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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, 2d Squadron, (&mbl), 17 Cavalry
APO San Francisce 96383

AVD(-SQ~3 17 June 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operaions after action Report OPERLTION APACHE SNOW

Commanding General
1Cln4, Alrborne Division

ATTN:  AUDGCG-DOT
4P0 San Francisco 96383 :EGRA;E:,&NSA.SSD%HEQOBS IR
;fZé&%(eT(ﬁ- Qalléﬁﬁglf

1. Hame of Operation. APACHE SNOW,

2. Dates, ¢ May-7 June 1969,

3, Location. 4 Shau Valley, Thua Thien Province, RVN,
Lo Command Headquarters. HQ 2nd Squadron 17 Cavalry.
5. Ieporting Officer, LTC William W, Deloach

ther Cmdrs/Advisors Involved: OCmdr 1/506
Cmdr 3/187
Cmdr 2/502 OPCON

6. Task Organization.

Ly & Trp, 2/17th Cav,
B, B Trp, 2/17 Cav(~)
Ce G Trp, 2/17th Cav
D, D 1rp, 2/17th Cavy

7. Support Forces., Organic,
8., Intelligence. Intsum 10 May ~ 7 June 1969,

?s Misgion, Recomnaissance, marking and screening LZ's during and
after insertions. Conducted border patrol and area reconnaissance,

10, Concept of Operation. 2/17th Cavalry supported 3rd Bde by
reconnaissance, the marking of LZ's before insertions and the screening
of troops on the ground, This was accomplished on LZ!'s #) through #6
inclusive. 2/17th Cavalry was then to provide area reconnaissance

and border patrol.
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AVDG=5Q~3 17 June 1959
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report OPERATION APACHE SNOW

11, Excoutions A&t 100800 May 69 C Trp, 2/17th Cavalry marked LZ's for
the first insertion. The remainder of the LZ's were screened and marked
by tie 2/17th Cavalry. 2/17th provided reconnaissance, border patrol,
and downed aircraft security for the remainder of the operation as
requirede & Trp, and C Trp provided pink teams for the battle of
Dong 4p Bia as required.
12, 4. Results: Totals as of 7 Jung 1969,
Be (1) KI& ~ 9.

(2) KD - 16.

(3) KBa = N/&,

(L) Captured - N/4,

C, Triendly Losscs: 2 US KLi 3 US VWIa

(e
.

Body to weapons ratio: 5:l

. FEnemy to friendly killed ratio: 12¢5 to 1

&

13. idministrative Matters., H/A
e Spceial Equipment and Techniques, N/A

15, Commander!s Lnalysis, #PACHE SNOW was well planned, supervised,
and executed, -Observations for consideration in future airmobile
operations are listed below,

16, Hfccommendations,
A, Item. Infantry packs,.

(1) Discussion. The scope of airmobile
operations requires that the infantry soldier travel light in orcer
o effectively move through the canopy against the enemy,

(2) Recommendation., The pack of the infantryman
should be reduced to water, ammo, food all carried on his LBE. Rucksacks
when uged could be extracted from the unit in the morning and returned
to the unit in the evening. During periods of extended inclement
weather, however, rucksacks would be necessary,

B. Item, Fire Bases,

(1) Discusgion. Fire base planning must be
expanded to include landing areas for safe usc by helicopter. Therc
must be two separate landing areas one for all logisties and another
for pascenger/command personnel,
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Fire bases on flat terrain should leave two
150 foot~wide lanes between strands of defens1ve wire. 4gain thes
areas should be on the opposite sides of the fire base. This area
will be used for the parking of aircraft and could be expanded to include

ground level refuel/rearm points if required,

C, Item, Aviation Orientation,

(1) Discussion, The Division Airmobile School
is an available tool in teachn.ng airmobkle concepts to non-aviators
and aviators, 4n additional capability that should be considered

for expansion is the rotation 01 aviators to- gmund assigmnen‘bs in key
staff positions throughout the Division ie0ey Support Command,

(9‘ U PR DI SR | Lt a s

Ve Sooumnenua WS 4+ PIOgram snocia bde
instituted within the Division to reassign aviation company commande: Sy
operations oi‘fz.cersé and S~4's to the brigade/battallon staffs and the
Division®s Support Command, .

/s/ ROBERT W, FROST

2 Incl /t/ ROBERT W. FROST
MLJ ARMOR
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Incls 1 DEPARTMENT OF THE LRMY UNCLASSIFIED

k Troop, 24 Sqdn (4ir), 174n Cavalry
4PO San Francisco 96363

AVDGSQmh 12 June 69

SUBJECT: 4fter action Report

Commanding Officer
2/1.7th Cavalry recranen UNCLASSIFIED av

101st 4abn Div (éml) o DOD DIR. 5200. 1 R
40 96383 :m_‘sj__ou_/azz@_??

i, Hame of Operation: ALpache Snow
2. Dates: 10 May - 7 Jun 69

3, Locatiin: & Shaw Valley, Thua Thua Thien Province, RVN.
e OCentral Hqs: HQ, 2d Squadron 17th Cavaliry.

5. Reporting Officer: M.J Thomas R. Curtin, Commanding, Trp 4 2d
Squadron 17th Cavalry.

6. Task Organization: N/A

7o Support Forces: Provided on a doily basis commensurate with circraft
availability, the following assets:

NUMBER TYPE iCFT USE

1 UH1H C&C

l UH-1H Lift -

N OHeGh Single Scout, White

team, part of pink team
and/or Cav team,

L bHa1G Red, part of pink tean
or éav team, also provid
axrmed escort for Lift,

8. Inteliigence: See Intsum, provided by Hq, 2/17th Cavalry.
9, Mission: Provide Air Cavalry assets in general support of 3d Bde,
UNCLASS!FIED
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SUBJEUL:  Lalter &ction HePOYT

10, Concept of Operation:

11, Execution:

UNCLASSIFIED

Provide the aforementioned Alr Cavalry
assets as roquired by supported Hgs.

Provided 6 Cav teams, 67 pink teams, L white teams,
10 red teams, and 6 sniffer acft,

a. The Lift Section flew 11 troop 11ft missions.

be There were 30 C&C acft provided.

ce Flying hours by model acft as follows:

LACFT HRS FLOWN  Ci/SORTIES DCS/SORTIES  OCS/SORTIES
UH-1H  LhS:50 558 19 18
LHe1G 529:00 731 S L1
OHebia 532:35 638 70 66
de <Jwmo Fxpended:
2.75" FFAR 2L3G0
Liomm - 7639
7062 154,300
5#56 3300
12. R@Sﬁltﬁ:
KBl 11
Strmctures
Destroyed Lo
Damaged 32

13, hdrinistras ion Matters:

Morning Report Strength

10 May
7 June

1he Special Fquipment and Techingques:

15, OCommander!s hnalysis:

OFF
1
1

WO o
27 13
25 162

hero Rifle P1t rappel qualified,

a. (1) item: Standard load carried by Rifle Platoon when

inscrtede

(2) Digcussion:

It was noted that on each insertion of the
Rifle Platoon, the load carried by the individual varied, often times
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ADG-5Q-A | 12 June 69
SUBJECT: «ftor hction Report UNC! Ao,
UNCLASSIFIED

necessibating an unscheduled resupyly, 4dditionally, the resup,ly
requirement for a Night Defensive Position (NDP) varied,

(3) Solution: The development of a standard load to be carried
by each member of tho rifle platoon, plus a standard pre-positioned
resupply package for uge at the NDP,

" IR T w Ty Ao - A i . O + :
De N4/ luem: Vitriculty of getting qualified aircraft riggers

tu the site of a downed aircraft.

! Y TN s MNoe . 14
Lg) ascussions Un occasion this unit exper:.enced great
LN o F SN R S . VUL ST IRV, UL S . . SEUUPUN. S SR W 2 o~ ] ~
QLILICULLY In geviing quatllifled riggers to the gite of a downed
o e s 7 Madvtawr Ava +n Plhio Aamess a2 o wn cmsamapangan df om0 Ll . o XL
ALTUIEL Ve dreLddily WMUT LU WIS WRdloU LVAAGEDS SulVAndLnyg Wie dlrcrdle
win o g prren s ngasariim l o temirl A T st ennad e n st T e ek o dete e e o
VL LA 5l UL OVRNG W WL Ve LTSI OW v LA VY LIIBOE dI'UADe
(3] SD_J_H't‘!(‘I : Rahhﬁ1 rali NN ad advoras madrnbkanaras ] wenao
£y e B SRS Sete NgWNEL e e B W e AL QAL W MMALALAVTIIGL o LA&&GLQ
in addition to mialifvine menbers of the +ifla nl AoY . TThn ara rancaa’l
L MG Y Ay dRVR L UL LLE LA AT AU UV, WAL Qls Lgppndl
qualified, as aircraft riggers.

ce (1) Item: herial Artillery Adjustment being accomplished by
all «viatorse

(2) Discussion: Little or no troining is being given to
aviators in the arb of aerial adjustment while in attending flight school

which is immediately apparent when the individual arrives in a combat
zZone asslgned to an Air Cavalry Troop, To effectively adjust artillery

from the alr is an absolubte requirement to further the 4&ir Cavalry
apability.

(3) Solution: uerlal nrtillery 4d justment classes conducted,
on a recurring frequency, by the Artillery Observer assigned to each
troop followed by repeated practical exersise,

16. ueC@mﬁenaarmonsﬁ The emp;oymenm of adr Cavliary is unknown to
3 I recognize the recurring requirement to conatantly

e e A e e e e L L DU . B N T O, DGR . — R T SO L
t;)&P,LdJ_Il Lae Proper erplLoymeny L WALS V&€ I'y yalugaple asget v 'Dn 3
e v Al nm Ymangmat sk a TS ada e Liten  mmasm o de v cied B man o ames  mmme Tan en el mman e bl o
QLOGLA Lol WEWWELLE va J 5‘10 LIt v&l'vd L AU LU d IUeOVALUd LLINL WL WIS
‘11'1 RS r:ﬂ'['ﬂ'l yrr S adaatmakhd A e smmam mvvaremrtk T ar S e AP Pmade Mhn e Sy
ede L T Y A, el Mo W G W A A W WL *JJ. UE‘- L3460 Wrddd Gl bVl ddd TGV bt T3 Pl. Vyb&
AT syt Aaf iy Caval vy nak anly vamiirees an intimate Innwleders nf
"JJI&J.A.-NI Fi1 A gRT) S ok — hadi I = B A 8 J EE LAY S vbw - V\i'ﬁ*‘ et e AN bl B b LA LS 1-‘-.‘#'".‘-.\-'\‘6\‘ &
the assebts availoble, their ugse and emploment, but also an imagination,
g agsely avellable, thelr uge ana employment, DUt 2190 an Imaganatlon,
The ground tacticzl commander must realize that he cannod effectively
o
employ &dr Lavalry directly over his point element. He must further
realize that 4lr Lavalry with its speed, flexibility and great

determination con quickly flnd, fix and begin tw flght the enemy, <The
ability of the ground commander to quickly and effectively react to

the Alndings by the &4ir Cavalry is the key te his success, and he must
be aver prepared to get boldly and with decisiveness. I have found that
the primary problem is indoctrination with the newly arrived commanders,
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. Incl, 2
DEPARTAENT OF THE LRMY UNCLASSIFIED
C TROOP, 2D SQU4DRON (Adrmobile), 17th Cavalry
AP0 San Francisco 963383

SUBJECT: Combat Operations, «fter action Report

Commanding Officer
2/17th Cav, 101st Abn Div (hml)
STTH:  ATDG-SQ-3

1. Name of Operation: 4pache Snow.
2, Dates: 10 May - 7 Jdune, 1969,

3, Location: 4 Shau Valley - hdjacent to Laotian Border (3rd Bde £0),

lia Control HQS: 3rd Bde.
5, Reporting Officer: CPT Vincent Re lnderson, other Cmdrs/Advisors

invelved:
Cmdr 1/506
Cmdr 3/187
Cmdr 2/501 OFCON

6, Task Organization: Cav Teams, Pink Teams, and 4P,
7. Support Forces: Organic.

8, Intelligence: N/A

9., Missions: Recon, mark and screen LZ's before, during and after
ingerbtione Ognduct border recon and recon of selected areas. LZ# 311,968

10. Concept of Operation: C Troop supported 3rd Bde in reconning

and marking 1Z's before insertion and screening troops during and after
inserbions This was accomplished on Li's 2, ﬁu, #5, and 76, For the
weck following the initial insertion, C.Troop provided trail watch
along the Laotian border and aerial reconnaissance of selected »x0's,

11, Execution: Cav teams and Pink teams were used to perform area
recon!s and screening operations. ARS was used to secure downed

aircraite

12, HResults: &1L Spot Reports:

UNCLASSIFIED
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DTG COOERDINATES SIGHTING
120905H YC30808l Found 2x bulldozers and 1x truck which
were taken under fire and destroyed
yesterday.
131020H - YG330878 Trail 2 ~ 3 ft wide running N-5, used

within last couple of hours.

121154 10308986 Many huts and bunkers, movement observed
through treess Irail 5' wide running from
river to area, well used,

112115H YC303998 Found track tire marks and fresh mud on
castern side of ford in river.

11421150 YC302038 Movenent on trail in the open on ridge
top, observed two men in uniform runiing
into tree line, called for verification
of friendlys in area., Negative replye

121154 YC299949 5t trail running E-W with hard rock ford
approximately 2¥ deep in river,
1123150 1C280092 to St trail running along river on eastern
Y0300991 gide with mumerous huts and bunkers.
1L2115H ¥C2999L9 Series of very large huts and bunkers

along river running Bast.

1421158 6299949 Area under top canopy of jungle cleared
‘ of all underbrush,

16082CH 10365998 Received small arms fire, did not
retorn fire, Opeed: 80K, Alt: 20 ft. -

160832 YC285005 " Received automatic weapon fire, red birds
engaged target, negative assessments
speed: TOK, 41lt: 20 ft.

171015H YC29891,3 Trail 3' wide used in last couple hours,
3x or lx strands of commo wire along trail
to hill west of Currahee, trail follows

Blue Line,
1710258 ¥C350956 Barmboo raft, 8' x B8', did not engage.
1710334 ¥C383940 Raft 9% x 10! with barrels underneath.

13, wdministrative Matters: None,
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1. Special Equipment and Techniques: 4&rtillery used to cover vav feams
off statione was used to burn all huts destroyed. The following
amio was expendeds

1a62 326 215 L40mm
48,015 rds 680 rds 787 rds 2,556 rds

15, Commander's Analysis: UH=1Y fuel capacity is insufficient for
required taskss

16. Recommendations: Ropes and ladders should be organic to the troops
and 125! ropes should be used for rappeling in all cases.

~

/s/ VINCENT R. ANDERSON

VINCENT R. ANDERSON
CPT
Operations Officer

True Copy

"/f’/(;l,/f f-\\—‘ < )
MAKVIN . JaFCOAT
Captain, Infantry
hsst 53
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