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Paris, Oclober 1si, 1919,

PREFACE

This pamphlet has been prepared by the Visitors Bureau, G-1, for the purpose
of assisting American officers in making a trip over the American Battlefields
in France.

The information contained herein has been taken from General Pershing’s
Report to the Sgcretary of War; General Fox Conner’s Reports on Operations;
Divisional Histories; Lectures. and Descriptions of actions by Corps, Division,
Brigade, Regimental, Battalion and Company Commanders on the battlefield;
Operation Orders, 1st Army; Almanach Hachette; Stars and Stripes accounts
of engagements; Hartzell’s Nfeuse-Argonne; Lecture by General Passaga and other
French Officers at Verdun in March 1919; Conducting Officers of the Visitors
Bureau, who took part in the operations.

In publishing the pamphlet in this form, this Office has attempted to give
each guest a clear idea of the principal part played by our fighting troops in the
Great War. Very little has been said of the gigantic work of the troops that,
made a success on the Battlefront possible “ The Services of Supply .
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CHAPTER 1 -

Summary of general situation ptior to July 15, 1916

A summary of the general situation as it exisled upon our entering into the
war is necessary not only in connection with any attempt to appreciate at its true
value the American effort, but also in order fully to understand many important
decisions reached in the early days of the American Expeditionary Forces.

YEAR 1914.

Although the German onslaught of 1914 failed in its primary purpose of
crushing France, yet German arms had before the close of 1914 realized successes
which were of decisive importance on the future course of the war. On December
31st, 1914, Germany armies stretched from Switzerland to the English Channel,
and with her forces within forty-eight miles of Paris, Germany retained the initia-
tive in the west. With her own resources intact and secure Germany was in full
possession of all the resources of Belgium and occupied the richest industrial
provinces of France,—provinces which contained 7.4 percent of France’s popu-
lation, 78 percent of her iron, and 65 percent of her coal. In the east the rapidity
of Russian mobilization came as a surprise, and Germany was forced be fore the
battle of the Marne to reduce her forces in France in ofder to meet the Russian
menance against East Prussia. By the close of 1914, however, the Russian armies
had been driven out of East Prussia, while further south they had been thrown
back on Warsaw. Neither France nor Russia wos ever able to repair the losses
of 1914.

YEAR 1915.

Looking back on 1915 it is easy to see that Germany’s plan for that year was
a strict defensive in the west, while her main effort was to be directed against
Russia in the east and to aid her allies in the southeast. The entry of Italy (May)
into the war on the side of the allies, more than counterbalanced the adhesion of
Turkey (1914) to the German cause and definitely drew approximately one-half
of Austria’s strength from the eastern and southeastern theatres of war.

In the west the French and English launched several offensives against the
German defense; these offensives were, however, so limited in extent and in objec-
tives that they were foredoomed to failure. .

Against, Russia German arms achieved a remarkable series of successes :
Mazurain Lakes; Mackensen in Galicia; Fall of Warsaw; Fall of Brest-Litovsk;
Fall of Vilna. In the southeast the central powers over-ran Servia and Monte-
negro; the Allied Dardanelles expedition was wrecked, it being withdrawn in
January, 1916, and in Mesopotamia Allied interests went from bad to worse. On
the sea the British flete had established its superiority, but on February 18th Ger-
many had established the so-called submarine blockade which constantly developed
its menance to the Allies. '

YEAR 1916.

The developments of 1916 leave no doubt but that Germany, satisfied that
Russia would remain quiet, decided before the close of 1915 upon a decisive offen-
sive in the west as the task of 1916. The great German offensive against Verdun
was accordingly begun on February 21st, 1916. :
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French heroism and the lavish expenditure of British blood on the Somme
were not the only causes of the failure of the decisive offensive in the west which
Germany had planned for 1916. Russia again astonished the world by her powers
of recuperation, and at the beginning of June Brussiloff had commenced the great
offensive which was virtually to destroy the Austrian army of Galicia and menanced
the very existance of Austria. Austria was powerless to meet this threat, for in

_Italy her armies were also deleated, the Ttalians taking Gorizia on August 9th,

while Rumania entered the war (August 26th) on the side of the Allies and imme-
diately undertook a promising offensive against Austria. Once again it was
cssential to Germany that she rescue Austria, and so quickly did the German
Great General Staff abandon the offensive and assume the defensive in the west
that on September 15th Hindenburg was able to hegin the great eastern offensive
which was the beginning of the end for Russia, while by October Mackensen and
Falkenhayn had been furnished the forees with which they eliminated Rumania
hefore the close of 1916.

FIRST HALF OF 1917.

Germany evidently concluded to remain on the defensive in the west and to
keep in the east the forces which she deemed necessary for the final conquest of
Russia. So successful were these plans with reference Lo the eastern front that,
aided by the Russian revolution, by midsummer 1917 the end of Russia was in
sight.

In the west the Allies had at last decided to undertake an offensive on a scale
large enough to obtain results in the event of success. The Allied attacks were
Jlaunched during April and, although heavy losses were suffered, nothing was
accomplished. The French attack at Chemin des Dames was particularly unior-
tunate in its reaction on the French morale. . In this attack the French are said
to have lost 25.000 killed and 95.000 wounded without accomplishing anything.
Germany began unrestricted submarine warfare on February 1, 1917, and the
extent of this peril is shown by the fact that by June 30, 1917, more than three
and one-quarter mitlion tons of shipping had been sunk.

RESUME OF THE SITUATION IN JUNE, 1917.

During the nearly three years which had elapsed since the beginning of the
war Germany had seen practically all her offensives erowned with great success,
Her battle lines were on foreign soil, her own resources untouched, and wherever
she had assumed the defensive she had inflicted crushing reverses to every attemp-
ted Allied attack. Naturally the German morale was high, while the Allied
morale, especially the French after the Chemin des Dames failure, was low. French
statesmen and great newspaper owners were suspected of aiding in the campaign
of defeatism, even when they were not more or less openly accused of dealing with
the enemy. Certainly as early as June, 1917, the German Great Gencral Staff
could look forward to the early elimination of Russia, the possibility of crushing
ftaly before the end of the year and finally to the great campaign of 1918, which
was to crush the French and English and make good the cry of ¢ Deutschland uber
alles”’. Moreover, leaving aside for a moment the new factor of America, it can
not be said that these German ideas of final victory were extravagant either in
June, 1917, or, in the light of history, at the present time. Italy still had men,
but her finances and supplies were in the most serious difficulties, and the occur-
rences of the fall of 1917 were to show that serious shortcomings existed in her
armies. France had sacrificed much of her best blood, discouragement ran like
wildfire through her civil population as well as among her soldiers, many of her
leaders were distrusted and, always thrifty, her people had already begun to
complain of the vast sums that France had expended. = Although she rang true to
her traditions with her back to the wall, England was, except perhaps for morale,
scarcely in any better condition than was France. England, too, had spent her
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best blood and had endangered her dominant position in the financial world, but
worst, of all the submarine war had brought about critical conditions of food and
other shortages, so that the very existence of England seemed to be threatened.
The French and English superiority on the Western front during the last half of
1916 and the first half of 1917 had proven totally insufficient to break down the
German defense. Now in June, 1917, it was hopeless to expect that the French
and British could increase their armed strength, and it was doubtful if they could
maintain that strength. On the other hand, Germany, with the end of Russia
in sight and with the possibility of eliminating Italy, could look forward to bringing

her whole weight against France and England; black, indeed, were the Allied
prospeets—except for America!

GENERAL PERSHING REACHES FRANCE.

Such was, in brief, the situation when General Pershing reached France on
June 14, 1917. The British and French Missions, which had visited America
immediately after our declaration of war, had ireely stated the fact that the Allies
looked to America for the aid with which it was still hoped to obtain success.
Conditions in Europe were, however, imperfectly understood in America, and one
of the immediate duties of the Commander-in-Chiel upon his arrival in France
was to gel into touch with the situation and to make the necessary recommen-
dations as to the American effort. This work involved many important questions :
organization, the possibility of expanding our wocfully small Regular Army and
National Guard, possibility of ocean transport, French port capacity, location
of our forces in France, French railroad capacity, ete. )

Before the expiration of a month the military situation had been examined,
all the subsidiary questions studied, and the Commander-in-Chief had recom-
mended : * Plans should contemplate sending over at, least one million men by
next May.” ¢ Plans for the future should be based, especially in reference to
the manufacture, etc., of artillery, aviation and other material, on three times
this force, i. e., at least threc million men. Such a program of construction should
be' completed within two years.” 1918 fully demonstrated the accuracy of the
views contained in the above quotations. But our Allies were almost as incre-
dulous ag were the Germans as to our ability to realize such a program. Until
early summer of 1918 the Germans were frankly scornful of our ability to exercise
any real influence in the war, The German idea appearcd to be : first, that we
could not create a large army ; second, that even if we could organize a large force
we could not transport such a force to Kurope; third, that even if we did succeed
in transporting a large force to Europe it would not fight.

As before mentionced, our Allies entertained very similar ideas, even though
they realized that their last hope lay in America. In the beginning it is probable
that the maximum hope of the Allied leaders was that in so far as concerned man-
power America might furnish a few hundred thousand men to be incorporated in
French and British battalions, Our experience has accumulated ample evidence
to show that, even though America could have consented to allowing her men to
be drafted under ancther flag, such a course would have been fatal to the Allied
cause. But this idea of our inability to organize and employ a large American
army under our own flag persisted and, coupled with difficulties of transport, arms,
equipment, and especially with the crists created by the British and French reverses
under the German offensive of March to June, 1918, served to delay the proper
organization of the American forces.

THEATRE OF OPERATIONS FOR THE A. E. F. AND LINES OF COMMU-
‘ NICATION.

But while we can not go into detail, it is well to outline the considerations
which in June and July of 1917 led to the choice of Lorraine as the theatre of
operations for the A. E. F.
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The course of the war as fixed by the operations of August and September,
1914, had kept the masses of both sides to the west of the Woevre. The oversha-
dowing importance of Paris and the Channel ports to the cause of the Allies kept
the Allied masses to the west of the Woevre as long as the German chose to keep
his masses there, or until the Allies could muster such a superiority as would
enable them to regain complete initiative.. Manifestly the German was well
content to keep the war from his own frontiers.

The English naturally desired to keep their forces next the Channel; in this
way they immediately covered their ports in France and reduced their lines of
communication. French ports are notoriously poor and while a few hundred
thousand additional men might be supplied through the Ghannel ports those ports
were already more or less congested with English shipping. Then, too, if we
allempted to use the same ports as the British, an inevitable congestion of lines
of communication would follow.

Turning for a moment to the question of employing the additional combat
troops that America could furnish it is apparent that the Briey Basin to the west
of Metz, the coal regions to the east of Metz, the vital railroad communications in
the same regions, and the fortress itself bore much the same importance to the
German cause as did Paris and the Channel ports to that of the Allies. True this
importance of the regions on either side of Metz to the German could only be
turned to the advantage of the Allies by a powertul offensive, but, such an offensive
would not only relieve any enemy pressure in the north of France but, if successful
might be expected to free the whole of northern France as a minimum result—and
it was precisely a successful offensive in which millions of Americans should parti-
cipate to which the Commander-in-Chief looked forward. Now, while the Channel
ports were congested the French ports further south were not being used to
capacity and investigation showed that this capacity could be largely increased.
If then the railroad communications were suitable it was natural that our eventual
theatre of operations should be chosen in Lorraine with our base ports those of
southwestern France. The map showed adequate railroad facilities and inves-
tigation showed that our lines of communication would not materially interfere
with those necessary to the French masses in the north.

Such were the principal points in the studies leading to the choice of-Lorraine
as the eventual American Sector.

SECOND HALF OF 1917,

Time is not available, even if it were desirable, to relate in detail the work
of G, H. Q. from July to December of 1917. That this period was a busy one and
that well laid plans for the supply and employment of American forces were
formulated is shown by the record of American arms in 1918. As time went on
it became increasingly evident that the successful conclusion of the war depended
upon the arrival of American troops. The Commander-in-Chief therefore drove
all the energies of the G. H. Q. toward effecting increases in the returns from avai-
lable shipping, to securing an increase in the shipping and to the task of preparing
to handle the enormous tonnage which he never doubled would ultimately be
secured. All plans were based upon caring for and employing millions of Ame-
ricans and to secure these millions every possible requisite of supply and equipment
was obtained in Europe and those items which must come from America were
reduced to an absolute minimum-—so that every possible ton of shipping might
be devoted to bringing soldiers.

As always when great stakes lie in the balance, this decision sometimes caused
us anxious moments. In the case of horses, for example, we had counted on
French promises for a certain number but when the time came the French
Government found it impracticable to deliver animals as fast as they were required.
But, in one way or another both ends were made to meet, and the increased arrival
of the American soldier made victory possible in 1918, ‘
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STATU3 OF THE A. E. F. ON DECEMBER 31, 1917.

On December 31, 1917, a total of only 176.655 American troops had arrived
in France. This total was exceedingly disappointing in view of the military
situation which had resulted from the disasters suffered by the Allies in the fall
of 1917. These disasters reached their culmination with the final collapse of
Russia after the battle of Riga (September) and Caporctto (Oclober 24th) which
almost resulted in the collapse of Italy. In the west the Germans, strictly on the
defensive, were attacked by the Trench and especially by the British. These
attacks had no decided influence and in many cases they were exceedingly costly,
It was not surprising then that the Allied morale, which had been bolstered u
by the thought that America was coming, began to fall and that the faint hearted
began Lo point Lo the fact that at the end of the year only one American division
(the 1st) had served even a preliminary tour in the trenches. But these disasters
had turned the attention of England as well as of America to the vital necessity
of securing more ships and thus hastening the arrival of American soldiers.

JANUARY 1918 TO JULY 15, 1918.

When the great German offensive of March, [918, began America had four
divisions in the line. One of these (the 1st) held its own sector north of Toul
while the 26th in the Chemin des Dames, the 42nd in the Luneville, and the 2nd in
the Verdun-Saint-Mihiel sectors were brigaded with the French for a first tour of
duty in the trenches. Prior to the opening of the German offensive the guiding
principles which had been adopted for the employmenl of arriving divisions
were in outline as follows :

In September of 1917 it had been decided that the logical employment of the
first American army to be formed was to be found in the reduction of the Saint-
Mihiel salient. In preparation for this operalion it had heen arranged that as
our divisions as suchewere ready to enter the line they should be placed on the
Saint-Mihiel front, thus gradually creating a purely American sector, The
German series of offensives and the necessity of breaking up those offensives at
all costs—with corollaries such as the desire, arising from necessity, of our Allies
to raise the morale of their soldiers through the appearance of our soldiers on diffe-
rent parts of the front, the willingness of the British to increase our troop shipping

provided our troops were sent to the British front for preliminary training—served, -

however, to upset our plans with regard to Saint-Mihiel for many weary months.
In fact, by the end of June, 1918, our troops were literally spread from Switzer and
to the English Channel and only the constant and firm determination of the
Commander-in-Chief eventually to assemble our forces prevented that task from
being abandoned as hopeless.

On April 26th the 1st Division which had been relieved north of Toul entered
the battle line on the Amiens front. This was the first appearance of an American
division on an active front. The conduct of this division, especially during its
attack and capture of Cantigny May 28th, greatly increased the respect for
American troops among our Allies as well as among the Germans,

On May 27th the German Aisne-Marne offensive was launched. The German
success during the first days of this offensive was more marked than anything
that German arms had yet secured. Paris had already been subjected to long
range bombardment and violent air raids, and the state of morale of that capital
may be judged by the fact that it is estimated that more than one million people
left Paris during the months of May and June. On June Ist, just at the moment
when the future seemed darkest, the 2nd American Division, which had been
brought around from Verdun-Saint-Mihiel, was thrown across the Chateau-
Thierry-Paris road—and the Germans advanced no farther toward Paris. At
the same time elements of the 3rd Division, which had never before been in the

9
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line, were placed along the Marne together wit]
—and wherever the soldiers of the 3?‘(} ];izvim n
advance broke on the rocks. .

“The work of the 2nd Division, and of the clements of Lhe Jrd, gave impetus to
the rise, already begun-as a result of the work of the 1st Division. of the American
soldier m the esteem of enemy and Allies, and by June 30th all concerned fully
realized that the arrival of American soldiers raight soon turn the tide to the

definite favor of the Allics.

But America and England, who released her shipping for the transport of
our troops until her food stocks had reached the vanishing point, had not waited
for the events of June to demonstrate the value of the American soldier. So
effectively h»agl our shipping program heen increased that on June 30, 1918, some
_900.00Q Ameéricans were in I'rance, and all preparations had heen made to maintain
indefinitely the increased rate of arrival.

Having now no illusions on the value of American troops and with the general
knowledge which his High Command must have had concerning American arvivals,
the German decided to try in one final effort to obtain a decision in his favor hefore
the American soldier should render such a decision hopeless of attainment. The
final German attack was accordingly launched in the Champagne on July 15th.
On that date the disposition of the American divisions in France was as follows:

The 82nd, 35th, bth and 77th Divisions were in line belween the Swiss horder
and Luneville. The 82nd was in line north of Toul. The four reginenis of the
93rd Division were with the French in line between the Argonne and the Meuse.
The 42nd was in reserve to meet the expected German attack in Champagne. The
3rd and 26th were in line in the region of Chateau-Thierry and lUie 28th had
clements with the American and Frenich units in the same region. The 2nd and
4th were in reserve near Meaux and the Ist near Beauvais ready for use in the
planned counter-attack. The 27th and 30th were in line with the British near
Ypres. The 33rd, 78th and 80th were completing their traifiing with the British,
the 91st had just arrived at Le Havre and the 79th was arviving af Brest.  The
29th, 90th, 83rd, 9nd, 37th and 89th were in our training areas around Chaumont
and every nerve was being exerted to complete their training and equipment.

Fortunately for the Allies the German altack and its location were foreseen
and more fortunately still the considerable number of American =oldicrs who had
now arrived were either in the line, in reserve ready for the counter-attack which
had been planned during the first few days of July, or, in the case of newly arrived
divisions, ready and anxious to get into the fight with or without their complete
equipment;,

various bodies of French troops
sion appeared there too the German




CHAPTER 11

CHATEAU-THIERRY, SOISSONS, REIMS. .

The Lhird German offensive of 1918 which started on May 27, 1918, in the
Chemin des Dames sector had, carly in June, established the enemy in the salient
of which Chatean-Thierry was the southern point. There was every prospect
that the advance would continue when those phases of the operations with
which the American forces were so vitally concerned, started.

These phases are logically divided into four stages, as follows :

I'irsT STAGE
(June 1-4)

The opening of this slage saw the 2d Division, commanded by Major General
Omar Bundy, sent into the line againzt he advancing Germans. These troops
had been training in a reserve area north of Paris after their two months’ tour
in the quiel Toul-Troyon sector when, on May 30. orders reached them to move
with all possible speed to Meaux. It was clear that this unit was to be sent to
help stop the Germans who, by that lime, had taken Fere-en-Tardenols in their
rapid march on Paris. The movement, began early the morning of May 31 when
the infantry of the division was placed 1 trucks and slarted for Meaux. At
Meaux instructions were received to proceed immediately to May-en-Multien,
but before all the troops had reached this point new orders were received to
concentrate immediately at Montreuil-aux-Lions. After a consultation hetween
General Degoutle who commanded the 6th French Army west of Chéteau-
Thicrry and Major General Bundy it was decided that the 2d Division would
take up @ position across the main Paris-Chitean-Thierry road at le Thiolet.
At noon June 1 the division, excepl for the 23rd Inlantry, was in position and
held the line Bonneil Farm-le Thiolet-Luey-Le-Bocage. The 23rd Infantry,
which had been held out as a divisional reserve, was hurriedly sent under command
of Colonel Paul B. Malone to close a gap existing in the front of the 7th French
Corps in the vicinity of Veuilly-la-Poterie. One battalion of Marines was attach-
ed to the 23rd Infantry for this duly. The Germans then held the line Chateau-
Thierry-Vaux-Bouresches-Beileau Woods-Belleau-Torey-Busziares (all inclusive).
On June 3 the enemy made a strong attaclk on the French and American positions
but was unable to advance. On June 4 the 23rd Infantry and the Marine Batta-
lion rejoined the 2nd Division and that night the divisional front was established
as follows : Bonneil Farm (o Bois de la Maretie (incl.) held by the 9th Infantry :
Bois de la Marette {excl.) Lo a point opposile Bouresches (excl.) held by the
23rd Infantry : and from the lefl of the 23rd Infantry Lo a point opposite Bussiares
held by the 4th Brigade.

On May 30, 1918, the 3rd Division, commanded by Major General Joseph
T. Dickman, was in training in an area southwest of Chaumont when orders
were issued from Awerican G. . Q., placing it, less the Artillery &nd Engineer
Troops, under the orders of the Commanding General of the Group of French
Armies of the North. The French Command immediately directed the 3rd Divi-
sion to move with all haste to the vicinity of Conde-en-Brie. The division was
composed of the 5th Brigade (4th and 7th Regiments of Regular Infantry) com-
manded by Brig. General F. W. Sladen and the 6th Brigade (30th and 38th Regi-
ments of Regular Infantry) commanded by Brig. General Charles Crawford.
1t was Lo be employed in stemming the tide ol German advance. For this work
it was assigned to the 38th French Corps. The 7th Machine Gun Battalion left
the Training Area ‘the afternoon of May 30 and was in position in the city of
Chateau-Thierry the afternoon of May 31. The infantry of the 3rd Division



-

Vesan to arrive in the vieinity of Chateau-Thierry on June 1. The withdrawal
U(,.gd 1 L0 dITIVE 1 LU VIVILELY Wi A v al
of the French troops across the Marne in Chéteau-Thierry was made under the

he fire of the 7th Machine Gun Battalion located on the south

anls ~ffhna
l,'dlln 01 Lne I

getting any rest. When the French troops had all crossed to the south side the
stone bridge near the center of the city was destroyed by them. The other
budsb (mdrcad) was blown up by the French on June 7. ])lll‘mg the rest of
this stage the regiments of the 3rd Division were put into the lines at different
places as they were needed by the French.

er. The gunners were kept on duty for seventy-two hours without
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SECOND STAGE
(June b-July 14.)

The beginning of this stage.found the Germans holding the same Jines that
they held during the preceding stage. East of Ghateau-T hlenv they occupied the
1l barle ~f tha Manna Tha n'p+nhnf\t\v1 of June 6 the 23rd ]nffnlfvv cleared the
nor L'll Dank 01 i€ alie. AU QLLUGIIIUVIE U1 o Uil
enemy out of Triangle Woods and Farm while the 4th Brigade took the town of
Bouresches and attempted to drive him out of Belleau W oods. Ourmen held Bou-

veaches seainst a hostile connter-atiack. hut were unahle to make anv apnreciahle
rescnes against & N0STLC COUNTEr-atudc, UL Were unanie vo 1axe any preciabie

gain in Belleau Woods that day. After several more attacks that mounth the
Marines finally drove the enemy out of Belleau Woods on June 25, following a

vory officient artillary mrenapation In 2 combined oneration on July 1. one
Vbl‘y CILIVIViL aluiiiove v lJL\A JAli A UaLL. il G ALl eIl f g VLU A v Ay It

battalion of the 9th Infantry took Vaux and one hattalion of the 23rd Tnfantry
took the Bois de la Roche after an artillery preparation lasting ahout twelve

haure The following morning the Germans counter- attacked nnn troons who
N0Urs,  10e I0LoWINg mormmng the werman WO

had taken Vaux. Most of the troops used in the counter-attack were raked in
by our artillery barrage and made prisoners. In the combined operation we

tank nractically B0 nriconere and a numhber of trench mortars When the Ger-
LoCK pracilcally oLV priscners ang a numner ¢ trencen meort . VW nen the (xe1

mans lost Vaux they withdrew to a line just e;;t of the Vaux-Bourcsches road

and railroad. The 26th Division, commanded by Major General Clarence
G, Edwards. moved into the r‘})gfnzn -Thierrv sector on Julvy 4 and took un a

SUWAlds, ved Into the Lhnateal-1 Dierr CCLOD O SULY 4 @Il LLOs

e
position about two miles hehind the 2nd Division in anilclpahon of the German
attack which was expected early in July. The 26th Division was composed of
Naflﬂn’;ll ("rl]ﬂ'r(] 'Y‘l\[\Y\Q {’f‘l'\Y\\ ]\_[-\\'l W‘r\n‘]ﬂ‘nr] Tl‘u’\ F:\1 Ci’ pr‘"n’ﬂ{‘lf\ r'nnrn’n‘n\(hu] ]'i\f
Brig. General G. H. Shelton was composed of the 101st and 102rd Roclmcnts

of Infantry, and the b2nd Brmade, commanded by Brig. General G. H. ,010 was
rnmnosed nf the 103nd and 101f}‘| Reoiments of Tnfr\nfr\v On Tnh 1“ flln ()RH\

AN Aull MOZUINLNLs O S0l I U

changed positions with the 2nd Divisions, While the 2nd Division held this sector
it captured 24 officers and 1,654 men and suffered the following casualtics :

| S IR

Rilled............ e 43 1,212
Severely Wounded....... 55 1,483
Slight]y Wounded. ...... 71 3,168
Gassed.............. PETEN 41 3,1“
Missing................. - 2 286

On the south side of the Marne the regiments of the 3rd Division continued

to be used by the French until about June 23. The 7th Infantrv held a part of
Belleaun Woods from June 16 to June 20 rel Af N o A laut
L 9 Lllellls one ll)SllllUllb 01 l‘l(,llillLD LAJvuy

June 24 the 8rd Division was brought together and given the line south of the

Marne extendlng from Blesmes to a point one kilometer east of Mezy. lhelr
operations consisted of raids across the .
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THIRD STAGE
(July 15-17.)
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The German General Staft knew that the daily average arrival of Amencan%
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“superiority. The Germans had learned thal Lthe American was a good fighler
and that their best chance to win Lhe war was to defeal, the French and English
“decisively before America could make her efforts felt. This casued them to
decide to make their big attack of July 14-15, which extended from Chéteau-
Thierry to- Ville-sur-Tourbe, except divectly in front of Reims. To carry out
theiv plans they placed 170,000 first line troops to the easl of Reims and a like
number to the west. They had approximately as many men in their second
line. General Gouraud, who commanded the Ath French Army with its right
flank on Ville-sur-Tourbe, had accurate information that the German altack
on his front would start at midnight July 14-15. By a clever plan called the
system of elastic defense he was able to inflict very heavy lostes on the Germans
without losing any appreciable ground. The 42nd American (Rainbow) Division,
commanded by Major General Charles T. Menohor, formed part of the Army
of General Gouraud., Between Reims and (Chéateau-Thierry the Germans were
able to advance their lines. ILarge forces of the troops succeeded in crossing
the!Marne, and by July 16 had extended their lines to a point near Gondé-en-Brie
and Montvoisin near Fpernay. - In the Leginning of the attack along the Marne
two German companies succeeded in getting across the river in the front of the
center of the 3rd Division and reaching Fossoy on the Chéateau-Thicrry-Crezancy
road. They were counter-attacked shortly afterwards and driven back to the
river. Opposite Jaulgonne, very strong forces crossed and drove Lhe French off
the hill which is east of the Surmelin River. This retirement of the IFrench
exposed the right of the 3rd Division which was held by the 38th Regiment and
caused it to swing its line slightly eastward passing thru the town of Crezancy.
The casualties of the 3rd Division were 600 officers and 7,500 men and they took
700 German prisoners. The German losses were estimated as considerably
greater than our own, The 28th Division which had been in training al Honde-
villers near Chéateau-Thierry south of the Marne, was Lurned over to the 38Lh
French Corps and was placed in supporl positions hehind the 3rd American and
the 125th French Divisions on July 14. 'The 28th Division was composed of
National Guard troops from Pensylvania. It was commanded by Major General
Charles H. Muir and under him were Colonel G. H. Kemp, commanding the
5bth Brigade (109th and 110th Infantrics) and Brig. General William Weigel
commanding the 56th Brigade (111th and 112th Infantries). During this stage
the Alh Division occupied support positions wesl of the Oureq River between
Lizy-sur-Oureq and the Villers-Collerets Woods.

FOURTH STAGE
(July 18-Augusl b.)

This stage is best described as the Marne-Aisne offensive. A brief account
of the strategy employed by Marshal Foch will aid in an understanding of this
operation and of the manner in which the 5th and last German offensive, charac-
terised as the Third Stage, was met and repulsed.

Through his service of information the Allied Commander-in-Chief learned
that the Germans were holding the line from be Aisne to Chéateau-Thierry with
only eleven divisions. In a desperate efforl to concentrate every available man for
his offensive between Chateau-Thierry and Ville-sur-Tourbe, the eremy had
massed his maneuver divisions back of this line between these two named places.
Marshal Foch had also learned that the German atlack would commence at midnight
July 14-15. To meet this situation he planned to leave south of the Marne only
enough Allied troops to hold the German altack and to concentrate his other
available forces hetween Chéateau-Thierry and Soissons.  He planned Lo make an
atback along this line as soon as the Germans had committed Lheir troops to the
carrying out of their plans. The Allied plan was to cut the main road and the
vailtoad running from Soissons to Chiteau-Thierry, thus practically cutting off
the principal means of supplies of the Germans in Lthe salient.

3
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sent over in the $t. Mihiel sector. Between June | and July 30 the division took
8 officers and 1,112 men prisoners, and its casuallies were :

Killed................. 53 1,043
Wounded.............. 141 4,692
Gassed................ 42 1,735
Missing........ooonnvns 3 228
Prisoners...c..o.ovenn.s 2 32

The 4th Division, under Major General George H. Cameron, reached France
about May 15, and was moved late in June into the arca between La Ferté-sous-
Jouarre and Lizy-sur-Ourcq where it went through a short period of instruction
early in July. From July 18 to 22 the infantry of the division was brigaded with
the French and took part in the offensive between those dates. The 7th Brigade
under Brig. Gen. B. A. Poore, operated in the sector of the IT French Corps east
of Trocsnes and reached a point about one kilometre cast of Chouy by the night
of July 19-20 when it was relieved by a French regiment.  The 3th Brigade, under
Brig. ~Gen. Frank D. Webster, was with Lhe 164th French Division in a sector
about 8 kilomctres south of the 7th Brigade in the attack of July 18. The 7th
Brigade was composed of the 39th and 47th Regiments of (Regular) Infantry
and the 8th Brigade was composed of the b8th and 5%th Regiments of (Regular)
Infantry. The 8th remained in the line till July 22-23 by which date it had erossed
the main Chéateau-Thierry-Soissons road and entered the Bois du Chatelet where
it was relieved hy a French Brigade. During the rest of July subsidiary units
of the division were used wherever needed, as for instance, in the vicinity ol Sergy
and Seringes when two ballalions of the 47th Infantry during the last days of
July operated with the 42nd Division and suffered heavy losses in the attacks
of these two towns. On August 1 the 4th Division began relieving the 42nd
Division just north of Seringes. On account of the rapid retirement of the Ger-
mans at that time our front lines had advanced to the vicinity of Mont St. Martin
when the relief was finally completed about August 3. By August 5 the Germans
had all been driven to the north side of the Vesle River. Orders were then issued
that the division should make a crossing of the river and continue the pursuit

“of the enemy. This crossing, however, proved a very formidabhle task as the
river banks at that point were extremely marshy, and the town of Bazoches,
which lay on the north side about the middle of the sector, was very strongly
“held by the enemy. When the 77th Division relieved the 4Lk Division on August

11-12 the latter had cstablished itself along the north bank of the Vesle, but in
doing so, it had suffered heavy losses. The casualties ol the 4th Division between
July 17 and.August 12 were 7562 killed, 4,812 wounded and 590 missing.

On July 18 the line held by the 26th Division was the same as that held by
the 2nd Division, alter it had taken Bouresches and Belleau Woods.  In accordance

. with the gencral plan, the division attacked at 4 : 45 a. m. July I8, and within
an hour its troops had taken the small towns of Torcy, Belleau and Givry. No
further progress could be made, however, as long as the Germans held the Bois de
Givry and Hill 193 just north of Lhese three towns. The hill and the Bois de
Givry were both in the sector of advance of the 167th French Division on the
left of the 26th. On July 20 the 26th Division made an abtack and took Les
Brusses and La Gonetrie Farms, but was again stopped by the German machine
gun firc coming from i1 193. A general attack was then ordered for the morning
of July 21, at which time our attacking troops found that the Germans had retired.
The 26th Division advanced on July 21 from its position in Torcy, Bellean and
Givry and La Gonetrie Farm to a line near Fpieds which was ninc kitometers
away. Here it again encountered very heavy machine gun fire, and the advance
was stopped for a while. Tt was at this time that the 56th Brigade of the 28th
Division was put into the line with the 26th Division which began to show signs
of fatigue after six days of desperate fighting. The Germans held the line through
Epieds and Trugny until the morning of July 24 when our patrols reported that
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: ; acain retreated during the preceding night. The 26th Division advanced
grl;xeg rl:g:it}r:g;:tlpile; direction OI%JU]}P‘Z 1 to La Croix Rouge Farm in' Lhe Foret de
Fere where it was again stopped by German machine gun fire.  The following
day the division was relieved just south of this farm by the 42nd Division.  During

the 8 days of conlinuous fighting they had advanced 18 1 /2 kilomelers and had

captured about 250 prisoners. 10 suffered casualties to the extent of 5,300 officers
and men, of whom 600 were killed. v

As previously stated one brigade of the 28th Divisiozz (56th Brigade) was
put into the line to assist the 26th Division in the Foret de Fere. The retirement
of the Germans at that time did nol give the b6th Brigade an opportunity to attack.
On July 28 the 55th Brigade of the 28th Division replaced the Lived 39th Freuch
Division just north of Courmont and carvied the line to near Cicrges, where on
July 30 it was relieved by one brigade of the 32nd Division, the other brigade of
which relieved the 3rd Division at the same time. During these Ltwo dayvs the
55th Brigade suffered 800 casualties. The 28th Division was then assembled in
a reserve position near Jaulgonne where 1t I‘PSth.lU_ﬂ;ll Augl}:\:t 4, at. which t'ime it
hegan moving to Fismes to relieve Lhe 32nd Divizion which it did Lhe night of
August 6-7. During August numerous altempts were made to diive the Germans
across the plateau north of the Vesle, but without suceess.  About September 4 the
enemy was forced to retire towards the Aisne on account of the Allied attacks
north of Soissons. The division was relieved about midway bebween Lhe Aisne and
the Vesle the night of September 8-9.

The 32nd Division, commanded by Major General Wim. G. Haan, previous
to our offensive of July 18, had heen in a quiel sector not far from the Swiss
horder. It was composed of National Guard troops from the States of Michigan
and Wisconsin. The 63rd Brigade (125th and 126th [nfantries) was comnanded
by Brig. General William [J. Connor and the 64th Brigade (127th and 128th Infan-
tries) by Brig. General Edwin B. Winans. As stated in the preceding paragrapi,
it relieved the 3rd Division and the 56th Brigade of the 28th Division south of
Cierges on July 30, By August 3 it had advanced through Chamery, Coulonges,
Cohan and Dravegny, and had reached the southern edge of the town of Fismes.
That afternoon our troops got into the town, but were driven out shortly after-
wards by a German counter-attack. The division attacked again the morning
of Angust 4, drove the Germans out and held the town against severe counter-

attacks. Desperate eftorts were made by our men to establish themselves on
the north side of the river, but they were unable to do o in forcer  The division
captured one officer and 96 men and had the following casualtics :

Killed.... ... ... 7 069
Wounded.............. 140 3,585
Missing................ 2 147

Upon its relief from this sector by the 28th Division on August 7-8 the
32nd Division marched back to Dravegny and Cierges for a period of rest,  Late
in August it was ordered to move to the area northwest of Soissons where between
August 28 and September 3 it drove the Germans out of their strong positions at
Juvigny and across the main road running from Soissons north to Coucy-le-Cha-
teau. In Lhis sector the division took 9 officers and 928 men prisoners and suffered
the following casualties :

Killed.................. 15 323
Wounded............... 72 2,333
Missing................. 76

About July 19 it was seen that the German offensive cast of Reims had
aﬂhout spent itself. The 42nd Division was then relieved from further duty with
General Gouraud’s Army and ordered to move to La Ferte-sous-Jouarre near
Chateau-Thierry. Under General Menoher who commanded the 42nd Division,
were the 83rd Infantry Brigade commanded by Brig. General Michael J. Lenihan.
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and the 84th Infantry Brigade comunanded by Brig. General Robert A. Brown,
and the 67th Field Artulery Brigade commanded by Brig. General George G. Gatley.
In the 83rd Brigade were the 165th Infantry (New York) and the 166 th Infantry
(Ohio}, and in the 84th Brigade were the 167th Infantry (Alabama) and the
168th Infantry (fowa). The 67th Field Artillery Brigade was composed of the
149th (1llinois), the 150th (Indiana). and the 151st {Minnesota) Regiments,
Between July 10-19 the 42nd Division suffered cagualties in the sector east of
Reims to the extent of 450 kilied and 1,350 gassed and wounded. The division
arrived at La Ferte-sous-Jouarre on July 22, and after resting there for two days
it was senl up to relieve the 26th Division. This relief took place just south
of the Croix Rouge Farm on July 25-28.  As the front held by the 26th Ame-
rican and the 1670h French Divisions had. greatly narrowed down since July 18th,
it was possible for the 42nd Division to relieve them both at Lhe same. The
49nd advanced through Villers-sur-Fere, Sergy, Nesles, Seringes-et-Nesles, Mareuil-
en-Dole and Chery-Chartrenve. The Germans offered very desperate resistance
at Sergy and Cierges.  Both of these Lowns changed hands twice before the 42nd
was finally able to hold them. This division was relieved by the 4th Division in
the vicinity of Chery-Chartreuve on the night of Augyst 3. In the advance to
the Vesle River between July 25 and August 4 the division advanced 15 kilometers, .
captured 69 men and about 155 machine guns and suffered casualties to the
extent of 5,500 officers and men, ’

The 77Lh Division which, helween June 20 and Augusl 4, had held a quiet.
cector in Lorraine extending from Herbeville to Badonvillers, relieved the tired
and decimated 4th Division along the Vesle the night of Aungust 11-12. The
77th (Liberty) Division was commanded by Major General George B. Duncan
and wus composed of National Army troops from New York City. In it were
the 53rd Brigade /305th and 306th Infantries) and the 54th Brigade (307th and
308LL Infantries), the latter brigade being commanded by Brig. General Evan
M. Johnson. No lurther progress was made in the sector until September 4,
when the Germans, on account, of the Allied successes north of Soissons, began to
retire from the Vesle. The division advanced its lefl flank to the Aisne River
south of Bourg-ct-Comin by September 9, but its right flank was being held up
just south of the villages of Revillon and Villers when, on the date mentioned, 1t
was relieved by the 8th Ttalian Division.

The Italian Division jusl referred to, along with the 3rd Italian Division,
formed the 2nd Italian Corps which arrived in France late in May under the
command of Licut. General Albricei.  During the months of May and June that
Corps held a sector between Avocourt and Lhe Argonne Forest. Between Junc 15
and July 20 it was southwest of Reims in the Ville-en-Tardenois region where
it rendered most valuable assistance in hreaking up the German oflensive of
July 15, This corps also did very good work later along the Ailette River and
around Sissonc. There were also many thousand Italian labor troops working
in France.

The 1st American Corps Headquarters began functioning administratively
early in June at Toul under command of Major General (later Lieut. General)
Hunter L. Liggett. Lale that same month they were ordered to the Chateau-
Thierry sector where on July 4 they relieved the French Corps Headquarters
at La Terte-sous-Jouarre. In the attack of July I8 the 167th French and the
26th American Divisions were in the 1st American Corps. The 4th, 32nd and
42nd American Divisions later formed parts of this Corps. On August 4 the 3rd
American Corps Headquarters under command of Major General (later Lieut.
General) Robert L. Bullard relicved the 38th French Corps near Fismes. At
this tinte the 32nd Division was transferred from the lst to the 3rd Corps. The
Ist Corps was relieved from duty in the sector about August 10,
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ITINERARY 1ST DAY
CHATEAU-THIERRY

The town of Chateau-Thierry is divided into two parts by the Marne River.
The entire city was occupied by the Germans in early September 1914, but they
were driven out of it thal month in the 1st Battle of the Marne. The north half
was again occupied by the Germans on May 31; 1918, but they were unable to

_get into the south half. This northern half did not suffer much from hostile
bombardment as the Germans occupied it in 1918 withont much opposition, and
while the enemy held it the Allics did not shell it. At the time thal the Irench
re-occupied the north half on July 21, 1918, there was very litlle fighting as the
Germans were then evacuating the whole of the Chateau-Thicerry salient on
account of the French-American successes near Soissons. The original stone
bridge near the center of the city was destroyed by the French ab aboulb 11 o’clock
p. m., June 2, 1918, in anticipation of a German attempl ab crossing. When

- the bridge was blown up there were a few French and Amierican troops on the
north bank. They either swam the river or crossed hy the railroad bridge to the
cast of the town. This latter hridge was blown up June 7. The 7th Machine
Gun Balttalion of the 3rd Division which figured so prominently in slopping the
German advance across the Marne on May 31 in the vicinity of Chateaun-Thierry
had its guns located on the south side of the river. Thal part of Lthe city was
divided into two parts, the western part heing assigned for defense to Company
“ A, 7th Machine Gun Battalion, and the castern half to Company “B . This
division placed the bridge near Lhe center of the city under Lthe proteclion of
Company “ A 7" and the railroad bridge under that of Gompany B 7. On Juneb
this Machine Gun Battalion was replaced by a French uwit. It then went back
to a reserve position. Between June 4 and July 15 this sector was quiet. On
the north side of the city is located the Hotel de Ville, in the tower of which is
a clock. At the center of the clock can be noticed a hole through which the
Germans fired a machine gun on aunything moviag on the main read running
through the south side of the city. Behind the Hotel de Ville on the high hill
may be noticed the remnants of the old fortifications surrounding the Chateau of
Charlemagne. If the party arrives at Chateau-Thierry the day hefore starting

.the trip the members should go up to these fortifications to get a view of the
surrounding country. i

Vaux

The party slops at Vaux and climbs to the raitroad crossing over the main road.
From here one seées the roofs of the buildings of le Thiolet, about two and a half
kilometers to the west, which marked the extreme advance of the Germans towards
Paris in May and June 1918, By June 6, when the line became temporarily
stabilized in this part, the Germans held the north side of the main road from:
Vaux to le Thiolet. They held Vaux and Hill 204. This immediate section of
the line remained quict until the attack of the 2nd Division on July 1 against
Vaux and Bois de la Roche which is about 800 meters northwest of Vaux. The
Bois de la Roche was to be taken by one battalion of the 23rd Infantry while Vaux
was to be taken by a battalion of the 9th Infantry. The artillery preparation
lasted from 6 : 60 A. M. to 6 : 60 P. M., and was considered practicallv perfect.
The attacking troops jumped off from a line along the north edge of the Bois de la
Marette southwest of Vaux, the battalion of the 23rd heing on the west part of
the lmfz and that of the 9th on the east part. The hatlalion of the 9th Infantry
met with very little resistance and occupied the town in about ten minutes with
very small losses. The other battalion, however, met with stronger resistance
and suffered heavier losses. The troops attacking Vaux moved uup the little
ravine approaching the village from the south. The squads had been furnished
accurate plans of all cellars in the town and cach squad had heen instructed which
cellars it was to mop up. The French were supposed to take Hill 204 while we
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were taking Vaux, but their attack was unsuccessful. The American part of the
program was carried out exactly according to schedule. The following morning
the Germans attempted to retake Vaux by a counter-attack. Mosl of these
counter-altacking troops were raked in by our artillery barrage and captured.
In the combined operafions we took 500 prisoners, Their position on Hill 204 gave .
the enemy an advantage over our troops in the village. Affer being driven out of
Vaux the Germans took up a position along the east side of the road and railroad
from Vaux to Bouresches.  The French High Command complimented the 3rd Bri-
gade for the thoroughness of its plans and its very efficient liaison throughout
the operation.
BourEscHES

The village of Bouresches was occupied by the Germans on June 1. At
abhout 6 p. m., June 6, the 4th Brigade drove the enemy oul of it and then held it
against German counter-attacks. The enemy held the east side of the railroad
near Lhe town as well as the stution which they had fortified and which was
supported by machine gun fire from Hill 193, north of Belleau. They continued
to hold the station until July 21,

[.ucy-LE-BOCAGE

On the way from Bouresches to Lucy-le-Bocage and just before reaching
Lucy the party passes near the soulh edge of Belleau Woods where the 4th Bri-
gade gained a foolting on June 6. The headquarters of the 6th Regiment of
Marines were in Lucy.

Torcy

The village of Torcy was occupicd by detachments of the 26th Division at
about 5 : 30 a. m., July 18,
Briieau

This village was oceupied hy our troops at about 7 : 15 a. m. July 18,
BrerLLrau Woobs

The party stops al, Belleau Woods and goes up Lo the high ground in the
northwest part of them. Here the nature of the woods may be easily scen.
They extend two kilometers south-ward as far as Lucy-le-Bocage and have a
width of one kilometer. 'The Germans considered them very important as a
point of departure for their troops in case ol a new altack and occupied them
with one regiment of infantry and numerous machine guns and trench mortars.
The rocky nature of the so0il made the place suitable for machine gun resistance
and afforded wonderful protection against our artillery fire. These positions
were supported by hostile artillery located behind the hills north of Belleau.
The system of defense used by the enemy was to cover the approaches with
machine guns and to have those machine gun positions covered by other machine
guns in rear, so that when the first line of guns was destroyed the second line
would come into operation. Cur first atiack on the woods was made frpm the
south and west on Juue 6. The attack from the west was a complete failure as
the men advancing over the open ground from that direction were mowed down
by the machine guns located on the high ground at the northwest corner of Lhe
woods. Tach one of our attacks from the south, however, was partially successful
so that by the afternoon of June 25, following u very efficient artillery preparation,
the infantry of the 4th Brigade drove the Germans completely out of the woods,
and in doing g0, took 300 prisoners, The 7th Infantry of the 3rd Division relieved
the 6th Regiment of Marines in these positions between June 15-20 approximately,
to give the latter an occasion to rest. Looking to the north the towns of Belleau
and Givry may he seen ahout 800 yards away, and the wooded Hiil 193 just
beyond them. Off to the northwest ahout 1,800 yards away may be seen the



little village of Torcy. Due to a misinterpretation of orders the detac}m;mnts of
the 26th Division in Belleau Woods did not move forward to attack un‘tll about
6 : 30 a. m., July 18, By 7 : 15 a. m., they had taken Belleau and Givry, but
they were unable at that time to make further progress on account of the fact
that the Germans were located on iIill 193 which was in the French sector of
advance. Due to the fact that the French did not talke Hill 193 unlil the morning
of July 21 ‘our troops were unable, to get over the open ground beyond_ALn:c Brusses
Farm, which latter place they took the afternoon of July 20. This farm may
be seen to the cast of the village of Belleau,

BrLoeau
Eraux-Brzu
Brzuer

On arriving at the main road near Bezuet the party turns north towards
Soissons. In the Bois du Chatelet which lies cast of the road about two kilo-
meters north, of Bezuet was located the emplacement of a very large gun intended
lo be fired on Paris. The emplacement, however, was not finished in time Lo be
used there. The enemy did fire some railroad guns from this position on the
towns of Meaux and Coulommiers, early in June.

OULCHY-LE-CHATEAU
HARTENNES

The road from Hartennes to Tigny turns sharply to the west.
Treny

The 2nd Division took Tigny the afternoon of July 19 and was relieved a
short. distance east of the town that day. At the western exit of Tigny may he
en a CGerman ammunition dump which conlained about 15,000 rounds of
7 m /m and 3,000 rounds of 155 m /m German ammunition when captured.

]
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VIERZY

About five hundred yards norlh cast of the railroad station al Vierzy was
an immense quarry in which a whole regiment of Marines rested during the night
of July 18-19. Vierzy was laken the afternoon of July 18 by the 2nd Division.

VAUXCASTILE
BrAUREPAIRE FARM

Here the party stops for orientation on the ground. In their advance from
Villers-Cotterets Woods, which latter may be seen two kilometers over to the west,
to Beaurepaire Farm the dircetion of advance was slightly north of east. At
this farm the direction of advance was shifted slightly south of east and the
change of direction was made on this farm as a pivot.

Verres FrviLLes FARM

This farm lay about 300 yards behind the German front line the morning
of the attack. To the south of the farm which was the sector of the 2nd Division
our front line was along the cast edge of the Villers-Cotterets Forest and northof
the Parm which was held by the 1st Moroccan Division the front line was about
300 yards west of the road going to Sainl-Pierre-I’Aigle. The joining point bet-
\l«:ccn the st Moroccan Division and the 2nd American Division was opposite this

farm, :
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SAINT-PIERRE-L’AIGLI

This village was the joining point of the left of the 1st Moroccan Division and
the right of the 1st American Division. Our troops held the town and the
Germans were about midway between it and-Dommiers.

U
DoMMIERS

A town in the German front lines,

CrOIX DE FER

On the open ground around Croix de Fer the German artillery succeeded in
getting direct hits on about twelve Allied tanks and wrecked them the morning
of the attack. ‘'This place was organized as a strong point with machine gun posi-
tions protected by barbed wire.

CHAUDUN

This was the right of the sector of the 1st Division.
Proizy

Off to the left of -the road may be seen the ravines in which were located
the German machine gunners who caused considerable delay and losscs to Lhe
advancing troops of the st Division.

SOISSONS

The party slops at Soissons for one hour for lunch. 'The Hotel du Lion Rouge
near the Place de la Republique, and the Hotel de la Croix d’Or near the Cathedral
are hoth recommended. Soissons was first occupled by the Germans early in
September 1914, and was evacuated by them about ten days later. {ollowing
the 1st Battle of the Marne. It was again occupied by them on May 30, 1918,
and again evacuated by them aboul August 1, 1918, following the Allied counter-
offensive, ' :

CROUY

In their retreat following the 1st Battle of Lthe Marne the Germans established
themselves on the row of hills north of this village. The French held the town
of Crouy and had a footing on the high ground north of it until January 1915
when the Germans drove them hack to the south side of the Aisne. From that’
time to early in 1917 the Germans had the north side of the river and the French
the south side. This proximiity accounts for the destruction of the city. About
one kilometer north of Crouy the party begins passing by numerous German
dugouts along the roadside. Following the Allied offensive of 1916 along Lhe
Somme River, the Germans in March 1917 began retiring to what is called the
Hindenburg line which in this sector was about 7 kilometers northeast of Soissons.
By May 5, 1917, the Germans had been driven back to a line which lay roughyly
about two kilometers south of the Chemin des Dames.

Fort pr LA MALMAISON

In October 1917 the French, after an artillery preparation lasting six days
and night, drove the Germans to the north of the Ailette in the sector of the Fort
de la Malmaison, and took 11,300 prisoners. From that time until May 27,
1918, this sector was quict. The 26th (New England) Division held this sector
during Februavy and March 1918,

4




VaiLry
BouRG-ET-COMIN
EyiLLy

VILLERS

This was one of Lhe villages where the 77th Division was being held up by
{he Germans in September when it was relieved by the 8th Italian Division.

MrrvaL
Fismes
Here Lhe party makes .a stop for orientation. Fismes was taken by the
39nd American Division on August 4, 1918 after very desperate fighting. It
will be recalled that our iroops got into the city the alternoon of August 3, but
they were soon driven out.  However they attacked again the morning of August 4,
and were successful, The 28th Division relieved the 32nd Division in Fismes
on August 6. ‘
REIvs
The party malkes a stop here to visit the Gathedral. The German lines passed
ahout two miles from the Cathedral of Reims until October 1918, The city was
continually bombarded by the Germans. Reims was occupied by the Germans
for several days at the beginning of the war, but was evacuated following the
Ist Battle of the Marne.
VILLE-EN-TARDENOIS

The Germans held this town between June 1 and July 18, 1918, The lines
followed the read from Reims to Dormans from June [ to July 15, 1918.

Dormans
COURTHTIEZY
MotrLINg
The party stops here Lo look over the ground held by the 3rd Division. OIf
to the west may be seen the town of Mezy and closer by is the Surmelin River.

The Germans got into Mezy in Lheir attack of July 15, The hill cast of Mezy
was taken from the French at that time also.

Fossoy
_ o Vn July 15 a small force of German troops reached Foszoy held by the
7th Regiment. They were uickly driven out.
Bresmrs
CHATEAU-THIERRY

Here party takes dinner and catehes a train for Chalons.
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CHAPTER 11l

Second Day of Officers Battlefield Trip

REDUCTION OF TIIE ST. MIHIEL SALIENT

PREL[MINAR)’ Dicisions

The offensive of March 21st, 1918, and the succeeding German offensives,
with the consequent necessity for employing American troops wherever they
might he of the most immediate use, had postponed the formation of an American
army {rom day to day. Thus while on May 19th the Commander-in-Chief had
reached .an agreement with General Petain looking to the early organisation of
an American sector in the Weevre, the German May 27th offensive delayed the
execution of this project and involved our most experienced troops in saving
Paris and in reducing the Marne salient, 4

On July 14th the Commander-in-Chief had an interview with Marshal Foch,
during the course of which it was agreed that an American army should be orga-
~nised.  No definite action was:obtained however, and on July 2Ist, after the

suceessful beginning of the July 18th counter-attack, the Commander-in-Chicf
again met Marshal Foch and General Petain as well. At this interview it was
agreed, the final success of the July 18th attack nol yet being secured, that the
1st Army should be formed for the time being in the Chateau-Thierry region.
The Commander-in-Chief insisled however, that the Chateau-Thierry region was
not. the region hest suited for the employment of our lorces, und pointed out the
necessity for a final and definite agreement on a sector which should be perma-
nently American; the use of our troops in the Chateau-Thierry region to be consi-
dered as temporary. This view prevailed, and it was agreed that a definite
American seclor should be eventually constituted in the region of Nancy-Toul.

On July 24th a most important conference between the American, British
and French Commanders-in-Chief and Marshal Foch (all of whom were acconi-
panied by officers of their respective staffs) was held al Bombon.

Briefly the Conference agreed that all the allied forces should pass to an offen-
sive attitude,

fa ) Continuation of the reduction of the Marne salient to secure as a minimum

result the release of the Paris-Chalons railroad,

(b) Reduction of the Amiens salient, thus securing the release of the Paris-

Amiens railroad.

(¢) Reduction of the Saint-Mihiel salient.

(d) Release of the mining regions in the north (region of Bethune) and

driving the enemy away from the ports of Dunkerque and Calais.

The reduction of the Saint-Mihiel salient was confided Lo the American
Army, but no approximate date for this effort was fixed.

On the other hand, it was agreed on July 24th Lo begin immediately move-
ments which would finally result’in the [ormation in the Chaleau-Thierry region
of an American army of Ltwo army corps of three divisions each. -

By August 3rd the operations in the Chateau-Thicrry region had not only
completely suceeeded in Lheir original purpose, but the line showed tendencies
of stabilizing. A study made at American G. I. Q. at this time showed the
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advisability of changing the plan of forming the First American Army in the
region of Chateau-Thierry and instead of commencing the plans for the reduction
of the Saint-Mihiel salient. Tn August the line on the Vesle did become stabilized
and on August 9th the Commander-in-Chicf conferred with Marshal Foch at
Sarcus and with General Petain al Provins. In brief, the decision reached was
Lo leave an American corps of Lhree divisions on the Vesle and to begin the move-
ment, of troops which were to undertake the reduction ol the Saint-Mihiel salient.
Before taking up the problem of assembling the troops to he employed and
the actnal operation, it may be of inlerest to summarize the previous history of
the salient and its importance. : »

HrsToRY OF THE SAINT-MIHIEL SALIENT PRIOR T0 AMERICAN (PERATIONS

The Sainl-Mihiel salient was occupied by German troops in the early days
of the war. 'The necessity of meeting German attacks farther north had so weake-
ned the French forces south of Verdun that the Germans were able Lo occupy
the heights of the Meuse in that region. On September 20th 1914, General von
Strantz, commanding two army corps, advanced from the plain of the Weavre
on to the platcau of ITallonchattel praclically unopposed.” From his foothold
on the plateau, von Strantz advanced against and took the forts of the Meuse and
Saint-Mihiel September 22nd and 23vd. To meet this enemy thrust General
. Sarrail, commanding the French army around Verdun, drew back and extended
his right while General Dubail, commanding the French arny further south pushed
forces north trom Toul and Liouville. The joint action of these two French
commanders had by September 26th contained the German advance practically
to the lines which for the next four years marked the Saint-Mihiel salient. The
names of the places—Bouconville, Beaumont and Flirey—where these French
forces came in contact with the Germans are familiar to American forces as front
line positions on our occupation of this sector in 1918,

The French did not immediately make a determined effort to veduce the
salient, although there was hard fighting at Apremont in Oclober 1914. In
February and April of 1915 however, there were serious attempts to force the
enemy from his threatening position. General Sarrail’s army around Verdun
took the offénsive and pushed cast across the heights of the Meuse. During the
course of these offensives the village of Les Bparges was Laken and the neighbouring
heights. In April, at the same time as the attack near Les Eparges, the army at
Toul altacked down the Mosclle taking most of the Bois-le-Pretre and threatening
the whole German line just north of the Pont-a-Mousson-Commercy road. Bul
the final result of these operations was local success only, and the Germans refained
the salient practically intact. ' .

CHARACTER AND IMPORTANCE OF THE SAINT-MIHIRL SALIENT

The primary strenght of the Saint-Mihiel salient lay in the character of the
groung on its western face, which ran along the eastern heights of the Meuse north
of Saint-Mihiel and ‘constituted an exceedingly strong position. Security from
attack on the southern face was found in the diflicult ground comprising Loupmonl
Ridge and Montsec, which are off-shoots from the main heights of the Meuse, and
the wooded and hilly ground which lies between Montsec and the Moselle river
at Pont-a-Mousson.  But in spite of these natural defences the salient had the
weakness of all salients in that it might be attacked on both lanks and pinched
ouf. Consequently the Germans had during the years of its occupation by them
strenghtened the salient by a great mass and variety of artificial works, the main
feature of which was an elaborate system of wiring.

The offensive value of the salient to the Germans lay chiefly in the fact that

it interrupted French communications from west to cast on Lhe main railroad
Paris-Nancy while constantly threatening the entire region between Nancy and
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sar-le-Due, as well as that between Bar-le-Duc and Verdun. The principal
delensive value of the salient from the German poinl of view was that it covered
the strategic center of Metz and the Briey iron basin. (L must be reduced before
any general offensive against these two vital points or even further east could he
contemplated.

PRELIMINARY STUDLES FOR THE SAINT-MIHIEL OPERATION

The French command nalurally had studied the question of the reduction
of Lhe salient, bat the one attempt made in 1915 had failed and the general situation
had forbidden another Irench atiempt. Various considerations diétated the
accupation of this part of the line by the American army when it should arrive
in force. Consequently the reduction of the Saint-Mihiel salient was, as has been
indicaled, studied by the American command as the first large scale operation by
an American army.  The original plan for the attack contemplated establishing
a line which would threaten both Mctz and Bricy. . The general line to be attained
was : Bouxieres-sous-1I"roidmont, just north-east of Ponl-a-Mousson, Mars-la-Tour-
Bezonvaux. which is just north-cast, of Verdun. However, the allied success in
August. caused the Allied High Gommand to decide on a combined offensive late
in Seplember in which the American army should altack west of the Meuse.  See-
veral conferences (August 30th, September 2nd) were held between the Commander-
in-Cliief, Marshal Foeh and General Petain which resulted in limiting the Saint-
Mihiel operation wilh the line Regnieville-en-Haye-Thiaucourt-Vigneulles as the
objeclive. ;

1.OCATION OF AMERICAN FORCES FROM AUG. 9th AND ASSUMPTION OF (.‘.OMMA‘ND

The definite decision taken on August 9th to unite at least a part of our
forces found our divisions dispersed from Switzerland to the English Channel,
It can not be too often repeated that, unfortunale as this dispersion was, it had
heen rendered necessary by the duty which had fallen upon the American Command
of saving an Allied defeat. The extent ol Lhis dispersion of our divisions on
August 9th is shown on the accompanying map; a study of which indicates the
staff prollems involved in the concenlration of our forees. But in addition to
divisions large numbers of troops such as army artillery. aviation, tank corps and
services of all kinds had to be found and concentrated for the operation. The
total of Lroops of all classes to engage in the operation amounted to approximately
600.000. The necessity for concentrating these troops in so secret a manner as
to sceure ab least a tuctical surprise added to the difficulties and required long
night, marches. Still another difliculty lay in the fact that, due to necessities
arising [rom the successes obtained by the enemy in March and April, America
had sent over infantry in advance of auxiliary arms, leaving us weefully short in
artillery, cte. (This action had been largely due to represcntations made by our
Allies).” Consequently arrangements with the ¥French Command were necessary
to sccure the army and corps arlillery, aviation and other services required by
so important an operation. The French High Command responded generously
to our requests and we were able to enter Lhe fight with a dominaling force
of avtillery and aviation.

The 2nd French Colonial Corps (39th 26th and 2nd Bismounted Cavalry
Divigions) was in seclor on either side of the Lown of Saint-Mihiel. Allhough the
part Lo be played in the general plan by Lhis corps was 1 a certain sense secondary
vob it was essential and its command was accordingly to be given to the Commander-
in-Chicf, who, with the Iiirst American Army Staff, was to assume immediate
command of the attack. The organization of the First Avmy Staff had begun
i July, and at La Ferte-sous-Jouarre the stalf had begun to function adminis-
fralively in anticipation of the organizalion of an American Army. The Ame-
viean Army Corps Headquarlers to participate in the attack were the 1st, which

B
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on August 9th commanded a sector on the Vesle, the 4th which was al Neulchateau,
and the bth which was at Remiremonl exercising administrative control over our
Lroops in the 7th French Army. On August 30th General Pershing with the Ist
Army Headquarters at Ligny-cn-Barrois took over command of the sector exten-
ding from Port-sur-Seille cast of Pont-a-Mousson to a point southeast of Verdun.

\

(GENERAL PLAN OT ATTACK

The general plan of attack to carry oul the operation, as limited by Lhe
conlerences August 30th Lo September 2nd, was as foliows :

(a) An attack from the south through the wooded country soulheast of
Vigneulles.

(h) A follow-up attack on the lefl flank of the southern attack.

(c¢) An attack from the west over the castern heights of the Meuse bebween
Les Eparges and Seuzy toward Hannonville and Hattonville.

(d) An exploitation and follow-up attack on Lhe right flank of* the western
attack.

(e) Eventual exploitation.

The southern attack was to be made by the 1:t and 4th Corps from right Lo
left. The follow-up attack on its left was Lo be made by the 2nd French Colonial
Corps two hours after the southern attack had started. This French Corps also
was to make the attack given in (d) above, advancing two hours after the attack
given in (¢) above. The HLh Corps was designated for the western attack.

BarrLe orpER oF T Ish ArRMY

On the night of September 11-12 the Ist Army was ready to altack. lts
battle order was as follows :
1st Corps—Portl-sur-Seille to Limey. ‘
82nd, 90th, Hih, 2nd Divisions in line (82nd Division merely to follow
up the attack cast of the Mosclle). 78th Division in reserve.

4th Corps—Limey to Richecourt.
89th, 42nd and 1st Divisions in line.
3rd Division in reserve.
2nd French Colonial Corps—Richecourt to Mouilly.
39th Divigion, 26th Division and 2nd Dismounted Cavalry Division
(all French).
No division in reserve as this corps made only follow-up alacks.
bth Corps—Mouilly to Watronville.
26th Division, 15th Freneh Colonial Division and part of 4lh Division
in line.
Part of 4Ath Division in reserve,
(The attack to be made by the 2610 and 15Lh Divisions).
The Army reserves were the 35th Division al Liverdun and the 91st Division
at. Sorcy-sur-Mcuse.  The 80th Division at Tronville and the 33rd Division west
of Verdun had not been designated as army reserve hul were available in emergency

IosTirne SITUATION NIGHT OF SErTEMBER 11-12th

_ The enemy occupied the general line in front of Rouves, Cheminot, Regnic-
_ville-en-Haye, Saint-Baussant, Apremont, Fort du Camp des Romains, Chauvon-
court, (including city of Saint-Mihiel), Spada, Seuzey, Gombres, Tresauvaux and
Ville-en-Weevre.  The line was strongly fortified and the enemy’s lorces were
distributed in great depth as the most successful formation in which to meet a
great attack.
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The enemy’s strenght amounted to eight divisions and one separate hrigade.

Docuinents captured in June 1918, had shown that the enemy had a plan for
evacuating the salient in case Lhis became necessary. Prisoncrs and deserters
as well as abnormal activity noted by observers now gave evidence that the
enemy had now begun Lo move his arbillery and malerial out of the salient in
anticipation of an atiack.

GLENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE ATTACK

The operation was initiated al 1:00 a. m. September 12(h by a heavy artillery
fire of destruction. Through reinforcements of French arlillery the Ist Army
had al its disposal 2.971 guns for the artillery preparation, Much of this artillery
was of heavy calibre and the destruction and disorganization which it caused
within the salient was very great. While, as has been mentioned, the Germans
were in process of gradually evacuating the salient the attack was a tactical sur-
prisc and Lhis orderly evacuation was thrown into the utmost- disorder by the
artillery long range fire on the enemy’s roads. Fire directed against, the defenses
proper was also very effective in tearing up trenches and driving personnel to cover.
On the southern face of the salient artillery fire was continued from 1:00 a. m,
to 5:00 a. m. On the western face the preparation wus continued until 8:00 a.
nm. Due to the fact thal the enemy was withdrawing his artillery as well as to
the overpowering superiority of American guns the enemy artillery reaction, espe-
cially toward the center of the salient, was light.

At 5:00 a. m. the six American divisions in the front line on the southern
face of the salient and west of the Moselle advanced. The advance was preceded
Dy a rolling barrage and assisted by French tanks manned partly by American and
partly by French. Tanks and Engineer detachments equipped with wire cutters
and Bangalore lorpedoes went forward to cut the wire. To American infantry the
wire did not prove as great an obstacle as our previous information had led us to
expect.  In many places the wire was old and badly kept up, some gaps had been
cut by artillery fire, other gaps were made by the lanks; above, all, the enemy,
demoralized by the volume of artillery fire and the suddenness of the attack, did
not, except in certain sectors, make a stubborn defense.  In an irresistible dash
the American soldier went over, under and through the wire which had held up
the Allied advanee for four years, All the initial objectives were taken on sche-
duled time. The altack was now so evidently suctessful that the schedule of
attack was advanced and the salient, was pinched out by a junction of the 4th and
5th Corps in the vicinity of Vigneulles and Hattonville, effecled carly in the
morning of September 131h.

In spite of heavy rains, which had made the ground soggy and difficult, many
of Lhe tanks accompanied the infantry through the Lrench systems, and did
valuable work in wiping out machine-gun nests Lhat constituted the main reliance
ol the German in his effort to cover his withdrawal.

To insure the success gained against the enemy reaction, it was essential to
push the artillery up, and passage of the Rupt-de-Madt and smaller streams had
to be assured. In addition, ammunition, food and other supplies had to go
forward, The supply of Lhe advance over a country poor in roads and in which
the existing roads were cut by trench systems, torn by shell fire, and heavy from
late rains, was met only by making of communications and circulation tactical
considerations of the first importance. The engineer organizations had a most
difficult, problem in assuring the passage of artillery and Lrains.

Command of the air was assured by 1.481 airplanes, perhaps the most impor-
tant air concentration the Weslern front ever saw.

The advance was halted on the army objective; the defense of this objective
was organized and strong reconnaissance [orces pushed abead.
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HostiLe Sirvation oN NIGHT or SgpTeMBER 15-161h

The enemy occupied generally the posilion known as the Hindenburg ling,
[rom Pagny-sur-Moselle, (hrough Chambley. Immediately on our front his
31st and 193rd Divisions, formerly in reserve, had been put im line, and other
hastily collected units had been put in line, and other hastily collecled units had
Leen rushed into the defense. Movements in the rear indicated that reserves
were being brought up on the front hetween the Meuse and Itain, and the German
was evidently using every means in his attempl Lo limit an expected further

American effort.
Ba1Tit ORDER or THE lst ARMY NIGHT OF SErTEMBER {D-16

Ist Corps : o
82nd, 90th, Hth, 2nd Divisions in line.
78th Division relieving 2nd Division.
4th Corps : o
89th and 42nd Divisions in line.
3rd and 1st Divisions in reserve.
2nd French Colonial Corps @ ) o o
39Lh Division and 2nd French Dismounted Cavalry Divisions in line,
26th French Division in reserve.
Oth Corps : o o
26th Division (U. 8.) and 15th Colonial Division (French) in line.
4th Division in reserve.
Army reserves :
35th Division at Liverdun.
91st Division enroute to Verdun sector at Vavincourt,

80th Division enroute Lo Verdun sector al Souilly.

Resurts or THE OPERATIONS

The great result of the operation was development of the 1st Army as an
eflective weapon for more vital fighting. The moral gain was also great. A
large operation had been carried out with exact, precision. All objectives had
been reached on scheduled lime, even though the schedule had been shortened
as the progress of the attack permitted. Such a complete success with light
losses had naturally raised the spirits of the command. Some of the old units
which had been formerly engaged in bitler fighting looked on the operalion merely
as a successful maneuver. Earlier Allied offensives of 1918 had been successiul
only over ground captured by the Germans in the same year, and consequently
not complety organized into a trench system. This operation had proved to the
Allied Command that in the present state of the German defense American troops
could successfully attuck defenses on wich four years of labor had been spent.

In a material way the gain was also important. The Paris-Avricourt railroad
was [ree. More than 200 square miles of territory had been restored to France.
The captures included 13.251 prisoners, 466 guns, 702 machine guns, many trench
mortars and small arms, ordnance material, engincer material, quantities of
anununilion, clothing and equipment, telegraph material, railroad material, and
rotling stock. )

The casualties for the 1st Army were about 11.000.  Considering the numbers
engaged and the results obtained the losses were remarkably light.

The defenses to which the enemy had been driven back were not complete,
and neither his defense nor his forces were well organized. A further advance
could undoubtedly have been made on Metz and the Briey region. However,
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the 1st Army was commilted to the Meuse-Argonne operation within two weeks.
Many of the troops Lo be used in that operation had been engaged in the Saint-
Mihiel drive, and it was necessary to free them immediately. Teserve divisions
were started in motion toward the Meuse-Argonne front as soon as the sueccess
of the Saint-Mihiel operation was assured and before it was completely terminated
Front-line divisions were subsequently withdrawn for the same purpose, and the
Saint-Mihiel front was relunctantly permitted to stabilize.

SAINT-MIHIEL SALIENT
Hineraire 2nd Day

SAINTE- MENEHOULD
{Leave at 8 : 00 hours.}

CLERMONT-EN-ARGONNE
AUTREGOURT
BEAUZEE-SUR-AIRE
CHAUMONT-SUR-AIRE
" PIERREFITTE
RurT-DEVANT-SATNT-MIHITI
CHAUVONCOURT

The village of Chauvoncourl was held by the Germans as a bridge-head
covering bridge at Saint-Mihiel over the Meuse until the American offensive in
the salient.

SAINT-MIHIEL

Sainl-Mihiel was the only point on the Meuse sonth of Verdun reached by
the Germans in their first drive of 1914. This was the extreme point of their
salient and i addition to the town they obtained a bridgehead across the Meuse
including the village of Chauvoncourt. The fort Lo the south of the town, Forl
du Camp des Romains, was Lhe only fort in the permanent line of the Meuse
defenses. which was captured by the Germans and held for four years, Lhius assuring
their hold on Saint-Mihiel. Owing to the fact that the Germans held from two
to three thousand French civilians in the town throughout the war, the French
never bombarded it seriously, though most of the houscs along the River were
demolished. During theroffensive of Seplember 12, 1918, Saint-Mihiel itself was
not attacked, but was pinched out by the action of the two American altacks
further to the east and north. 1t was occupied on the 13th of September by the
30th French Division, and on that day it was entered by General Pershing and
President Poincare. '

VERBANDPLATZ

Verbandplatz was a German Post of Command for the sector in front. 1t is
a good example of some of the wonderful concrete work done by the Germans in
this scctor. By walking from here south. 500 meters, one gets a good idea of the
trench warfare in this vicinity. There are numerous concrete machine gun
positions, trenches and dugouts. A stop of 20 minutes should be made here.

APREMONT

At Apremont the German lines descended from the heights of the Mcuse into
the plains of the Woevre. As this point was the pivol of the German foothold
on the heights. Tt was altacked repeatedly in 1914 and 1915 by the French in an
offorl to force the evacuation of the salient. The French defenses in the neigh-
borhood of Apremont have many concrete reinforcements and pill boxes with
heavy bands of wire and form one of the best examples of a system of trench
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ositions. Looking south from Apremont the French Fort of Liouville, one of
the Toul Forls, can be seen about one and one-half kilometres in Lhe distance.
This fort was held by the French throughoul the war. On leaving Apremonl
party passes through No Man’s Land into the old French lines. The isolated
ridge one kilometre to the left is Loupmont.

BoucoNVILLE

French and American front line town. The tanks thab accompanied the

Ist Division in their attack on September 12, 1918, were assembled in the woods
coutheast of Bouconville and had Lo use the Bouconville-Xivray-Richecourt road
{o get into position for the attack, crossing the creek Rupt-de-Mad at Richecourt.
The left imit of the 1st Division sector was a north and south line halway belween
Bouconville and Xivray.
‘ XI1VRAY

French and American front line town. Scene ol several successful raids
launched from herc by the Ist Division in March, 1918.

RicHECOURY

German front line lown. No Mun's Land is crossed between Xivray and
Richecourt. From here one ecan see Loupront Ridge to the southwesh aand
Montsec to the west, both of which were in the German lines. These were used
as observation posts, Montsec especially. The Germans practically honeycombed
Montsec with dugouls and galleries due to its importance as an observation posl,
over the Woevre.  During Uhe attack of September 12th the left of the Ist Division
passed 1.000 yards east of Montsec with no troops on its flank. Montsec was
neutralized by heavy concentration of high explosives and smoke which screened
the advancing Infantry [rom observation.

SEICHEPREY

This sector is a parl of what was known as the Toul sector and as it had
been quiet since 1915 it was used as a training sector for new divisions. Our
first division had its initial appearanée in the line here from October 21 to
November 20, 1917. When the 26th Division occupied this sector the Germans
put on a large scale daylight raid on April 20, 1918, using about a thousand special
assaull troops for the purpose. Placing a heavy box barrage around Xivray,
Seicheprey and the Bois de Remieres, the enemy attacked at dawn aided by a
heavy fog. The front line positions were overrun and Seicheprey taken. The
Germans stopped at the Sibille trench and the corner of the woods just to Lhe
west of Seicheprey. The box barrage had cut oft the troops within it from outside
help and also hindered their retirement.  Battalion Headquarters for the battalion
occupying this sectoi was in Seicheprey. The Germans cleaned up most of the
town, destroyed the dugouts, kitchen and first-aid station, captured the Battalion
Headquarters and all its papers and on an appointed signal withdrew to ihe
cemetery which they held as an advance post in front of the Sibille trench, and
which they now organized for defense. The Germans came over in three parties:
from the north northeast and northwest: all arriving at the town about the same
time and all having over come the resistance of the Americans in the trenches.
The Germans held the Sibille trench all day while the Americans were making
preparations for a counter altack. The day passed quictly except for the artillery
fire, but just a little before the counter-attack was ordered, American patrols
discovered that the Germans had abandoned the Sibille trench and returned to
their own lines. Our casuallics were 657, including 187 prisoners.  The German
losses were probably heavy as they left 2 number of dead on the field, though
they were able to evacuate most of their wounded. Shortly after this affair the
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Boche published a picture in the Gazelle des Ardennes showing the prisoners they
had captured. This paper was a propaganda sheet widely distributed on the
front by balloons and aircraft. It was gotten out presumably for the benefit of
prisoners of war and civilians in oceupied areas.

The right flank of the Ist Division rested on Seicheprey. [or the allack of
September 12, 1918. .

A stop of 20 minutes should be made on the hill half-way between Seicheprey
and Beaumont where this terrain can easily he seeng

JEAUMONT
IFraney

All along the road to the norlh may be scen the French and American front
line system. At Flirey the small ridge Lo the north was No Man’s Land. It
i« in ihe 89th Division’s sector limit running north and south, about two kilo-
melres east of Flirey. '

Liyey

The 2nd Division was on the right of the 89U Division. Limey was in the
20d Division’s sector of September 12, 1918. This Division jumped off from
trenches 500 metres north of the town on September 12Uh.

SAINT-PIERRE-AURERRE

Here a sharp turn is made to the northwest in the direction of Thiaucourt.
Al this corner was a Battalion Headquarters during our occupation of the line
prior to September 12, The large woods to the northeast is the Foret du Bois le
Prolre, which was in the sector of the 90th Division in Lhe atlack of September 12,
1918,
ReonipvinLe-Ex-Haye

Freneh and American front line town. Regaieville was the right limit of
the 2nd Division and the left limit of the bth Division on Sept. 12, 1918, The
road from there to about two kilometres southeast of Thiaucourt was the sector
line between the 2nd and Hth Divisions. Road passes through No Man’s Land.

THIAUCOURT

This Lown was an imporlant German railbead for the supplying of Lhe troops
on e south face of the Saint-Mihiel Salienl and afterwards the raithead of the
92nd Division of the 2nd Army. It was one of Lhe vitalspots in the salient.
This town was captured by the 3rd Brigade of the 2nd Division in the morning
of September 12, The troops then pushed forward and consolidated their lines
on the high ground north of the town. Here the 2nd and 5th Divisions mel and
repulsed German counter-atiacks.  On the left of the road leaving Thiaucourl
there is a large American cemetery of those killed in the Saint-Mihiel fight.

BeNey '

i

Sarnt-Bixorr (Trun to Left).
VIGNEULLES

Vigneulles was in the center of the Salient and was the most important
German railhead in Lhe area. Il was a voad center and stored here were large
quanlities of supplies of all kinds. It was in this town thal the patrols of Lhe
96th Division mel those of the 1st Division at aboul 2 : 00 A. M., September 13,
thus completing the cutting-off of Lhe Salient. The 26Lh Division had come down
the Grande Tranches de Calonne through Haltonchatel while the 1st Division
had advanced north through the Bois de Nonsard.
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HATTONCHATES.
Stop shou
the point of this hill a wondreful view can be had of the enlire southern part of
the Saint-Mihicl Salienl. From here onecan sce Lake le Ghaussee through which
the lines passed after the altack, the vast plain of the Woevre and as far north
as Fresnes-en-Woevre. This point is Lhe most, suilable in the salient from which
one can make a study of the operations from maps and information furnished.
Treaty helween French and Germans in 1814 slated that this place could not he

fortified for a period of 100 years.

uld be made here for 45 minules and lunch had at Lhis place.  From

o ae

SAINT-MAURICE-SOUS-L1S-COTES
FriEsNES-EN-WOEVRIE

The town of Fresnes had been held as a strong point by the Germans sinee 1910,
when most of the destruction seen here was done.  In the attack of September 12,
the 4th Division took the town by assault and the line was stabilized onc kilometre
Lo the east of it, where it stayed till November 10, when the 33rd Division made
an attack and pushed Lhe line forward as far-as Marcheville, aboul 3 kilometres
beyond. Concrete construction here iz well worlh noting.

VILLE-EN-WOEVRE
Braguis
Wanco
Eramw

~ This town was held by I'rench until the beginning of the attack of Verdun
in 1916 when the French cvacuated it for stronger positions near the hills east of
the Meuse. Our lines were just in fronl of Llug town when the Armistice was
signed. There are quite a number of good examples of fortified houses and
German concrebe work in this town well worlh sceing, especially the house on the
left of the road ahoul he center of the town which, it is claimed, was visited by
about the center of the town which, it is claimed, was visited by General Von
Hindenburg. Refreshments may be had in this old house.

. ix

This lown was in No Man’s Land after the battle of Verdun in 1916.  From
l.lle road here one gels a good view of the hills surrounding the town of Verdun.
Fort. Vaux and several of the smaller forls can be seen.

VERDUN

‘ This finishes the trip through the Saint-Mihiel Salient.” In returning from
here to Romagne the story of the ground over which the parly passes will be
covered in the next day’s trip.

Bras

VACHERAUVILLE

SAMOGNEUX

CONSENVOYE
SivRy-sUR-MEUSE

ViLosNEs-sUR MEUSE
Dun-sur-Mzusk
Royaceyn (Night will be spent al, Romagne).
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CHAPTER TV
THE MEUSE-ARGONNE OPERATIONS

.

Practically all ol the supplies and evacuations of the German armics in
France were dependent on Lwo great railway systems : one passing through Liege,
and the other through Luxembourg and Metz forming the four track line through
Sedan and Mezieres.  Neither system alone could supply the German masses in
[france, and no other important lines were availoble hecause the mountainous
region of the Ardennes had forbidden the construction of an east-west line through
that vegion. Tn addilion, this latter line afforded the enemy the greatest facility
for quick transportation of his Lroops [rom one secter Lo another, as it was not
more than aboal 50 kilometers from the front in certain places. Iarly in 1918
the German Staff concluded thal eventually their decreasing man-power would
cause Lhem Lo retire to the east side of the Meuse. They planned to use the
Verdun region as a pivot and this railroad was nceded to carry out, their project.
The Mense-Argonue [ront on September 26 was 50 kilometers from the railroad
through Sedan.  Off to the cast of the American sector lay the famous Briey
iron deposits ol Furope, and from which fields the Germans took the iron and
steel nevessary for their ammunition. Their losses would be latal to their armies.
An advance 1n the Awerican sector would make these fields subject to a flank
attack. Along this front were the Hindenburg, Volker, Freya and Kriemhilde
Stellungs, all within a distance of 20 kilometers, while on the other fronts they
were much more widely separated. A short quotation from an order of Gen. Von
der Marwitz, who commanded the German bth Army just west of the Meuse,
issued in Seplember 1918 will show the importance of this sector : ’

“ The Hlh Army once again may have to bear the brunt of the fighting of
the coming weeks on which the security of the Fatherland may depend. The
fate of a large portion of the Western front, perhaps of our nation, depends on the
holding of the Verdun front.”

East of the Meuse the dominating heighis not only secured the enemy's lelt
but gave him positions in which powerful artillery could be installed to bring
an oblique fire on the western bank. Batteries located in the elaborately fortified
Argonne Forest seeured the vight flank and could even cross their fire with those
guns on the east hank of the Mcuse.  Midway between the Meuse and the Argonne
the heights of Montfaucon afforded the enemy perfect observation and formed
a strong natural position which he had forlified. But while these were the most
prominent fealures the cast and west ridges, abutling on the Meuse and the Aire
valleys, affording as thev did, perfect machine gun positions, were perhaps the
natural fealures which most favored the desperate defense which the enemy
would have to make. Behind Montfaucon, wooded heights such as those west
of Romagne and north of Barricourt constituted natural defences which werce
most, favorable to the defence and most unfavorable to the offense. Finally, nol
the least of the difficullies faced by our troops were those resulling from the
breadth of No Man’s Land and the absolute destruction ol roads across that area.

Even though the attack would have to be ‘made against so slrong a natural
position it was neverbheless a secbor in which Lhe fighting conld be forced. Thus,
by compelling the enemy to draw in re-inforcemenls, the advance of our Allies
farther west conld be assisted.  Above all, if the American Avmy could break
this fine in this sector, the end of the war would be in sight.

CONCENTRATION O TROOPS

When on Sept. 2. the decision to attack on Lhe Meuse-Argonne front was
veached, the [sh Army was engaged in the preparation of the St. Mihiel drive.
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A portion of Lhe staff was withdrawn frem the St. Mihiel operation, and plans
were at once hegun for iniliating the new operation.

Arcoxxir-Miruse

The original concentration for the Meuse-Argonne operation included 15
dlvmons Ol ﬁmc th li‘«t. Srd, 4th, .V)fh, 80th, 82nd and 91st were involved

1 i a1 lhia O ITE L awnd QD in gectors in the
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Vosges; the 981!:, 32ne and 77th were in the neighborhood of Soissons; the 79th

])lvmon was in one¢ of our lraining areas, and | the 33rd was near Bar-le-Duc.
D. all of the NRL1IPN Jd ko iliaries which could he
4 l(l(llb(lll\ ait UL Le (li(/lllbl\” (lll SEeIVICe aiiu ouncy auxiaries WAlCH RS Aw)

found for the new operation, were committed Lo the St. Mihiel drive and could
only he moved after it was completed.

Arrangemenis Lo move all units not to be employed in the St. Mihiel fight
wore hr\nrnn al once, and on the second d'\\ (‘M)nf 13 of that f!tfhl reserve divisions
and Arm\ artillery umi s hegan movmg towards the Meuase- Al'fronne front. Other
artiliery, Corps and Army altlllon and tanks followed and finally some of the
hvhu)nx which had been in first line in the SL. Mihiel attack were withdrawn and
joined in the masses moving to the new scene of aclion. To insure secrecy :'111
movements had fo he made at night and as only ihree rouies were avauabie,
the roads were jammed Lo utmost capacity. The movement of masses mwo]ved
was one of the most delicate and difficult prohlenu of the war and its successful
accomplishmenf. is a fribute to the Staff work of the 1st Army.

P ihe Meuse to t
O1 vl lb AFALLED 3 L953
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Tdaau J
western edge of the Argonne passed 1o the 1st Army, with 1}0‘1 dquarters at Souill
the 17th French (‘orps with three divisions pa\‘sed to the command of lhe Ist
Armyv and the Army Front now extended from e Htha M 1
4aLiirly 4 one lllllb\ (PO NOW eXoCniaea ront \(lﬁlz OL Une ivi S
edge of the Argonne. The Meuse-Argonne {ront had been taken over f om the
9nd French Army which had rendered much assistance in rouling troops, filling
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and after hmmg forescen Lhe other thousand and one necessilies which confront
staffs, the Ist Arimy stood on the night. of September 25-26, ready for the attack.

oselle to the western
0O8Cue o e esnern

On the night of Sept. 26-26 the enemy had ten divisions in line and ten in
reserve on the front Fresnes- en-Woevre-Argonne Forest.  After St. Mihiel the
Germans had naturally expected a further American effort, hut, successful ruses

st of the line of the Meuse, extending as far south as Luneviile, had deceived
the enemy and as a mnaouuvnco the actual attack came as a tactical surprise.
[hc QHI[)I‘I\L‘ feature had also been assisted by 3”(1119)(’In(‘nt‘s under whlth a screen
of French troops covered our first line until the last possibic moment before faun-
ching the attack.

Ist ARMY BATTLE ORDER

25-26 the baltle order of the 1st Army from right to

On the night. of Sept.
Oor ()r ,]H‘]rvk was a8 .‘\)H““\ : [‘(h(} )}‘(I 4 Orne “‘1‘{ ]1 fhl—\ 3"']"1 Solh

left on Lhe secl
and 4th Divisions in line and the 3rd Division in reserve: the Hth Corps with the
Jsdtn, o/th and Ulst Divisions in line and the 32nd Division in reserve; Lhe Ist
Corps with the : 35th, 28th and 77th Divisions in line and the 92nd Division in
reserve; m AIIH\ Reserve were the 1s 5, R9th and 82nd Division in rear respectively
of the 3rd, Hth and s Corps; the bl French (ul\wlll\ Division was also in Airmy
Reserve. ])Il(‘ to the Tact that ‘Hh”ﬂl\ Organiz: ns had not vel QH‘!V(‘(' F(:I

much of the infantry shipped over in the great | ..-oup movements of May, June
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and July, many of the divisions were not served by Lheir own artillery brigades.
The 33rd. C376h, 79Uk and 91st Divis

u S LMIVISIONS W

. e 51 I.I‘Juul \{ })v }Jll%d\‘lb) uLw }H/IUL g1y
Lo thcse OlgalllLdf.lQllb, whxlc the 3rd, 32nd, 92nd, and 29th Divisions in reserve,
had no artillery brigades. The shortage in artillery material was ]artrelv made .

v by the o udqn,m miven hv 1ha L,.,m,l\ Oammand who do amnle raneh
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artillery units available for the use in this operation, so ihat a total of 2,775 guns
supported the atlack

In addition, the appropriate Corps and Anny troops were available. These
included 189 small tanks, of which 142 were manned by Americans, and the remain-
der by French, and 821 airplanes, 604 manned by Americans and the remainder
by French.

/\Ii]”f—ﬂ \/ 'In'Pth | 1on [ire on comniumnl r,llln'n\ n\ H\n r
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1 was heonn sixv hours
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bhefore the mlimlmfdnt} attack. Three hours hefore Lhe attack, ﬁr was increased

and 1ntense artillery pl(‘pdl‘ ation all along the front commenced. At 5 : 30 a. m.,
Sept. 26, the artillery preparation ¢ ]quﬂpri toa nd the
advanced., The oqu\‘ over running of the enemny’x livst posilions led to the hope
that the Bth French Cavalry Division in Army Reserve might be pushed through
the lines to exploit the success in Lthe direction of Grand Pre.  However, blocked
roads and other causes prevented ’he cavalry from getting through before the
enemy reorganized his (i(,i(,[lb The cavalry did not reac h Varennes and the
HLh French Cavaley Division to (L no further nr\rf in the fight.

The success of the initial assault having heen assured the critical problen:
hecame the movement. of arl/illm\' and munilions across the trackless No-Man’s
l and et b A SE dha faseang Tha atrano b
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Montfaucon, which had not !ulmn on the 26th, also interfered with moving guns
forward; but at 11 a. m.. September 27, the 79Lh Division captured Montfaucon,
and tho aamtor of tha Bes which had f‘nﬂ s Babindgd both Tanlre went farmvard
Ay \Illb CCNelr O1 o] UG, AL n siast ianei ooning Do JIAAIAS, WL 101 ward.
At that hour, the right had made a splendid advance into the woods south of
Brieulles-sur-Mcuse, but the extreme left was meeling strong resistance in the
Avonnno Tho attanl: cantiniind wifthant infarenmtion \hrl tha enemy, rec oenizZIina
JlJbULL‘llb. 4 JIL avvvatn Ludidiiueu \\Jl/lllJL.Kl'Jll(/\,llllt!\lzvjl €I LI Caavana [ L\‘..,lllt LEERS
his danger, threw six new divisions into line before Sepl. 29, clovolop(\d a powerful
machine-gun deflense, supported by hceny artiliery five, and made frequent coun-

ter-attacks with fresh troons. na rlv on ']n {14y vvl' nf the 28th and 35th
er-attacks wiin ire LIOOpE, pa ariy on thie dront oth

Divistons.

By nightioll of the 29th the lst Atmy line w as :l}}DlO\HTdf(’IV Bois de la Cote-
lJLl’l()!]l AV(“I'“[UI“ \ll]l“l()n \()“ln\’\""*b HCTORS lllL’ \lUUJlIl(/ ‘Ul”b ()1 {/“L (U\l‘
sions had suffered scverely.  Units had become 111{011111115116(1 on account of the
difficult nature of the ground over which they had :l“.d(k(‘(l and the fog or !hukm"«
which had covered them. Relief of these divisions had thevefore to bhe niade
before another coordinated general attack couid he launched. Conscquently,
on the mght of Sept. 29 tho 37th and ”‘}th Divisions were relieved by the 32nd

i o - Lo T1e Tix PN -
and 3rd Divisions respectively, and on the following night the 1st Division relieved

the 35th Dmsmn.

At B 130 a. m., on October 4 the general atfack was venewed. The ovder
of battle ot first hne divisions and (AUlpb from right o left was as follows : 3rd
(m"n\ with the 33rd, 4th and 80th Div ions in {ront line; Bth Corps with the
ions in front line; st Corps with Lhe Ist, 28th and 77th Divi-
sions in front line. The number of enemy divisions on the front from Fresnes-
en-Woevre to the A rgonne had increased frrml 201 Lo 23 divisions 1n line and n
veserve and comprised his best divisions. The resistance was de\pex ate and only
small advances were realized except on the right of the ist L;Ol‘ps By evenng
of Oct. bthe line was approximately Bois de la( IOY(‘ Lemont-Bois du Fay s-Gresnoes-
Hill 240-Fleeville- -Chehery-southwest through the Argonmne.

On Oct. 6 the battl(‘ was extended to the cast of the Meuse, in pursuance of

instructio A Imeana the oxtent of Lthe hattle-front, nnz! thug invy r\hnnn
isu UCLIONs rec Ul\ (163 UU LIIe 1CLID\4 ¢ CXTCNnU 01 wie VIL( LB 8y taafe Laled A iV

more German divisions.  On Oct. 8 the 17th French Corps made a general al tack

'n”in(_y} harr age, and the infantry
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on the front cast of the Meuse with the following divisions in line from right Lo
left: 28th Trench Division, 18th French Division, 29th and 33vd American Divi-
sions. This attack fell on the exact pivot of the enemy’s salient formed by the
whole of the enemv’s armies in Northern France and our troops encountered
elaborate fortifications and desperate resistance. Although the attack progressed
until Oct. 10, the advance realized was nol suflicient Lo relieve complelely the
troops west of the Meuse [rom enfilade artillery fire from the east bank.

Tn the meantime on Oct. 7, the 1st Gorps launched the S2nd Division in an
attack northwest towards Cornay to outflank the Germans in the Argonne, and
Lo free the 28th and st Divisions from the enfilading fire coming from the eastern
edge of the forest. The success of the 82nd Division in this altack was marked
and did much to break down resistance in the Argonne. The 28th Division was
relieved on the night of Oct, 8-9 by the extension ol the fronl of the 82nd Division,

On October 9 Lhe Sth Gorps altacked, with the Ist Division reinforeed by one
brigade of the 91st Division and the 32nd Division. The stubbornest defense
was encountered and the fighling was desperate hut an advance was made.  On
Oct. 10 the Argonne was cleared and on the night of Oct. 11 the line was approxi-
mately Bois d’Ormont (north of Verdun) Molleville-Farm-Sivry-sur-Meuse-Bois
de 12 cote-Lemont-Bois de Foret-Cunel-Romagne-Sommerance-Aire River-west
to Grand Pre. '

On the night of Oct. 11-12 the Ist Division was relieved by the 42nd Division
and the 80th Division by the Hth Division, hoth relieving divisions coming from
the Saint-Mihiel front. lLocal attacks continued on Oct. 12-13 preparalory to a
general allack and on Oct. 14 this attack was delivered on a Iront from north of
Verdun to Saint-Juvin. The order of battle in line on the front of attack from
right to left was : 17th French Corps with the 26th French Division, 18th French
Division, 29th and 33rd Americans Divisions; 3rd Corps with the 4th, 3rd and
Hth Divisions; bth Corps with the 32nd and 42nd Divisions; and the Lsb Gorps
with the 82nd and 77th Divisions. Stubborn resistance was encountered every-
where and on most of the front only small advances were realized.  Nevertheless, -
the La Cote-Dame-Marie fell and the Kriemhilde Line of defense was broken.

On Oct. 18 there was heavy fighting east of the Meuse and the dogged offensive
continued everywhere by local operations. On Oct. 23, the 3rd and Sth Corps
pushed northward as far as Bantheville. It was now necessary to relieve certain
troops, consolidate positions and generally to get forces and supplies in hand
before attempting another general altack. The remaining days ol Octobér were
therefore devoted to preparing for the great attack to be launched on Nov. 1.

- The material results which had been obtained by the 1st Army up to the
end of October may be summarized as follows : the enemy's most elaborately
prepared positions had heen broken through; the southern half of the Argonne
was in our hand; 18,600 prizoners, 370 cannons, 1,000 machine guns and countless
materiel of all sorts caplured; an increasing number of German divisions rising
from 20 in line and reserve on Sept. 26 Lo 31 on Oct. 31, had been drawn into the
ﬁghti; the great railroad artery through Carignan and Sedan was seriously threa-
tened. ‘

In preparation for Lhe Meuse-Argonne allack the 1st Army had merely
extended its front, retaining command of the troops on the old St. Mihuel [ront.
But by early Oclober the ration strengh of the 1st Army, including the French
troops, had risen to over 1,000,000 men, and for this and other reasons the orga-
nization of another Army was necessary.  On Oct. 10, therefore, the 2nd American
Army was crealed and on Oct. 12 Major General Robert L. Bullard was assigned
to command it; the 8t. Mihicl front exfending from Port-sur-Seille to Fresnes-
en-Woevre was taken [rom the 1st Army and assigned to the 2nd Army.  On
Oct. 12 the Commander-in-Ghief assigned Major General Hunter Liggetf to com-
mand of the 1st Armiy and, establishing his advanced headquarters at Ligny-en-
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Barrois, assumed command of the group of armics formed by the 1st and 2nd
American Armies,

The prospect which hecame more and more a cerlainty of forcing an early
conclusion of Lhe war made it essential Lo keep all troops in line to the utmost of
thetr power and cndurance, and therefore forbade the rest to which the Lried
divisions were richly entitled. Divisions which could no longer remain on the
battle front were therefore often sent to the calmer seclors of the 2nd Army.
Notwithstanding Lhe fact thal il was conslantly composed of Lired divisions, the
2nd Army managed by energetic allitude to keep the enemy in ifs front in constanl
drcad. The 2nd Army was also prepared, as will he noticed later, to launch a
powerfuloffensive when all plans were interrupled on November 11 by the armistice,

SECOND AND FINAL PHASE OF MEUSE-ARGONNE

The French 4th Army. as well as our 1st Army, had felt the need ol a period
ol comparative inaclivity, so thal the troops might he rcorganized and supplics
accumnulated for another concerted attack. It was, of course, desirable that Lhe
attack of the Ist Army and that of the French 4th Army should be simultaneous.
As a resull of conferences with French G. H. Q. and Marshal Foch’s Ileadquarters,
Novembher 1 was finally sclected as the day of the allack. ‘

The general objective of the atback was still the region Sedan-Mezieres, and
its primary purpose was, of course, to cut the great railroad.

The 1st and immediate object of the 1st Army was the caplure of Buzancy
and the heighls of Barricourt, Lhe oufflanking of the northern part, of the Argonne,
and establishing contact with the 4th French Army near Boult-aux-Bois.

The line on the night of Oct. 31-Nov. 1 ran approximately.as follows : Meuse
River-Clery Le Grand-north of Bantheville-soulh of "Saint-Georges-north of
Saint-Juvin-north of Chevieres. The order of hattle from right to left was as
follows : 3rd Corps with the 5th and 90th Divisions in line and the 3rd Division
reserve; oth Corps with the 89th and 2nd Divisions in line and the 1st and 42nd
Division in reserve; 1st Corps with the 80th, 77th and 78th Divisions in line and
the 82nd Division in reserve. The 32nd Division was in Army reserve. The
attack was preceded by two hours’ violent artillery preparation. By continuous
cffort all available artillery had heen moved forward to suitable positions Lo cover
the infuntry advance, and was well co-ordinated in a tremendous preparation.
The enemy was overwhelmed and broke before the determined infantry, The
srd Corps took Andevanne, and the 5th Corps pushed forward most rapidly and
drove the enemy from the heights of the Bois de Barricourt, a formidabie obstacle
which had blocked the way to Sedan.

On Nov. 2 the 1st Corps joined more actively in the movement which had
now hecome an onslaught that the enemy could not contain.  On the 3rd, troops.
were rushed forward in motor trucks in pursuit of the demoralized enemy. By
the night of Nov. 3 the 1st Corps had reached St. Pierremont, the Hth Corps had
taken Fosse and the Srd Corps Beauclair, The enemy’s line had heen pierced to
a distance of nearly 20 kilometers and selected heavy batieries were rushed forward
to fire on the important railroad lines at Montmedy-Longuyon and Conflans. The
ullimate object of the whole operalion was now within reach,

On thedth of Novemberthe pursuil was continued and operations were extended
Lo the cast bank of the Meuse. By night our troops were established on the west
hank opposite Stenay, and on Nov. 5 our line was beyond Stonne on the west of
the Meuse, while on the east bank the bth Division of the the 3rd Corps had
crossed the river and progressed over two kilometers east of Brieulles and Dun-
sur-Meuse.  Jusl west, of the Meunse the enemy resistance had been completely
disorganized. Al his reserves had been used up and his first, line divisions were



»

in flight. To the cast of the Mecuse, however, the enemy still held, and pmg{-«-ss
was slow. On Nov. 6 the 1st Corps pushed seven kilometers beyond Raucourl.
The great railway artery was within easy artillery range and a continuation of
our efforts and Lhose of our Allies farther north meant the end of all the German
armiecs in northern France.

Since Oclober 7-on which date it became ceortain that the German could nul
wrest from the 1st Army its initial success in breaking the Meuse-Argonne line,
the Germian Government had sought, through the President of the United States
to secure an armistice, which needless Lo say, would, in the German mind, be
acceptable to Germany.

Several exchanges ol noles helween the German Government and the President
took place, until finally on November & the President informed Germany that
the guestion of an armistice must be taken up with Marshal Foch, the Allicd
Commander-in-Chief.  On Nov. 6, when the Tst Army had driven the German
until his retreat became a route, the German High Command asked Marshal Foch
for a conference. Two such coincidences are not the result of chance and are
<ufficient proof that the American soldier had borne his share in sccuring viclory.
The German representatives met Marshal Foeh on the night of Nov. 7-8. The
Germans asked for an imniediate cessation of hostilities.  Marshal Foch refused
and gave the Germans 72 hours in which to aceept armistice terms which had
alveady heen prepared.  All the Alies were ordered to continue their atlacks,

On Nov. 7 the river line of the Meuse to a point not far from Sedau was in
the hands of the Ist and Hbth Corps.  On Nov. 7. 8 and 9 the German forces on the
heights southeasl of Stenay were pushed into Lhe plain of the Woevre.  The 1sl
Gorps was withdrawn and tbs seclor taken over by the 4th French Army. ISasl
of the Mease the pursnit was continued.  On Nov. 10 the bth Corps forced a cros-
sing over Lhe Meuse south of Mouzon, and on Nov. 11 this Corps crossed at Slenay
and occapied that town in liaison with our 3rd Gorps on its right.

Early the morning of Nov. 11 the German Commissioners aceepted the terms
of the armistice.  American G, H. Q. was al once notified by Marshal Ioch’s
Headqguarters thal the armistice would go inlo effect al 11 : 00 a. m.  The Armies
were at once nolified, and they in turn transmitted the order through the Corps
Headquazters to the troops. ~The advance of our Lroops had been so rapid, however
that, communiecation bevond Corps Headquarters was uncertain, and in at least
one case one of our small detachments took prisoners after 11 : 00 a. m.

RESULTS OF THE MEUSE-ARGONNE OPERATIONS

From Scpt. 26 to Nov, ! the Germans emploved 46 divisions in allempling
to defend the Meuse-Argonne secbor.  This was 25 percent of the enemy’s enlire
divisional strengh on the western front. But since these divisions included
the finest Prussian shock troops the actual percentage of the enemy’s fighting
strenglh represented by the 46 Divisions was probably more than 25 percent. 1
should he recalled thal American divisions were confronting the enemy at other
points of the frout at this time also. Nolwithstanding the forces thrown in by
the enemy the 1st Army had been completely successful. The enemy’s vitol
supply line had been cut.  Nearly 20,000 prisoners, over 400 guns, more Lhan
300 trench morlars, 3,000 old machine guns and a large quantity of other material,
imncluding 3 locomotives and OO cars had been taken.

The American easualties were just under 119,000, This number was large,
but viewed in the light of resulls achieved, the casualties were light,
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Third Day of Officers Battlefield Trip
EASTERN SECTION OF MEUSE-ARGONNE AREA AND VERDUN
RomacNe

The Lown of Romagne is a fitling location [or the largest of our nalional
cemeteries as around it oecurred during the second and third wecks of October,
1918, some of the hottest fighting our troops encountered. The breaking of
the Kriemhilde Stellung al this point was vilal to the success of the American
offensive.  This formidable system of defenses extended from Grand Pre east
along the hills of the Cote Dame Marie above Romagne and across Hill 299 to
the Meuse where it, joined the main line of the Ilindenburg system. Our troops
were stopped in front of the Kriemhilde Stellung here on Oclober 8 after working
their way up from the south for two weeks of continuous fighting.  On the 9Lh of
October Lhe 32nd Division made an attack that was to sweep through the Bois de
Valoup, southwest of Romagne, break the line and envelop the town. On the
left of this attack the crest of the Cote Dame Marie was reached at one point and
held for a time, but the right was halted by the Mamelle Trench.  The 3rd Division
attacking from the south could not make much progress either. Ifarther cast
the 80th reached the Cunel-Brieulles road, bul could go no further. To the right
of the 80th the 4th took the Bois de Foret on the 12th of October, bul the bth which
had relieved the 80th was punished severely and was withdrawn. The 3rd Division
then side-slipped and rvelicved the bth and the latter attacked through the 3rd in
the general offensive of the 14th of October.

This offensive was launched alter a two-hour arlillery preparation hut met
the toughest kind of resistance. The 32nd was finally able to take Romagne
at, 2:00 P. M. and the 5th on its right drove ahcad and cleaned out the Bois-de
Pultiere north of Cunel. Taking the road ecastward from Romagne to Cunel
we pass ab right angles to the atlack of the bth Division. Turning south from
Cunel the road passes into the Bois de Cunel which is filled with German rest
camps. This woods wus finally cleared of the enemy on October 12th by the
3ed and 80th Divisions. The seclor of the 3rd Division was to the west of this
road and the 80th was to the east.

MapeLINE Fanm

In a clearing east of the road can be seen the group of buildings called Madeline
Farm. A patrol of the 79th Division reached Lhis point on September 28th Lul
was wiped out. Nol until October 9 was the Farm finally captured by the
3rd Division. The shattered tree trunks and the many marks of machine gun
hullets on the buildings and trees speak eloquently of the fierce nature of the
fighting for the possession of the Farm. This was the furthest point reached by
the tanks that were attached Lo the 3rd Corps.

NANTILLOIS

Continuing soulh Lhe road leads to Nantillois which was captured by the
79th Division on September 27. Just west of the town can be seen the Bois de
Beuge. The [ront line of this division was on the northern edge of Lhis wood
when they were relieved by the 3rd Division on the afternoon of September 29.
Sweeping down the slopes of Monlfaucon in exlended order in plain sight of the
enemy, the 4th and 7th Infantry of the 3rd Division suffered heavily 1n making
Lhis relief as did the 79th Division who withdrew through them.

MONTFAUCON

Following the road up the northern slope of Montfaucon the first. building
‘reached is the only one in the village that is nearly intact. Built up inside of
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Lhis house is a very solid concrele tower forming an obscrvation post. A peris-
cope 30 feet long which is now at the Military Academy al West Point was used
in this observation post and permitted the observer to take shelter well under
ground, It is said thal the German Crown Prince watched his offensive of 1916,
on Verdun from this point. From the top of this tower an excellent view may
be had of the terrain to the north. Three kilometres Lo the northwest the oval-
shaped Bois de Beuge can be scen. Beyond it to the north lie the Bois de Gunel
and the Bois de Fays. On the horizon are the Cole Dame Marie to the northwest
and Hill 299 to the north, marking the general position of the Kriemhilde Stellung.
Looking due west the dark line of the Argonne Forest appears on Lhe sky line and
the hreak in it to the north of west is the poinf at which Lhe Aire River culs -
through the Forest at Grand Pre. The best view to the south from Montfaucon
is from Lhe solid German O. I”. in the ruins of the ¢hurch on the southern edge of
the Hill. From this poinl can be seen the sectors of the 3rd and Hth Corps at
the jump-off on September 26.  Looking castward Lhe Heights of the Meuse on
the eastern side of that River are scen on the horizon. The range of low shell-
scarred hills running east and west are (1) the Cole de U’Oie from which jumped
off the 33rd Division on the extreme right of the 3rd Corps. (2) The famous
Mort ITomme, noted for the bloody fighting in 1916; the 80th Division sector
was on this hill. Patrtly on the Mort Homme and partly on (3) Hill 304 was
the sector of the 4th Division which held the left of the 3rd Corps. The white
road that can be seen winding up the slope of Hill 304 directly Lo the south,
marked approximately the Corps sectors.  West of this road came the 79th Division
of the Bth Corps. In the hroad expanse of woods to the wesl of this again were
the sectors of the 37th and 91st Divisions. The western limit of the bth Gorps
sector in the Bois de Cheppy was the bald hill east ¢f Vauquols which was in the
sector of the 35th Division. Beyond this was the 28th in the Aire Valley and
the 77Lh in the Argonne. :

On the morning of Seplember 26 Montfaucon was in the scctor of the 79th Di-
vision. Owing to the dense fog which slowed the advance and the resistance of
the encmy in the line of trenches two kilometres to the south of the hill, the
79th Division had not been able to advance beyond the woods which we see below
us by four o’clock in the afternoon. The Divisions on both flanks had pushed
forward on either side several kilometres so the 79th was ordered to make a Irontal
attack on the hill. The assaulting wave had gotten only a few hundred yards
from the edge of the woods when they were thrown back by a terrific blast of
" machine-gun and shell fire, Not until the following day alb about noon was
Montlaucon completely in the possession of the Americans.

MALANCOURT

Taking the road to the south the German line of resistance is crossed at the
point where the ground begins to slope down to the valley of the Forges Brook.,
Along this dip ran the old No Man’s Land during the greater part of the war,
The heap of ruins indicates where the town of Malancourt stood. Ield by the
French till 1916, this village marked from thal time on the German outpost line
and their conerete pill boxes can be seen commanding the roads. Irom Malan-
court, we cross the Forges Brook and it can readily be seen what an obstacle this
was when swollen by the heavy September rains. The road we lraverse across
the valley and up Hill 304 was built by the 4th Engineers immediately after the
jump-off. 40,000 sand bags were used in its construction. Passing through the
almost unrecognizable ruins of the village of Haucourt we ascend the slopes of
Hill 304 which was the scenc of so much carnage during the German offensive

ol 1916.
HiLy 304

Standing on the forward crest of Hill 304, a hundred meters wesl of the
road, we can see to the north how the German lines looked on September 26. .
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From this point the right of the 79th Division began its attack. A liftle to the
west of north Montfaucon can be seen on the sky linc. From here it is obvious
what an important obscrvation point Montfaucon was and how its height of
342 meters made it the dominating feature of this region. Looking eastward
and across the valley the round patch of woods known as the Bois de Forges
can be seen on the slope opposite our lines. It was the mission of the 33rd Division
to capture these woods and swing their front around until it faced due east, thus
covering the right flank of the 3rd Corps. This operation was carried oul with
great, precision, 900 prisoners heing taken at a cost of only 200 casualties. Later
this Division suffered hieavily in holding their lines on the river from the heavy
enemy shell fire coming from the liCIgh’m of the Mcuse opposite them. As our
offensive progressed Lhis fire became so damaging Lhat it was necessary €o put on
an auxiliary offensive east of the river on Oclober 8 to clear these Heights.

The other two Divisions of the 3rd Corps also made excellent progress on the
26th of September, driving across the rolling country w lu(h we see to the northeast
to a depth of 7 kilometres al some points.

The preparatory bombardment for the attack hegan at 11:00 P. M. on the
night of the 2bth of September with the heavy artillery, firing on known strong
oints and executing counter-hattery missions and long- distance harrassing fire.
At 2:00 A. M. the rate of ﬁzc was increased to the maximum and the 75's opened
up on the forward areas. 5:30 A. M. the 75’s started their rolling barrage at
Lhe rate of 100 yards in lhroe minutes. The barrage included a great many
smoke shells and special Gas and Flame Troops added their smoke to fhe barrage.
The dense fog complelely screened our advancing troops and reduced the number
of casualties, but also slowed down our progress so that the 79th Division lost
the barrage hefore it had worked its way through Lhe morass and heavy wire in
the bed of Uhe Forges Brook., However, our counter-battery work had: been
so effective that therc was little reaction from the enemy artillery and their counter-

barrage was very light, cavsing very few casualties.

The 79th Division jumped off in column of brigade, the regimenls bemo in
column of battalions. Other, divisiéns used different formations accordm(r to
Lhe terrain that they had to cross. Forinstance, in the case of the 33rd DlVlblUn
the formation was line of brigades and the P]éhL brigade did not move forw ard
until the left brigade had crossed the F orges Brook and swung around, taking
the Bois de borgr:s n flank and the village of Forges itself dnchy in rear.

KEsNis

Following the road south across Hill 304 the village of Esnes is reached in
the valley. This town marks the American gun line for the offensive of Sep-
tember 26. In a small area around Esnes were massed two regiments of 79's.
The destruction of this village was done mostly in 1916 during the German offensive.

MONTZEVILLE

Continuing south around the base of Hill 310 Montzeville is reached. Behind
this Hill were Inosi, of the heavy howitzers and 165 G. P. F’s. A number of
camouflaged emplacements can he seen close to the road. :

BETHELAINVILLE
FROMEREVILLE
Fort DES SARTELLES A
This Fort, was onc of the inner defenses of Verdun. It was never reached

by the Germans owing to.the stubborn defensive by the French on their outer
line at the Mort Homme and Hill 304. From a point in the woods just south
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of this fort the French 420 mortars bombarded Forts Douaumont and Vaux
when they were in the hands of the Germans.

VERDUN

The city of Verdun, although never under direct terrestrial observation of
the Germans, suffereil heavily from long-range shell fire. Especially noticeable
" is the destruction of the buildings along the streets used by the French as a circuit
road of supply through the city. One of the greatest problems of the defense of
Verdun was that of sapply. A the railroad communication south through Saint-
Mihiel and west to Sainte-Menchould were cut, all supplies for the troops in the
Verdun area had Lo be brought in by motor truck from Souilly and Bar-le-Duc.
The road over which these came was called ** Sacree ”’ and it was widened and
kept in repair by a large force of Engineers and was organized on the block system
to keep in constant motion the 1,600 trucks per day that were necessary to bring
up sufficient food and ammunilion. The four bridges across the Meuse in the
cily were conlinually fired at by the Germans to break up the supply circuit, but
by good luck they were never hit, though all of the substitute bridges that were
huilt beside them were destroyed by the German fire.

On the west side of Verdun is the citadel, of small military value as a fort,
but an excellent place in which to keep reserves in comlort and security. Its
underground galleries whose total length is 7 kilometres contain quarters for
9.000 men and can give shelter in an emergency to 25,000, Deep underground
can be seen complete kitchens, amusement halls, officers” quarters and an excellent
officers’ mess. The galleries can be visited with a guide. The tip for a part
of four is two (2) Irancs.

Forr Vaux

Taking the Etain road Lo the east, the Heights of the Meuse are reached.
On the crest about 300 metres north of the road can be seen the ruined Fort de
Tavannes. Turning to the left off the main road just before this fort is reached
and then after passing Tavannes turning to the right the Fort de Vaux is reached,
three kilometres beyond, on the castern edge of the Heights.

The underground gallerics in which the Krench and Germans foughl for six
days are a repetition of the citadel at Verdun on a small scale. They may be
visited with a guide. .

Mounting on top of the Fort an excellent view of the entire area can be had.
Looking to the northwest the hattered ruins of Fort Douaumont are seen. Looking
further to the west the next high point is the Cote de Froideterre. To the south-
west is the Fort de Souville.  In the quadrilateral formed by these three points
and Fort Vaux, the French say that there is a dcad man for every square meter
ol ground. The terrible nature of the fighling Lhal took place in this area is
attested by the nature of the ground which is one sca of overlapping shell holes.

To the east lie the plains of the Woevre. Tt would scem that the logical
direction of attack would be from the cast until it is considered Lhat these plains
are little better than a swamp during the winter and there is only one road across
them approaching Verdun from the cast, that from Etain. Also the plains do
not afford sufficient cover for the mass of artillery necessary in a major offensive.
The Germans, therefore, attacked from the north down the Heights of the Meusc.
The French line on February 21, 1916, ran across the heights about six kilometres
north of Fort Douauimont and thence south-eastward across the plains nearly
to Etain, where it turned and curved back to the heights.

After an eight-hour hombardment from 2,000 guns the Germans launched
Lheir attack on a nine kilometre front at 3:30 P. M., February 21, Fighting
for every inch of ground the French line was gradually.forced back. On the
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26Lh Fort Dounumont fell,  As the French troops tn Lhe plains were now in danger
of being culb off, the French lines were withdrawn to the Heights of the Meuse,
The French artillery west of the Meuse was holding up the advance of the German
right flank so the attack took a southwesterly dircetion on a narrower front, hut
was halted by the desperate resistance of the French,

In order to eliminate the Lroublesome artillery fire whieh was coming from
west of the river the Germans then turned their atlention to Lhe Freneh positions
ott Lhe Mort Homme and Hill 304. The whole month ol March was devoted to
terrific atlempts Lo capture these hills, bhut wilthoul success, The attack was
then reorganized and sent against Lhe French line on both sides of Lhe river,
Finally on the 22nd of May the Germans succeeded in capluring all of Hill 304
and the Mort Homme but the southern spurs, which forced the French gun line
hack to a point where the French fire could not flank the German attack east of
Lhe river.  Redoubling their efforls the Germans on June 2 carried the crest of
Fort Vaux. The garrison of 679 men under Major Raynal continued the fight
underground and Tought off the Germans wilth grenades and bayonets for six
days without food or water. Early in the morning of June 7 aboul a hundred
of the defenders fought their way out and escaped; the survivors, about 300 in
numhber, surrendered.

On June 3 the Germans carried the attack as far as Fort Souville and a
platoon got into the Fort itself, only to be driven oul. This was the high water
mark of the German atlack. Driving down the valley helween Souville and
the Cote de Froideterre the Germans gol within three kifometres of Verdun, but
could go no further. They continued their attacks pntil July 11 when they
linally gave up the task as hopeless.  The British offensive on the Somme had
started and was making too great a drain on lhe German reserves to permit
further attempts on Verdun.

Active fighting then ceased, though the sector was never quiet, unlil Octo-
ber 24 when the French put on a carcfully prepared counter-offensive with threc
divisions and retook Fort Douaumont in three hours, thus regaining at one stroke
ground that it had taken the Germans six months to win, Fort Vaux proved
harder to take and was not reduced until November 1 after it had been surrounded
by minor attacks. Encouraged by this success the French put on another offen-
sive on December 15 which went equally well and pushed the German lines back
praclically to where they were hefore they started.

FLrury

Returning on the road from Fort Vaux taking the first turn Lo the right we
pass under Uthe Fort de Souville and passing the cross-roads conlinue norlh across
the valley. Ixtending westward down into the valley is a tongue of land which
was occupied by the Germans in their furthest advance loward Verdun. At
the base of Lhis tongue was the village of Fleury of which now not a trace remains.
The fighting around this village during June and July of 1916 was the fiercest
kind of hand to hand struggle. After passing Fleury the first turn to the left is
taken which leads to the west around the shoulder of the Cote de Froideterre and
comes out on the main river road. Turning to the right here we follow the river
to the north. )

CONSENVOYE

'The road passes through the ruined towns of Bras and Vacherauville under
the shadow of the Cole de Poivre on which were the French front lines during
the most of 1916. The road climbs over the Gote de Talou and comes down
into the valley again at Samogneux which marks the jumpoff line of the 29th Divi-
sion in the offensive of October 8, 1918,  After passing through Brabant the town
of Consenvove is reached.  This village was caplured by the 33rd Division when
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they crossed the river at this point on October 8 and swung around to the norlh
over the heights.
LiNny-pEvanT-DUN

Conlinuing north through Sivry-sur-Mcuse the next town reached is biny-
devant-Dun. Kast of the road here is Iill 260 from which an excellent view
of the Meuse valley and the field of operations in Lhis arca can be had.” Sta nding
on the top of -Hill 260 and looking north the town of Dun-sur-Meuse is visible on
the hill above the river. Looking west we sce the fown of Clery-le-Petit across
the Meuse. To the southwest in a bend of the river lies Brieulles. “On November 1
the opposite bank of the river was held by the Bth Division with the 90(h on ils
left. Early on the morning of the 4th of November an attempt was made to
cross the river in the face of heavy resistance. Two companies of the 6th Infantry
managed to get across near Briculles and got as far at the canal bank to which
they clung without support. Early the following morning two foot bridges were
thrown across the river and the 10th Brigade gol over, though the rver was
swept by intense machine-gun and shell fire. The 11th Infantry pushed alead
and captured the town of Liny while Lhe 6th cleared the Bois-de-Chatillon and
took Vilosnes. This advance permitted the 9th Brigade to get across the river
at Clery-le-Petit and with the assistance of a battalion of the 11th Infantry to
capture Dun-sur-Meuse. Although they had outdistanced their artillers support
the 11th Infantry took Hill 260, which was strongly held by machine-guns und
Infantry, by direet assault. From this point castward the H5th Division drove
forward well ahead of the Divisions on its flanks, making substantial gains for
next five days until it was halted by the signing of the Armistice,

Dun-surR-MEusE

Continuing north the town of Dun-sur-Meuse is reached. Its capture on the
5th of November by the 5th Division enabled the 90th Division to get across Lhe
river at this point, and further north. Turning west here over the bridge we pass
through the town of Doulcon.

AINCREVILLE

The next town reached is Aincreville which was captured by the 90th Division
-on October 30 in a local push which they made to secure jump-off positions for
the offensive of November 1. :

BantueviLLe

The next town, Banthcviﬂe, was also captured by the 90th Division on
October 23 attacking from Lhe edge of the Bois-de-Rappes. '

RoMan:
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Fourth Day of Officers Battlefield Trip

WESTERN SECTION OF THE MEUSE-ARGONNE

ROMAGNE
BANTHEVILLE
LANDRES

Taking the road Lo the lelt at Bantheville Lhe parly passes along the northern
cdge of the Bois de Bantheville. After relieving the worn-oul 32nd Division in
the middle of this wood the 89th Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. William
M. Wright, finally cleaned it out on October 22nd. At the first eross-roads we
turn again to the left towards Landres. This cross-roads marks the point where
the 90th Division sector joined the 89th Sector for the offensive of November 1st.
The next point passed is la Dhuy Farm captured by the 89th al the jump-ofl in
that attack and then Landres-et-St. George is reached. This town was captured
by thé 2nd Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. John A. Le Jeune, on the same
morning as was the next village of St. George.  Just south of these towns lies
the heavy wire and trench system of the Kriemhilde Stellung which was held by
ten German divisions in line hetween the Meuse and the Argonne on November 1st.
Stopping on the first rise of ground heyond St. George the party reaches a hundred
metres north of the road a German concrete machine gun nest just beyond a trench
in which are a number of German graves. I'rom here can be seen Lhe area over
which the 2nd Division made their remarkable advance of cight kilometres on the
1st. They had relieved the 42nd Division which had heen held up with the rest
of the army for ten days in front of the Kriemhilde Stellung.

For this offensive enough artillery and ammunition had been accurmnulated
to put on an artillery preparation even greater than thal of Seplember 26Lh.
The barrage on Lhis occasion was 800 melres in depth and was so dense and sear-
ching that the German machine gun and artillery fire’ was abmost completely
smothered. Drisoners taken said that they had never seen such a hail of shells.
Passing along the road westward the party comes lnto the sector of the 80th
Division whose right was carried forward on the shoulder of the 2nd Division’s
whirlwind attack but whose left made no progress owing to the 77th Division being
held up in front of Champagneulle.  On the 2nd of November these troops made
a good advance and nearly caught up with the 2nd Division, This unit kepl up
its remarkable work when, on the 3rd of November, the 9th and 23rd Infantry
marched through the German lines during the night in column of squads to a
depth of nine kilometres and broke the back of the German resistance in this sector.

[ ST. JUvin

Passing along the road over which the 82nd ‘Division, commanded by Maj.
Gen. George B. Duncan, attacked on October 20 and established a line north of

the road until relieved by the 80th Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. A. Cronkhite,

the town of St. Juvin is reached. 1t was captured by the 77th Division on October.
12 after a very bitter fight. Five hundred prisoners were taken in the attack
including three majors and before the line halted most of Hill 182 north of the
town was alto taken. Conlinuing westward from St. Juvin along the Aire River
the road goes over a rise and coming down on the other side there can be scen to
the north the wooded heights of the Bois de Loges. 'To approach it the attacking
troops had to cross the wide sweep of fields in its front and here the 78th Division
suffered heavy casualties when it attempted unsuccessfully to take the woods on
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October 17th.  These positions were a part of the Kriemhilde Stellung and were
not captured till November 2nd. ‘ :

GRAND PRE

Following the road along the river the town of Grand Pre is reached. The
77th Division arrived opposile it on October 11th bul no altempl to take il was
made until the 15th. On that morning the 307th Infantry forced the crossing of the
Aire and got into the town. After a house to house struggle the town was taken
but the enemy still clung to the chateau and park on the north edge of the town,
That night the 78th Division relieved the 77th but the Germans had infiltrated
back into the town so that the 78th had to take most of it again. This proved
very difficult and repeated attacks failed to dislodge the enemy from the northern
cdge and the heighls above so it was nob until the 25th the whole town and Belle-
joyveuse Farm north of it were finally captured and held, thus giving the 78th
Division a jump-off position [or the offensive of November Isi.

((HEVIERES

Crossing the Aire River at Grand Pre we Lurn eastward along the south hank
and pass through Chevieres. This town was occupied by the 77th Division on
October 11th when they emerged from the Argonne and reached the rviver. The
next town passed is Marcq which was taken by patrols of the 82nd Division on
October 10 when they swung around northeastward to cross the Aire,

CCORNAY

Skirting the edge of the Forest to the southeast the next town reached is
Cornay. From here can be seen Lhe ground of the operations thaf resulted in
the clearing of the Argonne Forest. Across the river to the east appears the
round top of Hill 240 which was carried by the Ist Division on Oclober dLh after
the bloodiest kind of fighling. In the ten days it was driving down the east
bank of the river this division sustained over 9.000 ecasvalties. This push of
the 1st Division enabled the 1st Corps to make a manecuver Lhal had not heen
foreseen. The 82nd Division was brought up and put into line facing due west
towards Cornay on the left of the Ist Division and attacked the German positions
on the edge of the Argonne directly in flank, The assault was made on the morning
of the 7th of October in conjunction with the 28th Division in front of Chalel
Chehery further south. Hill 180 just to the southeast of Cornay was carried at
once after a sharp fight while the 28th took Chalel Chehery. The Germans in
Cornay repulsed every attack and the town was not taken till the 10th. Mean-
while the 82nd was pushing into the edge of the forest against determined resistance
and on the 8th cut the German supply road which forced the withdrawal of the
troops that were holding up the 77Lh Division to the southwest. The 82nd then
relieved the 28th and swung its line to the north pivoting on Cornay with the
77th coming up on its left and the German resistance being broken both divisions
pushed north and reached the river in front of Grand Pre and St. Juvin by the 1 th.

PLEVILLE

Crossing the Aire the town of Fleville is reached. Datrols from the 1st Divi-
sion gol into it on October 4th but nol until the 9th was its possession secure.
Taking the road to the south the party proceeds up the Aire valley. To the west
across the river can be seen the town of Chatel Chehery and then three kilometres
farther up the town of Apremont, captured by the 28th Division on September 28th.
Just southwest of Apremont appears the ridge called le Chene Tondue which
held up the 28th for a week.
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BavLNy

The road, passes close to the little town of Baulny which was reached by the

Hth Division on September 27th when the 28th got te Monthlainville just across
he river.

a
3
L
CHEPPY

Five kilometres above Baulny the party takes the road to the left and dipping
down into a ravine reaches the town of Cheppy. It was taken by the 35th Division
on the first day of the attack after determined resistance by the Germans. The
many dugouts along the hanks of the ravine are very large and claborate, being
the rescrve Jine of Lthe German forward defensive elements. i

Vatvorols

Leaving Cheppy to the south and keeping Lo the left the party approaches
" the bald hill of Vauquois. The cars are left at the base of the hill and the party
climbs to the summit. From this hill can be had an excellent view of the whole
western part of the Meuse-Argonne arca. The front lines crossed this hill for
four years and Lhe deep mine craters along ils Lop show the ferocity of the fighting
that occurred here in 1915 when the French tried unsuccessfully to take it. To
the west is the line of the Argonne Forest running north and south with the Aire
valley followingat its edge. The nearest town to the northwest is Varennes on the
river. Just east of it and partly hidden in the ravine is Cheppy. Ten kilometres
to the north the small round summit of Hill 240 can he recognised which was
taken by the 1st Division after they relieved the 35th. To the northeast the
height. of Montfaucon is visible with its ruins on the top. The woods Lo Lthe cast
is the Bois de Cheppy with the Bois de Montfaucon adjoining it and beyvond. In
these woods lay the sectors of the 91st and 37 Divisions.

Vauquois was in the centre of the sector of the 35th Division. TFor the attack
the formation was line of brigades, one passing on each side of the hill with one
battalion detailed to mop up the garrison which was normally aboul a thousand
men. The brigades were in column of regimenls and the regiments in column
of battalions. The attacking troops were protected by the heavy fog at the
jump-off but as they passed the hill they suffered heavily from enfilade fire from
its sides before it was mopped up. By noon our troops were in Varennes and
Cheppy bul only after severe fighting and heavy losses. The line passed beyond
and halted for the night on the sloping hillside just north of Cheppy.  The division
had started the attack with a depth of five kilometres but dunng-the advance
the rear elemenls had pressed forward so when they were halted Lhe next night
on the open hill heyond Baulny and Charpentry the units were jammed Logether
and suffered heavily from shell fire. : '

On the left of the 35th Division was the 28th with one brigade in the open
valley west of the Aire and one brigade in the Argonne Forest. This brigade and
the 77th Division on its left. naturally made slow progress though the dense thickets
so that by nightfall of the 26th it had advanced only two kilomelres while the
right brigade had pushed down the valiey as far as Montblainville, the town
beyond Varennes, and its front was facing westward toward the forest. The next
day Montblainville was secured and on the 28th the Division had reached Apremont,
with its left facing the Chene Tondue Ridge. Meanwhile the 35th Division had
taken Montreheau Woods to the east across the river from Apremont but owing
to its heavy losses and disorganized condition it could not hold the woods and
fell back to Baulny and Charpentry wherc it was relieved by the Ist Division on
September 29th.

VARENNES

Descending the hill and returning toward Cheppy the first turn to the left
is taken and the next town reached is Varennes which straddles the Aire River.



The part on the west bank was captured by the 28th Division about noon of the
26th. Crossing the river here and proceeding oul of the town to the west the first
turn to the right is taken on the road that leads into the forest.

CaMmp Manaur

It was along the road that the party follows through the woods Lhat the lelt
brigade of the 28th Division was halled the first day of the attack. About a
kilometre from the edge of the forest a fork of the road is reached near a small
German graveyard. Leaving the cars here and walking 200 metres up the right
hand fork several palhs are seen leading off to the righl. Following the third of
these the party reaches a series of elaborate and well-constructed dug-outs the
finest of which is said to have heen occupied at times by the Crown Prince Rup-
precht of Bavaria. Along the south side of the ravine are several tiers of dug-outs
in long rows for enlisted men.  Many of these are elahorately constructed and
decorated. A German division could be housed in this camp called the Camp
Mahaut. A small theatre at onc ol the ravine and a swimming pool at Lhe other
added to Lhe comforl in which the Germans lived, '

La FiLe MorTe

. Going hack to the main road and proceeding several hundred melres further

weslward the {irst turn to the left is taken toward the south. After a kilometre
and a hall through the woods a space shot clear by shell fire'is reached in the
center of which is a low ridge called the Fille Morte. " The crest is torn up by mine
craters made during the French attack of 1915 and the front lines which arc very
close are separated by masses of wire and iron chevaux de frises, This was the
front line during most of the war and here the Americans jumped off.  Where
the road crosses the old NO-Man’s Land is the sector limit between the 28th and
77th Thvisions, the latter being to the west of the road.

I.a Cravrapn

Continuing south through the forest the party passes Lhe American support,
and reserve lines and the permanent French delenses and reached the Croix de
Picrre at which there is a cross roads. IHere the road to the right is taken Lo
La Chalade. At this village the parly turns to the left on the main road which
was the axial road of the 77th Division. Turning to the right at the next town
to Lhe south, "Le Claon, the pa rty passes through Florent to.

ST. MENEHOULD
(\HALONS




CIIAPTER V

Other Operations

“

NOTES ON THE 27th & 30th DIVISIONS WITH THE BRITISH
IN NORTHERN FRANCE

IFollowing the British defeat at St. Quentin on March 21st when the German
offensive in Picardy began, General Pershing, on March 28th, placed at the disposal
of Marshal Foch, who had heen agreed upon as Commander in Chief of all the
Allied Armies, the entire military force of America, to dispose of as he wished.
There were at this time only four American Divisions with experience in the
trenches which were considered equal to any demands of offensive or defensive
action.—At the request of Marshal Foch the 1st Division was transferred from
the Toul Sector Lo a reserve position at Chaumont-en-Vexen. The German offen-
sive hegan again in April and was proceeding with great rapidity, both British
and French Armies fighting stubbornly but suffering heavy losses, The Hun
had a numerical superiority on the Western front and was driving hard to gain
a decision before American troops could arrive in sufficient numbers to take the
initiative from him. At Abbeville on May 2nd, a meeting of the Allied Comman-
ders and Premiers and General Pershing was held. It was apparent that America
only could furnish the men necessary to replace the losses sustained in the German
attacks of March and April and Mr. Lloyd George cabled President Wilson for
aid, urging him to send 250.000 men per month to Hurope. President Wilson
replied that troops at that rate would be sent if the British Government provided
the means of transport. An agreement was reached by which the British Govern-
ment would transport ten American Divisions to the British Army area where
they were to be trained and equipped with guns, horses and transport. Additional
ships were to be provided by the British Government for as many Divisions as
possible for use elsewhere. Our Aliies in France assured us that they could fit
out thirty American divisions with guns, horses and transport. Immediately
the British Government placed a large number of transports at our disposal and
the great troop movement began. American infantry was rapidly dispatched
and by the middle of June no less than ten American Divisions were ready to
render any assistance necessary to the British Armies in the Nerth, Of course,
all of these divisions had not completed their course of overseas training hut they
were assigned to second positions and could have rendered great service to their
British comrades in the event of an emergency. Among these divisions were
the Seventy Seventh (National Army from New York), Thirty Fifth (National
Guard from Kansas and Missouri), Twenty Seventh (National Guard from New
York) Thirtieth (National Guard from N. G, 8. C. and Tennessce), Fourth (Regular
with 47th, 39th, 58th and 59th Inf.), Thirty Third (National Guard of Illinois),
Sevenly Eight (National Army from New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania),
Eightieth (National Army from Virginia, West Virginia and Pennsylvania). Of
these divisions five were withdrawn and sent to Lorraine and the Vosges and to
the group of armies in the vicinity of Paris. Later three more were withdrawn
and went south to render aid to the French as the strain upon them grew greater
and the arrival of British reinforcements lessened the necessity for keeping divisions
with the British Armies. !

The Second American Corps, under the command of Major General George
W. Read, had been organized for the troops with the British Armies and only
two divisions remained, the 27th and 30th Divisions. These divisions were,
however, destined to serve in the British Second Army in Belgium, the British
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Third Army and Lo take a very active part in the great baltles of the British
Fourth Army in the latter part of Seplember and Qctober and win added laurels
for American arms.

With the large influx of American troops into the British Army area, it was
qecessary Lo devise a plan for training quickly all these divisions. It is interesting
to know that the plan called for an American division to be attached to a British
Division for instruction and training by carefully selected experienced officers
and noncoms for one month. Upon completion satisfactorily of this training
the Divisions entered another phasc of their preparation lor active combat by
going into Lthe line with one battalion of each infantry regiment attached to a
British Brigade for a period of eight days. During the first 48 hours, troops were
sent in as individuals, the second 48 hours as platoons, the third 48 hours as com-
panies and the fourth 48 hours as battalions, After ecach battalion had gone
thru this training, the Division was considered sufficiently lrained to take over
the line in a quiet scctor.

- The 27th and 30th Divisions arrived in France the last of May and first of
June and were stationed during their first month between Calais and St. Omer
in what was known as the Eperlecques Training Area. They had been completely
equipped with British rifles, bayonets, machine guns and transport. The Divisions
were greatly assisted in their training by the 39th British Division which was
under command of Major General Blacklock, - A small number of officers and
N. G. O’s were sent to the front every four days to be allached to British units
[or observalion and instruction. During the month, the Divisions were visited
by the Commander-in-Chief, by General Plumer, Commanding the British Second
Army to which the Divisions were altached and Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig.
All the Britizh officers expressed great delight at the physical appearance of the
men and the progress they had made in their training. During the first week in
July, the March into Belgium was made and the Phase ,, B’ training began upon
arrival in the Roosendaal Avea about five miles from Poperinghe. Ilere the
battalions went into line in {ronl of and to the south of Ypres. Finishing the
Phase ,, B training about the 10th of August the Divisions were given a few
days rest and preparations made for'them to take over a portion of the line. On
the 16-17 August the Second Corps took over a sector all its own just south of the
City of Ypres, with the 27th Division on the right and the 30th Division on the
left.  The line at this point had been stationary for some months and the sector
was not very active, although there was rauch artillery aclivity on both sides.
This battle scarred sector was nol a pleasant home. Terrific battles had taken
place here several times and the line had not moved very much during four years.
The country presented a desolale appearance, stripped of everything that was
living and churned over time and time again by shells. The trenches were fre-
quented by numbers of large rats and the conslant companion of the soldier in the
hine, the * cootie . Whife crosses sprinkled the whole area and on the warm
days the never ceasing shell fire stirred up a rather disagreeable odor, unearthing
the remains of those who had fallen in Flander’s fields. But on this historic
ground, the youth of America learned his lessons, he scouted and patrolled, he
found out how to Lake care of himself in the line, how Lo get up rations and water,
how to lay barbed wire, dig trenches, build parapets and dugouts, he learned how
systematically and methodically the Hun used his artillery, and above all he
gained confidence in himself and his weapons and eagerly sought an active parti-
cipation in a big offensive. Little did he know what an 1mportant part he was to
play laler on. ’

Marshal Foch began his great counter-offensive in the Marne salient on Jupy
18th. A short time [ater the French and British were attacking further North.
The great cloud of smoke moving slowly toward the North and across our front

~on the alternoon of August 30th appeared very much like a gas cloud, but inquiry
of the corps on the right revealed the fact that the Hun was retiring and burning

o
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the villages and military stores which he could not take with him. The British
were reported Lo have occupied Mont-Kemmel, that famous hill which dominated
the whole country in that vicinity and out of whose sight no one was able to get.
1t always looked down upon you and every man longed for the day when Kernmel
would be within American lines and he could move about without this menace.
On the night of August 30-31, the patrols discovered nothing new, the Hun was
still on our front, he had not retired there at any rate. At 8 : 45 on the morning
of 31st of August, the division commander directed thal patrols be sent out to
ascertain if the enemy had relired. This was done and the enemy encountered
nol more Lhan 50 yards from onr lines. There was to be a real fight with him
and additional men were sent out to reinfores the patrols and prevent them heing
cut off. They pushed on and occupied what was left of Voormezeele and established
a line just in front of that city. This was the first advance made in this sector
in many days and the first prisoner captured in ten weeks. An advance of about
1500 yards, had been made, the first city ever captured by American troops in
Belginm had been taken and Lhe ITun had been beaten in Lhe [first encounter with
him. The success of this engagement increased the confidence of the men in
themselves and they felt that they were the equal of the Hun in every respect and
his superior in many.

On the bth, 6th, 7th and 8th of Seplember, the Corps was withdrawn from
Belgium and moeved by raif to the St. Pal area where for a short time it formed a
part of British G. H. Q. rezerve.  In the gencral attacks all along the front, the Hun
was gradually being forced back and the Allies were approaching the well known
Hindenburg line, the line from which the enemy launched his attack of March 21st.
About one week was spent here when the Corps was moved by rail to the vicinity
of Herissarl, just Northeast of Amiens and near Albert. It was shortly after
arrival here that rumors spread of a big attack in which the Corps was to participale
On the night of the 23-24 and 24-25 of September the Corps was moved by huss

“to the Tincourt area. It was an all night ride heginning at 9 : 30 P. M. and arriving
at the debussing point a short while after daybreak, This happened to be in a
shell torn, desolate spot and just at the time when heavy artillery fire could he
heard in Lhe distance and numerous gun flashes seen along the horizon.  The Hun
must have had some idea of an attack in this region and was laying down counter-
preparation fire to harrass our troops.  Our own artillery was replying vigorously.
A march of several miles tool us to Buire Wood and Tincourt just east of Peronne.
Here we remained for that day, one regiment from each division having gone into
the line the night before to take over a seclor [rom the British and Australians.
Lale in the cvening a march of several miles was made that night and sueceeding
days spent just east of Roisee. On Lhese davs plans were made for a big attack
on Sept. 29th along a front of some forty miles hetween St. Quentin and Cambrai
in which the Second Corps was to participate.  The Corps was now a part of the
Fourth British Army which was commanded by General Henry Rawlinson. The
general plan was to break the Hindenburg Line, the last line prepared for resis-
tance, force the Hun to fight in the open and drive him so fast that a break through
of the German Army at this point would bo effected. : :
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2D AND 36th DIVISIONS IN THE CHAMPAGNE AREA

After its rvelief from the line in the St. Mihiel area, about September 20th,
the 2d Division under Major-General J.-A. Lejeune, was sent to the area south
of Chalons-sur-Marne, for a short period of rest. On Seplember 28th, it was
placed at the disposition of General Gouraud, as was also the 36th Division,
which was commanded hy Major-General W.-R. Smith, and composed of National
Guard Troops of Oklohoma and Texas.

The French 4th Army made a general advance of about 12 kilometers belween
September 26th and October 1st. However, the Germans had strongly orga-
nized Orfeuil, Medeah Farm, St. Etienne-a-Ames, and were holding up the French
in front of these positions. Gen. Gourand ordered the 2d Division into the line
just north of Sommepy to help gain these strong positions. The right of the
sector of advance was the main north-south road by Medeah Ifarm, and its left
passed through Sommepy Woods, and included St. Etienne-a-Ames.  The relief
was made by the 2d Division the night of October 1-2, along the Essen trench.
By the night of October 6-7, after bitter fighting, the 2d Division had been ahle
to advance its lines to the South edge of St. Etienne-a-Ames, when it was relieved
by the 36th Division, which had heen following it as a support. While in the line,
the 2d Division advanced nine kilometers, captured 62 officers and 2.234 men,
and suffered casualties to the extent of 4.975 officers and men, :

As the 36th Division did not have its own artillery, the artillery of the 2d Divi-
sion was attached to it for Operations. The relief of the 2d by the 32nd Division
extended over three nights, and it was thought better to have them work tempo-
rarily with elements of the 2d Division. The Division advanced to the Aisne
River in the vicinity of Attigny by October 27th, when it was relieved by a French
Division. It had advanced 21 kilomelers, had captured 813 officers and men,
and suffered casunalties to the extent of 2.651 officers and men. It marched hack
to Triaucourt arca for rest, where it remained until after Novemher 11th.
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AMERICAN DIVISIONS IN BELGIUM
37th and 91st Divisions

The 37th and 9lst Divisions, after withdrawing from the lines in the Meuse-
Argonne area, were sent into Belgium, and about October 18 were placed at the
disposal of the King of the Belgians. He, in turn, placed them at the disposal
of the Commanding General of the French Armies in Belgium. ‘

The 37th Division, starting out with its center at Olsene, advanced in a
southeasterly direction passing through Cruyshautem, Wannegem, Eyne and
Heurne, reached the Scheldt by 6 p.m., Nov. 1. Duringthe 2d and 3d of November
the division secured the passages over the Scheldt in its sector. It was relieved
Nov. 3-4, after having advanced 14 kilometers. It had 1.600 casualties and took
378 prisoners. It then retired to the Thiclt area for rest for five days. On
November 9 the division was ordered back into the line along the Scheldt between
Nederwalm and Asper. Its direction of advance was due eastward. When
the armistice Look effect it had advanced to Dickele, a distance of 7 kilometers:

On October 31, the 91st Division relieved a French division between Waere-
ghem and Steenbrugge. By November 2 it had reached the Scheldt River, the
center of the division being at Audenarde. The 91st was relieved by a French
Division on November 3-4 and moved to Lhe area east of Vive St. Eloi on the
Lys River where it rested for four days, after which it was again put into the
line (A). No advance had been made while the 91st had heen out of the line,
and it consequently took over exactly where it had left off four days previously.
The Germans began retreating very rapidly on November 9, and when the armis-
tice called all operalions to a halt the 91st Division had advanced to Boucle-St.-
Blaise, a distance of 10 kilometers. During this latter advance the division took
no prisoners and suffered no casualtiex.

fA). When it was relieved on November 4 this division had advanced
12 kilometers and had Laken 1 officer and 40 men prisoners and suffered 969 casual-
ties.
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NORTH RUSSIA EXPEDITION
The Expedltlon to Nor‘rh Russm consisted of ’the 339th Inf:mhy 1st Batlalion

310th Engineers, 337th Fieid Hospital and 337th Ambulance Company, with
Colonel Gemge, E. Stewart, 339th Infanlry, as Commanding Officer.

This Expedltlon was sent to North Russia chiefly for the purpose of guarding
military supplies in Archangel and to prevent their falling into the hands of the
15 through the Bolsheviks. (Forces were sent nm]or an agreement of the

Alhed Powers).

The Expedition embarked from England on August 27 ancl arrived at Archan-
el on September 4, 1918 This ’mrm\ was ann]pmpm‘ml in March and April,

on Hepntemner 4, 1710, LS HOPCE A

919, by the addition of two o (2) Railway Transportation Companies [rom France,

especially selected, and all volunteers, for work on the. Murmansk Railway., Bu~
gndmr General W. P. Richardson wm sent to Archangel ahout the same fl".l(-} to

8
1

fake command of all American Forces in Russia. Hc left England with his
Staff on Apail 1

The Amnmcg

1 A0 AN

trqu nstituted one unit of a

il a1

w6 in North Russi

M INOPLD T/IssIa,

composed of troops of sev ( )dlfforont nationalities, as follows : Russian, British,
v,

- - R, ? -
American, Frencl ltanan Serbs and Poles. The total Allied stnOht loturn on
(

May 3, ‘(ﬂq was : (Archangel District only),
Officers Men

Slavo-British Legion... .. .. 119 Co3.132
Russian Nalional Army . ... 713 16340
British................... 663 7.282
French................... 39 1.449
American................. 189 4.718
Poles.....o. oo ) 16 293
Ttalian................... 1 29
Japomese ... ...l 1 G

ToTar.............. 1.741 W

Serbs—No accurate ug'uuﬁ

available.
The American Unit in North Russia sustained in the highest degree the good
name achleved by the American ﬁghng forcea in Europo It was the most
COHGSIVE DebL UI"'dIllZ‘:‘U Jﬂglt‘ UIlll, ()I r]l[ lIl(‘ IXIIICG IOICB\ LHLI

The troops were \\MPIV scattered in this service, frv(mnntlv in small detach-
ments, extendmg over a front more than 200 miles inland from Archangel and a
width of country over 450 miles. The wide distribution of the troops in smali
units, the lack of communication, the hardship of the winter, together with, at

times, an insufficiency of food made this scrvice one of the most arduous pnmormed
by American troops.
The total deaths were :

Killedin Action....... .. ... . ... ...... 82

Accidently Killed............ e 7

KSuicide. ... 1

Died of Woune 30

Died of Disease...... e e e 72

P OO

L N P 1394

ML . 4T [ ¥4 [a] 11\1(\
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the fighting was p ractlcal]y continuous, although the operatlom were mostly on
a minor scale.

By an agreement of the I’lteL—AHIEu War u)uuux i e operations were placed
under the direction of the British War Office, with a Major General of the British
Army in command.

NOTE : — All American troops, with the cxception of p few Staff Officers, were withdrawn
from Russia by July 30, 1919.
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