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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report OPORD 3-69 (APACHE SNcW) (U)

d. Engineer: 1 Plat B/326th Ener.
e. Pathfinder: 160th Aviation fGroup.
8. (C) IVTELLIGENCE: See Intelligence Inclosure.

9. (C) MISSICH: 2-506th Inf, combat assault, 21 May 1969, into FSB Alrborne
(YD355070), conduct RIF operations to locate and destroy enemy forces, base
areas and caches in assigned area of cperation.

16. (C) CONCEPT OF OPERATICN: Three (3) companies conduct RIF/Search nnd
Slear Operations on separate axes with the BN CP, one (1) riflec company ond the
combat support company (-) located at FSi Airborne frr security. construciion

and improvement of the facility.
11. EXECUTION:

a. Method of Cperation:

(1) A/2-506: Provide security, conduct incal FIF ard improve de-
fensive positions at FSH Alrborne.

(2) PR/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FS2 Airborne to the SW.
(3) ©/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FS3 Airberne to the S-5F.
(1) D/2-506: RIF/Search and Clear from FSR Airborne to the NW.
(5) E/2-506 (=)t Frovide 8lmm mortar support from FSB Airborme.

{a) Provide ground surveillance throuzh employment of cres- I
served starlight scopes, radar, and anti-intrusion devices.,

() PRecon Plat provide security for F53 Airborne, improve de-
Fensive positions and conduct local RIF operations. (See Inclosure 2, Operations
Schematic,)

b. Operations Narrative:

(1) 21 May 69: The 2-506th Inf began participation in Operation
{PACHE SHOW with the movement, by CH-L7, of the Bn CP, Companies B, C and E (-)
rom Camp Evans, Phong Dien District Headquarters and An Lo Bridge to F3B Blaze
'YD529020). This move consisted of 312 PAY utilizing 10 CH-L7 sorties. Upop
sompletion of the Hnok move to FSB Blave, the Bn CP and Company E (~) conducted
y CA from PZ FSB Blaze to FSR Airborne. This move consisted of 107 PAX, util-
lzing 22 sorties. Company A was released from OPCON to the 3-187th Inf and con-
jucted a CA from PZ YC327982 to LZ ¥SB Airborne with 85 PAX utilizing 17 sorties.
Jompany A and Recon Plat assumed a defensive position on FSB Airborne. Because

»f darkness, Companies B, C and D remained at TSR Blaze and FSB Currahee overnight.
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AVIG-CB | 18 June 1969
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation APAGHE SNOW,

(3) Rocomrendations., That supply personnel utilize the 155
powder bag conbainers for resupply of water,

A o GM

7 JAMES M, BOWERS
LTC Infantry
Commanding
2 Inclosures:
1. Area of Oreretions, 10 May - 9 Jun 69.
2. Area of Operations, 3 Jun - 9 Jun 69,
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report OFORD 3-69 (APACHE SKCH) (U) UNCLASSIE]
(2) 22 May 69: The CA of Companies B, C and D from FSB's Blaze

and Currshee was completed and consisted of 282 PAX and 57 sorties. Upon

completion of this CA, all elements ot the 2-506th Inf were on or near B

Alrborne. Companies B, C and D began their RIF/Search and Clear Cperations

away from FSB Airborne on separate axes. Company A and the Recor Plat conducted

PO Te | L L] - -
local RIF missions in the immediate vicinity of F3 Airborne, All units began
finding evidence of cnemy activity as they continued their operations, l.e.,
MY AR e A4 me A s s v ia s v e v nmlrarme ardd bheaanthaes Qemes ~f +hea hiinlbore
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ppeared to have been used as recently as three {(3) weeks. There was no ercay

(3) 23 tay 69: The 2~5C6th Inf covtiruved operations
with the Bn CP, Companies 4 and B (-) located at Tu8 tirborns.
FSB Airborne received four (L) rounds of &0mn rovtar
ulties as a result of this action. Comnaniez iy
evidence of enemy activity in the arca. Co %,
arms fire from an urnknown cnemy force resul-ing

ha)
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ing, he sustained orly a miner injury. At 1050 hours, e lecatio
Co B was azain in conbact Lwr the third time today with the same thro: (3)
enemy. The Recon Plat was sent from FSB Airborne o Co B!s location to assist
in the removal of Cn RB's KIAs and WIAs.2-506 used tlocking.Tire with 8lmm mob -
tars and 0“”19Vﬂd an air strike on a hilltorn near Co B's location. 4t 1213
h >, Co D received small armz and RPA fire. In Shis actiom, Co
D had wounded who, at 1250 hours died as a result of injuries suc-
tainedu 4t L(U) hours, at YD3L4O78, Co D had one (1) incoming round, a sus-
pected 82mm mortar round. This resulted in one (1) man wounded., Bub, at 1722
hours, this man died 8s a result of his wounds, For the day, then, thers were
). 1TTenfuT A ZOITQATTA e T T /AT A e Ty b T 2
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(L) 2L May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued to conduct RIF/Search and
Clear Operati-ms in ite assigned A0, with Co B moving to the SW, €o C to the
S and Co D to uhe My. Signs of enemy activity were still beine found as units

progressed. t OSLS hours, FSB Airborne received an estimated 38 rounds of
60m mortar flre from an unkncwn location. There were nerative casualties in
this action, Co D had three (3) contacts dvrine the day at 0920 hovrs, 1210
hours and LB O hours. In the first action, at 0%Z0 hours, at YD3L2076, Co D

p moving ahout 200 meters from their NDP to the east. They

]1 avms fire, however, a RIF of the area had necative re-
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reselts. Firally, at 1800 hours, Co D at VDBJ:}-O?J' receivec
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ol osm arms fire with the su pe

south, They enraced but did not reoelve rcturn flre‘ In all
Ce D did not H ave any casualties. In other action today, Co C
t, ¥D3L5077, discovered and destroyed two (2) 250 pound bombs.

mete 1s to the
three conuactk,
at 1156 hours, af
Then at 1803 hzurs, at Iﬂ}“lO{é Co C received three (3) bursts of small arms
fire but sustained negative injuries. They checked out the area of the sus-
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casualties as a result of these actions. There were several burkers and
hooches found in the AC. Additionally, units f:und various items of enemy
clothing and equipment.

(5) 25 May 69: 4ll units continued to maneuver agzinst suspected
enemy positions and caches and continued to find bunkers, firchting positions
and enemy clothing and equipment. At 0915 hours, an air strike was employed

~ e =

for L7 construction. The only contact for the day was made by Co B al 1t%

}--

hours at YD361066, at which time they received three {3) RPG rounds and
small arms fire, They returned fire and after checking out the arfa, o

~ b

=}

ound a pool of tlood but negative further. In the action, Co P

at 10LO hours when Co D received approximitely fen (34 .
fire and the other was at 1350 hours when 2 "stay-berind! patrst frown Co B fired
on one (1) enemy entering their former FDP at Y3470 Fesulis of these actione
were one (1) NVA/KTIA and ope (1) US/WIA. In other action today, Co ¢ and the
Recon Plat each frund a bunker complex and Co C also found five (£) graves conte L

ing deconposed bodies.
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(73 27 ¥May 09+ The 2-506th Inf continued its RIF/Search and Clea
NAreovad+a mrae Gy Elaan vmasadlanyms A Slamen Yal T ~en At DD masame thmran wrom am RDmmm
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perimeter with direct hite on two (2) bunkers and zn LP located 27 meters out-
side the perimeter. There were foor (L) US/¥I4 and six (6) US/WIA as a result
of the attack, Simultaneously, with the mortar attack on FSB Airborne, Co B
Came under a grenacde avtack but sustained no casualifies. During the day, units

continued to find ernemy burkers, hooches, equipment and munitions which was hich-
lighted by three (3) scparate caches, found in vieinity Y0358063. and discoversd
by Co € which crnsisted of a total of 800 rounds of 82mm mortar , 600 rounds of
60mm mortar -, 100 RPG-9 and 100 RPG-7 rcounds. All of the ammunition in these
caches was in good condition and was evacuated.
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(O) 20 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued operations in the northern
Clnmss Tl T mey rrs Lla &l ™ (T Vismesae 2 o A ae A T L N T i ] Ak TN A e ~varns A
«r aldul Vel ol n! LEIC DE) Ul 3 \J'I\l}ld JAEs A 4l 1L \'"'j Ll bLelU av O2 ALIUULLIC dlild
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Co B zt YTRATENCA and On N 2% VNADOO7PE. fraurd amall Raviear and one comnleyves
Co B abt ¥D356056 and Co D at YD329075, found smell bunker and hooch complexes
and a small amount of clcthing and and miscellaneous equipment. Co C, at
- o > . - .
¥YD351053, found three (3) new AKL7 Rifles wrapped in plastic and scme AKLT mag-
azines, At 1748 hours, Co D, while moving into its MDP located at at ¥D330075,

3
tripped a booby trap consisting of two or three claymores. This resulted in

fourteen (1) US/VTA.
The 2-506th Inf continued to operate in its assirned

,urnoczs during the ~ﬂv9 however, Ce D, while in its
1) 1ncow1n Yhite Phosphorous r-und be-
i X -
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report (PORD 3-69 (iPACHE SNOW) (U) YN

(10) 30 May 69: The 2-506th Inf continued to operate in the northern
A Shau Valley. At 1500 hours, vic YD327068&, Co D found an anti-aircraf{t pogi-
tion with 12.7mp ammunition in it and five (S) burkers and four (L) hooches, Co
C found an assecrtment of o0ld and rusty ammunition and Recon Plat; while on a lo-
cal RIF of FSB Airborne, found three (3) sets of NVA fatigues and miscellaneous
medical supplies and documents in a cave.
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ations in its assigned A0 in the northern A Shau Valley. Cumpanies B, T and D,
while operatine nn conarates aveoco a1l famd evidence onf enemyv activity in their
A Y o N Vrlv;\_,\u—l-hla ArAd \.J\.':JLJ.,L(_AU\,« \_An\,u’ A e A - AL L A AV AYE T A A v A \.-l.\;auJ AW .V A le EA R WS At e
respective areas. At ¥D328066, Co D found a bunker/hooch c-mplex with a latrine,
a shower point and an observation platform. At YD3L9063, Co C located an ammuni-
tion cache consisting of 215-82mm mortar rounds, 100-60mm mortar rounds, 31 RPG-7

ard 12 RPG-9 rounds and 1k BLO Rockets. Also at YD350067, Co C found another
cache of small arms and mortar ammunition. Tn this cache, there were AXL7, 9mm,
12 7mm, 1lh.5mm and RPG-7 rounds, as well 23 82mm and 6Omm mortar rounds. Co B
at YD351047, found 880 rounds of 12.7mm ammunition. 411 the above cuches were
evacuated.

s T Fiwvm AL £V i mm T o m TY A ommd TV mmedt e a0 Ll m e DTS O o mnale v

\L&) Ao JULIEZ QY LOHPALen D, oadlid o GO LULIIUEU VoLl 040 /oedal il albid
Cloar Onararisne widhdn $ho TOn A5 i w1l shbdom ey +ha Aawrla ardtivitdicaa was 2
vibdl W eldaulDNS WATALID Uie D AU. RIgNLLgaTidllg wie Qay’ s dildVioles, Wdos 4
5 500 pound. baoobhv tranned. rice cache Pannd hv Cn 8 2+ vN2L,80561 The riee Wag
e P A Y ] LAY VL appicig 4o WAl it L I Dy VYU W QU LNV ALe LIS A dwD Py
nolished. in 100 mound bhage and in eveallent pandition. Alan. at YILOOAL. Co
& sned, VU Ppound nags and 1n exCellent COoNALLION, 448D, at 1i4FV0s, 0
C found the wreckage of a UH-1D Helicopter. At the crash site was the partial
remains of a body, a flizht helmet with the name "CPT Begley" on it, 2 M6C Mach-

ineguns, serial numbers 6L77 and 7005, 1 CAR-15, 1 M79 renade uSHPChET. 2 M16
Rifles and a Jungle Pemetrator. Other activities of the day included a cache

of fishing equipment found by Co C at YD3LY061, which consisted of six (6) 100
oound bundles of transparent fls} ing line, LOO fishing poles and 1000 snap links
vith swivels.
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(13) 2 June 0Y: As the companies continued to maneuver within the
10, they continually found sims of enemy activity. The 12 element of Co C was
ndwn TS L T b T A el amaam o b e o L # L P PUUUESE. TR, BRI ) I Y e 90y Sy
1L Lliteq VO rob ALT00THNe TO plov;Ge.securlDy a40d LonouelL A0Cal aay tvime Lk
operations while the Recon Plat was extracted from FSB iirborme to Cemp Evans
o attend Rapnelline School While econductine a nlataon-sice RTE +0 the SiEof

SE v~ - L‘J WAL Ve Il e M AN L ) =) o IJ.LJJ M et A A AW L v Vi, Wi Wa.
"SR Airborne, Co A, at 0915 hours and at YD361065, spotted averoximately ten (10)
WA setting up US-type claymores. There was an immediate cxchange of fire be-

ween the NVA and Co A, The NVA detonated their claymores durine the exchange
»f fire. The results of this contact were two (2) NVAATTA, one (1} Ja/4I4 and
our (L) US/WIi. Thro:ghout the day, Comparies B, € and D cantirued to find

sunkers, hooches, caves and small amounts of miscellaneous clothing, eouipment
ind ammunitisn. At 13LO hours, in vic YD3S3068L and YD354065, CTo € £ nd two

5y e ; » 2] wn;ch totaled 12,900 pouHOb of polished rice in 150
» me SJ.Dpe agausn ,LDF"é and covered
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(1h) 3 June 69: The 2-506th Inf still participatine in Operation
P iACEE S H, continued to find signs of ehemy aothlty during ‘its RIF poerations
hroughout the Brn A0, Units continued to cornduct individual operations and
‘sund small bunker and hosch complexes and small quantities of enemy clothing

J2~3"
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and equipment. At 1330 hours, the 11 element of £/2-506, while or 2 lzcel “JF
from FSB Airborne, at ¥YD36206k, found two (2) zraves containing two (2) NVA
bodies killed less than 2l-hours. They were killed by small arms fire possibly
as a result of contact made by another Co A RIF con 2 June 69. At YD3L3056, Co

C found two (2) SKS Rifles wrapped in plastic and buried under leaves. The rifle
were in poor condition but would fire. They were evacuated. There was no enemy
contact during the day.

(15) ) June 69: Companies B, C and D continued to conduct EIF/ Search
and Clear Operations in the Bn 40. The only contact occurred at 1000 huwurs when
Co D recelved asproximately ten (10) rounds of small arms fire. Therc were no
casualties as a result of this action, At YD3LOOS53, Co C found 22 rournds o

mortar ammunition. 4nd at YD35506L, while or a local RIF, Co A found five (5)
rounds of 82mm mortar ammunition. ALl companies continued to find bunkers,

hooches and miscellancous items of clothing and equipmoent.

(16) 5 June &9: The 2-506th Inf{ ¢onbinued participation in the Bde
operation in the 4 Shau Valley by conducting RWiF/Search and Clear Gperatiors in
its assirmed 240 with the Bn CP located ot TSB jAdrborme.
continued to maneuver on separate axes with Co B oriented to the west,
south and Co D to the northwest. Co A remained ag securiby force for TSR Air-
borne and conducted local RIF operations during the daylieht hours. At 0735
hours, at YD314105, Co D made contact with an estimated two (2) NMVA. This actiop
resnlted in one (1) NVAAIA and one US/#Ta. The F7i/KIA had in his posession
an RPG Launcher which was evacuated to this location., Additionally, Co D found
at YD31L098, three (3) sraves estimated to be ore (1) year old and f-ur (L) bun-
kers with overhcad cover, At 1518 hours, at ¥YD31410L, the 13 element o™ Co D
azain made coptact with an estimated MVA squad. Co D sustained three (3) US/WIA
in this action all of which were medivaced shortly after the end of the contact.
At 1815 hours, Co C received one (1) RPG round which exploded in the trees and

thereby causing three (3) US/WIl4.

Companies B, C and D
Co C to th

sred 0. At 0630 hours, at YD315046, Co B had incoming RPG and 60mm
mortar rounds. Co B sustained one (1) US/KIA and 12 US/WIA froam this attack.
At 1500 hours, Co B made contact with 2-3 NVA equipped with small arms at

YD3050L3. In this action, there was one (1) US/WIA.

-
Ja

(17) 6 June 6%: All elemerts of the 2-506th Inf contirued to operate
in the assizn

(18) 7 June 69: Today was the last day for the 2-506th Inf partici-

pation in Operation APICHE SCW, At 1210 hours, & LCH on a VR mission for this
battalion received ground fire from vic ¥D337077. The Bn 83 received & minor

leg wound as a result of this action. At YD355068, Co C found five (5) bun-

kers and cmmunition. The ordnance consisted of LO Rifle srenades, 3 RPG-9

rounds and 2-6Cmm mortor rounds. Also Co €, at YD355062 made contact with three
Tn this action there were no US casualties but there was one (1) NVA/
v this action, they later found four (L) hooches in the area, And upon
found two {2} $¥8 Rifles, 1 sniper rifle, 8 Model LL Carbines, 2 MaS
if 1 PPSL3 sub-machinesun, & cases of BLO Rockets, 1 case of RTG rounds,
ses of AKLY ammo, 50-50 pound bags of salt and 20 packs of powdered salmon.
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Ab YD33707h, Co D found onme (1) AKL? rifle, ome (1) SKS rifle, 1 Model Ll rifle

with grenade launcher, ten (1C) anbi-tank grenades and some miscellaneous small
arms ammupnition, clothing and equipment. During the hours of darkness, radar

e pal 3 am T e Al srnmrrmanrad mAavoament

and crew served starlight scopes located at FSB Airborme, ¢lsCovered movemend
of small groups of individuals and various lights. All sightings were engaged
by 81mm mortars after which the movement ceased. At 1616 hours, Co B was air
moved from their field location at ¥YD309039 to FSB Airberne to take over the
security of the fire base., The CA was complete at 16L0 hours.

12, (C) RESULTS:

a. The mission was successfully accomplished and vast quantities of
enemy supplies and materials were captured.

b, Enemy losses:
(1) ®Ia: 30 (includes 21 ¥T4 by A/2-506 whilz CPCON to 3-187th Inf)

(2) KBAA: None

(5) FEnemy equipment captured or destroyed:
(a) Food supplies: 2,600 lbs
(5) Small arms weapons: 27
(¢) Small arms ammo: 084,227 rds
(d) 60mm mortar ammo: 712 rds
(e) 60mm mortar Base Plate: 1
(£) 82mm mortar ammo: 1,361 rds
(z) &2mm mortar fuses: 100
(h) BLO Rkts: 38
(i) RPG 7 and 9: 20C
(3) 12.7mm and 1Lh.Smm Ammo: 13,708 rds

v N PP - )
(k) ¥iscellaneous ammo: 129 rds

S : !! i I.
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(n) NVA Machetes: 2
(o) ines and BRT: 7
(p) Fuel: 20 pal

{(q) Structures: 119
(r) Tunnels: 2

(s) Bunkers: 302

(t) Documents: 3= lbs

(v) Wedical supplies: 11% 1bs
(v) Secondary Zxplosions: 2
(w) Rice: 21,360 1bs

(x) Uniforms: 12

WA canteens: 2

~
(3]
e

Mittens: 50 prs
(aa) TFishing line: 600 lbs
{bb) Fishing proles: LOO ea

(ce) Commo wire: 5000 meters

13, (C) ADMINISTRATION:

a. Persomnel strencth:

21 May 1969

ASSIGNED PDY FIRLD
T1HC 191 172 36
A 119 105 ol
E 131 112 28
c 131 20 106
D 129 113 95
B 85 89 79

8 Junc 1969

UNCLASS!
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report CPORD 3-69 (APACHE SNCW) (U)

(b) Company B
| 1 Class I 14,000 1bs
2 Class II 300 1lbs
Class ITI 20 lbs
L Class vV 800 1bs
(c) Company C
1 Class I 16,000 lbs
2 Class II 300 1bs
3 Class IIT 20 lbs
L Class V 1,000 1bs
(d) Company D
L Class I 12,000 1bs
2 Class 11 25C lbs

Class I7T 20 1lbs

o

ﬂ Class V 700 lbs

¢, I'roblem Areas -~ Lessons Learned:

(1) Initially, FSB Airborne had insufficient helicopter landing area
for the amount of air traffic which some days exceeded 90 sorties. To alleviate
this problem, the CHL7 Pad, in the Artillery area, was enlareed as well as im-

proved. The existing UH-1 Pad was also enlarged to accomodate two (2) helicop-

ters and a new CHL7 Pad was constructed on the southern edge of the perimeter.

(2) A large resupply of demclitions was required to be on hand at all
times to allow for bunker destruction, clearine fields of fire on the perimeter
ard construction of landine zones. An initial stockage of 5000 ibs is recommende

(2) Much of the Fire Support Base was alreacy constructed when the
2-506 Inf initially moved in. Ctherwise a greater amount of Class IV material
would have been required,

(L) To facilitate resupply and maintain airmobility, landing zone
construction was a continual requirement. Time being a factor, it was soon
learned that by lowerinz the followine items, maneuver clements could rapidly

|
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[

establish landing zones,.
(a) Two (2) long handled axes.
(b) Two (2) chain saws.

(¢) Premixed fuel.

TAPAY ACGEND alempdbrie anmAd ran—electric hlastine caps
\e/ Ju=ovw eLeCLIllL adlid HNioN=gao v vl dw VLSO vl CapPs.
(£ 1 2700 the of Cl demolitinn
N+ g e NS T VW AU Vi Wi WD e A W es
(5Y Chai lidated at FSR rirxborne for imrediate Cis-
{5) Chain saws were consolidatea 2av U orne =
patch to companies and maintenance to include sharpotine, adiustment i chain
tension and cleaning. The guantity of dewolition r€3a1red for azny one landin-~

zene varied and depended uoon the condition of the ilanding 2cone s*te. Naisy

Cutters and xr‘illery preparation reduced the amovnt of demolitiosr reouired.

Due to the wind turbulence in this area, landine zones had to be 1arﬂe enouth
to allow an additional eight (8) feet beyond the normal arza allotted a UH-1

aircraft. Through its maneuverability and small size, the ICH was often used
to deliver necessary equipment to finish partially cempleted landing zones.

15, (U) CHEMICAL: N/A

16. (U) CIVIL AFFAIRS: N/A
17. (U) PSYOPS: N/4

18, (C) CCMMUNICATIONS

a. Commnications with maneuver companies and the Battalion rear was
P P S T
zonsistently good throuchout the operation. Due tec sporadic f

radio relays and automatic retransmission stations at Fagies Fes
rommunications was at times difficult.

1 o U, | e YTl sl na kv modbalTiahad ad TOD AdrRaryre

De A IOITWAIQ raclp maintenance SAO0P WaS €0ULdU0LdSieU g (a0 AddUJiac
b PamITidbadk s wmarmt A saTiat s arnd s IAds kool iy wadi e Aninine fhe dnterim ranzalr
wU Jeav il lliodi fapilu Juopdll 4allu 1JJ.U LU ua\.«nvuy LAl Lihy ULl 3/ wiltc 410D L din A0 psaa
SRR
JeXr 1000 .

o) Myranamicaeint cemiirity wrne ahove averacre durine the orey 8_*‘1_'_)1")- One.

o Lok AL WT LAl N WA \J\gvu.}..l-l['y LX) TANS N W 4 v\ A N A LA b e AN iy ES b L g
sammlieto T chanoce was eynerienced and the transition was made smoothlv.,
cormplete Al nange was exper nced ang Ltne Lranslitlo >

19. (C) FENGINEER: Upon iritial occupation of 7SB Airborne, one (1) en~ineer
slatoon was utilized to improve fighting burkers, clear fields o7 fire, create
1ew helicopter pads and ~enerally expand the fire base,

20
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a. Mission: Provide 2-506th Inf artillery'éupport for Cperation APACHE
SNOW, _

b, Concept: The 2~-5C6th Inf was inserted on PSR Airborne relievine the
2-501th Inf in placc. C/2-319th and C/2-11th (-) remained on FSB firborne to
provide Direct Support and General Support Reinforcin:c fires for the 2-506th Inf

c, Execution:s

(1) The infantry mission required a careful and thorough search of
the immediate terrain surrounding FSB fAirborne; consequently, C/2-319th was very
limited in providirgz fire support due to the proximity of the maneuver elcments
to FSB Airborne,

(2) B/2-31%th irty, located on VSR Berchestrarden, provided fire sup-
sort for the majority of the missions fired for the ?-5C6th Inf.

(3) L-=77th irty (AR4) (-) provided scnerci support rcinforcing fires
Tor the 2-506th Inf. The highly moblie and responsive ARA secticns are a def-
tnilte asset to the eround commander.

d« Analysis: The key to successful indirect fire support is rapid respons
f the birect Suvport Artillery Bettery. Airmobile concepts cive the ground
rommander various means of suoportine fires. ARA is usually alerted at the time
rontact 1s initlated, ow station time varied between 10 and 15 minutes; thus tub:
rtillery must have been employed and adjusted prior to the arrival of the ARA
iection. If this has been accomplished, the ground commander or observer c¢an
idjust tube artillery and ARA simultaneously. However, if the artillerv unit
roviding direct support cannot react prior to the arrival of the ARA section,
oordination cannot he made between the tube artillery and the Aerial Rocket
rtillery, therefore, it is imperative that the reaction time of the tube artil-~
ery from the time the missiorn is received to the btime the round is fired be
ess than 5 minutes, It is a must that an air observer be on station to provide
ssistance to the ground observer that is in contact, ¥ountainous terrain is
ery decelving to the ground observer; visual contact to the impact is impossi-
le, thus a round impacting 200 meters on the opposite slope of the ground ob-
erver's position may sound as though it is at a far sreater distence. High
ngle fire was primarily utilized resulting in ap adc¢itional hazard. In order
or the ground ohserver to provide himself with close-in supporting fires, he
ust have an additional set of syes in the sky.

1. (U) SPECIL BQUIPMENT #kD TFCHNIQES: /A
2. (C) CCMMANDER'S ANALYSIS:

a. Reconnaissance by fire.

’ \ - RN v yr “ - . TONTYT A i ~
(1) Ttem: ‘ancuver elements encountered small JVi teams usually
+aying ane barassing tactics creating casvalties and time lost

UNCLASZIVIED
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Y TYDSUmM P L T ALY wn tmhd men Thmvmamsd DOLTY 240 (P P"!"VGFF\M&PHHLALJ
Whd vl Lonoat L1te HCTLOoN neporv Lovny =0, (vl
| VIR, MU, B B - TIPS o o S N IR 4
Al Vi oL [IIGISRY; ! UIlE LiiLe
{9 S Tndinmne Twvitanad ve nan of recon '_nv 'i]’]ﬁi?‘r",,_. fl')"ﬁj on DlaDDed
\«/ LIVA R VLA » LA UG L VG s O 2N EEL Ry o < J ——e s - ps &
antac AfF aduvancs and +the 11ea nf Pink Teams to screen areas o the ;mmed,l,ate
VULV (W8 CANA WV CALI N Sl A VAL GAN N b oweAd A FALwR e g3 gt Vas s - NN S S had ~
nant af mananver alamanta roadnces the nogsibilityv of this tvpe of encov nter
FSRVE RN U FSEAE N WA wd WAL R g el LI A UNDG d AW W Vians :/UU-IU e Mt ey S b N T L™ - o
nd cauges the enemv e AT theroby o¥yDpsinge h:lm a d !-(_F%BDD’}D’ hj,m ff balance.
hed AN W Vil \I‘JvlllJ A A IIXUV\,’ V‘-L\d.&\/‘u’d \/‘\-:’UH.‘.I(—. e A — - e Iy FanY
requent reconnaissance by fire, additicnally, benefits the eground commander
requentv reconndlissantce oy 1Lire, «aU4C0Lu LU 3 155
n that he is able to ensage the enemy with indirect fire quickly by shifting
rom fired in targets.

D]

b. Stay behind force.

(1) TItem: In efforts to maintain continual surveillance pf friendly
lements, small ¥VA units, uswally 2 to 3 individual:, attempt to folicw man-
iver companies.

(2) Solution: Whenever possible, a small force shoold remain in the

. L. ~ ) y 1 + o C
reviovs night defensive position in an ambush posturs as this is one 1nrtance
o PR F2 o TS SRR W N
rere friendly forces are able to choose the Lwcabldn of contact. This tactic
- .. - TN Tr-—n IS pam b 2 aan ATYAITITIY
18 eriectlively emuoyoo YJC.LG L.DO' one (1) EBUEIT‘j/ LA OUI"”{Z Lperavlon Aoavll
WOW,
. 1Y s L pde o TN LI eala Y S NN SRR S R S, I o O I T PR e I ot a W=
Ce e DL ollaliel wWitdlg LI DALOFZ [NV UBLUTLHOL VD MJoLud Uiio e
TR T d e s A 2 T enm mvemier LA Snanndb s atianls il e In NTIO
VA A UETTS AVOLULLZ gnemy LaGiLletu L.ar a LLdel WL T 4l VU e
{n\ [ IR S Nramral A3 et asmed rmwananmadrdimrn afF WTPe canngaeg oige a
\a ) WL LWL Vil . NOITd L QAL ALY alll pPLaCpardud i Vi Hue o VEUuoe Ju-aat Gias
ivranla Pt avm’T v TAratd ame Ma agrndAd dnwAaAd ymant Pinas attaclk +hn mansnver element
CVoddlo 44 .Lt‘,'uu.LLf WAL DL LD e LU GVULLU LU A T Ll O AQuivRivhog Vadil HRRAIT WU YO & O Tiils i &5
MmAa A amnll wmanAanratacanns £fravoa o oaarnnre Fha M AT NS NP f+or the hnurs
IO <y 3 Lid<a ded LW VLIl il s o Tl W L Ud WD (VR [ R opgh SR W O S wed VILT blL U:J ASL T L Lvite w Al W - Vras B h W VA e A
*Aarbnepag the company moves olowly and andietle o the 1lpcation and urther
. NA A 1\1‘\/‘-)\)’ Viig, VU‘“&"‘“«J STV W L)J-U’l'-l-‘)' CALIA ML Ly U f W WA i -~ s e -— A Ve aie
o 2 perimeter without digeine fishtine nositions, The area for the NDP should
4 HOL LD Ve L WL wllU e Vligdn iy Laplivadin pUs Ll Vidcs ER R A "
mtain erough brush and undergrowth to hide the element from visual detection.
e key to successful execution is holdine movement to a minimam.

(1) Ttem: The point element is more susceptible to booby traps and
eeting sncagements, thercfore, all possible measurcs should be employed to
rther protect these personnel.

(2) Solution: Shortly after implsmentinz an SOP wherc 2ll point and
ack men will wear breast protectors (of the sam® variety worn by rotary wine,

iators and docr cunners). One (1) possibly two (2) soldier's lives were saved
i a contact durins this operation. “While the weiosht must be considered a dis-
lvantage to wearingz the chest protector, this can be ove reome hy rotating the

int and slack men at freguent intervals and also by a redistributlon of their

uipment sv as to make the additional weicht as hearasble as vpossible.
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(2) Solution: Though this battalion did not erperience any sircrafs
destruction due to booby traps, it is felt that the possibility was reduced by
the use of artillery and ARA on all possible landing zones prior to aircraft
entry. Booby traps cenerally consist of CHIC(M claymore mines facing the sky
with pull~type firing mechanisms activated by the rotor wash. Freparation by
Artillery and 214 directly on the landing zone effectively detonates or severs
the lines connected to the firing device.. Increased usc of Daisy Luticr boros

sreater airmobile flexibility reduce the
gpemy mining actiyity merely by the logis
a large number of landing zones.

to establish future landin~ zones and
likelihood of aircrait damage through
tical problem encountered when mining
ial.

(f) Destruction of captured enemy equipment end materl

nimment and material vroved & time-
\r‘atu: 5 Cre mancuver ]
myﬁ ﬁﬂvunlclon to

(1) Ttem: FEvacuation of enemy €G
coneuming task in two lnstances durine the op
required 3 days to move 2000 rounds of mortar and
landin= zone. In another instance, one day was require’ to
rice to an adequate lpcation for extraction.

move five
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Tnclosure 1 (INTELLIGENCE INCLGSURE) to After Action Report APACHE SNCw (U)

1. (C) TERRAIN: Operation APACHE SIUW was conducted in the A Shau-4 Luoi
valley, a traditional NVA/VC established base area and infiltration route, The
2-506th Inf area of operation was located northeast of the A Luoi Valley bounded
sy grids ¥YD3012, YDLL09, YD2603 and YD300l. The valley varies in width from 150
seters to two (2) kilometers. Average elevation is from 575 meters in the valle
Flanks to 17LO meters in the northeast. Slopes on the rolling terrain vary frorm
=15 per cent and as steep as 80 per cent on higher elevations.

>, (C) VEGETATICN: Multi-canopied dense undersround forest dominate the hills
ind mountains throughout the area. The lower slopes are covered with brrshwood
ind elephant grass.

5. (C) WEATHER: Weather is the major factor which has always limited military
sperations in the A Shau-i Luoi Valley area. Duriws the reportivy, veriud,
reather conditions were exceptionally wood, with tenizratures be.n~ consistently
ln the 8C-90 degree range. Farly morning and late &lternoon low ceiling did not
interfere with combat operations or resuoply.

te (C) EWEMY ACTIVITIES:

a. Prior to operation: Prior to the operation, the enemy had free use of
putes, warehouses and hase aress, Enemy forces in the area of operaticns con-
isted of transportation type units. Combat units could be massed and had the
apability of conducting offensive operations.

b. During the operation: The enemy moved the 800th and 802nd Battalions
f the 6th NVA Kegiment into the area of operations. However, in the latter
art of May, both battalions were withdrawn from the 40. Contact with epemy
‘orces during the operatiom consisted of engagements with trail watchers and
quad-size elements. Contact was broken by the enemy on each occasion.

c. Results and effects of the operation: Ccntinued pressure by US Forces
n the AC forced the enmemy to abandon his cache sites and continually relocate
is forces. This action resulted in cache sites being ahandsned, which were
‘ound and destroyed or evacuated by US Forces., Durinc the operation, the evemy
as required to curtail his resupply operations to elements in the mountains,
.0 the northeast. He was compelled to withdraw main force units back across the
.aotian border and resort to a role of observation and harassment of Allied
perations,

. (C) TENEMY CONTACTS:

a., Thirty-three (33) contacts were mede with the evemy durin- the reportine
eriod., The followinz employment araingt US Forces was encounverec.

(1) ®P: Fire: Extensive use pf the BP 2 and 7 were used during ei~ht
B) contacts, resulting in four (L) TS/Ta and seventeen (17) US/WIA. This wea-
on is sometimes employed with mortar fire to confuse US Forces as to the direct-
on and type fire tnhey are receiving, UNCLAC -
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