DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Hoadquarters, 3d Bn 187th Abn Infantry
APO &an Francisco, 96383 UNCLASSIFIED

AVDG=CD-CO 20 June 1969

SUBJECT: Ccmbat after iction Repert, Operation APACHE SNOW,
Poriod 9 May thru 21 May 1969,

TO: Cermxonding Goneral
101st Airbeorne Division
ATIN: aCofS, G3
AFO Sen Francisco, 96383 nearapeo UNCLASSIFIED ey

or DOD DIR. 5200. 1 R
THRU: Corranding Officer :mﬁﬁ__mum@,.ﬁ

d Drigede, 101st Alrborne Division
sTTN: 83
APO San Francisco, 96383

1. NAME OF OPERATION: APACHE SNOW/Reconnaissance In Force,
2, DATES OF OPERATION: 100730 - 211525 May 1969,

3. LOCATION: Vieinity ¥Y(0320989, Nam Hon District, Thua Thien Province
I CT%: Republic of Viet Nam, Map Series L7015; Map Shect €441 IV;
Scale 1:50,C00. v

Lo Headquarters 3d Battalion, 187th Airvorne Infontry, AP0 San Francisco,
Calif, <6383,

5, REPORTING OFFICER: LTC Weldon F. Honeycutt
6. TiaSK ORGANIZATION: 3d Dattalion, 187th Airborne Infantry
HQ(=) 3/187 B/3/187 (Initielly 34 BDE RES)

Arty LNO
Bngincer Squed(-)(B, 326th Eng) ©/3/187

81 Mortar Section Engineer Section
1 PI0 Rep
1/3/187
Eapincor Scetion D/3/187
1 PIC Rep Enginecr Section

A4/2/506 OPCON (18-21 May)
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Q, NISSION: 3d Dattalisn 3/127, AMrb-rne Infantry corbat assaulte at H-Hour
D-Pay (10 May) into LZ 2, coordinate Y(314689, vicinity of the las*isn
border to destroy NVA/VC forces, interdict enery LOC, and to locate and
Jdogtroy his forces within the assipned 50,

0. CONCEPT OF OPERATION: 3d Battalicn, 187th Adirberne Infantry cormbat

arealts into L2 2 with D, A, and C Companies in that order, A4fter

gorine the L2, D Conpany HIF's to the SE tc secure the high ground

vic'nity coordlnate YC320989, A Company RIF's to the MW and secures the

birh reund viecinity coordinate YCBOSQQL. C Company RIF'g to the SH
vicinity P“Ordln"tu YC315985, D Company, initially Briga e Reserve; on order,
aov%“t Agsrult into LZ 2, RIF JE and link up with Battelion Headqu°rters.

After o oruring and sea rchlnr cut the border area, 3/187 RIF's to vieinity,

Dovan T la, Hill 937, (Y03289c1) and searches that ridre conrlex tc the SW,
=il ity coordinate 0315970 the gouth vicinity coordinate Y0326973 and SE,
¢ ni.ite cocrdinate YC337976. From this koy terrain, condict RIF! thrcughout
ke agsipned A0, generally NE to the A=Shau Valley vicinity of A Luoi

1. FYECUTION: ANNEX ¢ (EXECUTION)
. ROSULTS:

a, ENEMY LOSSES

(1} Personnel Logses by Day. (KIA by 3/187th snall arms only).

10 May 2 16 May 14
11 May 7 17 May 2
12 May 3 18 May 114
13 May 5 10 Moy 2
14 May 60 20 May 78
15 May 76 21 Moy  O*
KIA 357
KB4 102
TOTAL 459
(27 KDA - 102%%
(3) Palg - 2
(4} TWC = 12
(5) CSWC = 2
(6) Friendly to eneny kElled ratic 1:12
(7)) L 4y to wono captured rotio 1232

#*Thirteen bedies found 21 Moy wore crodited te acticn on 15 May;
five bodics te nction on 13 May.
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(8) Numhor F | s
(9) Number of airstrikes flovn 5 N
(10) Number of yreplannad skyspets requestod 31 UNCLASSIFIED
(11) Nupber of skyspots flown 14 '
(12) Number of drclijhts recucsted 5

{(13) ¥umber of Arclights flown 0

b, US LOSSES

(1) Persornel Lesses by day.

DuTE KHA WHA KBF WBER EVAC NONEVA
10 Moy 0 3 0 1 4 0
11 Yoy 3 9 1 35 32 12
12 My 1 2 0 0 2 G
13 ihy A 33 0 0 25 e
My @ 71 0 3 62 12
14 thy 1 45 2 20 52 13
16 by 0 0 0 0 0 0
17 oy 0 0 0 0 0 e
10 Mo 13 60 1 4 63 1
19 oy 0 1 0 0 0 0
20 My 1 43 0 D 43 C
21 oy -0 -9 9 - 0 -3
32 266 4 63 263 40

I F:-i 1_‘;:’\‘{{1;:\?" Fﬁ.l“C (AR‘X )

TOTAL

"N"J:;\ 3 29‘(
I’Jvln E"JX‘\ 28 3
WId ReTURNED 4o DUTY 85
KId 36

(2) EBOUIPMENT DAMAGED:

14 An/FRC 25 Radics
1 90un Rocoilless Rifle
5 Starlight Scoroes

% This fipurc includes 211 wounds received regardless of severity,
Sore personnel were wounded two or moro times and 2re included each
time in she total, sonscousutly the total nurber of actunl persons
wounded 1s less tpen the statoed Jigures,

17, ADMINISTRaTIVS M:TTIZRS:

tical survort wis provided by @ Battalion Forward
3 SCTChtbgfﬁi“W utilising UHW1D aireraft te

5 the ficld clenents, and by the Batialion S-4 in
TCCQt@ﬁ at Canp Bvans, utilizing CB-47 airerafs,
os .ss I, lII IV, V, and water wero flown fron
ulw& ‘m n\~+ﬁin 2 three 42w basic lord,
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ware provided with requlr cd quantwtaea of the basic classes of auprly, F ;
wis not alweys, in fact, preeent at ths forwerd rosupply point. UNCLASSIFIEE

Due to numercus "Combat Emergency" sorties required by the urtillery units
in gupport of the operation, a backlog of sortigs for this unit develoyed
end this, combined with dwindling supplies on hand at Tire Base Berchtus-
gaden, required that this 'nit declare certzin sortiee as ”Crmbat Emercency™,

Property accovntability throughout the operation was diffficult, due to the
intensive fighting and the number of casualties. In the future to prevent
different companies' equipment becoming mixed up, companies will utilize
their supply clerks in the field, as coordinators.betwcen the compunies

and Battalion S4 vho normally rocelves backheuled equlpment., Euch unit

will uwtilize o company roster indicating each individual's type of weapon,
its serial nimber, as will as a separate "line number" for the individual.
In addition to greatly speeding up caswalty reporting, this linc number
could be afixed to the individual's weepon and ruckgack, which would greatly
simplify ideptifying evacuated equipment.

b, Maintenance: Just prior to operation Apache Snow, all four riflie
companies partiedpaoted in & co. oy T ootnd Sown Jurding which FSST centuet
too s wire nodd ~wollable,

c, Treatment, Bvacuation and Hospitalization of wounded

(1) Treatment of casunlties wag eccomplished quickly and skillw
fully by members of the medical platoon, including replacements who hod
no pravious combat experience, IEmphasis on control of hemorrhage, using
machanical means and large cmounts of I.V, flulds, in particular serum
albumin, kept shock casualties fo a minimwm,

(2) Evacuntion of the wounded from the forward edge of the battle
area to the Battalion Headguarters LZ wng cccomplished by light observation
hilicopter., An cvocuation tried system was set up whoreby patients were
classified as: eritical, moderately serious, ~nd fair condition. The class-
ification was based upon the following eriteria: amount of bleod loss, state
of shock, degrec of trauma, type of wound, and time elapsed between initial
troame and primary emargoncy treatnent by medical perscnnel. From the fisld,
paticnts were transported by logistical supvort aireraft, light observation
hbllCOJtOT, and MEDEVAC helicopter to the 18th Surgical Hospital, 22d Surgieal |
Hospital, and C Company, 326 Medical Battalion (FB Bluze). ther evacuation |
was accomplighed by these facilitios, upon the Imdividual judgerent of the
medical officer in regoard to each wpecific case.

d. Transportation: The Battallon resupply helicopter was intended to
ferry supplies from the forward gupnly point to our field elements. As
this aircreft was the sole moons of resupnly for our slements engaged. in
heavy contact, it ployed on essentinl role in the overall combat effectiveness
of this unit., In sercral instonces, this utility aircraft hed to be diverted
fron its primary function to perforn tasks which ghould hove been but were
not, completed by cther aircraft, For axemple:

AY ™ . . kY .
1) Evacuation of casualtics to beth FB Berchtesgaden ond C&mp
d Thu Bai, due to only onc of twe MEDEVAC rireraft svailable

UNCLASSIFIED
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(21 Deployment of budly needed replacenents for tactical ciewenis;
an mEr 8 R4 in cne day, due to lack of a rcraft which had been rcquested

bur 412 not arrive, UNCLASSIFIEL

(3) Resupply of small arms aummuniticn from Camp Evans directlf to
field elements, which h~d beccme critical due to back lcg of unflown CH-47
sorties. This necessary, althcugh improper use of the iattalion LOG-bird,
rosulted in either field elements not receiving requested items or extension
of aircraft flying time and in some cases both appLy.

e, Orrmunicatic ¢
~ommunications ﬁurmn{ th S oporqtion.

f. Strengths and other Pertinent 81 problems:

(1) Timely submission of casuality reports was the bipgest problem
enc untored. Decause of the distance from the base eamp to the area of
op.raticn, the only means of comrunication was with a relay station, When
1nd1v1du 1ls were evacuated it could not be determined te which hospital they
*.h'

{2) To establish a more effective renorting system, a respresentative
was stationed with the CP to reccord and consolidate pertinent casualty
informaticn, Another representative was sen to Fhu Bail to check the 85th
and 224 and repcrt on members of the cormand admitted,

1he Special Equipment and Techiiques:
a, FBuployment of Spooky (C 47 w/mini guns)
(1) Item: Spooky is primarily used to provide flare and suppresive
fire support to friendly perimeters,
(2) Discussion: The ship uses parachute flares t¢ illuminate the
target ares, Often, though, the flare is unsatifactory dwe to wind, heze or

regtrictions 1mposed by the situation,
(3) Solution: When this oceured, &imm mortar illumination rounds,

+im:d for near surface ignition, proved to be a quicker and more relisble way
*o oriznt Spocky than his own flares,

b, Use of Flak Jackets.
(1% Item: TFlak jackets are used most often to protect soldierson

et tic poshs,

(2) Discussion: During the battleffor Hill 937, many of the US
csvaliics were caused b RPG shrapnel, Many of the wounds, though not
seri:u wvera enough to require evacuation., Thig depleted the fighting

(3) Solution: When it was determined that the enemy was defendlng in
divocmees or HiML 937, flak jackels werc dissued to the atiacking troops.
Oy we ring them :<fuu1tle vere reduced considerably. TFlak jackets are parte.
‘2ble when in a situation such ag thls, troops have only a short
to contact and carn leave iheir rucksacks grounded in o

cocure aron. U\L,L/D\ SIFIED
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a. Problem: The culs major problen that occured durning this
araration was the control of ARA,

b, Observation: On threc occasions the APA mistakenly placed fire on
3/187 troops, resulting in total casualties of 4 Jilled and 63 wouniel,
The principal causc of this was an ARA 1ack of orientation about tne rround
situaticn and troops locations, The policy had been for the ARA to 1oport
A4ly on an artillery frecuency to artiliery personnel, bypassing the
This procedure was uscd over the repeated objeztions

dirc
e talion Commander,
f e he fattalion Commander 3/187,

t

n attalion command freouency

: fins on the ground tactical situation, Only the Battalion
Co.moriar, S3 or operations people are conpletely aware of the troep disposi
i After this they can be roleascd to the artillesy “C's

A X
Sy i wad 1.
tovt and micsions, Sote

-+ rol on the artillery radio net.

ormendation: ARA should enbter the

7
/// "7
4 .

.

‘w' . !
LTC, Infanify.—"
Commandigg%“'

/

5 ANNEXES /
Annoy & Supporting Forces (
Anncx B Intelligence -
Apnex G Bxecution

DISTRIBUTICN:

A = FPlus

*0 ~ 53 3D BDE
1 - Hstorian
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INFX A (Artillery) to Comnt After Acticn Report, ~P4CHE SNOW, 5/187
= riticns,

SUPPORTING FORCES (Dircot Support)

2/:19 (105 Airborne)
2/219 (105 Berchtesgaden)
2/11 (155 4irborne/Berchtesiden)

ndirest vurport)

rearaoep UNCLASSIFIED av

21319 {105 o %) wozsagy o DOD DIR. 5200. 1 R
-}’/;:«3 (8" SOI&} BY’ AKERSY o

v anic Suprort)

s.al 81 Mortars (YC320989)

Pt“-).’~
t/77 {(Evans, Ta Bat)
/77 (Plaze

Defensive targets wer: fired every night by all firing units, Theso
rgots were placed on an HEL list kept by the Laision COfficer. The
1wl data for these #argets were fired every 30 minuted during the nigh,
rAnning between 1830-1900 hours

The min rroblem was the centrel of ARA, This problem was werked cutb
Aly in the operation, (See paragraph 15, Commnders's Analysis of
L8 repcry, .

The forward observers mde good use of recen by fires and uscd then
adarly., Lack of rcurds available to the firing batteries resuricted
:se comewhat,

BExcellent use was mde of the 81mm mortars firing in close surrort
the Infantry, The wortors fired in defensive targets and Recon-by-firess
ich preoved eflective in the surcessful seiwure of Hill 937 and Jdefense
ths blocking roriticn,

UNCLASSIFIETR
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ANSEX 93" (Intelligence) to Combat After Action Report, "aAlf:

“he intelligence estirate of the A~Shau Valley area prior to the operation
wns ecesontially correct, (Sus Arpendix 1),

It was felt that due to large number of SLLx. People ~iffer, VR Sightings
d ail.o.ift rece.ving fire near Dong Ap Dia that a larpge enermy unit wes

prohebly cccupying the area arcund Dong Ap Dia as a way station/supply
noint.  The extensive trail network on and around Dorg Ap Bia had indica*ed
thot ‘ho mountain was located on or near a major infiltraticn route frer
I: s inty the A-Shau Valley. No unit identificaticn hed been made prior

to the wssault of 3/187 elements on 10 May 1969, although the identificat-on
of the ¢ omy presence made Reconnaissance In Force of the area necessary,

1, L PAATY

e

Dong Ap DBia mountain complex (YC327977) rises approximately 970
sea level at its highest point. The mountain dces not form no g
ridge complex, but rather stands 2lone in the southwestern

N A~Shau Valley., It is bordered on the west by the Trung FPhan Jiver
which forns purt of the Laotion Border; one the north by the Deng So Ridge
lines o the scuth by the Xe Sap (Rao lao) River; and coverlooks the abandoned

A Loui Fort and airstrip location approxiwately 6000 meters to the east

nerthoast.  Tno valley arens surrounding Dong Ap Biz consist of rolling terrain
with the small hills and fingers forming many cross compartments. The veretatiddn

is thick brushwood, and in ma.; places, single canopy jungle. The Dong Ap Lia
sountain itself consists of a peak with several ridges cnd fingers extending
in ~11 Airections. 1Two of these ridges form mountains in themselves; Hill 91¢€
/Y5315970) on the southwest, and Hill 937 (YC327982) on the north, The
sunbiration of slope, the thick undergrowth and double to triple canopy jungilo
make Dong Ap Bia extremely difficult to traverse by friendly troops.

’

b, Observetion by ground elements was poor. Aerial observation was hindered
due to canopy thickness, but wos able to assist grornd units immensely,
through>ut the operation, Enemg cbservers used the tree tops as OPfs and sniper
pocitione, ‘

c. Avenuss of approack intc the Dong Ap Biz area were numerous., The
velley to the north and south of the mountain were worimary lines of comunicg-
+'ong Trom the Laction K rder. The northern valleyr contained many high speed
l:.ils *hrough the Pa Da area, which turned scutheast and Joined the vast trail
r _iworks found along the Rao Lao River, From the intersection of the trails
onst of Dong Ap Bia, this line of cormunication proceeds across the A-Shau
" lley and is believed to termindte in the new BA 114 scuthwest of Fue City.
¥y of these trails have branch trail netwerks leading into the Dong Ap Sia
cormplex, and travel up the mony fingers toward the pesk itself. These

wvenues of approack were covered by fire,
2. ENEMY ACTIVITY

a, The cnemy wos indecd surprised as the 3-187 elemcnts combat assaulted
between Dong Ap Bin mounta n ond the Lootion Border in a successful effort
to prevent cscope of enemy units inteo Locs, Theres was an almest complete
~cund fire s the cgeape routes were blocked by assau’ting

-

Y
RIS R RS 1 Y ey : o : :
O 3187 Adrborna v omeved un the mountadin, they found thet
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? {Tntell Jnenre) to bcmuat finrr Aotifn Reporf '”APACHF SHOW™ .

AVHES UB

UNCLASSIF
the cneny employud defense in depth principle well indeed. The lover

Tingpen were made up the firs) 1ine of derznse. L3 friendly elorenis

novels Joreard che easny fell b ck to iucrensingly stronger, better prepared
noeit’ons.  The enemy was well ontrenched .nd had bunkers as large os

§’~”“‘, 6-81 deep. Sore were corstructed in "A'" frame configuration,

cnd e utplbl, of withstanding cimoet apy type of suprerting firer, 411

Fonkors ool fighting positions were mutually supporting and were covered

e {Tre from 2 or more bunkers or figating positicns, During the attack

b N P ‘.hf4y1y, it wns found that th. cnemy was employing larpge chicom clay-

e tyoe menes in front of and behlind their bunker syest-ms. The claymores
s re cca,;uii :d frem a central spider hole or bunker, If frie Ily units
e forvard bunkers, the rearmnst claymores were installed o five
viendly troons as they ssarched and anar 4 the bunker complexes,

Tt was found that the enemy units were well trained and equiped, with
iforms, weapons, and gas masks, They were especially well diacinlined
anl obv.oously trained in techniques of fire and fire control, as thuy wouad
¢ npiewentiy wait, cameuflaged and undetected, until friendly troove wewe
in close prezirity before firing. When cng%god the eneryhad plonned sectors

e PORUIREN i Foe)

~nd cbtained pood arsa coverage, Morksvanship was far above average
?AICOS‘ Snipsrs in trees were emplo”cd effectivly, but consistenty

short 1106 span, e3 the trees offered little protection and friendiv
rer usually after the flrst shots were fired,

2bgerved 1nd engnred

c. It wrs found tha*t alinough CS was used ageinst the enery forces,
*kﬂt the affest wags 1iuited due to the presence of new NVA protective masks,
2S #id have some effect however, as several NVA atterpted to flee their
1¢uk s under CS attack., C/3-187 reported on 20 May that the enemy wos
mirloying an inferior form of €S against their position. Several chicon

TA

S rronades were found later, confirming the linited US: capabilities of IVA

n
£

)] 7y ylu

ol

1~ i
“

o4

VTS, R
d. Although enery forces will not under normal circumstances, remein in a
fixed lecation under heavy friendly attack, the NVA elected to establicsh a

vary doternined defense. One reasen for thls wag probably due tc the importarce

u

vhich the eneryy attached to the facilities on Dong Ap Dia, and the lines of
ormuaications adjacent to it, It apuears also that the air assaults of
rienliy forces cut off his cscape routes acress the laction border leaving
Liternative but to stand and fight,

£

B3 a

2. The NVA forces in the A-Shau Valley have radio monitor capabilities 2s
ienced on the Dattalion Comnand net at 0948 hours, on 17 May. At this time
Ja for "Blockdnck" were roce ved from oan unkiown station.  The ealle

¢ wn Enslish with o heavy vietnaraose accont,

3. UNIT IDENTIFICATION:

Ca

aptured decurents have identified the 7th and 8th Dattalicns, 29th Repirent
zarto rs and pecseibly the D-2 Ad Dattali n as comprising the majority
~osing fore ces at Dnn" Ap Dia, Docurents have also indicated that the
the 9th NVA'Rdginont on or about § Mey 1969, It is
f the 9th Fagirent also tock part in the bottle. The
th Fegiment has not heen ddentified and 1s bheliered to Te

lacs, . me . .
TR UNCLASSIFIED
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TNT INBIGNL .

Ualleg n the enewy hdic wevn 07 Hlgwe ooitrgr il v: drabe hhoki,oowd

Linvg ray,  on gev A tre brdles, vall dasigria wes found, At was oWl

at had, and in s Locrlorg, T symbol 1~?'and»1~¢/o s in blue;

e et al T2 dn reds ot goebol T=2/0 ik Te2 in wsd apd |'n dr whive.

The ovbel T2/ Tn?/§ e Tt /4 vere alse found. thess dnsipitia arve Delieved

Ceoriwrmasert Ao lollowiozi

B
v Aoy T S . Feorn o ~ 1
AU TR o 7 o B SIS N I SO T 3 So 8th
e
N

n, 29th Rogt,

Gmzin 2 O Ltn Co (Ana FUh Co Jth Dn, 2yin Regt,
(L0 7ta Oo £%th I, 20th Dogh.

A
7

727 2 Bn T Co .
" ' s /4 Co 71 Lo, N9Th Focsivens
24 that bisz insiemia was T-2/6, and was o nepger of the ek Co,

) fast,, establishing the T-2 as the symbel of the 8th Dn. .1 is
for 7ih In, 29th Rept. The P.W. friother stoted thet no

P owli

wos attached to the varicus thiend cclors, thot prraonvol
2 oavaible To hin,

;(.

the colors readil

i, of the 5th platon, o
2tk 7&;t \z/bn Rbslmﬁnt), utfﬁed that hig reglrment [ od rep
z.

B . . s 3 o) T o
Sy n bwcinent at Dong oan Dia 15 ¢ .ay Lo May 1959,, ‘le farth-:
that b THhoand St Dathalion - nentol Hoasuyusriers wers tocrn

Ly

feuretentiated by Coowrond reaﬂvuts) ard that his Dattalicon consighaed of The
t¢hr, éth, and 7+h Com anies, he stated thot the “th company stren:th wis

»on arrivol, 270 had euffered nw«waximﬂ+e1v &0 casvalties Ly 70
Division kel

; The wisoners gtaterents cgroe vwith 107120 4 :
Cicenpany aunber @ end suucrdiaaticon,  pen c\MMLsuLﬁh of Operatiosn A
tne 29uh NVA Regirvent i35 held vith the follewing strongths:

BETTMATID STRENGTIH
“h Tegt Hy 200
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' 150
450
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San ;“‘cn ix I to ANNEX A (Intclligence) for estirated swrength of the
o nt prior to Operati~n fApache Snow,

. ds a result of Operation APAGVT SNOW, the presence of the 29th NVA
hesiment in whe A-Shau valley was ~rfirmed,  Their location had been unknown

ince the fol 17 2, Captured decwments indizote thet the

»d, raghed ﬁﬂ” revrained Ln forth Vietnam prior to he
aidic of Tistoun i Aoril 1969, D« umeat readouts Ladionted
eciment was Lo ¢tur in the fi-Sha pr*ﬂv to cordvalioy,
s lu th? more petulatsd ]nw1"nﬂﬂ cf Toua Thion Yooy

vulat: 3
in eontact uwith {ricndly forces during chie orpors
cent, los t, Only the 9th Dn, Iccotion
f"ec;tvo. defeat o the 29th NV Rogiment,
?A"tzgic@, ¢ Infantry, this forvor waoll

e "'u.ﬂ“hu rondered 0urb°u inaifeckive,
gniffcant offenaive in the noar
wve-withdgawm wo DA 511 e TGECOD,
Jambnh opardbicns ia the dovlnnds newr

wnlinown rﬁﬁa'

NCIOSURE Uxbracts from OPORD 3-60, LNNEY "A' Intellirence Gperation. AFACHT
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Gorspaiie Tt AT A1Tntalll o) o Combal oiter acticn Fooort (e
Cavrg, T CLASSIFIED

Bt act from APPRNDTY T CENTMY STSJATIONY TO AMIFX A CFORD 3-A9 kﬁpache

Sac )

1, (C) General: The northern 4 T.au Villey is a primary cnomy ICC nged for
movenent oo raserisl and infiltzaiion of *roups to eacy vnive t roughout [
Corps.  Alen, the ene-y has wajateinew loglaties ingtallavions in the novtae
ern A Shan whish diztrit e mach ne:dasd suppilen to units cperating in Cusag
™3 and Thua ihien Proviace. Gh. wrportence oi the uorthera L Shau as a

75 e ISC bas tiwcveassd beecauze friendly cperaticns are presently inter-
oirving cnaoy kay enemy TOC's in ncothern I Corps. Oneration Meine Crag

b 2ving ceemy movement on Rte 946, and Opero.iion Mo gsachusetths Striker
Fipengting enemy activity on Rte 542 and high speed trails in the

1has n A Shaw - Rao Nai aree end on Poute 614 and main trails eest of

BA 607, Recently acquired inteliigence indicates a nattern of movement from
tiae novthern 4 Shau (YD 3012) to BA 114. Additionally, the sighting of
scveral lurge hut and bunker comulexes vic YD 3007 and airvstriees in *he
same arca resuliing in mmersus secondary exrlosions indicates *that the
emcry tos establisued & large supnly depot in this arca, 1% is very likel,
thet the fiow of supplies from this depot and other logistics installations
in tre eribarn A $hou Valloy to BA 114 will increese in ire nexr future,

i

IR

w i
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2. 81 Diapoeition of Enemy Forces in the Northern A Shau Area {Sce

[
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“a, 6*h Pegt. The 806th Bn, 6th Regt is presently operating near the
tong 0 Ir - and My Chanh Rivers, Tae 800th and &02d Bns are presently 7
wilocoteds, Following the Tet Urfensive of 1968, .the 6th Regh retreated to
‘“he portharn A Shau -~ BA 611 area, It is very possible that the 800th Bn
=ad/cr 6023 D1, 6th Pegh is presently located in this area.

Y. 9th Regt. The 816th Bn, 9th Regt is presently operating in the
corthern A Shoa - Rac Nel area vie Y6 4997. The 815th and 818th Bna, 9th
Ao are presently unloccted., The 9th Regt normally operates in th northern
A Samy - 34611 mrea, and in August 63, the 816th and 813th Bns were operat.-:
ing necr Pa Dn (2), YO 352974e it is very possible that elemeuts of the
Gth Regh are presently operating in that arec,

c. 559th Trans Gp, Elements of this unit are currently operating in
BA €11 and lhvonghout the nortrern A Shau Valley.

ds Unidentified Fnemy Forces in BA 611, The Hq of TTHMR is believed
to be locatad in BA 611 in laos. It is very possible that a regiment is
serving s a security element for this large Hg., In response to a friendly
opcration in the northern & Shau Valley, it is possible that this resiman®
wouls Do wormittzd to defond the supply depotse

e, €75tk Lrty Regt. The 675th Regt wos contacted during Operation
Dewey Seagor, It is considered very possible that elements of this unit

awo obill opberating in BA 611, / .

3, (€) fErary Tactics and Equiﬁggﬁtﬂﬂ

i

£, Tn Operation Dewey Canyon, the 9th Marine Regt discovered several

;’6‘:7 *lja}g{ UNCLASS[F!ED
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A RALT Py~ opmona s (FNESY CTTUATECTY o AMNSY A CTCAT .

(e .
Wom eans and xizenble guantitses ~f 1020 ap ondtion vie Rte 252, T-n02
sr Ind roeontly discovercd 50 ra- of 1zfmm cmrurition ir the 2rea enst ol
w G Thus, it ds very possible thet fricndly ferces in the northovn b
Nes To 2oy witl erccontor 120n wmui Iz fure frowm i et 20 1oos,
Looodn Onornticon Bon asot Pﬂ:;‘, whien wes conduc tod from 4=R27 Ang (0

LoFhe norlie n A Shau valoey, fuwe Cloth Lnd 8.0th Brs coaunted delaying
N sy auoiced wejes centac,. HAmesvomo tke 9th farine Rept cneountered

wroaneed onomy enbacics during Jusrotlon Devcy Conyon uhed ‘noy entered

crshio o The 2-17 Gav mot heavy resictanes while initially
ok I vic uv) ,)_)[\"7 ard the 3-187 “nitin l_‘/ net sulff resglistance
ten L Luering their proscnt A0, Trug, ~irce cther major LOC's arc being
Incked, it is possible that the encny will defend bis svpply installaticrs

hrongrout, the northern A Shan Valicy,

c. o In Oﬁaaafien Dowsys Coyon, the 9th Marine Rerth found eorernl large
: . ively bookwy urcovned., Additionally, the large
ool found by 2.402 abn InT coty of BA 4507 was hooby trappad with 4

@s aice Tound dhenr cadhcs wore LLooy

SIte ;;kghrl ch&rgzs. The 5~187 h~
apred aches in the northera 4 Shau
allow e }ocby trappﬁd

~ L0} Poventinlly Lucrative Tarzet fArecc in the northern A Chou Valley

oo Joen vie YG3507, Rezent VR, airstrikes, and contect: hra: dnalented

Ve b ] ) P
et toilg arco ds o a majon srnpal G,

b, Two Lo River arca. The troils clong this river serve as a koy
sfiltration route into Thua Thien Provincc, Infiltration Station # 4 is
~z vie YO35Q4, An XM on a captured map was loc near Pa Du #1 vie
0324067, “”i tienu’ly, SLAR and URS irdicated cnemy prescnce and mov:-

i iar~h and eavly April.

L

_;n ) RON

c. Donz B¢ ¥isn or "Beak' arca, During Operaticn Delaw re, 19 Apr
O Mo 50 sb ACD discovered lerge cachos in this area. 4 photo mission

iown on 7 dpr 69 revealed 5 camouflaped trucks vie YD 361C11 and numerous
OL drums vie YD 364009, It ig veory vrossible that a truck park is located in

d. 4y Z2in Mbne aren, vie YC 3194, Recent URS and SLiR indicate enemy

and 2 pattorn of west-ecst movement in t‘is crea, It is very
¥ that toz onemy is moving supplies costword from BA 611 to caches
aoowtie Lroen,

UNCLASSIFIED
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f’” it ,

(Y The 4 Shauw Wlley floer consists off 1let cpen terrain vhich varie.
in width from e 2ppro oximitely 300 nmeters near rrid cocrdinate YD363032 to
be be uhoce k Cinciers mear Ta Bat (¥04209 O) Vegotation includes grass.
> 4o 6 fash {all. and scatbered brush. Mumercus borbh craters and streans
3 througaonﬁ the valler's floor re strlrt wheclad vehicles Wt troclod
vobiel o pan rave thpoughcut the valler {icor with relative easc, Rouwte
PL0 who~h bravertes She entire veller, is wsable by tracked vehicles bus
vobi cular coverent is irserdicted by bombing, Movement off of

n48 o possinle in the valley, 2s cvidenced hy nunerous enery wheelzd

sobielng ard wheeled vehicic uracks observsd on aerial photography, includ-
ng oy cxmioles of whesled cracks in stresn beds.  Feot movement is good
sit Lhe valley flocr,  Helicopter landing zones arc “vailable in any portion
>f *re vl ey floor, However, siree thesc zones oin he chserved for

.ong 47 stanscs and sinee cover fren direet fire woapons is lacking, combat
tpeaults weudd be extrorely hizardous and difficult o proteet vithout =
Jroavor T an erral purber of gunships.

», (L) Tae nertheastern side and the scuthwestern side L Shau
211w differ proatly in vegebotion, traffieability, l‘ﬁ CVer: ll shape

Pu < BN ) ~
T ovhe torrain,

2, The nertheasteorn side including 2 mrrow transitiemal aren betucon
e valley fleor arnd the mountain ranges

(1) The Transitional Area: Berdering the northern a4 Shaw on the

rect oside atoa &;ptb cf cne te twe kllcmotero, thig arca, althcugh it
v vogetation, is actually

preirs fron the air to be cevered with low, cven
vevorad with o mitted grass and brueh vegetation which would gre2tly
r@striet Dot Vow‘"@nt and which would suppert enly tracked vebicular
seaffiec, Larding zcmes in this area are irfrequernt and are linited te
;txcan,:ﬂds cnd seatterced slash 2nd burn rrevs, Few trails hhve heen
Cheerdar, TMrough this aren between Rte 547A and the nerthern end of the
FRlloy s honév'“, one road cxists from Rte 548 2% ccordinate ¥D304093
moo the ovtrome western end of the Cc Pung ridege, Phrt of this rond was
wut b o nelldozer nnd beyend the peint where it enters the tree line,
5ol scemonts nvpenr through breaks in the concpy s far nerht 2s grids
D2011, ~»d Y3112,  In Noverber of 1968 the arer enterad bW this rcad
ont arex from which

- Lol
e reported ns o gfobable storage arca or transhipoont
ndiie lond inte BA 114, Fren phctcgr:phy it 2ppears th t arrer could

Axpley inte os for nerth as the YD 3112 grid,

Py 2

{2) The Meuntoincus dren:  Rising brupuJy cut of the narrow
Toapers 2od unewven conteurs of th; transziticnal “rea the canopy ecoverced
Loop siop s (20% to 50%) of the ~cuntaincus region form an unbroken
crevder o sevenent, Jbscrvﬂtmfu, and holibersc cperrticns,  Elevation
o o orver 3,000 feot from the valley fleer te the ridga lines whieh
Tor nonk seme flve te sin kileicters fron the wllev. Although
ih Tines 2re sretbter in clevatlionthan bhese oordering tle

UNCLASSIFIED Gt 1O
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L Shau they havo supported Tire Bua,: construction in the past and should

afford the same basic problems in “he future as were cacountercd during the
ccent congtruction of FSRYs WHIP wnd FURY, The drainage problems encount-

erod at FEB WHIP will confront construction units agrin in the northern

i Shou, . There is no known granite outcropping which would seriocusly

hinder bulldozcrs from preparing the Fire Bose platform. WNot so much

the vezctation bnt the scverc slopos will impcde foot movement freom the

mecuntains toward the valley floor. landing Zoncs of course will be

restricted to old FSB loecations ~nd to thosc points previously cut by

fricndly units.
""

b, Trc southwestern side of thu valley differs from the northern gide
iv. a0oral waya: firstly the mountains are igolntrd and do not form a
colid torvier to movement; sccondly, of the few meuntains, one, the Co
700”*0@ strategically at the extreme northc: i tip of the valley,
~.sed o friendly FSB and another, the Dong &, ridge, has been

Tosol el DY “t least one enemy vehicle (Wheclcd) w.ich was destroyed

1/“* ~bondoned prior to September of 1968; thirdly the southern side
of tnc velloy is characterized by numerous 10Cts - Routc 922 and the 922

I r'.
41.'("

|
aEaIN
PR

ik

ruess around the northwestern slope of Co i Nong mountoin, the Xe Sap
rcr wnd the Rao Lac River, and meny well-worn trails from Laos into the

e d

rallcy; and lastly, broad rollxng arcos betwoen the two rivers which are

vold of heavy canopy would afford relatively casy foot movument; (see arsa
2 oh Stocwam), :

},
Piv

The traversability of the cntire arca west of the valley and north of

thye Roo Lao can be considercd good for foot movement but unsuitable for
wecrhiwel deployment of vehicles, A4lthough the rivers and strzams are, for
re most part, ncgotiable, the avenues for vehicular movement are restricted
oy alope and vegetation, (Also not enough information about soil comtent

is nvailable to determine suitability, but one can assume that wet weather
g~eld rostrict movement since the erog ig the drain flled for the waters of

e A S"’“ Va 1163’)

“he Rao Loo River, from 10m to 40m wide, is not on insurmountable barrier

5 foot movement, especially during dny months. Duc to its rocky botton
and the foct that it is not fed by any major cascading mountain streams,
the Raoc Lao flows slowly through its low banks., The depth varies from
nuacrous shallow rapids to uido deep pools where it washes through layers
of stt& and silt, The appezrance of mumerous trails which weave back and

h across the river ulSO indioate on easy traversability, . The Xe 0D

e djfLC”s fronm the Rao Ino with an increascd numbpr of ﬁﬂﬂdﬁqrs and rapids

-+

less cosily traversed.

; Ao Sop River, Murg* would be possiblc in the

~re ovallable south of thb A bhau along rivers and streams,
1
e tweon Loocs and Co 4
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KTRACT rom Avvenddx 5 (TDFTAT. ANAZYSIS) 40 AwiEL Ay (INTELLIGENCE) oy

2 ‘P.") : 07

C kLY point in understanding the terrain of the western side of the
Shau Valloy is that the fow existing nountoins arc ilsclated, The encmy
s uced these vantage points not only to store their materinl but als
concenled locations from which te harnss Tricndly observation pJoncs
A thus proboct their own movement over high specd routes from Bi 611 and
rouyh extensive trail networks from BA 611 and further down the Lootian
réer, Two of the mountnins scom te be especially suitable for friendly
. First the Co 4 Hong mountain has svpported o F3B in the past and
fords gocd obscrvation toward BA 611 and toward the & Shau Valley. Due
enoive bowblng the southweatern slone hns been cleared of vegetation
outsc 922 running along the chalky slope is completely interdicated by
ndslides, Observotion to the north is hindercd by trees, Streams in the
. Non on will not hinder ground operations in any way. Second the
g, centrally located on the western side of the northern 4 Shau
‘ily entored on foot from its northern and southern tips. TFriendly

Ll 2 QO

ivs, woo thoy located on these two ridge lines could probably check
oo mowonent wh¢$a supporting US ground operations. ilsc occupation of
csc vidgoes would greatly lesscn the amount of cncepy fire upon heliborne

GO L0,

(D
=
'"i
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EX{PACT from Appendix 10 (OB IISTING) to ANNEX A (INTELLIGENCE) to OPOFL .45

UNIT

- -

C~4

¢i6th bn
C-11 Ce
C--12 Co
G132 Co

(et (o

(@]
B

.o
ER RN

>y
ON oy o ot

51

{

,
“
i

PR g <

(9]

]
- b

2

18 RR

"t Bn
u-1 Co
C=2 Co
.3 0o

~

1 m I‘ o)

th Rn
G Co

o5 Co

C-7 Cou

STRENGTH

A rn st

400

500

(C-10 Co)

1800

Hys 50

Co (Type Uni)

Ingr Co
mailo
7 Mortar Co (82mm)

Co (75mm)

. 400

380

Gm8 Co
th Tn 380
-9 C
=10 Do
Gwdh] Cn
N a4 7
=12 G
T erty Boc UK
B A0 Bn (87 sun)
Bend Br (1220 gun)
A2 O {a)
e b0 T
A En |

LOCATICY/DLTE

LuST CONTACT

YD5402/
March 69

Unleoaated

Unlocated

Tnloeated

Unlocatad

Unlonnted

Unlocated

Unloecated
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K-16, %X-7,
2d Bn

K-18, K-12,

24 i

Song lo, E-5,

34 Regt

k=7, D-1

K-8, D-2

K-9, D-3

Doan 65
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(75th Arty Regt UNK
213th Bn
Z15th Bn
205k Bn
254 Tn

E-25 2kt - Arty Bn UNK
/. Cee {Unk designation)

Sdrh Tran 42 UN
o Inf Bn
1oy Co
‘nd Co

éa1sg “edep Inf Co
b, zr~e; Inf Co

-

ow370 Indep Inf Co
3d i 3n
C-113 C

C»s(”. Co
1

::
@]

1y0]
L]
o}

n

2 J/I iy Bus
i34 Cos Probable)
[;.Af:h. Corro Bn

E5th Trans Bn
Go

Co
g7 Co

u;ir‘

-y -
4 e b
:
.
[Ty

524 Trens Bn {Poss)

Oth Inf Sceourity Bn (Poss)
4+ Tnt Security Pn (Poss)
{/ &,,,_{_J. el CO

LOGLATION/DLTY

f"| n
1,.,];/; L
LSy mimtag &

Inlnented

Unlaecated

Unlocated
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T  The initi 2l phase of the operation was executed a8 planned i.e. the 3;
serured L7 2 and the terrain immediately adjacent

- . . Nt 2 s Pamms o Deane Awn Bia and the 3/187
3, The enemy, however, was dlsCovered in 1OICe Ol VOUgG ~op =~ 3/

o~ N . L. Al mssrslomisdt dla st AP wawtioingtion in Arnache Snow.
Torgnt nim there TOYCUgnoul uie prriiou Ol pal babidpmbaiies s P

; M nrendd pas 4o this onnew deseribe. in chronological order, the detailec
e 1€ Gppelalices Lo Jllo QDA UTDLWL LDy 455 &- s
Ao +e der amerations of the 3/187. from staging on 9 May throu,gh extraction
QLY LU ULy UpPTACLLVLIG Vs Wil Ly g Ll 2 5 =S .

Porram dbha AD A1 D1 [aled

L UL WILE AW Vil Al d ey 8

APPENDICES:

he 13 M&y
5. 14 May
6. 15 May
7. 16 May
8., 17 May
9

. 18 May
10. 19 May
11. 20 Mzy
12, 21 May
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Cropntion APACIE SNOW began for tn. 2/187 with stoging in the vieinity of
Fire Pesce Blarqc on 9 Moy (D-1) 1959,

Pathfinders were supposed to arrive hofore dark on the 9th to coordinnte

the D~Duy 1ift bvt they did not. The Battzlion 53 met with the ccempany
conminders and a search was mdc of the PZ in an attempt to locate aircraft
gaide markers according to what bad been deseribed to the 83 by the avin‘ion
representative the night before. Finding only o partially mrked P2, the
plon was formulated to position troops from east to west in twe rows each
with 15 grouw ps of 5 men each, The 1ift was scheduledto use 30 alrerifs,

At 0700 hours, on 10 Miy, the 3-187 trocps were formed according to plan

for an cypected 0720 hours, pick up. Mithfinders arrived sometime arcund
0700 hcurs, Their information about the pattern on the PZand number of
shins to be used was confused and contradictory and they never did cocrdimnte
or contenl the 1ift to any effective degree., Consequently the composititn
6f the ground units! TiftE wig ndt exieily =s plonned. -
S oo : A -

The C&C ship reported on the battdion frequency at 0700 hours and by 0705
hours, the Battalion Commander was airborne and ready to start the 1ift,
The PZ time for D Company, the first unit lifted, was at 0750 hours, Their
L7 time was 0801 hours, and the D Company Commmnder reported that LZ 2 wis
cold, Flements of A and C Companies were lifted at 0801 hours, and were
closed into LZ 2 at 0820 hours. The Battalion Headquarters (mimue the

€0 ond Arty LNO who were airborne in the C&C ship), the mortars and additiomal
elerents of C and A Companies departed the PZ at 0845 heurs, and were on

L4 2 ot 0856 hours,

The insertion had caught the enemy by surprise, D Company, after securing
the L2 aceording to plan moved its 1st Flatoon up the ridge to the
scutheast, This immediate push up the ridge was to prove an important
achicvenment, It was from this position, the ¥ay terrain to the irmediate
northwest of Dong Ap Bia (Hill 937), that the Battalicn Headquarters
controlled and supported operations throughout the period 10 to 21 by,
Occupation of this terxain also resulted in an effective blocking position,
25 it stoocd on the major ridgeline and trail complex between Dong Ap Bia

and the Laotian borders

lack of proper Patmfinder PZ coordination caused a broken seouence of
roops arriving in LZ 2, Consecuently, there was some confusion and
disorganization in effecting the Battalicn Commender's plan for securing
and expanding the periticter of the L 2 and commencing initial RIFfs, Uhen

the Battalien Headquar®ters arrived, the 83 gathered the awailable lexders

nd directed achions emsentially as the Commander had itended i,e., & Compiny
the northwest part of the perimeter and commence 8 RIF tc the

4o the ner#hwest; C Corpany sccure the scuthern porticn 2nd commence

=+ =3
Q@

h

{

crganize on

hizh ground
a RIF to the southweste C Company was assigned the mission of LZ security
until 211 elements weres in, D Company 2s menticned, already hed the ensterm

side 2nd R2d moved cut to the socuthosist. UNCI



At 0930 hours 4 Company Feported reuching the high ground approximately
five hundred mcters to the northwest (¥C313994) ard finding and searching
cut trails in that area, During this period the headquarters and moriars,
following D Company, began their move toward the southeast, C Company,
waiting the arrival of the remainder of itg forces, secured LZ 2 and com=
rmenced a4 platoon RIF toward the southwest.

A% 1044 hours the Battalion Comrender with the Artillery LWNO, landed at LZ 2.

At 1045 hovrs a LOH on VR reperted & complex of bunkers and huts several
hundred neters to the cast of the LZ.

37 noun D Company had socured the Hidgeline blocking position to the south-
crngt (Y0320088) and the Battalion Headquarters and Mortars were within the
D Company perimeter.  Preparation of an LZ and mertar positiens had begun,

7 cughout th middle of the day Pink Tesms, LOH VR's, ARA and FAC's reported
v orous trails, hute, bunkers, turnels and smell groups of enemy east and
ion. of the 3/187 location,

= B Company, which had buem the Bripgede reserve, closed into

[Re oours
L7 2, corpleting the 3/187 into the AO. B Company moved southeast to

72, ¢
the Hondgquarters Iocatiorn and rcceived instructions to continue moving
southeast toward Dong Ap Bia, sct up an NDP, and to move at first light
n the 11th to RIF toward Hill 937,

4t 1646 hours and 1638 hours B Company reported recelving sniper fire and
then small orms and BPG fire,  They responded with small arms fire, 90mm RR
were suprortod by mortoers, artillery, gunships and airstrikes, The US

sufferad three WIA, while killing four of the cnemy, MEDEVAC (2 arbulatory
1nd 1 litter) wes comploted by 1835 hours. Gunship end airstwike support
rentinued until dark, The night defensive positions for 10 May were:

L Go{-) at YC3089%4 B Co(-) at YC321987

L Go 2d plat at YC306995 B Co 4th plat at Y0321986

3 Gala) at YC315985 D Co Mortars and Bn Hgs

3 0o 1st plat ot YC314983 at YC320989

UNCLASSIFIED
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- . . . . ,,-_ £ oonp
he rifat of 10711 2o ves quLnL oot norriagts acvivity charvec ¢ TLOC
/\"‘

how s with 1 Sire wail (pc' sher Piwey dnte petential cnony leocations
At L2 hiours € Gonpony's reaornaingince Ly iire prompted enemy return i
from ve~iniiy cocrdincte Y(317964. O fampany returncd five with orgaind:

TOADINS.

5% 25, Loghy £ire seaw (8.0, was on station at G653 hours end raperted

ecidiers running on o trall about four hundred melers enst ot

¢ location, 10 comarted an obhservavion post in 2 tres, sleo, a9

,"uwi,od rith 7 cehe, in the some generel arsa,  The ares wae toker
Auwnw“+ 25 and he fired on and nisscd oy automatic wezpons.

Do) -

Banshien 23. (?FT;. rcnortei that a LCH reconnirs for him took enemy “irc Crom
sceriinate ¥0335074, At 0745 hours be cngaged the ena” by

rlcinivy of

SRt
5 onpany comartod their HDP ~t 0745 hours,

s |

i ond G Cemponies sert reports that theoir units hed cormenced meving.

i#

lzas fo

H

the day were:

2 Cempany RIF from NDP to v1c1n1ty of YC32998/ the northeorn tip of Hill 937.
¢ Commany KIT south and ecast from their NDP,
D Company remain in blocking position with Battalion Headquarters and Mominrs

soncuct 71mlfed RIF's to the north and east.

The FAC reported in at 0844 hours, with the first of six ailrstrikes of the

dov,

it 0257 hours, B Compeny revoried finding two RPG rounds, one light machins
min, and numerous blood trails to the east of the previous day's
contac’s,  Between 0900-1000 hours, B Compeny found 4 enemy KIA's in the
viﬁiwj:y of coordinate Y032458/4. The KIA's werc wearing green uniforms
wiil kiakis underncath, One of the dead had a picture in his wallet that
aprecar.d to be of him in an officer's uniform. Alsgo found on his perscn
was ar ~dditional picture, North Vietnamose money, eight rezor blades, and
a US trpe accessory pack with tobucco,

By 0910 hours B Company had found twe additional enemy KIA's, one SK5 rifle,
sne IM%, a Chicom grenade, onc AKL7 riflc, one RPG launcher with s'z: rounde,
gome meaienl cquimment, a leoter, bandages, items of clothing, and muwweroms

blood trzils
N Cor cny gave his peosition, at 0913 hours, as Y0315985,

cmpany had noved to IC*04994. He reported that he wos
?z.v{«) ot that lccatlon'%ng gending out platoon RIT e

it oo

[ - 2 5& UNCL/\S;‘B%F%ED

Cowpany RIF vicinity of NDP; then double back to vieinity of LZ 2 (YC31/,935).
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divection of advance, UNCLASSIFIED

At 1100 hours, A Company reported the following locations: 3d Platoon 2t
YC320990; st Platoon at YC300993.

At 1106 hours, B Company reported that he had found one large gsack of rice
entaining approximately 15 pounds of rice balls; a carrying case containing
hree AK-47's and megozines; a bag containing three satchel charges already

o]

A
L

prarad; ancther small bag containing something similar to C4s a bag of firct
nii supniics and equipment; two more Chicom grenades and blood trails leading

¢ the ¢nst up the hill,

& lneztions at 1158 hours were: A Company and 3d Platoon at YC3049%4;
Pladieon ot Y0300993; 24 Platoon ot YC302990. B Company at YC323984;
rary{~) at ¥0323983; C Company 3d Plateon at Y0313981,

4% 1159 hours, A Company reported that they had discovered a well-used trnil
Saar nooters wide running NW-3E,

47 121% hours, the 7Tst Platoon of D Compony returned to the compnny locetion,
~in »loteon had reconnoitered to the NE for several hundred meters but had
=ndn no conboct with the enemy.

% 1310 hours, B Company reported finding several communication wires rurning
wown from tha hill into the stream bed along his route of advance, Ho also
raported o small knoll to his east covered with sniper holes.

4 LOX on VR at 1315 hours, reported that he had sighted at least twe tcle-
sione poles with wires and insulators on them at coordinate YC351939. He
ndad thet there were troils running parallel to the communications oystem.
™eoe wires and trails evidently ran from the east, up over Hill 937, to
the wesh., The LOH also reported that he had received fires from bunkers
at 10324981,

Throughout the dey 4, C and B Companies continued tc find trails, fresh
tracks, com-unication wires and cables, spider holes, miscellaneous pieces
of clothins end ocquipment, blood trails, ond huts and bunkers. The pilots
tco, continued reporting numerous indications of cnemy prescnce around and
on Mill 937.

By 1550 hours, B Company moving east, hnd started up the ridee leading %o
Hill 937. While following fresh tracks, they were fired on by a lone sniper.
Te sniper's intention, evidently, was to draw the unit up the ridge where
the encmy wollted in bunkers.

At 1624 hours, D Company was in contact at YC327983, and at 1630 hours,

the Company Commander reported that he hnd suffered three US KIA's, He

2lso had two US WIA's and possibly twe more from attempting to retrieve

the first two. His troops had confirmed six ene~y KIA's, The DBattalion

~ander fnstructed him to incrense his volume of fire and push past the

anded, rather than ettempt to irmediately retrleve them tnder direct enemy
Yartars, artiliery, eunships, and airstrikes were used in support of

MEDEVAS was recuested ot 1643 hours, and 2t 1842, all wounded
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wring an aia suerile, one ¢ f the ships “vmmed and fleed Ur
the Yousests Topreted I bhe conter of the Davinlloo
atoon,  One U7 wog ¥illed and thirty-Tive MUanod Filleen
MEDEVAG, Ihcludec In the wounded were the Eatbnlioo
<h lightly ) the Arvilleny LW0O oud &4 OiIlC@T (coth

: Opgnﬁuloig Serpgeant and the Mortar Sergeant (hoth
wii2usly ),  Various sihips were used to evacuate and by 1007 hours, the cagual
cE uers clerved Toon tre 20187 doeation,

hicusl Whde clerupitilng, tas heodouarters continued o Tie~tion,  Moriors

cvnicted ohelr mission din support of B Comporss end the Dottaiisn Cozmaraor

st rine Lo diract cdrctzivo, and give snstootions e the compondsg,

1 J 7 i ™ [ N A, R . . AN
1047 hovrr, D Compeny's 3d Platocn, which had been on e RIF 4 4roe roonth,

- Ll v T A T - RPN - . I L S 3
STC oe ne 5o iing pocltion, reporting nesaiive signtings

BALw Tk e

oo remected esrlier, reported on staticn at 1937 bours and opersied
vl 219 houra.

Yl

e [on the 3/187 on the night of 11/12 May wera: A To(-) at Y0312992
o 2 amtushes al 10313992 and YC310994; B COpruy at 1“?2 59815 C Co (=)
- V037593 with st Platoon ambush at Y3316981, D Corpany, Be’*a SiE
cAounrters and Mortars at Y032004G,

UNCLASSIFIED
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The nighkt wis quiet. At 0€4. hours, Bilk 37, reported on soniinn ¢ oai

in twe airstrikes for o Sempany, There were ight airsurile; agaiast tas iuwmy
throughout, the day, tae lart cne going in at 1734 how s. These strikes

vere 2 lx of high drag hombs, napalm, and 5C0 and 1C00 pound bombg with

g M P R M. o s o acam o o Fo RN Ayt - s v e JURY S WS 1

LUZEe ELTY . e dccudrcy Ol uae bt«fl {€S Was OuvsTa” CALTIE .

a7t 0659 hours, Company 4 segan moving toward the Battalion Headquarters

‘v nny reperted at 0820 hours that his rear . lement spotted some movercrt,

P PR

The Jettelion Cormander called Brigade at 0852 hours, cnd requested a Team

~F o sinecrs to assist in blowing an LZ for B Company, nis request for an LZ
i T g Y » N kY I3
©. .2t location (vic. coord. YG323983) proved to be a wise one., The Tower
o . PO A A Y- | [RURRPETS MU SRS DU N FUU S P SO e e F 3 vy ar. i
1 DL el L0 e f..,c.L.LJ..'::u, wag une rey dLnpieiineal.oue o Vlt:A-Al“, VALl LALLSL ey b
vy madnt Phreatsehant The Arnors 43 a0
-~ L‘_J“: i_}\ RSy SR apv ML A UM&ALUL{ W WiACs Ul}\g.i.t.« '.I.L\»A-.L.

73 Lours, B Company received cnemy small arns and RPG fire from the
coordinate YC325981, Results were 7 US WIA; the rebura fire killeC

—EAV‘y .oldier,

Swision Artillery Commander arrived on the “pper LZ at 0940 hours.
He hnlocome to disruss uLp ATA mishap and a poli.y Far control of ARS, It
— R R - ™ Y R e SR 1 SRR ST S 1 SN POR.
3 A D '*Ulpb WOuLG Come U_p QI LIIE WAL LA LLOUIL COHUNRALIL
an Temer A Elha omovind daatianTl mdtraatrdoan hefore
« .L&LCI) il WLAT 5& LA A Al L L WA, AN WLLA UAW AR WA WL O
o artillery FO. Prior to the aceident on the 11th,
irect to the Artillery PO, This procedurs was

+t G950 hours, Banshee 27, a LOG ship carryirg the engineers, reported in on
e battalien frequency and was'turned over to B Company's control, At

1024 hours, while inserting the engincers, the ship crached after its tail
struck a tree, There were six casualties resuliing from the erash; three
PR R s B 20 S U S Vs S - el s T e S 32 a . WDINLIA M
>OgLIeCcrd aald uiilce grew memders, VIIg OI GACi refuileQ 1INelid e fltlviii,.
T ey anmd +ha smamadsmdes Armolnasasmes WhAsencrman bt e ad 1yt o myvenrmnweaddan
& WLy Aalill Liie LoiiQddid s I LIST A 35, i WbVGJ., Vil i iisia Wl Wk wilo el Sl e S
nf the L7 T™hrouochount the dev cmnshina, ARA. 2irgtrikes. artillervy. and

Ll st -y ‘Ld¢v\‘{?&$v“\l VAL WAJ ETW&LMMFL?, “““"" Nk an b P e ﬂ-b’.\dh" Rl dandast el I § ' -
mortars pounded the area east of the B Company location.

t 1141 hours, D Company replaéed vy A Company in the blocking position,
departed the Battalicn Headquarters location and commeneed a RIF down the
finger leading northeast from the upper LZ

A% 1219 hours, the MEDEVAC requested by B Company for the crash victims
D=L SV Py NS SN P T fPap ey Ysade Al T csm e il mavmesd T e d ammmnAer mesd o DaddaTd e
~ P ASE DL LI O W U-LUI-J’ uuv il o WA UL CONDLUTCICU UGy QU e oabuvaaavil
Commondar t0ld the ship to return and wait for his call
EAGHHW AR LTSS A i i Lheeas LAY AT VA AA SRAGML WOEA W A e saa s wliais

cported 2t 1224 hoursy, that he wasrecelving incomlng nortar rounds
1n1ty of coordinate Y0325976, HNo casualties resulted. The
Fmmn A was f‘if‘-;ff[” on 'F.- N a2 . ;.,_a.x:.L . Aanc cour T ae -
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bt 144 houvs, B Dompnny hod on accepteble L4 and hod extended the wecardlys
Sf ot pafflciently to Leing in oo MEDFVAN,  He had o total ol ~dae cass JUles

o —vnoustold: aeree .ere Gitter and et ¢ hulodcozy  Thoe PDEVAC wer
i oice, without incrdont and the evoenation was o plele o7 110) hoars,

23

-~

Lo 3854 hours, Thund
i

) » 44 TIOH) wert inte ihe sowes 17 wnd took out trrec
Us sIA's susteined a

\‘2.. Pl
n ction,

0}
?

a previocus
S Comears roocrted that Lo had at lesst three coni'irmed enery KIAle,
. 54 e o'

..ring the afterncon, B und C Companies called in repor®s of sporadic ciirv
rovenent, RPG, small arms and mortar fire. There were no US casualtis=g
regcliing from these fires, however an additionzl NVA soldier was reported
K™ In respone to any report of enemy nover~nt cor fircs, fricndly fives or
~ooorelotypes were pub into the sus-ected localinrs,

i heurs, one of the gunships sighted thiec huts and many bunkers and
S mbing positicns at coordinate ¥G325977. He wes instructed to engage tlese.,
vo45 liours, C Company, movine cact, reported treir lovation as LOTRESTT,
“lie s Just two hundred meters south of B Company, The 2d Platoon of & Com-
o which: hnd been sent to B Company's location with a resupply, arrived
ot 1648 hours,

9 Comrony had no enewy contact on the 12th and at 1724 hours, he reported his

,osition as coordinate YC325989.

(5

pper 17 that afterncon, stated that he wae pulling back from the contact
areca and digging in for the night. A moment later he reported that an
cetimated eleven RPG and mortar rounds fell into his old position to the
west and that he was ealling artillery on the suspected enemy location,

e

At 1829 hours, ¢ Companr, having engaged several enery sightings SW of tho
) bl 124 &

During the remaining hours of light, artillery and mcitar defensive fires were
ad justed in around the perimeter.

Lt 2000 hours, on 12 May the 3-187 wus disposed es follows: A Comnaany,
Battalion Headquarters cccupied the blocking position at coordinate YC325960;
¢ Company at YC325978 with the 1st Platoon ambush at YG323979; D Company

at Y0323988 with a platoon armbush at YC323987,

The night woe cuiet with no enemy cortact,

UNCLASSIFIED
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ISNOW (2/187 Operations) UNCLASS’FIED

The rirst person to 1wport on the Battalicn Frequerev on the orning of 13

Moy was Assault 11 (LF'T), He stayod on starnron from 0645 iours until 0735 hours
durirn. .chich time they sciuted to the west an® south cf the blocking position
and er..~d -everal hut and b nker complexes.

Te TAC vas noxty ot 0656 hours, with the first of ten airstrikes to be placed

i . vord of the Battalion until 1900 hours th-t rught.

.U % hours, C CompAny, moving east £or half on hour elready and reccennin~ s
* rc as they moved, reported that' their lead .lemont was recelving small orms
fir~, ey requested permission te hold afd strike the suspectdd engmy locat-
ion itk re rtirs and artillery. The request was grinted.

B Cor g was noxt, at 0735, with a revort that he wes receiving AK-A7 rive
from 27 wosue Fighterd Were ovorheafl at the time and an immediate stri%e
wee 0 1 on the cnemy lo8Btioch.

io 07,7 3 Company reported that he had thrés of his troops slishtly wournded.
“dnutes lator, C Company reported that he had five US Wii's,

4. 0850 B Company requested a MEDEVAC for two of his wounded and also inform: &
the ©.ttalion Commander that he hed US KIA,

The revonderdfide of enemy fires, which consisted of RPG, mortar and small
arms, wes coming from the viecinity of YC327978. Toxr the next several hours,
the Battalion Commauder directed airstrilkoes, ARA, artillery and mortars into

th arc .

. 0920 € Company, pushing slowly ecstward, reported enemy fires and movement
{.om severtl directions in close to his positioh, He reported that the enemy
wore expertly ecuouflaged 2ud that C Company wag using maximum reconnaissance

-

by firo as thoy move o,

D Ccmpany, who had moved out ot first light, reported movement, but no enemy
coatacts, as he was 1econnoit-ring in the vieinity of YC3259%0.

4t 0056, B Company's olements, following fresh cracks to the oast, ran into
¢ st of snipers and reporte@ two more US WIA and one KIA.

T UY reosponse to thesce contacts was immediate and violent. Hardly a report
of oneny conbact o curred during this operation that there was not some type
ot 1ir sumport cverhead. An averags of eight to toen airstrikes per day put
Air Torce Figh-ers overhecad ncarly fifty pe eent of the t. e, Centinually
on the cubskir.s of the 1+:ediate contact area, gunship sccut teams prowled
the area, engopad encmy movement and bunkor complexes ont sere immediately
available for closc in supprort of the infantry,

For ermple, dvring thls murning of contact for B and © Corpanies, there were

Ty ©
at leset four ¢ sanlt gunship weams, each at different times, in the creo
supror’ .ng ther,  Bach team nvoraged abeut rn hour on station. Alst by ncon

UNCLASSIFIED
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trikes and beon dilovorsd in thedr uuﬂﬂurl nurlng the rare roments
reandie rortars fires were

ive alrs
i suppert wis nob ovorhosd, criillosy and ,
; e those cvwﬂy loeations.  Finol con ulty fimures vonld snow e
Sbtoatord tor cael cosualty he inflictod on the 3/187.

L1047, O Oropany reperied thet due to e-piisuine onony contact, he nﬁw
Kints rnd ol bt WIs, o MEDEVLC wos ”hqucstc o ﬁ“e
were taken oub,  THONDES 44 (1LOE) who has been shu*t_"
less sericusly wsunded

N

ffoced 0 ototal of twe
B "wur“wﬂ

wIne o B oand O Companies, -wvacu tod oight of tho
i wese Kla to tb@ upplr LZ, B Company, at ‘this time, h~d sustsin 4

e e Jire wowrkind and on o KiL for tho 4oy

at 058 howre: B wos ot 1032594
in a deermined “Gules vin
ipeorate move townrd uhc h

cooenies sent in loeo e
+ M"_‘” 9. The onémy was f3¢
WO TadAos continued thelr O
: o corning D Company had reconneitored to the northeast and then s’
©oee eod southeast towsrd Hill 937, At 1227 hours, the 3¢ and 2¢ piotens

© et ceved through a stroom bed ot YO327689 wnd begun the wove up the
o owerd HiID 937, The tet platoon had boen covering thie strenn crosain

‘ - W
.o they woved cut, worter and RPGTs wounoo ceven, twn geriousiy.  hoe
: 1w Commander ordered the Tat piatoocn to move the wounded down inve Uhc

Leorir bod, of pare o PZoond sceure the area,  He took the Compary (=)
D the oridge Bo soarch for the suspected wneovy pesition, By 1330, MEUREVALC C
opes tod in, bui tho P4 was not ready ond he deporied to refucl. Meanwhile

e 3<“) ny{~) pushed further on the ridice and the tst plrtesn centimw

G
ing the PZ. ARA suprorted D Compony as 1t moved up the hill,

AR abes Rk

L1340 MEDEVAC @27 retuencd nnd, since the D Compony P2 owas stbilh net reocy,
0

Cowos turned over o B "mp”nv whe has been in continuing contact all doy

Lo
~r ond nad new sugtodincd mero bthon ten WIa,
0 hours, D Company{-) had reccnneitured approxirately three hun
Sters soubheast up the ridse and wero in the vieinity of 10325987

APV RY)

v 450 moTe

L 1510, unknewn to Battation Feodguartoers, b Duxuu 627, rcturned once re
D Compony Comennder directed hin to the lz L Few wimtes loter the
~mpany Corvonder reported to the Battalion Cormander that the MEDEVAC had
oon hit by BPG and has ercshed,  The 1st Platoon Sergeant, later deserihing
hut bhad hapnoncd, sadld that the ship had beon hovering for & rwinudc or

1 drovped the buosket whon it tock a direct hit from the RrG, He
Latod P’L the fire, only one RPG round, cone from o ridze te the porth,
> straists down on the tst Platoon Cormund Grouvp.  Five men wore
crovrer and s fron D Compony) oad hirec were injured {onc

N

twemon froc D Company) ns o dirced rosvli

. T S, . 3 AL
vy ogsericusly and b

o .- . o (N SN o~y 4 . E H
: corpany o stord rovine the vouanloed ~ack
g credored A Copprny fo osond o platoon dovn to aosist
IR o 7 'Y

A \ PR - . - ~ N
. - “n N i e - :
N
vy
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N b i
Porvrrae oo wWTony Gory-and e e, firmo® oh ituntion apd by ecse Loy fioois
[N P Naw = v e e . 4 R . - e et 4 P
e ™ N S e tondored hag 3‘&;0~;."t to the béi. ,‘th 1on Crorvannoer. e o
e ericossor e U buened anoowne Lo boR ol Toos, B e mopeet L it

v e v W Ty we sttt enrrying he L oanood cub. ™o ineontion wes
Pt thl WIAte out Mrst and retorn the £ Ylewins day for the ded

S e, who Do Fleesen, L Coomuny, vo¢ finke us with o Cooueny, At

AT e wre - ™ (e | .. , . ; - PO ,
S5 s, owe ity Do Compeny Comtnder onlicd o suy thot one ceriw mon
Ve Cws oo bady injured and that this olownad s severont, ko occemes 04
STy T ﬁhu night oad wovin, to the swprv L4 carly she nex. rerTring.

o 1
-~ 4
Sieoattooton Comander Q‘pY“Vud this; 1 surve o sher to roke the woundod

Qo :fvxt'bl; vs o possilble; and crdered the A4 Coonany Platorn 4 rodurn it

whooofconing position,

Tuenoor L th 13ta, B oard C Corprnics hod continuved - neuvering

* 4Ty
~ 1 P D
e R0 1§37 attonpting to gein o foverable poeiticn Pﬂr o rajor ”ftack
o nthe T owas vot an eagy task,  Both woits maintained conthct threaes -
ot o trorneen, D Corpani's c’t et with the cenony ecaoed at 17”‘ Rt

S recelven mertars and small ares ne lite ms 1935 hours and, c thouch
oy breale oontact ot 1947 hivurs, C Compony contiomved chsorve roves ot
Coonmmsc) nvountil 2000 hours.,

e tetn D the dayle uctions the Zottalion had sufferod thirg-thres
cun L and 4 KA It was not untdl the next day, when ihe batialion

TenoeenBed the onemy buniior ¢ mplex, thet thoy were te confirm th. oo
cariicted on the wneny.  Undoubteddy it was even grgotor than ~emerton,  conee
ad,

By
}
I

.
oo eneny hed all pnight to retricve his deod and

At 2009 Tovrs, A Company's 3d »latesn reternoed te the hlocking position

At 2040 fours, D Companv sighted roving lihts SCVO. A hundred »mctors oo his
1 the

roethe Areill vy was called in on thoe nree ad the 11 hte disgsappenred,
Opocky entooon ataidlon ot this ti ¢ and werked vatil 23174 hoors,

127 MDPe for the nli~ht of 13/14 oy wora: & Company, Drtacdacn

variers and Merdars ot YO320989:3 Conpony at YC32/903; o Comneav 9
315 and D Company at Y0323989,

e now fully realized that the NVA wore »racznt in cunside-ablc
ST vicinity of Hill 937 and the blocking pozition occusied b
Lo Hoodguarters,

e oeeert postore for the Headquarters, Movtors and & Corutiy wes 1009

mtal 2ébu”hour3; 50% until 0300 hours; and 100% arain wntil 25L0 -~ouis,
i nased for a atriet STAND-TC at 0500 hours. At that EKéur

netractions wer
wvery ranoand officer ~on the bloeking rosition was to be in a fiqh%iwg
cdtiong novhar wooen thedlr wenpens; and every rndio on the ohiclhea obo

tbareg and STLAED-TO criteric were maiinta. aca
D=T® was hold dally at 0500 hours ana 1900

Ao neb, AN

e urhout ino

ey ey b 3 t - Ty e y o) S - Fad
1Y s, oont resth periods during the Jay sustained the alorin. s« of
ho trevs,

1 - »

Dord wom oo ~ vioourings tho
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APACHE SNCW (3/187 Operations). UNCLASS!
At 0630 hovo, on 14 May the 2d platcon of A Company returned to D vompany's

NDP to carry the wounded back to the upper LZ,

The AF F4C, n il voice a2nd part of the doily scene reported on
station at 0646 hours, and began the first of thirtcen airstrikes spaced
througicut the day.

The AF PAC, nnw 2 famil

=
o

The 14+h .i Mey should be considered the first concentrated attempt by the
3d Batielion, 187th to scize Hill 937. The plan was for D Company to attack
irem the rorth, after they had evacuated their wounded and recovered the
Acnd from +the crashod helicopter. B Company would attack from the west

sud O Compeny alse from the west but on & finger 150 moters south of B
roeny.  J 11 companies would be supported by an artillery prep.

it 0756 hcurs, as C Company began his deliberate move toward Hill 937. He
covorted  ovement to his west and south., Reacting to all such reports,

o Bottesion Commander continually instructed his company commanders to
mome gorehody toward the suspected enemy location, to watch the friendly
fisnks, *o use maximum reconnaissance by fire, to employ the 90mm ond te
kecn moving and stay spread out, The Battalion Commander kept airstrikes,
munships, artillery end mortars striking the enery, ALl fires werc brought
inc . closely as possible without causing friendly casualties, Units ident-
27304 their —ositions with smoke and the Battalion Commander insisted that
vemging round s be fired by artillery and mortars on first rounde end after

S LA

onch subpsbantial change in dota,

At 0210 hours, B Company, moving east to the north of C Company, reported
roceiving one RPG and light AK-47 fire and at 0832 horrs, he reported
recoiving ndditionel RPG and smnll arms as well as mortar fire,

At 083 Laurs, C Company reported that he was moving into a bunker conplex
on the ailitary crest of the ridge and that he was running into small arms,
RPG's hand grenades, and claymores emmloyed by enemy troops from the top
of the ridge,

At 0902 hours, B Compeny reported that two of his platoons were in contact,

4t 0903 hours, C Compnny rcported that his 3d Plateon hid slmost reachcd uhe
top of the hill but was meebing extremely hoavy resistance,

At 0931 hours, B Company roported that he had his lead platoon on ton off
the ridge and that they were receiving extremely heavy fire. &t this

time C Compeny reported movement and enemy fires from around his position,
and he reported that he would have to null back, The Battalion Cormnmander
approved and, in order not to expose B Company's southern flank, he ordered
then to pull back algo. B Corpany meanwhile reported discovering another
bunker complex guarded by strands of claymoros, booby traps and command
detonated nines, In addition he reported rany cnemy bediss in the ar:a

of contact. :

At 1200 hours the Battelion Comrander renorted to the Drigade 83 that he este
i thore were at least two companies to 2 battalicn of enemy on Hill 937,

> blecd, picces of bedies, ond.eonemy.deadosbut that he wonld
N h o e g . H
to zive an ecewrate figure on ehomy KIAFaES i
/’t{/‘ - ?: 0
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=\, . Vel B . . — T < - Np.
Sueres the vocth of the day, Band 0 L.Ly‘n. 8 ﬁcu&t(d WOUNG Gy D000

-~ =87 e’ ~ oy SR B [ L. - . -
Lnu LY ona rrepared ror hao sight,  Sooraic erveulers with tre o 7
gora tomeotet tn b vieanily ot dre doves L7 o wrien the coaman oL sliod
{ S ) ~ v ramgey ] e - . - £ e, TR e e e I
i rer pieoturce of clmmaltice and reports of cvmare A8 Te geia oot T T

Fatiali a Cummander duviag the e ftirncon, 3 Corphay roporied Rig s noil
at €5 and O Company at 70, Thoy had swartcd (he oncves log with 70 ano

1,5 recveetively, The CC ordercd tﬁbw.tu u}bq%1l A MOF's dn the viedaity
ey Lhe Sewer Lédand inforned ther: that & Cemany would relicve C Compan:
0 whe “5th, He also sent a plateen of B Company te G Compary's leecation

(
1o ageins ith the wounded,

at T2an rs, the 34 Brigade Cormpnder Iren Raven, vieited ths 2,007,
o stoyed for ahort thﬁrﬁy mlawtes, talled with coms of the treops ane tron

deprrted,

Lovdng this day of fierce fighting by B 2nd C Cempanies, D Company had
roar rasonnoitering the area surrounding the dewnzd helicopter,

"o 2¢ Tlatoon of A Company, arrived at 071/, secured the -revious day'
,th;aed, 'nd carried them »ack te the upper Y4,

T ommany's st Platoon vas sent tack te the erash site tc obtain the [ive
pedios 1aft there overnight, The <d Platron reconncitered the ridge just

werth of the erash site., The 34 Plalcon covered the trails in the vicinity
aE g, NDP,

toon had moved te the crash site, sccured the bedies and was

the uprer L2 by 1400 hours, There had heen no sign of the eneny:
ir return, an RYG attock wounded four, Nene was serious, however,
toon contimied with its evacuntion mission,

Mat

arrogt Lo
the

f

R « o) o Y
Angoune

At 1670 hevrs, D Cempany Commnder informed the Battalion Gormnnder thnd
the 1st Platoon weuld not reach the upper L2 by dark and that he .2 muven

5

nstructicns to press on until 1830 hours 1 vhich tlmc they wors o

them 1
drep the bedies and return to the company ND)

£

~

4

In n2ddition to the 1ot Flatoon's wounded, the 3d Flatcon had sustained six
I'Xr- - f‘L [ f\.k G’

1012 hours the 1/506 sent in NDP's which vliced them aprroximtely 2 K's

“: the southwest of the 3/137, Un the evening of the 14th of My the 3/127
w2e dispesed as follows: A Fomvarv Brttnlion Head-uarters and Mortars a%b
/03200893 B Company(-) at YC& 1,99? mtb 24 Platoon ambush at YC32,981 ang

he 2d dni 34 & ‘il son ambush 2% 703239225 € Company at YC324952; D Fﬂ"pﬂrw( )
Y0323090 with twe amhushes at Y0323989 and YO323988. The intenticn fov

foad
'SJ

B + L oS
14 Moy s to afttoe’s HiZL 937 cgain before the enery could bring in rein~
roreererts, A Compiny was bto relieve C Company on B's scuthern flank, but

vae be attoek more from the scuth than C Company hhd.  Since B Cempany nearly
hed the tor of the hill en the 14th, they were to attack agrin essentindly
; o the lirmited Avenuee of “yv“oach to Hill o3, O Clone
: CP cn_1¥1 the Brtinlion Headerariors
C“t%@»ut wie to continue ornacking
2 he meve heorard Hill O”” frem the scuthaest
wserre and enewy reinforclng atfempbo “hro

?“ /\ "'\ "*l‘{“ e {n ) ) R e R v-u-nj.-»«
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"he §ith of May was the seco.d atitempt at Fill 937,

i1r 37, the AF FAC, remorted on station at 0635 hours, with the firet i tza
ratrikes to be placed on the hill, )
] o morning, G and A Companies completed their exchange of positlons i.o.
> Cospary 2ssuning the blocking position on the hill with the Battalina
1za gawriore, mortars and £ Company in the attack position scuth of B
Jompanv. At approximately 1200 hours, the companies began the move toward
‘111 ©37. The first contact reported was fron B Company at 1316 hours,
memy claymeres and command detonated mines caused several US casualties.
t this same time A Company, though net in contact, reported that the eremy
.+ movine elements between him and B Company. The Battalion Commander
oo nated the firss of the two companies and gunships into the draw betwmen
we ond instructed them to kecp abreast of one another as they moved
‘ovwer 1, The enery was employing claymores, RPG's, MG's and mortars, in -
Jiition to small arms and spipers. B Company reported that the enemy was
rell dug in and camouflaged and that the US troops reccived the greates?
olume of fire when they were up and attemping tc move, indinating the excellent
waining of the enemy., Both elements, however, continued to make steady
cogress u» the hill, using maxirum reconnaissance by fire, employing the
071 cannister round, ard creeping mortars and artillery to their front and

. -
Jan s,

i 1230 hours, both companies were about 150 meters from the top of the hill
v esel had sustained no more than o dozen wounded. At 1400 hours,

oevar, the ARA onece again shot up a friendly unit., This time it was b

o wrte conmrand group and resulted in 2 US KIA's and 14 WIA's, Included ir
hy fourteen weunded were the Company Com ander, the FO, RTO's and ist

1 of cato ek I

+ 1359 hours, the Battalion Headquarters area received the first of feur
PG rounds spaced abcut twenty minutes between each, Eight persons from

he headguarters and five from C Company were wounded, Included were tne
attolion Commander and the $S3; neither was evacueted at the time.

y 1416 hours, the B Company wounded were being carried back to the lower
7 and ancther captain (planned to replace the S2) had token comrand of

- Company,

t 1500 hours A Company re-orted he was about 75 meters from the hill top cf
37, B Company was ocut of radio contact due to the unfortunate strike on
ts command group, At 1512 hours, & Company reported movement arcund hin.

+ 1517 hours, the Battalion Commander briefed Brigade on the sl tuntion,
o explained to Briga’e that he doubted B Company could reach the top wieh
+5 command group knocked out, The new B Company Corrander had just togcen

vor 714 had requested that he be allowed to pull back and sort on’ what he
4

7. fra Battalion Commans felt thet A Company might make it withoot B, Tl

Sod. LioTs

2 i not wan® to mut a single, below strength company on the hill alere,

TCr 1ad $hat the twe commenies ~ull back te their NDPCs of the nrosiong
Fad
soe and = the 4ir Force continue to bomb the hill, This woe avyrorel Uy

N AT

A AN L
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Goteer s, e 4 DomTLy wes urawiny Dask for the adreuriioz, Loy roncilod
L. ke emomy oyas counter foackiag Zowa skhes ridpee o thedr eoult Do
kvt Lu Plark them,  Tho TetdnTion Oowmarder wolid £ 0 vl pan £ dnto
fe owTos ALe BOoproteets nls rear, Crviilery and portno Tirez were oalthod
ooyt e close to thr company., it 1531 hamve, o Lonparn” repertesa hacl
T
;

ov glement wag in conteet and 2% 1537 hoves informed thnt he hod one U
°

£ Te
10 oAane & oo T OWIATg, A A0 hours, 4 ond B Comunay linted up at the Lovies

o 1700 ﬁourp, A Compeny reported totel casunlities for the day at 1 LT4 nd

15 Wiirgy B uoﬂpanv had 2 KIA's and 19 Wik's all but five of B Cempany’s

(i.'s wero noused by the ARA ship., The magnitude of this m1qhqp could not
¢ Tuiy appr @c1atod at the time. On this duy, sustaining noderate camzivdes,
vy 3eid7%h kad nearly attained the top of the hill only o have the nonorion

> ne coordinated attack interrupted by the ARA strike on B Companyle

M
e s saetion,  Three daye later che 3-187*%h was to suffer its 2¢ vomet

et qﬁtics 1n its third attempt to teke the chjiective. EHven tndugn the
né night on the 16th and 17th by air, artillery =07
woean only agsume {rom the feoroeity of the fishting on the 7&6%h,

' ,

j e

w1 to that on the 15th, that the eremy muct have re inforced consider-

mp requested for 2000 hours, and throughont the ni-ht
1L 9%/ and weat of the headuunrters loenticn Sowuid the

>

. (. e
1 1520 heurs Spooky
@ heemoloyod ou Ml

aotion merdsr,

~ots heurg 211 the casunliies had been evacuated, At 2126 hours
» a 2 . 3 * -~ .
S roperhort hla etronpth as 65, A Gompany ¢bill hod approxmimitely 100

ions for 75 May were: A and B Companiss 5o cvher
G Company, Baitalion ! eadqzar,cLs, and nordars
~n at TC32098C0 with 1ot platoon 4 Cvmru*" CmbldLLﬂp

¥632i983 wos just n“rnheauu of the blcciing
zo anvdsh 00 meters ho the north of Sho FUf,

Javarsl firebpalls vere planned at odd tires throurh the night.

250 h”uhud Sriende eallad to cundirm rians for a cocrdinatzd two pattelicon
ing gas &Go) to ve corduchsd on the 16%th, The concsnt was ihab
4

af 5/127 would move toward Dong Ap %2 to e position from which

ARSI bl 3 p 5

shey could evert pressure con the enecmy Jnd suprcrt by fire from the wast vhale
the 17305 mode ite assault from the southuvest,  The scheme never hnd o rhonoe
Cor the 16ih, beranse the 1-506 wus Lo for fron the hill.

atecled wor2men’ on the parimctor and empinire:
Al f33£ hours, Flolie
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‘5 tie vma in oo larse dpawv off the westein ecye of Lus

Mhe nevepent ot fal

e A iy +
Soeinesie, At 2370 ncurs, teese oo forr oenary gronedes, CT 2CLPANLILE ¢t uiive
¢ sjcoe, tere heaclsd of the perimeler,  lhe U8 froups responded with no:e

PRSIV RGN
121 poenades, 4t 2400 hours tre.ps were ordered to ~cntinue  the (U7 Ale’,
Dir o wonehes 1o ter nore novemens ms reporbed and ant Q0% hours BCVEYEL 11003
sunl. entshe T ochorees or crenides were whrown towsrd the pevimeter, Lol
2402 fast short and thorve were no US casusliies, The 82 called Bricace =iC
e meshel t0 k2ep Spocky on station throurhovt the Light, A% 0130 hev-e ae
ssimeter roceived sporacdic small arms fire. The Battalion Courmander

stmcted the line to put acme M-79 fire in the suspected locations whicn

w4 wors couth and west of the nerimeter. He then asked Brigade to ineric-<e
. vme of his H&I fires and to five his defensive targets. He olso

ey G

sacho sizad the need for Spocky or AR,

., " hours, Shadow (C119) with 2 searchlight fire guide capabllity ard

s e similar to Speoky reported on station, The artillery und riox tars
rs caecred and Shadow went to work. 4t 0240 hours, Hawk 19, a 1ight tir
ora of Uobras, checked in and went to work in copjuction with Shadow.

“her o, who by now was oriented and pleeirng accurate and close fires to the
onsh and west, merely kept his light -n and Hawk 79 wept in under Liiv to
i tre tarzet area.

hile the two were working C Company reported more enemy satchels, MG fire
oo planed into the draw to the west, ~fter a scldier reported sceins tue g

»
Be1S TN SIS (WA

‘% 0400 hours, Shadow left statien {(Hawk 19 had already departed) and
o wrvillery anl morThors resumed vatil CA25 hours, when Spocky re orted iv

a»" veant o work,

P

i lote as 0510 hours, C Company continued to report movenent, Evidentl:,

' , L] i . 0 ‘n

£ -2« enery had planncd an attempt at the perineter, he decided against it

a condron’ed by the alert response of the troops to his movement and the
€x

A -
fia e o
o riauons mix of air and indirect fire suprort. 1st ligh® check revealed

X1

’ . B A
san DUICTTY O LLA,

UNCLASGIFIED
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R IO S A ‘4&3' b bo A T‘T .
Sk /e bge atiors),

Le T3 hosre, Geador €,

&t
g
L7 .l.LP.)uu.

Cry 1o merning of the 10th, B and O
B Compai.: retnrned b the uprer I7 b
2210 of ok pe~imetcr., 2 lompany,

e lower L7,

A1 7115 hours, the Batinl on was int
Tht it reported two companics iu liwht corntact.
NDP's and,
¢ a0 o was pestponed until the 17th,

11 gres3 Pad been made from his

Ws'io o two companies select.d to make ths nex’ ati.ch, D ond A
wo e raiing preparstions, the Battalion Corrandex Contlnued to direct

A.,

ad;atrikoes and artillery on the objective,

mnpineer s anoru erntinuad to ageist “he Battalion in eularging the uprer
tlowing ¢ 360 degree clec rance for the rortars and generally improviig tne
del in-e; of the blocking ros . tion.

At 1472 wours, the 24th (or)a Commander —7isited the Rakkasans

for abcub an hour.

sheTe WAre 1 si’nitieans coni2ets on the 16th,
weret A Company at YO©219(5 with 4 LP's; 3 Coﬁﬂany % ¥0320939 viln
Lrouvbos; C Company at ¥C320989 with 1 platoon arbush; D Company at YT321946

with 1 pintcon ambush,

Toelva skyspots were clearsw ir the vieinity of “he Battalion mednly -co

we st alorg “he border.

UNGCLASSIFIED

fsgmi 3080} 4o Afnfr %rtlor Rerort,

U T e -
AL, Tep
vege ~8 Lne Peadoeartess eciudn o
un“r(ﬂ "o be the mest Lt of soenr

PA )

anry exnlosloae

cxrvange posﬁtiﬁ”s wrl
o ﬂoqltan an
a corplete reauley)

R C)
i :&:‘TJ

>rred of the locationas for
Very littie £
consequently, the coord*na\en

“he unit lcee
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APPENDL} 8 (17 May%ﬁ}g)ArYT 7 [Exesution] o ATTET ReTTon e
SNOW (3/187 Operatfong):” g | -
? UNCLASSIFIED

The night nassed quietly w.u¢r no enemy con act, Lights were observed on
HilZ ©37 and artillery cnd rorters were adjusted on them.

ol 18

At 085D hours, the Battalicn Heacgus-ters received locations for the
A C.anony o4 Battalion Hehoauar+o”s at ¥C3260069; B Company o* YC219%
and $ Compeny at 0327945,

/505:
3:

-
!
o
!

T.o 17505 had gained ab-ut 300 meters from the previous day's position,
tav they wvere still too far avny tc be considered in any imrediate plan
for o ecordinated attack with the 3/187+h,

4 2910 hours, Bilk 35, the AF FiC, reyorted on station with Iighters

ce rying 1000 pound fuze delay bumbs. With im in the aireraft was a 3/94/7th
(i who bad been up the hill, It was hoped that he could point owtb

ve e FAC the procise locations on the hill t at the eneny was concentrating
i e wnses,

i* X038 hours, the Battalion Commander's callsign (BlackJack) was transmitted
4nt repented on the battalion net. The voice was obviously that of 2
Vietnanese, It was assumed to be the enery and Brigade wos

notified,

&% 1024 hours, Brigade conducted an artillery S test fire on Hill 937,

L “055 nours, as the third airstrike of *he day began, A Company Commander
v_jorted that he daw an enemy body tossed into the air. From the Battalion
uu”dquarters location, one conld observe alsgo what appeared to be bodies

susnended from trecs,

it 1220 hours, locations for the 1/506 showed that their two lead companics
had only progressed a hundred meters since their 0850 hours report,

Throughout the day newsmen arrived on the scenel

At 1300 hours, the Battalion S3 asked for a report on the progress of the 1/500,
Brigade informed him that they were in egsen 1tially the same locatious and that
their A Company was running into stiff resistance from enemy in bunkers,

Once again the ecordinated attack was postponed, pending forward progress

by the 1/506,

Mcanwhile the 3/187 stored extra amrunition, to include coneussion and CS

g“nqqﬂeg at the lower L2, Additic-al flak jackets were distributed to the
-mpenies distined to moke the attaek on the 1Bth, Defenses at the blocking
\os¢tle were improved and RIF's were sent out to the west, northwest and north

wring the afternocon, 4 and D Cempany Com .arde*s, with a platoon each,
r*ﬂﬁ,uo$torff f:rward ki1¢ in ~rder %c determine a position ”rcm

rt he irpending attack by the 1/506. 1t wes

hat +hc wenld “Wﬁ“jy have tc meve up the hill
axort any aonreciable pressurs on the

* FATRp 3 - ~aa 1 A
2T Dhoy eoult © T T

Ly

Ak [ :“
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Both platoons roiurned before derk and at 1730 hours D Ccmpany Comander
xeported hearing o burst of AXA7 fire that was apparently shet up in th2 eir.
Ho wroommel thet S0 wian an cacny CF alert signal.

L% 150 hourg, the Datiali-n Hewdguaoters reenived lhreo or four enenv

- R LN R, Ty ey sy = i ; - 4 I . -
res -2t 107 londad abent thies fundred nelevs wovihwest of the peri wr eI,
Wowerel. cnt thors w20t o onlvadtiosn, e

4 2020 Liure, the Brigmds $2 informad the Pattalion 82 that the encwy

coeun, one V12T 937 vere fuon The Yoth JVE Beogirert,
1 KDP'e inp the 3/1€7 wercs essentially the seme as they had been on the
it Arbach end LP lecaticns, of course, were varled some,

;s hs bonrg, MDEYs were reccived for ine 1 /506 which showed thon to be
I"C‘

Pt oware ot 1200 hours.

~

83, =fter confcrring with the fettalicon

wiosh thae knowledge, tne Battolio
o order, called Brigade and made = strong reco mendation that on the

n

e
onoaiag day the 3/187 not aitempt to go in alone again should the 1/506
I show nore nrogross, 1t was agceed thut the mission for the to 2,/187
comanics wags Vo support, by fire, as ine 1/506 ea%tacked from the scuthwest,
Th: Zohtalion S3 explained that when the order was given to move, A and D
Comnies would nove forward to make contact and continue to move forward until
they v.rc exerting pressure on the enemy's defenses, They weuld attenpt to
not heoome decisively engaged until the 4,/506 was in position and ready to g0
oo the 2101,
A4, 230 hours, Spocky 12 arrdved and e vas dircoted ugalnet HIZ1 957 and
"vo ridge ronning woest fivm the bincking mositlen to the border,

he "'3.,:1

UNCLASSIFIED
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Another Spocky came on staticn at 0453 hours, and worked mntil 0538 hovra,
Tho ndoht was unevertinl, however.

% QL0 hovrs, Bilk 14 an AF FAC, rerorted on shation,
At {757 hours, asseult 27, a holicopfcr scov* teorm, reported fresh tracks

T »u,t cppenTed \ﬁ e o recently dug rreave two kndometars to the northvest
of *he blcaking ponition in fhe ares that Spoolky hind bLeen firing the pash few

niel |

(SRS

4 Cormony revorted at 0015 bours, that they had departed their WIT and vere
moving oo thein attack pogitlior,

~ = informnd +the Battalion Comrander of the sequence of events for the

Bri
cbtove
“ot .o wiow to D830 hours, alrstrikes in suprert of each battalion. '
D7 e }U %o 0903 hours, artilliery register on the hiil,
3 o 00C5 heurs, ortiilery CS prep.

At - USCJ to 0927 hourg, regular artillewy prep.
Sl D005 hours, wrocns nove out,

The schedule was a flexible cne cnd was irmediately slipped,~ The airstrikes
were pmb in for the 3/167th, finishing at 0914 hours. The artillery regis-
byt on bopan at 0915 hours, and lested abeut 20 minutes. The first rounds
of C& warc on The geound ot 0940 hours. The CS round accuracy was poor,
hovavar, and rest of them lanied in the vieinity of A Ocmpany loeatod in an

attnck position thr e to four hundred retors scuthwest of wche registration
arer, This wag not the catestrophe one might think. The gas prep was srarse
and would probably have had 1ittle effect on the enemy ewen if it had buen
ot, The dny was bright end clear and there was a8 gentle brecze of 4

on o oTrE
tnots from the southwest, oo the sas didntt linper,

tC‘ A

At 0555 hours, Brigede inforred that the CS prep would be contimied dispensing
the eos from efirerafv.

LAY

At 0957 houvs, A Company rencried receiving BPG's and small arnms fire from
the gouthviesth, .
Shortly after TPOO hours, the ADC, Havkeyc, nmade the deciﬂl nto eurtail the
bothe aridillesw prens 1v began ot 1010 h,mr Tz
f*’ﬂ Yor ©iftecn M13Ltﬁq with the ;ugt rounds cn the sronnd
thig tirme D and 4 Coupandes had moved to within 200 nohers
of bhe hidltep, D Comrany had repertod lipht contaet and 4 COMpMny nad
Ddire o
-

been focaeiving fire on Hiq rirht 0ank from tdO newiaern gide of “n. r
i 5 e

hig s the ridee thot 3 Scrpany 1/505 was suposed o Lo
/‘vO’ ware too fur away to Le of o

1 2 LOH, instraetcd o JommanT
was *1, in ordzsr to rel

Cown in the Aoy

LIV I QU G
T R TR T -~
oy relorn OF Lre




A+ 1058 hours, D Company re orted that he was 150 to 200 meters from the
top, and was maintaining a heavy volume of fire on the enemy in suprort of
he 1/506 but the volume of enery fire was insreasing.

At 1059 hours, the f~llowing locations for 1/506 were rece ved: A and G,
with the Headquarters, were at YC328668, one hundred meters back from their
last forward most plat; B Company 1/506 was at ¥0320973, a gain of a hundred
metors but still o kilometer from & Company 3/187tn. Included with thie
raport of their locations wes the message that they werc receiving small

armg and RiGle but wers making gond progress.

At 1103 hours, D Company reported seeing NVA "all around him® and that he

wag "sheoting them up", A Company rep-rted at 1104 hours, that his lead
eleront hod yet to make hard contact. At 1105 hours, D Company Corrander
rersonnally confirmed twe NVA dead. At 1128 hours, however, D Cormpany reported
roceiving ¢ heavy volune of small arms and automatic weapons fire, REG's

~nd claymores and thet he was taking heavy casuaslties. Most of the fire

wis eoning from the trees on the northern edge of the bombed out area on the
hilltop and from bunkers to his front.

At 1137 lLecurs, & Company reperted being about 75 meters from the top nnd
firin in suprort of 1/506.

The following report came from the 1/506 at 1141 hours: B-1/506 lad
noved cnly 100 meters and is receiving fire from all sides - mortars, small
arms nnd RPG; 4 Company 1/506 is alsc in centact,

4t 1142 hours, D Company Cormmander reported that he was hit bad ond was
tmrming over corrand to his 24 Platoon Leader. Bventually, all of D
Corpanyts officers were wounded. _

At 1150 hours, both companies were receiving a heavy barrage of 60 and 82rm
nmorter fires. The Battalion Cormander ealled for artillery on the suspected
sites, which were cn the eastern side of Hill 937, and alse requested an
airstrike ~n that area. ' '

By 1151 hours, 4 CUompany reported incoming small arms and RPG and re orted
“at his 1st platocn leader had been hit.

At 1158 hours, Dilk 35 the AF FAC, who had put so many strikes on te Deng
Ap Bin, reported in and anncinced thzt he would have some fighters
cverhead in about 15 ninutes.

At 1130 heurs, C Company departed the Lower LZ to carry ammunition up %o
D Cormpany ancd alsc ?0 oarry baek casualties to the lower LZ, C Cecmmany also
128 o be prepared misslon to pass thriugh D Company and take up the a*tack cn

(rI"C’.".‘T‘.
4% 1201 hours, A Company reported havinr § to 6 seriously wounded.

A% 1202 hours, C Company wes receivin~ automatic weapcns fire and re orted
4net he wot oo platoon leader hit, At 1206 hours, C Company reported thes

BN
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ko wia vinned down and reeeiving RPG and mortar fire, The Battalion Commnnder,
ehove in o I0H, ordered him %o spread his nien out, get meving and got
tho crramition up to D Compeng,

The majority of the fire on Company C wos coming fron the southern edge of a
ridpre monpine northwest off the hill, The Batrelion Cormander adusted the
ereers into the area and called for more criiliery into the sare place,

At 1213 bonrs, hdssault 26 o (LFT) put a gtrike fnio the aren from which .

7 P :
Compary was receiving nmost of its fire; about threo hundred metors fron ais
position on an asi=ukh of 200 degrees,

At 1214 heurs D31k 34, FAC, wos overhead with fighters.

The 3attalicn Comvander tcld hinm to hold fast; nct try to

move forward; and that O Compeny was on the way up to reinforee him, 0 rosupply
w0, and wssist with his casunlties, Iy this time, 3 Company, too; had 2
atcon sarrying armunition o ihe lower L2, Iy was 2lso to assish with

&L

D Crrpany reported again at 1218 hours, that he was receiving o heavy

PR, . ] o
voluue of L5,

l/}'

Lhe geeuvity of that area and help with the evacuction of the wonnded.

it 1229 howrs, while the platoon was enroute, the ARA unknown to be in the

arcn agtin shotup the friendlies. One ran wag killed and four men wouxdad from‘\
13

O o R

3 Gerpary rlatoon. At this point, the Battalion Cormander ordered the ARA o
out ¢©F ais aref. . 0 ouE

Meenwrile, G Company enroute to D Company's location, reported 2 continouvs
voiure of mortars, RPG's and small srme coming ot his left flank from the north.
Fe was etill pushing toward to D Company, but the forward progress was aifficunlt,

At 1221 hours, h Company reported that he had eight WIA's and was hclding in
place. He had alrendy dispactched an armo resuprly party to the lower LZ.

At 1239 hours, the Battalion Cormander, who had landed to allow his ICH %o
refuci, was airborne agnin., He immedintely started adjucting the movears in
clcger to his companiss had the srtillery moved te make 3% mwre effectlive,
snd denended thet C Company spread cut, put out a greater volume of fire and

mve faster up to D Company's location,

At 1251 hours, bilk 35 put an airstrike into the front of A Conpany's positicn,
The ayoroach was a difficult one for the jets becansc of the dispositinn of
“riordlics, but the pilots 2id a magnificant job, This time, with the T4

-l Detialisn Cormander in the air working together, they managed to put

Lerdet

the strike prociscly where it was needed,

“Fop the next half hour the cornpanies held in position and the enemy wme hit
with 2 concontruted rix of napalm strikes, sunchips, portars and actillery,
coowell s o raxirun volupe of US small arms, MG, M-79 IAW, and O0m, 4

1271 heours © Co reported thot he hed one of his reinforeing units lirkad up

j-\
iin D Compony end thot ancther wos Tight behind with arnrunitien.,  Tne
*r

.
WL
S T N s ) . ) \ . T
Botvods Cortaoncer ordersd him o move up personally and take what rorainea

PO - RO, 2 PRSI, | b 1 . ) N E K 2 T e
ST N Concany under his eormaond, He Uregered! and ~Added that his Firot Secoant
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it 1336 howrs, the Battaljmn Commander roturned to the Headeuarters Toertion,
Tnciiﬂntallv, at the blocking positicn there wng o clearing on the scul b8t
gide of the aill £~-m which e entire 3/187 effort could be cbserved. Though
not *qg came 28 bewng in a LOH, it was & pood round observation and control

K
1);) E: 1wl OQ

At 1350 hours A Company, who bty ncw had effocted his armunition resupply,
reperted thit he wis still roceiving RPG's, mortars and small arms, At 1357

s, tho Brignde 83 informed the Battalion Gommander that A/2/506 weuld arrive
7 in the olternocon to reinforec the 3/187.

1” e

T Bntt@*ion 93 ken a continual check on the progress of the 1/506, hoping
for sone progress ia the’ Cirection to take the rressurs off the units of Lhe

D

3/197, Thronshout the dmr, however, the 1/506 forward progress was slow,
N FI'/iOV fad madw a heavy cointact and had moved off the ridge to the

Lout st of 473, 07 2nd had gone east to join the main body of the 1/506.
Thir oeticn was unknown to the 3/187,

With casunlties begimning to mount, assistonce from the 1/506 not fortnconin

and, wadddng to the difficult v, Q torront of rain falling, the Bawntalion Joti-
1oy rocommended to Dripnde thet he once more pull brek the 3/187 to avoid

S¥ing anacceptsble casanlties. His recommendation was approved by the Brigade

Commender and ot 1432 heurs on the 18th the thvoc companics reported that they

AR y 11ing back. & Company wag to hold initinlly ard ~umport by fire to

th ~ﬁnt of D and ¢ Companies while they withdrew. A4ll Companie however,

C“L*Lh " to have contict with the enemy as they were pulling back, The

Gromy v:rc in trce along “he ridge to the norvh and northenst of A and ¢ Com-

erovea ond It w betueon those two and A Company. Adrstrikes, artillery

Lo ER VR o pgsl
=
e

”iliin,to the filrves of the ground troops, got the comprnies

@I T A

bock down Sae kil

At 1437 hours, the Dattalion Commander brxc;cﬂ the ADC, Howkeye on the situation

It was agreed that the o Jpony rmust be reinforcing ccnslderably from acercssg the
bord.r, is *hﬂ on@wy KIi's were wearing clean new unxfurms and steel helmets

At 1456 hours, the ?ufJullon reported from Brigade 211 pcsible air suppoert
for the night i.c. SQuOky, qunships, ARA

that the eneny, hwv1na nrceviously ﬂttsckeﬁ the 3/187th's blocking
vogliion, Bipd ’ : - thore again in order o divert ahtention from

Dong ap Bia. Even during daylight the troops manning this positlon, who were
not takin~ rost breaks, were kopt alert, OP's were manned and squad RIF'a

were sent out three o four hundred meters in 21l directions. Speradic contacts
by the headouarters and blocking unit was experienced, Included in the rea-

4 at 1455 hours, for sir suppert, was o request for increzsed MEDEIVAC's. A

.‘
3
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™

e
v
ce
ct

5
ot
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e
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7y vain was fnlling, visibility was less thon 20 neters, and the nerinern
1 was socksd in, UG WIi's wore lyving on the LZ 2nd o reoported 15 o 20

2 wore on the way. Sixty throe wers cventually evacuated.

. .. s a3 L . -~/ . PR . B E JRR O SO . .
to1eZ20 hours, U 23don Commander, /506, arriven T 3/78! Dandousrters
in oovtier ho dige Arrive ool ,‘=.Z.1‘x L Compaay in cbout one bour.
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FoA5DT Lours, the Lirst MEATV O “aperted the area.  Through breaks in the
cashery Gzs 0L fiw I0T and ar offer 1o use the Divigien Corrandor!
11 tae wrded tere ot noue od beicre dark,

-
G .‘.VCT‘V""”', a.L

t. 2555 hours, Thunder 44 IO roported that h; had evaecrated oll the ser .ouu
Dite Pror £, C, and ) Compar 'os and wag etarting te cvecuaie the Kil'g,
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Simns rained cn the target £oroap ro*‘“:to;y ten mirases, receiving rc inother
1

Tre, the crerv rortir was poos ,ﬁcd te b3 seutrelie~d, ALl eneny rourds hal
fuilen chort, and th.re wore no U3 casunlilcs,

Shocky ceme on statien at 2003 honrs, buh u o diwersd rirmtes Jater to o oo
Lotk for the 1/506 as theoy were ravorted to te in conteot with the coaery,
STt £ar the 3/187th on 1 May were: A Commany at ¥0322943, with enbrsh a®

wers

YU '953: C Company and T Compeany ”'rXC? 3¢ ?4, B Compeny and J,H/¢ £
v e neriretor et the bloeling peosition, 70320999,

Temreny occupied the northern half of the perimeter with a platoon sizn
to the north (¥03209%1), and L/2/506 occupied the southern poriinn
v i on nlatoon sixe anbush o *“L west (10318988),

Lo 2.7 hours, the Battalion Commander reminded Drigade that Spocky was no
srlkdng for the 3/187th and requested that the 1/506 keep hi- on their
©C fhe Pire coordination line (FCL) an that the 3/187th could continve
Itis fire suprort prosrar, FCL'e using the 97.8 and the 32.8 grid lines

e ioblished,

S+ w02A, the Brigade discussed the multi-battelion operatlons for the 19th
with the Dattalicon Cormander, qurnthlly thesé plans were to corrit
ro- acdnltional battalions into the Dons  Ap Bia compaign, Around noon on the

O, “he 2/501 would be combat assaulted into an LZ approximately 1500 meters
oo snet of Hill 937 and the 2/3 ARVN would be comba® assaulted into an LZ
acpenxinately 2000 meters southeast of the hill, A1l four battalions would

be 4n position by dark on the 19th and carly on the 20th they would attack the
P
2332 hours, the Dattalion Cormander inforred the companles of this plan
and reguested they confirm their strength {igures. . The following were reported:
i Compeony 833 B Company 78; C Company ”6 D Company 57; and A Company 2/506 Sg,

UNCLASSIFIED



FTORNTIY 10 (49 May) 1o ANNEY C (

. on Report, AYaGlE
Sa0W 12 /167 Operations), p—

Lfter dotd

3

3oaaow came on osratlca ot O hears and werled tne hill and border regi o,
while working just e st of the bovder, about 1500 meters to tiae west of tie

570074, he cencrbed several faiily big ceconda szplosions, This was 1o
/ I N .
somn orea in which Spooky rep rted secondaric: on o previcous night,

Cov_ovbs vent in on suspestec inllltration rownes thronghout the night.

(RS oy

e sroens on e LZ perdmeter concinued with fhe 100/30,100% aiert schclule

I (RS,

orl fired thedir fireballs.  Jhe nighi, wag quich.

Lo 15is nours, Speedy 1I, FAC, repsvried that he had a set of fighters inbound
witl "Spedke =and Nape'. ETA 0630 Vowurs, :

Ce 7 ovys, A Company Comrr. w0 cauticned that gsomeone had been pepping
ke continously siice fie FAC wostn station, A cheek was made through

Lo @ith all unite in the arca, No b dy was presen ly marking anything
Wi rurple smoke, All friendiies in the irmediate area had mrked with

-

gnoth, wat comve was using [ o,

&

Lt 0712 bo rs, Speedy IT enncnncod cnother set of fighters on station.

. bl
PO A
k4

fgsrult 24, LFT, who had beor working since 0704 ho rs, reported sighting more

1

gurple snoke on the ridge lin. 300 meters southwest of 4 Company.

Speedy finished his airetrike at 0738 hours, and left the 3/187th area to put
in o girike for i~506,

(<

Tn 19 May, there was 2 total of seven a.rstrikes put on the castern slopes an

on top of Hill 937, in suprort of the 3/187th. Also, Assault (LFT) rosmed the
: ug pL - » }

area all dey drawins the znery's fire and engaging him,

Early in the morning, C and 4 (2/707th) Company Commanders were brought up
to the Battalicn Headquarters where they met the Company Commander, Af2/506,
A11 were briefed on the plars 7o the remainder of the day and the attock on
the 20th, Each was given an aciiil VR of the objectivs, '

D Coupany wasg brought to the uny-1 LZ and L/2/506 replaced 1t at the lower LZ,

The Battalicn Commander intended that, during the day, the three companies
~vopave completely for the attack and be in their attack positions and dug in
hy n’chtfall, On the 20th, 4/2/506 was to attack up the northern face of the
»o 11 into the trecs fronm which D and C Compa des had received the majority

.f their fires on the 18th, C Company, in the niddle, was to attack on
snorally the same line of advance that they had used in reinforcing D Conmpany
an the 18th, 4 Company which had sustained only lipht casualties on the

18th, was t» take the southern flank but attenpt to keep its forces

srofected Trem the anticipated enery fire from the southwest,

b « ES e . . ] 1 ~ PR e b \ -t
71 lurs were ho rove ¢cliberately; byposs aothing; end take oubt all
eyl e ES . PR, |

asistance to the flanks,
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APPENDIX 10 Con't (e

The rest of th2 moraing was usel to stockpile ammunition at the lower LZ;
chck cvery man going into the attack for a flak jacket; and generally equip
and prenare for the irpending agssault on Hill 937,

At 0925 hours, the DBrigade S3 informed the Battalion Cormandcr that the 2/501
bed o helicopter eragh (not =g a result of enemy action) on it's PZ and to
hold off noving 3/187th elements, Actually, the 3/187th units had more than
cnourh tire to meet whatever plan that evolved., The distances to the three
units?! att.ck positions were not more than an hour for C and A Company and
anly elishtly longer for A7/2-506, :

It -ms already apparen thet even with the whole day at thelr disposal some
of the cther battalions might not be at their nssigned LD's by dark.

For tha roops of the 3/187th and attached A4/2-506, the 19th was a tire to rel

set jv st as they wanted for the attack.

The Rok¥nsan mortarmen, however, guided by the Battalion Cormander, who was
sometines at their ground position and semetives in a LOH, spent the whole

day firing into suspected cnemy locztions and cbtaining data for specific
points on the hill that weuld be fired as the eompanies moved forward the
followine day, From their two tubes they fired more than three hundred reunds
of 8irm on the 18th and again on the 20th; plus another 7C=80 WP each day,

At 1050 hours, D Company reported seeing one NVA body fly through the air

due to =n air strike on hill 937. fnother body could be seen hanging from «
tree, Dy this tire the formerly triple-canopied top of Dong Ap Bia was bald
and with eseh airstrike and each arty prep the canopy peeled back more exposing
the shells of bunkers destreyed by the pounding.

4% 1155 hours the Brigade 83 informed the Battalion Cormander that the artilley
prep for the 2/3 ARVN L2 would begin at 1230 hours and c-ntinue for 15 rinutes,
He confirmed the LZ location ag Y0341976, The 2/3 ARVN would assault with 550
troops. Upon the completion of their assanlt, the 2/501, with 500 tro-rs,

wo 1d be inserted at Y(0333991,

At 1238 howvrs, A Company 2/506,fwhile noneuvering into their attack position,
reported engaging a sniper in a tree in the vieinity of YC322985,

At 1306 hours, the Battalion Commander instructed B Company %0 RIF about
1000 meters tc the west and at 1345 hours, two patrols departed.

¥rom 1416 howrs until 1521 hours, the Battalion Comrander was airborne in a
1OH, flying low over Hill 937 to get a good look at enemy positions and to
renss the offects of the US fires on then,

4t 1421 hours, the Driga e reported that the 2/3 ARVN would complete their

Ch into the LZ at Y0341976 in approxinately ten minutes, Their L2 was cold,

As o visual reccosnition symbol, the ARVN troops would be wearing red and yellow
arn bandsg,

Toe Retinlison Cepmander, 3/187 while ddrectin artillery and mortars frowm o
al

4
2lled nt 1432 heurs to instruet the Battalion 83 to tell Drimde thao
S0 ery Plroa in supnert of the 1/506 were falling on tho 3/187¢h,
: 7 , .
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- R i 4 P Lot » adl 1 P tora
0 fesperv Ioected in o conhined position with A Comp&nye @Am its 3d Flue
g e YO227083 . (0 Uanpany vut oubt one IP in =ddition,
ISR ATV IS EVRENR R S S A W uoulipanny it Juh LSl

- . B e v aad N
D Coopany shall at the lewer LZ, employed one LP, D Company's miselon for
the 20%h was to provide security for the lower Lz and providg armunition and
snsunl sy cartying patties in suprort of the sttociing companices.

7 (ameany mannad “he blocking positicn,

Y

{

o . vy AL e
LJe/E06 s ot YO326087 vith 3 LPte,

s}

4 3 - va 8
Gerepnllyr Ahis 1o the way e four babtelion were displaced on tho niyht of
1920 Moy

to the IE still had 2 mile of rough uphill terrain to clirb )
h they were not %o rake it on the 20th, until

ronched the hill tops
rg after the Rakkasans,

VN troops, a kilomeher cp better to the SE, had an easier appr0ﬂckmand

resintonee would —ench the eastern side of the hill®op abouvt 2
! o helf after H-Heur,

The 1/506, 4o the SW, in the general vicinity of the past few days, wezo'to
eontinus at abeub the same rate on the 20th, Their casualbies on the 20th; hows
cver weuld be their heaviest of the cperation,

The 5/187th unite, in a positicn up tight to the enemy's main defensesn

' 3 3 ” AT=hta
hod Dong Ap Dia's western foce coming at them in the night. Tomorrow they
Lakow 1) / - . _
would sit on top of Eill 937 approxirately %wo hour after H~Hour,
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APPENDIX 11 (20 May) to ANNEX C (E\:ecuticn) to After Action Report,
APACHE SNOW (3/187 Operations) g~a ; ¥ UNCLASSIF‘ED
A4t 0001 hours, on the 20th of M,y 'uhe same entry that had been entercd

for the past nine days was mede once rore: Journal cpencd, 3/187 continues

IS
operations in assigned A0 viciaity of the » Shau Valley,

The first dao JWirht activity was Stand-To, it began at 0530 hours, and
relaxed at 0600 hours. Defensive fires were included in this Stand-To,

Specdy 11, FAC, reported on station ot 0633 hours, with his usucl wares:
antke ‘na napc,
Fnary fire fron smaell arms cracked over the Battalion CP area at 0634 hours,
5, 9f to tell the 3/187 that the enemy wes gtill there. The perimeter returned
“re to the suspected locations west of the upper LZ, Bripade was asked
. send o pink tean out to toke & lock. A pink tean already on the way,
nerived ot 0640 hours, and was agked to seout west of the upper Lz,
Instructions wore pussed to the perineter to neriodicelly shoct up trees
rossible sniper locations for the next ten to fifteen minutes.

h 8n CO hod put in the airstrike. An explosion, followed
7 The cry for "medic!", interrupted morning shaving at 0705,
B Forp‘ny's LP's was hit by the shravnal of an RPG fired fron a

» the northwest of the upper LZ. The arez was shot up and 2 squad
t QUU to 1nvest1: te, reoorted neg tive cnnpact A MEDEVAC wos

2 ther airstrike hod since begun againest Hill 937, and Assault 28, LFT,

wire working to the west

ot 0745 hours, & Company 2/506, re.orted that his troops had xilled one
cnery soldier. The eneny KIA had walked directly wp to thelr perimeter
carrying o grenade with the pin pulled and they fired hin up with small
orms, He didn't appear to be on dope, He had no insignia. In his
possession were a tobacco pouch, song bosks, and a paper with what
appenred to be coordinates on it,

Two ships inbsuni ot 0810 ho rs, with newsmen, At 0813 hours, Specdy 11
renerted on stabion with the 3d of 7 airstrikes for the 3/187 on D-Day. At

1

OOO F:ur' *~° Brlpﬂdc 83 1nfo;“bu th Butta11on Headguariers thet the

2 ndrmrnd o 2/197 units

fxt 0917 b , the Br‘.m (3] 83 ln*‘”?m’}& tf‘@ :'3 gj to insgtruct the
“to held in ploce once contact w1th the enemy was made and te walt for the
coordinated move of the 1/506 and the 2/501 before continuing the asseult

on Hill 937, The Brigade ComxundAr wor 14 give the order to nove cut.

At 0942 houru, the Brigade 53 lnf"rﬂbl the Bn CO that there wr
falling too closc to the 2/3 AR The CO informed nriga th
not the 3/187 nortars as they were not firing,

a8 mortar fire
2t they were

heir frent and

' hours, the 2/3 ARVN, rererted mort f t
o i ' lery prep remain no, the

got

b

-

b
it 0058 hours, with twe ni
l2st minute rinindors

3 o H~

o
=
j-

- £
ry
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=~

A/2/506 to get fires inte o 3
The art ?,“v cecned to incrense in intensity os HeHour appr ckou. Tbe fires 4
which inciuded 105, 155, hd 8 ;ﬁdhf&éﬁt *?curM?@; dvintense, This prep ws
the best artillory offert witnssséd-by tﬁe~3/f8“ ﬂ'”'np the entire oworouﬁcv'
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A1l Wore flnk jackets end had more than two basic loads of ammunition,
Concugsiorn and CS grenades were also carricd, They did not realize at the
time, but only one men, a soldier from A/2/506 would not return that dey.

Not o maen balked and at 1000 hours, when the word came from Brigade that
the artillery :rep was over, they assaulted the hill,

At 1003 hours, the Battalion Commander requested that Brigade have the 2/3
ARVN rark their lezd clement with purple smoke and the lead element, 2/501,
nark with yellow, He reguested that they use these colors exclusively and

that they keep out continous smoke.,

The 3/187 units had met only light resistance by 1015 hours, and continued

pressing up the hill behind their mortar fires. Still, the Bn CO, overhead
in a IOH, cautioned tham to get sprend out, stay alert, recon by fire, and

by-paes nothing on their jmmedinte flanks.

By 1020 heurs, the 3/187 was 125 meters from the militaery crest of the hill,
The 2/2 ARVN to their southeast, were ulso making fast gains toward the top.

At 1077 hours, the Bn CO reported that all 3/187 units were abreast, approx-
imately 170 meters from the military crest of the bill, and still climbing.

first bunkers on the northwestern face
tares.  8%111 they were Instructed to
i

Lay
destroy thenm Lefore meving beyord them.

1025 hours, the battle of wills bogan
svipg RPEa,  The Bn CO urged Lim to
vievly for

= ) whe miliivery crest which was
loss when 50 motéra frem kim,  The enerv wis sblll on the hill in ferco,
boevas, wod at 1037 nenrs, D Company veportad receiving heavy autematic
irs "De OO inetrvet.d hin to pub gunpressive fires into tne
povttfom and hold irn plnze whil L/0/506 moved fariher up
- Fiank,

at 1042 hours, of irecning snewy
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APPEINDIX 11 (20 May) con't

o . UNCLASSIFIED
four cf his scldiers were ﬁﬁmrv'ﬁ Ccmpany 1nfnrmnd“3€~4102 hours that he
was still receivi g RFG's, Trhe Bn CO cauntioned the Comrnny Comrnmder te

conbinue to kecp fires gfln( cut, but to keep them low bec2use of the
Al Jeertions just cn the other side of the hill, At 1107 the Bn CO
infermed n/?/SOb that his dirccticon of advance was off. He w2s instructed
o oturn A5 derrces te his left and meve forward, His dirceticn had beon
tre southerly and Lis fires hid been bethering € Corpany. 4t 1109 the

rut & smcke morker dewn te gulde A/2/506 tc the rrecisc terrain that
he winted t2ken, He did the s2me fer € Company 2 mcmvnf 1ater,

Sinnc £/3/187 first had contact thirty minutes earlicr, the netion had
2 hoavier, At 1116, he repcrted enemy on his right flank and stiff
. Jt nce on his left, but that he wis mking hendwny toward the large
moate pd bunker complex on the westorn military crest of the hill, &
erorh later the Bn CO, ndjusting mertars frem the LOH) s bringing 2
rrunds of 81mm tube pe; rminute dircetly cnte this u&rgo+ area.  He teld
,/’\7 te witeh his flanks, bhectuse the "geoks" are up and running 2rcund
anﬁ strearing of £ the western side of the hill inte the draw'
time, he enjeined the Bn CO 1/506 tc meve ruickly te catch the
sy s7illing inte the draw several hundred meters te the frent of the
1/506. At 1126 4 Cempany CO rerorted thot he had just been hit in the
hand and was rassing on cemmnd te his 2d Flatcon Leader, A1l the 3/187
it vere on the military crest of the hill by 1127 heurs, Ammnition

negnn te run low 4t this reint and & and € Comyanies started carrying partles
bick to obtain mere. D Company which was securing the lower L4, already
had disyatehed ammo varties feorward., Fer immedinte insurance, thv Bn GO
crdered 2 mix of Ma60 M-16, ‘and Me79 shuttled up to & Cemprnny's locaticn
48iP, At 1134 C Company sheouted tc Blsck Jack thzt the eneny had masks ;
cn and wis ev"loylﬁb grs!  The Bn CO crdered "Fut cn your msks and den't ;

stop meving forward®, detually, there never was any arrrecizhle amcunt

of s used by the cnemy, Whit he did use was yrobably G/8 gremades dropped
vy US WI4's on the 18th, At 1142 hours, Thunder 007 the LOH went right
int: A Comrany's leceaticn and kicked cut the amme resuprly.

The first cemprany teo uabnally teach the ter of Fill 937 was C/3/187, He
aececenrlished this at 1144, one heur and forty-fcur minutes after st1r+1ng,
He corpkined of 3 let of sniper fire, tncuvh, and the Bn C0 told beth o
Cempanies o get meving and releive C Company's flanks, The Bn CO returned
tc the OF tc rofuel at 1145 heurs,

4% 1152 heurs 4/2/506 was receiving heavy fire from below C Comminy's lce-
aticn, C Company, tho by now hid yrogressed further cntc the tep of the
hill, diverted cne of his rear elements te move nerth and dewn into the
draw between hin and &,2/506 tc neutralize resistance there. The Bn co
wis 2irberne agrin at 1200 hcurs, © Company reported numercus snipers

en the hill top and the 2o C0 told hir 4r he sure that he shet every thing
ur and ke certain to “lew cvery hunker be pEssed, even if 1t aprearcd
uncecupioed., The LOH nag already started the casualty evacunticn shuttle
fe the urrer L4, The 3r GO new was srotting groups of MV en the hill

and advicod units of the erery locitions in relatien to them, Mertars,
Foerins ur 2 rmvinun sustiined rate of fire, were adiusted cn these lce-
rtions, Ti C vised the 2/3 thh nd u/°/ 06 te link ur on the
n . still 2 g face of
=~ P39 in thot dirocticen, Qt ™ Y ohe hhd
for Ub WlhiTg, nt f?@& the Bn €O rarerted te Brinde thit 2 gccﬁ rarhor
o the anovy to b frent of A Comprany WATC 3 ther

.
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4,  Ho r@*acsteﬂ vink team be ffgk“?ﬁy
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UNCLASSIFIED  UNCLASSIFIED |

LRSI S R -
achizved the hLll, they eyp301+ their success by pusﬁiny down into the
wrirr to the west,  Thig would keep the are2 to the wedh and scothwast free
cor bne present and enatla US airstrikes and artillery to pound Inhe

ATTRRDIE 11 Gom't

o e B whe vroudeating trocps.  cirstrikes inte this arcz st
Lot o taken bhoar 1L bocsase Yor days 1f+~r this mrerons ea
Cceve sitos weme found Irothn vecinity of the large weztern denve  LpasOf
1T 20 yms on station Mu-h T‘*’_L_}. wars at 1[,)’} h( 1ms ovd s Sond Lo D
ninocrdvance o the o y rotrelting was A% LT hioors, She B0 bl
“dony ey rooeried recd LT onTE o und Q”lﬁ‘uh of 250 cepracs fron o bis
doe Ulon, The Tattiioion 9% A:~1:enxd current 1oe Litps of the 17000 0t
adsinelo i Lhreuch the suspoctod vielnity of the nmordics. 4% 1516 honve,
“hoeo eRUG edvicor reported to the 37187 Lhﬂﬁ Pe s stall pushirg fowsd
Fhe obisetive and that the NDF for hds OF would be %o the exst of T
“3, Dok 24 WGC reouested clesnarce to tad an adrstrile into vicealny
72, The Jitadicn 53 mve cocrdinited elearanecs fov
yatbed chrt he choek with 1/£36 for any o7 bosi-s Lroons
At 1552 hours, wnite the Division Corpawdsr -ms
rs were Piced frem the weut 2t the upper Lz Tao

3 un with m“”*“l&, MG'e and ariillery. Theoe vere

During the comeining nours of dav light the unds

AR GRRIC B Iy : FLLCLES o WINE 2.
G s ﬂf“l cp continued meyring Up o%~f&t¢one. The yrogress wis siow O
hecoase of the ecntimiing sniper fire, At 10657 hﬂvrh, C Comrany hd
e *uo of the enery WiAniding in 2 bunker, Une dled shortly there after

v fﬁﬁvanv Commnder ¢illed to erplain tint the cartive wouldn't come ovd
o' vhe hele, The Battalion S3 instructed him to threw tear gis or smeke
gremides into the hele, The Battalien Comnnnder came cn the radio at t
ratnd bo wirn the Company Commnnder that he didn't want a single US eoldier
even seratehedin an encounter such as this cne. He ordercd that if they
couldn’s get the NVA ocut of the hole te tell him we would throw 2 frag
roenade in with _him, Mimites later at 1655 hours, the enemy scliier

wes cut of his hole stripped and on his wiy to the lbwer LZ, This c phive
evienntod later in the alfternocn teld the 5T1m31y tale of how more than

30% of his company of o handred and twenty men had been wiped out sinco

the Tighting khegan on 10 My, He was fren the 5th plat, X8 Ba, 29th NVA
domiment, The Drigade 83 landed at 1707 hours to vc_\nf\,r wvitn the Baitaldon
Somrander and to pass cn the new missions and goneral moverent planned
for the 3/187 for 21 My {0 the Battalicn S3,
Un the 21 of May. the 2/137 was to be withdraun from the ared and econt

=y A
TLAZNE,

in v 2 34and-Down and subse-uent missicns in tho corstal ol

Ag lnte as 1816 hours, C Company rererted having 2 mn woundaod wroandoe
fire,

L 7030 howrs, D Company arvived ~h bhe utyer L2 and teox rositions on

>e

the e~vthern nall of the rerinotov,
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PEADIX 39 Cen't il i AN
veont, AED iight, and nriillery Jlearances were granved and the
o3 vere plaiced on enc roites of withdrawal Shreoughent tie aigha,

PN

<020 heurs, Spocky ws agrin cver the 3/187 and, betueen arcli
eent sbrites, worked fn croa SO0 metrers in 2ll direeticrs from
and south,

FREaNIat

“imate Y0310793 and friher t2 the wost

]

~
22 Flateen LP wetected rovement and
18 on the nerivetor crec:

20T nmours, B Commary's D
croLeo ewenadces,  Thele were mne cother actii
i frieadly firekills, and the micht possed - quidtliy.
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»P2CHE SNOW (3/187 Operations

On the 21st at 0032 hours, Brigade informed the Battalion S3 that the
desired order of extraction of 3/187 units wass B, G, Battalicn
Heardguarters, D and A, The cuiet was breken at 0615 hours, when enery
60rm mertars were fired at the headquarters location, dpproximtely

15 rounds were fired from south of the perimeter but ecaused no
cisurlties. Counter mertar fire answered swiftly and MG's raked the suse
~opted location, An additieml Pireball was executed at 0630 hours, At
0656 hcurs, the C& ship, to be used in controlling the extraction,
reported in on the battalicn commnd fre~uencye. B Commany was prepared
for pickup but, because of adverse weathe: at 0730 hours, the Batt~lion

resrandor elected to postrone the extraction for an houwr,

© 910 hours, the Divisicn Commnder arrived at the urrer L% Hve mine
Lt after his arrival, enemy mortar rounds, impacted just outside the
. 3z5~rn sechtion of the verimeter, The tirget was engiged by nortars and

pR
i o7

Yidy and their were nc friendly casualiies,

At 0924 mburss Drignde was informed that the extraetion world begin at
0930 hours,

The P7Z times for B Company was 0936 hours, It was clean for B Conrany
21 1074 hours,

A FAC recusshed ?plearance to put an airstrike thto the viecinity of coord-
irate YC314981, This aroa wis the min draw off Hill 937; it extended
to the horder and was the chortest escape route for the enery, Clearance
wag granted.

FZ time for C Company was 1017 hours, The P2 for G Company 2nd & Company
wis located on the top of Hill 937, 4 Company, 2/506, whieh was extracted
after the completion of the 3/187, provided security for the plckup,

By 1030 hours, B Corpany had comploted its move to the interm diate L2
at FB Blare and was cn its way to 2 new mission at Fhong Dien,

The PZ ecomplete time for C Company clearing H{1l 937 was 1031 hours, andl
by 1105 hours, they too h2d been cleared through FB Blaze and were on
their way to 2 new mission 2t Cclco Beach. Next the headguarters chre

out and it wes back 2t Camp Evans by 1136 hours. Eve ything was going
smoothly with the D Company extraction when at 1300 hours, with 21 men
rersi ning on the urper L2, they received four incoming RPG rounds, Tor-
tunately only two men were wcunded and not seriously. The Battalien S3
Wwho was contreolling the extracticn, gave instruetion to the platoen leader
cn the sround and eailled for air support from Brigade, While the D Company
Plzioen scucht to neutralize the enery presence 2nd guarantee the security
of the :32, the 1ift shirs wore diverted to 4 Cemrany., « Gompiny was ex-
tracted from Bill 937 without incident and by 1505 hours, was on the wy
b0 Eusle Bemch for & stand-down,

Approximiely 1400 hours, the Battalicn Comrmnd 3/187 arrifed ina  LUH
over O Conyany's trocps, that were left on the blocking positicn FZ,
He dirceted armed helicopher fires and airstrikes on possible enemy loo-

~ticns close to the PZ  Afteran hour of these fires, he deem»d the P2
socurc and the troers were successfully extracted by 1515 hours,

4

Thus ended the action of the 3/187N&tf§ong Ap~ﬁi&»ﬁi1ia93§;;.
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