DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS US ARMY CHAPLAIN CENTER AND SCHOOL
FORT MONMOUTH. NEW JERSEY 07703-5000

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Historian 24 May 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR, U.S. ARMY MILITARY HISTORY INSTITUTE

SUBJECT: Staff Ride Information

l. Enclosed is a selected compilation of materials used in the staff
ride of the battle of Antietam, for the Chaplain Advanced Course (CHOAC)
at the U.5. Army Chaplain Center and School (USACHCS), Fort Monmouth,
New Jersey.

2. The Chaplain School will move at the end of 1995 to Fort Jackson,
South Carolina. The tentative site for the new staff ride will be at
the Revolutionary War battlefield of Camden.

3. The request for information was an open ended one, and I hope that

what I have sent is helpful. Please let me know if I should send other
materiels; e.g., copies of vu-graphs, etc.

Chaplain Branch Historian



SUBJECT:

CHDALC Staff Ride Guidance

I. INSTRUETORS

CH (MAJ) Larson
Dr. Hourihan
4 SGIs=s

11. FURPOSE AND OBRJECTIVES. The Antietam Staff Ride is

designed to get students thinking about there profession
and the "face of battie". This is done by studying a
campaign and /or battle and deriving lessons learned
which apply to the 1790s. Each student will participate
in Preliminary Study, Field Study, and Integration Phases.
Some of our specific objectives are:

a. Expose students to the human aspect of battle.

h. Derive lessons in leadership, communications, use of
terrain, weapon systems, and logistics and apply them
to present day.

c. Expose students to military history and further their
professional development.

1I1I. FDRMAT. The Antietam Staff Ride follows the methodology

explained in The Staff Ride pamphlet by William G.
Robertson.

a. Preliminary Study. Each student is assigned a
commander and an issue of the Maryland Campaign. Given
& weeks to research topics, students will present a
1S-minute briefing to the members of their groups on
19-20 Apr 94 (schedule to be published).

b. Field Study. All students will participate in the
staff ride of the Maryland Campaign area (South
Mountain, Harper ‘s Ferry, and Sharpsburg/Antietam),
on Thursday and Friday, 21-22 Apr 94.

C. Integration. Upon completion of the staf+f ride,
students will participate in the integration phase.
During this portion, students and instructors reflect
upon their experience and articulate their impressions
of both the campaign and the lessons derived from its
study. This will be done on the field at Antietam.



iv.

SUBGESTINONS FOR FRESENTATIONS. We do not expect graduate
level research on your commander/action. We do expect you
to organire your research efforts and use some of the
available material to prepare a simpie and coherent
briefing that analyses your assigned issue.

a. Frecentations should be 1S minutes in length, leaving
10 minutes for guestions and discussion. Simple
visual aids (photos, maps, diagrams, etc.) save time
and make your briefing more effective.

h. Specific assignments are noted in enclosure 1. In
addition, specific notes/guidance on limiting each
hriefing are included. Flease feel free to seek help
from yvour instructor.

SOURCE MATERIALS. The basic text for the campaign is
Stephen Sears’ Landscape Jurned Red, available in the
library. Familiarity with Sear '= book is key to a success-—
ful Staff Ride experience. Additional sources include:

= War College Guide to the Battle of Antietam, Luuvas

= — ————— —

and Nelson. This includes extracts of the Official
Records, which are primary sources.

b. Photographic Legacy of Antietam, William Frassanito.

c. Civil War Dictionary, Mark Boatner.

d. Generals in Blue, Generals in Gray, Ezra Warner.

e. The Gleam of Bayonets, James V. Murtin.

Additional sources on reserve in library.

8]



ADMIN DATA SHEET
CHOAC STAFF RIDE

1. Dates: The CHOAC Staff Ride will be conducted on 19, Z0, 21
and 22 April 1994. The Freliminary Study Fhase will be held at
the school building on the i19th and Z0th, and the Field Study
Fhase and Integration Phase will be held on the battle field on
the Zlst and 22nd.

2. Student Responsibilities:

a. FPresent a comprehensive, well-organized 15-minute brief-
ing to vour small group on 19 or 20 April.

b. Participate in discussions held on 19 and 20 April after
each briefing.

C. Integrate your briefing knowledge with on—the—ground
experience duwring the Field Study FPhase on 21 and 22 April.
Explain tactical decisions and leader personality intluences to

of assigned leader while at the battle site.
. Transpoartation:

a. Vehicles will depart from the Post Theater west parking
lot (nearest USACHCS) at 0700 hours on 21 April. We will return
to that location at approximately 2400 hours on 22 April.

b. Personnel will be transported by bus. Travel by POV is
not authorized, except as determined by the Chief, TD-AC.

4. Hotel Arrangements

a. All personnel will be staying in contracted rooms at the
Holiday Inn, Frederick, Maryland. Since they are contracted, no
spouse participation will be allowed.

b. Student room assignments will be two to a room. The
Government pays only for the room. Use of room service or
in—room video movies will be at individual ‘s expense.

S. Eating Arrangements

a. You should eat breakfast before departure on the 21st.
The bus will stop at a Maryland House Interstate Rest—-Stop for
15 minutes at approximately 0930, but will not remain long enough
for personnel to eat a served/cooked meal. Lunch options on 21
April are for the student to brown-bag it, buy snacks at the
Maryl and House, or buy lunch at one of several small restaurants
in Harper 's Ferry from 1325—-1525. Supper options that evening
are any of a dozen restaurants within walking distance of the
Holiday Inn in Frederick. A 7/11 and a supermarket are also near
by should you desire “"snack food" instead.



L. 22 April

{1) Rreakfast: Breakfast options are to esat at an
early—opening restaurant across the street from the Holiday Inn,
or at the Holiday Inn Dining Room, prior to departure at 0730, or
to buy food at the 7-11 or supermarket (supermarket is open 24

hours) .

(?y Lunch: There are no eating or drinking facilities
on the Antietam Rattlefield, other than a drinking fountain at
the Visitor s Center (to which you will have only limited
access) . Also, there will be no stops at any of the limited
facilities in the very c=mall town of Sharpsburg {by the battle-
field) for lunch, supper, or snacks. You may want to buy some-—
thing for lunch at the 7/11 or the supermarket. This can be done
the night before or very esarly prior to departure. {(The bus will
not drive to the supermarket that morning for vyou to buy food}.

{3) Supper: Supper options will be either food brought
from the supermarket earlier, or a meal at one of three restau-
rants (Sizzler, Mr. B’'s Barbecue, or International House of
Pancakes) or a couple fast food places clustered at our planned

return stop on I-99.

6. Shopping Facilities: There are no facilities of any kind at
South Mountain on Z1 April. Students will have free time that
afternoon to tour the historical town of Harper's Ferry, which
has numerous antigque and craft shops. Facilities of all types
are available within walking distance of the hotel at Frederick
on the evening of the Zist. There are excellent Civil War book-
stores at both the Visitor's Center at Antietam and at Harper's
Ferry. There will be no time to visit any of the extremely
limited small facilities at Sharpsburg.

7. What to make sure and bring: April is a changeable month.
Be prepared for it to be hot or cool. Uniform is comfortable
civilian clothing. Wet weather gear is advised. We will be
walking almost all day on the 22nd, so have comfortable walking
shoes or boots. A canteen or water bottle in a day pack is
strongly recommended for Antietam {(Note: You will NOT

have the opportunity to stop somewhere for a drink at Antietam
from at least 0730 to 1213).

8. Dr. Hourihan or CH Larson are available during office hours
for questions/consultations. Room 110, Commandant’'s Wing is

Dr. Hourihan's office, and Room 127, Allensworth Hall is Ch
Larson's office. Dr. Hourihan and CH Larson will also be avail-
able for guidance and advice from 1230-1330, 11-15 April in room

307.

10, Direct any guestions to CH (LTC) McCoy, or CH Larson.



SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTOR
GUIDANCE

o hhe

MILITARY HISTORY STAFF RIDE

SURJECT: The Preliminary Fhase of the Staff Ride

This packet gives vou all the matterial you will need during the
pre-statf ride briefings esach of yvour students will give on 19 or
O Spril 1994 (1% minute briefing and 10 minute discussiond.
Moindividual will give Mig/her briefing in front of his/her
amall group (and youw!, and support that briefing with approprie-
ate audilo-visusls,

Tha packst contains a schedule of how the brisefings must

nroceed., It is important that vou keep your group on this sched-
Wie =0 that they meet 2ll large group times and zo that those who
visit vour briefings will be in proper sgquence. There are also
zome "tickler” guestions that vou can bring up if the discussion
meede "tickling." These gquestions should also be of use to vou
inoyowr own pre-study of the Maryland Campaign. You will not be
ahle Lo guide these discussions unless you study the campaign and
the battle of Antietam beforehand. Dr. Mourihan and I will go
from small group to small group on the briefing days, listening
and Melping you to guide the discussion. Others who are accompa-
nying ws on the staff ride (to inciude the Commandant) will also
vigit mo that they gain deeper knowledge of the Antietam battle.

By rmow, your module leader should have assigned yvour students to
their individual briefing assignments on the sheets that I sup-
nliad Lo them. This packet vou recelive today is for vou, not the

" Reph & Para

RAYMOND E. LARSON, SK.
CH (MAJ) LISA
Military Historical Officer



13201420

1470-1520

170017235

STAFF RIDE EBRIEFING SCHEDULE

TUESDAY 19 AFRIL 1994

The Civil War Chaplain {(by CH Larson and
Dr Houriban in room 307}

Civil War Infantry and Artillery Tactics (by
CH Larson and Dr Hourihan in room 3Q7)

The Civil War Common Soldier (by CH Larson
and Dr Hourihan in room 3073

LEE/McCLELLAN Background in Small Groups

LEE/McCLELLAN Maryland Campaign in Small
Groups



O700-072%

07250730

H00-0825

0825-0850

OP0O-0P25

0925-0950

1000~1330

14301455

1455-1520

1530-1630

163201730

WEDNESDAY, 20 AFRIL 1994
{In Small Groups}

D.H. HILL (S0UTH MOUNTAIN)

COX {(SOUTH MOUNTAIMN)

JACESON {(HARPER'S FERRY)

MILES (HARFER'S FERRY)

S. D. LEE (ANTIETAM — MORNING PHASE)

HOOKER (ANTIETAM- MORNING PHASE)

Chapel /FT/Lunch

LONGSTREET (ANTIETAM - MIDDAY PHASE)

FRENCH/RICHARDSON (ANTIETAM— MIDDAY PHASE)

BURNSIDE (ANTIETAM-— AFTERNOON FPHASE)

A.P. HILL (ANTIETAM— AFTERNOON PHASE)

WRAP-UP/DISCUSSION/QUESTIONS (by CH Larson and

Dr Hourihan in room 307)

STAFF RIDE PREPARATION (To be determined by small
group instructors)



SURJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR
_— _ Group 1 CH Miller
_____________ Group 2 CH Wesley
. Group 3 CH Walker
Commander : GEN Robert E. lee {(Background) and MG George B.
McClellan (Background)
Analyze Lee's and McClellan’s background. Include Mexican War

experiences, Civil War experiences prior to the battle of Z2d
Manassas, and their attitudes toward offense/defense. Present
your observations/conclusions in a 15—minute briefing to your
group. Also available are 10 minutes for discussion.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Fossible topics for discussion :

Lee

experience in the Mexican War

John Brown Raid
decision to reject command of Union forces
unique knowledge of Union commanders

use of audacity
Civil War battle experience prior to Maryland Campaign

(0 I w I I w

McClellan

experience in Mexico and Europe

picked as Union commander after minor victories in WV
command philosophy during Peninsula campaign
tremendous organizational ability

messianic complex
relationship with President Lincoln and cabinet

coCcQ0O0



SUBRJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR

_____________ Group 1 CH Miller
_____________ Group 2 CH Wesley
_ Group 3 CH Walker

Commander : GEN Robert E. Lee and MG George B. McClellan
{(Maryland Campaign}

Analyze Lee's and McClellan’'s conduct of the Maryland Campaign.
Use the resultcs of the battle of 2d Manassas as a jump-—-off point.
Select one relevant issue (such as command climate, concept of
operations, mission, etc.). Details of the conduct of the cam—
paign from South Mountain on will be covered by other students
from your group. Present your observatioens/conclusions in a 15-
minute briefing to vyour group. Alsc available are 10 minutes for

discussion.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussion :

lee’'s reasons for conducting the campaign

inability to rally Maryland to Confederate side

Lee’'s confidence in splitting his forces

gambhle of giving battle with back to the Potomac

importance of terrain in the campaign and the battle of

Antietam

lLee's ability to shift forces and continually gain

tactical parity

Lee’'s Order 191 and McClellan’'s response to it

© McClellan’'s concept of the operation and how he relayed
it to his subordinate commanders

o McClellan's lack of reconnaissance and faulty assumption
as to Confederate strength

o McClellan’s campaign of "lost opportunities"; bungling
leadership with little sense of urgency

0 how McClellan’'s personality influenced the campaign

(5 I o R R

o

o



SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR

_____________ Group 1 CH Miller

_____________ Group 2 CH Wesley

_____________ Group 3 CH Walker
Commander ! MG Daniel Harvey Hill, C8A {(South Mountain)

Analyze Hill ‘s conduct of the delaying action at South Mountain,
to include Fox ‘s, Turner s, and Crampton’'s Gaps and present your
observations/conclusions in a 15-minute briefing to your group.
Also available are 10 minutes for discussion. Inciude background
on Hill ‘s life and experiences.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

FPossible topics for discussion:

o importance of this action to Lee’'s overall strategy
o importance of Union delays to Hill ‘s defense; time to
bring up reinforcements
o Crampton‘s Gap only lightly held; most important of the
passes — a major lost opportunity




SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR

_____________ Group 1 CH Miller
_ N Group 2 CH Wesley
Group 3 CH Walker

Commander: B6 Jacob D. Cox, USA (South Mountain)

Analyze Cox's conduct of the assault on Fox ‘s and Turner ‘s Gaps.
Also include an overview of Franklin‘s assault on Crampton’s
Gap, and present your observations/conclusions in a 13—-minute
briefing to your group. Also available are 10 minutes for
discussion. Include background on Cox s life and experiences.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

FPossible topics for discussion:

o the amount of time for Union forces to move after dis—
covery of Lee’'s Order 171 {18 hours)

o large scale assault not attempted until late afternoon

o lost opportunity at Crampton’s Gap; Confederates
outnumbered 10-1

o Union actions upon taking the gaps



SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Broup Instructor

INSTRUCTOR

_____________ Group 1 CH Miller
_____________ Group 2 CH Wesley

_— Group 3 CH Walker
Commandser: MG Thomas J. Jackson, CSA (Harper 's Ferrvy)

Analyze Jackson'’'s conduct of the operation against Harper's
Ferry and present your observations/conclusions in a 15-minute
briefing to your group. Also available are 10 minutes for
discussion. Include background on Jackson’'s life and
experiences-

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussion:

o Lee estimated three days to eliminate Harper's Ferry; it

took six
o control of Maryland and Loudoun Heights was key element

in capturing Harper s Ferry

o effect of Jackson’'s message to Lee on the imminent fall
of Harper s Ferry

o Confederate units’ actions after the garrison’s fall




SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR
_____________ Group 1 CH Miller
_____________ Group 2 CH Wesley
__ Group 3 CH Walker
Commander : COL Dixon Miles, USA (Harper 's Ferry)

Analyze Miles’ conduct of the defense of Harper 's Ferry and
present your observations /conclusions in a 15-minute briefing to
Also available are 10 minutes for discussion.

your group.
life and experiences.

Include background on Miles'’

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussion:

collapse of Maryland Heights defense

Union cavairy escape under Grimes Davis
different options for the defense of Harper’'s Ferry

Miles’' reputation and attitude toward the defensive
effort

oo0o0p



SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR

- Group i CH Miller

_ o Group 2 CH Wesley
— Group 3 CH Walker

Commander: COL €. D. Lee, CSA (Antietam)

Analyze Lee’'s support of Jackson's conduct of the action on the
Confederate left during the morning phase and present your obser-—
vations/conclusions in a 1S5-minute briefing to your group. Also
available are 10 minutes for discussion.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Fossible topics for discussion:

o Confederate’'s preparations; how they sustained heavy
casualties but met each piecemeal Union assault

o John Bell Hood's counterattack

o tactical advantage of Confederate artillery, especially

on Nicodemus Hill
o Lee’'s ability to shift forces from the uncommitted right
o repulse of Sedgwick’s division in the West Woods;
advantage of position, artillery and surprise



SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR

_____________ Group 1 CH Miller
Group 2 CH Wesley
Group 3 CH Walker

Commander: MG Joseph Hooker, USA (Antietam)

fnalyze Hooker 's conduct of the opening Union attacks during the
morning phase. Include an overview of Mansfield’s and Sedgwick’'s
attacks and present your cbservations/conclusions in a iS—minute

briefing to your group. Also available are 10 minutes for
discussion. Include background on Hooker s life and experiences.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussion:

o Hooker ‘s understanding of McClellan’'s intent
inability or noninterest to take Nicodemus Hill; Union

o
cavalry positioning

o XII Corps (Mansfield) foothold around Dunker Church not
suppor ted

o impact aof Hooker 's wounding

0 Sumner/Sedgwick advance into the West Woods

o Federal assault characterized by piecemeal attacks with
no support or timely reinforcement



SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR
Group 1 CH Miller
Group 2 CH Wesley
Group 3 CH Walker

Commander: MG James Longstreet, CSA (Antietam)

Analyze Longstreet’ s conduct of the action around the "Sunken
Road” during the midday phase and present your ob=zervations/
conclusions in a 15-minute briefing to your group. Also available
are 10 minutes for discussion. Include background on Longsteet’s
lite and experiences.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussion:

o Confederate's in Sunken Road outnumbered 2 to 1, yet beat
back 3 separate Union brigades; advantage of terrain

o Army of Northern Virginia fully committed (with simul taneous
action at lower bridge)

o two command/communication mistakes cause Confederate line
to collapse (Posey trying to relieve crowded conditions
by extracting his Mississippians on the right, and &th
Al abama under Lightfoot trying to get out of enfilading
fire on the left)

o Confederate counterattacks buy time for positioning
artillery support, which stalls Union advance




SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructors

INSTRUCTOR

L Group 1 CH Miller
_____________ Group 2 CH Wesley
Group = CH Walker

Commander: BG William French, USA and MG Israel Richardson, USA
(Antietam)

Analyze French’'s and Richardson’'s assaults on the Confederate
center at the "Sunken Road" during the midday phase and present
your observations/conclusions in a 1S—minute briefing to your
group. Also available are 10 minutes for discussion. Include
background on French's or Richardson’s life and experiences.

INSTRUCTOR NAOTES

Possible topics for discussion:

o Sumner ‘s failure of position, and French’'s decision to

attack Sunken Road

o continued piecemeal attacks
o Richardson stabilization of the line; enfilades and breaks

Confederate defense
o advance stalled by 20 Confederate guns; Richardson’s

mortal wound
o McClellan refusal to commit more troops to the Union

right/center



SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Group Instructor

INSTRUCTOR
_____________ Group 1 CH Miller
Broup 2 CH Wesley
_____________ Group 3= CH Walker
Commander: MG Ambrose E. Burnside, USA {Antietam)

Analy:ze Burnside’'s conduct of the taking of the Lower Bridge and
actions during the afternoon phase and present your observations/
conclusions in a 1S-minute briefing to your group. Also available
are 10 minutes for discussion. Include background on Burnside’'s

life and experiences.

INETRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussion:

o lack of reconnaissance and intelligence
o confusing command structure (McClellan vs Burnside vs

Cox)
o attacks open at 10Q0; late and again piecemeal
o bridge finally taken at 13003 no immediate continuation
because of supply; twoc hour delay
o Burnside’'s advance to the ocutskirts of Sharpsburg
o McClellan’'s refusal to send reinforcements; 1/3 of Union
force not committed



SUBJECT:

Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments

TO: Small Sroup Instructor

INSTRUCTOR
____________ Group 1 CH Miller
____________ Group 2 CH Wesley
Group 2 CH Walker
Commander: MG Ambrose Fowell Hill, CSA (Antietam)

Analyze Hill ‘s conduct of the counterattack against Burnside.
Include an overview of preceding Confederate action at the Lower
Bridge and present your observations/conclusions in a 13-minute
briefing to your group. Also available are 10 minutes for
discussion. Include background on Hill‘'s life and experiences.

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Fossible topics for discussion:

00

Toomb ‘s 400 Georgians defend bridge for three hours
against 12,500 Federals
D. R. Jones’ use of his depleted forces/Artillery

Confederate use of terrain
arrival of A P Hill at critical moment; factor of "luck”

in battle
Confederates not strong enough to push Federals back

across bridge



SUBJECT: Artietam Staff Ride Briefivng Assigrments

TOs Small Broup Instructor

INSTRUCTOR
_____________ Broup 1 CH Troyer
_____________ Group & CH Murdeoch
___'_ _________ Group 3 CH Barres
_____________ Group 4 CH Larsen

Commander: GEN Robert E. Lee (Campaign)

Analyze Lee's comduct of the Marylard Campaign agairnst McClellarn.
Select ore relevart issue (such as commard climate, corcept of
cperaticons, missiony, etc.) and presert your cobservaticorns/
cocnclusicns in a 1S-mirnute briefing to your group. Rlsca available
are 1@ mirutes for discussicrn. [Ancther studernt will brief his
pre-Antietam backpround. ]

INSTRUCTOR NOTES
Possible topics for discussicon :

¢ dimability to rally Marylard to Cornfederate side
¢ Lee's confidernce iy splittirp his forces
¢ gamble of pivirng battle with back to the Potomac
o importance of terrair ivm the campaign and the battle of
Artietam i
¢ Lee's ability tc shift fcoreoes ard cormtirnuvally pain
tactical parity '



SURJECT: Artietam Staff Ride Briefirnp Assigrments

TO: ©Small Group Instructeor

INSTRULCTOR
_____________ Group | CH Troyer
_____________ Group 2 CH Murdoch
__:i _________ Breoup 3 CH Barres
_____________ Broup 4 CH Larsen

Cconmarder: M5 Gecrpe B. MceClellarn (Campaiprd)

Analyze MeClellan's conduct of the Marylarnd Campaigrn against Lee.
Select ore relevart issue {such as command climate, concept of
cperaticns, mission, etc.) and present yocur cobservaticrns/
pemclusions inm a8 1S-minute briefinn to your group. Alsoc available
are 1@ mirnutes for discussicr. {Ancther studert will brief his
pre—frtietam backgrournd. 3

INSTRUCTOR NOTES

Possible topics for discussicon:

¢ Lee's Order 19 ard McocClellar's resporse to it

a McClellarn's cervcept of the cperatiorn ard how he relayed
it to his subordirate commanders

¢ lachk of recormaissarnce arid faulty assumpticon as to
Cerfederate strerngth

o campaigr of "lost cpporturmities”; bunglivng leadership
with little serse cof urgercy

¢ hew MeClellan's persomality influerced the campaign



WRAP UP
Who won the battle of Antietam?
Historians generally agree that it was a strategic victory for
the Union, but was at best a tactical draw and perhaps even a
tactical victory for the Confederacy. Certainly, it was one of

Lee's finest displays of the tactical Art of War.

Antietam not as decisive a battle as it could have been for the
Union; poor communication, reconnaissance and lack of leadership
at highest levels prevented the destruction of the Army of

Northern Virginia.

I¥ there was a decisive battle of the Civil War, it was probably
Antietam (not Gettysburg, as many of us have believed since
childhood. This belief is a result of the acceptance of the Lost
Cause myth). Antietam:

(n] Ended the South’s invasion of the North

o Allowed Lincoln to make Emancipation Proclamation

o Ended possibility of European recognition for the

Confederacy (England is the most virulent anti-

slavery power in the world)

o Union war aims changed; abolition of slavery now
linked with preservation of the Union

o beginning of the end for the Confederacy

SUBJECT: Antietam Staff Ride Briefing Assignments



- Day

i

Time

B7o0

ATAB—1 106

tig@-111@

NOTE s

Staff Ride Schedule

Acticr

Depart from Pcst Theater
west parking lot {reEarest
LUSACHLS)

Moter te Bolivar Road,
Scuth Mountain

Stop &t Boalivar Road

Coanmernts

Shoert stop at Maryilang
House. Play tape last
172 hocur of trip.

Do rict exit bus. Poirnt
cut Turrer's arnd Fox's
Gaps.

At this paint, if Washirgtor Momument tcwer Fined, mctor

to too of Jurrer's Gap, stop bus, walk to monunent, and

review terrain on east side of Scuth Mcurtair.

Rdd cre

{1) hour to schedule fer this trip.

111@-31=a

1130-1200

NOTE»

Motor to intersecticm
of Mourtairm Church Rd
& Baplarnd Rd

Stop at War Corres-—
pondernt's Memcrial at
Cramptcm's Gap

Moter toa intersecticon
af MDE7 ard MD3ISQ.

motor o MD3I4B west tos
Balivar Hots at Harper's
Ferry. Walk to "Firne
Predicament” plague.

At Eclivar Hpts

Students will ext their lurches

bus cr while walking about.

At Bolivar Hphts -

Motor to Harper's
Ferry.

Stop at rivers!

Talk abcut & poainrt cut
Munferd/Barham Confed-
erate positiocms in front
of Cramptcr's Bap

Studernts talk. See
Instructor Guide.
{Tailets here)

Pairt cut Marylarnd Hots
orn E1R Ridpe

Point cut Poctomac River
irstc VA, Poirt cut Har-
per's Ferry, Maryland
Hots, Leudem Hohts.

Studerts talk.
Instr. Guide.

See
wher they wish on the

Service.

Ser Instr. Guide.



1S3e-1c0a
166G-1630

163ﬁ—qn

Q7 5Q——A7S2

@752-e8ez

G802-0823

a8za-a825

@B845-@3Ba05

23850310

@51 0-¢350

G338-A343

@FA5-1015

1&15-1635

1@35-1a45

18451 100

11@@-112@

% El
B
e et

cdﬁv- géﬁce af
Harpers'! Ferry
Motor to Fredericl.

Check in to accomoo v iors.

i =

Studerts explore town.'

Small Group Instruc - tame.

Mocteor From Hotel or @i
to MD34 at Bocormsbor:

Moter {left) cr MD3s
to MDES {(right) to
Antietanm parking los
{right)

Assewmble at carriorns
by Visitor's Center

KWalk to Durker Cheoh

Stop #1 in Durker
Church

Walk down Smoketown
RC'B da

Stop #2 at Yellow
Curve Sign

Walk down Smoketown
Rd arg Marnsfield Ave

Stop #3 at Brown
Garbage Carn by Ncrth
Woods on Mansfield

Walk dowrn Hagerstown
Rd to Corrfield Ave

Stop #4 at Wide Spot
ot Cornfield RAve.

Walk to West Wocods.
Stoep-#5 is 2d Corps
spire mornumert in

West Hoods

Walkh dowrn Smoketowrn
Ad to Mumma Cemetary.

Play tape.

Play tape.

Give gecrpgraphical orie-
rit at icir., {Powell talks
about carnrmcors)

See Irnstr. Guide. {Powell
talks about civiliarns &
church)

See Instr. Guide

Students talk. {Powell
arecdotes on 1st Corps)
See Instr. Guide.

{Powell arecdotes o
Cormfield) See Instr.
tuide.

Studerts talk. {(Powel]
arrecdotes on West Woods)
Sep Instr. Guide.



li1z@-113@

1136-1155

13451400

14Q@0-14@5
1405-141@

1416-1445

1445-1450

14581455

Stop #6 is Mumma
Cenmet ary,

Walk dowri Mumma Lare
to SBuriker Road

Stop #7 is Blocdy Lare.

Board bus ard var.

Bus wmectcrs to Burrside
Bridne.

Walk across bridge to
opers area by creek.

Stop #8 is Burnside

Bridge area.

Recross bridge.

Board bus.

Mcter to corver of
Branch Ave ard Harper's
Ferry Road.

Stop #3 is corrver of
road.

Beard bus.
Moter to cemetary.

Stop #1@ is cemetary.

Board bus.

Motocr backh to Visitors
Cernter

15 - o,

{(Pcwell anecdctes on
Sumner/French/Richardsorn)
See Instr. Buide.

Studerts talk. {(Powell
amecdotes on BHloody Larne)
See Irmstr. Guide. Stu-
derts walk irm lare with
pix, eat lurnch, no to

t cwer.

Lets studernts off at park
area belocw Bridge. Ther
bus goes to toap parkinng
ict.

Studernts talk. {(Pcocwell
anecdotes o Burnside)
See Irstr. Guide.

Studerts talk. {(Powell
anecdotes on Tocombs)
Sep Irstr. Guide.

Studerts talk. 9Pcwell
amecdotes orn A.P. Hill)
See Irnstr. Guide.

See Irstr. Guide. Fol-
lewmwed by service at
cemetary.



Irtegration Phase See Instr.

urider trees across
street from Duriker Chch

Visiter's Cernter Studert time.

Moter cut of parkirg lot,
turn left onto 65, left
crta 34, Ga to Beoeornsboro
turry right ornto 4@R. 4&R
to 1-7@E to I-635N to
I-33N ta Exit 7o.

Stop erroute, eat supper.

Mcter I—35SN to Ft Mormcouth.

You dorn't oet
back corn I1-95N where

you got off.



After the baitle of Chantilly (or Ox Hill), August 30, 1862, a sharp
clash in the aftermath of Second Manassas, Genersl John Pope's
luckiess Army of Virginia was absorbed Into the greater Army of
the Potomac under the splendid organizer, Major General
George B. McClellan. Meanwhile, General Robert E. Lee's victory-
flushed Army of Northern Virginia iaunched lts first invasion of
the North. The map shows the route of each army in the opening
phases of the Maryland Campaign. In Frederick on September 9,
a few days march ahead of McClellan's pursuit, Lee formulated
his famous Special Orders #191.

Scale: 1" = 10 miles
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STOP:  Scuth Mourtain A~ Rolivar Road

SITUATION:

TEACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

Scuth Mcurtain is a military barrier, begirming at

the Pctomac River and rurning 5@ miles north, cresting at
1020-130@ feet. It has 4 practicable crossings from rorth
to south - Turrers', Fox's, Crampton's, and Brownsville
Gaps. It shielded Lee's movemernts from MeClellar.,

Z28® hcurs, 13 September: Lee receives message from
Stuart that Federals have kriowledge of Order #131. D.H..
Hill is crdered to defernd Turrer's Gap with Stuart. Lorng-
street is to move at iIst light to support.

260, 14 September: Hill moves into place at Turrer's
Gap. Stuart has moved mest of his cavalry to Crampton's
Bap in the scuth, Hill has ome brigade at Turrer's
{Colguitt) arnd ore at Fou's (Garlarnd).

@30@, 14 September: Cox's Divisicn of Burmside's IX Corps
moves up to attack Foo's Gap.

- Effect of terrain {Scuth Mourtairn passes)

Principle of War: Security {(Lee's screernirng of his
foree)

- Prirvciple of MHar: Surprise (McClellan's failure to move
immediately uponm receivirng Order #131-18 hcurs lost)

Ncre ' | -



STOR: Scuth
{Ncte:

SITUATION:

TEACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

Mcurtdain B- Washirgton Park Tower, Turner's Sap
May rct be possible, due to tower repair werk)

@32@ hcurs, Cox's Divisicrn of Burrmside's IX Corps attacks
Fox's Bap. Confederates cutrumbered 3 to 1. Bripade Cdr
Garland mortally weourded, arnd his troops pushed cut.

130@ hours, Corfederate reinfercements arrive and fight at
Fcu's Gap contirues.

16@0@ hours. Remairder of IX Corps divisions attack up
Fox's Gap, led by Gern Rerc {who is killed). Hatch's ard
Measde's divisicns of Hocker's I Corps attack Turrner's Gap.
Federals fight up to the tcp of becth gaps by nightfall,
but are not able to break out irtc the valley beyond.
Federals lost 1800 men, Ceorfederates 230@.

= Face of battle

- Operatioral art of war (Confederate deferise of the

passes. Meade's attempt to hook arocund the rnorth ernd
of Turrer's Gap)

—~Chaplain Nichalas A. Davis, 4th Texas Infantry, Hcod's
Bde, "Several attempts were made to charge cur lines;
but they were orly able to utter a few huzzas ard meve
up but a few paces, wher arcther valley wcoculd check ard
cause them tc waver and stangoer like drurker mer.
Finally the expected *forward” was heard, and ther came
the full grown shout of success, which always tells what
the Texars are doing, wher they struggle for victeory in
the presenmce of mighty foes.”

—Chaplain Gecrge Swith, Phillips' Becrgia L egiem, Col-
quitt's Brigade, Hill's Divisicr, *The regimernt was riow
retreating in a broken ard confused marmer. Orne of the
bays, Gus Tomlinsory in tears, said: 'Barsor, we've beern
whipped; the regiment is retreating. "Ard rore to scorm
either,' said I, 'fer we are surrcurnded o a1l sides but
cre.’ Just ther I felt a strarnpe dizziress and fell, my
arm droppirg 1ifeless by my side. I hrew that I was hit,
and I thought mortally wounded. But where was I hit?
Was my arm torn off by a shell? Ne, here that is. Was I
shat through the breast? cw-yes-here it wac—blood was
ourgling from my threoat. The dear boys rushed to nme,
i1aid me cut o a blarket arnd bore me of f the field., I
thought I was mortally wourded; so did they., 'Yes,
parscn, ® said they, 'it's all up with ycu.'”
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STOPR: Scuth Mourtain C- War Corresperdent's Memcrial, Evampter's Gap

SITUATIDN:

TEACHING
PDINTS

12@@ hcurs, 14 September. Frarklin's VI Corps units
arrive at Crampton's Bap. It is deferded at the bottcm of
the pass by Parham's Bripade of Arndersor's BDivisiorn arnd
Muriford's small brigade of cavalrymen from Stuart's pay-—
alry division. Franklin has 12, 300 ner.

14@@ hours. Slocum's divisiorn of VI Corps begirs
excharnpirg fire with the Cornfederates, but Frarklin is
too timid to attack. Firnally, at 1600 hcours, Slocum
attacks cn his own imitiative, and rcut the rebels.

Confederates ran through the gap to the other side, where
they were put urder cortrol by meeting fresh reinferce-
merts. Formed a battle lirme ir Pleasant Valley betweer,
the Bap ard Harper's Ferry, visible to the advarcing
Federals {(who were coming over the Gap crest). Frarnklin
halts as darkrmess falis.,

- Principle of War: Offernsive (Frarnklir's failure to
exploit the initiative imnediately)

- Leadership (Frarnklir's timidity vs Slocum's agpressive-—
NiPsES.

- Prirnciple of War: Objective {(Frarnklin's satisfaction
with the limited objective of Eramptcr's Bap as opposed
tc the real cbjective of Harper's Ferry)

~ Prirnciple of War: Simplicity (McCilellan's failure to
issue clear, cercise orders to Frarklin, “Havirng pained
the pass, yocur duty will be first to rcut of fy, destray,
cr capture MclLaws' commarnd ard relieve Col Miles...my
gereral idea is to cut the eremy ir twoe arnd beat him in
detail...¥ ask of you, at this impcrtant moment, alil
your irtellect ard the utmost activity that a gereral
car; exercise,” thern "...granted the latitude ta charnge
aryy of the details of this crder as circumstarnces may
charge, provided the purpese is carried cut, ” There was
nothirg said of any advarce earlier than 'daybreak in
the marning' ard as if urnderscore that timetable,
Franklin's crders were rnot sent urtil 1B2@ or 13 Sep. )
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STOP: Harper's Ferry A, Bolivar Heinphts

SITUATIDON:

"TERCHING
PDINTS

MIBNETTES

3 September: QAfter ascertaining that Harper's Ferry
will not be evacuated, Lee issues Special Order #1831,
directing its rapture by Jackson's Corps.

Uriicr: dispesiticns were ist arnd 2d Brigades {(700& mer)
crs Bolivar Heights, 3rd Bripade {(2@@@ mern) orn Marylarnd

Heights, ard 4th Brigade (20@@ mer) with 1% puns on
Camp Hill.

12 September: Mclaws' divisiorn reaches Maryland Heights
by dark, but dcesr't attack (8@@Q mer)

#6306 hcurs, 13 September: Mclaws attacks arnd pushes the
Federals off Marylarnd Heights by 153@. Posts carnrcern to
fire on Bolivar Heights. At 1200, Walker's BEripade of
Ewell's divisior reaches Locudourn Heights, and Jacksor
{14, @0@ wer) cccupies Schcocl House Ridge, 1000 yards west

of Boclivar Heights. Federals are row cutgurmed and
surrounded.

16@d, 34 September. UWalker drags S gurns up to top of
rugped lLcudon Heights... because of its "impassability”
the Federals had not deferded it. At 1406, Walker bepirs

firirg on Bolivar Heights arwd cther Confederate batteries
Join ir. '

In late afterrncor, Mecblaws sernds 2 brigades to help
deferd Cramptcon's Gap.

= Legistical Corvsiderations {(Lee's decisicrn to take
Harper's Ferry tc use as a base of trarnsportation and

ciear his lines of supply back irnte the Shererdcah
Valley)

- Effect of terrairn (Demivarce of Marylard Heights)

- Principle of War: Surprise {(Walker's placirg carrmon
atop Loudeurn's Heights)

- Prirnciple of War: Security {(Mile's failure to Ffortify
the crest of Marylard Heights or Solemor's Gap, the
enly practicable approach to the crest from the ncrth)

~ Unit cchesicn (Mile's placemernt of greern trcops {126th

New York inm the army only 2§ days) to defend Maryland
Heights)

- Norme




£

-

T e bl A

deemed secure, Miles returned to

NI

B R .H.,M., oE S
a%% T

., fnw

ridge possessing lhomas Ford's

ROl )
v M
; 43}.. &wf.‘ ..a{..s.-...
2 Aam_.rw(nh&r AL kg

%%

4

I e E R R

e “ Pyl G.
e X }n-““s .v...w

T

i
13

3s2vr 1

.w.h...e .L..‘Gf., Al
?w.. %3 &\.,”f...

3
Haiy

?ﬂ?\?jﬁ
™™ ) -

\/\l

S Bps@ER

45 nmg £

2 RS hEESAEE
m = MCH mm i .mmmm
R

RS CEMHBE ‘mmm
o= =V’ iuwn_.....i} T
qﬂ“ = _.‘m“ l.ﬂﬁ“ ..‘“

= = Hiubmah i

=/ B BRdEE

= v .“..1a§
SR ELE

trie gt G Al ol <

§ 33 I o i

m

133134

el

ST B

gikes

B 33 A1 85 If g I
EERL
: h ot waly o
wid - mwﬂ.{.:m iR
gEEdae
IEHER
..1...‘mi_usm »
hb&wwm |
tist 8 3 3 i |
EEEESLE
:I.t.ﬂmﬂaﬂ.,%u“.mmm
EAZEL G
2 i I L e g
HE R
o e w3 A i mﬂmm“
REEY R
ul..uuﬁ.uun..mw.“lﬁ“_

Bn mountain road (white sireak in trees,
upper right) with Confederates advanc-
ing behind them. Much of the fighting on
Maryland Helghis occurred on the crest
of the ridge at left.
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STOP: Harper's Ferry B, overlcoking old railrcad bridge at corver-
gence of rivers

SITUATION:

TERACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

200a, 14 September. Col Grimes Davis escapes cver the
pantocr bridpe with his 2000 Federal cavalry — a clean
breakout.

Late everirng, 146 September. Jacksom serds his messane

to Lee, sayirg he will take Harper's Ferry the rext day.
@60Q, 15 September. Confederate bombardwent begins again.
By @80@, Federals had expended all their lomg-rarge ammc.
COL White crders the surrender, and shortly thereafter,

is mortally wecunded by artilliery Tire froam Loudoun Heights.
EG White, the commander of the troops who had come in to
Harper's Ferry from Martinsburg (18 miles NW), surrendered
to Jacksor.

Booty included 11,508 priscrers, 13,00@ small arms, 200
waporns, 73 pieces of artilliery, arnd abundarnt supplies.

- Operatioral art {(Jacksern's corduct of the siege)

- Leadership (Davis' daring escape with his cavalry)

-Hemry Kyd Douplas, aide to Jackscor, when BG White,
resplendent in a best dress uniform, surrendered to
Jackhsor, ... "he must have beern somewhat astonished teo
Firnd irn Gerneral Jackson the worst dressed, worst mounted,
most faded and dingy laocking gereral he had every seern
armyorme surrender to... AND

A captured Federal to his fellow scoldiers irn Harper's
Ferry, upcn seeing Jacksorn ride by, * he ism't much for

locks, but iFf we'd had him we wculdrn't have beern caught
i this trap.”

Heriry Kyd Douglas; aide to Jackson, o COL Miles,” The
memcry of COL Miles has beer harshly dealt with by his
own people. He has been charped with cowardice ang
treachery at Harper's Ferry. He died with his face to
the foe, and he should not be called a coward. Worse yet
is the charpe of treachery, for the orime is woerse. It
was said he had communicated with Jacksern arnd had surrer—
dered accordirng to apreemernt. Such a charge is like
stoming the dead. As closely as I was associated with
Bermyral Jackscorn ivn this movemernt, I rever had a suspicrion
of such an arrangement; nc member of the staff ever heard
of ity rno one in cur army believed it,.."
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STOP #;

SITUATION:

TERCHING -
POINTS

VIGNETTES:

Assembly area by carmons, facing east

September 18. Lee has organized his line of battle in
defersive formatior to the epast of Sharpsburn. His
dispoasitions are:

= Jackson's corps (minus A.P, Hill's division) placed

to the north of the towr.

- Btuart on Niccdemus Hill with 1% guns.

= S.D. Lee rear the Visitor's Certer with 4 batteries,
D.H. Hill's diviscrm positicred in and arcund a
suriken farm road in the center.

Lorgstreet's corps (minus MclLaws and Anderson) scuth
of Sharpsburg guarding the Lower Eridge.
McClellan's Army of the Petamac is movirng as Toellows:

- Hooker's 1 Ccrps crossed the Upper Bridpe at 1600,
had a preliminary firefight with Hood's division in
the Ncrth ard East Weods, and bivouacked at surset
Just rcrth of the Ncerth Woods {Pafferiberger Farm).
Marsfield's XII Corps crosses Upper Bridge at about
2400 and bivcuacks orme mile behind Hooker,

Sumrer's II Cocrps bivouacs behind Antietam Creek

between the Upper and Middle Bridges.

Burrside's IX Corps overlcoked the Lower Eridge.

- Porter's V Corps ard Pleasarton's entire cavalry

divisicrn (4302 hcrsenen) were behind the Rritietam as
the reserve.

- Gerneral orierntation of the terrain

Artillery tactics ard placement

- Principle of War: Surprise

Lt. Ber. James Lorngstreet, Corps Cdr, Army of Northern
Virginia: *On the forerncor: of the iSthy, the blue
uniforns of the Federals appeared amorig the trees that
crowned the heights orn the eastern bark of the Artietam.
The number irncreased, and larger and larger grew the
field of the blue urtil it seemed to stretch as far as
the eye could see, ard from the tops of the mourtains

docwrr to the edges of the stream pathered the oreat army
of McClellar. ”




S5TOP #: 1,

SITUATION:

TEACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

The Duriker Church

17 September. Same situatiorn as above. Civilians are
irn gnd arcurd the battlefield. Dunker Church is a small,
plain, whitewashed brick building set imto a patch of
woods.  Marny of the scldiers tcek it for a schoolhcuse, -
but it was a church of the Gerwar Baptist Brethrer, a
gertle ard pacifist sect that shurmed such vanities of
the woerld as church steeples and whose baptism by total
immersicor, led pecple to call them Durkers.

- Pericd before the battle, to include poessible brief
descripticen of the Marylarnd Campaign

= Civilian thoughts and backogrcurd

— Mary Bedinger Mitchell, resident of Shepherdstowr, *
As night drew rnearer, whispers of a great battle to be
fought the rext day grew locuder, and we shuddered at
the prospect, for battles had cowme tc mean teo us, as
they never had before, bleoccd, wournds, ard death.”




STOP #: 2,

SITURTION:

TEACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES:

L g
R LR A

Yellcw Curve Sign orr Smoketcowr Road

i6 September. Jackscrn possessed 7, 70@ mern facing Hooker's
I Corps, facing ncrth. Orn Jackson's left, anchored in the
West Wocds, was John R. Jores' 4 bripades (formerly Jack-
scn's old divisicm)., Oy Jackscn's right was Ewells' old
divisicon, urder Alexander Lawtcri. He had-a brigade in the
pasture imnediately socuth of the Corrnfield, and a brigade
straddlirg the Smcketcowrn Road cn the Mumma Farm. Hood's
division had skirmished with Hooker's men that rnight ard
pulled back to the West Woods to be a reserve and eat a
hot meal. The Mumma Farw was burnirg, set afire by D.H.

Hill's mer to prevent it beirng used as a Yarkee stronp—
point.

- Effects of terrain (folds ir pround, Jackson facirng
north, lack of urdergrowth ir East Woods as we walk)

- Principle of War: Security

- PVT Ezra E. Stickley, Ceompany A, Sth Virginia Infantry,
Jackscn's Division, ®*...I began to feel wretchedly faint

of heart, fcor it seemed timely that the coming of battle
meant my certain death.”

- PVT Miles C. Huyette, Company B, 125th Permsylvania Ir—
fartry,” We were massed ir column by company in a corrn-—
field; the rnipht was close, air heavy...some rainfall
.=+ The air was perfumed with a mninture of crushed green
corn stalks, ragweed ard clover. We made cur beds bet-

weern rows of corrn and would rot remove ocur
accoutermernts, ¥

Lo At R




STOP

SITUATION: 17 September, daybreak.

TERCHING
PDINTS

VIGNETTES

3, Brown garbage can by Nerth Wocds or Mansfield Avenue

Hooker's I Corps moves out of
the North Woods scuth across the Miller Farm, with the
«byective as the Durker Church. Doubleday's Division
mevirg dewrn the Hagerstown Pike on the right, Meade's
Divisicr mevirg through the Cornfield, and Rickett's
Divisicn attacking thrcugh the East Weods on the left.

Df the Corfederates, J.R. Jores' division ergages Double-
day, ard Lawtcn ergages Meade ard Ricketts. Stuart's
artillery on Niccdemus Hill hits Dcubleday, and S.D.

Lee's artillery at the Visitcr's Center hits Meade and
Ricketts.

- Face of battle

- Combired arms cperatiors (Confederate infartry ard
artillery)

- Effects of terrain {(point out Ffolds in the ground as
we walk the Haperstown Pike)

= Prirnciple of MWar: dbgective {Hooker arnd the Durker
Church, no effort to take Nicodemus Hill)

~ Privnciple of War: Mass {(McClellan's holding his
erstire cavalry division in reserve)

— Relaticmship of techrolongy to deoctrine {advarice in rarks
acrass the Cornfield, and the Confederates rcot dug in)

Charles Carlton Coffin, Army Correspcrdent, Boston
Jeurnal, " It was no lorger alore the boom of the bat-
teries, but a rattie of musketry-—at first like
pattering draps upon a rocf; then a roll, orash, roar,
and rush, like a miphty ccean billow upen the shore,
chafirng the pebbles, wave con wave, with deep and heavy

explosiorns of the batteries, like the crashirng of
thurnderbalts, ®

Army Correspondert, New York Herald, “It is beyornd all
werider how mer such as these rebel troops are—-can fight
85 they do. That those rapgged and fifthy wretches,
sicks hurgry, arnd, irn all ways miserable, shculd prove
such herces ir, the fight, is past explanaticm. Men
never fought betier. There was cre regimert that stocd
up befere the fire of two cr three of cur lernnp range
batteries, ard two regiments of infartry. Ard though




STOP #;:
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the air was vocal with the whistie of bullets and the

scream of shells, there they stocd, and delivered their
fire in perfect corder,”

- Majcr Nerthrup, 37th New York Infartry, Rickett's Divi-

sicn, * The men tripped cver rocts in the dim light of
dawrn, pulled themselves tcgether, and plurined into the
Cernfield, a blood-spattered mass of stalks and ears ard
leaves. They stumbled cver the badies of Ceornfederate
dead and wourded.....humar thrcats had rnot charnce above
the rattle of musketry and the bocmirg of carmcr.
Officers yellirg orders were rcot heard. Regimerts tried
ta close rarnks but became hopelessly separated. ™




RHMIpIg

~
o it

"-m_.u...“.
11 .n._...

19,4

-~ 2 .,

-~
.

TAC...
y 1862

AT

September 17
Morning Phase §:00 a.m.. 5130 a.m.

OPENING




e

PR

CONFEDERATE DEAD ALONG iAGERSTOWN PIKE

P

e it -

“
|
i
1
.

R
1

.

.o

' 1

4

i

i

I

i

3

is

T

MODERN PHOTOGRAPH
OF SAME SCENE




R :’;5‘#‘*“:"5 S
N R

" STOP #: 4, Wide Spot on Corrnfield Averue

SITUATION: Hocker's 1 Corps has pushed through the East Wocods arnd
the Cornfield with heavy losses to itself and Lawtor's

(Comfederate ) divigsicor. Riso, the Federals have agvarced
down Hagerstown Pike to the West Woods.

bart of J.R. Jores! {Corifederate) divisicrn courterattacks
Doubleday's (Federal) divisicr on Hagerstown Pike, stop—
pirg its advarce. Nt 0700, Hocd's divisicn (2300 mern)

counterattacks thru the Corvifield arnd irte the East Wooods.
st Texas suffers 83% casualties.

Mansfield's XII Ccops (720Q men) attacks at a73@, with
Williams' divisior on the right into the Cornfield ard
Ereeve's divisicrn on the left through the East Woods.

Confederates from D.H, Hill's divisiorn (from the certer of
the Confederate line) try to reinforce Hood's division at

the scuth cocrrer of the East Wecds, but are brushed aside

by Greere's advarcing divisicor.

Greere's divisiorn advarces to the operi area in front of
the Duriker Church. Hooker is wounded ard evacuated, ard
Mansfield hilled during the fighting.

TEACHING
PDINTS - Face of battle

- Dperational art of war (Lee's shifting units from his
center and right to support his left)

= Unity of Ccommand {(effect of Hooker's wounding ard Marns-—
fields' death)

= Principle of War: Mass (McClellan's failure to have
Marisfield properly support Hooker's attach)

VIGNETTES

'

Ma) Ber Joseph Hooker, Cdr, I Coarps,” In the tine I am
writirvm every stalk of corn in the rorthern ard greater
part of the field was cut as clesely as could have beern
with a knife, ard the siairn lay in rows precisely as

they had stood in their rarks a few momerts before. It

was rnever my forture to witress a more blocdy, dismal
battlefield.”

~ Chaplain Richard Eddy, 6@th New York Infartry, Greere's
divisicrn, XII Corps, " I roticed one rebel with Five
shots through his head., He was hreeling orn one knee, his
gur: iying ors his left hard, as though he had just beer in
the act of taking aim....others were in a sitting




STOP #: 4 (Comtinued)

pcesiture; sowe were lying ow their side, as if asleep;
some were lyirng on their backs, with arms cutstretched,

ard firgers spread, as if they were clutchirng or Keepirg
off a foe.®

- Urkrncwr, letter, 83rd New York Infantry, Rickett's divi-
sicry, I Corps, "Our brigade suffered badly; were urder a
galling fire two hcocurs arnd tern minutes....our cocmpany
lest 13 wourded cut of 23. Two of cur company were shot
ivn frort of we and two who were behind me, arnd 1 have rnot
a scratch. Just irn fromt of us a house was burning
{Mumma’s farm), ard the fire ard smoke, flashirng of mus-—
kets and whizzirg of bullets, yells of the mern were
perfectly horrible...when men lie from Wedresday to
Surday with wounds urndressed, I feel as if Glery did not
count for much...”
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SITUATION:

TEACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

II Corps spire monumert in West Woods

@30@ hours. Sumrer's 11 Corps, with Sedgwick's division
in the lead, has crossed Antietam Creek ard reached the
East Woods. Frerch's ard Richardscn's divisions were
still advarcing from behind., Sedgwick's division is led
by Sumrer acroass the fields into the West Woods, where
Jackscn's Confederates have retreated to.

McLaw's divisicarn arrives at the lewer, scuthern part of
the West Woods after marching mast of the last 29 hours.
They take up positiors facing north.

Sedogwick advarces in 3 parallel brigade-wide battle lires,
S@@ yards wide ard 5@ yards apart. The first lire went
thru the Uest Wacds to the cther side, and were
slauphtered by the waiting Rebels as they emerped.

McLaws' divisicn courterattacks Sedgwick's left flark
at the bottom of the West Woods, and ralls it up to the
ncrth., Casualties are 2355 ocut of S40@., Sedgwick
retreats up the Hagerstown Pike back toward the Poffer-
berper Farm where I Ccrps had already gore.

- Face of battle

- Prirciple of War: Offensive {How Lee seized the imiti-
ative from Sumrier with MeLaws'! counterattack)

~ Prirnciple of War: Marnuever (same as abcve)

- Principle of War: Leadership (McClellarn's fajlufe to
eliminate the piecemeal attacks by his corps)

Principle of War: Security (Sumrer's failure to listen
to Gern Williams, the acting XII Cerps Cdr)

- Brig Ber Alpheus Williams, Actirng Cdr of XI1 Corps upomn
Mansfield's death,” ...Sumrer (is of the type of)
generals who would come up with their commands and pitch
in at the first point withcut consultaticr with those
wha krew the grournd or without recormcitering cor looking
for the effective points of attack.”

— Charles Carltcm Coffin, Army Correspordent, Bostorn Jeur-
naly” I recall a Unicon scldier lying rear the Durnker
Church with his face turrned upward, ard his pocket Bible
oper upon his breast. I lifted the valume ard read the
words: "Theugh I walk through the valley of the shadow




STOP #: S {(Cortinued):

of death, I will fear rc evil; for thou art with me.
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.” Upon the
flyleaf were the wcrds,”We hope and pray that you may

be permitted by kirnd Providence, after the war is over,
to retury,®

Lieut. H.W. Seaford, 34th New York Infantry, Sedgwick's
divisicm, * Surrerder cr death seemed to be the cnly
thirng in sight. 7o secure liberty, the Corrnfield must _
be recrossed, over the bodies of the dead and dying, nct
by the rcute we had come (from the East Woods) but by

a circuitous rcute, in the face of a destructive fire

of musketry at short range. It is a wystery that will
riever be solved, how it was possible for any cre to pass
through such a death-trap ard live to reccrd the fact.
Marry of the men fell frcm exhaustiorn; arnd were swept
bereath the wave, like the urdertocw of an ccean beach.”



SITUATIDN:

TEACHING
PRINTSE

VIGNETTES

STOP #: &, Mumma Cemet ary

@33@a hcurs. The next division of Sumrer's 11 Corps.
Frerch's divisicor, arrives at the East Wcoods and there
is no sign of where Sedgwick's division {(with Sumrer

in frort of it) had gore. Frerneh rnoted the Union trocops
arcurnd Duriker Church {(Greere's divisiorn of XI1I-Corps),
perhaps thounht they were Sedgwick, arnd moved off to

attack on their left (which was the Cornfederate middle-
the Sunken Road).

Richardsenm's division of 11 Cerps was behind Frerch and
moved to assist him whern be saw French erigaged.

- Leadership {Sumrmer's failure to be where he was rneeded
toa direct the battle)

- Principle of War: Becurity (French's failure to recorn-—
naitor the situvaticorm in the East Woods)

NONE
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,, e==— The Battle of Antietam . —
) FIGHT AT BLOODY LANE 5
) September 17, 1862

Midday Phave $:38 a.m.-188 p.m.




STOP #: 7., Eloogdy Lane

SITURTION:

TEACHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

10@@ hcurs. Frerch's division (5706 men) of 11 Corps
attacks Harvey Hill's Confederate division (2508 wen)

at the Surken Road. His brigades are repulsed with very
heavy losses ($175q).

Richardscr's divisiem is tco far behind to support Frernch,
but not toc far to try the same tactics again. Lee's last
reserve, Arderscrn's divisicn, is moved up to suppert Hill.

Richardsen's mer suffer heavy losses. Orne of Richardson's
brigades (Caldwell) flardts the Confederate Surnien Road on
its right, and delivers enfiladirng fire down the ripht
half of the rcad. Ancther brigade (Meagher's) peretrates
at the tip of the rcad saliert (ir the middle) and deli-
vers enfilading fire down the left half of the road.

The Cornfederates retreat and Richardson's division
cantirnues to advarce past the road. Several small Cor-
federate courterattacks fail to stop the Federals, but
gain time. Richardsom is killed. A Confederate Artiliery
courterattack from Piper's Farm halts the Federals, with
Lerngstreet perscrmally at the guns himself. MWith no
further suppert in sight, the Federals pull back.

— Face of battle
- Combired arms cperatiors (role of the artillery)

Unit cohension (Posey's trying to relieve crowded cor-
diticrns by extricating his Mississippians on the right
causes the Confederate right to collapse, and Lightfoot
tryirng to get bhis wen cut of enfiladirg fire o the left
causes the Cornfederate left to collapse)

Effects of terrain {(Confederates "dug irn” on the Surken
Road

Principle of War: Mass (McClellan's refusal to reinforce
his right or his certer.

~Excerpt from the BEsltimcre Americarn, from a scidier in
Richardscm's division, ” Passing back again...Z Rebel
cclerels and 1| brigadier were found or the ground, arnd
interspersed with the multitudes of their fallern were
sc marry of those in the Naticral urmiform that at cre
glarce ore might see how fearful was the cost of the
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victery., Uporr ore dead body was fourd a large black
don, dead alsc from scome charce shot which had struck
him whilst stretched uporn his master's corpse carress-—
irmly, his fcre—-paws acrcoss the man's breast. ”

David Judd, New York Times Correspondent, * ...enterirg
Bloody Lane, the mest appalling sight of ail meets our
eye. Here cur boys succeeded in getting a cross fire

cr the Rebels, and they lie in heaps from cre erd of the
lare to the other. Retreat, they couldg rct, surrender,
they would rnot.”

David Judd, New York Times Correspordent, "The Chaplain
is kreelirg in prayer-with a ycurnn Scouth Caraliniar, whao
was shot through the hip ard afterwards had his arm
brokern arnd fingers taken of f by a shell, as he lay
stretched upor his back. There are pocols of blccd all
arcund, and we have to pick cur way carefully to avaid
trampivng upon the prostrate forms.







Harpers Farry Rosd

\ The Battle of Antietam
THE FINAL ASSAULT

September I7, 1862
, Alvernoon Fhase 188 p.n.-5:30 p.m.
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STOP #: B, Open area on Union side of Burnside Bridge

SITURTION: Ey @70@, Burnside alerted to expect the order to open his
attack ov the Rohrbach {Lower) Bridge. About 1000 hours,
Burnside received MeClellan's @914 order. Scammcr's
divisicr to assault the bridge, ard Rodman's division
meves of f to ford the Antietam downstream. No pricr
attempt is made to reccrmciter the area.

Eridpe deferded by 4@ Beorpgiars under Tocmbs, supported
by five batteries artillery.

Two assaults or bridoge beatern off. Rodman's divisicn
firds designated ferd is urnusable.

Third attempt at bridpe succeeds as Gecrpgians bengin to run
out of ammuniticn at 138@. Sturgis'division crosses arnd
conscol idatesy Rodwan's division finds a differert Ford and
cresses.  They advance to take Sharpsburg at 1500,

D.R. Jories' divisicrn remainirg trcops to deferd in fronmt
«f Harpers' Ferry Rcad. Burrside advarces with Willcox
divisicrs on his right, Sturgis in the center, and Rodman
en the left. D.R. Jores heavily cutrnumbered and starts tc
col lapse—Sharpsburg about te fFall.

TEACHING
POINTS
- Fare of battle
- Effect of terrain (Tocmbs!' Becrgians on the bluff)
~ Prirciple of War: Offensive (McClellan's failure to use
Burnside early as a diversior. Burnside's failure to move
cut promptly upor taking the bridge)
- Prirvnciple of War: Surprise (Burveside's Ffailure to properly
reccrmaiter beforehand)
VIGNETTES

~Lieut. Matthew J. Graham, 3th New Yeork Infantry, Rodmarn's
divisicrm,” 1 was lyirg on my back, supported on my elbows,
watching the shells explcde cverhead and speculating as ta
hcw lorng I could hold up my firmper before it weuld be shot
off, for the very air seemed full of bullets, wher the
crder ta get up was given., I turred cver quickly to lock

at Col. Kimball, who had piven the order, thirking he had
become suddently insare. ”

— History of the 35th Massachusetts Infartry, Sturgis' divi-
sicry, ” The forece of a wini bail or piete of shell strikiyg
arny sclid portion of a person is astonishing: it comes like
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8 {continued)

a blew from a siedgehammer, arnd the recipiernt finds
himself sprawlirng orr the ground before he is cornscicus

of being hit; then he feels about for the wournd, the
berumbing blew deadenivim sernsatior fcr a few momerts.
Unless struck in the head cr about the heart, mern mortally
woeurnded live scmwe time, ofter in preat pain, and toss
about o the grournd,”

Histery of the 35th Massachusetts Infantry, Sturgis' divi-
siory ¥ A good mary shot ard shell came over us during the
follewing twoe hours, but we were st well sheltered as to be
able to read cur hcme letters, without much darger of
getting owr heads knocked off...The color guard were
grouped close topether while ore of them was reading aloud
from & newspaper, whevn a shell descerded irdo their midst
as if frcm the sky, buried itself in the grourd and
explcded, blowing colors ard guard in all directicons,”
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STOR #: 3, Correr of Harpers' Ferry Rcad ard Brarch Averue

Burriside's IX Corps movimg irte Sharpsburg. D.R.
Jones' defersive lire collapsing...if Sharpsburg
falls, Lee's retreat lire to the Potamac is cut off.

SITUATION:

AT 1830, A.P., Hill's lipht divisiow arrives, having
marched 17 miles in 8 hours, Withcout stoppivg to
rest, he immediately attacked Rodman's divisicn on
Burnside's left flamk. IX Corps retreated back tc
the Lower Bridpe whew Burriside fournd he would rct
receive any reinforcemernts.

TERCHING
POINTS

- Dynamics of battle (the facteor of "luchk®)
= Leadership (A.P. Hill's march from Harpers' Ferry.

- Principle of Har: Surprise (Hill's attack on Burrn-
side's right flark)

- Prirnciple of War: Security {(Burnside's failure to
screen his flark to prevent surprise)

= Privciple of War: Offernsive (McClellan's failure
tce exploit Burrside's success and apainst Hill's
courterattack, ever though he had Pcrter's V Corps,
mest of Frarklin's VI Corps, ard Pleasanton's
cavalry divisicnm waitirg in reserve).

VIGNETTES

- Nore
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SITURTION:

TERCHING
POINTS

VIGNETTES

Artietanm Cemetary

The battle of Artiptan is over. Lee's Army of
Northern Virginia, badly hurt, stcod ready te do
battle that night and the rext day. McClellan,

however, remained iy character, sa fearful of losirg
that he would rict risk wirminng.

The rnight of the §7 September arnd the day of 18 Sep-
tember were spert censalidating units,; carimg for the

wournded. Lee slipped away across the Potomac with
his army that rnight, '

- Face of the afitermath of battle

Leadership (McCiellan's failure to attack or the
18th)

— Mary Bedirger Mitchell, residert of Shepherdstowr,
" When right came we cculd still hear the sullen
purns and hoarse, indefinite murnurs that succeeded
the day's turmcil. That night was dark ard lcwerinng
ard the air heavy ard dull., Acoross the river,
irmunmeral campfires were blazirng, arnd we could but
tco well imagine the sceres that they are lightirg.*

- Clintcrm Beckwith, 14th New Yerk Infantry, V Corps,
"All the dead presented a horrible spectacle;, ard
it wcould have beer: impcssible to recogrnize a bro-
ther, they were so changed from life. The weather
being extremely hot, the wer heated with passicry,
immediately after death, deccmposed rapidly, pases
fcrmed, and the bcdies swelled up to erncrmcus pro-
porticons. For instarce, the eyes weould bulge cut
freom the scckets and look like small bladders. Mary

had burst, sc preat was the pressure upcrr their
tissues.”

Lievt, A.H. Nickerscor, Federal Army, "The operating
surpecns were in their shirtsleeves, which were
ralled up, leavirgp their bare arms exposed arnd
covered with blocd, piving them the appeararnce of

a bevy of butchers ir a Chicago abatteoir. While
sittirng awaiting the surgecr, every few mirutes an
atterndant woculd bring past me, tc the opern window,
&r arm, a leg, cr a marngled harnd, which he pitched
irtc & little trevch dug uwder the wirndow for that
purpose. ... Pretty scoer a yourg surnecr came up, arnd
grabbing me by the shoulder, said, ”Shoulder
smashed? A sickerning feeling came cover me as I
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replied that it certainly would be row if it were
rct befecre. “Erirg this mwan some whiskey,” said he
as I reeled in my seat. B glass of whiskey...did
not seem to affect me any more thar would sc much
water, the pain was sc irtense. Then the ycurp
surgeor: thrust his finger irto the hole where the
builet had ertered, ard with his cther forefirmger
plurged irtc the place of its exit he ruwnmaged

arcurid for brokewn bones, splinters, etc., umtil I
sSwocred away...”

R Baltimcre correspordent writing to the Londow
Index,” The Revererd —--——-—-— was with me dwrirng a
part of my tour. He was asked orn crne cccasicr te
iead in prayer, in a barn filled with wourded....
a young man called the reverernd gerntlemarn to his
side, and said,” I am dyirg, sir3 but I am nct
afraid tc die, for I hope to go to heavern. Ner am
I scorry that I have beern slain in battle, fcr I
would willirgly sacrifice a dezen lives, if 1 had
them, for such a cause as we are fighting for.®

Hermy Kyd Dcuplas, aide to Sterewall Jackscr,” It was
rnoticeable im how much better covmditiorm were the Cor-
federate dead...than were those of the Uricn Prmy. The
iatter were rearly all discolecred, some black, scme much
decayed, while the Corfederates were but little affected
by the exposure...it was not difficult to guess the real
cause. The Federal trocps were well cared for, well
fed, fat, ard irn geood physical corditicnmy upce then
decay and deccmposticrs made quick work. The Confede-
rates had little flesh uper them, rc fat, wnothirm to
decay. The differernce was so marked that ir places the
lines of battle could be distinguished by the coclcocr of
the dead. The horreors of war are irmumerable. ”



"TEE BIVOUAC OF THE DEAD"

The muffled drum’s sad roll has beat
The soldier's last tattoo;

No more on life's parade shall meet
That brave and fallen few,

On Fane's eternal camping ground
Their silent tents are spread,

And glory guards, with solemn round,
The bivouac of the dead.

No rumour of the foe's advance

Now swells upon the wind;

No troubled thought at midnight haunts
Of loved ones left behind;
No vision of the morrow's strife

The warrior’'s dream alarms; ‘
No braying horn, nor screaming fife,
At dawn shall call to arms.

The neighboring troop, the flashing blade,
The bugle's stirring blast,
The charge, the dreadful cannonade,
The din and shout are past;
Now war's wild note nor glory's peal
Shall thrill with fierce delight
Those breasts that never more may feel
The rapture of the. fight.

Like the fierce northern hurricane
That sweeps his great plateau

Flushed with the triumph yet to gain,
Came down the serried foe.

Who heard the thunder of the fray
Break o'er the field beneath,

Knew well the watchword of thac day
Was "Victory or death."

Long had the doubtful conflict raged
O'er all that stricken plain,

For never fiercer fight had waged
The vengeful blood of Spain;

And still the storm of battle blew,
Still swelled the glory tide;

Not long, our stout chieftain knew,
Such odds his strength could bide.

'Twas in that hour his stern command
Called to a martyr's grave

The flower of his beloved land

The nation's flag to save.

By the rivers of their fathers' gore
His first-born laurels grew,

And well he deemed the sons would pour
Their lives for glory too.

Sons of the Dark and Bloody Ground,
Ye must not slumber there,
Where stranger steps and tongues resounds
Along the heedless air;
Your own proud land's hercic soil
Shall be your fitter grave;
She claims from war his richest spoil
The ashes of her brave.

Rest on, embalmed and sainted dead,
Dear as the blood ye gave;

No impious footstep here shall tread
The herbage of your grave;

Nor shall your glory be forgot
While Fame her record keeps,

On Honour points the hallowed spot
Where Valour proudly sleeps.

You marble minstrel's voiceless stone,
In deathless song shall tell,
When many a vanished age hath flown,
The story how ye fell;
Nor wreck, nor change, nor winter's blight,
Nor Time's remorseless doom,
Shall dim on ray of glory's light
Tha gilds your deathless tomb.

Written in August, 1847 by
Theodore 0'Hara, to commemorate
the Americans slain in the
Mexican War battle at Buena Vista,
Feb. 22-23, 1847.

(Stanzas of this poem, cast into
1ron‘tab1ets,'are Mounted in
Antietam National Cemetery, and
in other Civil War cemecteries
established by the War Department
and now administered by the
National Park Service)



STOR: INTEGRATION PHASE

DRJIECTIVES: 1. Require studerts to analyze the previcus phases and

irnteorate what they learrned in each inte a ccherent
averall view. -

2. Provide a mecharnisn thrcupgh which studernts may
crganize ard articulate their impressions of both

the Marylard Campainn ard the lesscrns derived from
its study.

3. Let studerts pair additicral insights from sharing
their impressiors with their peers.

4. Beolircit studert commerts oy the Staff Ride perfor—
marice and supgesticns for improvemert.

PRINCIBLES OF WAR

- Objective: Direct every military operatiorn towards a clearly
defined, decisive, and attairable cbyective.

- Offersive: BSeize, retain, ard exploit the initiative.

= Mass: Concentrate combat power at the decisive time and
place.

- Eccmemy of Foree: Allocate minimun essential cembat power to
secondary efforts. -

~ Mareuver: Place the eremy in a pesition of disadvantage
through the flexible applicaticn of ceombat power.

= Urity of Ccmmard: Fcr every cbjective, irsure unity of effert
under orne responsible commarnder.

- Becurity: Never permit the ernemy to acguire an urexpected
advartange.

- Surprise: Strike the enemy at a tiwe and/cr place arnd in a
marmer for which he is urprepared.

- Simplicity: Prepare, clear, urmccomplicated plars ard clear,
cencise corders to insure thorough urderstarnding. h

MUDERN REL IGIOWS SUPPDRT DURING COMEAT OPERATIDNS

=~ Nurture the livirg...care for casualties...horor the dead
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INTEGRQTIDN PHASE {(CONTINUED)

EATTLEFIELD ANALYSIS TO BE PERFORMED BY UNIT MINISTRY TEAM {(UMT)

- Type of combat acticor {ie defernse, offerse; withdrawi,
retropgrade, delay) |

- Threat aralysis of the battlefield
- The "main effort”
- The proposed "flew of battle”

~ The elemerts reflectirg the highest rish




