, ‘g dooxg, ‘oz [dy
O 04 PUE SOSI01 WHJINOF J$O] PUB STXD], UL SurIpu] Lq

PRADENIR DLy Kooty Y e rpde) “Sapeany o ) dooxg, ¢ [ ey
"popunoa A7 wgaour
Se CAfRA) i GQUoauig N o Jmery SUUIPUT XIS Sul[py “xoy,
"SI0 A\ NDIRAROT U suwUu 9[1gsoy Jo pleqg © poxoriie ‘Lapeann) qQIuN

..%c:c:O ey aopun CSapuar) yruyg ‘i pue vosdoodg, ‘oz nady
‘poangded 9uo puR ‘paplrnos aoag)
PoYyIY raasueipuf oy £xag, ‘olouor) 104 Jwou LI[BARI JO JUIU DRI

B LG POS@EIIE 02050 SNV URDIXDJY PUL URIPAT JO PUB] T ‘Qr qoanyy
SLOT] 1902
BULL g LM aongjafo) *paanydes 0o pue ‘popunos aaIql ‘poy[ly 9Iaa oag
UOUM JO Ssupup A poyorpe odos “Uos[IA, JukaSIog Jopun ‘Laeaey

[0y 1 dovay, jo Juswigoriap v X0, ‘0Youo0g) $0g T8I R; LB EH Oy
POrLodad aaon soreuse) o ug Sypolgeipusyr wredvy Lg papuew
WO “Xajuavgy o, g dood], 0} SuHuopaq wow e ,MS R u e

FPONORIIU sperpu tsexo], WOAL 0WHU0)) FYRON 9UY U0 g ..?;E.EQ.H

SL8T




33

poral Hickey, killed two Indians in a fight whick ocenrred at Johnson’s
Station, Tex.

August 14, near Pryor’s TFork, Moutana, & column consisting of
Troops F, G, I, and I, Second Cavalry, and Companies C, B, &, and I,
Seventh Infantry, commanded by Maj. . M. Baker, Second Cavalry,

" were attacked by several hundred Sioux and Cheyennes. Oune soldier
was killed and one citizen and three soldiers were wounded ; two [n-
dians were killed and ten wounded, most of them mortally.

August 15, on Palo Duro Creek, ‘\Tew Mexico, Troop B, Bighth Cav-
alry, Capt. Wm. M¢Cleave, was attacked by a war party of Indians;
one soldier was wounded and four Indians killed and eight wounded.

August 16, near Yellowstone River, Montana, an expedition com-

manded by Col. D. 8. Stanley, Twenty-second Infantry, was attacked
by a 1ara(, bodw of Tndians.
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by indians. .

August 18, at mouth of Powder Ri\'m‘ Montana, Companies D, K,
and G, T\wnby second Infantry, Col. D. 8. Stanley commanding, hdd a
fight with Indians, and again on August 21 and 22, on O'Ifallon’s Creek,
Montana.

Aungust 26, a war party of about one hundred and twenty-five Sioux
attacked a detachment of one sergeant and six privates of the Sixth
Infantry and two Ree scouts, twelve miles from Fort McKeen (after-
wards known as Fort A. meoln) Dak.; the two llee scouts were
killed.

September. , Troop B, Second Cavailry, Licut. Randolph Norwood,
attacked a war party of Indians between Beaver Creck and Sweet-
water, Wyorning, killing one Indian.

September 19, a detachment of one sergeant and seven men, Fourth
Cavalry and two Tonkawa scouts attacked about fitty Comanche In-
dians in Jones County, Texas, killing one Mexican chief and recaptur-
ing eleven stolen horses.

September 29, Col. R. S. Mackenzie, with Troops A, D, ¥, I, and L,
Fourth Cavalry, nttacked a village of ‘Lbout two hundrcd lodgcs of Co-
manehes near North Fork of Red River, Texas, destroyed the same with
its contents, killed twenty-three warriors and captured between one
hundred and twenty and one hundred and thirty prisoners. One en-
listed man was killed and three wounded, together with a number
of cavalry horses killed and wounded. A large namber of horses and
mules were captured from the Indians.

October 2, about three hundred Sicux attacked ¥Fort McKeen (Fork
A. Lincoln), Dak., wounding one and killing three Ree scouts.

October 3, in Jones County, Texas, a detachment of Tonkawa scouts
made an attack npon a camp of Comanches; no defails given.

C5616——3
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October 3 and 4, near Heart River, Dakafa, Licut. E. Crosby. Se
entcenth Infantry, Lieut. L. D. Adair, 'P\n'(ant«};'-swoml ?nf:mtry,. an
one civilian whilst hunting were attacked and killed by Sioux Indian,

October 14, FPort McKeen (Fort A. Lincoln), Dak., was again attacke
by a large body of Sioux. Troops from the garrison, consisting of on
company Sixth Infantry and eight Ree scouts attacked the Indian
killing three of them and losing two enlisted men kiiled.

December 6, near the Rio Grande, Texas, Sergeant Bruce and si
men, Ninth Cavalry, attacked a band of Mexican cattle thieves and re
captured fifty-nine head of stolen cattle.

During the year 1872, no general Indian war took place in the divis
ion, but the number of murders and depredations committed by smal
war parties in various places was greaterthan durving the preceding yea
The line of frontier settlements had steadily advanced during, the year
especially in Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, and Dakota, graduall
absorbing the country which only a year or two before was in the /pos
session of the Indians, and the transcontinental railway lines wer
progressing rapidly westward through the division. The Norther
Pacific Railroad had reached the Missouri River about the close of th
year, the actual surveys and locations for the roadway being made a
far west as the wouth of the Powder River, two hundred miles beyonc
the Missouri. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa F¢ Railway was ex
tended as far west as Fort Dodge, Kans,, in its progress up the valle;
of the Arkansas, while surveying parties for the Southern Pacific Rail
way were engaged in locating the line of that road in both direction,
from the vieinity of Kl Paso. TFor the protection of the surveyors ang
the construction parties upon all these lines, a considerable foree o
troops was neeessary as escorts, and minor engagements between In
dians and these small detachments were of repeated occurrence. Thi
guarding of the Rio Grande frontier against the incursions of borde:
thieves consisting of Mexicans, half-breeds, and Indians, also furnishec
occasion for considerable activity on the part of the troops in that por
tion of the division, involving constant watehfulness and mueh patien:
endurance.




1873.

During the year 1873, the depredations of raiding parties of Mexican
thieves, Indians, and half-breeds in the vicinity of the Rio Grande con-
tinued, as did also the attacks by Indians upon the military posts and
field escort detachments guarding the surveying and construction par-
ties engaged upon the lines of railway.

_April 30, Lieutenant Harmon, with eleven men of the Tenth Cavalry,
attacked a2 band of Mexican thieves about seven miles sontheast of”
Trort Sill, Ind. T, and vecaptured thirty-six liorses.

May 7, about one hundred Sioux attacked the post of Fort A. Lin-
coln, Dak. (previously known as Fort MeKeen), garrisoned by Compa-
pies B and C, Sixth Intantry, and Company H, Seventh Infantry, com-
manded by Lieut. Col. W, P, Carlin, S8eventeenth ITnfantry. The In-
dians were driven off with a loss of one killed aud three wounded.

May 18, Col. B. S. Mackenzie, Foarth Cavalry, with Troops A, B, C,!
B, I, and M of lis regiment, and a detachent of Seminole scouts un-
der Lieutenant Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infantry, attacked and destroyed
a village of fifty or sixty lodges of Kickapoos and Lipan Indians near
Remolina, Mexico, killing nineteen Indians, taking forty prisoners and .
capturing fifty-six horses. The column marched at a trot or a gallop a
distance of seventy-five miles, between one o’clock in the afternoon of
the previous day and six o’clock in the morning of the day of the
attack, in order fo reach and surprise this village whose Jocation had
been reported. The pack traiv of supplies was dropped duoring this
rapid march, and for two days the troops were withont other rations
than a few crackers carrvied in their pockets. Among the prisoners.
taken was Costilietos, the principal ehief of the Lipans. :

June 15 and 17, Sioux Indians again made two separate attacks upon
the post of Fort A. Lincoln, Dak. The garrison, constituted as before
described under Licutenant-Colonel Carlin, Seventeenth Infantry, re-
pulsed the attack, one Ree scout being wounded, three Sioux killed, and
eight wounded.

July 12, on Live Oak Creek, Indian Territory, Troop L, Fourth Cav-
alry, Capt. T. J. Wint commanding, attacked a war party of Indians.

July 13, near Caftada Alamosa, N. Mex., a detachment of Troop C,
Tighib Cavalry, commanded by Capt. G. W, Chilson, from Fort McRae,
N. Mex., had a fight with a band of Indians, one soldier being wounded
and three Indians killed ; twelve horses and one mule stolen by the In.

dians were recaptured.
(35)
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Cabin Creek, Texas. Seventy horses and two hundred- head of cattle
stolen by the thieves were recaptured by the detachment.

December 5, Lient. E. P. Turner, with a detachment of the Tenth
Cavalry assisting a sheriff, overtook a band of twenty cattle thicves on
Elm Creek, Texas, killed four of the thieves, captured sixteen of them,
and recovered about one thousand head of stolen cattle.

December 9, Troop B, Fourth Cavalry, Lieut. C. L. Hudson, had a
fight with Indians on the west fork of the Nueces River, Texas.

December 10, near Kickapoo Springs, Tex., a detachment of forty-
one men of the Fourth Cavalry and nine Seminole sconts, commanded
by Lieut. C. L. Hudson, attacked a war party of Indians, killing nine,
wounding several, and recapturing eighty-one stolen horses; one soldier
was wounded.

December 27, Corporal Wright, with a detachment of the Twenty-fifth
Tnfantry, had a fight with Indians on Deep Red Creek, Indian Territory;
one Indian was wounded.

December 31, a detachment of a sergeant and three privates, Com-
pany B, Twenty-fifth Infantry, were attacked by about fifteen Indians
at Eagle Springs, Tex, ; one Indian was wounded.




1874.

During the year 1874 the northern portion of the division, the Depart-
ment of Dakota, enjoyed comparative quiet. In that department were
located the wajority of the hostile bands of Sioux, some of them on
reservations along the Missouri River, some on Milk River farther north,
near the British boundary, and others roaming over the valleys of the
Big Horn, Yellowstone, and Powder Rivers, oceasionally coming into
Red Cloud’s or Spotted Tail’s Agencies to draw rations and other sup-
plies. Oceasionally they made a dash about Fort Lincolu fo steal stock,
or a raid into Montana, with attacks once in a while upon weak bands
of friendly Indians, such as the Mandans and Rees, This condition of
affairs was possibly owing to the limited extent of exposed frontier in
the Department of Dakota, which compelled the indians there to seek
for plunder and scalps in the Department of the Platte, south of them,
where the frontier settlements were mueh more progressed and exposed.

" In order to better conirol the Indians making these raids, for two or
three years it was recommended to establish a large military post in the
country kuown as the Black Hills, so that by holding an interior point
in the heart of the Indian conntry, the troops could threaten the villages
and stock of the Indians if the latter vaided the setflements,  With the
consent of the President, the honorable Seeretary of War, the General
of the Army, and the honorable Secretary of the Interior, the latter
having exclusive control of Indian affairs, the division commander was
authorized to make «a military reconnaissance into the country aboub
which only dreamy stories had hitherto been told. Fort Laramie, Wyo.,
about one hundred miles from the Black Hills, was first selected as the
point from which to fit out the expedition, but after two visits in person
to that post the division commander found the temper of the Indians in
that vicinity such that an expedition from there would probably provoke
hostilities, so attention was turned to Fort A. Lincoln, at the end of the
Northern Pacific Railroad, as the next most snitable point of departure,
though the distance was much greater than from Fort Laramie. Gen-
eral Terry was directed to organize a strong expedition and place it
under the command of Lieut. Col. . A. Cnster, Seventh Cavalry, who
was regarded ax especially fitted for such an undertaking. The reson-
naissance was eminently successful; the country of the Black Hills was
found to contain pleaty of fine timber, considerable good soil, and an
abundance of water and grass., Gold was also discovered by the expe-
dition, leading to a subsequent rush of miners and others who were with

difficulty restrained from a general invasion of the Black ITills counfry.
(38)



Upon the very satistactory reports of this reconnaissance the recom-
mendation for the establishment of a large military post in that section
was earnestly renewed, but unfortunately for the snbsequent history of
Indian atfairs, the construction of a post was not authorized until sev-
eral vears later, when disasters had oceurred which might have been
averted Ly that greater familiarity with the country which would have
been acquired by the troops intended to be stationed there.

February 5, Lient. Col. G. . Buell, Eleventh Infantry, with Troops
G and D, Tenth Cavalry, Company F, Eleventh Infantry, and detach-
ments of Companies A and G, Eleventh Infantry, attacked a camp of
Comanches on Double Mountain Fork of the Brazos River, Texas, killed
eleven [udians and ecaptared sixty-five horses. One enlisted man was
wounded iu the fight. . _

February 9, Lieut. T. 1L Robinson, Fourteenth Infantry, with Cor-
poral Coleman, while in eharge of a Inmber train returning from the gov-
ernment saw-mill pear Laramie Peak, Wyoming, were wantonly mur-
deved by Indians,  This seemed to be the signal for other depredations
and {for the commeneenment of great trouble ar Red Clowd’s and Spotted
Tail's Agencies, located one hundred and twenty and one bundred and
0ty miles, respectively, northeast of Fort Laramic. At the request of
the Interior Department, and at great suflering and exposure, troops had
to be sent in the dead of winter for the protection of the hudian agents
and their employés at these agencies.  Upon the arrival of the troops
the hostile bands withdrew from the agencies, leaving the peacefully
inelined to remain nnder the protection of the soltiers, the hostiles flee-
ing northwest towards the Powder River and Big Horn Valleys, sending
out voung warriors to steal stock and scalp people, whenever they could
get a chance to do so withont muceh danger to themsclves. The acts of
these bunds seemed to fire the blood of the Northern Cheyennes and
Arapalioes, two bands at that time affiliated with the Indians belonging
to Red Cloud’s Agency; they usually made their home ag * Pumnpkin

Butte,” near the Powder River, or further west in the valley of the Big
Horn, where the Wind River breaks through the Big IHorn range of
mountains. From this last named point they commenced a series of
raids npon the friendly Shoshones near Camp Brown {Fort Washakie),
in the Wind River country, stealing stock also from the scttlers in the

ralleys of the Big and Little Popoagie Rivers.

Up to the mounth of June Indian attacks in the Departments of the
Missouri and Texas were infrequent.

May 2, between Red River and the Big Wichita, Texas, detachment
under command of Lieuatenant Gillmore, Tenth Cavalry, attacked a war
party of Indians, but there were no casnalties.

May 18, Captain Bentzoni, Twenty-fifth [nfantry, with a detachment
attacked a war party of Indians in Western Texas ; no casualties.

June 21, Maj. C. K. Compton, Sixth Cavalry, with a small escort of
troops proceeding from Camp Supply, Ind. T., to Fort Dodge, Kansas,
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were attaeked by Indians on Buffalo Creek, Indian Territory, one en-
listed man and one citizen being wounded. The same party were again
attacked

June 24, at Bear Creek redou he
pulsed with a loss of four killed and seve ral wounded.

Immediately following these attacks many horrible massacresoc urred,
perpetrated principally by Southern Cheyennes, assisted by Kiowas and
Comanches, enlminating in a general and determined attack upon some
buftalo hunters who had a vanch on the main Canadian River, at Adobe
Walls, located in what is known as the © Pan Handle” of Texas.  The
attack and defense at this place were desperate, lasting forseveral days,
when the Tndians withdrew with a heavy loss of life on their side.

Before this attack, however, the agent of the Arapahoes and South-
ern Cheyennes had been compelled to abandon his post, and many lives
were 1ost in the vieinity of the agency, now known as Fort Reno.  Smalk
parties of hostiles had also made their appearance along the frontier line
of settlements in Southern Kansas and Southeastern Colorado.

To break nparendezvous of the Northern Cheyennes and Arapahoes,
discovered about nincty miles from Camp Brown, Wyo., Capt. A. E.
Bates, with Troop B, Second Cavalry, and about one hundred and sixty
friendly Shoshones, made a rapid march from that post, and on

July 4, after a gallant fight, completely defeated the hostiles near
Bad Water branch of the Wind River, in Wyoming. Twenty-six In-
dians were killed, over twenty wounded, and two hundred and thirty
ponies captured.  The troops had four killed and six wounded, among
the latter being Lieut. R. H. Young, Fourth Infantry. After this pun-
ishment these two bands of Northern Cheyennes and Arapahoes moved
0 Pumpkin Butte and sent a delegation to Fort Fetterman, asking,
with much bluster, whether the troops wanted war. The reply was
“Yes,” and that they would kill as many Indiaus as possible, unless the
latter stopped their depredations and came into their ageney. This the
hostiles generally concluded to do, and lost no time in coming in.  Simpall
parties of Sioux remained out, however, plundering and killing a num-
ber of persons, until a small column of troops could be sent against
them, when they disappeared. Numerons raids were also made upon
the settlements in the northeastern part of Nebraska and upon the
friendly Ponca Indians located in that vicinity, but the loss of life was
very small, the Indians capturing, however, a large amount of stock.

July 13, Captain Bates with Troop B, Second Cavalry, struck a.war
party of Indians near the Sweetwater, Wyoming, killed one Indian and
captured seven horses,

AJ uly 20, in Palo Pinto County, Texas, a detachment of two officers,
nine men and nine Tonkawa scouts, under command of Lieut. Col. G. P.
Buell, Eleventh Infantry, attacked a war party of Indians and cap
tured one horse.

The Southern Cheyennes, Kiowas, Arapahoes, and other bands in the
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Indian Territory, having inaugurated in June a series of attacks upon
the settlers, as before described, had Deen in the habit of escaping pur-

suit and punishment by flying into their agencies. On the 21st of

July anthority was received through the War Department, from the
Department of the Interior, to punish these Indians wherever they
might be found, even to following them npon their reservations set
apart for them in the Indian Territory. General Pope, commanding
the Department of the Missouri, was directed to pnsh his troops into
the field and carry out these conditions as far as practicable. Several
columns were accordingly started out in the Indian Territory with the
object of finding and punishing the bands which had been committing
atrocities in the Department of the Missouri. Among the earliest of
the engagements which took place under the speeial authority to
pursue Indians taking refuge upon reservations, was that which oec-
curred

August 22, at the Wichita Agency, Indian Territory, when Troops
E, II, and L, Tenth Cavalry, and Company I, Twenty-fifth Infantry,
under command of Lieut. Col. J. W, Davidson, Tenth Cavalry, from
Fort 8ill, Ind. T, had a severe fight with a band of hostile Comanches
and Kiowas who had taken refuge with the friendly Indians located at
the Wichita Agency. Four enlisted men were wounded and the In-
dians lost sixteen in killed and wounded. The hostiles attempted to
burn out the agency and the camps of the friendly Indians, in whick
the troops were posted, but were defeated in their designs.

A column consisting of eight troops of the Sixth Cavalry and four
companies Fifth Infantry, with a section of artillery, commanded by
Col. N. A, Miles, Fifth Infantry, was also advanced against the Indians
from Camp Supply, Ind. T., via the Autelope Hills. Another column,
consisting of three troops of the Eighth Cavalry and a couple of mount-
ain howitzers, under ‘\iai W. R. Price, Eighth Cavalry, from Forts
Bascom and Union, N. Mex., moved down the main Canadian to join

Jolonel Miles at or near the Autelope Hills.

August 30, the column of Colonel Miles encountered the Indldns
near the h(,a;dqu&rtels of the Washita and kept up a running fight for
several days, the Indians steadily falling back until they reached the
hills, about eight miles from Salt Fork of Red River, where they made
a stand, but were promptly attacked, routed, and pursued in a south-
westerly direction, across the main Red River and out into the Staked
Plains, with a loss of three killed, besides animals and camp equipage
eaptured. The troops had one soldier and one civilian wounded.

September 9, Indians attacked Colonel Miles’ supply train, escorted
by about sixty men, commanded by Captain Lyman, Fifth Infantry, on
the Washita River, Texas, keeping it corraled there for several days
until relief arvived from Camp Supply, Ind. T. One enlisted man was
killed, one soldier, a wagon-master, and Lieut. G. Lewis, Fifth Infantry,
were wounded. ‘



42

September 11 and 12, near the Washita River, a detachment of two
seouts und four soldiers from Colonel Miles’ command, in endeavoring
to communicate with that of Major Price, were attacked by Indians and
four of the six wounded, one of the wounded dying in a hole in which
the party desperately defended themselves for two days until relicved
by troops in thit vicinity.

September 12, the column under command of Major DPrice, LEighth
Savalry, had a fight with a considerable body of Indians between Sweet-
water and the Dry Fork of the Washita, Texas, Two Indians were re-
ported killed and six wounded ; the troops had fourteen horses killed
and wounded. The colump pursned the Indians for seven or eight
miles, when the hostiles seattered in every direction ; about twenty In-
dian ponics were captured in the pursuit.

September 26 and 27, Col. R. 8, Mackenzie with Troops A, D, B, T,
H, 1. and K, Fourth Cavalry, after repelling two Indian attacks, sur-
prised five camps of Southern Cheyennes and their allies in a cafion
near Red River, Texas, destroyved over one hundred lodges amd cap-
tured their entirve outfit, including over fourteen hundred horses amd
mules.  One enlisted man was wonwded and four Indians killed.

Qctober 9, on Salt Fork of Red River, Texas, the scouts of a column
vonsisting of Companies A, 15, 1%, H, and 1, Eleventh Infantry, under
Licutenant-Colonel Buelly Eleventh Infantry, struck o band ot Kiowas,
killed one of them, and destroyed their camp, Pursuit was made for a
considerable distinec. the main column destroying several hundred
lodges in varions abandened camps, but the Iudians escaped north-
ward,

October 13, near Gageby Creek, Indian Territory, a detachment of
Navajo seouls accompanying the column under Major Price, Bighth
Cavalry, from New Mexico, attacked and dispersed a war party of In-
diaus,

October 17, about tive miles north of the Washita, Indian Territory
Captain Chaflee with I Troop, Sixth Cavalry, suprised an Indian camp
and dextroyed their entire outfit, the Indians escaping in great haste;
no casualties oceurred.

An expedition having been fitted out from Fort Sill, Ind. T., ander
command of Licut. Col. J. W, Davidson, Tenth Cavalry-—

October 24, upon Bk Creck, Indian Territory, Maj. G. W. Schofield
with his command of three troops of the Tenth Cavalry, from General
Davidson’s column, surprised a Comanche Indian camp and charged it.
The hostiles displayed a white ilag and surrendered themselves as pris-
oners; sixty-nine warriovs, besides two huudred and fitty women and
children, together with about fifteen hundred o two thousand horses
were captured. The same day Captain Carpenter with two troops of
the Tenth Cavalry, from General Davidson’s column, struck the trail of
a band of about fifty Kiowas with two hundred head of stock. The
Indians were pursued rapidly but seattered to escape capture, and on

»
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October 28, over tweuty warriors with their women, children, and
stock, garrendered themselves at Fort Sill, Tnd. T.  General Davidson’s
expedition altogether captured or caused the surrender of ninety-one
warriors and three hundred women and children, with about two thou-
sand ponies, besides capturing or destroying several villages and much
camp equipage. !

October —, Capt. A. 1. Hooker with Troops E and K, Ninth Cavalry,
had a fight near the Canadian River, in the Pan Handle of Texas, kill-
ing one Indian. :

November 3, Col. R. 8, Mackenzie, with troops A\, D, E, F, H, I, K,
and L, IFourth Cavalry, had a fight with Judians on Las Lagunas
Quatro, Texas, killing two Indians and capturing nineteen,

November 6, on McClellan Creek, Texas, Lieut. IL J. Farnsworth,
with twentyv-cight men of Troop I, Kighth (,‘aval’ry, had a fight with
about one hundred Southern Cheyennes, killing from four to seven and
wounding ten Iudians : one enlisted man was killed, four wounded, and
six cavalry horses killed.

November 8, near McClellan Creek, Texas, Lieut, I', D, Baldwin,
Fifth Infantry, with a detachment consisting of Troop D, Sixth Cav-
alry, and Company D, Vifth Infantry, attacked a large camp of Indi-
s, routing them with the loss of mueh of their property, Two little
white girls, Adelatde and Julia Germaine; aged five and seven years,
were rescued from these ludians,  The ehildren stated that two older
sisters were still held captive by the Indians, The story of their woe
and suffering in captivity was pitiable in the extrenwe, not even their
tender yvears spaving them from the most dreadfnl treatment. Their
father, niother, brother, and one sister were all murdered at the time
the four sisters were captured, At the close of this campaign the
other two sisters were rescued from the Indians and all four provided a
comfortable home with the Army at Fort Leavenworth, Kans. Gen-
eral Miles becanie their guardian and Congress authorized the stoppage
of an amount for the support of the childven tfrom the anunities of their
captors, the Southern (‘heyennes,

November 8, Troops B, C, F, and H, Tenth Cavalry, detachments
Companies E and 1. Fleventh Infantry, and thirty Indian scouts, all
ander command of Capt. C. D. Viele, Tenth Cavalry, were defached
from Colonel Davidson’s cohimn near McClellan Creek, Texas, to pursue
the band attacked by Lieutenant Baldwin the same day. Captain
Viele’s command chased the Indians for a distance of ninety-six miles,
having several slight skirmishes with the rear guard of Indians and
capturing 2 nuwmber of ponies and mules, the latter packed, which the
Indians had abandoned in the flight.

November 238, Capt, C. A. Hartwell with Troops C, H, K, and Lo
Eighth Cavalry, attacked a war party of Southern Cheyennes near Mus®
ter Creek, Texas, killed two Indians, wounded two, and chased the
band for twelve miles until sundown.

.
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December 2, First-Sergt. Dennis Ryan with twenty men of Troop Is
sixth Cavalry, discovered a band of Indians on Gageby Creek, Indiar
Territory, attacked and chased them for ten miles, killing and captur-
ing from them fifty ponies, some of which were packed or saddled.
The detachment also destroyed a large amount of Indian property.

December 7, Capt. A. 8. B, Keyves with Troop I, Tenth Cavalry, at-
tacked a band of Southernt Cheyennes on Kingfisher Creek, Texas, cair-
furing thirteen Warriors and the same number of squaws,

December 8 Lieut. L. Warrington, with ten men of Troop I, Fourtix
Cavalry, attacked a party ot about fifteen Indians on Muchaque, Texas,
killed two Indians, wounded one. aud captured one.

December 28, Troop I, Tenth Cavalry, Capt. A. 8. B, Keyes, followed &
hand of Cheyennes for eighty miles to the North Fork of the Canadian
River, and captured the entire band, consisting of fifty-two Indiams
with seventy ponies.



The military operations against the bands in the Indian Territory,
described during the Iast half of the year 1874, were continued during
the winter of that year and well into the spring of 1875, The force
prought from New Mexico nnder Major Irice, Eighth Cavalry, was con-
solidated with that under Colonel Miles, and the whole expedition from
the Department of the Missonri fell under the immediate command of
the latter during the rest of the field operations. It consisted of eight
froops of the Sixth Cavalry under Majors Compton and Biddle, four
troops of the Bighth Cavalry under Major Price, and four companies of
the Tifth Infantry.  From July 21, 1874, to February 12, 1875, the whole
of this force was actively and incessantly employed in scouting the en-
tire section infested by the Indian Territory bands, keeping the Indians
g0 constantly on the move that they were unable to lay in any stock of
provisions. This active work was continued by the troops upon the
exposed and barren plains of that region during the whole of a winter
of unprecedented severity, and as the season advanced the difficulty of
supplying the necessary forage and subsistence inereased so that no
little hardship and privation resulted, but the troops bore everything
with fortitude and courage, and without complaint. By extraordinary
afforts enough supplies reached the troops to keep them in the field until
their work was done, and at length, early in Mareh, 1875, the Southern
Cheyennes, completely broken down, gave up the contest, and under
their principal chief, Stone Calf, the whole body of that tribe, with
a trifling exception, surrendered themselves as prisoners of war, restor-
ing at the same time the two elder Grermaine girls who had been cap-
tives among them for nearly eight months. In swrrendering, the In-
dians gave up their horses, which were sold, and with the proceeds
were purchased herds of young beef cattle for the pastoral education
of the Indians. Although the conditions of surrender veqguired the
Indians to deliver up their arms, only some guns and a large quantity
of bows and arrows were turned in, the greater part of their more val-
uable fire-arms being hidden away where no search by the troops wonld
e likely to find them,

During the winter the Kiowas and Comanclies, against whom the
expeditions in the Departmeut of Texas, under Colonels Mackenzie,
Davidson, and Buell, had been campaigning with the most commenda-
ble energy, in co-operation with the colamn under Colonel Miles, went
into Fort Sill, tirst in small parties and then in larger numbers, surren-
-dering there in like manner, By the month of Juune, 1873, the last of
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their agencies, the Quehada Comanches, came
where they surrendered themselves, with large
ommanding at

the bands absent from
inte Fort 8ill, Ind. T., ) _ ;
numbers of ponies and mules, to Col. R. 5. Mackenzie, ¢
that post.

Orders were re
from awong them the
bands of hostiles in the recent outrages, to be sent to the sea-coast and
there be kept in confinement for a time at k‘.‘df-}t. Seventy-five men
were accordingly picked out from the several tribes fmd were seut to
Saint Augustine, Fla. On April 6, whilst shuckling Black Horse,
one of the Clicyennes who was thus to be disposed of, he broke from
the guard and ran directly towards the camp ‘ff his people.  He .\vas
pursued by Captain Bennett, Fifth Infantry, with the g‘um‘«]z \\'lu,f fired
upon and killed Black Ilorse, whose escape seemed certain without
this alternative. The shots being in the direction of the ludian camp,
several passed beyond the escaping prisoner and wounded some persons
there. After a volley of bullets and arrows upon the gnard, in the
greatest excitement, about one-half of the Cheyenne tribe fled to the
sand hills on the south side of the Canadian, opposite the agency., The
troops, consisting of Captain Bennett’s company of the Fifth Infantry,
with two troops of the Tenth and one of the Sixth Cavalry, all under
command of Licut. Col. T, H. Neill, Sixth Cavalry, followed, but the In-
dians, well supplicd with the fire-arms they had hidden in that viemity,
occupied a difficult hill and maintained themselves againsi the troops
for several hours until night-fall. By night the troops had forced their
way nearly to the erest of the hill oceupied by the Indians, but at day-
light it was found the enemy had fed during the night, Bleven
Indians were found dead and vineteen soldiers were wounded. Troops
frome. other posts in the vieinity were ovdered to assisi in the pursuit,
and eventaally most of the escaped Cheyennes gave themsclves up,

January 16, a detachment of troops under Licut. F. 8, Hinkle, Fifth
Infantry, after a short chase captured a party of four Cheyennes near
the Smoky Hill River, Kansas, southeast of Fort Wallace,

January 26, Col. Edward Hatch, Ninth Cavalry, reported an attack
by about from twenty to forty cattle thieves upon a detachment con-
sisting of a corporal and four men of Troop G, Ninth Cavalry, eighteen
miles from Ringgold Barracks, Tex., two of the soldiers being killed.
Colonel Hateh, with Troops B and +, Ninth Cavalry, captured a2 number
of suspicious eharacters, two of whom were wounded in the attack upon
the detachment. A coroner’s jury found nine Mexicans, seven of whom
were among Colonel Hatel’s prisoners, guilty of the murder of the sol-
diers.

February 23, Lieut. Col. J. W. Davidson, Tenth Cavalry, reported
'tl,}lle csx}r‘tltre of a b‘aud of I.(iowas on Salt Fork of Red River, Texas,

1¢ prisoners consisted of sixty-five men and onehundred and seventy-
five women and ehildren, with about three hundred ponies and seventy

ceived, when the Indians began to surrender, to select
) o . .
principal ringleaders who bad inecited ov led



47

mules, which were also captured. Among the prisoners were Lone
Wolf, Red Otter, and Lean Bull; all surrendered unconditionally with
their arms and ponies.

April 6, at the Cheyenne and Arapahoe Ageney (now known as Iort
Reno, Ind. T.), took place the outbreak of the Cheyenne prisoners
already described, and the attack upon them in an intrenched position,
by the troops under command of Lieut. Col. T. H. Neill, Sixth Cav-
alry. )

A party of about sixty or seventy Cheyennes, consisting of the worst
criminals of the tribe, those who had murdered the Germaine family
and others, being afraid on that account to surrender with the rest,
crossed the Arkansas River west of Fort Dodge and attempted to make
their way to the Sioux country, north of the Ilatte.

Aypril 23, a detachment of forty men under Lieut. A. Henely, Sixth
Cavalry, struck this band in the north fork of Sappa Creek, sontheast
of Fort Wallace, Kans., cut off twenty-seven of them from their ponies
and demanded their surrender. The Indians replied by a volley, when
Licutenant Henely’s detachment attacked them and nearly destroyed
the whole party, nineteen warriors, ineluding two chiefs and a medicine
man, being killed. Over one hundred and twenty-five ponics were
captured and the Indian camp burned, the balance of the band escap-
ing northward. Two enlisted men were killed,

April 26, on the Pecos River, Texas, Lisutenant Bullis, with o detach-
ment of three men of the Twenty-fourth Infantry, surprised and attacked
a band of about twenty-five Comanches, killed three and wounded one.

May 5, Sergeant Marshall, with a detachment of Troop A, Tenth
Cavalry, attacked a band of Indians at Battle Point, Tex., wounded
one Indian and captured his pony.

June 3, Lieut. J. A. McKinney, with a detachment of the Fourth
Cavalry, in pursuit of thieving Indians, overtook several Osages rob-
bing a cattle herd on Hackberry Creek, Tndian Territory. A corporal
and two men in advance attempted to arrest the Indians, who began
firing on the detachment and one Osage was killed,

July 1, on the Little Popoagie, Wyoming, Tirst Sergeant Mitchell,
with a detachment of Troop D, Second Cavalry, had a fight with In-
dians, killing two of them. '

July 6, the Ponea Agency, Dakota, was attacked by a band of from
one hundred and fifty to two hundred Sioux. Sergeant Danvers, with
detachment of eleven men, Company G, First Infantry, posted at the
agency, loaded an old cannon with pieces of iron, and with this impro.
vised ammunition drove off the attacking party in three assaults, when
the enemy withdrew.

July 7, near Camp Lewis, Mont., a band of about fifty Indians ran off
a quantity of horses. A detachment of Company G, Seventh Infantry,
under Lieut. G. H. Wright, pursued the Indians, surprised and attacked
them, and recovered seven head of stolen horses.
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October 27, Capt. J - M. Hamilton, wigh Troop II,' Trifth Czw:ﬂr,y;, from
Fort Wallace, Kans,, had a-fight with a band of Indians nefu' the Smoky
Hill River, Kansas; twe Indians were killed and one so]d‘]cr wounded.

November 2, Lieut. A. Geddes, Twenty-fitth I nfantry, with two froops
of the Tenth Cavalry, attacked a band of Indians near the Pecos River,

Texas, killed one and captured five. 3

November 20, a detachment of Troop G, Third Cavalry, under Lieut,
B. Crawford, had a fight with Indians near Antelope Station, Nebr.

A summary of the situation of affairs upon the Indian and the Rio

" Grande frontiers is found in the following extract from the annual re-
port of Lieut. Gen. P, H. Sheridan for 187 5 ’

In the Department of Dakota the military have had the doubie duty of protecting
the settlements {rom the raids of hostile Indians, aud the Black Hills country from
oceupation by miners attracted there by real or imaginary mineral wealtl in the soil-
The troops in the Department of the Platte have been mostly engaged in the shne
manner as those of the Department of Dakotu.

I carnestly reconumend some action which willsettle this Black Hills question, and
relieve us from an u'xv,ee(ling‘ly disagreeabls and embarrassing duty. [ feel quite
gatisficd that all the conntry south of the Yellowstone River, from the Black Hills of
the Cheyenne as far west as the Big ITorn Valloy, and perhaps as far west as Clark’s
Tork of the Yellowstone, is gold beaving, but as to the wmount of the gold deposit I
cannot say; it may be great, orit may be small. )

This area is also, at many places, well timbered, has many beautiful valleys of
rather high altitude, with good soil and abundance of running water. I make this
statement from having studied this country for a long time and inorder that my
superiors, who will, before long, have fo deal with the question of the Black Hills,
may be able to better approciate the interests of all concerned, be they white ar red.

The Sivux Indians, numbering about twenty-five thousand, now hold this exien-
sive, and, perhaps, very valuable country, and in addition, the belt eastward from
the base of the Black Hills of the Cheyenne to the Missonri River, which would muke
about ten thousand acres of land for the head of each family, and perhaps mnch noro.

To meet the troubles which will originate from the Black Hills guestion, to bo in
advance of them when they come, and be better able to deal with them, I directed,
without expenso to the government, an exploration of the Yellowstone River last
spring, and selected two sites for military posts, one at the mouth of the Big Horn,
the other at the mouth of Tongue River, both in the valley of the Yellowstoue. These
stations ean be supplied by steamboats and will have so important a bearing on tho
scttloment of the Sioux Indian question that I earnestly recommend fthat Congress
be called upon to give authority for their establishment, aud the necessary fuuds for
their constraction,

In the Department of the Missouri, the campaign against the (heyennos, Kiowas,
and Comanches was finished early in the spring, and she ringleaders and worst
eriminals separated from the tribes and sent to Fort Marion, ¥la.,

Nearly all the troops in the Department of Texas, excepb thosc along the Rio
Grande frontier, were engagod in this campaign; those statioued along the Rio
Grande River, the boundary line between the United States and i\ICxin,“lm\‘t? had
ﬁh.e humiliating duty of attempting to profect our citizens and their property trom
raids by people of o foreign conntry, who come over the boundary in ammet parties

to stoal cabtle, and who do not hesitato to attack and kill cur ritizens when neees-
sary to accomplish their purposes. }

The low stage of water in the Rio Grande and ils great length—twoive hundred to
ﬁft.of?n hundred miles—malkes the duty of proteeting it difficult, in fact, almost fm-
possible, with the few troops available for the purpose,




January 22, Licut. H. S. Bishop, with a detachment of seventeen men,
Troop G, Fifth Cavalry, pursued a band of Indians which had been
stealing stock near Camp Sapply, Ind. T, overtook the Indians on the
Cimmaron River, killed three ayd captared four, together with thirty-
five ponies and two mules, _

Febroary 21, Major Brisbin, Second Cavalry, with four troops Second
Cavalry, a detachment of Company C, Seventh Infantry, a ficld-gun and
fifteen citizens, numbering two handred and twenty-one officers and
men, left Fort Bllis, Mont., to march to the relief of a party of citizens,
besieged by Indians, at the trading-post at Fort Pease, reaching there
on March 4. The original party had consisted of forty-six men, who
defended themselves desperately in a stockade, until the relief column
of troops arrived. Six persons had been killed, eight wounded, and
thirteen had escaped by night, only nineteen being found left in the
stockade, and these were brought off by the troops.

In November, 1875, Indian Luspeetor 1. C. Watkins reported to the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs the attitude of certain wild and hostile
bands of Indians, under the leadership of various chiefs or head-men,
who were roaming about Dakota and Moutana.

Sowe of these bands had never accepted the reservation system,
would not recognize the authority of the government, and insisted
npon remaining wild and perfectly free from control. Of this class was
“ Bitting Bull,” who was not a chief, but « * head-man,” and whose im-
mediate following did not exceed thirty or forty lodges.

Among the Indians referred to were some who had not only attacked
settlers and emigrants, but who had also been in the habit of making
war upon the Mandans, Arvickarees, aud other tribes who were friendly
to the whites,  Inspector Watkins recommended, therefore, thafi troops
should be sent into the eountry inhabited by these wild and roving
bands, to punish and reduee them to subjection.  His report, with the
views of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, together with the recom-
mendation of the honorable Secretary of the Interior that these Indians
be informed they mnst remove to reservations before January 31, 1876,
or in event of their failure to do so by that date, that they would be
turned over to the War Department, were all referred by the General
of the Army to Lieutenaut-General Sheridan, December 13, 1375,

Another chief or head-man againgt whom military operations were
contemplated was ¢ Crazy Horse,” an Ogallala Sioux, properly belong-
ing te Red Cloud Agency, whose band comprised perhaps a hundred
and twenty lodges, numbering about two hundred warriors.

5516—4 (49)



50

As Generals Terry and Crook commanded the departments in whick
these Indians were located, the subject was submitted to them.

General Terry’s opinion was that Sitting Bull’s band was encamped
near the mouth of the Little Missouri, that it could be reached by a
quick movemént which might be deeisive at that season of the year, and
that he had safficient troops to make such a movement. General Crook
was of opinion that eperations against the hostiles could be undertaken
in his department whenever, in the opinion of the Indian Bureau, such
action became necessary.

On February 7, by indorsement of the General of the Army upon a
letter of the honorable Seeretary of the Interior, authority was received
to commence operations against the hostiles.

Meanwhile General Terry had learned that Sitting Bull’s band was.
on the Dry Fork of the Missouri, some two hundred miles farther west,
instead of upon the Little Missouri, and on the 8th of February General
Terry was direeted to take such Qt(,pq, with the forces under his com-
mand, as would carry out the wishes of the Interior Department and
the orders of the General of the Army. General Terry was also in-
formed that General Crook would operate from the south, in the direc-
tion of the headwaters of Powder River, Pumpkin Buttes, Tonwuoluver
Rosebud and Big Horn Rivers, frequented by Crazy IIorse and his a!hes,
and that thelines of the two military departinents would be disregarded
by the troops until the objeet requested by the Secretary of the Interior
was attained,

Similar directions were given General Crook, and, as the Indian vil.
lages were movable, no objective point could be fixed upon for concerted
operations by the two distinet expeditions from the Departments of the
Platte and Dakota.

During the time these preparations were making, efforts were con-
tinued to ha\'e the Indians come in to their agcncms, settle down rlnd
be peaceable, but without avail,

lmmm]mtelv upon receipt of his instructions, General Crook com-
menced concentrating at Fort I'etterman the available cavalry of his
command, consisting of about ten troops of the Second and Third Cav-
alry, which, with two companies of infantry, moved out from that post
March 1, in search of the hostiles, believed to be located on the head-
waters of Powder River, Tongne River, or the Roscbud.

Mareh 17, the main part of the expedition, under Col. J. J. Reynolds,
Third Cav .lll‘ ¥y consisting of Troops A, B, B, T, and K, Second Cavalry,
with a detachment of Troop A, and 'l‘mops 19, ¥, and M, Third Cavalry,
attacked a large village of Sioux and Northern Cheyennes, near the
mouth of Little Powder River, Montana, destroying all the lodges,
one hundred and five in number, with ammunition and stores. A large
herd of animals was also captured, but were subsequently recovered by
the hostiles. Four enlisted men were killed, and Lieutenant Rawolle,
Second Cavalry, and five men wounded. The village was a perfect
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evidencP was fonnd to prove these Indians in copartnership with those

at the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail Agencies, that the proceeds of raids
upon the settlements had been taken into those agencies and supplies
brought out in return.

The command had suffered so much fr om fire severity of the weather,
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snow being so deep and the number of men badly frozen so great. The
impracticability of operating from the Missouri River against the Sioux,
during the winter aud spring, owing to the wild storms of Dakota, was
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Horn, already repeatedly recommended 1n<mtl('1|mt10n of hogtilities with
the Sioux.

April 28, near Grace Creek, Nebraska, a mounted detachment of nine
men of Company A, Twenty-third Infantry, commanded by Lieut. O.
H. 110)1 had a figl ith
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upon charging the Indians .xlmnnl nbrod on a hill.

No change having been made in the orders already described, early
in the spring Generals Terry and Crook prepared to resume the opera-
tions discontinued previously on account of the severity ot the weather.

At Fort Fctterm;m, Wyo., General Crook concentrated Troops A, B, D,
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Third Ca ¥, Companies D and [« Tmmti Infantry, and Commpanies
G, G, ‘md 11, Ninth Infantry.

On May 29, this colummn, under the personal command of General
Croolk, left Fort Fetterman for Goose Creek, where a supply ecamp was
est 'abli%hed on June 8 me this pomt lmneru Crook moved out
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was Atmcked with desperation, the fight A&.hn f T several hourc. vhen
the Indians were driven sever: ol miles in confnsx()n, a great many being
killed and woundgd in the retreat, though the cxtent of their losses

could not be ascertained. Eleven dead Indians were found upon the
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field. 'The casualties to the troops were Iine men Kineda ana nicéen
wounded of the Third Cavalry, two men wonnded of the .*nnm\d ﬂ, valry
wounaed of the onnded o1 the decond Lavalry,
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Henry, 'i‘hml Cavalry, severely wounded.  The scene of the attack wa

«t the mouth of a deep and rocky cafton with steep, timbered sides, s
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wholesale departures. Such a movement from these agencies had heet
teaxul, and in \Lw auth ty had been asked allowing the miiii‘ar\’ tu

|
PRVTOR Loy in all
l 1IL e

L‘LIUUU iLgUllUlU»‘, SO as lU [1%&

,_
o
=
=t

b=
a
<
=

> o
=

=
-
<
-
a2

e
ose who were then away and | hostile
but this was not ot mted

Simultaneously with these operations in the Department of the Platte,
General Terry hiad concentrated at Tort A. Liucoln the entire Seventh
(Jdvalr), three (mthug gun\, and six comp.ums of 1]lt(tlltl_y On May
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supply camp (m the Tth of June. Trom this point Major Reno, thh .&i\
troops of the Seventh Cavalry, scouted up the Powder River to its forks,
across the country to the Rosebud, and down the last-named stream o
its mouth. At the same time (Jruwml Terry moved with his main force
one River and formed a junction with
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bibon, consistine of four troops of th e See-
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ond Cavalry and six companies of the Seventh Infantry, which had
marched eastward along the north bank of the Yellowstone from Fort
Ellis, Mont. During Major Reno’s scout, a large Indian trail was dis-
covered along the Rosebud, but as cho’s orders did not contemplate
: with liis siail force, the traii was only foliowed a sumuont
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General Terry was now satisfied as to the location of the Indiang, and
at a conference between himself, Colonels Gibbon and Custer, on June
21, he communicated the following plan of operations: Gibbow's column
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Custer, with the whole of the Seventh Cavalry, .shoﬂld prouued up the

Rosebud until he ascertained the direction taken by the trail found by
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Renoj; if this led to the Little Big IIom, it should not be followed, but
Tnator ahanld aan ol PR S, 2y
Custer ohuuld keep still further to the south, before turning toward that
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river, in order to intercept the Indians should they attempt to slip be-
tween him and the mountains, and also in order, by a longer mareh, to
give time for Colonel Gibbow’s eolunn to come up.

This plan was founded upon the belief that, at some point on the Lit-
tle Big Horn, a body of hostiles would be found, though it was impos-
sible to arrange movements in perfect concert, as might be done were
there a known fixed objective point. It was believed impracticable to
unite both Gibbon’s and Custer’s forees, because more than half of those
of Gibbon were infantry, who could not keep up with the rapid move-
ment of eavalry; whilst taking away the mounted troops from Gibbon,
to unite with those of Custer, would leave Gibhon's infantry too weak a
torce to act independently.

Under directions, then, to earry out his part of the foregoing plan,
to also examine the npper part of Tullock’s Fork and endeavor to send
a scout through with the information thas obtained to Gibbon’s column,
which wag to examine the lower part of that fork, Custer started up the
Rosebud on June 22, and Gibbon’s command, personally accompanied
by General Terry, moved the same day for the mouth of the Big Horn.
A supply steamer was to push up the Big Horn as far as the forks, if
found navigable for that distance, and Custer, at the expiration of the
time for which his troops werve rationed, was to report to General Terry
there, unless in the mean time other orders should be received.

In accordance with this plan, all of Gibbon’s column reached and
crossed Tulloek’s Creek on the afternoon of June 24. ‘

On the afternoon of Juue 22, Custer’s column marched np the Rose-
bud twelve miles and there encamped. The next day, June 23, he con-
tinued up the Rosebud thirty-three miles, passing a heavy lodge-pole
trail, though not very fresh. June 24, the advance was continued up
the Rosebud, the trail and signs constantly growing fresher, until the
column had marched twenty-eight miles, when eamp was made. At
eleven o'clock that night the column was again pnt in motion, turning
from the Rosebud to the right up one of its branches which headed near
the summit of the *divide ” between the Rosebud and the Little Big
Horn. About two o’clock in the morning of June 23, the column halted
for abont three hours, made coffee, and then resumed the mareh, crossed
the divide, and by eight o'clock were in the valley of one of the branches
of the Little Big Horn. By this time Indians had been seen, and as
it was certain they could not now be surprised, it was determined to
aitack them.

Custer took personal commaud of Troops C, By ¥, I, and Lj Major
Reno was given Troops A, G, and M ; Captain Benteen, Troops U, D,
and K ; Captain McDougall with Troop B, acted as guard to the pack
train,

The valley of the creek was followed towards the Little Big Horn,
Custeron the vight of the ereck, Reno on the left of it, Benteen off'still
further to the left and notin sight.  About eleven o'elock Reno's troops
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crossed the creek to Custer’s column and remained with them until
about half-past twelve o'clock, when it was reported that the village
ras only two miles ahead and running away.

Reno was now direeted to move forward at as rapid a gait as he thonght,
pradent, and to charge, with the understanding Custer wounld support
him. The troops under Reno moved at a fast trot for about two miles,
when they came to the river, erossed it, halted a few minutes to col-
lect the men, and then deployed. A charge was made down the river,
driving the Indians vapidly for about two miles and a half, until near
the village which was still there. Not sceing anything, however, of

he subdivisions under Custer and Benteen, and the lndmn.s mmrm g
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adge of some timber which afforded shelter for the hm‘sv 01 lux com-
mand, continuing the fight on foot until it became appavent he would
soon be overcome by the superior numbers of the Indians. Ile thien
mounted his troops, charged through the ludians, recrossed the river
and gained the Lluffs upon the opposite side. In this charge Iirst
Lleut. Donald McIlntosh and Second Lieut. Benjamin H. Hodgson,
Seventh Cavalry, with Acting Assist. Surg. J. M. DeWolf, were killed.

Rend’s foree succeeded in reaching the top of the bluff, but with a
ioss of three officers and twenty-nine enlisted men killed, and seven
men woanded. - Almost at the same time Reno’s troops reached these
bluffs DBenteen’s battalion came up and a little later the pack train,
with MeDougall's troop escorting it. These three detachments were
all united under Reno’s command and numbered about three hundred
and eighty-one men, in addition to their officers.

Meanwhile nothing hiad been heard from Custer, so the reunited de-
tachments ander Reno moved down the river, keeping along the bluffs
on the opposite side from the village. TFiring had been heard from thag
direction, but after moving to the highest point withoat seeing or hear-
ing anythmg of Custer, Reno sent Captain Weir with his troop to try
to open communication with the former. Weir soon sent back word
that he could go no further, and that the Indians were getting around
him, at the same time keeping up a heavy fire from his skirmish line,
Reno then turned everything back to the first position he had taken
on the blaff, which seemed the best for a defense, had the horses und
mules driven into a depression, put his men, dismonuted, on the
erests of the hills making the depression, aud had hardly completed
thiese dispositions when the Indians attacked him furiously.

This was now about six o’clock in the evening and the ground was held
with a further loss of eighteen killed and forty-six wonnded, until the
attack ceased about nine o’clock at night,

By this time the overwhelming numbers of the enemy rendered it
improbable that the troops under Custer could undertake to r ejoin those
with Reno, so the latter began to dig rifle-pits, baricaded with dead
horses and mules and boxes from the paeks, to prepare for any further
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attack which might be made the next day. All night long the men
kept working, while the Indians were holding a scalp dance, within
their hearing, in the valley of the Litfle Horn below,

About halfpast two oclock in the morning of June 26, a most ter-
rifie rifle-fire was opened upon Reno’s position, and as daylight increased
hordes of Indians were seen taking station upon high points completely
surronuding the troops, so that men were struck on opposite sides of
the lines from wiiere the shots were fired.  The fire did pot slacken un-
til half-past nine o'clock in the morning, when the Indians made & des-
perate charge upon the line held by Troops H and M, coming to such
close quarters as to toueh with a * coup-stick™ a man lying dead within
the lines.  This onslanght was repulsed by a charge from the line as-
saulted, led by Colonel Benteen.

The Indians also charged elose enough to send their arrows into
the line held by Troops D and I, but they were driven back by a coun-
ter-charge ol those troops, accompanied in person by Reno.

There were now many wounded and the gnestion of obtaining water
was & vital one, for the troops had been without any from six o’cloek the
previous evening, a period of about sixteen hoars. A skirmish line
was formed under Benteen, to proteet the descent of volnnteers down
the hill in front of the position to reach the water. A little was ob-
tained in canteens, but many of’ the men were struck in securing the
precious fluid.

The fury of the attacl was now over and the Indians were seen go-
ing off in parties to the village. Two solutions occurred, either that
the Indians were gomg for something to eat and more ammunition, as
they had been shooting arrows, or else that Cnster was coming.  Ad-
vantage was taken of this Tull to rush down to the streamn and fill all
vessels possible with water, but the Indians continuned to withdraw and
fiving censed, excepting oceasional shots from sharp-shooters sent to
annoy the soldiers near the water.  About two o’clock in the afternoon
the grass inthe bottom was extensively fired by the ludians, and be-
hind the dense smoke thus created, the Indian village began to move
away.

Between six and seven o'elock in the evening the village came out
from behind this cloud of smoke and dust, the troops obtaining a fall
view of the cavaleade, as it filed away in the direction of the Big Horn
Mountains, moving in ahmost full military order.

All thoughts were now turned again towards Custer, of whom noth-
ing had been seen or heard since he gave his orders on the previous
day for the first advance by the detachments under Reno and Benteen,
and whieli orders contemplated the support of these by the force re-
tained under Custer's personal command,  No one dreamed of the real
explanation of Custer’s absence, and the impression was that this heavy
force of Indians had gotten between him and the rest, forcing him
towards the mouth of the Little Big Horn, from which direction the
colunmn nnder Gibbon, with General Terry, was expected.
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During the night of June 26, the troops nnder Reno changed position
50 as to better secure a supply of water and to prepare against another
assault, should the warriors refurn in strong force, but early in the
morning of the 27th, while preparing to resist any attack which might
be attempted, the dust of a moving column was seen approaching in.
the distance. Soon it was discovered to be troops who were coming,
and in a little while a scout arrived with a note from Gene al Terry to
Custer, saying that some Crow scouts had come to camp stating that
Custer had been whipped, but that their story was not believed. About
half-past ten o’clock in the morning General Terry rode into Reno's
lines anil the fate of Custer was ascertained.

Precisely what was done by Custer’s immediate command, subsequent
to the moment when the rest of -the rvegiment last saw him alive, has
remained partly a matter of conjecture, no officer or soldicr who rode
with him info the valley of the Little Big Horn having lived to tell the
tale. The only real evidence of how they came to meet their fate was
the testimony of the field where it overtook them, What was read npon
the ground, as from an opeu page, was described in the official report
of General Terry who eame up with Gibbon’s column.

Custer’s trail, from the point where Reno crossed the stream, passed
along and in rear of the crest of the bluffs on the right bank, for nearly
or quite three miles. Then it came down to the bank of the river, but
at once diverged from it again, as though Custer had unsuccesstfully
attempted to cross ; then turning upon itself and almost completing a
cirele, the trail ceased. It was marked by the remains of officers and
men and the bodies of horses, some of them dothed along the path,
others heaped in ravines and upon knolls where halts appeared to have
been made. There was abundant evidence that a gallant resistance had
been offered by Custer’s troops, but that they were beset on all sides.
by overpowering numbers. . ‘

The officers known to be killed were Greneral Custer, Captains Keogh,
Yates, and Custer, Lieutenants Cooke, Smith, Meclnutosh, Cathoun,
Porter, Hodgson, Sturgis, and Reily, of the Seventh Cavalry, Licuten-
ant Crittenden of the Twentieth Infantry, and Acting Assistant Sur-
geon De Wolf; Lieutenant Harrington of the cavalry, and Assistant
Surgeon Lord were missing, Mr. Boston Custer, a brother, and Mr.
Reed, 2 nephew of General Custer, were with him and were killed.
Captain Benteen and Lieutenant Varnum of the cavalry and fifty-one
men were wounded.

Following up the movements of Gibbon’s column from the Yellow-
stone, starting from Tullock’s Creek soon atter five o’clock on the morn-
ing of June 25, the infantry of Gibbow’s command made a march of
twenty-two miles over a most difficult country. In order that sconts
might be sent into the valley of the Little Big Horn, Gibhon’s cavalry,
with the battery, was then pushed on thirteen or fourteen miles furtyl'lcr;
not camping until miduight. Seouts were sent out at half past four in
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the valley of the Little Big Horn. He reported that they divid(j,d into
two parties, one of which kept the valley of Long IFork, making, he
thought, for the Big Horn Mountains ; the other turned more to the east-
ward. He also discovered leading into the valley, a very heavy trail,
not more than five days old. This was entirely distinet from the one
Custer had followed and indicated that at least two bands had auited
just before the battle.

In the evening of June 28, General Terry began moving the wounded,
but was able to proceed only four miles, on account of the insufficient
pumber of litters. The 20th wasspent in making a full supply of them,
and in the evening of that day the column started again, the wounded
being placed on the steamer FFar West, at the mouth of the Little Big
Horn, at two o’clock in the morning of June 30, reaching the depot on
the Yellowstone the sameafternoon. The steamer then proceeded with
them to Fort A. Lincoln, the main command reaching the Yellowstone
and camping on the bank of the riveron the 2d of July.

Attempts were immediately made by Generval Terry to communicate
with General Crook, who was somewhere in that part of the country, in
order that concert of action might be established between the two ex-
peditions. Two attempts failed, but a third succeeded ; three private
soldiers of the Seventh Infantry, James Bell, William Evans, and Ben-
Jjamin H. Stewart, carried a dispateh through to General Crook and two
of them returned with his reply. ‘

As soon as the news of this disaster was received at division head-
quarters, additional troops were at once put in motion for General
Terry’s command, as had already been done for that of General Crook,
but these reinforcements had to be collected from various stations on the
frontier, some of them very remote from railroads, and much time was
cousumed before reaching their destinations.

During this period the bands which had broken off from the main
body of hostiles, and the young warriors from the agencies, continued
their old well-known methods of warfare, stealing’ horses on the frontier
and lalling small parties of citizens, while the constant communications
of the hostiles with Indians at the agencies, made it evident that sup-
plies of food and ammunition were still being drawn from those places.

To prevent this it had been deemed necessary that the military should
control the agencies, and on May 29, the Interior Department had been
requested to 50 co-operate with the military as to enable the latter to
carry out the policy of arresting, disarming, and dismounting such of the
hostiles as made their appearance at these agencies. On July 18, this
request was again earnestly renewed by Lientenant General Sheridan,
and on the 22d, the honorable Secretary of the Interior authorized the
military to assume eontrol of all the agencies in the Sioux country, but
it was too late; extensive trading with the enemy had been going on,
and large supplies of ammunition had thus been obtained by the hostiles
to carry on the war. However, the commanding officers at Camps Rob-
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inson and Sheridan were at once ordered to take possession at Red !
Cloud’s and Spotted Tail's Agencies, and Colonel Mackenzie, Fourth
Cavalry, was sent to Red Cloud Ageney with a force to arrest any .
hostiles who eame in and to count and enroll the Indians. A careful |
count was made by September 1, and it was found that those at Red !
Cloud numbered only four thousand seven handred and sixty, nearly *

one-halfless than had been reported by the agent. The count at Spot-

ted Tail’s Agency developed less than five thousand, whereas nearly
double that number were preswmed to be present at their agency and
wore ostensibly issued to. Troops were also sent to the Missonri
River ageneies to accomplish these same purposes, and the number of
Indians actually present was found to be from one-third to one-half
less than reported present for issues. It was then casy to see where
the small Dands originally out, and upon whom the war was being
waged, obtained their strength and supplies.

At last,on July 22, Congress having passed a bill authorizing the
construction of the two posts in the Yellowstone eountry, recommended
long before this war began, preparations were wade to begin them at
once and all the material was prepared as rapidly as possible, but the
season had now beeome so far advanced that it wasfound impracticable
to get the sapplies up the Yellowstone River, on account of low water,
s0 the building of the posts had to be deferred nntil the following spring.
However, o temporary cantonment was ordered to be immediately con-
structed at the mounth of Tongue River, the place selected for one of
the permanent posts (now Tort Keogh), and a strong garrison, nnder
the command of Colonel Miles, Fifth Infantry, was detailed to oceupy it,

Jaly 7, Fdeut. . W, Sibley, Second Cavalry, commanding a detach-
ment of twenty-five men, with several citizens, was sent by General

rook to make a reconnaissance, and when near where the Little Big
Horn River emerges from the Big Horn Mountains, encountered a very
large force of Indinus who nearly succeeded in capturing the entire de-
tachment. By great coolness, abandoning all their horses, after a very
gallant fight, Lientenant Sibley’s purty succeeded in escaping from the
Indians and on foot made their way over a most broken country to Gen-
eral Crool’s cawp, where they arrived safely in an almost exhausted
condition.

duly 17, information having Dbeen received of a movement of the In-
dians at Red Cloud’s Agency to join the hostiles north of them, Col.
onel Merritt with Troops A, B, D, G, I, K, and M, Fifth Cavalry, by a
rapid mareh succeeded in intercepting a band of about eight hundred
Indians near Hat Creck, Wyoming, surprised them, killed one Iudian,
wouuded one, and chased the entire band back to the Red Clond Ageney.

July 30, Lieut. J. T.. Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infantry, with a detach-
ment of forty wmen, struck acampof hostile Lipans and Kickapoos, near
Saragossa, Mexico, killed ten and captured four Indians with about one
hrundred horses. ¢
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August 2, near the mouth of the Rosebud, Montana, Maj. O, II. Moore,
with four officers and two companies of the Sixth Infanfryand onc eom-
pany of the Seventeenth Infantry, had a fight in which one white scont
and one Indian were killed.

August 14, a steamer carrying troops and government supplies was
fired upon by Indians near Fort Buford, Dak.; the troops returned the
fire and the Indians fled; no casualties occurred.

August 28, Licutenant Bronsen, with Company G, Sixth Infantry, had
a fight with Indians on the Yellowstone River, Montana; one enlisted
man was wounded.

Feneral Crook, having received re-enforcements and having Tearned
that the bhostiles had now moved ecastward from the Big Horn Mount-
ains, marched with his colun cu tie 5th of August down the Tongue
River in pursuit He followed the trail across Powder River and some
distance cast, when it separated and became indistinet, part of it going
towards the Black Hills and the agencies.  He then marched his com-
mand southward in the direction of the Black Hills, and on

September 9, a battalion, consisting of one hundred and fifty men of
the Third Cavalry, under Capt. Anson Mills, after & very trying night-
march, sunecceeded at daybreak in surprising the village of “American
Horse,” at Slim Buttes, Dak., capturing the entire village of about.
thirty-seven lodges, with quantities of supplies, arms, and ammunition,
and aboot one hundred and seventy-five ponies.  Among the articles
taken from this village were a guidon of the Seventh Cavalry, a pair
of gloves marked with the name of Colonel Keogl, Seventh Cavalry,
who was killed with Custer, and many other things which were recog-
nized as belonging to that command. The battalion of Captain Mills
suffered a Tloss of one enlisted man killed, six wounded, and Licut. A.
H. Von Luettwitz, Third Cavalry, so seriously wounded in the leg as
to require amputation. The loss of the Indians was“American [Torse,”
mortally wounded, four Indians killed, and about a dozen captured.
The village of Crazy Horse was only a short distance away, and after
the firstflight from camp the Indians returned inincreased numbers and
attacked Mills’ ecommand, but the main column of General Crook hav-
ing arrived, the Indians were worsted in several encounters which toolk
place, a force under Lieut. Col. W, B. Royall, Third Cavalry, cousisting
of battalions of theSecondand Third Cavalry, havingone man wounded.
The Indians continued hovering around the command, taking positions
in ravines from which they had to be dislodged, with muek patience and
exposure to the troops. In the several fights which ocenrred, the
Fifth Cavalry, under General Carr, lost one enlisted man and one white
scont killed, and five enlisted men wounded, the loss inflicted by his
force upon the Indiaus being estimated at seven or eight killed. Major
Chambers, Fourth Infantry, with the infantry battalion, consisting
of three companies of the Fourth Infantry, three of the Ninth Infautry,
and four of the Fourteenth Infantry, drove off from the blufts parties of
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Indians who were firing into the camp of the command, one enlisted
man of the Ninth Infantry being severely wonnded in these operations.

On September 12, Major Upham, with one hundved and fifty men of
the Fifth Cavalry, was sent by General Crook to follow a trail leading
down Owl Creek, but returned on the 1ith without having found any
village. One private soldier of his command was killed by Indians on
the Belle Fonrche,

During the later operations of General Crook’s eolumn, the troops,
being without tents, suftered not only from the incessant cold rains
prevailing, but were wholly without regular food. Having met with
General Terry’s column, the latter had shared its supplies with General
Lrook, but these became exhausted, and for days General Crook’s troops
were obliged to snbsist principally upon borse flesh. The animals of
the cavalry were so worn out by hard marching, want of forage, and
exposure to constant storms, that General Crook’s column moved te
Custer City and there obtained supplies.

September 15, Capt. enry Carvoll, with Troop F, Ninth Cavalry,
had a fight with a party of Indians in the Ilorida Mountains, New
Mexico, killed one Indian and captured eleven head of stock; one en-
listed man was wounded.

October 10, Capt. C. W, Miner, Twenty-second Infantry, with Com-
panies H, G, and K, Twenty-second Infantry, and Company C, Seven.
teenth Infantry, escorting a train of ninety-four wagons, started from
the camp at mouth of Glendive Creek, Montana, for the cantonment at
mouth of Tongue River. The train was attacked in its camp that
night by Indians estimated at from four to six hundred, several of the
animals wounded, and forty-seven mules stampeded and captured. In
this erippled condition the train attempted to reach Clear Creek, cight
miles farther on, being constantly harassed by the hostiles in large
force, but finding it impossible to continue, returned to Glendive Creek
for re-enforcements.

The teamsters having become too demoralized to proceed, forty-one
of them were discharged and soldiers were detailed to drive. The
escort, now consisting of five companies of infantry, numbering eleven
officers and one hundred and eighty-five men, under command of Lieut.
Col. . 8. Otis, Twenty-second Infantry, again attempted to carry these
much-needed supplies to thé garrison at Tongue River.

October 15, on Spring Creek the Indiaus, increased to an estimated
strength of from seven to eight hundred warriors, again attacked the
train, which, however, formed in compact lines, pressed on, the infantry
eseort charging the Indians repeatedly and driving them back, while
the wagons slowly advaunced. Three or four scouts from Colonel Miles’
command were met here, having been attacked by Indians and one of
their party killed, The train procceded, with the escort skirmishing,
until Clear Creek was reached, the point from which Captain Miner
had previously been obliged to return. Here the Indians made the
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most determined attack, firing the prairie, and the wagons bein;
obliged to advance through the flames. Compactly arranged in f(ou
lines, the wagons proceeded, the entire escort being engaged in alter
nately charging the Indians, driving them back, and then regaining th
moving teams; three or four of the escort were wounded and a con
siderable number of Indian saddles emptied.

On October 16, whilst advancing, an Indian runner approached ans
left upon a hill the following eommunication :

’ YELLOWSTONE.

I want to know what you are doing traveling on this road.  You scare all the b
falo away. T wantto hunt in this place. 1 want you to turn hack from here. 1
you dow’t I will fight yon again. 1 want you to leave what you have got here an
turn back from here.

I am your friend,
SITTING BU L.

T mean all the rations you have got and some powder. Wish yon would write
soo1 48 you can.

Colonel Otis sent out a scont, named Jackson, with a reply to Sittin;
Bulls note, stating that he intended to take the train throughto Tongn
River, and wounld be pleased to accommodate the Indians with a fighta
any time.

The train proceeded, the Indians surrounding it, and keeping up fivin;
at long range. Afterproceeding a short distance,two Indians appeare
withaflag of truce, and communieation wasagain opened with thehostiles
who stated they were hungry, tired of the war, and wanted to mak
peace. Sitting Bull wanted to meet Colonel Otis outside of the lines o
the escort, which invitation, however, Colonel Otis declined, though prc
fessing a willingness to meet Sitting Bull inside the lines of the troops
This the wary savage was afraid to do, but sent three chiefs to represen
him. Golonel Otis made them a preseutof one hundred and fifty ponund
of hard bread and two sides of bacon, said that he had no authority t
treat with them, but that the Indians conld go to Tongue River, am
there make known their wishes regarding surrender. The train move
on, and the Indiansfell to its rear, finally disappearing altogether.

On the night of the 18th of October Colonel Otis met Colonel Miles
with his entire vegiment, who, alarmed for safety of the train, had ad
vanced to meet it. Colonel Otis suceeeded in reaching Tongne Rive
delivered his supplies, and returned safely with his wagous to Glendiv
on October 26, :

Shortly after meeting Colonel Otis and learning from him the immc
diate situation, Colonel Miles, with the entire Fifth Infantry, starte
after Sitting Bull, overtaking him near Cedar Creek, Montana, north ¢
the Yellowstone.  Colonel Miles met Sitting Ball between the lines ¢
the troops and of the Indians, the latter having sent a fin g of truce t
Miles, desiring to communicate.

Sitting Bull simply desired to hunt buffalo and trade for smmunition
he would agree that the Indians should not fire on the soldiers, if nr
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molested ; in short, he wanted simply ¢ an old-fashioned peace” for the
winter. He was informed of the terms of the government, told how he
could have peace, and that he must bring in his tribe to near the camp
of thetroops. Theinterview closed unsatisfactorily, and Colonel Miles’
column, numbering three hundred and ninety-eight rifles, moved and
camped on Cedar Creek, so as to intercept more easily the movement of
the Indians, which was northward, Sitting Bull being told to come again
next day.

Whilst the command was moving north between the Indian camp and
the Big Dry River, the Indians again appeared and desired to talk.
Another couneil followed between the lines, October 21, Sitting Bnll
and 2 number of principal men being present,  Sitting Bull wanted
peace, if he could have it upon his own terms.  He was told the condi-
tions of the government, which were that he should either camp his peo-
ple at some point on the Yellowstone River, near to the troops, or go
into some ageney and place his people under subjeetion to the govern-
ment.  Ie said he would come in to trade for anminunition, but wanted
no rations or annaitics, and desired to live free as an Indian.  He gave
no assurance of geod faith, and, as the council broke up, he was told that
a non-aceeptance of the terms of the government would be considered an
act of hostility. The Indians took positions instantly for a fight, and an
engagement followed, the Indians being driven from every part of the
field, through their camp ground, down Bad Route Creek, and pursued
forty-two niles to the south side of the Yellowstone. In their retreat
they abandoned tous of dried meat, quantities oflodge poles, camp equip-
age, ponies, and broken down cavalry horses. Five dead warriors were
left on the field, besides those they were seen to carry away. Their force’
was estimated at upwards of one thonsand warriors.

On October 27, over four hundred lodges of Indians, numbering about
two thousand men, women, and children, surrendered to Colonel Miles ;
five chiefy giving themselves up as hostages for the delivery of men,
women, children, ponies, arms, and ammunition at the agencies; Sit-
ting Bull himself escaped northward with his own small band, and was
joined later by “Gall” and other chiefs with their followers. Having
returned to Tongue River Cantonment, Colonel Miles organized a-force
nambering four hundred and thirty-four rifles and moved north in pur-
suit of Sitting Bull, but the trail was obliterated by the snow in the
vieinity of the Big Dry River. A band of one hundred and nineteen
lodges under * Iron Dog” crossed the Missonri in advance of the com-
mand and dissolved itself in the Yanktonnais camp, Sitting Bnll con-
tinuing to hover about the neighborhood of the Missouri River and its
branches for some time afterwards.

October 14, a detachment of Troop K, Second Cavalry, was reported
as having a fight on Richard Creck, Wyoming, one soldier being killed.

General CI‘OOTK, having learned that there was danger of a consider-
able number of Indians at Red Cloud Agency again attempting to join
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the hostiles, divectod a strong force from his column to proeeed to thal
agency, under command of Colonel Merritt, Fifth Cavalry, for the pur.
pose of disarming and dismounting the bands from which trouble was
expected. Before Colonel Merritt could reach there, however, affairs
had assumed such a threatening aspect that it was determined to arrest
and disarm the Indians with sueh force as was at hand.  Accordingly
Colonel Mackenzie, Fourth Cavalry, with eight troops of cavalry, on

October 22, succeeded, at night, in surrounding and surprising Re¢
Cloud’s and Red Leaf’s bands, so that when daylight dawned on the
23d, the Indians surrendered without firing o shot. The Indians, num-
bering about four hundred warriors, were at once disarmed and, followed
by their families, with eawp equipage and property, were broughtinto the
agencey, where they were released and put into camp. About seven
hundred ponies were captured, together with all the arms and ammu
nition the Indians had about their persons and in the lodges.

General Crook then had a couneil with Spotted Tail, and, satisfiec
that the latter intended to be loyal to the government, placed this In
dian in eharge of all the Indians at both Red Cloud and Spotted Tai
Agencies, deposing Red Cloud, the conduct of whose followers hac
given evidence of anything but proper intentions. These Indians wert
the same who had killed a large part of the garrison of Fort Phil
Kearny, in 1866, and who had, in 1874, threatened to massacre the peo
ple at Red Cloud Agency, because they attempted to hoist the Unitec
States flag over it. o

The troops composing what had been known as the ©“Big Horn ex
pedition,” under General Crook, having been distributed to their sta
tions for the winter, another column, known as the * Powder River ex
pedition,” was organized, and left Fort Fetterman November 15, 1876
It consisted of Troop K, Second Cavalry, H and K, Third Cavalry, B
D, E, ¥, and M, Fourth Cavalry, and H and L, Fifth Cavalry, the cav
alry being all commanded by Col. R. 8. Mackenzie, Fourth Cavalry
The infantry and artillery, commanded by Lieut. Col. R. 1. Dodge
Twenty-third Infantry, consisted of Companies A, B, D, F, I, and K
Ninth Infantry, D and G, Fourteenth Infantry, C, G, and I, Twenty
third Infantry, and C, F, H, and K, Fourth Artillery. A cantonmen
was established near old Fort Reno, Wyo., and the cavalry was sew
out, under Colonel Mackenzie, to find and strike a large village whicl
had been reported.

At noon on November 24, while marching toward the Sionx I’ass o
the Big Horn Mountains, Mackenzie’s Indian scouts reported the cam]
of the enemy about twenty miles distant, near the North Fork of Pow
der River. The command halted till sunset, intending by a nigh
march to surprise the Indians at daybreak, and soon after that hour o3
the 25th, almost a complete surprise was effected. The only practicabl
approach to the village was at the lower end and the Indians took rei

¥
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age in a net-work of very deep ravines beyond the upper end of the
camp, leaving on foot and taking nothing but their arms with them. A
brisk fight for about an hour ensued, after which skirmishing was kept
ap until night. The village, consisting of one hundred and seventy-
three lodges, with their coutents, was entirely destroyed, and about
five hundred ponies were captured. Thebodiesoftwenty-fivedead Indians
fell into the hands of the troops, but it was believed a much heavier loss
was inflicted. The casualties to the troops were five men killed and
twenty-five wounded, besides nineteen horses killed. In a very gallant
charge npon the Indians, Licut. John A. Mc¢Kinney, Fourth Cavalry,
was killed.

The severity of the weather was intense, and being so encumbered 3
by his wounded, Mackenzie rejoined the main column of the expedition
which had been following hiim, all returning to the cantonment near:
Fort Reno. The thermometer was so far below zero that further activey,
field operations, in such weather, were considered impracticable, a-ndé;
they were, therefore, saspended for the winter. §’

Meanwhile, in the Department of Dakota, the operations of Colouel '
Miles against Sitting Bull and his confederates were continued. On
December 7, First Lieut. F. D. Baldwin, with Companies G, I, and I,
Fifth Tnfantry, numbering one hundred officers and men, overtook Sit-
ting BulVs camp of one hundred and ninety Jodges, followed and drove
it south of the Missouri, near the mouth of Bark Creek. The Indians
resisted Baldwin’s crossing of the river for a short time, and then re-
treated into the Bad Lands. On December 18 this same force, under
Lieutenant Baldwin, surprised Sitting BullP’s band of one hundred and
twenty-two lodges, near the head of the Redwater, a southern
affiuent of the Missouri, capturing the entire camp and its contents,
together with about sixty horses, ponies, and mules. The Indians es-
caped with little besides what they had upon their persons, and scat-
tered southward across the Yellowstone.
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The large cantonment at the mouth of the Tongue River lmjring beer
established, from this point as a base the pursuit of the remnants of the
Sioux and Northern Cheyennes with Sitting Bull and Crazy Torse way
energetically pressed by the troops under Colonel Miles.  The low stati
of water in the river now gave the troops on the Yellowstone a three
fold task of great difficulty, to shelter themselves by building hats, tc
bring up their supplies by tedious hauling from the head of navigation
and to prosecute, simultaneously, in the midst of winter, vigorous ficld
operations against the hostiles.

On the 29th of December Colonel! Miles, with Companies A, C, D,
E, and K, Fifth Infantry, and Companies & and F, Twenty-second In.
fantry, numbering four hundred and thirty-six officers and men, with
two pieces of artillery, moved out against the Sioux and Cheyennes
under Crazy Iorse, whose camp had been reported south of the Yel.
lowstone, in the valley of Tongue River. As the column moved up the
Tongue the Indians abandoned their winter camps, consisting of about
six hundred lodges, and the column had two sharp skirmishes on the
Ist and 3d of January, driving the Indians ap the valley of Tongue
River, until the night of the 7th, when the advance captured a young
warrior and seven Cheyenne women and children, who proved to be
relatives of one of the head-men of the tribe. A determined attempt
was made by the Indians to rescue the prisoners, and preparations were
made for the severe fight to be expected the next day. On the morn-
ing of Janunary 8, about six hundred warriors appeared in fiont of the
troops and an engagement followed, lasting about tive hours. The fight
took place in a cafion, the Indians oceupying a spur of the Wolf Mount-
tain range, from which they were driven by repeated charges, The
ground was covered with iece and snow to a depth of from one to three
feet, and the latter portion of the engagement was fought in a blinding
snow-storm, the troops stumbling and falling, in scaling the ice and
snow covered eliffs from which the Indians were driven, with serious
loss in killed and wounded, through the Wolt Mountains and in‘the di-
rection of the Big Ilorn range. The troops lost three mwen killed and
eight wounded. The column then returned to the eantonment at the
mouth of Tongue Liver.

January 9, a detachment of Troops H and I, Sixth Cavalry, and
Company O, Indian scouts, under command of Lient. J. A. Rucker, Sixth
Cavalry, from the Department of Arizona, had a fight with a band of
Indians in the mountainsin the western part of New Mexico, killing ten
Indians and capturing one; one eulisted man was wounded.,
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January 12, on Elkhorn Creek, Wyoming, a small detachment of
Troop A, Third Cavalry, had a fight with a band of Indiaus, three en-
listed men being wounded.

February 23, near Deadwood, Dak., Lieut. J. I, Cummings, with
Troop C, Third Cavalry, attacked a war party of Indiauns, killing one
Indian and recapturing six hundred sheep, seventeen horses, and seven
head of cattle.

May 4, Capt. P. L. Lee, with Troop G, Tenth Cavalry, had a fight
with Indians near Lake Quemado, Texas, killing four and capturing
six; one enlisted man was killed, sixty-nine head of stoek were captured,
and twelve lodges, with their contents, destroyed. On May 6, three
more lodges and their supplies were burned by Captain Lee’s command
in Canon Resecata.

The prisoners which Colonel Miles’ command eaptured from Crazy
Horse's village, on the night of- Junuary 7, proved a valuable acquisi-
tion in communicating with the hostiles and in arranging negotiations
for their surrender. On February 1, Colonel Miles sent ont a scout,
with two of the captives, offering terms on which a surrender would be
accepted, informing the hostiles that a non-compliance would result in
a movement of the troops against them. ollowing up the trail from
the scene of the engagement of January 8, near the Wolf Mountains,
the Indians were found camped on a tributary of the Little Big Horn.
The mission was successfully executed, and on February 19 the scout
returned with nineteen Indians, mainly chiefs and leading warriors, who
desired to learn the exact conditions upon which they could surrender.
“The terms were repeated, viz, unconditional surrender and compliance
with such orders as might be received from higher authority. The del-
egation returned to their village, the camps moved to near the forks of
Powder River for a general council, and a large delegation of leading
chiefs came in, March 18, to learn whether further concessions could be
obtained from Colonel Miles. They were informed that there would be
no change in previous conditions and that it would be equally satisfac-
tory if the Indians surrendered at the more southern agencies, but that
they must do one thing or the other, or troops would be immediately
gent oub after them. Crazy Horse’s unele, named ¢ Little Hawk,” with
others, then guaranteed to cither bring the Indian camp to the canton-
ment at Tongue River, or to take it to the lower agencies, leaving in
Colonel Miles’ hands as a pledge of good faith nine hostages, prominent
men and head warriors of both tribes. Three hundred Indians, led
by “Two Moons,” “ Hump,” and other chiefs, surrendered to Colonel
Miles on April 22.  The largest part of the bands, numbering more than
two thousand, led by Crizy Horse, Little Hawlk, and others, moved
southward and sarremdered at the Red Cloud and Spotted Tail Agencies
in May.

Crazy Horse and his people were placed on the reservation near Camp
Robinson, where, for a time, they appeared quiet and peaceable, but in
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a few months the restraints of this new position becanie so irksome te
Crazy Horse, that ke began to concoct schemes again involving his peo
ple in war. It was determined, therefore, to arvest and confine him
Whilst on his way to the guard-house he broke from those around him
and attempted to escape by hewing his way, with a knife, through the
circle of sentinels and by-standers. In the melée he was fatally wounded
and died on the night of September 7.

In the mean time Sitting Bull’s camp had gathered near the Yellow:
stone, and when Crazy Horse aud his confederates decided to place them
selves under subjection to the governmeat, Sitting Bull's band.in order
to avoid surrendering and to escape further pursuit, retreated beyond
the northern boundary and took refnge on Canadian soil, the party be.
ing in a very destitute condition, almost out of anzmunition and having
iost nearly everything excepting their guns and horses.

From those who had surrendered Colonel Miles learned that a band
of renegades, chiefly Minneconjous, under ¢ Lame Deer.” had determined
not to yield, had broken off from those who surrendered at Toungne
River, and had moved westward. This was about April 22, and as soon
as the necessary forage could be obtained, on May 1, Colonel Miles, with
a force consisting of Troops I, G, H, and I, Second Cavalry, Companies
B and H, Fifth Intantry, and E, I¥, G, and H, Twenty-second Infantry,
started up Tongue River. At a point sixty-three miles from its mouth,
they eut loose from the wagons, struek across to and moved up the
Rosebud, and after a very hard march, with searcely a halt during two
nights and one day, the command surprised Lame Deer’s band on May
7, near the mouth of Muddy Creek, an affluent of the Rosebud. The
village was charged in fine style and the Indian herd of animals ent off
and secured. The Indians were called on to surreuder; Lame Deer and
“Tron Star,” his head warrior, appeared desirous of doing so, but after
shaking hands with some of the officers, the Indians either meditating
treachery or fearing it, again began firing. This ended peace-making
and the fight was resumed, the hostiles being driven, in a rauning fight,
eight miles across the broken country, to the Rosebud. ¥ourteen In.
dians were killed, including Lame Deer and Iron Star, four hundred
and fifty horses, mules, and ponies, and the entire Indian camp ountfit
were captured, including fifty-one lodges well stored with supplies.
Lient. Alfred M. Fuller, Second Cavalry, was slightly wounded; four
enlisted men were killed and six were wounded. The Indians who es-
caped subsequently moved eastward to the Little Missouri, and the
command returned to the cantonment, where four companies, B, F, G,
and I, Fifth Infantry, were mounted with the Indian ponies and con-
tinued to serve as cavalry until after the Nez Percés campaign in the
following autumn.

Daring the remainder of May and the carly part of June the force
under Colonel Miles, commanding the Distriet of the Yellowstone, was
increased by eleven troops of the Seventh Cavalry, four companies of
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the Tirst Infantry, and two of the Eleventh Infantry. A portion of
these were sent to assist in the construction of the new post on the
Big IHorn (now Ifort Custer), and field operations were continued by
geveral separate columuns from Colonel Miles' force.

Oue of these detachments, consisting of six companies of the Twen-
ty-second Infantry, three companies of the First Infantry, and one troop
of the Seventh Cavalry, under command of Maj. H. M. Lazelle, First
Infantry, on June 16, left Tongue River, dropped down by boat to be-
low the mouth of Powder River, warched thence beyond the Box Elder
on the Upper Little Missouri, aud strack the trail of Lame Deet’s band,

Mhve waa Inllawad voorle +0 Qoundinal Dabdns 2l o dvnnn awcantn i g asned
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A second detachment, consisting of three troops of the Second Cav-
alry and one piece of artillery, was sent by boat from Tongue River
to Glendive, July 2, with orders to march towards the Little Missouri
and to try to intercept the Indians pursued by Major Lazelle. The two
forces united on the Yellowstone about July 18, and the three troops of
the Second Cavalry, re-enforced by three companies, A, IH, and I, Fifth
Infantry, mounted, were placed under command of Maj. J. 8. Brisbin,
Second Cavalry, These two commands moved across the Little Mis.
souri, following the trail of the Indians up fthat streamn to Short Pine
Hills.  Major "Lazelle’s force then returned with the wagous to Wolf
Rapids and subsequently to Tongue River, arriving there about the
end of August. Brisbin’s colmn, with pack animals, continued the
pursuit of the Indians across the Little Powder River, then to the main
Powder and over the Wyomiug boundary, gaining upon the hostiles
and cansing them to abandon some of their property, but without sue-
ceeding in getting a fight, Worn out by the hard marching and pur-
suit, Brisbin’s column returned by the valleys of Powder and Tongue
rivers to the cantomment af the mouth of the latter, where it arrived
August 30; the Indians, continually parsued and harrassed by the
troops, moved southward to Red Clond and Spotted Tail Agencies, sur-
rendering there during the months of July, August, and September.

In the latter part of July, the Nez I’ercés Indians, pursued by Gen-
eral Howard with troops from the Department of the Columbiz, made
their way, via the Lo-Lo trail, toward Montana; Captain Rawn, Sev.
enth Infantry, promptly threw a small force, consisting of his company
of thirty men and a few citizen volunteers, into the Lo-Lo Pass, where
they iutrenclhed themselves in the cafion, determined to dispute the en-
trance of «“Chiel Joseph” and his baud into Montana,

On July 27, Captain Rawn had a talk with the NezPereés, who pro-
posed, if unmolested, to march peaceably through the Bitter oot Val-
ley, but Ciptain Rawn refused to allow them to pass without the war-
riors surrendering their arms.  Auother council was arranged for the
following day, July 28, Captain Rawn hoping to detain the Nez Percés
until General Howard’s troops, or expected assistance from Fort Shaw,
Mont., ander Colonel Gibbon, should arrive.
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After the second council, the Nez Pereés retused to comply with Cay
tain Rawn’s demands, and, by ¢limbing the hills, succeeded in passiy
around his lank into the Bitter Root Valley. Captain Rawn then aba
doned his breastworks, formed a skirmish line across the caiion and ag
vanced in the direction the Indians bad taken, but they reireated int
the Bitter Root; only about a dozen or twenty of the volunteers rq
maining with Captain Rawn’s small company, it was obliged to retar
to its post near Missoula.

Col. J. Gibbon, Seventh Infantry, having collected from the posts i)
Montana, several companies of his regiment, started from Fort Shay
for Missoula, one hundred and fifty miles distant, making the march i
seven days. He reached the new post there on the afternoon of Au
gust 3, his foree consisting of companies A, D, I, G, 1, and K, Seventl
Infantry, with about thirty-five citizen volunteers, aggregating o
hundred and ninety-one officers and men.

With this command Colonel Gibbon started in pursuit of the In
dians, who had turned southward up the valley of the Bitter Root, and
after five days of terrible climbing over the rugged and broken country
jutervening, the Ney Pereés village was overtaken on the night of the
8th of Angust, in the “ Big Hole Basin,” Montana. The troops quietly
made theiv way, in the darkness, through the Indian herd of ponies,
and stationed themselves near the village, the command lying down to
wait for dawn. i

As day began to break, the troops, in perfect silence, moved to their
positions for attack, a deep slough, with water waist deep, having to
be crossed before reaching the Indian camp. Suddenly a single shot
was heard on the extreme left, followed quickly by others, and the line
of men sprang forward. A heavy fire was at once opened along the
entire length of the Indian “teepees,” the startled Nez Percés rushing
from their lodges in every direction, many taking refuge in the brush
and behind the bapk of the creek, along which the village lay. A de-
structive fire was poured into the troops, as the latter came into the
open ground, but in less than twenty minutes they were in full posses-
sion of the camp, and orders were given for its destruction.

Whilst part of the men were engaged in burning the lodges the In-
dians kept up a fire from their sheltered positions, officers and men fall-
ing rapidly under these well-divected shots, until orders were reluc-
tantly given to withdraw from the village and take shelter in the tim-
ber. This movement was suceesstully accomplished, the troops carry-
ing off with them such of their wounded as could be found, the Nez
Percés following closely and keeping up a constant fire. The fighting
continued with activity all day, the Ludians attempting to buen out the
troops, by setting fire to the grass and woods, and during the vight
shots were occasionally discharged into the position of the troops.

Iu the night wmarch, on’ August 8, to surprive and attack the camp,
the supply train had to be left behind, so that the troops were wholly
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without food, blankets, or medicine for the wounded, all being forced to
satisfy hunger, as well as they could, with the flesh of their dead horses-
About eleven o’¢lock at night, on Angust 10, the Indians gave the troops
a parting volley and disappeared.

On the morning of August 11, parties were sent out by Gibbon to bury
the dead, ail of whom were found and properly interred. At ten o’clock
in the morning, General Howard, with a small escort from his eolumn,
reached Gibbon’s position, and preparations were at once made to re-
sume the pursuit.

Iu this engagement the casualties were very great, considering the
small size of the foree engaged, and were as follows : Killed, Capt. Will-
iam Logan and First Lient. James H. Bradley, Seventh Intantry, twenty-
one cnlisted men and six citizens; total killed, twenty-nine. Wounded,
Col. John Gibbon, Capt. (. Williams, two wounds; First Lieut. C. A.
Coolidge, three wouunds; First Lieut. William L. English, two wounds,
one wound mortal; Second Lieut. C. A, Woodrutl, three wounds; four
eitizen volunteers wounded and thivty-one enlisted men, one of the lat-
ter mortally ; total killed and wounded, sixty-nine, out of a strength of
one hundred and ninety-one. Licutenant English died of his wounds
Aungust 20,

Captain Comba, who commanded the burial party, reported ﬁnding
the bodies of mgut\ nine dead Indians on the field.

On August 13, fifty of Colonel Gibbow’s badly c¢rippled force volun-
teered, under n;)mln Browning and Licutenants Wright and Van Ors-
dale, to go with General Howard in pursuit of the hostiles, and Colonel
Gibbon proceeded with the wounded to Deer Lodge, Mont., ninety miles
distant, where they arrived on Angust 16. Capt. R. Norwood, with
Troop L, Second Cavalry, started from Irort Ellis, August 8, to join Col-
onel Gibbon in the field, but while en route was ordered to report to
General Howard.

After leaving the Big Hole battle gronnd, the Nez Percés proceeded
south, past the town of Bannock, murdering settlers and stealing stock
as they went. They then crossed the main divide of the Rocky Moun-
tains, east of Fort Lemhi, turned east and recrossed the Rockies again,
near Henry’s Lake, moved thence to the Madison River, up that stream
to the Geyser Basin and through that to the Yellowstone. This they
crossed, and then moved, by an irregular course, to Clarl’s Fork and
down that to its junction with the Yellowstone, closely pursned by Gen-
eral Howard's wearied troops and the detachment from Colonel Gibbon’s
commanil.

Early in the morning of August 20, at Camas Meadows, Idaho, the
Nez Percés succeeded in capturing about one hundred mules from Gen-
eral Howard ; Major Sanford, with two troops of the First Cavalry, and
that of Captain Norwood, pursued with great energy, struck the Indians
and recaptured aboat hﬂ;y of the animals. In this attack Lieut. H. M.
Benson, Seventh Infantry, attached to Captain Norwood’s troop, and
six enlisted men were wounded ; one enlisted man was killed.
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Information of the direction the Nez Pereés were taking having been
transmitted by telegraph, Colonel Sturgis, with Troops I, G, H, 1, L,
and M, Seventh Cavalry, numbering about three hundred and sixty
men, was dispatched from the neighborhood of Tougue River, to try to
intercept the hostiles in the direction of Judith Gap. On Angust 27,
Colonel Sturgis received, by way of Fort BHis, a telegram from General
Howard, dated the 25th, at Vivginia City, Mont., stating that the hos-
tiles would cross the Stiuking River, about one hundred miles southeast
of the Crow Agency ; healso received information throngh hisscouting
parties, which satistied him that the Nez Pereds were still south of the
Yellowstone, so Colonel Sturgis decided to wateh both the Stinking
River and Clark’s Fork.  On Neptember 3 he struck the trail, and on
September 11 met the exhausted troops ot General Howard in the
vieinity of Clark’s Fork.

Colonel Sturgis pushed on, with his own command, hoping by foreed
marches of fifty or sixty miles per day, tor three or four days, to over
take the Nez Pereés; so, joined by about fifty men of Troops ¢ and K,
First Cavalry, and two mountain howitzers from General Howard’s ex-
pedition, the chase was resumed. At the same time word was sent by
couriers to Colonel Miles, at Tongue River, notifving him of the conrse
the Nez Percés were last following, in the belief that he might, by a
rapid direet marely from his pdy@r. intereept the hostiles still further te
the north.

The first day affer leaving Geueral Howard, Colonel Sturgis narehed
fifty miles, and the next morning, September 15, he reached the Yel-
lowstone and crossed the river. The Nez Peveds being reported tn sight,
the colnmuo moved rapidly down the valley six orseven miles, the advancee
gnard attacking a few Indian skivmishers posted behind the erests of
some ridges. Colonel Bturgis’ entire foree soon became engaged and
drove these Indians hack upon their main body, which was moving up
Canion Creek, The Iudians strongly ocenpied both the eafion and high
ground on each side of it, but they were steadily driven by the troops
from rock to vock toward the head of the caiion when night-fall put an
end to the tight.

The loss of the Indiaus in this engagement and in the parsuit on the
following day was twenty-one killed; the loss of the troops was three
enlisted men killed and Capt. T, IL Freneh, Seventh Cavalry, and eleven
enlisted men wounded; the mmnber of ponies Tost by the Indians was
altogether about nine hundred.

Easly on September 14, Srurgis resumed the pursuit, preceded by a
Targe party of Crow scouts, who killed five more of the rear gnard of
the Nez Percés and eaptoced four hundred of the entire number of
ponies taken by Sturgis’ command.  Worn ont by incessant marching,
the troops could do little, iowever, to diminish the distance between
shemselves and the Indians, every officer and man of the cavalry taken
from Generul Howard's column being on foot, owing to the exhuusted
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condition of their horses. For several days the troops had been wholly
without rations, and the limit of endurance had been reached by both
men and animals; Colonel Sturgis accordingly discontinued his pursuit
and waited for General Howard to overtake him, when both commands
were united, and marched together from the Musselshell to the Missouri,
reaching Carroll on October 1. General Lloward proceeded by boat to
Cow Island, leaving Colonel Sturgis in ‘command of the troops.

The night of September 17, Colonel Miles received the communica-
tion informing him of the movements of the Nez Percés; he at onee
started from Tongne River, September 18, and marched rapidly in &
northwest direetion to intercept the enemy. His force consisted of
Troops I, G, and 1, Second Cavalry; A, D, and K, Seventh Cavalry,
and Companies B, F, G, I, and K, Fifth Infantry (mounted), two pieces
of light artillery, and a detachment of white and Indian seouts; he
decided to push for the gap between the northern end of the Little
Roeky and the Bear Paw Mountains.  On September 23, the Nez Percés
erossed the Missouri at Cow Island, destroying the public and private
stores there, A detachment of twelve men, under Sergeant Molchert,
Seventh Infantry, was stationed at this point, in a slight intrenchment;
they were repeatedly charged by the Nez Percés, who were, however,
as often repulsed by the little garrison consisting of but fonr citizens
and Sergeant Molchert's detachment ; two of the citizens were wounded.

Major Hges, Seventh Infantry, commanding at ¥ort Benton, received
information, on September 21, that the Nez Percés were approaching
Fort Claggets; he immediately started with his single weak compaty
of the Seventh Infantry and o party of thirty-six citizen volunteers, and
reached Claggett the next day,  On September 26, a skirmish ensued,
lasting two hours, one of the volunteers being killed. Major Ilges
feeling that his foree was not strong enough to continue the pursuit,
he withdrew to Cow lsland. '
~ On September 25, Colonel Miles received, through the citizens who
had escaped from Cow Istand, information that the Indians had crossed
the Missouri, so he begau very rapid forced marches, which brought his
command to the Bear Paw range on September 29.

On September 30, at seven o'elock in the morning, after a march
of two hundred and sixty-s2ven miles, Colonel Miles’ command was upon
the trail of the Nez Pereds, and their village was reported only a few
miles away., It was located within the curve of a cresent-shaped cuf
bank in the valley of Snake Creek, and this, with the position of some
warriors in raviues leading into the valley, rendered it impossible for
his scouts to determine the full size and strength of the camp. The
whole colamn, however; advanced at a rapid gait, the leading battalion
of the Second Cavalry being sent to make a slight detour, attack in
rear, and cut off and secure the herd. This was done in gallant style,
the battalion, in a running fight, capturing upwards of eight hundred
ponies; the battalions of the Seventh Cavalry and the Fifth Iunfantry
eharged, mounted, directly upon the village.
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The attack was met by a desperate resistance and every advance was
stubboernly contested by the Indians, but with a courageous persistence,
fichting dismounted, the troops secured command of the whole Indiag
position, excepting the beds of the ravines in which some of the war
riors were posted, A charge was made on foot by a part of the Tifth
Infantry down a slope and along the open valley of the ereek into the
village, but the five of the Indians soon disabled thirty-five per cent. of
the detachment which made this assaunlt, and attempts to capture the
village by such means had to be abandoned.

In the first charge by the troops, and during the hot fighting which
followed, Capt. O. Hale, Seventh Cavalry, Lieut. J. W. Biddle, Seventh
Cavalry, and twenty-two enlisted men were killed; Captains Moylan
and Godfrey, Seventh Cavalry, First Licutenants Baivd and Romeyn,
Fifth Infantry, and thirty-eight enlisted men were wonnded,

The Indian herd having been captured, the eventual escape of the
village became almost impossible. The casnalties to the troops had
amounted to twenty per cenf. of the foree engaged, there were many
wonnded to care for, and there were neither tents nor fuel, a cotd wind
and suow storm prevailing on the night of September 30, so Colonel
Miles determined to simply hold his advantage for a time, notifying
General Howard and Colonel Sturgis of the situation; Colonel Sturgis
received Colonel Miles' dispateh on the evening of October 2, and at
onee started his troops for the battle-field.

Ou the moruing of Oetober 1, however, communication was opened
between Colonel Miles' troops and the Indians, and Chief Joseph, with
several of his warriors, appeared ander a lagof truee. Theyexpressed a
willingness to surrender, and bronght iy a part of their arms (eleven
rifles and earbines), but being suspicious, the Nez Percés remaining in
camp, hesitated to come forward and lay down-their arms,  While Chief
Joseph remained in Colonel Miles’ cammp, Lieutenant Jerome, Second
Cavalry, was sent to ascertain what was goingon in the village. He went
into the Indian camp and was detained there by the Nez Pereds, un-
harmed, until Joseph returned on the afternoon of October 2. General
Howard with a smatl escort arrived upon the scene on the evening of
Qetober 4, in time to be present at the full surrender of the Indiaus.

During the fight with Colonel Miles’ command seventeen Indinus were
killed and forty wounded. The surrender included eighty-seven war-
riors, one hundred and eighty-four squaws, and one hnudred and forty-
seven children.  The prisoners were first sentto Fort A, Lincoln, thence
to Fort Leavenworth, Kans., and were finally located in the Indian
Perritory.

In the anunual report for the year 1877, by Colonel Miles, commanding
the Districtof the Yellowstone, the following summary of theoperations
of his troops against Indians in that distriet for theyears 1876 and 1877,
appears: Aggregutedistance marched, over fourthousaud miles; besides
the large amount of property captured and destroyed, sixteen hundred
horses, ponies, and mules were taken from the hostiles; each principal
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engagement was followed by important surrenders of bauds, and up-
wards of seven thousand Indians were either killed, captured, forced to
surrender, or driven out of the country.

September 29, Lieutenant Bullis, Twenty-fourth Infantry, with asmall
detachment, pursued a band of hostile Lipans and attacked them in
their cantp, four miles from Sarngossa, Mexico; heecaptured four squaws,
one boy, twelve horses, and two mules,and destroyed the Indians’ camp
equipage, )

November 1, near the Rio Grande, Licutenant Bullis, Twenty-fourth
Infantry, with a detachment of thirty-seven Scininolescouts, hada fight
with a band of  venegnde Apaches and other Indians.  Capt. S, B. M,
Young, Kightl Cavalry, with @ force of one hundred and sixty-two men,
consisting of Troops A and K, Bighth Cavalry, and ©, Tenth Cavalry,
and Lientenant Bullis’s detachmentof seonts, after a very long pursuit,
succecded in surprising this hand of Indians near the Carmen Mount-
aing, Mexico, on November 20, A ceharge by the troops dispersed the In-
dians in every divection, with a loss of their camp equipage, seventeen
horses, six mules, and <ome arms; one enlisted nan was wounded.

December 13, at Ralston Flat, N, Mex., a detachment of Troops G, 3,

H, and L, Sixth Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. J. A, Rucker, Sixth
Javalrey, from the Department of Arizona, had a skirmish, in which one
Tudian was kilted, The same detachment hadanother tight with Tndians
in Las Animas Monutains, New Mexico, December 18, when fifteen more
Indians were Killed,

o addition to epgagements between troops and Indians in the
Department of Texas, the following attacks were also specially reported
by various post commanders: ‘

October 9, 1876, Jwn Marengo was killed at the mail station ag
Eagle Springs, Tex.

Two wen, named Konntz aund  Spears, mail carviers from Fort
MeKavett, Tex., were killed ; date not given,

February 22, 1877, a buftalo hunter, named Soule, was killed near
the Staked Phiins,

Mareh 7, 1877 four miles from Fort Davis, Deroteo Cardinas and
John Williams were killed,

The commanding oflicer «t Fort Clack, Tex., reported three persons
killed by Indians on Aprit 20, 21, and 22, 1877,

May 30, 1877, Bescento Acosta was killed by Apaches about four
miles from Fort Pavis,

August 1, 1877, Henrey Dill, a stage driver. was killed at Et Muerto,
Tex,, and on the same day, four milés from that place, a man named
Sandy Ball was killed,

A Mexican was killed near Uvalde, November 16, and two Mexi-
san herders were also killed, near Fort Clark, on Novewmber £3,

December 23, Gabriel Valdez and Horan Parsons were killed in Bass
Canon, near Van Hor's Wells, Tex,
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Swmall parties of Nez Percés having agait comwitted murders an
depredations in Moutana, on July 15 First Lieut. T. 8. Wallace, Thix
Infantry, with a detachment of fifteen mounted men, started in pu
suit; he overtook them near Middle Fork of the Clearwater, July 2
killed six Indians and wounded three, captured thirty.one horses an
mules and killed twenty-three, withont loss to his command. 'This part
were supposed to be deserters trom ¢ White Bird’s” band, on their wa
from British Columbia to their former homes in Idaho, ,

August 2, Sergeant Claggett, with eleven men of Troop I, Tent
Cavalry, pursued to the Guadaloupe Mountains a band of Indians wh
had killed a stage driver and vun oft stock at Kl Muerto, Tex,

Bostile Bannock Tudiaus from the Departinent of the Coluinbia pro
ceeded eastward, over the Nez Pered’s trail of the previous year, steal
ing stock on the way; Capt. J. Egan, with Troop K, Sccond Cavalry
proceeded up the Madison Hiver, in the divection of Henry’s Lutke, and o1
August 27, struck a Bannock cainp and eaptyred fifty-six head of stock

Hearing of the approach of the Bannocks, Colonel Miles, with one
bhundred men of the Fifth Infantry and a bavd of thirty-five Crow scout:
hastened to intercept the hostiles., A small party under command of
Lientenant Clark, Second Cavalry, was detached by Colonel Miles, tc
make a detour, and on the 29th and 30th of August, struck parties ol
Bannocks, inflicting some damage in each case.  Colonel Miles contin
ued up Clark’s York of the Yellowstone, and oi September 4, sur
prised a camp of Bannocks, killed eleven Indians and eaptured thirty.
one, together with two hundred horses and mnles; Captain Benuett,
Fifth Infantry, was Killed, also the Interpreter and one Indian scout;
one enlisted man was wonnded. '

On September 12, Lieat. 1L. 8. Bishop, Fitth Cavalry, with a detach-
ment of thirty vlen and some Shoshone seouts, struck a party of Ban-
nocks on a tributary of Snake River, Wyoming, killed one Indian and
captured seven, together with eleven horses and three mules; the pris-
oners had escaped from the fight with Colenel Miles on Clark’s Fork,
September 4, and reported that they had lost twenty-cight killed in
that affair.

After the extensive surrenders in 1877, of the hostile Northern Chey-
ennes, in the Departments of Dakota and the Platte, & portion, num-
bering two hundred and thirty-five men, three hundred and twelve
women, and three hundred and eighty-six children, with four Arapa-
hoes, were sent with a military guard from Fort. Robinson, Nebr., to
the Chieyenne wud Arapaboe Ageney, at Fort Reno, Tnd. T, where they
were turned over to the Tndian igent on August 8, 1877,

Subsequent to that date other small parties survendered and some
died, so that on July 1, 1873, the mumber of Northern Cheyennes, at
Fort Reno, Ind., T, was nine lnmdred and forty-two.  Anattenpt had
been made by General Pope, commanding the Depavtment of the Mis.
souri, to disarm and dismount these Indiuns, so as 1o plece them onthe
game footing with the Southern Cheyennes, but as it was found thig
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could not be done without violation of the. conditions of their surren-
der, they were permitted to retain their arms and ponies,

A large part of these Northern Cheyennes found friendsand kindred
among the Southern Cheyennes at Fort Reno, mixed with them, and
joined the various bands. About one-third of the Northern Cheyennes,
however, under the leadership of ¢« Dull Knife,” ¢ Wild Hog,” ¢ Lattle
Wolf,” and others, comprising aboutthree hundred and seventy-five In-
dians, remained together and would not affiliate with the Sounthern
Cheyennes. Dissatisfied with life at theirnew agency at Fort Ileno, they
determined to break away, move north, aud rejoin their friends in the
country where they formerly lived. As nearly as could be ascertained,
those who escaped from Fort Reno numbered eighty-nine men, one hun-
dred and twelve women, and one hundred and thirty-four children.
Their intention to escape had long been susp ected and their movements
were consequently watched by the troops, but by abandoning all their
lodges, which they left standing, they stole away on the night of Sep-
tember 9. Two troops of the Fourth Cavalry, under Captain Rendle-
brock, the only mounted force at Reno, started immediately in pursuit,
and the garrisons were ordered out from Forts Supply, Dodge, Lyon,
and other places near the Arkansas River, to intercept or overtake the
escaping band; some cavalry was also ordered up to Fort Reno, from
Tort Sill, to prevent an extension of this exodus, and two troops of the
Fourth Cavalry were also directed to march rapidly from Yort Elliott,
Tex., to Fort Dodge. Besides these precautions, the garrisons of Fort
Wallaee, two companies of Sixteenth Infantry, Fort Hays, three com-
panics of Third Infantry, and Fort Leavenworth, the latter consisting
of one hundred mounted men of the Twenty-third Infantry, altogether
two hundred and fifty wen, were disposed along the line of the Kansas
Pacific Railvoad, to watch for the Cheyennes, should they succeed in
eluding the troops upon the Arkansas.

In the Department of the Platte, dispositions of troops were made
along the line of the Union Pacific Railroad, at points where the In-
dians might be expected to cross, should they escape between the de-
tachments in the Department of the Missouri.

On September 16, Lieut. Col. Wn. H, Lewis, Nineteenth Infantry,
commanding officer at Fort Dodge, Kans., reported that the Cheyennes
were raiding about the mouth of Bluff Creek, Indian Territory, and
were driving off stock. Colonel Lewis sent all the force he could spare
(about forty men of the Nineteenth Infantry) to Pierceville, north of
the Arkansas and west of Fort Dodge, to try and strike the Indians,
if they attempted to cross the river. On September 19, he sent Captain
Morse, with his eompany of thirty-five men of the Sixteenth Infantry,
ten more men of the Nineteenth Infantry, and Troop I, Fourth Cavalry,
all of whom had arrived at Fort Dodge, to assist in pursuit south of
the Arkausas.

All the operations along the line of the Arkansas were finally placed
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under direction of Colonel Lewis, whose force at. last numbered abon
two hundred and fifty men, only one-half of them being cavalry.

On September 21, about dark, the united companies of Captain Ren
dlebrock and Captain' Morse, numbering about one hundred and fiff;
soldiers, with some fifty citizens, had a skirmish with the Indian
.on Sand Creek, south of the Arkansas, and again upon the followingeap

On the 24th of September, the trail of the Indians was found north
sast of ‘Pierceville, showing thut they had succeeded in crossing th
Arkansas, and on the morning of the 25th, Colonel Lewis, in commanc
of all the det%hments of troops in the immediate neighborhood, startec

hi v havine only ingt arrived at Forg ﬂndoa after ¢
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very hard forced march from Fort Elliott, Tex.

Colonel Lewis pursued rapidly in a northwest direction, througt
Kansas, until about five o’clock in the evening on September 28, wher
he overtook the Cheyennes on “Punished Womaw's” Fork of th
Smoky Hill River, where the Indians were found very strongly in
trenched and waiting for the troops.  Colonel Lewis attacked them a
once and in gallantly leading an assault upon their position he was
mortally wounded, dying the sawe night whilst being conveyed in ar
ambulance to the nearest wilitary post, Fort Wallace, Kans.; three
enlisted men were wounded, one ludian was found killed, and seven
teen dead saddle ponies; sixty-two head of stock were captured.

On the morning of September 28, the senior surviving officer, Captain
Mauck, Fourth Cavalry, continued the pursnit and reached the Kansas
Pacific Railroad on the morning of September 29, the Indians having
succeeded in passing between the infantry detachments patrolling the
line of that road, and having crossed the track necar Carlyle, 'K(Lns
during the night of September 28,

Al the troops on the line of the Kansas Pacific Railroad, under com.
mand of Col. Jeff. C. Davis, Twenty-third Infantry, were then pushed
northward in pursunit, as was also the cavalry under Captain Mauck,
but the Indians tore through the country, murdering and devastating
the settlements on the Beaver, the Solomon, and the Republican, kill-
ing every settler they encountered, remounting themselves with some
two hundred and fifty horses stolen on the way, and abandoning about
#ixty worn-out ponies in crossing the State of Kansas.

On November 11, the governor of Kansas, in writing, informed the
honorable Secretary of War that in this raid through his State the
Cheyennes had murdered over forty men ‘and had ravished many
women.,

Simaltaneously with the escape from Fort Reno of this payrty of
Northern Cheyennes under ¢ Dull Knife ” and other chiefs, a band of
one hundred and eighty-two surrendered Northern Cheyenues, from
Fort- Keogh; Mont., were also moving, with a small military escort,
towards the Indian Territory, to be located on the same reservation at
Fort Reno. These indians were at once halted at Fort Sidney, Nebr.,
and for a time serious apprehensions were felt that they might learn of
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the eseape of their people from the Indian Territory and attempt to unite

with them, ,

The utmost .mti\'it.\* prevailed on the part of the few troops which
1 Iimme of the Union Paciflic Bailwav, and a

ol on .H.,, it &

<

me of cars was kept rc;uh at Sidney, with steam up, to rapidly
throw all that could then be assembled (Ab()llt one hundred and forty
infuntry and cavalry, nnder Magor Thornburgh, Fourth Infantry) upon
any point on the road where the fugitives from the south might attempt
to cross,  (General Merritt, with the Fifth Cavalry, was ordered to
move ay rapidly as possible to Fort Layamie, and Colonel Carlton, with
the Third Cavalry, to Fort Robiuson, while other troops in the depart
inent algo joined in the pursuit,

In spite of all precautions, however, on Oetober 4, the Cheyennes
crossed the Union Pacifie Raitway at Alkali Station, o considerable
distance east of Sidney. Within an hour after reccipt of the news
Major Thoruburgly, with the troops at Sidney, were on board of a train,
hastening toward the place ol the crossing,  Captain Mauck, with the
troops following on the trail from the Department of the Missouri,
arvived only a few hours later.  Major Thornburgh, with his small de-
tachment of eavalry and mounted infantry, pushed ahead rapidly upon
the trail, the rest of his infantry following in wagons as fast as they
conld, through a very diflicult country, selected by the Indians, full of
high hills of soft sand, and destitute of water and grass, All of Thorn-
burgl’s wagons were soon abavdoned and his troops pressed on, from
October 6 to October 10, with only such supplies as could be car-
ried on their horses.  On October 10, Thornburgh’s command, wholily
out of rations, joined a colamn of five troops of the Third Cavalry,
under Major Carlton, near the Niobrara River, where, finding further
immediate pursnit impraeticable, the two covumauds marched to Camp
Sheridan, Nebr,, having suffered severely for want of food and water,
and being completely worn ont by the hard pursuit thirongh the sand
hills.  Captain Mauck’s command was exhausted by their long march
Al the way from Texas and theiv rapid ehase of the fugitives, so they
moved to Fort Sidney, whenee they conducted the Northern Cheyenne
prisoners, hekd there, to the Indian Territory.

On October 15, the conmanding officer at Fort Robinson telegraphed
that Indians had run off stoek in that vicinity, so Major Carlton’s eol-
umn of the Third Cavalry started from Camp Sheridan for Fort Robin-
son.  The same day the commanding officer of Fort Siduey reported the
tapture of twe Cheyennes, by a party of cowboys, on Snake Creek,
The prisoners stated the fugitives had intended to reach the Cheyennes,
supposed to be at Fort Keogh, Mont., where, if permitted to stay,
they wonld themselves surrender, otherwise ﬂldt they should try te join
Sitting Bl 1, who still remained in the British possessions.  These pris-
oners also st.m*d through Mr. Ben Clarke, Cheyenne interpreter, that
they had lost fifteen killed in the various i}"ht\ subsequent to theu es-

cape from Fort Reno.
5516——6
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The fugitives, having now eluded capture in both the Departments ¢

the Missouri and the Platte, the troops in the Department of Dakot
were added to the pursuing forces, and on October 17, Major Tilford
with nine troops of the Seventh Cavalry, two companies of the Firs
and two of the Eleventh Infantry, numbering four hundred and thirt;
enlisted men, reached Camp Sheridan, from Bear Buttes (Fort Meade)
Dak. .
On October 18; Acting Indian Agent Tibbetts, Red Cloud Ageney
reported the capture, by Red Clond’s Indians, of a party of ten of th
fugitives.  On October 21, Major Carlton reported that ¢ America
Horse,” an agency Indian, expressed the opinion that two parties of th
Cheyenunes had escaped northward, but that a third party still remaines
in the Sand Hills, and that the agency Indians wanted to cateh them
if they could keep their captured arms and horses.  Major Carlion de
tached & force in search of this party, and on October 23, Capt. J. B
Johuson, commanding Troops B and D, Third Cavalry, captured on
handred and forty-nine of the Cheyennes and oue hundred and fort;
head of stock. Chiefs ¢ Dull Knife,” ¢ Old Crow,” and * Wild Hog
were among the prisoners. Their ponies were taken away, togethe
with such arms as could then be found, but the prisoners said the;
would die rather than be taken back to the Indian Territory.  On Octo
Der 23, when told they mast go to Fort Robiuson, regarding this as
step toward the Indian Territory, they began digging ritle pits and con
structing breastworks in their camp. A fight seemed inevitable, but b;
great coolness and good judgment on the part of the officers a collision
was prevented; re-enforcements with two pieces of artillery arrived
when the Indians yielded and accompanied the troops to IFort Robinson
where all arms which could be found remaining were taken from them
and the prisoners were confined in an empty set of barracks, The re
mainder of the fugitives, under ¢ Little Wolf,” succeeded in aking
their escape by scattering among the Sand Hills, where o dense snov
covered their trail, though troops kept up the search wntil numbers o
the soldiers were badly frozen.

On October 5, the commanding officer at Fort Clark, Tex., reported
that one boy and three girls, belonging to a fumily named Dowdy, wer
killed by Indians at a ranch on Johpson’s Fork of the Guadaloupe
Texas.

October 22, Maj. G. llges, Seventh Infantry, with a detachment o
troops from Ilort Benton, Mont.,, captured a camp of thirty-five half
breed Indians, with eighty horses and fourteen guns, trespassers i
Montana from the British possessions, The same day Jobn Sanders,
stage driver, was killed near Flat Rocks, Tex. (Reported by the com
manding officer of FFort Stockton, Tex.)

November 27, the commanding officer of IFort Ellis, Mont., reporte
that “Ten Doy,” a friendly Indian, had wrested seven hostile Ban
nocks, disarmed them, and sent them under an Indian guard to Colone
Miles, at Tongue River,

-



The Northern Cheyennes held in confinement at Fort Robinson were
informed that the Indian Department had dirceted their return to the
country from which they liad escaped. Only afew of the prisoners, how-
ever, expressed a willingness to go, and upon attempting to remove their
eftects from the prison room, were forcibly detained there by the other
Indians who, fearing punishment for the crimes which they had com-
mitted during their flight, were determined to die rather than be taken
back to the Sonth again.

rv O3t was decided to arrest S Wild Hoo P 1]
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turber, and he was securely ironed only after a very severe straggele, in
wliich a soldier was stabbed. The Indians in the building used as a
prison immediately barricaded the doors and covered the windows to
conceal their movements, tearing ap the floor and naking rifle-pits to
comnand all the entrances. At first it was supposed the Indians had
only kuives, but when captured they had also succeeded in concealing
some pistols and carbines. Armed with slings and other weapons, their
prison room was deseribed in an official report as “ like a den of rattle-
snakes,” into which it was certain death for any white man to enter,
About ten o'clock on the night of January 10, while six sentinels were
on guard around the prison building, shots were fired from the windows,
killing two of the sentinels and wounding a corporal in the guard-room.
Simultavcously a rush was made from all the windows, the Indians
dashing out resolved to kill or be killed. The guard and the troops of
the gavrison gave ehase, the Indians fleeing toward the creek near the
post, and keeping up an incessant fire upon their pursuers. All re-
fused to surrender when called upon to do so, and in the various
struggles which took place altogether five soldiers were killed and
seven wounded ; thirty-two Iudians were killed and seventy-one were
recaptured,  The pursuit of the remainder was continued, and on Jan-
wary 11, abont twelve miles from the post, they were overtaken in a
strongly intrenched position, where skirmishing was kept up all day,
the Indians appearing to have plenty of ammunition. On January 13,
Licutenant Simpson, of the Third Cavalry, attacked them and had one
corporal killed ; latver in the day lie struck them again near the Hat Creek
roud, wheve he had another enlisted man wounded. On January 14 the
Indians were again attacked by the troops in a strougly intrenched
place, about twenty miles from Fort Robinson. Shells were fired into
their position, but no damage appeared to be done, and during the night
they again succeeded in making their escape. Of the fugitives only
(#3)
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forty-five now remained nnaccounted for by death or eapture; of the:
ninetesn were warriors, and all were evidently bent upon joining ¢ Li
tle Wolf’s” baud, frem which they had become separated whilst esc:
ing from the Indian Tevritory.

" On January 18, a Tot of horses were taken from a ranel on the Siduc
road, believed to be sfolen by some of Little Wolf’s band, and troo
from Fort D. A. Russell were sent in pursuit.

On January 20, Major Bvaus, with Froops B and D, Third Cavalr
intercepted the Cheyeanes who had left Fort Robinson, strongly post
upon some elitts 5 they eseaped, however, during the night, toward t]
Red (Mond Agency, but Captain Wessells, with Troops A, B, I, and ]
Third Cavaley, overtook them again on January 22, nearv the telegrag
line from FFort Robiuson to Tat Creek, wherve they were intrenched in
gully.,  They refused all terms of surrender, so Captain Wessells's for
charged them and killed or eaptured the entire party. Captain We
sells and two men were wounded and three enlisted men were kille

“gwenty-three Cheyennes were killed and nine were captured, three
whom were wounded. The prisoners reported that ¢ Dull Knife”
been killed by a shell in the artillery attack upon their position a ft
days before.

February 13, ¢ Vietoria,” with twenty-two Warm Spring Apache ]
diatns, who had made their escape when abont being taken to the S
Carlos Ageney, Arizena, surrendered to Licutenant Merritt, Nin
Cavalry, at Ojo Caliente, N. Mex. After his escupe Victoria had be
to old Mexico, and now desired to send to the Port Stanton Indian 1
ervation, where he believed there were other Indians belouging to }
band. e was given a puass to send two of his Indians, and in a fi
days a total of thirty-nine Warm Spring Indians were gathered at €
Caliente. Learning, however, that the whole band were to be sent
the Stanton Reservation, on April 13, they all broke away again fr(
Ojo Ualiente and escaped to the San Mateo Mountains, New Mexi
Two troops of the Ninth Cavalry and one company of Indian sco
were sent, in pursuit, followed Victoria info Arizona, whence, joined
other Indiaus from the San Cuarlos Agency, they all succeeded in ese
ing into old Mexico.

March 15, a Mexican herder was killed abont fifty miles from 1%
Ewell, Tex.

Mareh 253, near Box Elder Creek, in the Department of Dakota, Td
tenant Clark, Second Cavalry, with Troops 13 and I, Second Cavalry
detachment of infantry, u ficld gun, and some Indian scouts, overtc
¢ Little Wolf” and his band of Northern Cheyennes who had escay
from Fort Reno, Indian T, the previous autwinn, and had thus far elud
every attempt at capture. The Indians were persnaded to surren
without fighting and gave up thirty-five lodges, with all their an
and about two hundred and fitty ponies, and marched with the troc
to Fort Keogh, Mont. The band numbered thirty-three men, forty-th
squaws, and thirty-cight children.
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For murdering two members of this band, a party of eight Indiang
had beenddriven out of Little Woll”s camp previously, and this smalj
pavty, on the 5th of April, attacked a signal sergeant. and g private
soldier of the Second Cavalry, on Mizpah Creek, killing the private,
severely wounding the sergeant, and capturing their horses.  Sergeant
Glover, Troop B, Second Cavalry, with ten men aud three Indian
seouts from Fort Keogh, pursued this small party and captured them
all on April 10,

Marveh I, several head of stoek were stolen by Indians fromm Me-
Donald and Dillow’s ranch near Powder River, Montana. March 4,
twenty-three head of stock were also stolen from Countryman’s raneh,
near the mouth of the Stillwater. March 28, Indians attacked two
white men near the mouth of the Big Horn River, killed one, named
H. D. Johnson, and wonnded the other, named James Stearns; a ma®
named Dave Henderson was also killed the same day near Buffalo Sta-
tion, on the Yellowstone, Horses were also run off from Pease’s Bot-
towm, near the mouth of Buflido Creck, and sixty-seven ponies were
stolen from the Crows at their agency. The hulians committing these
depredations were ascertained to be Sionx from the north, with a few
Nez Peredés; Captaing Mix and Gregg with their troops of the' Second
Cavalry were dispatchied in pursuit, but after a very hard chase were
unable to overtake the marauders.

April 4, the commanding officer of Fort Ellis, Mont., reported that
Indians had stolen twenty-five or thirty horses the previous night from
Countryman’s ranch, on the Yellowstone, and that a party of citizens
and some friendly Crow Iudians had gone in pursuit. On April 3, the
same ofticer reported that Sioux and balf-breed Nez Percés had raided
the Crow Indians on the Stillwater. On April 6, Indians also attacked
the ranch of Sebezzo and Deferson, near Powder River, killed the
tormer, wounnded the latter, and ran off eight or ten head of stock,
The. Indians were recognized as Gros Ventres, and came from the
Northwest Terrvitory.

On April 10, the commanding officer of Fort 1illis reported that In-
diaus attempted to steal stock at Young's Point, bul were discovered
and driven off; on April 14, seven horses were stolen by Indians on
Pryor’s Fork; on April 22, the same officer reported that some Crow
[ndian seouts had overtaken a party of Sioux who had stolen horses
from Countryman’s ranel, and had killed one of the hostiles.

‘Lieut. 8. H. Loder, Seventh Infantry, with fourtcen monnted men
of the Third and Seventh Infantry, and six Indian scouts, pursned a
party of Sioux who had been committing depredations, and on April
17 attacked them near Carcless Creek, at the lead of the Musselshell
Cafion, Montana, and killed eight of the hostiles; two of the scouts
were killed and one wounded.

May 3, Indians ran off twelve head of stock from the east side of the
Little Big Horn; the commanding officer of Fort Custer sent a detach-
ment of Crow scouts in pursuit, but the thieves could not be overtaken.
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May 1, a Mexican teamster was killed between FFort Ewell and Corpt
Christi, Tex. (Reported by commanding officer Fort MeIntosh, Tex.)

May 18, John Clarkson was murdered near Van Ilorn’s Wells, Te
(Reported by commanding officer Fort Davis, Tex.)

May 29, Captain Beyer with Troop ©, and a detachment of Troop
Ninth Cavalry, attacked Victoria’s Apachesin the Miembres Mountain
New Mexico, captured the camp with all the animals, and wounded {oi
Indians, two of them mortally; one enlisted man was killed and tv
wounded. The band fled into old Mexico, five of their number beht
killed near the San Francisco settlement, New Mexico.

June 1, the commanding officer of Ifort Clark, Tex., reported that tl
wife and two danghters of N. Colson were killed by Indians, near Can
Wood, Tex.

% June 16, o party of Texans pursued a band of Indians and recapiur
nineteen horses which had been stolen near Fort MeKavett, Tex.

June 19, a party of ten Sioux, with thirty stolen horses, crossed tl
Missouri River about cleven miles above Fort Benton, Mout. ; Lie
tenant Van Orsdale, Seventh Infantry, with a detachment of eight n
caught up with five of these Indians, killed one and drove the rest in
the “Batl Lands.”

June 29, Indians stele seven head of stock on the Little Big Hox
about seven miles from Fort Custer, Mont.; some Crow scouts also
a fight with a band of Sioux near the head of Alkali Creek, about twent
five miles from Terry’s Landing, on the Yellowstone, killed four of t]
hostiles and captared thirty-three ponies; one Crow scout was kill
and four wounded.

June 30, a man named Anglin was killed in a tight with Tndians ne

" the beadwaters of the North Concho River, Texas. (Reported by t
commanding officer of Fort Councho, Tex.)

July 14, a Mexican woman (name unknown) was killed about fo
miles northeast of I'ort Clark, Tex. (Reported by commanding offic
of FFort Clark.)

July 27, Captain Courtney, Twenty fifth Infantry, with a detaehme
of ten men of Troop I, Tenth Cavalry, had a fight with Indians at t
salt lakes near the Carrizo Mountains, Texas; three Tidians we
wounded, two of thewmn mortally, and ten ponies were captured; two ¢
listed men were wounded.

Many depredations having been recently committed by Indians
the vicinity of the Missouri and Yellowstone Rivers, it was ascertain
that large numbers of hostiles, half-breeds, and foreign  Indians, fic
British Columbia, including the Indians under Sitting Bull, were roa
ing npon United States territory, south of the boundary line. IFrom
number of reliable persons who had seen the main hostile camp, this w
esxtimated at not less than five thousand Indians, of whom two thousa
were warriors, with twelve thousand horses. Half-breed Indians h
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also been trading with the hostilesand furnishing them with ammunition,
so in July Colonel Miles was sent from Fort Keogh, Mont., with a strong
force to break up their camp, separate the doubtful Indians from thoge
avowedly hostile, and force the foreign Indians to return north of the
houndary,

Jolonel Miles’ force consisted of seven companies Fifth Infantry, seven
troops Sccond Cavalry, a detachment of artillery, and some friendly In.
dian and white sconts. At Fort Peck he was joined by two companies
of the Sixth Infantry, and his entire command then numbered thirty-
three officers, six hundred and forty-three enlisted men, and one hun-
dred and forty-three Iudian and white seouts.

The hostiles consisted of the Uncapapas, under Sitting Bull, the Min.
neconjous, under ¢ Black Bagle,” the Sans Aves, under “ Spotted Eagle,”
and the Ogallalas, under ¢ Big Road ” and “ Broad Tail.,”

Colonel Miles reported that the depredations of the hostiles had re-
sualted in the killing of not less than twenty men and the stealing ot
three hundred head of stock, all of which had been taken to the hostile
camp.

As a preliminary step the Yanktonnais camp of about three or four
hundved lodges were first moved to the south side of the Missouri,
about June 23.

On July 17, the advance guard of Colonel Miles’ column, consisting
of a troop of the Second Cavalry, a company of the Ififth Tnfantry, and
about fifty Indian scouts, commanded by Lientenant Clark, Second Cav-
alry, had asharp fight with from three to four hundred Indians, between
Beaver and Frenchmen’s Creeks; the Indians were pursned for twelve
miles, when the advance beeame surrounded ; Colonel Miles moved for
wward rapidly and the hostiles fled north of Milkk River. Several of the
enemy were killed and a large amount of their property abandoned ;
two enlisted men and one Indian scout were wonnded, and three Indian
seouts killed.  Sitting Bull himself was present in this engagement.

On July 31, Colonel Miles reported that the main hostile eamp had
retreated north, across the boundary, to Wood Mountain ; the column
followed and halted on the main trail at the British line, whence it re-
turned to Milk River, -

Attention was then turned to the camps of the half-breeds which had
formed a cordon of outposts around the main hostile eamp, furnishing
the latter with the supplies of war. On August 4, Captain Ovenshine,
TFifrh Infantry, with a portion of Colonel Miles’ command, arrested a
band of half-breeds on Porcupine Creek, capturing one hundred and
forty-three carts and one hundred and ninety-three horses. On August 5,
four camps of half-breeds were arrested, numbering three hundred and
eight earts. On August 8, Colonel Miles reported the total number of
half-breeds arrested by various detachments eight hundred and twenty-
nine, with six hundred and sixty-five carts.

On August 14, Lientenant-Colonel Whistler, Fifth Infantry, with part
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of Colonel Miles’ command, eaptured a band of fifty-seven Inudians wit
one hundred pounies, who had left the Rosebud Ageney and were in th
act of crossing the Missonri, near Poplar Creek, on their way to joi
Sitting Bull in the north. ,

On August 28, it was officially reported that extensive fires were ragin
in the mountains west of Hot Sulphur Sprivgs, Colo., the work of Tidia
incendiaries. On September 10 Mr. N. O. Meeker, agent for the Whil
River Utes, wrote to the governor of Colorado that Tndians had five
upon an agency employé whilst plowing; that his honse had been a
tacked, himself driven out of doors and injured considerably, M
Mecker stated that the lives of the people at theageney were in dange
and that at least one hundred soldiers should be sent there to prote
the people. He therefore requested the governor of Colorado to coufi
with Genceral Pope, commanding the Department of the Missoari, a1
with Senator Teller, of Coloradu, with the object of obtaining the v
quired aid.

On September 16, directions were given by the honorable Secreta
of War, in compliance with request from the Interior Department, £
the nearest military commander to send a force to the White Riv
Agency to proteet the agent and to arrvest the ringleaders of the India:
who had comuiitted the outrages reported. Accordingly General Croo
commanding the Departmeut of the Platte, ordered Maj. T. T. Thor
burgh, Fourth Infautry, with Troops I and T, Fifth Cavalry, K, Thi
Cavalry, and Company I, Foarth Infantry, to proceed to the Whi
River Agency, Colorado. This foree, numbering about two hundr
officers and wen, left Fort Fred Steele, Wyo., September 21, and reach
Fortification Creek, Colorado, September 25, The infantry compan
numbering about thirty men, was left there to establish a supply can
and the cavalry proceeded to Bear Creek September 26, During t
afternoon of Seplember 26, several Ute Indians of prominence e
into the cavalry camp, talked freely with Major Thornburgh, on {
subject of the troops coming to the ageney, and departed abont nig
apparently in good humor. At Williams Fork of Bear River, the ne
day, September 2%, an employ¢ of the White River Agency, nam
Eskridge, accompanied by several prominent Ute Indians, arrived w.
a letter from the agent, Mr. Mecker, to Major Thoruburgh, stating ti
the Indiaus at the agency were greatly exeited and wished the advas
of the troops stopped, though agrecing to a proposition that the co
manding officer, with five soldiers, should come to the ageney. Mg
Thornburgh replied that he would camp his command at some con
nient place the following day and proceed, on September 29th, to t
agency with only five men and a guide, as snggested; but he also
newed a former request for Mr. Meeker, with such chiefs as the lat
might select, to come out and meet the command on the road.

On September 29, at one o’clock in the atternoon, Mr. Meeker acco
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ingly wrote that he would leave the agency, with several chiets, on the
following morning to meet Major Thornburgh. . 7

On September 28, the eavalry camped at Deer Creek, and on the 20th,
reached Milk River abont ten o’clock in the morning. After watering
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main road aloug which the wagons were tray \’,hh g, camn
the Tndians in heavy foree.

The whole attitude of the Indians was hostile, so Major Thornburel
at onee dismounnted and deployed hismen, but at the same time tried to
open conununication with the Indians, His overtures were, inm\-m'cr?
met by a voliey, anda hot engagement at oucebegan.  The Indinns had
not only the advantage of position, but were superior iu numbers to the
troops in advance, so Major Thornburgh determined to withdraw and
join the escort with the wagon train. The skirmish line retired slowly,
leading their horses, but returning a fire, which did great exe um(m
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shot there, to form a slight defense for some of the wen aecting as<harp-
shooters. The wagons were unloaded and with their contents slight
breastworks were hastily made, the Indians keepmcr up a most de-

atvnietive firn nndar whinl
SUIUUWYE Urg, Qe W 1

A high wind was blowing at this time, and the Indians set five to the

tall grasd and sage bush down the valley, the flames spreading rapidly
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the troops succeeded in extinguishing the flames among the wagon
with considerable loss to themselves in killed and wounded. The I
dian supply train of Mr. Johu Gordon was parked within seveunty-fi
yards of the position of the troops. To prevent the Indians obtaining
lodgment there, the train was ordered set on fire and destroyed.

From three o’clock in the afternoon until nightfall, the Indiaus ke
up a constant fire apon the position of the troops, killing fully thre
fourths of their animals. At dark a large body of Indians charg
down from behind Gordon’s burning train, delivering volley aft
“volley, but they were repulsed with the loss of several warriors seen
fall from their saddles.

During the night a supply of water was obtained, better intren
ments dug, the wounded carved for, dead animals dragged away, amu
nition and rations distributed, and at midnight couriers slipped aw
toward the railroad with dispatches reporting what had oceurred a
asking for aid.

The whole of the following day, September 30, the Indians kept
an almost incessant fire, killing all of the remaining animals excepti
fourteen mules. During the night of September 30 the Indians s

_ pended firing, but after that time gave the troopsnorest. At night,
October 1, a small party, while procuring water, were fired upon at cl
range and one man wounded, but the gnards veturned the fire, killi
one of the Indiauns. , ‘

cn Oetober 1, Captain Dodge and Lientenant Hughes, with T
D, Ninth Cavalry, who had been scouting in that section of the count
et the couriers who had left the intrenched position on Milk Riv
Apparently camping for the night, to deceive any Indians near h
Captain Dodge issued two hundredand twenty-five rounds of amnu
tion and three days’ rations to each man, and after dark pushed
Milk River, with but two officers, thirty-five men, and four citizens,
four o’clock on the morning of October 2, they reached the main v
about five miles from the intrenchment on Milk River, and found
dead bodies of three men, near a frain loaded with annuity goc
burned by the Indians. Half an hour later Captain Dodge arrive
the intrenchments and succeeded in forming a junction with the tro
there.  Captain Dodge was hardly inside the trenches when the
dians opened a five, which was kept up at intervals for the next ti
days, killing all but four of Dodge’s forty-two animals, and these 1
were wounded.

The following were the casunalties in Major ThornburelW’s comma
Killed, Maj. T. T. Thornburgh, ¥ourth Infantry, and nineenlisted n
wounded, Captain Payne and Second Lieutenant Paddock, Fifth (
alry, Acting Assistant Surgeon Grimes, and forty enlisted men. W
onmaster McKinstry, guide Lowry, and one teamster were killed
two teamsters wounded; total, twelve killed and forty-three wouan
The strength of the Indians, who were well armed and supplied -
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abundant ammunition, was estimated in the official report of the affair
at from three hundred to three hundred and fifty; the Indians thems-
selves afterward admitted 2 loss of thirty-seven killed,

The couriers sent ont on the night of September 29, sneceeded in get-
ting throngh safelv.  As quickly as possible after receipt of orders ab
Fort D. A, Russell, Wyo., Col. W. Merritt, with Troops A, B, I, and
M [Fifth Cl\ ey, was upon a special train for Rawlins. From this
f almost anparalleled rapidity, in something over
forty- othb?mum Colonel Merritt’s colunm, consisting of three huudred
and fifty men; one hundred and thirty-one of whom were intantry fol-

lowing in wagons, mavehed one hundred and seveuty miles over a most
difficnlt voad and reached the command at Miik River at half past five
o'clock in the morning of Oetober 5,

[ anticipution of a geveral war with the Utes, a force, consisting of
nearly two thousand cavalry and infantry, was hurried to Rawling, Of
these, one fhonsand four hundred and twenty-eight took the field,
with Colonel Merritt, while five hundred and twenty-six mmdlued
at Rawlins, under command of Colonel Brackett, Third Cavalry.
Another force, aggregating one thousand one hundred and nine cav-
alry and infantry, commanded by Cols. E. Hatch, Ninth Cavalry,
R. 8. Mackenzie, Fourth Cavalry, and G, P. Buell; Fifteenth Infantry,
was also dispatched to the Ute conutry from tm Department of the
Missouri to wateh the confederated bands of Utes in Southern Col-
orado, should they attempt to join the White River Utes in the hos-
tilities which the latter had begun.,

Colonel Merritt’s light advanee colnmn having reached Milk River,
the evippled command therve with the wonnded were sent back to the
railroad at Rawlins,  Other froops having joined Colonel Merritt,
making lis force strong enongh foranidvance against the hostiles, he
procecded to the White River Ageney, the Indians all having disap-
peared before the troops, It was found that the Indians had burned
and utterly destroyed the ageney, had killed the emplovés and the
agent, Mr. Meeker, and had carried off all the tfemales into the hovrors
of savage captivity, Colonel Merritt's command buried the bodies of
seven men, ineluding that of Mr. Mecker.

Colonel Merritt was about moving against the hostiles, when his
operations were suspended at the reqnest of the Indian Department,
pending special negotintions with the Utes for release of the captive
females and survender of the vingleaders in the late outrages.

While these negotiations were in progress, however, on October 20, a
reconnoitering party trom Colonel Merritt's commaud, under quten&nt
Hall, Fifth Cavalry, was attacked by the Indians about tw enty miles from
White River: they defended themselves antil night, when they sue-

~eeeded in returning to camp, but with the loss of Lieut. W. B. Weir, of
the Ordnance Department, and the chief seout, Humme, both of whom
were killed ; two Indians w ermeportml killed by Lieutenant Hall's party
during the ﬂ«vln
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In September New Mexico was again raided by Vietoria with his
hand of Tndians from old Mexico, ve enforced by Mescaleros and some
Chiricahuas.

On September 4, the :E: guard of Troop B, Ninth Cavalry, Daptain
Hooker on.:.:_:,:.r:m.g were attacked near Ojo Caliente, N, Mex.; eight
men were killed and forty-six horses captured by the Indian

On ma:?;::?, 17, Major Morrow, Niuth Cavalry, reported that nea
Hillsboro’, ¥. Mex., a fight oceurred between a party of citizens and
about one _:::f.cm Apaches ; the hostiles killed ten of the citizens and
captured all of their stock.

On MS:E:TE 18, Captain Dawson, with two troops of the Ninth Cav
alry, struck Vietoria, with aboat one hundred and forty A paches, at the
head of Las Aunimas River, New ﬁcz::: Captain Beyer, with two mors
troops of the Ninth Cavalry, wrive and took part in the fight, but the
Tndians having the ad r:::m, g om avery strong position, the troops wer
obliged to withdraw during the night, with o loss of tive men kitled and
one wounde od, thirty-two horses killed and six wounded, and two Na
vajoe sconts E:_ one citizen killed,

On September 26, Major Morrow, Ninth Cavalry, with six officers am
one hundred and ::%: -one men, attacked Vietoria not far from Oj¢
Caliente, N. Mex., and after two days of fighting kitled three Indiaw
and captured sixty lorses and mnles, among them twelve or more o
those previously lost by Captain ooker. On September 30, one o
Morrow's vedettes was killed whilst on post, the hostiles again retreat
ing before the troops. On October 1, the scouts captured a squaw am

child, from whom the position of 15 Indians was learned, and by
@:Ew night wareh Victoria’s strongly fortified camp was captured, th
Indians escaping, however, in the dark.

Morrow’s foree, reduced to less than one hundred available mer
continued pursuit of the hostiles, following them, by very hard marches
into old Mexico, and on October 27, again ov oiocr Victoria, abon
twelve miles :E: the Corralitos River, Mexico. With about forty me
Morrow charged the Indian breastworks,in the moonlight, aud droveth
Indians from them, losing himself one Z\ccﬁ killed and two wounde
The command had an: three dags and nights without water, ammnn
tion was nearly exhausted, and men and animals were utterly worn ou
$0 the troops returned, reaching Tort Bayard, N. Mex., November 3
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Ou January 2 Victoein and his Indians were again reported raiding
in Southern New Mexico.  All the cavalry in that section were pushed
atter him and on January 12 a force connmanded by Major Morrow,
Ninth Cavalry, struck Victoria near the head of Puerco River, killing
and wounding several of the hostiles, the troops losing one enlisted man
Lilled and one Indian scout wounded; the fight lasted from two o’clock
in the alternoon until sunset, when the Indians escaped.  On January
17 Major Morrow’s foree again struck Victoria in the San Mateo Mount-
ains, New Mexico, and drove him from his position, but with what loss
could not be learned. Lieutenant French, Ninth Cavalry, was killed
and two scouts wounded.

IFebruary 3, a war party of Unecapapas attacked some citizens on
Powder River, Montana; Sergeant Glover, Troop B, Second Cavalry,
with eight men and eleven Indian scouts, pursued the hostiles for sixty-
five miles and surrounded them near Pumpkin Creek, killing one In-
dian and wounding two, losing one soldier killed and one wounded;
thiree Indians were prevented from escaping until the arrival of Cap-
tain Snyder, with a company of the Fifth Infantry, when they all sur-
rendered.

Trebruary 6, a band of Sioux stole fifteen horses from settlers in
Pease’s Bottom, on the Yellowstone, and a number of horses from camp
at Terry’s Landing; Crow Indian scounts pursuned and overtook the
Sioux near Porcupine Creek and killed or recaptured all of the stolen
stoclk.

Mareh 3, Companies I and K, Tifth Infantry, left Fort Keogh, Mont,.,
in parsuit of hostile Indians north of the Yellowstone, and on March 8,
after a continnous gallop of forty miles, Company I suceeeded in sur-
ronnding the Indians, and eaptured thirteen ponies and sixteen mules,

Mareh 4, two citizens were attacked by Indians on Alkali Creek, Mon-
tana, and ene of the men wounded,

March 5, Lieutenant Miller, Fifth Infantry, with nine soldiers and
eight Indian scouts, attacked a band of hostile Indjans, thirty miles
west of the Rosebud, Montana, killed three of the hostiles and eight
of the pouies, captured some arins and a large amount of ammunition,
and destroyed the hostile eamp; two Indian sconts were killed in the
affair; the Indians escaped across the Yellowstone, and were closely
pursued by Captains Baldwin, Fifth Infantry, and Hamilton, Sccond
QCavalry. On March 9 Captain Baldwin overtook the Indians on Little
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Porcupine Creek, chased them for thirty miles, and captured all their
animals excepting those on which they escaped.

March 13, the commanding officer of Fort Davis, Tex., reported the
killing of a Mexican boy,n sheep-herder, near Russell’s ranch, Tesas,

March 24, a party of thirty or forty Sioux ran off about thirty ponies
belonging to enlisted Crow scouts at Fort Custer, Mont.; Capt. J. Mix,
with Troop M, Second Cavalry, numbering forty-four officers and men,
started in pursuit, and, after {raveling sixty-five miles in eleven hours,
overtook and engaged the hostiles, recapturing sixteen of the stolen
stock. These Indians were also pursued by Lieutenant Coale, with
Troop C, Second Cavalry, from Fort Custer, and by Captain Huggins,
with Troop E, Second Cavalry, from Fort Keogh, Captain Huggins
surprised thecamp, April 1, captared five Indians, forty-six ponies, and
gome arms. Lientenant Coale had an engagement, April 1, on a fork
of O’Tallon’s Creek, when one enlisted man was killed.

The Mescalero Agency at the Fort Stauton, N. Mex., Reservation
had largely served as a base of supplies and recruits for the raiding
‘parties of Vietoria, and it was determined, with the consent of the
Indian Department, to disarm and dismount the Indians there. Pur-
suant to directions from ITeadquarters Military Division of the Mis-
gouri, Generals Pope and Ord, commanding the Departments of the
Missouri and Texas, arranged that a force under Col. I IHateh, Ninth
Cavalry, nunmbering four hundred cavalry, sixty infantry, and seventy-
*ive Indian scouts, should arrive at the Mescalero Agenecy simnlta-
neously with Colonel Grierson, Tenth Cavalry, and a force of the Tenth
Cavalry and Twenty-fifth Infantry, numbering two hundred and eighty
officers and men, from the Department of Texas.

On March 31, Oolonel Grierson’s column, whilst passing Pecos Falls,
Tex., learned of the stealing of stock from citizens in that vicinity the
previous night, and Lieutenant Esterly, with o detachment from Troops
F and L, Tenth Cavalry, was sent in pursuit. On the third day Lieu-
tenant Esterly overtook the Indians, one of whom was killed and eight
head of stolen stock were recovered.

On April 6, Colonel Grierson detached Captain Lebo, with Troop K,
Tenth Cavalry, to scout near the line of march, and on April 9 Captain
Lebo attacked a camp of Indians at Shakehand Spring, about forty
miles south of the Penasco, Texas, killed the chief of the band, captured
four squaws and one child and between twenty and thirty head of stock,
destroyed the camp, and recovered a Mexican boy, named Coyetano
Garcia, who had been taken captive by the Indians.

On April 8, Colonel Hatch’s ecommand struck Vietoria in a strongly
fortified position in the San Andreas Mountains, New Mexico; three
Indians were killed, Captain Carroll, Ninth Cavalry, and seven men were
wounded, and twenty-five horses and mules belonging to the troops were
killed. Many of the Mescaleros and some Comanches were in the fight,
Their trail was followed to the Mescalero Agency.
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On April 16, Colonels Hatch and Grierson, having duly arrived at
the Mescalero Agency, the attempt was made to disarm and dismount
the Indians, but a desperate ctfort was made by the Indians to escape,
and teu warriors were killed, some forty more escaping. About two
hundred ponies and mules were taken away from the Indians and two
handred and fifty Indians, men, women, and children, were taken into
the ageney. IFrom twenty to thirty guns, carbines,and pistols were cap-
tured from the Indians and turned over to their agent. Major Morrow,
with a portion of Colonel Hateh’s force, pursued the escaping Indians
and overtook them in Dog Calon, killed three warriors, and captnred
twenty-five more hoad of stock, One party of the fugitives was pursued
and attacked by a detachment of Troop L, Tenth Cavalry, comwmanded
by Lieutenant Maxou; one Indian was killed and five horses captured.

May 13, the commanding officer of Fort Davis, Tex., reported that
Mr. James Grant and Mrs. H. Graham were killed, and H. Graham and
D. Murphy wounded by Indians in Bass Cafion, Texas.

After the disarming and diswmounting of the Indians at the Mescalero
Agency, Colonel Hatch began again the pursuit of Victoria, assisted by
troops from the Department of Arizona, but the campaign resolved itself
into a chase of the hostiles {rom one range of mountains to another,
with frequent skirmishes, but no decisiye fights, until the Indians again
escaped into old Mexico, the Mexican Government declining to allow
further pursuit on their territory. One fight took place on May 24, at
the head of Polomas River, New Mexico, when fifty-five Indians were
reported killed. On June 5 Major Morrow, with four troops Ninth
Cavalry, strnck the hostiles at Cook’s Caiion, New Mexico, killed ten
and wounded three.  One of the killed was a sonof Victoria. A quantity
of stock was also captured.

June 11, Lieutenant Mills, Twenty-fourth Infantry, with a detach-
ment of Pueblo scouts, en route to join Colonel Grierson’s command,
was attacked by Indians in Cafion Viejo, sonthwest of Fort Davis, Tex,,
his principal guide killed, and several horses wounded.

July 31, the commanding officer of Fort Davis, Tex,, reported that
Ii. C. Baker, stage driver, and Frank Wyant, a passenger, were killed
by Victoria’s Indians eight miles west of Eagle Springs, Tex.

July 31, Colonel Grierson, Tenth Cavalry, with a small party of six
men was attacked by Vietoria’s Indians between Quitman and Eagle
Springs, Tex.; Lieutenant Finley, with a detachment of fifteen men of
Troop G, Tenth Cavalry, came up, engaged the Indians, and held them
in elieck until the arrival of Captain Viele and Captain Nolan, with twe
troops of the Tenth Cavalry, when, in an engagement lasting four hours,
seven Indians were killed, a large number wounded, and the hostiles
pursued to the Rio Grande. Lieutenant Colladay, Tenth Cavalry, was
wounded and one enlisted man killed ; ten horses of the troops were
killed and five animals wounded.

Colonel Griersow’s troops continued the pursuit, and on August 3 a
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detachment of eavalry and scouts had a fight near the Alamo, one sol
dier being wounded and one missing 3 several Indians and ponies wer
shot.  The same day Captain Lebo, with Troop I, Tenth Cavalry, fol
lowed an Tudian trail to the top of the Sierra Diabolo, Texas, capture
Victoria’s supply camp of twenty-five head of cattle, a large quantit;
of Beef and other provisions on pack animals, and pursued the Indian;
to Escondido. .

On August 4, a detachment of Captain Kennedy’s troop of the Tentl

Oavalry strack the Indians near Bowen Springs, Guadaloupe Monntains
Texas, The detachment had one man killed and several horses shot
Captain Kennedy attacked and pursued the Lostiles toward the Sacra
mento Mountaius, killing two Indians and shooting and capturing a fex
ponies,
. On August 6, the Indians were struck again in Rattlesnake Caflo:
and seattered in every direction. A train guarded by Company B
Twenty-fourth Infantry, Captain Gilmore, was then attacked by the In
dians uear this point, but the hostiles were repulsed with a loss of on
killed and several wounded. Altogether four Indians were killed, man
were wounded, and some ponies captured.

On Angust 9, the commanding officer Fort Davis, Tex., reported tha
General Byrne, of Fort Worth, Tex., was killed by Indians near ol
Fort Quitman.

On August 11, Captain Nolan, with Troops K, Eighth Cavalry, £
Tenth Cavalry, some Lipan scouts and Texas rangers, struck Victoria
trail and pursued the hostiles to the Rio Grande, twelve miles belo
Quitman, August 13, when the band were againdriven into old Mexie

August 1, Company H, Fifth [nfantry,left camp on Tedwater, Mo
tana, and marched toward Poplar Creek Ageney, Montana. Ifreturne
to Fort Keogh August 14, bringing in twenty lodges of surrendere
hostile Indians, The same day Troop K, Second Cavalry, left camp ¢
Willow Creek, Montana, and marched to the Missourt River, capturit
twenty-four lodges of Minneconjous, numbering one hundred and forl
persons, returning with them to Fort Keogh August 14.

August 16, Sergeant Davern, Troop F, Seventh Cavalry, with a d
tachment of eight, men and three Indian scouts, followed a war party
Sioux and struck them near the forks of the Box Elder Creek, Montan
killed two, wounded one, and captured seven head of stock. '

August 19, a detachment of Indian scouts struek a war party nor
of the mouth of O’Fallow’s Creek, Montana, and recaptured eleven he
of stock. :

September 8, “ Big Road” and two hundred Sioux surrendered tot!
commanding officer of Fort Keogh, Mont.

October 26, at Fort Stanton, N, Mex., twenty-four Apaches, consi
ing of seven men aund seventeen squaws and children, surrendered
the commanding officer at the Mescalero Agency.



The Indians who had broken away after the Sionx war of 187677,
and had taken refuge in the British possessions, kept sending out raid-
ing parties, which committed depredations as far south as the Yellow-
stone, and when pursued by the troops escaped again into the North.
west Territory.

In September, 1850, a scout named Allison went from Fort Buford to
communicate with Sitting Bull and other chiefs, and, it possible, to in-
duce the hostiles to come in and surrender. Allison made several visits
to the hostiles and numbers eame into Poplar River Agency, Montana,
in the latter part of 1880. At first these Indians seemed peaceable,
but after they had collected in force became turbulent and arrogant,
assuming a threatening attitude toward the garrison at Poplar River,
which it became necessary therefore to increase,

On December 15, 1880, Maj. G. Ilges, Fifth Infantry, with five
mounted companies of his regiment, numbering about one hundred and
eighty officers and men, left Fort Keogh, and after a march of nearly
two hundred miles through deep snow, with the thermometer ranging
from ten to thirty-five degrees below zero, re-enforced the garrison, con-
sisting of four companies of the Seventh Infantry and one troop of the
Seventh Cavalry, at Camp Poplar River.

On Jawnary 2, 1881, leaving onc company of infantry and detach-
ments of three other companies of infantry to guard the eamp, Major
Iiges moved, with & force of about three hundred officers and men, with
two picces of artillery, against some camps of Sioux, numbering about
four hundred, who were located on the opposite side of the Missouri.
Upon the approach of the troops the Indians fled from their villages
and took refuge in some timber, from which they were quickly driven
by a few shells and soon surrendered, to the number of over three hun-
dred, under the terms already extended to all the hostiles, viz, that
they should be disarmed and dismounted. Nearly two hundred ponies
were given up, together with sixty-nine grnus and pistols, as well as the
camp equipage; eight Indians were killed in the attack and abont sixty
escaped and joined others in the vieinity. On January 9, twenty ad-
ditional Indians were captured, and on Janunary 29, eight more lodges,
numbering sixty-four people, also surrendered to Major 1lyes, with five
guns and thirteen ponies, There were no casualties to the troops dar-
ing these operations, but many were very badly frozen through ex-
posure to the terrible weather.

On February 26, three bundred and twenty-five hostile Sionx, from
what was. generally cailed Sitting Bull's camp, with one hundred and
fifty ponies and abont forty gnns and pistols, nearly all the guns being
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Winchester and Henry rifles, surrendered to Major Brotherton, Seventh
Infantry, commanding Fort Buford, Dak.

February 12, Major Ilges, Fifth Infantry, reported having arrested
one hundred and eighty-five hostiles, forty-three of them being fall-
grown warriors, in the Yanktonnais camp at Redwater, Montana; fif-
tegen horses and seven guns were taken from the prisoners.

April 11, one handred and thirty-five hostiles, forty-five of them men,
surrendered with their arms and ponies to Major Brotherton, Seventh
Infantry, commanding Fort Buford, Dak.

April 18, thirty-two lodges of hostile Sioux, numbering forty-seven
wen, thirty-nine women, twenty-five boys, and forty-tive girls, with fifty-
geven ponies, sixteen guns, and three revolvers, surrendered to Liea-
tenant-Colonel Whistler, Fifth Infantry, commanding Fort Keogh,
Mont.

May 24, eight lodgesof hostiles, numbering about fifty persons, twelve
of them men, surrendered to the commanding ofticer at Camp Poplar
River, Mont.

May 26, thirty-two hostile Indians surrendered to the commanding
officer at Fort Buford, Dak.

July 20, Sitting Bull, with the last of his followers, zomprising forty-
five men, sixty-seven women, and seventy three children, surrendered
to the commanding officer at Fort Buford, Dak

On July 22, there were turned over to the Indian agent at Standing
Roek Agency (Mr. J. A. Stephan), two thousand eight hundred and
twenty-nine Indian prisoners, with five hundred and forty nine ponies
and mules.

In July, % Nana,” with fifteen warriors, the remnant of ¢ Victoria’s?
band, re-entered New Mexico, and, re-enforeed by about twenty-five
Mescaleros, whirled through the territory, plundering and killing a
number of people. On the 17th of July, at Alamo Calion, New Mezxico,
a small party of these Indians ambushed ¢hief packer Surgess and one
man, belonging to a detachment commanded by Licutenant Guilfoyle,
-Ninth Cavalry, wounded Burgess and eaptured three mules, On July
19, Lieutenant Guilfoyle, with his detachment of the Ninth Cavalry and
some Indian scouts, following a trail westward of Cafion del Perro,
New Mexico, had a skirmish with some of the hostiles near the Arena
Blanca, where they had just killed two Mexicans and a woman; the
party nunbeted about thirteen warriors, and succeeded in making their
escape. On July 235, Lieutenant Guilfoyle again struck the hostiles
encamped in the San Andreas Mountains, New Mexico, captured two
horses, twelve mules, many blankets, and all the Indians’ provisions;
two of the hostiles were shot and believed to be killed; the others
escaped, crossing the Rio Grande six miles below San José, killing two
miners and a Mexican in the flight,

July 30, four Mexicans were reported kitled by the hostites in the
foot-hills of the San Mateo Mountains,  Angust 1, a party of thirty-six
citizens, commanded by a My Mitchell, whilst at dinner in the Red
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Cafion of the San Mateo Mountains, were surprised and defeated b
the hostiles, losing one man killed and seven wounded, besides all thej
riding animals, thirty-eight in nnumber; the Indians eseaped. On Au
gust 3, Lieutenant Guilfoyle’s detachment again struck this bLand a
Monica Spriugs, N. Mex., wounded two Indians and captured eleve
head of stock, some saddles, blankets, & This band numbered abow
twenty or thirty warriors, led by Nana, and they had killed anothe
Mexican in eseaping from Red Cafion. At La Savoya, N. Mex,, ot
Angust 11, Lientenant Guilfoyle found that two Mexivans had been
killed and two women carrvied off by the hostiles.

-August 12, Captain Parker, with a detachment of nineteen men of
the Ninth Cavalry, struck Nana’s band twenty-five miles west of Babi-
nal, N. Mex,; lost one soldier killed, three wounded, and one missing,
but reported an equal loss inflicted upon the hostiles, who then drew
off ; Captain Parker’s small detachment, incumbered by their wounded,
were nnable to pursue. :

August 16, Lieutenant Valois, with Troop I, Ninth Cavalry, had a
severe fight with a band of about fifty Indians, near Cuehillo Negro,
N. Mex.; Lieutenant Burnett, Ninth Cavalry, was wounded twice, two
enlisted men and six horses were killed ; the hostiles lost several killed.
The same day Lieutenant Taylor, with a detachment of the Ninth Cav-
alry, also had a fight with the hostiles, captured some horses and re-
covered some stolen property, losing, himself, a few horses killed; the
‘hostiles were pursued toward the Black Range.

August 18, Lieut, G. W. Smith, Ninth Cavalry, with a detachment
“of twenty men, struck the hostiles about fifteen miles from MeEver’s
ranch, N. Mex. The Indians were defeated after a very severe fight,
in which Lieutenant Smith and four of his men were killed ; a party of
-eitizens, under command of George Daly, joined Lieutenant Smith in
‘the fight, and Daly was killed. )

Altogether, eight troops of cavalry, eight companies of infantry, and
‘two Indian scouts were in the field, personally commanded by Col. E.
-Hatch, Ninth Cavalry, in pursuit of these Indians, and while no deci-
‘sive engagement took place, the hostiles were persistently driven from
one point to another, until they fled across the Mexican border, where,
under positive orders from the government, the chase was abandoned.

In the Department of Texas, the following murders were also specially
reported : ’

By the commanding officer, Fort Davis, Tex.: January 8, 1881, in
Quitman Cafion, Texas, the stage driver and a passenger, named James
Kelso, killed by unknown parties, supposed to be Indians,

By the commanding officep, Fort Clark, Tex.: Allen Reiss and Mrs.
McLauren, killed by Indians on the Rio Frio, Texas, about April 24,
1831.

By the commanding officer, Fort Davis, Tex.: two railroad employés,
named Bell and Smith, were killed by unknown parties at a water-hole
between Quitman and Bagle Springs, Tex., about July 8, 1881.



1882.

April 23, a detachmnent, consisting of six men and six Indian scouts,
commanded by Lientenant McDonald, Fourth Cavalry, was attacked by
alarge band of Chiricaliun Apaches, about twenty miles south of Stein’s
Pass, Arizona, and four ot the scouts were killed. One of the secouts
made his escape with the news, and Lieut. Col. G. A, Forsyth, with
Troops C, F, G, H, and M, Fourth Cavalry, proceeded at a gallop for
sixteen miles to the relief of the rest of Lieuntenant McDonald’s party,
who were found still defending themselves. The hostiles fled on the ap-
proach of this column, were pursued and overtaken in a strongly in-
trenched position in Horse Shoe Cafion, where the command dismounted
and promptly attacked them among rocky ridges, varying from four
hundred to sixteen hundred feet high, The Indians were driven from
rock to rock, among the mountains, until they dispersed in every direc-
tion and further immediate pursuit became impracticable; thirteen
Indians were killed, a nmnber wounded, and a quantity of their animals
captured.

On April 28, Captain Tupper, with Troops G and M, Sixth Cavalry,
and a company of Indian scouts, all belonging to the Department of
Avrizona, struck these Indians about twenty-five miles south of Clover-
dale, surprised and attacked their camp, killed six of the hostiles, and
captured seventy-two head of stock.

After Forsyth's fight in Horse Shoe Cafion he followed upon the trail
and, joining forces with Captain Tupper, after the latter had also at-
tacked the hostiles, continued the pursuit into old Mexico. About ten
miles from the scene of Tupper’s fight a squaw was found, who stated
that the Indians had lost thirteen killed in the fight with Forsyth and
six more in Tupper’s attack. On April 30, Forsyth met a column of
Mexican troops, commanded by Colonel Gareia, who declined to allow
further pursuit upon Mexican soil, and stated that his own troops had
Jjust destroyed the band Forsyth had chased into Mexico. Forsyth ac-
companied Garcia to the scene of the fight, which had lasted five hours,
during which time the Mexicans had lost two officers and nineteen men
killed, and three officers and ten men wounded ; seventy-eight Indians
were killed and thirty-three women and children were captured. The
total thus known to be killed in the fights of Forsyth, Tupper, and Garcia
was ninety-eight; about thirty Indians had also been wounded, who es-
caped, and two hundred and five horses and mules were killed or cap-
tured before the hostiles entered Mexico.

April 29, Lieutenant Morgau, Third Cavalry, with a detachment of
six men of Troop K, Third Cavalry, was sent from Fort Washakie,
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Wyo., to arpest = Ute Jack,” a chief of the White River Utes, Armed
with a knife. = UteJack” resisted arrest and attempted to escape, when
he was wounded in the arm by a shot from the gnard. Ile then took
refuge in an Indian teepee, where he obtained a carbine and snececded
in killing the sergeant of the detachment. Major Mason, Third Cav-
aley, arrived on the spot, and further measures were taken resulting in
the eapture and death of the Indian,

June 23, a party of hostile Apaches attempted to take refuge upon -
the Mescalero Agency at Ilort Staunton, N, Mex. The agent, Mr.
Liewellyn, assisted by some of the employés and Indian police,
attempted to arrest the hostiles, when a fight occurred, in which three
of the hostiles were killed and Mr. Llewellyn wounded ; the rest of the
band, about seven or eight in namber, escaped and fled from the reser-
vation, pursued by a small detachment of troops and Indian scouts

from Fort Stanton.



CONCLUSION.

In connection with the operations of the Army within the Military
Division of the Missouri, many important changes have taken place dur.
ing the fiftcen years embraced by the foregoing narrative ; much of the
country which, at the beginning of that period, was monopolized by the
buffalo and the Indian, has now been opened to the settler, to the rail-
road, and to civilization. With a loss to the troops of more than a
thousaud officers and men killed and wounded, and partly as the result
of more than four hundred skirmishes, combats, and battles—not in-
cluding many pursuits and surrenders of Indians, when no actual fight-
ing occmrred—the majority of the wasteful and hostile occupants of
millions of acres of valuable agricultural, pasture, and miueral land
have been forced upon reservations under the supervision of the gov-
ernment; some have been gradually taught a few of the simpler useful
industries, Indian children have been placed in schools, under instrac-
tion in a better life than the vagabond existence to which they wereborn,
and the vast section over whieh the wild and irresponsible tribes once
wandered, redeemed from idle waste to hecome a home for millions of
progressive people.

Following behind the advauncing troops, who protected the hardy
pioneer engaged in breaking the soil for his homestead, came the Kausas
and Union Pacific railways, racing through Kansas and Nebraska, to
gain ¢ the hundredth meridian” Guarded by the soldiers, the survey-
ing and construction parties completed the main lines of those roads
during the earlier years covered by this narrative, and later their
branches and connections have extended into many fertile valleys which
now support not only a thick local population, but supply, also, material
for the bread of this nation and the Old World. Subsequently the Atehi-
son, Topeka and Santa Fé Railway opened to the stock-raisers the rich
cattle ranges of the Arkansas Valley, and carried into the drowsy re-
gions of New Mexico the implements of a new era. Across Dakota and
Montana, to-day, the working parties of the Northern Pacific, escorted
by the troops, are rapidly adding another complete transcontinental
highway, and over all of the foregoing roads are pouring thousands of
cars loaded with cattle, to furnish eastern markets with their daily
supply of beef. With its narrow iron threadways, the Denver and Rio
Grande has seamed the almost vertical faces of mountain cliffs, scaled
their lofty summits, and made available the wealth of Utah and Colorado.
Through the State of Texas the Southern Pacific, the Texas Pacific,

and the International and Great Northern have opened complete routes
(103)
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to the Pacific and into old Mexico, whilst all over the division numer-
ous minor roads and branches are counstantly penetrating what were
until recently mysterious and almost unknown regions.

As the railroads overtook the successive lines of isolated frontier
posts, and settlements spread out over country no longer requiring mili-
tary protection, the Army vacated its temporary shelters and marched
on into remote regions beyond, there to repeat and continue its pioneer
work. In rear of the advancing line of troops, the primitive “dug-
outs” and cabins of the frontiersmen were steadily replaced by the
tasteful houses, thrifty farmss neat villages, and busy towns of a peo-
ple who knew how best to employ the vast resources of the great West.
The civilization from the Atlantic is now reaching out toward that
rapidly approaching it from the direction of the Pacific, the long inter-
vening strip of territory extending from the British possessions to old
Mexico yearly growing narrower; finally the dividing lines will entirely
disappear, and the mingling settlements absorb the remmants of the

“once powerful Indian nations who fifteen years ago vainly attempted
to forbid the destined progress of the age. :
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