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PREFACE 

I This pamphlet has been prepared by the Visitors Bureau, G-l, for the purpose 

of assisting American offleers in making a trip over the American Battlefields 
in France. 

The information contained herein has been taken from General Pershing’s 
Report to the Secretary of War; General Fox Conner’s Reports on Operations; 
Divisionat Histories; Lectures and Descriptions of actions by Corps, Division, 
Brigade, Regimental, Battalibn and Company Commanders on the battlefield; 
Operation Orders, 1st Army; Almanach Hachette; Stars and Stripes accounts 
of engagements ; Hartzell’s tieuse-Argonne ; Lecture by General Passaga and other 
French Officers at. Verdun in March 1919; Conducting Officers of the Visitors 
Bureau, who took part in the operations. 

In publishing the pamphlet in this form, this Office has attempted to give 
each guest a clear idea of the principal part played by our fighting troops in the 
Great War. Very little has been said of the gigantic work of the troops that 
made a succcs~ on the‘Battlefront possible “ The Services of Supply “. 
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CHAPTER I - 

Summary of general situation prior to July 15, 1916 
. 

A summary of the general situation as it existed upon our entering into the 
war is necessary not only in connection with any attempt to appreciate at its true 
value the American effort, but also in order fully to understand many important 
decisions reached in the early days of the American Expeditionary Forces, 

YEAR 1914. 
Although the German onslaught of 1914 failed in its primary purpose of 

crushing France, yet German arms had before t,he close of 1914 realized successes 
which were of decisive importance on the future course of the war. On December 
31st, 1914, Germany armies stretched from Switzerland to the English Channel, 
and with her forces within forty-eight miles of Paris, Germany retained the initia- 
tive in the west, With her own resources intact and secure Germany was in full 
possession of all the resources of Belgium and occupied the richest industrial 
provinces of France,-provinces which contained 7.4 percent! of France’s popu- 
lation, 78 percent of her iron, and 65 percent, of her coal. 
of Russian mobilization came as a surprise, 

In the east the rapidity 
and Germany was forced be fore the 

battle of the Marne to reduce her forces in France in order to meet the Russian 
menance against East Prussia. By the close of 1914, however, the Russian armies 
had been driven out of East Prussia, while further south they had been thrown 
back on Warsaw. Neither France nor Russia wos ever able to repair the losses 
of 1914. 

YEAR 1915. 
Looking back on 1915 it is easy to see that Germany’s plan for that year was 

a strict defensive in the west, while her main effort was to be directed against 
Russia in the east and to aid her allies in the southeast. The entry of Italy (May) 
into the war on the side of the allies, more than counterbalanced the adhesion of 
Turkey (1914) to the German cause and definitely drew approximately one-half 
of Austria’s strength from the eastern and southeastern theatres of war. 

In the west the French and English launched several offensives against the 
German defense; these offensives were, however, so limited in extent and in objec- 
tives that they were foredoomed to failure. 

Against Russia German arms achieved a remarkable series of successes : 
Mazurain Lakes; Mackensen in Galicia; Fall of Warsaw; Fall of Brest-Litovsk; 
Fall of Vilna. In the southeast the central powers over-ran Servia and Monte- 

; the Allied Dardanelles expedition was wrecked, it being withdrawn in 
????r&y 1916 and in Mesopotamia Allied interests went from bad to worse. On 
the sea ihe British flete had established its superiority, but on February 18th Ger- 
many had established the so-called submarine blockade which constantly developed 
its menance to the Allies. 

YEAR 1916. 
The developments of 1916 leave no doubt but that Germany, satisfied that 

Russia would remain quiet, decided before the close of 1915 upon a decisive offen- 
sive in the west as the task of 1916. The great German offensive against Verdun 
was accordingly begun on February 2X& 17916. 



French heroism and the lavish expenditure of British blood on the Sommc 
were not the only causes of the failure of the decisive offensive in the west which 
Germany had planned for 1916. Russia again astonished the world by her powers 
of recuperation, and at the beginning of June Brussiloff had commenced the great 
offensive which was virtually to destroy the Austrian army of Galicia and menanced 
the very existance of Austna. Austria was powerless to meet this threat, for in 

. Italy her armies were also defeated, the Italians taking Gorizia on August 9th, 
while Rumania entered the war (August 26th) on the side of the Allies and immc- 
diately undertook a promising offensive against Austria. Once again it was 
cssent‘ial t,o Germany that she rescue Austria, and so quickly did the German 
Great General Staff abandon the offensive and assume lhe deiensive in lhe west 
that on Septcmbcr 15111 Hindenburg was aljlc to begin the great eastern offensive 
which was the beginning of the end for Russia, while by October Mackensen and 
Falkenhayn had been furnished the 1orc’tls \vith which they eliminated Rumania 
hefore the close of 1916. 

FIRST HALF OF 1917. 
Gerrrlany evidently concluded to remain on the defensive in the west and to 

keep in the east the forces which she d~rucd necessary for the final conquest of 
Russia. So successful were these plans with rcfcrence to the castcrn front that, 
aided by the Russian revolution, hy midsumnlcr 191 7 the end of Russia was in 
sight. 

In the west the Allies had at last decided Lo undertake an offensive on a scale 
large enough to obtain results in the event of success. The Allied attacks were 
launched during ApriI and, although heavy IOSSCS were suffered, nothing was 

accomplished. The French attack at Chemm des Dames was particularly unfor- 
tunatc in its reaction on Lhe Frenc.h morale. e In this attack lhe French are said 
to have lost, 25.000 killed and 95.000 wounded without accomplishing anything. 
Germany began unrestricted submarine warfare on February 1, 1917, and the 
extent of this peril is shown by the fact that, by June 30, 1917, more than three 
and one-quarter million tons of shipping had been sunk. 

RESUME OF THE SITUATION IN JUNE, 1917.’ 
During the nearly three years which had elapsed since the beginning of the 

war Germany had seen practically all her offensives crowned with great success, 
Her battle lines were on foreign soil, her own resource6 untouched, and wherever 
she had assumed the defensive she had inflicted crushing reverses to every attemp- 
ted Allied attack. Naturally the German morale was high, while the Allied 
morale, especially the French after the Chemin des Dames failure, was low, French 
statesmen and great newspaper owners were suspected of aiding in the campaign 
of defeatism, even when they were not more or less openly accused of dealing with 
the enemy. Certainly as early as June! 1917, the German Great General Staff 
could look forward to the early eliminatxon of Russia, the possibility of crushing 
Italy before the end of the year and finally to the great campaign of 1918, which 
was to crush the French and English and make good the cry of (( Dcutschland uber 
alIes “, Moreover, leaving aside for a moment the new factor of America., it can 
not be said that these German ideas of final victorv were extravagant either in 
June, 1917, or, in the light of history, at the prese&, time. Italy still had men, 
but her finances and supplies were in the most serious difficulties, and the occur- 
rencks of the fall of 1917 were to show that serious shortcomings existed in her 
armies. France had sacrificed much of her best blood, discouragement ran like 
wildfire through her civil population as we11 as among her soldiers, many of her 
leaders were distrusted and, always thrifty, her people had already begun to 
complain of the vast sums that France had expended. Although she rang true to 
her traditions with her back to the wali, EngIand was, except perhaps for morale, 
scarcely in any better condition than was France. England, Loo, had spent her 
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best blood and had endangered her dominant position in the financial world, but 
worst of all the submarine war had brought about critical conditions of food and 
other shortages, SO that the very existence of England seemed to be threatened. 
The French and English superiority on the Western front during the last half qf 
191G and the first half of 1917 had proven totally insufficient to break down the 
German defense. Now in June, 1917, it was hopeless to expect t,hat the French 
and British could increase their armed strenglh, and it was doubtful if they could 
maintain that strength. On the other hand, Germany, with the end of Russia 
in sight and with the poSSi]Jihty of clirninating Italy, could look forward to bringing 
her whole weight against France and England; black, indeed, were the Allied 
prosyccts-except for America ! 

GENERAL PERSHING REACHES FRANCE. 
Such was, in brief, the situation when General Pershing reached France on 

,Junc 14, 1917. The British and French Missions, which had visited America 
immediat,ely after our declaration of war, had freely stated the fact that the Allies 
looked to America for the aid with which it was still hoped to obtain success. 
Conditions in Europe were, however, imperfectly understood in Americq, and one 
of the immediate duties of the Col~lmandcr-in-Chief upon his arrival m France 
was to get into touch with the situation and to make the necessary recommen- 
dations as to the American effort. This work invoIved many important questions : 
organization, the possibility of expanding our woefully small Regular Army and 
National Guard, possibility of ocean transport, French port capacity, location 
of our forces in France, French railroad capacity, etc. ‘ 

Before the expiration of a month the military situation had keen examined, 
al1 the subsidiary questions studied, and the i:ornmander-in-Chief had recom- 
mended : (( Plans should contemplate sending over at least one million men by- 
next May. ” ‘( Plans for the future should be based, especially in reference to 
the manufacture, etc., of artillery, aviation and other material, on three times 
this force, i. c., al least three mill&n men. Such a program of construction should 
be, completed within two years. ” 1918 fully demonstrated the accuracy of the 
views contained in the above quotations. But our Allies were almost as incre- 
dulous as wcrc the Germans as to our ability to realize such a program. TJntil 
early summer of 1918 the Germans were franl\ly scornful of our ability to exercise 
any real influence in the war. The German idea appeared to be : first, that we 
could not create a large army; second, that even if we could organize a large force 
\~e could not transport such a force to Europe ; third, that even if we did succeed 
in transporting a large force to Europe it would not fight. 

As befor? mentioned, our Allies entcrtaincd very similar ideas, even though 
they realized that their last hope lay in America. In the beginning it is probable 
that the maximum hope of the Allied leaders was that in so far as concerned man- 

’ 
power America might furnish a few hundred thousand men to bc incorporated in 
French and British battalions. Our experience has accumulated ample evidence 
to show that, even though America could have consented to allowing her men to 
be drafted under another flag, such a course would have been fatal to the Allied 
cause. Rut this idea of our inability to organize and employ a large American 
army under our own flag persisted a$,, coupled with difficulties of transport, arms, 
equipment, and especially with the crlsls created by the British and French reverses 
under the German offe&ivc of March to June, 1918, s’erved to delay the proper 
organization of the American forces. 

THEATRE OF OPERATIONS FOR THE A. E. F. AND LINES.OF COMMU- 
NICATION. 

But while we can not go into d&ail, it is well to outline the considerations, 
which in June and July of 1917 led to the choice of Lorraine as the theatre of 
operations for the A. E. F. 
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The course of the war as fixed by the operations of August and September, 
1914, had kept the masses of both sides to the west of the Woevre. The oversha- 
dowmg. importance of Paris and the Channel ports to the cause of the Allies kept 
the Alhed masses to the west of the Woevre as long as the German chose to keep 
his masses there, or until the Alhes could muster such a superiority as would 
enable them to regain complete initiative., 
content to keep the war from his own frontiers. 

Manifestly the German was well 

The EngIish naturally desired to keep their forces next the Channel * in this 
way they immediately covered their ports in France and reduced their ‘lines of 
communication. French ports are notoriously poor and while a few hundred 
thousand additional men might be supplied through the Channel ports those ports 
were already more or less congested with English shipping. Then, too, if we 
attempted to use the same ports as the British, an inevitable congestidn of lines 
of communication would folIow. 

Turning for a moment to the question of employing the addit,ional combat 
troops that America could furnish it is apparent that the Briey Basin to the west 
of Metz, the coal regions to the east of Metz, the vital railroad‘coIllnltlnicatiolls in 
the same regions, and the fortress itself bore much the same importance to the 
German cause as did Paris and the Channel ports to that of the Allies. True this 
importance of the regions on either side of Metz to the German could only bc 
turned to the advantage of the Allies by a powerful offensive, but such an offensive 
would not only relieve any enemy pressure in the north of France hut if successful 
might be expected to free the whole of northern France as a minimum result-and 
it was precisely a successful offensive in which millions of Americans should parti- 
cipate to which the Commander-in-Chief looked forward, Now, while the Channel 
ports were congested the French ports further south were not being used to 
capacity and investigation showed that this capacity could be largelv increased. 
If then the railroad communications were suitable it was natural that o”ur eventual 
theatre of operations should be chosen in Lorraine with our base ports those of 
southwestern France. The map showed adequate railroad facilities and inves- 
tigation showed that our lines of communication would not materially interfere 
wrth those necessary to the Frenc.h masses in the north. 

Such were the principal points in the studies leading to the choice ofalorraine 
as the eventual American Sector. 

SECOND HALF OF 1917. 
Time is not available, even if it were desirable, to relate in detail the work 

of G. II. Q. from July to December of 1917. That this period was a busy one and 
that well laid- plans for the supply and employment of American forces were 
formulated is shown by the record of American arms in 1918. As time went on 
it became increasingly evident that the successful conclusion of the war depended 
upon the arrival of American troops. The Commander-in-Chief therefore drove 
all the energies of the G. H. Q. toward effecting increases in the returns from avai- ’ 
lable shipping, to securing an increase in the shipping and to the task of preparing 
to handle the enormous tonnage which he neve; doubted would ultimately be 
secured. All plans were based upon carin g for and employing millions of Ame- 
ricans and to secure these millions every possible requisite of supply and equipment 
was obtained in Europe and those items which must come from America were 
reduced to an absolute minimum 
be devoted to bringing soldiers. 

-so that every possible ton of shipping might 

As always when great stakes lie in the balance, this dec,ision sometimes caused 
us anxious moments, In the case of horses, for example, we had counted on 
French promises for a certain number but when the time came the French 
Government found it impracticable to deliver animals as fast as they were required 
But in one way or another both ends were made to meet and the increased arrival 
of the American soldier made victory possible in f918. 



STATUS OF THE A. E. F. ON DECEMBER 31,1917. 

On December 31, 1917, a total of only 176.655 American troops had arrived 
in France. ‘This total was exceedingly- disappointing in view of the military 
situation which had resulted from the drsasters suffered by the Allies in the fall 
of 1917. These disasters reached their cuhnination with the final collapse of 
Russia after the battle of Riga (Septeml)er) and Caporctto (October 24th) which 
almost resulted in the collapse of Tt,aiy. In the west the Germans, strictly on the 
defensive, were attacked by the French and especially by the British. These 
attacks had no decided influence and in many cases they were exceedingly costly. 
‘tt was not surprising then t,hat the Allied morale, nrhnh had been bol~tcred up 
by the thought that America was coming, began to falI and that the faint hearted 
began to point Lo the fact that at the end of the year onl)- one American division 
(the 1st) 1 1ac served even a preliminary tour in Lhe trenches. 1 But these disasters 
had turned the attenlion of England as well as of America to the vital necessity 
of securing more ships and thus hastening the arrival of American sotdicrs. 

JANUARY 1918 TO JULY 15, 1918. 
TI’hen the great German offensive of &larch, 1918, began America had four 

divisions in the line. One of these (the 1st) held its own sector north of Toul 
while the 26th in the Chcmin des Dames. the 42nd in t,hc Luneville, and the 2nd in 
the V~~~clun-SaiI1l-R/Zil-lie~ sectors wcrc brigaded with the French for a first tour of 
duty- in the trenches. Prior to the openm, 
prmciplcs which had been 

0 of t>he German offensive the guiding 

were in outline as follows : 
adopted for the employment. of arriving divisions 

In Septcmbcr of 1917 it had been decided that the logical employment of the 
first American army to be formed was to be found in the reduction of the Saint- 
Mihicl salient. In preparation for this operation it had been arranged that as 
our divisions as such*were ready to enter the line they should be placed on the 
Sainl-Mihiel front, thus gradually creating a purely American sector. The 
German series of offensives and the necessity of breaking up those offensives at 
all costs-with corollaries such as the desire, arising from necessity, of our Allies 
to raise the morale of their soldiers through the appearance of our soldiers on diffe- 
rent parts of the front, the willingness of the British to increase our troop shipping 
provided our troops were sent to t,he British front for preliminary training-served, 
however, to upset our plans with regard to Saint-Mihiel for many lveary months. 
In fact, by the end of June, 1918, our troops were literally spread from Slvitzer and 
to the English Channel and only the constant and firm determination of the 
Commander-in-Chief eventually to assemble our forces prevented that task from 
being abandoned as hopeless. 

On April 25th the 1st Division which had been rehcved north of Toul entered 
the battle line on the Amiens front. 
division on an active front. 

This was the first appearance of an American 
The conduct of this division, especially during its 

attack and capture of Cantigny May 28th, greatly increased the respect for 
American troops among our Allies as well as among the Germans. 

On May 27th the German Aisne-Marne offensive was launched. The German 
success during the first days of this offensive was more marked than anything 
that German arms had yet secured. Paris had already been subjected to long 
range bombardment and violent air raids, and the state of morale of that capital 
may be judged by the fact that it is estimated that more than one million people 
left Paris during the months of May and June. On June Ist, just at the moment 
when the future seemed darkest, the 2nd American Division, which had been 
brought around from Verdun-Saint-Mihiel, was thrown across the Chateau- 
Thierry-Paris road- and the Germans advanced no farther toward Paris. At 
the same time elements of the 3rd Division, which had never before been in the 



line, were placed along the Rflarne tomet, lc’r nith v;rrious I~oclic> irf FIYJI-IC~~ troop 
---and wherever the soldiers 0% the 3Frl n. es _ Icr>ion appcarcd thcfc tnc, tht~ German 
advance broke on the rocks. 

22~ pork Of the 2n1J Division, and of the elt:mtnts 0f tlk~ 31~1, cilx-r’ i,np&us LO 
the rise, already begun,as a result of ttiP xvOrk nf the l>k IIiviGr~n. ol’ I he American 
soldier in the esteem of enemy and l\llir?s, ant1 l-J-+- Junct ;M,ll all I'oIl~e1'?l~?~i fullv 
realized that, the arrival of America11 ss>lclicrs n;ight soon turn tl>,. tide to tli’~ 
definite favor of the Allies. 

But Ame+ca and England, who rePcased hc,r Phipping for t11~b f rkrnsport of 
0U.k troops Until her fOOd ShkS hZkd rt>acher] t]lp vanjshjnm pr,il~[ ]l;kt] nc)t. wait& 
for the events of Ame to demonstrate the: x-:tl~~c nf t,he3~\Il;eri~a~~ si)ldicr, so 
effectively had our shipping program l>cen increa,scd that 011 .JUI~S :~t), 1~318 ~01~~ 

9~~.~~ -hxericans were in France, anal all preparations h:itl IWPII III~~P LO ma;l?t:tjn 
indefinitely the increased rate of arrival. 

Having now’no illusions on the valid of l~merit~iI~ f,roc,l)s * and \\111k t Ilc Irenclwl 
knowledge which his High Command ri-rli-;t l~:iv,; liacl c~>n(:crriiii~~ Siilll.ric;Iil ;iF1-i\-;-$1-. 
the German decided to try in one fin;ll cf~ort, to (jf)lain a decisid: in iii, f;it-c)r l)cpor<~ 
the American soldier should render such a deci,iori llol~c~~s.~ of attaiiiiil~*iil . ‘1’11th 
final German attack was accordingly ln~rri(:li~~d in tlic C,liampa~nc c,n .JII]-,- ].‘jt.h. 

On that date the disposition of t,hc Rlncl+p;rn clivi5ions in F~:~,~~cJ ~I.:I? ;I< f’t,]]o\\rs: 
‘The 32nd, 35th, 5th and 77th l3ivisic,ns \ypw iri Jirlc I~rLlycr:ll I,ittx 5uiFh 1rorde.r 

and Luneville. The 82ncl was in line IIC~~~~I~ of ‘I’ou~. ‘I’hc four nlqiff~r~lll s nf the 
93rd Division were with the French iI1 lint Ixt\\.cchn f he .2rgonnc :lrl(l 111~ Meuse. 
The 32nd was in rcservc. to meet the exl~~~tccl Grrman attack in C;li;rn~l~;t~uc~. The 
3rd and 26th were in line in the region of (;hat rsaii-‘f’hierry ;III~ I iica 28tli 11a~l 
elements with the American and French units in tbc s:m(: region. l’llk\ ‘?nd and 
4th were in reserve near Menux and the Ist near Ucauvais uxcl~,- for II-C in the 
planned counter-attack. ‘The 27th and 30th V-cw in lint chit Ii i lip ljrili~h near 
Ypres. The 33rd, 78th and 80th x~ere cornplctin g their t raifiiuc \I ii II I IIP I?riti.-h, 
the 91st had just arriyed at Le I-Iavrc arrd the i!)th ~1s nrri\.ing ;lf Ilr~c~sl. The 
29th, 90th, 83rd, 92nd, 37th and 89th xvfre in our training arc:~~ ;Ik~~~liIl(I t:hauITlunt 
and every nerve was being exerted to cornplct~~ tIl?ir t rctining :111rl m~l~ipnlmt. 

Fortunately for the Allies the Crerrx~rri alf 2r.k and its loc;~l it):1 \\‘wc forcsecu 
and more fortunately still tllc consiclcr;tl)lr~ numI)cr of :\mCric;in >(~l~lic:i.; \vho had 
now arrived were eit,hcr in the line, in rcsc:rvc rc~acl~~ for 111~ COIJI~L~‘I.-;I~ L:\c,k \vhirh 
had been planned durin, CY the first frw da>-s of Jill;-. or. in tbcx C;I-P c,f 11tlm-ly arrivrcl 
divisions, ready and anxious to get into Lhe fight with 01’ niLhc,ut t Ilcir c~onlplft,c 
equipment. 
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CHAPTER II 

CI-MTEAU-TIIJERRY, SOMOXS, REIMS. _ 

‘i’l~c Lhird German ofTenrive of 1918 whirl1 started on May 27, 1918, in the 
Chcmin dcls I~ames s&or had, cariy in .June, estal~li~hcrl Ihe enemy in the salient 
of n-hich Chai rau-Thierry i%,as the sout,hcrn point. ‘l’here was c:very prospect, 
that ; ile advmcc would continue when those phnscs of the operations with 
which Lhn I1merir:an forces were so vitally concerrlt~d, slnrtctl. 

‘I hcsc l)hasfc ari? IogicaIly divitlcd into follr St ag(b. as follou 3 : 

(Jw I-4, 

The opening of the, i+ bt age saiv the 21-l Division, c.c,nnnanclerl 1~1. Major General 
Omar 13u11dy. sent into the line i~gain;;L Ihe advancing Germanr;. Thcsc troops 
had heen training in a redcrvc area north otf Paris after their two months’ tour 
in. the cluit>L Toul-Troyon wctor whrn: 011 Max7 30. orders reached them to 111oYe 
with all pokhle speed to Mcaw. It u-as cl&r that this unit 153s to lx sent to 
help stop t,hc Gcnnans who: I)\- tllai, Lime, had taken I:c!re-ci~-Tardcn.ois in tlleir 
rapid march on Park. The nlLvell:cnt, Ixgan ea~lg, the nlorning of 313\;7 31 when 
the infantry of the divkion was placed in trucks and startccl for hleaux. At 
Beaux insl ruclions ~crc rwcivecl to pro~xecl immcdiai ely to dial--Cal-Rlultien, 
but hefnrr, nil t hf-: troops ha{1 rcachccl i his point ncx\- orders ww rcccivcd to 
concent~rntc irnmctlintei~- nt 1\Iontl,euil-aus-Li~n~. After a con~ultai ion hetn-ecn 
General Dcgoutle ~,ho conjmandcd t,h+-~ 6th French .2rnly wesl of ChAteau- 
Thicrr;p and Xlajor !;clneral Ullndl\; it 11 a~ decided that, the 2,d I)ivision would 
tAko U1’ ;I po,;ition across the nlc?ln l’alli:;-Clt~le;ill-TlliCrr1)- Iwad at lc TlColet. I 
At noon .lltnc 1 the tlivi5ic,ll, escej)l for the 23rd Infantry, n’as in pwition and 
held 1 hia lin(-L Eonncil Farm-1,~ ‘l’hiolet-I,u~~--I~e-l~~)~~~~~. The 231~1 Infantry, 
which Ilad lxcn !ieltl out 3s n cliviL;ional wwr~ct’~ n-a:: llurrlccii~ sent Mkdcr collllll~lld 
of Colnnrl Par11 R. Malor;c !,o close a gal’ rsis;ting in the front of l,hc 7th French 
Corps in Lhe vicinity of Vcuilly-la-Pot rric!. One lxlttalion of \Iarinc:: was aLt.ach- 
cd to the 2;: 1Yji Il~hllLry 101’ Llll\ c1ut.Y. 7’1-1~ Germans then hcltl fhc lint Ch$teau: 
%l~ier~ry-\~aus-Ro~~r~~~l~~~~-l),cilc~~ \i-clc!~Is-I:cllea~,-rr~r~~-r3uh,;iarcs (all inclusive). 
On .Iunc 3 the enema made ;I sf rang attack on the French and Iln~erican poSitions 
hut n-as unable to a~lvancr. OIL June &1 the Z&Y! lnfanlqr sncl the Marine Batta- 
lion rejoined ihc &,tl -3 d Division a.nd t,hal night, the cliyisiion;ll front was estal~li~hcd 
as follows : Bonneil Farnl to Bois dc la >larct,to (incl., 1 held ly the 9th Tnfantry : 
l3ois de la Marcttc (cscl.) Lo a point ol~lwsilr Bourestahes (escl.) held hy the 
3rd Infantry ; and from the left. of t hc :,)3rd Infant,l*>- I CI a point opposite Bussiares 
held by the 4th Brigade. 

On May 30, 1913, Lhc 3rd Division, commanded 13~ hIajor General ,Joseph 
‘1‘. Dickma~, was in Lraining in an area southwest of Chaumont when orders 
were issued fern Akerican G. II. Q,, placing it, less the Artillery ,ind Engineer 
TROOPS, under the orders of the Gxnn~andin, rr Genrral of the Group of French 
Armies of the North. The F’rench Command immediately directed the 3rd k-i- 
sion to move with all haste to the vicinit,y of Conde-en-Brie. The division was 
composed of the 5th Brigade (4th and 7th Regiments of Hegular Infantry) coml 
manded hy Brig. General I:. W. SIaden and the 6t,h Brigade (30th and 38th Regi- 
mcnts of Regular Infantry) commanded 11p Brig. General Chaylcs Cr?lvford. 
It was to be employed in stenlminf the tide of Gcrm;>n advance. For this work 
it was assigned to the 38th French C;orp;i. Tile 7th Machine Gun Battalion left 
the Training Area the afternoon of day 30 and was in po?iLion in the city+ of 
CMteau-Thierry the afternoon of INay 31. ‘rile infantr?; of the 3rd L)ivl~lon 

Y 
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be(ran to arrive in the vicjnit,y of Ch$teau-Thierry on June 1. Y”hc withdrawal 
of&e French troops across the &lame in ChGteau-Thierry was made under the 
brotection of the fire of the 7th Machine Gun Battahon located on the south 
pank of the river. The gunners \yere kept on duty for seventy-two hours wit,hout 
getting any rest. ‘M;hen the Frenc]l troops had all crossed to the south side the 
stone bridge near the center of the city was destroyed by [Aem. The other 
bridge (railroad) was l)lown LIP by the French on June 7. I)u+ng the rest of 
this st,age the regiments of the :jrd Division were put illtO the hllf?S at different 
places as they were needed by the French. 

SECOND STAGE 

(June 5-Jrzly 14.) 

The beginning of thl, ‘q stage. found lhp Gernlans holding the same linrs that 
they held during the preceding stage. East of CII7~t,~n~~-1’Eli~~rr~ they occupied the 
north bank of the Marne. The afternoon of Jtrn’c 6 the 23~1 l~~iant.ry clcarcd the 
enemy out of Triangle Woods and Farm while the 4th B~I,‘ ‘DDE took the town of 
Bouresches and attempted to drive him out, of IBelleau IYoods. Ollr men held Rou- 

resches against a host,ife counter-attack, but were UndJk! to make any appreciable 
gain in Relleau Woods that day. After several more attacks that month the 
Marines finally drove the enemy out of Bcileau \Voods on June 25, following a 
very eficient artillery preparatron. In a combined operation on PJuly 1, one 
battalion of’the 9th Infantry took TTaus and one battalion of I he 23rd Infantry 
took the Bois de la Roche after an arlillery preparation lasting altout l~velvt: 
hours. The following morning the Germans counter-attaclted our 1 roops nho 
had taken Vaux. Most of the trool.)s used in the counter-attack were rnkcd in 
by our artillery barrage and made prisoners. In the combined operation we 
took practically 500 prisoners and a number of trench mortars. IZ:hen the Ger- 
mans lost Vaus they withdrew to a line just east of the Vaus-Bourcschcs road 

L and railroad. The 26th Division, commanded by Major Gcncral CIarcnce 
G. Edwards, moved into the CAh%teau-Thicrry sector on July. ~1 ~!ncl took LIP a 

position about two miles behind the 2nd’ Division in anticipation of the German 
attack which was expected early in July. 
National Guard troops from New England. 

‘l’hc 26th Division was CC~~OSCCI of 
The 51st Brigade, commanded hy 

Brig. General G. IS. Shelton, was composed of the 101 st. and 102rd Rcgimcnts 
of Infantry, and the 52nd Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gcncral C. I-T, Colt, was 
conlposcd of the 103nd and lO:lth Regiments of Infantry. 0n .Jt~ly 10 the 26th 
changed positions with the 2nd Divisions. W’hilc the 2nd Division held this sector 
it captured 24 oficers and 1,654 men and suffered the following casualtics : 

Killed. . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . , 48 1’212 
Severely II’oundcd.. . . . . . 55 
Slightly Wounded. . . . . . . 

1;483 
71 

Gassed.. . . . . . . . , . . , 1 . . . 
3,468 

41 
Wssing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3,l II 
_ 2 286 

On the south side of the Marne the rcgimcnts of the 3rd Division continued 
to be used by the French until about June 23. The 7th Tnfantrv held a part of 
Belleau lj’oods from June 15 to June 20, relieving one regiment of $farines. About 
June 24 the 3rd IX&ion was lmmght together and given the line south of the 
ikme extending from Blesmes to a point one kil&eter east of M~ZS;. Their 
operations consisted of raids acroc .A the river to get prisoners and informat~ion. 

THIRD STAGE 

(July 15-17.) 
The German General Staff knew that the daily average arrival of Americans 

in prance was :~o,OOO and that this would soon’give the Allies the numerical 
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siipcriorit,y. The Germans had lcarnccl Llia 1 the ~‘llmc~rican \I as a good fighler 
and that Lhcir best chance to ~4n Lhc war was to tlefeal, the French and English 
decisively Ixforc America could make> her efforts Pelt. This casued thenz to 
decide to make their big attack of July I-2-E, whicli c~stcndecl from Chr$tcau- 
Thirrry t,o Ville-sur-Tourhe, escrpt, tli&+t,ly in front of Rcims. To carry out 
their plans they placed 170,000 first. ljnc imops to the easl of Rebus and a like 
number to thc west,. They had approximately a. c 5 many men in their second 
line. General Gouraud, who commandc,tl the ‘lth French Army with its right 
flank on Villc-sur-Tourhc, had accura t c information that the German attack 
on his front would start at midnight July 14-15. By a clever plan cnllecl Lhc 
system of elastic defense he was al)lc to inlli(‘t, very hfJn\;y 10~33 on the Germans 
without losing any appreciahlc ground. The 42ncl ,4mcrican (Rainhow) Division, 
cnn~n~anded 13~ Major General Charles ‘1’. Mcnohor, formed part, of the Army 
of General Gobraud. Between Reims and (:h~t.cau-‘l’hierrv~~l-‘~l~i~~~y the Gernxms u’ere 
31~1~ to ndvancc their lines. T,arge forches: of thr: troops ~ucc~eedcd in crossing 
Cftc~,Marnc, and hy July 16 had extend4 their lines to a point near Conde-cn-Brie 
and Montvoisin near Rpcrnay. In t.he beginning of the attack along the Marnc 
two German companies succeeded in getting :~~ros~ the> river in 1 he front, of thr: 
center of Lhe 3rd Division and reacliing Fossoy on the (:h;it,P;ll1-Tllirr~~--Crc~ancy 
road. They were count,er-attacked s hortly aftcr\vards and driven hark to the 
river. Opposite Jaulgonne, very strong forces (,I-0~~1 and drove the French off 
the hill which is east of the Surmelin River. This rctirrmcnt, of the l?rench 
exposed the right of the 3rd Division which 1~ d, ‘6 s held Ijy the 38th Rrgiment, and 
caused it to swing its line slightly ca$tward passing t,hrb I he town of Crezancy. 
The rasualtics of the 3rd I)ivision were 600 oflic~er~ and 7,500 men and they Look 
700 German prisoners. The German losses were c~~tim:~t,etl as consiclcral~ly 
greater than our own. The 2$Lh Division whiC’li had ltccn in training ill Honclc- 
villers near Cth3teau-Thicrry south of the Name, was 1UlTd OVCI’ to 1 he 3SLll 
I?rcnch Corps xnd was placed in suppoi,L positions hehind the 31~1 .h:erican and 
the 125th French Divisions on .Iuly 14. The 28th Division was composed of 
National Guard troops from l?ensylvania, It was comm~andecl hg Xajor General 
Charles H. Muir and untlcr him were Colontl G. H. Jiemp, tbommanding the 
55th Brigade (109Lh and 110th Inlantxics) and Brig. Gcncral William .M*cigcl 
commanding the 56th Brigade (1 11 th and 112th Infantries). l2uring thi, stage 
t.hc 411-i Division occupied support, positions mes;l of the Ourccl Rrvcr hetwccn 
Lizy-stir-0urcq and the Villers-CoLt ercts Woods. 

FOL%l’H kh’AGI< 

( ~Ju/,I/ 1 d-A rr ylrrsl 5 1) 

This stage is best described as Lhe Marnc-Risne offfeu&vc. A brief arc(jilnt 
of the strategy employed by Marshal Poch \%ill aid in an unclersLarrtIing o!’ this 
operation and of the manner in which the 5Lh and last German offcnsivc, charac- 
Lerised as the Third Slage, was met and repulsed. 

Through his service of information Lhc Allictl.C,ctn~~~lantler-in-Cllicf Iearncd 
that the Germans were holding the line from he Aisne to Ch3tcau-Thicrry with 
only elcvcn divisions. In a desperate efforl Lo concentrate every available man for 
his offensive between Ch;iteau-Thicrry and grille-sur-Tonrl?e, the cncmy had 
massed his maneuver divisions back of this line between thcsc Lwo named l)laces. 
Marshal Foch had also learned that Lhe German attack would comrnencc at midni$t 
July 1415. To meet this situation he planned to leave south of the Marnc only 
enough Allied troops to hold the German at,tac+k and t,o c”onccntratc his oihcr 
available forces between ChEiteau-Thierry and S&sons. Ilc l)lannc~tl to make an 
attack along this line as soon as the Germ;~ns had committc~d Lheir troops Lo 1’11~ 

carrying out of their plans. The izllicd plan was Lo cut the main road and the 
railroad running from Soissons to r;ln~teAu-?‘hierry, I 1111s l~ract,ically cutting off 
f.he prin&pnl means of supplies 0C the Gemian:: in t,he <salient. 



“‘le attack was to be a sJir~~rriS-;C. ~~krrs],irl J=(jpil \\;is ;l],ip, (13 (*c,1lccntratC 
tweW I+en& and Anleric?n dlvis.io 11 i: fCjl. tltiy f,i,l.I’ir~ ic,ll. ‘rhptyL \\ iis I)(, alqil1ex-y 
Preparation, but when the lnfa~~~r>- \\-cJI~ ~,~pI' :,I~ ‘1 1 ,1!> :I. no., .JU,>* IS, tflp Allied 
artillery opened on every known encltrJ- gur, I, ,,.,, j,,!,. 

Everything went off as planner1 _ 
the line of the famous 20th Frcncll t-:( rrlrs YC,utJ, ,$.+f ,>f 

‘~1~4~ I..{ ])i\-i*iull n-ltil,Il IlPl~i I 1IP left Of 

St. Pierre 1’Aigle to Cutry. ‘z’ltl~ 2nCi r 1 
,Sni.show P.xl cndr~J fxpI3~ 

ivi,jor, ]lplcl tllfh right Of tIl(~ SPPtOY OPthe 
~amc ~0~s and exkt-ded from a l>c,irlt in ~\-i~~,~, .-~;~,t 1 rtr,tq h \\‘rtcl(l~ nrklr ~iertes 
Feuilles Farm southward to Lor~gpo,~t . - I:,,! ti ,.ctli trtl I‘ 1 -.f and ?~ict J)i\-i<ictn ~-3s 
the noted Ist, Moroccan Division (~,~l-rbnl.JI I -J’Jr,,-,, tJllVCa,, ,Ji\Ti<ioll> fOrmed t he 
Wedge ill tile attack and had the inl~>~~tallt rlli--i,,ll c,f p,lf 1 ilr; t hc’ I’C~3(, :rrtrl r:1ilroa d 
south of So&sons. The success of the ~\.-i~rrlc trl,r.wi jcrn on. lr~l>, Iti fl~~~wn~i~~~l rlircctly 
on the SUCCORS of the carrying auf; of ~.Jji, ~~li<.i,,~l (,f tilt 2(,1 Jt J-r,.lr,.Jr (:c,rp<, 130t 11 
of our divisions were to attaclr in ;t spCAIIC.r:jJ c,C1.tcI‘J,7 clir,,,,lj,,ll. 

The 1sL Division under COIIUII;~I~~~ (,f ~J;,j~)~. (~,lr,c~i~aJ (;f1:,1.1,+ I’. $ummera1f 
arrived in its sector from Cantipj- 01~ .Jujt- 17. ;r,,,[ tcir,k (,\ (!r it.-. J):(r!, c,f ~]IE: line- 

cariJr that night. The 1st Briggclc ~:.o~lln~;;nd,~,J I,? T31+g. f;lJrlcrill ,Jc~llr~ 1,. Hints? . 
and CCJIII~OSCC~ of the 16th and 1 stll I<p+lr,thnt,. c,f r{,.gllJ:ir Illf;lllf I'V. flr~lrl t IIC: 

right of the Divisional Sector \zrlliIc t] ii. ‘J)l,f I’,,-jpr],* ,.(,111111;11!~~t’~I 1,) I;;+. c;c~Flt~l-;I3 
Beaumont R. Buck, and compsccl C~I’ I Jr,. :?t;j I, :,ll,J ?,Stll I:t-:_rilllt~llls of I.tegit13 1‘ 
Infantry, held the left of the sector-. JSy .llll\ ;‘I iI ,1:r,, Ll’O**Ff’( I 111t: til:titt uJ;icI aTId 
railroad soutllof Soissons and OIL t,hrl fcrIIc,~,.illi (I:,\ JliltJ r(~;~~l~(~~l III,: fo\\~l ~~1’t<uzan~>~, 
where it \vc?s relieved that nigllt b>- ;I 5,.crl.<.jt J,‘i\ jsicttl. II \\ il> gf’t’il i 1). ll~l~ll~)O~-~C~ 
iri its advance by the German x~a~l~ix~r+ g:itj1i,‘i’; I~,~:it,~l itI 111,~ ~;I\.II~c~ 0 f lIiss\-- 
aus-Bois and Ploizy, which wc:rc: irx l_!rta a,~f~l fJr (,r (III* l~wnt~lt I)i~i:.ion on il< Ici’t . 
,The diyi.;;ion advanced 11 kilonlc-t.crb, I ,)(,I< I;.:)(N) Jrri>ol~E~1‘:~ of \\ JIOIII I*5 \I’CXV 
off~icers, 63 field guns and suffc.~~G! (.;~rzl;lltic.+ if) lIti* t*xf1~111. or' 26 t1frirc'l.- ;xncl 

7,583 RICll. Ill the 16th and IStAl Ill f’<I Ill I.;(,- ;I]] fifbllj l~j~j('c'lY- t'Sf'('jff tIi(' ~ilJl~JIif?~~ z 

were cas~mll.ics, while Lhe 26tjh Irr f;r P I t I’>-. :I I 1 Iltb cbrlrl (If I It,* ,,,II+IYI~ ioli. \\-:)3 (‘1tnI1na rl- 
dcd 1s~ a cal,l,ain of less thn t,m~tr > C’;IIY’ c~x~u~ric*tlc.c‘. ‘f’j)t (;f’l’lil;tll lCb*>C’-- \VCCf‘C 
very large. 

The 2nd Divisio11 Ilo\\! ~OllIl~~;ll~c II*11 11) SI;ljOl (~f'll('l'i\l .I:llllC’3 Ci. 11~~1’~‘Ol’CI 
which had Ijeen in r? support; pr>sit ic.)zt ibr~l~~~tl I itch ‘,IGLir 1 Ii\-ibicur >ill(,cl .JUl> I CB, 
received orders on July 16 t,o IYIOVC in 11 i It>rli:ll f&I\ IO 1 jif* vic.inil>- rrf \*illcb-ChLt tbl’tf 5 
M’oodS. 113 this divi$On jvPl*C 1-,1X(\ :;lYl Ir,l’;rr,‘l I”)’ fSrig:ltfc. ,Y,llllllBll,.lCd Jb; 13r-ig. 
Gp13cra1 1-I. E, E]y, a]ld CfJ))-JpOj(:(l CJt’ 1 IIt* !]I fl ;tflli ?:(f’ti J$r’ginl,‘nf> (If ~I(‘glIl;%I~ 
1nf;~nti.y and the 4th Rrigadr: (31 :L r.irIcs;: ~~oIIlrt~:llrtfcYt 1,-b- Iil~i~. G~nt~lb~ll .IC)llKl 
A. I,ejcun~,. and composed of tll~ v:jJtll ancl Gt it 14c~gilrtPtits (‘if Jl:rGncs. It ;Irri\-rcl 
al, its poslt,lon on the front line nl0110. t jtf> ft;i~t t>cig,h ibf 1 J~tb-.(b \iOcd;; jrtqf Cit f.llc: 
lno,nlcnt t,hat tile altack COIU~~CIICCC-~ 1 h(’ I~~(~I’I)JJ~~ of *JllJ)+ 16. ‘I’0 do t l’li3 the ntt tit 
had to travel most, of Lltc night thL’Ol1, w11 t iic i1kit.k \\.c~ods ill Iltcs ~+,tirt arttl ti:ltk:nCss. 
Thev iycye lt1la]jle f;o USC: Ihe rC%JS -\T-hiC’ll m’ brf: j;t~nntwl v il II t.t.;lllit*. ‘fl tl’ g1.c ,I1 I: k cl 
ovcl: which it advanced, was lc~el - ‘1’111* divi>ioli Iotrk \r’ic‘i*;l\ 1 \I,* ;IP(c~tmctcbtl 0 f 
July 18 and Tigny the following ;~.f’~“‘~‘“:‘,~. J~l,, I~r ;rtlti \\;1> IYslicb\ Pri 11;’ 1111~ b,I’C‘JKh Gtl1OU -I, 

one* l~jlolllctcr casl of Tigny thC 1x1 !2J1 t * c . ‘I’iif~ c*;isl;:~lt iw flut*itt~- ih esc 
fj~\% fkq-s Iyel’c 154 oniccrs and,3,G3K 1 I’t’fl;tlI,f :trlcl ‘il ~,;tj,t 11tv~1 :I.000 \~r‘i,4ttt~t’i. 4;) ligllt 
and .]lcavvy guns, 200 I~l~dllJ2.~? g:I1 t1'- ;III i~f~lill~~l~it 1c11) tllllll]’ ~~f~i)liiitliIlp 

15,1309 rc~u~~d~ of 77 IN/~ :ktnnlllllit ir-bII. 
Bctwcen JLI~~ 18 and July 20 [.il, b ::zYI I Ii\ i.%ioll 11~~1,1 il, Ijqbii iota 011 tilt& SOLIt 11 

side of &c lfarne. The SUCC~YS of LJlc’ :(‘I ‘4c’1i I” “l” t’(ll II l”i~c’rrc~il CcwjRi s011~11\\-~‘=; t 

of SO~SSOIIS caused Lhc German;L; tc, I,tlg;riii t~viicu:rl iill: I II,) ~~i~rjt~~;~~i-‘l’I~i~~~~~ wlicn 1 
on Julv 21. 011 this lat,tcr ciatr: slzli i *< ,JE I lit :lrti I ji\.i3icjrl I ~IS~:I 11 r.ro3~illg to t.lrc 
norf.11 ;ic.lc of llic Mame in Ol*C~~xl- f (3 Ili;lillt;lirl ~‘Olll.i~t I 0il II I,flcb (‘11(‘111\ . ‘l-11*’ 
division atlvanced through Ja~l&jC~~t~lc -) :intl lc (:lk;~n111*1 in ;I I~I)I I11~a~1t~rl~ ciircct ior1 
85 f;t~’ ;IS t,llr: village of Korichc~~- s \\.j~{‘lV it \\a; rchlic~\-tYl I fllb nigiht (Jt' my 2,,!r-:3c!. 

- Jl 2 1 ,:au-l‘hit~rr~- 10~ RY;L J~r”Jj;kl ;I~oI’!’ t 0 Ibcix~g ancf sent, ].J:II:~; to the vicinity 01 cd 
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sent over in the St. Mihiel sector. Between June 1 and July 30 the division to& 
8 officers and 1 ,f 12 men prisoners, and its casualties were : 

Killed. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 1,043 
\\-l’ounded. . . . . . . . . , . . , . 141 4,692 
Gassed.. . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 42 1,735 
Missing.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 228 
I’risoners., . , , . . . . . . . . . 32 

The 4th Division, under Major Central George H. Cameron, rcachcd France 
about hlIav 15, and was moved late in June inlo the arca bctm;e(:n La Fertbsous- 
Jouarrc cthd Lizv-sur-Qurcq lvhere it event through a short, period of instruction 
early in .July. prom July 18 to 22 the infantry of the division was brigaded with 
the French and took part in the of'fcnsive hetureen those dates. The 7th Brigade 
under Brig. Gen. B. A. Poore, operated in the sector of the IJ French Corps east. 
of Trocsnes and reached a point ahout one kilometrc cast of Chouy by the night ’ 
of Ju!y ICI-20 when it was rplicvcd hy a French regiment. The 8th Brigade, under 
Brig. Gcn. Frank D. I$‘clxtcr, was with the 164th Frrnch Ijivision in a se&or 
about 8 kilomctre;; snuth of the 7th Brigade in the attack of July 18. The 7th 
Brigade, was coml)oscd of the 39th and 47th Regiments of (Regular) Infantry 
and Ihe 8th Brigade 1vt-a~ cornposcd of the 58th and 59th Regiments of (Regular) 
Infantq. The 8U-t remained in the line bill July 22-2:j lq wh~h date it had crossed 
the main (:hSteatl-?‘hierry-Soissons road and entered the Rois du Chatelet u-here 
it was rclievcd hy a French Brigade. During thr: rest, of July subsidiary units 
of the division n’we used wherever needed, as for instance, in the vicinily of Sergy 
and Seringcs when two batlalions of the 47th Infantry during the last days of 
Julv operated wil,h the 42nd IIivision and suffrrcrl heavy- losses in the attacks 
of ihcsc, two towns. On August 1 the 411~ Division lxgan reheving the 42nd 
IIivision just north of Seringes. On account of the rapid rctiremcnt, of the Ger- 
mans at that time our front, lines had advanccld to t,hc vicinity of MonL St.. Martin 
when Ihc rclicf was finally complctcd about August. 3. By 12ugust 5 the G&mans 
had all been driven to the north side of the Vcslc: River. Orders were then issued 
that the division should make a crossing of the river and conlinue the pursuit 
of the cncm)-. This crossing, however, proved a very formidahlc task as that 
river hanks at. Lhnt point were extremel;r; marshy, and the town of B~ZOC~ICS, 
which lay on the north side ahout the mlddlc of the s&or, TV~S \-try slrongly 
held IJy the emmy. II’hcn the 77th Division relieved the 4111 I>iviGon on August 
11-12 i,he intter had estahlishcd itself along the north hank of the Vesle, ltut in 
doing so, it had suffered heavy losses. The casualties of the 4th Ijivision between 
July 17 and Augus, ,f 12 were 752 killed, 4,812 woundrd and 590 missing. 

On .7uI\r 18 the line held by the 26th Division was Lhe same as that heId by 
the 2nd Division, after it had taken Houresches and Bellcau \Voods. Tn accorclancc 
wi;ith Ihe gcncral plan, the division attacked at 4 : 45 a. m. July 18, and within 
an holrr ils troops had taken t,hc srnaI1 towns of Torcy, f-3elleau and Givry. K 0 
further progrc~s could be made, hoM.evcr, as long as the Germans held the Bois de 
Givrv and Hill 193 just north of Lhesc three t,o~vns. The hill and l,he Bois de 
Givr; were both in the sector of advance of t,hc 167Lh French I)ivision on the 
Ieft if the 36th. On *July 20 the 26th Division made an attack and took Lcs 
Brnsses and La Gonetrie Farms, hut was again stopped hy the German machinr> 
gun fix coming from IIill 193. A g~nern.1 al,tack was then ordered for the morning 
of .Jnlp 21: at which time our attticking troops lound that, the Germans had retired. 
The 26th LSivision advanced on July 21 from ils po,Gtion in Torcy! Belleau and 
Civry and La Gonetrie Farm to a lint near Epied, 5 \vhich was nine I~ilo~nr~I~ers 
a\vay . Here it again encountered very heavy nlachinc glen fire, and t,hc advance 
was stopped fur a while. It was at this time that the 56111 Brigade of the 28th 
Division was put into the line wiEl1 the 26i,h Di’vision which Iqan to 8110~~ signs 
01 fatigue after six days of despcratc fighting. ‘f’ltc Germans held Ihe line through 
Epicds and Trugny unlil the morning- of July 24 when 0~x1~ p;‘trols rqvrlxil that 
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they had again retreated during the pl’(‘ccdinfi ni$ll t,. ‘I‘hc 261 11 I livision ntlvar~cc~l 
in a northeasterly clirection on July - =‘-i to La Croix Ruugc Fnrrl~ in tlic Forrt de 
Fere ,,,herc it lIT~s again stopped 1,~ C;crlllaIl machine gun lilt., .‘l:llC fOllO\Ying 
day the division xvas relievcc] jusf,sonth of this fal'I?l by t,llC' Y!zIltl ~)lL'lSlO~~. 1)uring 
the 8 days of corlLiImous figMQ WJ - had advanced 18 I ,‘c kilt,mc:lers and had 
raptured about 250 prisor-ter~. ] L sllflcrrd casual ties to the gut t’l!t of S,XH) oflicers 
and men, of whom 600 were 1riHed. 

As previously slated one hrigsde of the St h DiviAon !Xt h Drigatlcx) w;l~ 
put into t;he line to assist f,Jlc 26Lh ijiviyion in the Fo!‘f’t dC Fere. 

ofthc Germans at that time did r-ml. give t,hc 56th Br+ . 
‘rj!ct rt!tireltlwt 

wde an ofq-mtrrmf y Lo at tack. 
On July 28 the 55th Brigade of tile 2$tll DiT-i>ion rcplat>c:rl t,l1rb t i W(l :j!lt 11 Frcnc}~ 
Division just nortJh of Courmonl, and carried the lim I to near (licrgcs, v~hcre ori 
July 30 it, was relieved ]q one brigade of the 32ncl Division, 111~ ot,hcr l)rigndc of 
~lljch relieved the 3rd Division at Lhe same time. l>uring tllcw: t,\\,o days t,hc 
55th Brigade suffered 800 casunltiw. The ‘2Sfll Division 1l’:t.i: Ihcn ;~swmblcd in 
a reserve position near J~~ulgonnc wllm: itJ 1 tb ~tcd lentil iIugust -1, at, wJric:h time it 
]le,~a~l rlloving to Figllcs to rrlielre Lhc 32ncI 2T)ivision which it, (lit1 I hc: night, of 
ALgust 6-7. l~nring August nlmlerouS attempts were made to tfl.ivc t,hc Gm>ans 
across the plateau north of the Ve,i;le, I jut \vithout SIlc’PCsS. Aboll t, Sepi rlnl)cr 4 t,he 
cncmy \t-as forced to retire towards thC AiSIlC 011 account of t IIV Kllie(l attacks 
north of Soissons. TJlc: division was wlie\-~1 al,out midway IW[\YWI~ the Ai.-;ncb ;tncl 
the Vcsle the night of September 8-t). 

The 32n(l Division, c0mmandcc.l hy Major General 11-m. C. Haan, pwvious 
to our of’fensive of July IS! had heen in a yuiel sector not, Par f~mm t 11~ Swiss 
horder. Tt was composed of National Guard troop5 Crum the Sta t,w of Micl~igan 
and Wisconsin. The 63~1 Brigade ~125th ant1 1’26th lnf;rntric+) was comntnnrletl 
J)\- Brig. General William I>. Connor and the 64tft Brigade (127L1-1 k111t1 I2Sth Infan- 
tl:ics) 1,~ Brig. General Edwin B. \\‘inans. _\a stated in tllc prcc~di~l~ paragraph, 
it reiic;ed the 3rd Division and the 66th I3rigade of t,hc 28th lfiwrlon south of 
CXerges on July 30, By August 3 it had advanced through (<hamcry, Coulonges, 
Cohan and Dravegng, and had reached the southern edge of the LO\\;n of Fismcs. 
That afternoon our troops got into the Lawn, but were driven out short ly af Ler- 
wards by a German counter-attack. The division attacked again the morning 
of August 4, drove the Germans 011t and held the town against severe counter- 
a. ttack3. Desperate efforts were made 1)~ our men to esta-thlish thcmsclvcs on 
the north side of the river, hut they itcre unable to do SO in force* The: division 
captllrccl one officer ant1 96 mw and 11acl the folfo\villg c*a~~l;ill i,t.z : 

Killed, , . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 27 N!) 
. lJT’oundecl.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 140 3,w3 

Xissing.. . . . , . . . . . . . . . . ‘) 147 
Upon its relief from thi- a sector 17~ the 28th Division on _lugllst 7-8 lhc 

3:?nd Ehisim marched hack to Dravee;nv and CZerges for a period of rest,. Late 
in August it was ordered to move to th; &ea nort~hwest, of Koissons where between 
August 28 and September 3 it drove the Germans out of their strong positions at 
.Jllv@y and across the main road running from Soissons north to (:oucy-le-Cha- 
teau. In this sector the division took 9 officers and 928 men priwncrs and sufferetd 
the following casualties : 

Killed. . . . . . . . , , . . . . . . . . 15 :x2:3 
Wounded. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i2 
Missing.. . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2,333 
76 

Ahout July 19 it was se:en that the German ofTcnsive east, of I+eirns had 
ahout spcnC itself. 
Gcncral Crouraud’q 

The 4h-d Division was then relieved from further duty nit.11 

Chateau-Thicrry. 
2 ATmy and ordcrcd to move to I,a Fertc-sous-,Jounrrc: near 

Under GcmmI Mcnolm who commanded thr: il%ntl .I)ivision, 
were the 83d rnfalltry Brigade commanded 1.1) Brig. Gell(>ral $li(~lla~l ,J. I,cnihan 
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and il1l-t 81Lh lnfantrv Brigade commanded t)p Brig. General Rol,ert A. 13ro~~, 
and the 671 h Field hr~illcry Brigade commanded by ljn,. ‘m Gencrat George G. Gatley, 
111 the 83rd Brigade wcrc the 165th Infantry (Xew York) and l.he 166-th Infantry 
(Ohio), and iti the 8-lttl Brigade were the 167th Infantry- (Alabama) and the 
168th tnfant>l:y (tow). The 67th Field Artillery Brigade was composccl of the 
149th (Tllinols), t,he 150th (Indiana) and the 151st (Minnesota) Regiments. . 
Bctnw~l Jul\- 15-19 the 42nd Division suffered casualties in the sector cast of 
Reims t,o Lhd extent of 450 1riIIcd and 1,350 gasFed and Fvounded. The division 
arrive{1 at t,a Furtc-sous-Jouarrc on -Jut:- 22, and after resting there for Tao days 
it was scnl up to relieve the 26th Diylsion. This relief took place jus:t solrth 
of the Croix Rouge Farm on Jul;\- Z-26. As the front held 1,~ the 26th Rmc- 
rican and the, 167111 French I)ivisionq harl.grWtl~- narrawXd dwn since July 1801, 
it 1i.a~ pos>ilrlc for 1,htb 42nd t)ivision to relieve them 1~0th at Ihe same. The 
321111 advr~nwd Lhrou~~h Villers-qur-F?re- Serge , I T bsles, Seringcs-cP&les, Marcuil- 
en-Dolo and C:12er!--(Ahart,~.etlv~~. The &rmans oflercd very desperate resistance 
at, Serq and CicrgPs. Both (Jf t,hese ion-11s changed hands Twice before the 42nd 
was fi;;jjilv nl,lc t 0 tkolrl then~. This division n as rrticved hy the 4th IX&ion in 
the \-it*irlji\; of CherJv-Chart reu\-e on t hc night, of Augqst, 3. In the ad\rancc to 
the YebIt> T%ver Iwtw*rcn .lut~~ 25 and August 4 the division nctvanc~d 15 kilonlctcrs, 
captured 69 mwi and al)olll, I Xi machine guns and suffcwd casualt,iw to the 
extent, of 5,500 officers :lncl mcli. 

The ‘77ih r)i\-ision 11 hich, l,ct~sccn June 20 and August 4, had held a quiel 
wctor in I,orrainc estcnding frc,nl EIcrl,eville to Badonvil!cw, relic\-cd the t,ired 
and decimated 4th Division along fhe \‘e~lc: Ihc nighl of August 11-12. The 
77111 (Lihcrt~~) I )i\iision \~as connnar~rlctl l,>- $lajor Genera1 Cr(yyrg~ B. Duncan 
and was comt~f~w~l of National ;2rmy t,rw)ps from Xem* York +rL!-. 111 it wcw 
Lhc 53ril 13rignd(! i’%bth and SO6t.h Infantries) and the 54th B1;1gadc: (307th and \’ 
30811~ Jnfantriwl. the latlcr hrigatlc! being commanclr~t I)>- 133rlg. Gcncrat Evan 
M. Johiwn. Nn furlher progrcS* was made in the sector ilnl.it Sc~ptc?mI@r 4, 
n-hen the Gcl’lllall~, on account ol’ illc Allied s~cccsscs north of Soissonc;, began to 
retire fr(.,nl t!~e l’esle. The division atlvanccd its left Ilank to lhe hisne River 
south of Bourg-ct,-Comin ljy September c , 0 hut its right flank was Iwing held up 
just, soul,h of i,he villages of Rcvillon and ViltPrs wh, , 0% on the date mentioned, it 
was rcIievcc1 1,~ 1 he &h Italian Division. 

The It,aliall Division jusl rcfcrwd to, along wilh LOP 3rd Italian Division, 
formed the 2nd Italian Corps which arrived in France lalc in May under t11c 
command of Lieut. General Alhricci. During the months of May and June thal 
Corps held a scclor between h~ocourt and lhc Argonne Forest. Bct\seeen JU~C 15 
and ,July 20 it was southwest of Rcims in the Ville-en-Tardcnois region where 
iL rendc’red r~lost valuable assistance in I-)reaking up the German offensive of 
<July 1:). This corps also did very- 5 wood lvork later along the Ailctf,e River and 
around Sissonc. There were also many thousand Italian labor troops kvorking 
in France> J + 

The 1st. rbnerican Corps I-Ieadquartcrs began functioning administrativetj 
early in June at, Tout under command of Major General (later Lieut. General) 
HuGter E. Liggett. fate that same month Ihey \IC~A ordered to the (lhateau- 
Thierry sect,or where on Juiv 4 they relic\-cd the French Corps Headquarters 
at La Fe&c-sous-Jouarrc. Ih the attack of Julv 18 the 167th French and the 
26th American Divisions ~erc in the 1st akmeri&n Cort~. The 4Llr, 32nd and 
42nd American Divisions later formed parts of this Corps. On August 4 ttle. 3rd 
American Corps Headquarter, c under command of Major General (later Lleut. 
General) RobertS L. Bullard relieved tlte 38th French Corps near Fismes. At 
this time the 32nd Division was transferred from the 1st to the 3rd COW. The 
1st Corps \vas relieved from duty in the sector about, August 10. 
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ITIIWRARY 1ST DAY 

CHATEAU-TkfIERRY 

. The i,own of Chateau-Thjerry is divided into two parts b;v l.11~ Mtir~c River. 
The entire cit,y lvas occupied ]sy the tiermans in early Se~)tellIl?er 1914, bilk t,hey 
were driven out of it that month in the 1st Battle 01 the filam. ?‘hc north half 
was again occupied by the Germans on *Ilay 31, 1918, but they \L’~TC’ lIn:;l,lc to 
get into the south half. This northern half did not sl~ffer mrlch from hostile 
bomharclment as t,he &nnans occupied it. in 1915 wilhout much opposition, tt~tl 
while the, enemy heid it the Allics did not shell it. AL the time t llnl the French 
rc-occupied the north half on ?July ,., 91, 1918, there \ya,G very lilllc fipliting as the 
~ermaIls \ver(? then evacuating the xvholc of the Chal cau-Thierrv salient 011 
account of the French--4merican SLICCCSSCS near SOiSSOnS. The okiginnl sl one 
f)ridge near the cenler of Ihe cit,y v’as dcst roved 1)~’ the l’rcnch at, ;I I JoIt I, 1 1 rJ’clock 
p. In., June 2, 1918, in anticil3,aiiorr of :\ German nttcnll,l, ist (‘l’t)s~illg:.. M’hcn 
the bridge wac hIown up there ~CCI‘C a luw French nrttl Americ*all I rool)~ on ~IIC 
norill h:t~&. They cit,her swam the river 01’ cros.-;cc? 1)). Lhe milroatl l)ridge to the 
east of the tom-n. “l’his latter bridge waq hlon~ up ,JUHC 7. Tllc 7th Machine. 
Gun Pz:~t,talion of the 3rd 11ivision \~~hiclt Ggured so promincnlly in slopping tl:c 
German aclvance :~cros3 the JIarnc on Alay 31 in the vicifliQ7 of C:ll;rtt~arl-‘l’llicrr~, 
llarl i[,S guns locat,rd off the south side of the river. ThaL part. of’ the cil)- t\a:: 
tlividerl ‘;;lto two part 5, the wcstcrn part l)eing assign& for tl~~frnsc to ~~ori~pmv 

bL A “, 7th $Iachinc Gun fiattnlion, and t,hc cast~rx llalf to ~orn~~;\l?~- “ R “. Thi’s 

division placed the hritdge near lhe center of the cil y uncic~r the protct*Lion of 
&mpakly ” A ” and the raihad bridge under that of &Jnlpny “ H “. 011 .jUIle 5 

Lhis Machine Glen 13attalion was rcpInced by a French llrjit. I:, then ~vctrif, back 
Lo a rcscrve position. 13ctwcrn .Junc 4 and *July I5 fhi~ serf.~r 1~:)s qlliclt. On 
the nor111 side of lllc city is located Ihc Ilolcl rlc Villc, in the lon7er nE ~1 hich is 
a clock. AL the center 01 the c.lock can 1162 noticed a hole tllr*ollgl~ n-hich the 
Germans fired a machine gun on ang Lhin, 0’ moving on the main 1*0:1~1 mnniqg 
i,hrough i hc muth side of the city-. Behi~fl lhc Motc~l cle Ville 011 t hc Iiigll 1~11 
may he noticed the remnants of the old Eortificalions surrounding tfle C,~hrttcau 01 
(:harlcmagne. If the pal t.y arrives nt C:l~at,earl-‘Thiel,~~ the day lrrror’c st;\rting 
the trip tli(: mmLcrs should gw up to theso fortifications LO get, ;I vicjv c,f the 
Yurrounding counttry. 

VAUX w 

The party SLOPS at, Vaux an!:1 climbs Lo I he railrr,arl crossing over the main roacl. 
From here one sees the roofs of the buildings of Ic TI:iolel,, ahouI 11~0 and a half 
kilometers to the west, v:hiclt marked the cyt rmle advance of the &rm;\r~ I owartl~ 
Paris in May and June 1918. Uy June 6, when the line l~ca~nc tcn!~~orarily 
stabilized in this part, the Germans held the north bid? of the plain rsoad fron! 
Vaux to le ‘I’hiolct. They held Vaus and flill X4. This immcdiatc srrtion of 
the lint’ remained quick until the attack of the 2nd T)ivision on .Tlllv 1 against 
vaux and &is dc la Roche \\.hich is al~out 800 m(Aters rlorthnresf, of <7ali~. The 
Bck de la Ro~he was to he taken by one bul tolion of t!lc 23rd Inlant,r)F wllilc Vaus 

was to bc taken lm a battalion of the 9th Infantry. The artillerv preparation . 
lasted from 6 : 00 A. M. to 6 : 00 P. $3.. and way (onsiderecl pr:~ctipalIv perfect. 
The attacking h.mps jnmpcd off from a line along the nort],, CCI~C of Ihc j-his de la 
Marette southwest of Vaux, the Ilattalion of the 23rd being on the west part’ of 
Lhe line and that of the 9th on the east, part. Tlte battalion of the 9th Infantry 
met, with very Iit& rwistaucc and occupied the ton-n in a]-boul, t,cn lninrrtcs with 
very small losses. The other battalion, however. rrlct wit11 st,r(mgcr rcsistancc 
and suffered heavier losses. Tllc troops attacking Vaux rnovcd up the little! 
ravine approaching the vill!lgc from the s0uf.1~. The squads had been furnished 
ammte plans of alI cdlars In the town and each squad had ])een irlstructcd mhich 
cellars it 15.3~ to mop up. cThe French wcrc s~rppos~cl t,o t,ake t]ill W/t \vhilc mc 
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mccrc t,aking l’aux! but their at tack was unsuccessful. The American part of the 
program was carried out exactly according to schedule. The following morning 
the Germans at,f.emptcd to retake Vaux by a counter-att,ack. Mosl of these 
counter-attacking troops were raked in 11-y our artillery barrage and captured. 
Tn the combined operaf ions we Look 500 prisoners. Their position on IIill204 gave 
l,he cncnly an advantzqe over our t,roops in the village. After being driven out of 
Vaux the Germans tooii up a position along the east side of the road and railroad 
from Vaux t.o’Bourcyches. The l’ronch High Command complimented the 3rd Bri- 
gade for the I horollghncss of it,s plans 
t ILC opera Lion. 

;111d its very efficient Iiaison throughout 

I3~,r;ilI.xaEs 

Tllc vitlay(: 01 Uourcsches \\as occupied 1,~ Lhe Gernlans on June 1. At 
a1SOTlt 6 1'. 111., Jrmc 6, Lhe 4th Brigade drove theWcnemy oul of it and Lhcn held it 
against C;c:r~rrarl c.o~rl~f,cr-attack.~. ‘The enemy held the east side of the railroad 
near Lhc town as j~re!l as the station qhich they had fortified and which was 
supportetl l.)y xnachjnc: m..m fire fLXJll1 kfill 193, north of Belleau. 
to hold the sta-rtion untn .Jnlg 21. 

They continued 

I,i cY-I.E-BoClIGE 

On 111~ n\-ay front Hourcschcs t,a I.,ur:y-lc-nocage and ju:t liefore reaching 
IAr~c-y the part~r p;?ses near the souLh cdg~ of Hclfeau WoCrds n.herc the 4th Bn- 
gadc gained a footing on June 6. The hcadquartcrs of the 6th Regiment, of 
Marinw wrrc irk 1,11cy. 

‘L’ORCY 

The village of Torcy qas c)ccul)icd hy dclachmcnts of the 26th Division at. 
aboutr ,i : 30 a. m., ,Jul,v 18. 

1~I?.l>I,EAIi 

This village It’;iS nccupied l-q- 01u.7 troops at about 7 : 15 a. m. July 18. 

I 
~~tiLI,bATj \t’OUI,S 

‘I’hc ~)tart,y stops al, Hkllcau \\Totds and goes up Lo the high ground in the 
nort hwcst pn rt 01 t ~IWII. J-Jwe t,hC: nature of the -\yoods may hc easily SCCI~. 
l’ht!y exl end two kilometers sotd h-ward as far AS I,ucy-le-Boca.ge and have a - 
midl;l-r of one kilomctcr. ‘I’hc Gcrm;~ con~idercd them very important as a 
point of clcpartr~re for Iheir Iroop in t-we OF a IICW ;rttack and oc+cupicd t,heru 
with one rcgimcnt of jnfantrv and numerous machine guus and t wnrh mortars. 
The rocky nature of the soil I~ade the place sL~if,;~f.)le for machine gun rc&t,nncc 
and afforclert wonclerfl~l proLec;tion againsf, our artillery fire. These psitio11s 
\VCrC snp~~orted by host,ilc artillcr?r Iocatcd hehirid the hills north of Bellcau. 
J’hc svstem of rlefcn~e l.~~~d 1)~ the mm~~ was to cover the approaches xyiith 
machi& guns and t,o have tho& machine g”;11 posit,ions covered by other machine 
guns in rear, so that when the first, Ijne of guns was destroyed t,hc second line 
would c:of11c into- operaLion. Our firsI, attack on ihc woods was made fro111 the 
south and Y.-P& 011 <JIII,C 6. The attack from t,he \vt:Pt, was a coixplcte failure as 
Lhe men advancing ov(‘r the open ground from that direction wore mowed down 
hy the machine guns located on the high ground at the‘northwst corxux- of LhC 
woods. Each one of our att,x& frc-jm the sodh, however, was partially succes$fuI 
SO that 11~ the afternoon of ,June 25, followln, ' '0' :I very efficient artillery preparation, 
the infantry of the 4th Brigade drove the Germans completely out of the lvoods, 
and in doing 80, took ,3Xl prisoner;;. the 7th Illfa,nt,ry of the 3rd Division relieved 
the 6th Hcgiment of Marines in these 
to give the latter an occasion to rest. 

pcsitions hetwecn June 15-20 app~oxi~-tely, 
L,noking to the north the towns of EMeau 

and Givry may ho seen about 800 vards away, and the wooded Hill. 1% just 
hcyoncl them. OR to the wxt;hwcst,” nhout 1,500 yards away may be seen the 
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litllc village of Torcy. l)uc to a misirlter,yretat,ion of orders the dctachmcnts of 
the, 26t,h Division in 13ellcau ~~OOC~S did no, f move fern-ard to attack until about 
6 : 30 a. m., Jul>* 18. By 7 : 15 a. rn.! they had taken Bellcau and Givry, l,ut , 
tllc\. \ycre unahlc at that time to make further progress *on a~counl of' the fuct 
that, t,he Germans n*ere bated on Hill 193 \vl~ch W~P ?n the French sector of 
advance. Due to t,he fact that the ~rcnch did not, take I-r111 193 unlll Lhc morning 
of ,JU~V 21 our troops lv:cre lmable, to get over the open ground bcyond.ll?a Brusscs 
warm” which latter place they took the afternoon OC July 20. Ths farm may 
hc scdn to the east of the vilIage of Bellba~. 

On arriving at the main road near BCzuct t,ltc part) L turns rlort.11 toI\ ards 
Soissons. Tn tlic Rois du Chatelet, whic*h liea cast of‘ the react about lo) kilo- 
meters north, of Rezuet was Iocatcd. ihc cmplaccnlent 01 a very large gun intcndcd 
lo l~c fired on Paris. The emplacement, 110~ cs’cr, was not finished 111 tilne 10 l)e 
~iscd thcrc. The enemy did fire some railroad guns front t,his position on tire 
towns of Mcaus and Coulommicrc, earl!- in June. 

Tlic road from I-Tartennc>q lo Tip>- turns ~harpl>- to the n-es1 . 

TlGhl 

The 2nd Division took Tign!, 1hc afternoon of July 19 and ~~-a~ rtllieved a 
sllort dislance east of the town that da\-. At -the x~-c,+rn exit. of Tigny may 1~: 
seen a German ammunilion dump n-hich coxllnined altout 15,000 rotinds OI+ 
$7 m ,‘m and 3,000 rolrnds of 155 m/m Gerntan anm~unition when cal,turcd. 

$Al~c,ul five hundred yartl~ norlh cast of t,hc railroad station al, Vierzy was 
an inmicnsc quarry in 1vhic.h a whole regiment of Marines rested during the night 
of Jul!- 18-19. Virrzy was Lakcn Ihc afternoon ol’ ,July 18 I>>” t11c 2nd Division. 

B~A~RE:PAIRE Fanhr 

TTcre t,he part\- stops for orientation on the ground. In Lhcir advance froln 
Villcrs-Cottcrcts ‘Ci’oods, which labter may lrc seen tn o kilomctcrs over to the wt%sL, 
to Reaurepire Farm the direction of advance was slightly north of east. At 
Ihis farm the direction of advance was shifted slightly south of east and ihc 
cllangc of direction was made on this farm as a l,ivot, 

\'ERTES ~7ET_:ILIXS FARM 

This Parm lay about Xl0 yards behind l,hc German front line the morning 
of the attac.k. TO the south of t,he farm which \?‘as the s&or of the 2ncl Division 
our front line was along the cast edge of the ]‘illers-Cotterets Forest and northof 
the Farm which was held by the lst, Moroccan Division the front line was ahout 
WO yards west of the road going to Saint-Pierl~e-I’Aigl~. The joining l)oint bet- 
WCCII the 1st: Moroccan Division and the 2nd American J)ivision was opposi~c this 
Farm. 
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This village uYks t,he joining point of the JefL of the 1st Moroccan Division and 
the right of the 1st ,American Division. Our troops held the t~o\\Tl and the 
Germans wcrc about, midway bet\veen it and J>ommiers. 

,I town in the German front lines;. 

CROIX DE l:En 

On Iltc open ground arourld Croix dc Fcr the German artillery succredcd in 
getting direct hits on aljorrt, twelve Allied tanks and wrecked them the morning 
of the altack. ‘This place was organized tis a strong point, ~it,h machine gun posi- 
tions protected by lxwl~cd wire. 

(:FIAUDUN 

‘YlliS was the right of the sector of the 151. 1)ivision. 

Off to the lefl of the road may l)e scan 111th ravines in 11 hirh mere Jocatcd 
the (;erman machine gunners who caused con4dcral~!c delay and losses to the 
advancing troops of the 1st I)ivision. 

The party stops at Soissons for oie hour for lunch. ‘i’hc Hotel du T,ion Rouge 
near the Place de la Republiyuc, and the Hotel de la Croix tl’Or near the Cal,hetiral 
arc both r’ccommended. Soissons was first occupiccl by the Germans early, in 
September 1914, and was evacuated 1)~ 11~~~ about ten days later, follow, lng 
tl-Jc 1st Battic of the Mnrne. It was again trrc,upied I))- them on XI;!) 30, 1918, 
and again evacuated by them about AuguA 1, 1918, folloxying’ the AAlt~c~d countcl,- 
offcnsivc. 

Jn tllcir relrcat foIl0win.g Lhe 1st BattIC Of tI ~c Narnri the Gcrnlans est;~l~liAed 
themselves on the NW of hills north of this village. The Frc~nch held the toun 
of Crouy and had a footing on the high b ground north of it linti January 1915 
Tthpn the Germans drove t,l~em back to the south side of the Aisne. From tllrr t, 
time to earlv in 1917 the Germans had the nor1 11 side of the river and the French 
the south si&e. This proxiniity accounts for t,hc destrllc,tion of the tit).. Xbout 
one kilometer north of Cirouy the party hegins passing !JJ- numcroub German 
dugouts alon, v the roadside. Following the Allied ofycnsive of 1916 along Lhe 
Somme River, the Germans in March 1917 began retiring to what is called the 
IIindenburg line which in this sector was about 7 kilometers nort,heast of Soissons. 
By Mav 5, 1917, the Gernlans had been driven ‘back ti, ;I lin(> 11 hich lay roughylyv 
about &o kilometers soulh of the Chcmin des Dames. 

Fonrr Dli LA ikIALMAISO?; 

In October 1917 Lhc French, after an artiller;r: prepration lasting six dais 
and night, drove the Germans to the north of the Allette in the sector of the Fort, 
de la Malmaison, and took 11,300 prisoners. From that time until May 27. 
1918, this sector was quiet. The ‘Xt h (New England) Division held this sector 
during Fcbrua;ry and i&larch 1918. I 
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.Bor;rrc-ET-COMIN 

aSWILI,Y 

VILLms 

‘T’his was one of I,hc villages where t@ 77th Division \vas lxing l~cld up 1,; 
f he (;crmans in Scptemher \5<llen it \bas rclleved 1,) I the 8111 1talian Division. 

3 

MFWAL 

FISMl~S 

~-TW’tl Lhc IJad? rnakcs .a slop for orientation. Fismes TV;\:: t akcn Jby Lh(l 
:]grld LAnleric;;lIj I)ivision 011 Augus;t 4, 1918 after VcI:y dCSpCI'LltC fighting. It, 
will he recalled that our Lroops got into Lhe cil y tk!c altcrrloclrl of Xugrlst 3, 1,ut 
I hey were soon driven out. J-Jowever they attacked again the morning of ..lugust 4. 

;I nd were successful. Th(: 28th nivisioh rclicvcci t,hc 321~~1 I)ivi>ion in b’ismcb 
011 ALlpt, 6. 

RErals 

The party jmkcs a stop here to visit the CaLhotiral. The Gcrnian Iinc3, pa.54 
;:I,out two miles frum the Cathedral of Reims until O4oher 1915. The clt,y was 
~o11t inualby hombardcd by l,hc ~crmans. Rcim?; \Y;I,~ occupiccl 1:~ the Germans 
for several day s at the hcginning of the w\r, hut V\‘;IS c+acunt cd following lhc 
I st Ekxtllc of the Marne. 

‘\‘IT.T~E-~N-T_~KI)ENo~s 

‘I’hc Germ;ms held illis LOMX between ,Junc I alltl +luly 18, 19lS. ‘I’lle lines 
f~~l!t~wtA the road fruru Rcims to Dotmans fronr JLIIIC 1 to qJ~~ly 15: l!jJS. 

C~URTHTEZY 

lfOUI.liXS 

The party stops hcrp 1 o look over the ground held 1.)~ the 3rd I)ivision. Off 
IO the west may t3c sern the tu\vn of Mazy and clos;cr hy is tht Surruelin River. 
‘i’hr! Germans got into Mt:zy in Lhcir attack of ,7111;\- 15. The hill c~a>t of Ritzy 

. \\ as taken from l,he French at, that. timr: also. 

Ch July 15 a small force of German troops rcaclled Fosso~- hc~ld 11y Ihc 
-it,11 Regiment. They n-we quickly driven out. 

BEESMES 

CHATEAU-THIERR> 

I-Eere party takes diuner kind catches ;I f&n for Cblons. 
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CHAPTER 11 J 

Second Day of Officers Battlefield Trip 

I-tEl)UC:TJON 01’ TIJE ST. MfEITET, SM,IENT 

~‘1Zl:LICIINhR.l UII;(;ISIONS 

‘I’Ilr> offcnsivc of Mawh 2lst,, 1918, anal tllct i;ucc*e(qjjng German uflcnsivr~. 
\vil.h 111~ wn~qu~nt nrxwity for employing American t,r0opS wherever t,hcl> 
might, 1)~ of the most immcrliato USC, had postponed t,hc formation of an Amcrictirl 
~Jrm5’ rrotn thy to clay. 7’1~~s while on lMny I%,h l,h(L t:omJl7ander-in-l;Ilief hatI 
wuc~hcd an agrwmctnl M ith Concral Pctain loo]<ing to th(: carlj- organisr?f,ion of 
an Alnerit*an sector in the Wcevrc, the German M;r> 27th offensive, d~la~~rrl 1,hrb 
rxecution of this Jj’ojwt and involved our lnw~ ~~slwricnc~cci t,roops in s;iyi rlq 
Paris and in wducing t,hc M;~IWV salient. 

On Jtll~~ I-4th t,hc C;onltnandcr-in-Chief bad an intclrvicw \I-ith Marshal 12~7tr~l1. T 
tluring the (:uurse of whic~h it DXS agreed that an ,i\mr:ricaan :jrmy should lw c)rga- 
nisetl. Yo definite tact iori ~3s. 0 1 stained however, and OII *July 21st, after tAlcI 
~i~wcssful Iqinning of the .lulv 18th counter*-at,tac~k, the C:ornnlander-iI~-t:hic,t 
agajn met Marshal Fwh and G’bneral Pctain as u-c:ll. ,Qt this intervievr it \\.;I> 
agreed, the final su(*wsS of the July 1Mth attack not, vet, being secured, tAIlaL t,hc 
1st Army should hc formed for the time being in 1 ilc Ch;rt,cau-Thierry wgiorl. 
Tlrc: Conlr2nnclcr-in-Chief insislcd however, that the C:llaf,cau-Thicrry region w:w 
not, l,hc region Iwsit suited f’nr the c:rnploymenl of 011~ forces, and poinlccl out the 
nwcwit,y for a final and dc~finitc agreement on a wctor which should be JPIYII:\- 
ncnt,ly hmcricnn ; the use of ollr troGps in the Chateau-Thierry region to be cnn3i- 
clcrrd as 1 cnlpo~~~ ry . This view- prevailed, and it, was agreed that a dcfinii I’ 
,2mPric*rtn S~YI or shoi~ld hc evcntaally constituted in t hc region of Nanry-TOul. 

C)n July- 2dt,ll a most important confcrenw lwt,wcen the! Americcln, Rritil-h 
an(l Vrc~nch Comnlanders-in-Chic~f and Marshal P;oc:h (all of whom wcrf: aCCc~lJ1- 
I)al~ied by ofliccrs of their rcspcctive staffs) was heId at Bomb~n. 

)jyicfly f,lle Confemncc agreed t IlaI, all l,llC alliPtl forCCS ShOUfd 1KJSS t0 311 0ff(~I~- 
SIVP aI titudc. 

f(L) 
PI 

. i (4 
w 
‘I’ll C 

Cnntin~rnl,.ir~n r,f the wtlurlLion of the kfarnc salicrlt, to scc’urc as a minil0unl 
~wult t,l~c: wleasr of the Paris-Chalons railroacl. 

Hcdrlction of the :~nlicns salient, thus swiiring the wleasc of the Pa rI>- 
Ainienki railroad. 

Reduction of thr Saint-Millie1 Salient. 
Rclcase of the mining regions in the ~-rorl h (region of Bcthnnc) ;r~ld 

tlriving Lhr e:llcm> aM’r?y from l,ht: yol~1 s of I)uIJltrique and Cktlui-;, 

reduct,inn of tlirl Saint-Millie1 salitn t, lb as cwn~iclccl Lu the Arnctkan 

.J~,ln),, IJLlt 110 appK’(JXiUlill U dtlt,ct l’OJ* t,lJiq Pft’Ort \\ fiS liXl’(t. 

On t,irc other hand. it, QXS agreed on July 24th Lo I-wgin immediatel;\; movc- 
m(~~lt,s \\]ljrll w(~ul~l finally resilit, in the formation in ihc Chal,eau-‘l‘kicrr~- wgir)rl 
of ;a11 _~n~(~ri(~~n arm): of IUX army corps of thrrc divisions each. r 

Rv A~,g~st 3rd t,llv operations in the Chatwlr-Thicrry region had not, ot11> 
c*c,ull~l~~t~l\+ ~ncdcwtled in tllclir original purpoW, 1)ul the Iinr_: showed tundcncics 
of st 3hilj2ng. &-I stud) made nt American C. II. Q. at this time &on-c&cl t hc 

n 
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ndvisahility of changin g the plan of forming the First. ~In~cricnn Army in ill? 

region of ChatraIl-Th<crrv and instead of commencing the plans for t,hc, rcductioll 
ol’ the Saint-Millie1 salienut. Jn August Lhc line on tile Vcslc did l-mo~r~~~ stahilizcct 

and on August 9th the Commander-in-Chief conferred with Narshal Focb at 
Sarcus and with General PeLain at Provins. In brief, the decision reached was 
Lo leclvc m American corps of three divisions on the Ve*lc and to lqin the move- 
menl, of droops which wcrc to ~~ntlrrtake the reduction ol’ the Saint-Mihicl salient,. 

Before taking up the prol~l~~111 of assembling the troop:: Lo 1~ cmpI0~ ed and 
1.110 ;~ctuaI operation, it may 1~1 of interest to summarize the previous h&tory of 
the s:tlienL and its importancc~. 

FIrs~onv ox: rrm: S~rsT-MmI~L s-44Lrm1’ rr3InR w AJ~I~RICAN IIJ~~;,RATIONS * 

The Sainl-Khiel salient ~vas c)cc:ttpird I)g- Gcarmnn troops in t hc c>arly da-\.s 
of the war. The necessity of mcclin g German attacks farther north h;ld XI \\ c4&- 
nrd fhe J?r~~krh forcw south of \‘cJrdiln that thfl Germans WOW ahlc to ~~r:cup~~ 

the heights of the MC~IW in I hal rrgion. 
Slrantz. co~nmanding two army c:orl)~, 

On Scptcnibcr 20111 1914: General van 
aclvanccd from 11~1 plain of the 11’cxlvrc 

on to the plat cau of 11:kl Lonrhatl cl practically unoppo~d. From his foothold 
on tbc plateau, van Slrantz advanced against and took the fort:: of lhc Ycnse alltl 
Saint-Uhiel Septcml~cr 2‘Zncl and X3’rd. To meet this enc’mv thrust General 

r Sarmil, ron~manclirlg t llc French arm>- aroqnd Verdun, drew I.,:& and cstendcd 
his rightJ lvhilc General I)llhnil, commanding the French ;Innp further soulh pushed 
forces nortll trom Toul and Liouvillc. The joint action of thesr~ two French 
comnlunder~ had 1~9 fhphkllicr 26th contained the German advance l~racticallv 
to the lines which for the nexl four pears marlted the Saint-hlihiel salient. Tl<e 
names of the places-Borrconvillc, Beaumont and Flirey-where thcsc French 
forces came in contact with the Germans arc familiar to American forces as front 
line positions on our occupation of this sector in 1918. 

The French did not immediately make a determined effort, to reduce the 
salient. although thcrp \~as hard fighting at Apremont iI1 October 1914. J n 
&‘el~ruar)- and April of 1915 howcvkhr, 
enemy from his threatening posit.ion. 

there were serious atlempts to force I hc 
General Sarrnil’s arrnv around Verdun 

took the offbsive and l~u~ih~cl cast across the heights of the iM&lsc. l)llring t]lr 
COW% Of thCSC offensives the village of Lcs Epargcs was L:ken and the neigbbouring 
heights. In April, af, the same tilne as the attack near LCS Eparg(::‘, the army at 
TOUI attacked down the MOSCUC taking most of the BOis-le-Pretre alla threatening 
the n-boIe German line just north of the Pant,-a-Mousson-Com~~~er(,~- road. Hll I, 
the final nxtlt of these operafirms was local success only, and the Gcrkrans rcf.aincy~ 
t he salient practically intact. 

chL4RACTER AND IMPORTANCE OF THIS SAINT-&~IHIIx SALII?NT 

The primary strenght of the Saint-Mihiel salient lay in tht: character of the 
groung on its western face, \\hich ran along the eastern heights of the Meuse s~~rl,l~ 
of Saint-Jlihiel and conslituted an exceedingly strong position. Sccuritv from 
attu~ck on the southern face was found in the diIlicult ground comprising Lo<ipmonl 
Ridge and Montscc, which arc off-shoots from the main heights of the Meuse end 
Lhc! ‘\vooded and hilly 
ac PoIlt-a-~~oussol~. 

ground which lies between Montsec and the Mosrllc kive, 

Bu.t,in spite of these natural dcfences the salien; ‘hid the 
weakness of all salients in that it might be attacked on both flanlrs and pinched 
Ollf . Conserpcnl~Iy the Germans had during the vcars of its occupation I)>- thelll 
strenghtened the salient 1)~ a great mass and vari&,v c)f artificial works, the main 
feature Of whirl1 was an elal~orate system of \-virinp.” 

The offensive value of the salient to the Germans lav c.hicflv in Lhe fact Thai 
it interrupted French communications from west to e&t on t”hc: main r~rilr’o;~d 
Paris-Sancy while constantly threatening the entire region hctwecn Nan;1y and 
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I-j:ii*-le-Due, as well as thilt J)c:t\vcert Uat*-lc-Due alIt1 \~c~iYJtitl. ‘L’lic priixipul 
ctc*lcwive value of lhe salient front tht! German Iwinl of view wtlh tJlat it eovcrccl 

f Ire sLratcgic center of Rletz and L11rh 13ricJ; iron IsIsill. II lllIlSt he rctiuced before 
:I111 gcner4 offensive against. tIrw;ct 1~x1 vital points or c~~cn further east coIlId lx 
(‘f I;1 t rlllpl:rtccl. 

‘I’f~cb 1Ji~t~1ich ctJnlnl;Jt~tl rt:llr11211y h:ttl sLutiic:ti lli(~ qlles;tioll of tllc rcd~~clinri 
01 [,tlcx S;llir’Ilt , I)rlL the 011(’ ;lt,l Plll[Jt lU:ltltl in l!tl;> had f’:liltYJ Alld tIl0 g~:neral silxaliori 
Jl;lt{ J’ol~J)itl(lt~n another l~ren~>h ;II t(alllpt. Various cc)rlsidcralic)ns dictated the 
c,(+(*llpfitii)n of t,his part of the lint t ly the Arnerirx~ army wheu it should arrive 
ill I’oJ’c*e. (:c,n~rcIll”L’tlg’ t,Il c rc~llici,ion of the Saint-Xlihicl salient, was! as has hwn 

itltli,*;rttvI, st uclicd lq- the American ro~~l~~~ancf as the first lnrgc s;c:\lc operation hy 
;ILI -1mclric;w ;1rrn?-+ 7’11c original plan for tho ;~ttaclr ~on~c?inpl;~i,et-l eslul~lishing 
:I ljllp \j+jlic]l u~oulil 111W:3l Pll hot11 Met2 and 13ricy. The gcncr:lI line to 1)~ attained 
\\ as : 13(Jnxicr(~-;-~cJLl~-li’~oi(llll(Jrll, jUSl, llt~l’~,h-e~lSl Of PonL-~~-~TO~l~~;c,rl, Murs-ln-TONI.- 
~{czonv:llI~. I\ Ilic.lk i5 ,j!fst, iiort,l~-wsl, 01’ \~‘crclun, How-c\ic:r, I he allied SIL(:CCSS in 
!\l1gust, t:;lused t 11~ _llhcd IIigh (;omlll;lt1cl to decide on ;I c~onihirkcd offensive late 
iti ;i~ptptnI)r~r ill u Ilich the American arm)- should nttac.k I\-&, of the Jleuse. S !. ee- 
L tat~l (.~nI’t~rr:ncc:, (-August 30Ll1, Scptc!lllwr 2nd) were htld lwtwccn the Commandcr- 
~n-t :Ilictf. Jf;lr~l~nl Foch and General Pel ain which resullcd in limiting the Saint- 
i\I illicl ot~rr~n~ion \\iLh L,hc lint Rce;r-ric~~iIfc-en-l-Ia~e-Tl~ia~~~~~ur~-~~i~~~~ullcs as Lhe 
C) t ).j (1~ t iv<k. 

1 .(r(:~-r~i)Z 012 ‘rMRRlC.4S FOlXCl:S T;RO\J \\u(;. 9t,t1 \ST) ~~SSI‘W’TION OF (:oJI3lIsu 

‘l’he c-lclinilc: decision taken on Allgust !Kh t,o unite at least a part of our 
~‘oIx.‘P~ found our division:: dispersed from Switzcrlancl 1 o thp English (Channel. 
It (‘a11 unt bc too often repcatcd that, unfortunaLe as lhi< dispersion was, it had 
1 wen rcntlr~l necessary J)y the duly which had fallen upon IAle Au1ericn.n Command 
01’ saving 211 +Uli?d defeat. The cstclnl of lhis clispcrsion of our divisions on 
iIilg\lS;1, . iJtlk id shown on tllc accompany-ing map, a sLud~- of w-hic*h indicates the 
>t aff I”‘“1 1lcnr. s invoIved in the concenlration of our forces. 1-311t in addilion to 
tliviGons 1;1rgc numbers of troops such iIs army :~rtillq-. aviation, tank cnrps and 
sc~rviccs ot’ ;I11 kinds had t, 0 1x1 found and concent,ratctl for ihe operation. The 
I t1t,a1 ot’ t 1’00~‘s 0 f all classes to cngagr? in the operation amountccl to ;~pproxirn~tely 
uJo.cM~. ‘1’11~ necessity for concentrating these troops in so ~ccr& n m;+nncr as 
10 s(~aur(’ at, It:& a tactical surprk: atltlcd to the dif1ic~~ltics and reyuircd long 
fkig9it, illarches. Still another difliculty lay in the fact tlixt, clue to necessities 
;i&ing [ram the ~ucccw~ obtained by the enemy in Illawh and April, America 
I~td s;c:nF, ox-rr infantry in advance of auxiliary arms, le:lving 11s wefully short in 
;\I+ i]](:t*!-, (kc. (Tltis t\ction had been largely due to reprcscnt;\t,ions made hy ottr 
Allir>sj (:on~eyucntl~ arrnngcmcnts with the French Connnantl wcrc ncccssary 
to SN!~~~I~ I. hr army and wrps arlillcry, aviation and other services required hy 
Y(.) irt~I)ort,~u~L an opcratiorr. The Yb’rcnch Nigh Command resporrdcd generously 
IO 0111’ 1wp3ts and w.x I\-(11-e able to enter Ihe fight with n dorninaling force 
f,f ar$illcr~+ 2nd aviation. 

Th I: ;,‘ntl French Colonial Corps (39th YXt I2 and 2nd Dismoun ktl Cavalry 
I )ix,,-isiol*sj \vas in secL,or 011 cithcr 8icIc’ c-tl’ the LOxvIl Of Saint-Mihiel, Altl~OLt~ll tllc: 
t~;~rf. f 0 ibe pla;\-ed in the g;encral plan by 1111, ‘-4 corps was iti a certain sense secondary 
\-tit ii,\\ ;\j C’;scnti:j 1 and its c~omnland \WS ncwrdingly to IN. 1 (Gvwi to I,he Commandcr- i? 
;I,-( :IliPf. J\ 110, nith th(l 14rst American R1‘lll)T Staff, u as to assume immediate 
cYrllllll;~llcI o!’ fhc attack. ‘rho organiznt,ion of f.hc First -Arnly Staff had I)c;gun 
ill Jrdy, tIl\d ;lt, ~,a Fcrte-sous-Joll~\r~c~ t hc $l,i\l’f hnd IW~UX~ to f’nnc~ion R~~IU~IS- 
1 lb:,{ i\7~~l~ irl ;Illtic:ip;itiutl of tllc ~jrg~~~kxttiorl Of. aI1 Anleri(wl f\rmJ+. ‘Th? Alllf?- 

Ij,*:l It \;.,jly (:otys Ilcad(lu;ki*lcrs t,o p;vt irip;ttt: 111 Lhc at t at.lr \\‘c\l~! I ile 1 st> whrc h 



on August 9th rommanded a stx$,or on Ihe Vcslc, the .-1l.h which was al i\;clufcl~tIc’;~~I, , 
and the 5th which was at f1cxnircn~ont csc3wisirqq acfn1inistrativc cant rol ovc’r 011 t’ 
Lroops in the 7th French ilrmy. On _~ugust. 30111 Gcncral Pershing \I it h tllc 1 sl, 
Arm-y IIeadquarlers at L,ign!‘-cl?-I3arrois took OVC~ command of t,htJ ~t~lr,r cxl,c~n- 
ding from Port-sur-Sillc cast 0P Polzt,-~l-~fInL~S;sOrl t 0 a point southcast of Vvrdirir . 

1 
GE:?;ERAL PLAN OF AI~TIC:K 

The gcnm1l plan 01 attack to carry out, the operation, as lintitccl 1)) 1 III> 
c*onferenws August Ntl~ Lo Scptel~~l~?r ‘2.11(1, \V;IS as l’ollo~s : 

(a) An ai,lack from the south thrr)uglt 1 hc nwoclctl colIntr~- >:1)11 I hwsl, 1) I 
Vigneulles. 

(/I) A follou;-up attack on the lefl llanlt of tllc s;outh~n atlxk. 
ic j AII atl,a&-from t,hc W& over the cast,ern 1lSight.s of t,he Jleu~ I,c!ln~c~hn 

~cs ~pargcs and &wz~; toward Hannonv~llr: and Hattjon\-illc. 
(d) An exploitation and fcsllu\v-u~~ attack 011 lltr right flank ~f’lll~ \\.~s~I.II 

attack. 
(e) Eventual exploitation. 
The southern aLLack was l,o IX ruadc hy the l+C alltl 4th Col*ps fro111 rig111 to 

left. The follow-up attack on ils left was to he nlatlc 1 l)y the 2nd Frenr:h (:oloslinl 
Corps two hours aft,cr the southern attack had stcrrtcd. This French C:orp~ also 
was to make the attack given in (c!) ;~l>ovc, advilnr.illg t\vo hours after the all:tc~k 
given in (c) ahovc. ‘Ill! 5th Corps \\‘a~ dc+nnl r~cl for the wcstcrn att ;rr,k. 

BATTLE or+BER UP TIII: 151, N~MI‘~ 

On Lhc nighl of Scpt,eml~rr 1 l-1, -3 the 151 .Arlriy ~13s rcacly to al1 ;lcak. Its 
battle order v~‘as a~ Po~lu\vs : 

I st (:orps~-Port-sur-Sei~le t 0 Limey. 
821x1, 90th, :~,f,h, 2nd niviaions in lino (Il(2ntl Uivision merel!- I0 follc~w 
up the attack c;>st, of the ~Zosellc). 781.11 Uivision in rescrvc. 

4th Corps-Limey to Hichecourl. 
89th, 42nd and 1st Divicions in lint. 
3rd IDivision in re~;crve. 

2nd French Colonial C~)r]~s-~~i~h~~~o~lrt to Mouilly. 
39th Ijivision, ?6th Ilivisiou and 2nd I~ismounted Cavalry I )ivis;ioli 
(all Frcnc*h). 
So division in rcxrvc as this corps nladra 0111>- follow-up ataCk>. 

5th Corps-Mouilly to J\\‘at roIlvillc. 
26th Division, 15th b’r1~1~~~1~ C;oloni;ll Divisiotl and part of iI11 l)i\-i.Gioll 
in line. 
Part of 4th lJivi+ion in rt’sci’\.c. 
(The att ac c o )e made 1)~ thcl 26th ;lncl 13th 1 divisions). 1 1, I 

The Army r(aservc’8 we’re the 35111 Division al Livertlun and the 91>1 IJivi,>ion 
at Sorcy-SLll,-Mcusc. The 80th Division at Tronvillr and the 33rd J)ivi>ion \vc:sL 
of Verdun hutl noL lmm dcsigxutccl as amy wxr~~c Iruf, u c:rc available in enlcrgency 

IInsTrr,ll SITI.'ATION xIc;l-lT OF SEPTJ~~HI~~ ll-12th 

The cncmy ocr~trpiecl the general line in fronL of H~uves, Chcmi rick, I-: qyuc- 
ville-en-Hayt:, Saint-Ballssant, -4premont,, Fort, du Camp des Rorrl;lin+! Chauvon- 
court (includmg city of Saint-Mihicl), Spada, Sic:uzey, (:omljrcs, Trcsauv;\~~x ;lnci 
Vi&-en-Wcevre. The line was Strongly fortifitJt1 and the c~lerriy's fon~c~s uwe 
distributed in gxat depth as the mwt successful furnlation in which to ~ncct a 
great attack. 
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‘l%r crkcmy’s ~trcnglit, anlountcd to &ht divi4nns and one separate I~rigade. 
Documents capt,uretl irl June 1918, had shown that the cnc’my had a plan for 

c:vacuating the salient in case this became nec~sary. Prjsoncrs and ClcWrtcW 
as well as abnormal activity noted by. observers now gave:’ evidence that the 
enemy had now begun I0 I1Iovc his artillery and male&i1 out of the salient in 
:~nt,ici+t,ion of t111 attucak. 

(;KNKRAL t>ES(;KlPTlO~ OF ‘I-HI? aATTACK 

‘l’he c)per;ltion was initiated at 1:00 a. m. Sel)l,~~~~lwr 1% 11 1 by a heavy artillery 
fart of tlcstruction. Through reinforcements of Frenr4 ;~rl,illr:ry the 1st ilrrngf 
had at its disposal 2.971 guns for tile artillery preparalion. Much of this arLillerJ< 
~3s ol’ heavy c~alil)ro and the dcsjtruction and clisorganizalion which it caused 
~\~it,l~in t,he salient was very great. ~‘hilc, as has been Inchntioncd, the Germans 
were in process of gradually evacuating the salient thr alt ark was a tactical SW- 
prisc and this orderly (~Vil(~Uat~iOn was thrown into t hc utmost- disorder by the 
artillery long range fire 011 the cnc~y’s roads. Fircb tlircctcd against, the defense> 
proper;?lai; also very cffectivc in tearmg up trcnchcs and driving personnel to cover. 
{)n Lhc southern face of the salient artillery fire 1~3s ConLinued from 1:OO a. m. 
to 5:OO a. m. On I hc wcstctrn face the preparation R’;IJ c>vntinued until 8:00 il. 
111. Due Lo the fact that the enemy was withdrawing his a+illery as well as to 
thr: overpowering superiority of American guns the enemy arllllery reaction, espc- 
(:ially toward the center OC thr salic~nt, was light. 

At 590 a. m. Lhe six American divisions in the frr)rlL line on the southern 
f’ac:c of the salient and west of tho Moselle advanced. The advance was preccdcd 
lyv ;I rolling Ijarrage and assisted by French tank. q manncct partly 1);~ American and 
partly by French. Tanks and Engineer detachment s cquipl)ed with wire cutters 
and Bangalorc torpedoes went forward to cut t.he wire. To .4merican infantry the 
wirci tiid not prove as great, an obstacle as our previolls information had led us to 
CXp”%. In many places the wire was old and l)adl>- kcpl, up, some gaps had hccn 
cut 1)~ artillery fire, other gaps were made hy tllc tanks; above. all, the enemy, 
tlcmoEalizec1 l)y the volunle of artillery fire and tl~ sutltlermess of the attack, did 
nol, except, in certain srrtors, knnkc a stuhhorrl dcfcnS. In an irresistible clash 
the American soldirr went over, under nnd thro~~gh thck \\.irc which had held up 
t,hc~ Allied advancct for four vear$. All t,hr: initial nhjt~(4ivc~~ wcrc taken on sche- 
rlulccl time. The alSLack W& nolv so evidently s~rci~~;ft~l that, the schcdult of 
;~ttac~k was advanc’cd and the salic?lt, wan pint-hcct oll1, 1)): ;I junction of the 4th and 
5th Corps in the vicinity of Vignclllles and IIar tonvll I(>. rlffected early in th(i 
morning of Ycptember 13111. 

In spite of heavy rains;, which had m;adc th(l grountl soggy and difftcult. mar?y 
of the tanks accompa~~ied Lhc infantry through th(b Lrcnch systems, and dltl 
valuable work in wiping out, machine-gun ncst,s that c*orls;tiLutod Lhc rnai~l rc-liancc 
of the German in his efiorl to covtr his withdrawal. 

To insure the success gained against the cn~rn>- rcactiun, it was essr:ntial to 
push the art,illcry up, and passage of the RupL-clc-i\iIarlL and ~rnall~r streams had 
to he ass1xred. In addition, amlnunition, food ;tr~d uthcr ,~;uppllt:s had to .go 
forward, The: sllpply of the advance over a couiitr~ poor in roads and in which 
t,he existing roads wcrc cut by trench s;ysLems, toru I!> I shell iire, aid heavy from 
late rains, was met only by making of cornlnunicat,lo~l~ and circulation tactical 
c*on~ideraLions of thr! first, importance. The cnginccr organizations had a most 
rlifIicul1, problem in assuring -Ihc passage of artillery and train::. 

Conlmand of the air was assllred by 1.451 airplant+. l)(Xrhap:: the most impor- 
tant air concentration the M’es1cr.n front ever salt.. 

The advance was halted on the army oljjectivc>, - f IIC tlcfrnsc of this objective 
was orggnizcd and strong reconnaissance forcc~ l~u~hcd ab~acl. 
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IjOSTILI< ~ITl.,lTION 0s XIGTIT 01: SIXPTI3IE~SI1 1 s-16{ 1I 

The cncnIy ocwpiccl gcnc~1xlly thr position known a?.Lj the Ilindcnburg lint, 
Tro1n Ynfi”y-su”-~~~~~ll(~, 1hlmLlgh cklIlll~lcy. Imucdiat.cl~ on 011~ fronl lli?; 
;jlst and l$ijrd jm)i\fisi()Jls, formerly in reserve, had been puI in lint. ant! ofphcr 

hastily c~nllccted units 11krc.I ljccn puL in line, and olhcr hastily c*ollecLed un11s had 
lkccii rus:hfd into the clefenw. Movc~~nmts in the rear in~llc~tcd that, reswves 
n-rre ])ciIlg brought up on t,hc front l)ctn-pen the Meusc and IStairt, and Lhc Gernln n 
w;is clviclcnlly using c:vcbry mean:: in his attempt, Lo limit an CspCCl,(fd flirt Ilc%r* 
American efforl. 

~hTlX,E ORDIXR ()I’ THE 1st ihlk SIC;tIT 01 ~I:i’TEMI3EI~ 15-16 

151 Corps : 
b%nd, 9&h, Stli, 2nd I)ivkiuns iu lincl. 
78t,h Division relieving 2ntf Division, 

-11,ll corps : 
W&h and &?nd Division.- in linti. 
3rd and 1st IJivisions ill rwervc. 

2nd French Colonial (:c)rps : 
39Lh Division and 2nd Frenr~h Dismounted Cavalry Divisions in line. 
26th l?rcncll Division in rcxrvc. 

:It11 CWl’S : 
26th 1)ivision (U. S.) and 15th Colonial Division (French) in lint. 
4t,li Division in rcwrve. 

~bm~~reservcs : 
+-bath LJivision at Livcrdlrn. 
9lst Division enroule to Vcrdun wetor al, Vavincour1 I 
80th Division c:nrouLe tu Vcrdun sector al Souilly. 

&SULTS OF THE &%RA’I’IONS 

The great result of the operation was devciopment~ of the 1st Army as an 
rf’l’cctivc weapon for more vii al fighting. The moral gain \vas alw grwt. A 
large operation had hccn carriccl out with exact, precision. --II1 ol)jec:tives had 
lawn rcachcd or1 scl~ctlulcd lime, even though the xhcdulc had hccn shortened 
;IS the progress of the attack permitted. Such a complcle success wilh light 
10~~s had naturally raised the spirits of the command. Some of the old ~mit~ 
which had heen formerly engaged in biller fighling looked on lhe operalion nlrrel!- 
as a successful maneuver. Earlier Allied offensives of 1918 had been successful 
only over ground captured hy the Germans in the same year, and consequentl!; 
not complety organized into a trench systxm. This operat,ion had proved to the 
Alli~~tl Command f;lmt in the prescnl; state of the Gcnnan dcfcnsc .1mcrican troops 
cc~uld successfully attack defenses on with four years of labor had been spent. 

In a material way the gain ww also irnport,ant. The Paris-Avricourt railroa cl 
\vas fret. More than 300 square miles of territorv had been restored to France. 
l’hc captures included 13.251 prisoners, 466 guns, ?52 machine guns, many trench 
mortars and small arms, 
;\lrlllluniLion, clothing 

ordnance inulerial, eri#ct:r material, yuantitif.5 of 

rdling :,tock. 
arid eq~~ipmcnt, tclcgraph nlatcrial, railroad malxrial, mcl 

‘l’lle cwllaltiw for the lsl Army vi rrc about 11 .OOO. Considering the rlurnh~r~ 
cngagcd and the rcsulls obtainctl the los~c:: were remarkably light. 

The defenses to which lhe enemy had lxen d~~iven hac~k were no1 corr~plet~c, 
and wither his defense nor his forces were wclf organizccl. A fort her advance 
c*oultl undollbtxdly have been made 011 Metz anal the Briey region. I TOWCvc!r, 



the 1st Army x~as commit,tcd to the Mcuse-Argonne operation wilhin Tao x5-c&s. 
Many of thc” Imops to be used in that operation had been engaged in the Saint- 
Mihiel drive, and it, was necessary to free them immediately. flescrvc divisions 
were started in motion toward the Meuse-Argonne front as soon as the su~cx~s 
of the Saint-Millie1 operation was assured and belorc it, was completely terminated 
Front-line divisions w;cre sul~~srcluent,ly withdrawn for 1,hc same purpose, and the 
Saint-Mihicl front W:;IS rclunctantly permitted to stabilize. 

SAINT-JIII-llE1, SRIJTKY I 
liir2eruive %lld Duy 

KATNTE~MEN~II~~UI,;' 

~I,eave at 8 : 00 hourq 
CLERMOW-EN-ARGONNE 

AUTREGOURT 
~EAlJ7.l2E-SLTR-h11~1~ 

C:IIA~M~NT-S~~.-A~~E~IR~ 

l’IERREFJ’ITl3 
Y 

Iu~‘~‘-I~I~v~~NT-SAI~.~-~IIT:I 

The village of Chauvoncourt, was held by the. Germans ?S a bridge-h@ 
covering bridge at Saint-Mihicl over the IVlcuse unt11 the Amerlcnn OffenslVe 111 
Lh e salient. 

$!uWWl?rhHIEI, 

Saint-Mihicl was ihe onlv poinl on the Neusc south of J;crdun reached b.y 
the Germans in their first d;ive of 1914. This was the extreme point, of the11 
salient and in addition to the town they obtained a bridgehead BWOSS the M~wc! 
including the village of Chauvoncourt. The fort to the south of the town. ForI, 
du Camp des Remains, was I,he only fort in the permanent line uf the MeUSc 
defenses, which was captured by the Germans and held for four years, thus assurme; 
their hold on Saint-Rlihiel. Owing to the fact that the Germans held fro111 two 
to three fllousand French civilians in the town throughout the war, tile E'RI~c~ 
never bombarded it seriously, though most of the houses nlong.t,he River WMY: 
demolished. During t,he))off enaivc of September 12, 1918, Saint-Mihicl itself was 
not attacked, but was pinched out by the action of the two American attacks 
further to the east and nort,h. It was occupied on tlrti 13th nf September by the 
39t,ll French Division, and on that day it was entered by General Perskiing and 
President Poincare. 

VERBANITIPLATZ 

lrerbandplatz was a German Post of Command for tile sector in front. It .is 
7 a good example of some of the wonderful concrete work done by the Germans 111 

this sector. By walking from here south. 500 meters, one gets a good idep of the 
Lrench warfare in this vicinity. There arc numerous concrete machme pm 
positions, trenches and dugouts. A stop of 20 minutes should be made here. 

APREMONT 

Al Apremont the German lines descended from the heights of the RIcuse into 
the plains of the Woevre. As this point was the pivot of the German foot,holrl 
on the heights. It was attacked repeatedly in 1914 and 1915 by the French in an 
cfforl to force the evacuation of the salient. The French defenses in the neigh- 
borhood of Apremont hava many concrete reinforcements and pill boxes with 
heavy bands of wire and form one of the best examples of a system of trench 
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positioris. Looking soulll from Aprcmont the French Fort of Liouvillc, one of 
the Touf Fo&,,,can be s;ecn about, one and one-half kilomctrcs in Lhe distance. 
This fort was held ‘by the French throughoul the war. On leaving Ap~e~~~onl 
party passes through Ii0 ‘Clan’s Land into that old French lines. The isolated j 
ridge one liilomet,rc Lo the lcfi i4 Loupmont. 

French and Americaan front line town. The tanks Lhal accompanied t11cb 
Is1 Division in i,bcic atlack on Scptcmhcr 12, 2918, were asspmbled in the WOOLS 
southe& of Bouconvi]le and had to use the Bouconville-Sivray-l~icll~~o~~rt road 
Lo get into position for the attack, crossing the creek Ruyjt-de-Mad at Richecour~ . 
The left limif, of the 1st I>ivision sector wax a north anal south lint halw:t~r bclwecn 
Rouconville and Xivray. 

XIVRAY 

French and American front line town. Scene of several succrssflll raid< 
Iaunched from here by t,he 1st. Division in March, 1018. 

German fronl Iino I ok1.n. Ko Man‘s Land is crossed between Xivray an{1 
HiChecourt. From tlcre one can see Loupmont I-ijclge to Lhc southwesl and 
Rlontsec to the we:~t, km{ 11 of whic~h were in the German lines. These were used 
as observation posts, Montscc especially. The Germans practically honeycombed 
Montsec with dugouts and galleries clue to ii,s mlportance as an observation post8 
over the Worvrc. During Lhc attack of September 12th the left of the Is1 IJivision 
passed 1.000 yards cast of Montsec with no troops on it,s flank. hJontsec was 
neutralized by heavy conccnl ration of high cxplosived and smoke which scroenetl 
t he advancing Infantry from observation. 

SEICIIEPRRY 

This sector is a p;-\rl, of n-hat was known as the ‘1’0~1 seclor and as it had 
been quiet since 1915 it tl+as used as a training secLor for new divisions. Our 
first division had its initial appearance in the line here from October 21 to 
November 20, 1917. When the 26th 13ivisioI-r occupied this seclor the Germans 
put on a large scale daylight, raid on April 20, 1918, using about a thousand special 
assault troops for the purpose. Placing a heavy box barrage around Xivray, 
Seicheprey and the Bois de IXemieres, the enemy attacked at dawn aided by a 
heavy fog. The front; line positions were overrun and Seicheppey taken. ‘1%~ 
Germans stopped at the Sibillc trench and the corner of the woods just to Lhe 
west of Seicheprey. The box barrage had cut of3 the troops within it from outside 
help and also hindcrcd their retirement. Battalion Hcadquart ers for t,he battalion 
occupying this scctok was in Seicheprcy. The Germans cleaned up most of the 
town, destroyed the dugouts, kitchen and first-aid sLation, captured the Battalio!! 
Fleadquarters and all its papers and on an appointed signal withdrew to the 
cemetery which they held as an advance post in front of the Sibilte trench, and 
which they now organized for defense. The Germans came over in three parties: 
from the north northeast and northwest: at1 arriving at the town about the same 
Lime and all having over cornc the resistance of the Americans in the trcnchcs. 
The Germans held the Sibille trench all day while the Americans w’crc making 
preparations for a counter attack, The day passed quietly except, for the artiflcry 
fire, but just a little before the counter-atttick was ordered, American patrols 
discovered that the Germans had abandoned the Sibille trench and returnecl to 
their own lines. Our casuall,ics were 657, including 187 prisoners. The German 
losses were probably heavy as they left a number of dead on t,he field, though 
they were able to evacuate most, of their wounded. Shortly after this affair the 



Boche published a picture in the GmeEle de, s’ Ar&1ms slwwing the prisoners they 
had c:qhwL This ppw was a propaga~~la sheet widely disLributed on the 
frorlt by balloons and aircraft. It was gotten out, prcsurnably for the benefit of 
prisouel*s of war and civilians in occupied areas. 

‘I’llc: right flank of t 1~ 1~1 l)ivision rested art &:ichcprcy Sor the altack of 
Srpt c,mbcr 12, 1918. 

.\ slop of 20 minutes shoultl 1~ trlatle on 
al111 Bcauntont where this t crrai~~ c:\n ca<iIg 

t \I(? hill hnlf-way between Seicheprcy 
hi> see %h 

.*\I1 aitq the road to LlA(l Horlll may be . wcn t Ilfa .Frc~nch and Arnci*icon front 
lint> sVsLem. At Flirey the sn~all riclgc, lo the nortii w:lj No Man’s IAnd. IL 
is jr1 i,llc 89Lh Ijivision’s scclor iimit running north :1llrl 5outll, iIb0uL two liilo- 
rtkcbl I.+ cast of Flirey. 

r,t 111:i 

‘l’ht: *?~tl l_)ivision w;ls on 11~ right of t IIC 8YI 11 Oivision. I,irncy w;~s ill the 
:htl 1 Jivi+ion’s S&,Ol~ of Sc~hmher I;‘,. 11118. ‘I’hi~ Tjivision jumped ofl from 
11y~t~t~lm X(I metres nor1 It of lhc to\\-11 on %ljten~bcl* 1:?111. 

. 

llere a >ll~rp turrl is lllilcl~ to Ihc rlort h\Vu5;;t in tllc tlirectinll Of ‘I’hiar~court. 
AI 1 ltis corner was a BBattalion Ilcadquarter . a+ during ollr occiil3ation of the line 
prior to Scp1,embcr 12. The large woods to tllr rrorthcasl; is the Foret du Bois le 
l’rcl re, wlli(*h mm in the xc:Lor of the 90111 Division in 1 Ilc attack 01 Septernbcr 12, 
191s. 

1 ‘\l~C;~~l:\-rr,r.r.-r~~-I~~~~~ , 

I:~cn(:ll and American frotll, line town. I”\cgnievillc: ww the right limil, of 
1 IIP Zlld Division and 11~~ IcCt lilnit of the 5th Division C)H Sept. 12. 1918. The 
l.oii(l frown there to abolrt, t\\‘o kilomctres sulkt Iteast of Thiaucourt, QW the sector 
lill(b bet,n-cm the 2nd and 51 II Divisions. Hoad passes llmllgll No Man’s I,nncl. 

‘~lIfAI;I OLRT 

‘I‘his Lonn ~~i\s an iullWrt:lnt Gcr~~arl railhcacl for f hc supplying of Ihe troops 
UII Ill;; sonth fiiCC! of tllc Saint-Jlihiel Yaliclrll alld aftcYW:iiYls the railhcad Of t,hC 
(Piit Division of the 2nd i\rnlv. . - It w-as one of the vi&l spots in the salient. 
Tl-ii> I,ow~ \V;IS r:~pturcd 1,. 1 he” 3rd 13rigatle of the ‘2nd Jjivision in the morning 
of SqMnbcr 1-Z. The trool)s Lhen I)ushetl foru*nrd and consolidalxd their lines 
on t Ilc high ground north of tllc t,own. Here the 2n(l and 51 h Divisions met and 
re~3ulscd Ccrmail counter-al Lacli5. On the Icft, of t llc road leaving Thiaucourt 
-11~crc is ;I large American cemctcry of tllosc killed in the Saint-Nhiel fight. 

SAIST-HhXOI’r (‘hll to hfl,). 

\.iq1f~~~lle4 was ill {11(: cmter of the Salient and i\xd I llc most inlportaul 
G.~rtna~ ~*&heatl in the area. IL was a road ccntcr artd st,orcd here were large 
qil;\tltities of supplies of all kinds. It n'i\S in t ilie tOlVl1 tl131s i.llC p;ltrOlS Of lhe 

2Gtl1 Division met, those of 111~ lA Divijion at. aboul 2 : CM A. M., September 13, 
t,lllls caolnplctin, 0* the cut,ting-off of I lie Salient. The *16111 Division had come down 

I hrt (>r:tll(le Tranches de i;alonnc t,hrough flalt oncl\at cl \Ailc 1 lzc 1st Division 
i~;\tl ;ttlvilnccd 110~tl-l L~KOLI~~I the Bois de ~;ow~~u~. 
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Slop sh~ultI hc made ltrrc for 45 minl~tc5 ;>nrl llmc>h llad at, Ihis plncc. 17rorrl 
the point of this hill a ~vonclrcful view can ht: lied of I llc! cntirc southern l):trl of 
the Sainl-Xhicl Salient. From hew OIJW;II~ see I,:lkc lc C’Jt:~l~ssee t,hrorqh n-hirll 
the lines passed after the atlack, LIK! vast, pIair of the Wocvrc nnd as far I1nrllI 
as E’resllcs-cll-~i’oe!vre. ‘l’llis point, is Lhc nlost, suitable in Llre salient, frotli 1vllicll 
one can make a study of I II? operations from mal)s and informatiou f~lrui-;herl. 
‘~rcuty bet wee~i French and Germans in J814 st,al,ed that this place Could not, hr 
fort;ificd for a period of 100 years. 

The town of Fresn~s Ilad been held as a strong ljoinl. by the ClrcrI11:111~ sincci 191:): 
when most, of t,hc d’eslruction seen hert: was done. In t11c aikaC+li of 5cpl WllLPl’ 12. 
the 4th Division took t,hc town by assault, and l,hc: line was st,ahilizPrl one kilomct1x* 
Lo the east of it, where it st,aycd Lill Kovclnhc,r 10, w11en the 3rd I)i\rision lnarlv 
an attack and pu~l~c~l Ll~e line forward as far as hIarchevillc, about :‘, kilolnc~f rc’s 
beyond. Concrete constr~c.tion here I< ‘2 1Wll worlh noting. 

BiUQ13 
WAI\CQ 

ETAIS 

This town \v;tq Ii&l bv French until tlic: beginning of the atlJCli vf \‘C:l+(I~lr~, 
in 1916 when the French c’vacuatcd iL for stronger l)osltions near the 1~11~ east, ()t 
the Meuse. Our lines were just in front of Lhis town when the Armistice \v:ly 
signed. Thcrc arc quite a number of good examples of fortified ~OUSG alld 
German concrete \vol*l< in this town well worth seeing, especially the 11ouse Or1 1 lrr% 
left of 1 he road about the ccnt,er of the tow-n which, it is claimed, wah visitA 1)~ 
about, the ccntcr of t Ilc town whic.h, i/, is claimed, was visited by G~n~rgl Van 
IIindcnburg. Rcfrr~~l~~cnts map bc had in I.his old lmusc. 

This town was in No Man’s Land aft,cla lhe battle of Verdun in 1916. 12r()~~1 
Ihe road here 0x1~ gets a good view of the hills surrounding the toj1.n of V~~‘flll~l. 
Fcirt, Vaux and several of the smalIcr forls c’an be seen. 

This finishes f hc trip through the Saint,-Jlihiel Salient. ’ 111 ret,urning from 
hcrc to Romagnc the story of the 
c*ovcrccl ill the nest day’s l,rip. 

ground over which the party passes jk-ill 1~~ 

BR.iS 

~rACFIERAUVITLT;: 

SAhloGNI’L-x 
CONSENVOUE 

SIVRY-SLJWMELSE 

\71rJOSNlXS-StTR >fEriSE 

DUN-SLR-MEUSI; 

J~ONAC;NE (Night will be spent al, Romagne!. 
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l’r:rdir2 iI)- all CJt’ l ftt’ htipl)liPS and evacuations of’ 1,hc C;cl,man ariBics in 
L;‘r;r~lc*r’ \vCrC fl~~~~clld(~1~I (,!I IAX 0 @-cat, rail\vav s\.sl,c~ns : 
alLtl I IIC othcsr I I-rIWugf, I,l1scWrl,tJurg 

0~1~ passjng through Liege. 

Srtlalt allcl .IlcLzicbrcs. 
ant1 M&z ‘worming the faur t~r:~ck line through 

I\eit,ficr sx3lw1 alone could supply the Gcrinan masse5 in 
Il'ralIc'r', ;Incl no ot her importanl, lines \vcrt’ :tv:liIaIrlrL I~&;III~c f.hc mountainous 
rc$orl of the :\rclr~~nc~ bad Porhitlden the ro;lstrrlc:t,ion of ;~n east-west lint through 
I lral, rcyqion. Tn i~tltIil,ion, I llis latter lint afJTurrlct1 t,hc enemy the gi*c:al,r:s;t facility 
fur rI~lic*lc tr~ilr~l)ortnt,ic,n OS his Lroc~ps 1rom 011(: sec~l c!r Lo another, as it, \v;i:: nol 

tno~‘t’ ihm ;I /JOIL~, 50 kilonlr:hrs from 1,lre front in ccrl;rill places. Early ill 1918 
t,hc: (h~wan Staff concluded t1-m~ eventually their decro;l~ing man-pow~‘r nuul~l 
C;IUSI’ ! 11rl11 lo retire to the cast, side of t,hr! Meuse. ‘i’hcy planid tzo 11>c the 
l’crrlllri region <I3 a ljivot, and 1 his railroad was nccdcd to carry out their l~rr~jcct. 
‘l’lto MCIISC-I1rgorlnc front, on Sept,e~n~~er 26 was SO kilomrtcr~ from 1.1~~ rai1roat.l 
tlwHlgll SCdarl. Off to tht: cast of the American wclor lay lhc famous Briy 
iron cl(Tposits ol’ Europe, and from which fields the &mans took I11c iron and 
hthcl ~lf~t~t:ss;t~‘~ for their ainmlmit ion. Their 10~2s would 1.)~ fatal to their :~rrnie+. 
An ;lfI\.ilrlCC in. the ,inlcrican seclor would make these fiolcls sul~je~l Lo a flank 
a t,tac.1i. >4long this front n-cbrt: t,hc Hindenbtirg. Volker, Z;‘rcya and Kric~mhildr 
stcllullgs, all \iit,hin a distance of 20 kilometers, while on Lhc olhcr fronts i,he?- 
were m uc11 JIIOI’C wideI>- sclxx~lcd. A short quotation f’rom an order of &I~. Van 
clcr 3[;1rwifz, who cnn~mandcd the Gcrmnn 5th Arnly just, w~sSt of i,lkc 84eusc; 

iss~cctl in Sc>Iir ember 191s \\ill 5110~ the importance of this htl(.tor : 
5‘ ‘I’hc ;,1h -1rmy oucc’ ;Ig:iin may have to hear the brunt of I II(: fighf,ing ctf 

the (*oming \\-eeks on which l,he security of the FatAerland may depend. Tl~cb 
lut (’ of ;I 1ar.g~ portion of the J\‘cs;tcrn Ironl,, perh:lps of our nation. cfepcnds 011 111(~ 
holding of the \‘erdun front. ” 

. 

East of the Meuse l,hc rlominaling hcigllf,s not unl~r 
l.)u[ gnvc him positions in which powerful art’.illcq 

scurrccl I ho enerr~y‘s Idt 
7 could lx inslnllcd to J,ring 

an 0Mique lirrl on tllc \\ csl cm bank. Batteries locatcd in t,hs olaI)orateluv.forti~ccl 
nr,fw1111c T~ort’.~l, ~~tl~rc~l 111~ righI, flank and could cv~n rross their firg ml h thox 
guns on Ihe cl:rsl Ixrr~k of l,lkr Mcusc. Midwtry bpt\jWn l,ho Mcuse and thr: hrgonnr~ 
the heighls o I’ .\lont f:\llcon ;&‘ordecl Lhc cnrlny perfect ol)i;rrvaLir)rk and forrnctl 
a slrnng naf:~~rnI po>it ion wllic*h he had forlificd. Hut lyhile lhesct \\-cr(l the most 
prominent fea I 1trr3 the cast, a ncl west. ridge, , 5 abutting on the Mcusc and the i2ire 
valleys, affomli II”- r) ~1s tl~c>y did, p’crfcct machine gun positions, were perhaps the 
1x1 t,li;*;\l featu r(Ls \vhic:h most favored the desperate defcnsc which the enemy 
wo11ld have 10 tnakc~. I)c~llind Montfaucon, wooded heights such as those n-cs:t 
0C rbrnagnC ;Ind nort 11 (11’ H;~~~ic:f~~rl cuslstitutcd nnlural dcfcnccs whirall \\ cru 
1r1ost favor;r I,lc to tllc? tIPfenCe 2nd most unfavorable to t11c ofll’ensc. IGii;~ll~~, not 
the least of 1 ltc> diflic~\lItic~~ I’nced by our troop< JVP~T those rc~~ulling frOJII the 
breadth of So _\lan’s l[,and and Lhc ;il~solute dcstrllc~tion 01 roatls aCroS8 thal :II’c’il. 

Even Lhougl~ Lhrh attyk T\. ould ll:lve to hc’maclc ,I,< a- r~~~inst so sl wng ;I natirr;I I 
position it was r)t:v~rl,heIcs:.s ;I SccLor in which l,he fighllrlg could bc POJYCJ. Thlr+. 
by compellin, cp [lip 6’nemy lo tlraw in re-irlPorf;emenl,,~. I hc ;lclv:1rlf:t~ ul Our Rllio.- 
fart,hcr west; collld 1-w a~sist~~4. ~41-m~~ all, if 1 ht: ,Ali~erican .217x?!- r~c?Illd bre:ik 
t,hiq line in this +hetf)r’, IMP i:~ld of Lhc war w01llti lw in Gghl,. 

(Jo_\‘c;lI:~rrR,l’I‘ TON (‘)I;’ TIX001’~ 

\Vlien on $-;er)t. -2, (}ic (ltpciiioll 10 ;\tta(;l< 011 I,llc: ~~lclrsc~-.~l’~011l!C. front Xv:!> 
TOi1CIlfI~J~ i;ll(; 1st. ‘Qnnj- \\-;~p plj~a~tlcl in tllc prck,;traticin ~)f thC ;i;t. l\lihipl driycb. 
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A portion of lh -, ~t;tff \\-a~ ~vjLJldrfi\~-n ~‘IY)I~I the St,. \Iihic! ol~walion, arid plall~ 
were at once tlq$!rl for iiiiti;jtillg t,lic II!‘\\ op~‘i?‘ii()I~. 

‘r}l(: ol~iginal c:orrcc:lltr’aI,ior~ for t,hc Mcusc-il~gor~~~~ operation inclutlcd lq5 
divisions. OF thcsc the 1st. 31~3, 4t,h, :%t,h, 8Olh, 82nd w-d 91st wwc involvctl 
in the pending Sl. Mihicl drive; the XNh, 37th and 92nd ~1 ere in scct,or.; in lhc 
Vosges ; the 28t II, ZKhd and ‘771 h were in the nclighl~urh~od of Soissons; the 79t,h 
Division was in (fn(: UP our Ixainirq areas, and the 3rd was near Bar-le-1)uc. 
Practicali\- all of i !~e :ii*tillery, :\ir service and oihrr auxiliaries which could 1)~ 
lol~ncl for”thc n(:xv oI~er;~I.ion, M-WC committet! 1,~) 1 ho St. Riihiel drive and ct>l~!tl 
only he moved after it was c~oml~lel~~l. 

At~rar~gcmenl,~ lo rnoye all klnit,s not lo lw ~mp!oyc:~l irl Lhc St. Mihicil fifhf, 
wcl’e begun al once, and on the second d3v (Sept,. 13) of that fig111 t’PsCrvc divi~ic~ll:: 
and Anne :ari,illeq- unii s hqan moving t&artls the Xcusc-Argonne front. OlhcT 
altillcry,‘ col-ps 3nd Arrnv artiltcrx and tanks followr:tl and finally som(’ of t It{1 
dlivisions which had lx~r~ irl GrsC li;lth in t,llc $1. Mihicl nt,fack u-cre \+iithdra\\ 11 ;11111 
joined in tl 1c ln~issc’s moving t.o Llic IIC‘\V st:cnc of aclion. To insure Secr’ec*?’ all 
movt~rnctnt,~ hntl In fbc made al night, and a5 onlv l,hree routes were availal)l(:, 
the roads w:rc j:arnmc~l to utn;ost ~+;ll);lcity. ‘1’114:‘ movement of masses involved 
WCIS one of the most delicate and dilficult prol~lgn~ i: of the war and its suceesifu! 
uccomplishmcnf is a !rihulc to lhc StafF n-oik of t,hc 14, Army. 

On Scptc!n~J)tll 2.2. Ihc cu1r1111Lt11,! of l,llQ I'ront fl'C)111 east of t11c hlt?llSP f,o ijlt' 

westrm edpc of the Al~~orlnc-: passer-i 10 the 1 s;t Xlnlp, ~1 il.11 hcadyuar?,ers at So;lilly : 
I hC 17th IplX21vll Curps with three iIiVisions Pascal to the ijonimand of ! he 151 
Army and th(J Arn:~- front no\~’ cstendccl tr(jnj c>nsf, of I 11~ &loselle to the \YMI ~~11 
edge of the 1\1pm1c. The Blcmsc-Argonne front, had lxcn taken over fr orn tllcl 
2nd FrellCh ~4rn.t) which had r~cnclcrcd nia~l-t ;rssis~;kllec in routing troops. fillitl~ 
dumps, etc. b’inally! after ~l~cccsslulIy :idjlut ing :I 1 hou~antl and one clifficulticls 
and aft~ ha\~ittg furcst-ca i11c other t,hol~s~ncl H nd one Ileccssii,ics which confront 
staffs. the 1~1 !IIY~IJ- stood on the night of Scpten:!,cr :&26, ready for the att;\cbk. 

IIOSTILE ,;JTTi:1TIOS 

011 f 11V lliglll of Sept. I&- ‘26 I hc cnt’n~\- flilil !rn clivisions in line and ten ill 
wccrvc on t hr front Frciilcfi-cn-~\‘oetr~c-il~~~c:nllc~ l~c~rwl,. Alter St,. Mihicl the 
Cer~~la~ 11ad naturally tbspectcd ;I f’~trf,h~r A4~~(>li~;111 !~fTOll, 1,ut succCssful 1’11s~‘:: 
cast. 01 t.hc line ol’ the M~~IFc;‘, cxtcncli~lg as far soufh ;IS J,tlncvi!le, I:ad deccivccl 
the cncmy md a3 a CollsquCIIcc, :hc xl.,utll ;~!.la& r:nnlc 35 a tnctical 5urprisc. 
The surprlx feature had also l)clcn assisted 1,~ ar~~~~pnetnts ur~rlcr \vahiclt a SCHXII 
Of FITllCll troops cove14 0111‘ fij.31; lillr until Ihc la*1 l)OssiljlC moment, hefcrrr lurln- 
r:hirtg the :Iti,:kck. 

1st ARIvIJ~ 13,4T’I’T,l‘: C)Rl~T;‘,l,, 

FIRST PHASE -~lETJSE-AHGOiKF 

on LhP Nigw ol’ Sq’t . 25-X f Ire hLt,l~~ orc!ct~ of the 14 Arnly front right, to 
Icft 011 Lhc SCC~ 01’ of at,f,ack, \\‘a> ;ls i’ollo\y~ : Ihc 3rd Chrps wit.11 t,he 33rcl. 80111 
:lnll 4.11 I)ivision.; in line :Ind t,he 3rd Division in rc~prvr:; t 110 5th Corps lcith the 
7%11, 37111 <IlId L)lst, I?ivisions in lint and 1 IIC 3?nd Tjivision in reserx-e; Ihe It 4, 
C:Ol’pS with f,tlP 35t.h, “,St,ll ;irid 77th ]-)jvisions in ]inc :jrl(l tllc $EnrX J?i\Giorl in 
rescrvc; in Army Rcscrvc? IS (11’~ the ] bt 
Of lhe 3ld: 51 II and 1st C,c)rpi : 

, 29111 and ts2nd T)ivision in rear’ 1~51~~3ively 

Rcsr>rve ,.I . 1) 
Illc 5th Fxncl~ C;av~~lr\~ T)ivision was also in Au:I) 

tl(: to t hc fart ihaf, 3rtillcp organizai.i~Yn:: had not, yet arrived Tol& 
tlllICl1 Of 1 hc inf:trl{,l-y Aippcwl CIVI’I’ ill tllc gwat, t rotbp n1ovcnicnt5 of )Ea>-, Junrl 
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nucl .lUly, ItlaIly ot’ t hi: tli\;iSiunS \VOI’C not, sc:rv~~l I);\- Lllciln o\j’n art,illery l,riyatlcb. 
‘i’he 33rc1, 27tb. 79111 a llcf 91 st, I’ivisions wcrc ~;u;rl~rl(:d ljy Jjrigadca not, l~cl(,biq,~ir~~ 
Lo thcsc: organizuf ions, \vhiIc the 3rd. 32nd, !Xhrl, and 2Ytl~ Divisions irl rescrvc, 
Ilad nu iirt.illcl:y lrriqadw. Tho $hort,age in nrt,iilcry material was largely made 
tip Iby the w1.danc.c give 1)~’ Ihc French Corntu;\nd ~~~;ho made ample Frcrtch 
;~rt,illcry urtit~ ;~vnilnhl(~ for 1 II{> USC: in t,his opPr:lt,ioll, 50 that, a total of 2,775 giln.; 
~Ilp~)orLcd t11c attack. 

^ in atlditioti, t11r: apl~rol)rial,c Corps ar1c.l Aml\- Lruo~):’ were available. ‘I’he~e 
included 189 small lank>, of which IA‘> wercl mar~nc’cl I,>- Americans, and the rcnlain- 
cler by &Yen&, and 8:tl airplaltm, 604 manilctl I+- .III: cric*a 11s and the remainder 
hy French. 

ArCllery InLcr&c~l iorl liw on c,olnrztunic:aticlns ill illc rra I’ was begun six huur~ 
lxfort: the i&Gal inf’antry at,ta(*k. Three hours IwI’orc Lhc al,Lac~k, fire was illc:rea~etl 
and inlemc artillery prc~\x~r:\liou all along t.hc froni cornmCnux1. -4t 5 : 30 a. m.. 
Sqt. 26, tbc art~iilcry prep:\rat,icsn c*hangerl Lo a rnllilq Imrrage, and t,he infaulrl 
advanced. The carlv ov(lr*-r!1nnirig of the encin;v’:: lir.;? p0siLions led to the 1~0~~~ 
that t,he 5th Freilch k:iv:~I~*~ I )ivis‘i’on in Army RWPI.~P Illight, 11~: plishcd thl*ougll 
the lines to csploit the ~111;~:~s~ in Ihc tlirwL.ion of Gmnd rh. IIomxwc~~, l~lvclied 
roads arid other Ci\119(:5 l,ro\-t:nf rd the cavalr.)- front qlt;Ling through lwforc t,l~r 
enemy m~rganizcd llis dcl’cnsc. The vava!r~ die! iiol rcacIt Varckw anal t II{: 
5Lh French Cavalq- TJivision tuoli 110 Purth~r part in Ilie !ight. 

The SIICCCSS of the initial $mault having lwen ;~ss=_urecl t,he critica! prr)l)Icn: 
becan~c the rnovcmrrlt ol’ arl,illcry and lnmitiow ;~YI’o+;s the trackless fro-X:ln’* 
T,and to sl!pport the wrlt,inur~tl pro~rcssion of t,llcl I tw~p~. Thr: st.rung lu~inl. of 
Montl’auc.on: which had r~r,l. f:il;cn 011 the 2Gth. alw) intcrfercd with n;rjving ~IINA 
l’orward; hut at, 1 1 a. ~11.. $~Jptrllll)(~i 27, t he 791,ll I )ivisivn capLured hlontCnrl(:orr, 
and the center 01 thr liw, 1) 1lic.h !lad I’allm l)c:llintl !rol,h ila~~l<s, went, forn,ard. 
At that. hour, t 11~ riqllt, had III:\~C a splenrlitf :l(lvarIf~r’ into the woc~ds south of 
R~ieulles-sur-Blcrlsc~ but the cst~‘mi~ lpft, ~‘a:, ~I~PPI inp s1mng rcsisl,anci: in t 11th 
.$gonne. The at L:icali c~or1Linlrr.d \\ci t bout. ini,rrrupticrll 2nd t,lic enemy, recognizing 
his danger, threw six nmv division in1.c) lille I~vPor*c Tt.111 . 29, clevctlopcd a ImY=rl’lll 
machine-gun def~nw. ~~~l)lmrfc!! 11y Iicavy al*tiflPry iiw. and mide frequc11L COllIl- 
tcr-attaclk ‘i\ itch fresh t ~~ool)s:, ]~artic~dar~l~~ 011 I I)(% ~V,II t ot’ 1 hc 28th and 35Lh 
I)ivisions. 

IJv ni$! 1:~Il 0I’ I,h(b ‘Z!Jtll Ill(b 1~1 ,?rmy lint 15 1. 
T,cmur;L-N:~~~!illni~-.\l~~~~~~:~~~r~! 

7 Y ;rl’l”,osirn;lf.tll~ I3ois tie Ii1 COtc’- 

~01iLf~~~~csf, af~ro~s Lltc -\rg01mc. Some of 1,h(l dit i- 
sions Ilad 5ufX(~rul ~;c~vcrely. C’nit,s had 1mxi~i~~ intc~ririillgled on acrount of tJlc& 
dif’ficult nature oe t.hc ~rolm~l over m.hicln Ll~(lv hzt(l at tacktd and f he fog or da rknws Y 
which had covered Lhun~. Rcllicbl’ 01 t,hesc divkiom h:\it Lhcwforc to 1)~ m’aclc~ 
before :lnot,jjc:r c(jor(ijIjn[,pci ge~icra} altack could !)tk I~lU~l~l~d. Con~rl(ll~““tl!.. 

on the night, of Scpt , 29 the: 37th and 79th I)ivi$Gons \\crP rPlicvw1 hy thch :End 
and 3rd Divkions r~:.f)w.*~ i\-(aly, 
the 35th Division. 

allr? 011 the fo!lowing niphl the I St Division rclicbvwl 

At, 5 : 30 8. Ill.. OIL (b(;f,Cjj)cl. 4 the gel\Prttl Ltt!tl('li \\li~I.~. iY>llC!!\rcrl. ThP 01‘(1(‘1 
of &t.t,]a of filyt, lint> diyisj,ll, :lu(l (:orps from righi 1 o Iei’t \Y;\s :IS ~OIIOU~S : SRI 
t:orps, with Ihc 33rd, $I,11 and 30th I)ivision~ i11 frond, linp; 5th (:orps n-it11 t.lic: 
3rd and 32nt-J T)ivisjons in fronl. line; l.;t Coq~s wit,h I he lqk, 28th and 77Lh Divi- 
SirIns in front, ]inc. Tjlc ~:I~HI)P~ of mc~rny divkinns art the front l’ror~ Fi~c~~l~c’+ 
en-\l\Toevre to the Argonne l\arl il~cycasc(‘l frnnl ‘20 Lo 23 divisions in liiie i111(1 irk 
reserve and comprised his IwSt diviei0ns. ‘rllc wSiyt:l nr(: xY;\s desperate and oni). 
snlall advar~(;es were paliz& except 011 the ripltl 01’ t.11~ 1sL (heap. 13~ cveliirc 

rrl’ O,ct, 5 the }jnc was ~pproximatel?; Bois de 1:~ (:otc~-I,c~lllont-noi~ du F~>+@sI~Ps- 
1 Ii11 ~40-I~lccville-~~l~el~ery-sout,h~~-est throlqh 1 hr .Ir~gonne. 

(jn C_)ct,. 6 111~ ]iat{}p \\?;a~ cxLcot}& to t}lc cnsl. or i ht: ~Icu-;c, in pilrslli~rlcY~ of 

iristrur,l,ions yccei\rcd L,u increase tllc extent of t.lic I);tt I Ic-flYJIlt xttl l.hllS involving 
n>ore Gcrnlnn divisions. (jn (JCL. 8 t,Jle l’;t}l l~lYllc~l1 C:(bl*}‘S lllildi' ;i general ;Jti ac’lc 
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on i.Ilr! front eacf, of the ~[c~Is;c: ~illt lho folloniilg ctivisioll.% ir\ lint> flnm ri~;:hf, I0 
left; 2&h Fr(ach Divi~iqn, 18th Frc~nctt Ih+ion, h. Vr)t h and :j:jrcl I\nlerir,;rrl Eivi- 
sions. ‘r]lis atf,:jcblr fejl on I Itc exact, pivvt, Of f,hct cncmy i ‘s safient 1’ormcd 1)s’ t hc 
lvjlo!p of tlI(; c~~~;IJ~\.‘s ;brnlit:s ill i~orthern E'MIICC and 011~ trOolJ5 (‘11CC)Llntfrd 

f~l;~]jor:lte fortiflc;~ti&ni: and cles]s~CEllc wistmce. Although ih a!,latli 1wnS’rcsscr-1 
until Oct. 10: tjlc, ac{vancc rp;j]izcd may nol, suilicicnt lo rclicvc c:i~lUplClel)T t l!P 
t,roc)ps lypst, of tll,; &reuse from cnfilndc artiIlcry fin> ~~OTTII tlt(: cb:tst b:IA. 

In [,]I(! ][lcgltlt im(? (Jr1 O(:t,. 7, f,hc 1st &rl)s hmd~cd t.hc: %hi T%vi’ion ill an 

:ll,[,a,:k nort,h\ycsl to\pal*c/h (;o~t[lay to ~uf.flank t11~ (Xcrnlan~ it’, the; nrgo~lnr, ant1 
10 [rep t]le zf$:,[l ;III~~ 1st I)ivjr;ioj~s frtjn) the enfilading Iire COflll~lg frOITl l.hC eaSt(:rI\ 
wlge OC the Eorcst. ‘I’]le sl~t;cyy of the $2nd ljivision in ihis 31 fac*k was mal9icxtl 
and did much to hri~ak clown rc&talire in tlkc \rgonnc. The ‘ZSth 11ivi:siorl W;~S 
lxlicvcd on t.hn night, of Ort,. 8-9 hy the cxtxa 1 <ion ol the fronl ol’ the 82nt.l Ilivision. 

C_)n Octolwr $1 lhe 5th Corps allacked, wilh LhC 15f. l)iviPiori rcinforccd l)y on(’ 
tbriqade of tile. 9ls;t L)ivisiolr and the Wnd l>ivisiorl. ‘i’hc stl1bJ,olx~~sl, tlPEensP 
XY;IS encountrrcd and the fighling w I ; s dcsperak hut ;ln advance 1135 nladc. On 
Oct. 20 the Argonne was clcarecl and on the night of 0~ .+ 4 I1 l,he Iinc was ap[,roxi- 
:nat,cly Bois (i’C)rll]o~lt (Il(Jrt]l of \‘erdtm) RIolleville-~~ri~l-Sivry-~llr-~‘l(~~~~~~-~~~~ 

tie la cotc-L,i~rnont,-Lois (I(:: I:o~ct-(:unel-l-to~~~~~lc-S~~l~~~~e~~n~e-i~~~~~ River-west, 
Lo Grand Prc:. 

On t,hc night. or” Ott;. 11-l 2 1,he 1st I.)ivision was relieved !)y t,he 3‘Znd Division 
and f;ht? 80th i)ivision by Ihc 5th division, both rcJicving divisions coming front 
the Saint-Xihicl front. I,oc:tl attacks continued on Oct. 12-13 prcpar~tlory to a 
gorlcral tilLa& and un Oct. l/1- this attack was delivered on ;L front from-north of 
Vcrdun to Saint4 ur-in. The order of batlle in line on the front of aLLack Iron1 
right to left was : 17t,h French Corps with the 26th French JAvision, 18th French 
l)ivision,, ‘9th ant1 %rd Rmcricans Divisions ; Srd Corps wit,h the 4th, 3rd and 
c5F h Diwslons; 5th (:orps will1 the 32nd and 42nd Divisions; and the 1st Corps 
Lvith tho 8%cl and 77th Divisions. Stubborn resistance was encountcrccl every\-- 
~vhere and on mo~l of the front only smnil advances wrrc rcalixed. Neverthelcw, 
t,hc L,a Cotc-I~;~nlc-~I;~rir f(:ll and the Kriemhilde 1,inc of dcfensc \vas broken. 

On Oct. 18 1 ttc~rc \vtlb heavy fighting cast of the Meusc and-the dogged offensive 
cont;inric~tl ~:~-cr~-~~l~~~rx? by loc.al operaf Ions. On CM,. 23, the :I171 aritI 5111 Corps 
pushed northward :IS far as Rant,heviIle. It was now ncccssary to relicvr: certaifl 
troops, wnsolidat,c l,c)siI.ions and generally to get forces and supplies in hantl 
Iwinrc a Ucmpting another general al.1 ack. The remaining days ol’ Oet,oJ)tir wer~~ 
t,hrrefore devo!,ecl to preparing for the b ‘Teat aLf,aclr I.0 be launcl1ccl on Nov. ? . 

. The mal erial results which had been ohl.ainecl Iby the 1st Army up to the 
cntl of OctoJwr may I)C SllT1-~171al~izctl as follows : the’ enemy’s most claborat,cl~ 
prel~aretl position.; had I.Kw~ broken through; the southern half of the: Argonne 
\vas in our hand; 18,600 priwners, X70 cannons: 1,000 rnar:hine guns and countless 
nkalericl of all sort+ capLured; an increasing number of German divisions rising 
from 20 in line and rcscrve on Scpl,. 26 lo 31 on Oct. 31, had bw~l drawx into thy 
fight; the great. railroad artery through Carignan and Sedan ws seriously threa- 
Lend. 

in prcparal iorl Tors Llie Mcusc-Argonne atL:~!*k tl~e 1st Army had nkerel! 
cxtcnded its front ~ wlainin,; 0 ronl~nand of. the troops on the old St. Millie1 front. 
l:lltL by earl!- Oc(ol~r the ration strengh oP lllr 1st Army, inclllding the Frenc11 
troops, had risen lo over 1,000,000 nlen, and for this and of her reasons the oyga- 
nization of another 1rrny was nccessar~.. On Oct. 10, thcrcforc, the 2nd Amencan 
iZI’xI)y W~IS CI.~CI~ (~(1 :kttd 011 Ott,, 12 >I:laj~r [;(~~l~y;~l J~o]I()~,( I,. 13ullard \\ as :issignd 

I-0 command iL; ! Itc St. Mihiel front estcnding from Port-sur-Scille to Fresnt\+ 
c’il-NTOeVlOC! n-;tS taken IfoIl I,llC 1st ,$rmy ancl :\ssignrb(l {,o the 2nd Arnly. OJl 
OCt. 12 t.hP 4:om~llantl~lr-irl-.~~~~i~f asFiqnecf hlajor C;c~kc:r:\[ Hl;lnfer J,igyytt, lo corn- 
mand 01 111~ lht .\rnr>- and, wtn hli~lling his aclv;~ncc(l llcadyuari,crs at I,igliy-Cn- 
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l),;rrroi<. ;~.5~urrlrri c~c~lnrrlnrld oi’ f IlV poll]) up :~1ylli<:~ 
h111cric:4n ,hnics. 

The pl’0SpCCt I\-liicdh l)o(*;~rne more anal mor(’ 
conclusion of Lhe war made ii, c3S;cnLial i 0 Irccp all 

;I c:ert.aint,v of forcing an o;rrl~- 

thcita l-l”\vf”’ :>rld mlLlrnxtcc~, 

I roops intiline t(, tllc; rrLr~lc&, (;f 
:j?ld 1 Ik(:ri’~CJrC’ fOI’h:ldc t,lJ(: I’PPt, to \v]lich f,]Jr: [,ricd 

division’ acre richly cnti t,lrt I. I)ivisions \vhich could no 1011g~r relrlairl 011 t&e 
]1;1l f le fl’OIlt TS’CTC t,hCYCfOI’(i OPtPlL StillI, I,0 tl](: (;allllpr SecLop of t]ie 2nd _4rIrfI- 
n-(,l~vit~l:.I;lrl~~irl~ Llle fact LliC~t it, \v:+s (*ori.5LanLlv composrc-1 o[ t,irec] &visionq t,$i 
3,nrl )1rnl>- managc~d by energcl,ic: aLtit.ude Lo liecfi Llie encmv in its front, in con;LarrL 
clrwld. ‘I’llc 2nd Army \vas albo l~rcparcd, as will l-be noi,ircd 1aLcr to lamnIl a 
po~scrflrl cllYensivc u-llCn 211 pl;\xls\verC intcrrrrpt cd on Xovcmher* 11 1,~ i.lie arniisticc. 

‘l’he k’ru11cl1 4t,ini A1’111) , 

(11 c:~,nrprafi~-c inac*Livity, 
;lS WC11 c1S 0111’ 1st Army, lltld I’Plt the need Of a peri& 

ho LhL the th0pS nlight I,e rcorganizcd and Supplirbi; 
accuinulaled for anot,hcr r:oncertcd attack. It was, of course, dcsirnhle that t Ire 
:I ti a~*li 0f the 1st Arrriy and l,h;It Of the I~rench 4th Arrn)~ sliould l)e simulLaneous. 
,ls a rcsul t of confercnccs nit,h l:rcnch G. I-1. Q. and Marshal I+‘ocl~‘s: I1eadquarter 5, 
Nov~ml ber 1 was flnall~~ s;cl~ctcd as Lhe (la)- of ,Lhc atlnclr. 

The general olJjcct,ivc of the at,Lack n-as sLill Lhc region 
it,s print:+r\- purpose wa5, of course, to cut the great railroad. 

Scclan-Nczie,rcs, :incl 

1’11~ 1 st and immcrliat,e ohjcct of the 1 st Army was lhe caplurc: of Buza~cy 

and the hrjghls of Barricourt, Lhe oufllauking of Lhe northern l)arL of the Argonn;, 
and el;Lal~llshing cor~lact wif,h the: 4th French Army near Hoult-aux-Bois. 

T11e line on the night of i)ct. 3l-Nov. 1 ran approximate1v.a~ follo\vs : Mcusc 
Kivcr-CIcry Le Grand-north of I3ant,l~cville-so~[Ll~ of .Sai~;t-C;eol.ges-nurtl~ of 
Saini-.Jll~in-lznrtll of Chcvieres. 
f’olloms : 31 

‘J’l~c order of l)att,lr from right, to left xvas as 
d Corps wit,11 Llkc 5th and 90th 1)ivisinns in line and the 3rd 1)ivision 

I’Pscrve ; L>t.h Corps with Lhe 89th and 2nd 1)ivisions in line and 111~ lst, and 42nd 
I.)iviqion in rcxrvc; lst, Corps wit,h the SOLh, 77th 2nd 78th I Jivisions in line and 
the 82ncl Division in rcscrvc. The 32nd Division ~~r’ls in ..lrmy rf’sierve. The ’ 
ntlacak was prc~c~detl 1’~ two hour>’ violent arLiller?- preparation. 13s continuous 
effort, alI avsilnI)lo artillcq~ Ilad l)c~~ri move-btl forward Lo suitable posil,ions Lo cover 
1 lit idhlhy advance; an(l ~~13 \\-(~I1 co-ordinaled in a t,rcmcndous preparation. 
The (:n~~m~ was ovcm-hclrlrcd and ljrolte hefore Lhc dclcrmined inf’antr\r. The 
:ird C.hrp5 took Andcvanne. ant1 t,hr: 5Lh Corps pushed forward most rapiCdlv and 
drove Lhr cncmy from t,hc hciphls of the J3ois de Harricourt, a forrnitlal)le oh&acle 
which had blocked the ~‘a>- tb Sedan. 

On Sov. 2 the 1st Corlls joined n~ctre actively in the movement which had 
non l:~eeome an onslaught that t,hc encnly could nol; conLain. 011 thr, 3rd, troops. 
were r~l~hed f0rxaw.f ii motor i rucks in ptlrSLnt of the dcnloralizcd cncrnv. 
Lhe night. of Nov. 3 

Rx 

taken Fossc and 
the lst, Corps had reac.hrtd St. Pierren~onl, the 5th Corps had 

the 3rd Corps bxuclaic. The encrny’s line had hcen pierced to 
a tti~tzlnce of ncarlv 20 kilorncters and selr>ctcd heavy lxl.teries \jlerc rushed forward 
to fire on the irnp;rtant raiIroc?d lines at RIuIltmedv-I,onjiuvor~ and Conflans. 
uII hate ol~ject of t,lre whole operation was now bithin r&ch. 

1’11~ 

On the 4th ofNoveml.~crt.l~c pursuiL~+as continued and oJ~el,ation~werc~ esLended 
to f;llC C’il4, hanlc of Llte 3leuSc+. 13y night, our troops ~1 ere c~L:~l~lislied on the wosl 
Jjt~llIi oppo5iLe Stcnay, am1 un Nov. 5 our line was ltevond Stonne on the west of 
the M~JJSC, while on the east hank Lhe 5th Divisiori of the the 3rd (:orps had 
crossed the river and prqgrc~~:,rd over LWO kilometers east, of Hrieullcs and Dun- 
Slll~-!lfcuse. Just, nrest, of the _\fcusc the enemy rcsistancc liar! I~ccn completel?- 
clisnrganizcd. All his rcser\~c~ had Ixcn used up and his’ first, line divisions wcru 



__.- 

in fljghl. To I,1113 (‘asi, of lllc! Mcust:. Iim cvf’r, I hr rr~cnk!; <t.jll hclcl, ant.1 1~rog&~s 
\vas slow. ()n Nov. 6 the 1st tlorps pushl <:(‘i.t’n kilonict crs beyoi~tl Raur0~1.1 . 
The great. raijwav artery q\ns within easy art,iflcry raIlgo and ii continnn1 ioil 01 
our cflor+,s ;Ind f,ilosC of our Allies farther I:Urth 111(‘Clrlt LllP Cnd Q,f all ClIC C;C’rlll;tIl 
a rmics in northern Frnncc, 

$incc O(al,(j])cr 7.on whic~lt date it IxY;lrnc~ (*f:rOain 1 Il3t t,hc Gernlan cc)uJcI noI 
,c-rp& from til(: 1~;1. Army jl;s iniLia1 success ii1 I)re;llrin.g the Meus:c:-.4rgor~~rc~ lill(h, 
[,]I(; (-&y]~l;]I~ (;~v~rnll](~r] I, 11ad sollgllt, thrc)llgll I hc J’rY%;idcllt> of ‘i,hc United Sf,nl (I.5 
10 sccurc iln :~rw~isl.ic~ci, U-1liCh necdlCSP IA) Ski?-, u oultl, in Llic Gcr211:w milltl, !)(I 
;icopt,ahlr to Gctnuany. 

$evcr::l (~~(:JI:II~~w of n~lcs l)cLt\w!n tlic Gcrnl:~~l Govtlrmuent ancl the T’rrsiclc~~t 
Look place!, rinl,jl finnlIt- on K\;c)v(wl.er 5 I Ilrl Prcsiclc~ril, informed Gtrm:iny If1;)1 
f hc qIiwLion of ;ITI arltkislicr must 1x2 I akcn tit) uitll Jlarshal Poch, the* ~1111~~1 
(;c,nrrnatlflc~-i~-~~~i(~~. On ?JCJI)V. 6, when t,lttl lsl. AIW~~- had driven the Gcr~~~art 
lllltjl \tjs wt.rcat, tJrr;tmc :I roni c, i,hfb Gt:~r~:~n ITiglt C:~n~ma~~d asked JT:IIsI~;I I IJwll 
1’0r a confcrc:nw. Two such cnirtcitlenc:r:s LIIC not tllc result of cahancct :rntl :IIYL 
Grlllicient proof t;llat, l.hc> Anic~rican wldicr hnd Iwrnc: his share in securing victory. 
‘I’lic Gf~wt;ln I.c~i)l.r~;critat,i-\-r~ rncbf. Marsl!nl f;oc*l1 01-1 the night of Nov. 7-8. ‘I‘hl* 
(krnr;tns askccl ~OI* a11 it11i11c:flinkc: CCssatiOIl ()I’ ~If~stilit,iCS. Marshal Poch IY’1’11.dC1 

;rnd gavel lhc Gctrntans ‘7.1 hc~ur:: in u hit+!1 10 ;I~vI~~)I, amist,ir:e terms u-hicall 11;1tl 
;lIYr:dy I,wn pr”prrt1. ,\I1 f IIC ~Iflies 15rerc (~i~cl(~~,rd to continue Lhcir at t;~c.lr:q. 

OII Nov. 7 thr rivcbr lirltb of tllc Mc:llw l,o a Imint not. far from Sedsru 1~1s ill 
i ht: hds (.)r t 1~ id 31d 3 11 c01-1’~. On Nov. 7, S r?nc! 9 t!~c German forctl.- on the> 
litLights sorill~c~:~st or Sitcn:t~. b’(‘w pliShPd into I,hc j~l;tin c)F lhe Woevrc. The 191 
thrps IY;IS wil h(lr;~\\ 11 ;111tl ‘it .i; st~l or ti3ken over I)? tllc 4i 11 French Arln)~. Easl 
nt’ the: JI~usc: I11c ~)~~rs~~it u ;I.< c*ontirtued. on sov. 10 Llrr 5th CorJ-6 forced a l:ros- 
-ing over I,lic 31~u+ sOllt~1 Of \TOi.izOn. and On L\:OV. 11 this (h1rpS ClYed :It,~kll:t) 

and w~f;upicd tlt;lt, Lawn in li;\is;ort \vith oul 3rd Chrpq on its right. 
lIt1r1j l,hc r~~o~~nin~; of Nov. I1 I he Cicr111;1n ~~oaii~iisioncrs acccptccl the tcix~:: 

of ! he arlriisticc~. i~I~iC’r~iC;tr1 c;. H. 0. Was ski i)l?(‘f? n(Jtifid l,y; %IarshLil I’Udl’h 

Hcadcpiartcrs f,!iat thrl ;1rlrtis;lic*c woulcl go il1to t~fic~l, nl 11 : CO :i. m. Thcl A\rnlit!b 
were’ at once nc~t iticd, ;I 1rt1 t,hcbv in 1 urn transmil,tetl the order t,hrough tt~c: Corps 
FTrndqu;\i:t,cw i,(t t Ile Lroop. Yhc advance oI 011rl,IWOpi: had been so rapid, ho\vc:b (11’ 
l,hat, communicnl ion l)c~,von~l (Jc)rps Hcatlqlrnl,l,c~~~ \~ns uncertain. and in ;rt I~t;rs! 
OIIC (‘:ISP one of 011r srna11 dctaclr~~cni-s bok prixoncrs aft ~1’ 11 : 00 3. m. 

IIE~TJl,‘rS OF’ ‘[‘Hl< Mfl:US-;E-.~I~GOSSl2 Ul’I’:RATlC)SS 

From Scpt,. 26 to Sov. II Lhc Gcrn~i~ns i~n~~~lnyc~i 46 divisions in attcnij)fitlg 
to drfend Lhe R~eltse-iZ~.gor~~lc swI,or. This VYIS 21 prx~rnt 01 t hc rnem~-‘s rnl,irt~ 
divisional strcngh on thtl \\,osf cm froni,. l-311(, s;inc:c I hew divisions ~inc:lu~ccl 
Lhc finest Prussian si~oc~k Lroo~~s f hc! ;~cf u,?l pc~~~c~n&~! of t,he rxc~lny’s fighLin:z 
strength rcprescntcd 1)~ 1 Ilrh $46 Ijivisions M-;\s I)I*(~f~i~l)lv mdrc than 25 pcrccllt. 1 I 
.shoulrl he r~cnll~d that, .In~~ric~;rn tlivisions \~~rc c*oni’ronf,ing Iho enemy :I{ ot hct, 
points of the frtmlz :tt I !li5 i ilil(> :~lso. XOI nitht anding i,l;e forces 1 bran-n in I)y 
Lhe c~mf1-y 1 hc 1 SL 111 rely it:\tl I~t~c:n co~nplotctly suc*ccssful. The enemy’s vii :I f 
wpply hric had INTII cu 1 . -TGd~ 20~000 p 1h I r’ .( ncrs, over 400 guw:, mow I ll:llt 
:300 t~wnch itiorl ;irs. 3,(VbO r,lclArll;lral;ir,c guns :\ntJ ;I largc~ quantity bf other nI:I?rri:1l, 
irlr*lucljrg ;3 loc~olilo!,i\-c5 ;\lltl IO0 (‘iIN h;td l,PPn t 3kcbn. 

The Americ*nn t*a3ual!,ics wcw ,jrrst I1 IldPl~ 1 1 !r,ooc~. This num I )er \~‘a .5 13 iw t, f 
Ilril vifw ul in khr\ I intil 01’ iwiilf s :rc.hic\ WI. i IIC (*;lhu;i li.ic9 11 r re light. 



Third Day of Officers Battlefield Trip 
E.~S’I’EHN ijEiXlO_\; OF MI3USE-ARGONit .4REA AND VEKIJUS 

IZOX4GNI< 

Tli(: 10~11 of Romagnt: is iI fitting localion for l,hc la.rqst of our national 
c:f!Jnekrit?S as around it oc~currcct dllring Lhe sewrld arid third weeks of OdO)Jel’, 
1918, some of the hott,est, fighting our troops clnc,ounic:red. The breaking of 
I hc Kricrnhilde St,cllnn g at this point was vilal to t,tic: s1icces5 of the American 
offcIlsivr. This forrnidalrl~ svstom of clei’ens~?s rtxlcndcd from Grand PW east, 
;ilUng t,ht? bilk Uf lhC C0t.P T)bc: Marie ~~C)VP Rr)lIli,grje ;~nd ;~C~OSS Hill XXI to 
t,he Mcusc where it, joined Llle main line of the IIindenburg system. Our troops 
wcrc slopped in front of the h’ric~mhilde Stellun$ hclrt: on OcLulxr 8 alter \\orking 
I heir way up from t,hc soulh f’ctr two weeks uf continuous iighting. On thcb 9lh of 
C)ct,olx,r the 32nd IXvision ~n;lcl~: an attack that \~a;; to ~cep through the Bois de 
Vnloup, southn-(1st of Rornagtkc, I,rc:ak the lint and cnvclop the town. On i hc 
left, of t,his attack the c:rtlsf, of t hcl Cotc I)amc MilIiP x1 ;I5 rc:rchrd at one point. :Ind 
held for a time, but t,he right, was llalled by the Manlc:llt: ‘l’rchnc*h. The 3rd TXvision 
attacking CIWM the sout,h could not, make mc1{*11 l~rogrcss 4thc:r. Far Lhcr P:1.s t, 
t,he 80th reached the Cuncl-Brieullt~s rpad, but c*o~rlcl go uo further. To thy righl 
of Lhe 80th t,he 4th took the Bois dc For{% on the 12Ll1 of Oct,ol~el*, Ijut the 5th which 
had relieved thr 80th A~-;~~ punished scvcrely and \~-a> wiLlldr;twn. The 3rd Ijivision 
thrn side-slippc1t-l and rclicvcd the 5th arid the lattclr ;I Lt,ac*kcd lhrough the 3rct irr 
thr: gcncral ofTcnsive of’ the’1 $t,h of Oct.obcr. 

This offensive \YV;I~ la~lnchccl after a two-hollr ;~rLillcry preparat.ion l)uL nl~l, 
I.hr toughest kiud oi’ resistance. The 32nd \\:I> linall>- al,lc to take ROJll~lgIlc: 

at, *MC) 1’. M. and the 5th on its right drove ahchad and rlcanerl oul Llle Buls~d~ 
Pulticrc norI, of Cunckl. Takin, v the road r;-tht,n-;wl from Romagnc to (:unc~l 
\\re pass al right an&s f,o the al,t,ack of t,hc 5Lh l)ivi~ion. Tl’urning south from 
(June1 the road passes into the Hois dc C:unc~I which is iillcd with German rest, 
c*amps. This woods was lirlallv clcarod of Lhc (‘ncm~ on October 12th l-by the 
:3rd and 89th Divisions. ‘J’hc &cLor of the 3rd l)ivisik was to the west of this 
road and the 80th \vas Lo the cast,. 

~~.WELIDiE FAIM 

In a clearing cast of the lYJ:ld GIJ1 lw SCerl tllr t groi~p 01 I,iiil~lings called Madolil,c 
J37;lrIrl. 12 patrol of illp ygt,jl IJiv-ibiorl ~~~~cl~t4 Lhis ~)~i~ll, 011 SPI~t~J~ll~~‘r ‘%t,h ~JUL 

was wiped out. NOL unt,il Octolwr 9 was the Farm finally captured hy thr: 
3rd Division. The? shntt,ered tree trunks and the nlany nlnrks of rnnchinc Q”T‘L 
hullcts on the building> :ind trees speak cloqu~1~1 Iy of i 11~ fi(xrc*e nature of t,he 
iigh1,in.g for the: poss;rsAon ol’ the Farm. ‘rliis \\.;Is t IIt\ furt hc<t point r(:;((*hcd liy 
the tanks that, wcrc al tachctl Lo the 3rd Corps. 

SANTILLOIS 

C:ont,inuing s(,buLh Lflr rcj:ld loads Lo N;~ntillok \\ 1lic.h JTitS capt.UrCtl I)\- LhC 
79th L)ivision on Sq>)t(lJJllxt‘ 2’7. Just west, of t,hc 1 O\IXI can he seen the Rois de 
hlge. The frcjnt line of this &visiou \vas 011 I hc> rl0Yt hc!lT1 dge of this \\.o(~(l 
ivlzen thcv WPW relieved I)\- t,hc, 3rd Ilivision ~~11 1 llc rrft.crnoon of Scptcmlj(lr 20. 
S\Yecping’ tluux t,hc slope:’ ;,f IllonLlaucon in ~~sl.t~nclctl ord(ll* ill ptairl sigh1 of t h(: 
enemy, the 4t,h and 7th Infant,yy of’ thr: 3rd Divi~iu1~ . Girflfcrrd heavily in Illakin? 
this relief as did 1,hc ‘i!)t,+ll 1 )ivk;lon who j\-it,hrlre\V t l~l~ollgll 1 ll(yJJl. 

Following the road 111, t hc nort,h+~rn slt~pc 01 ’ S[t)tlt f;lu~on the first l)uildin$ 
. rca(:h(:d is t,]lc only- unc ill I l)c viilage that, is rrcariy intact. nuik up insi(lf’ of 



* 
l)ri:: f-ioljsc is 3. very snlitl concrclc t(~\Ver forming an olmvvatic~n lmht,. A l’cris- 
c:C,JI” 30 feet long which 15 ‘+ 110~ at the Militaru\; Academy- at \I~wt, Poillt \vas used 
in tflis o]li;crvat,ion J)OS:~ nntl 1 pcrlnitted the obServC1 to talrc sheltc~r \vcll under 
gl~cJlrnd. If, is said that t,hct German C:rowrr Prince watrhcd his of’fensivc of 1916 
on Vcrdun from this point,. From thr top of Lhis tower an csctt:llt~~~t viclv may 
JJ~ had of the terrain tu the nolU1, Three kilometrc:: lo lhc ~~ortlrwcs;I, t hc oval- 
shaped Bois de Beugc can IJC seen. Bcynnd it lo the nort,ll lie Ihe Bois dc Cunel 
and the Bois de Fa):s. 011 the horizon kt: thr: Cnte L)aruc Marip t,o the northwest 
a& t~i]l 299 to the ‘north, marking the general position of tlte Kriem hi fdr: Stcllung. 
I,oo]<ing clue west, the dark lint of the Argonne ForesL :tppc:kl’s on the sky line and 
tl~c break in it to the nop~11 ol’ west is the point al; xvllic*h Lhe !\irc River culs 
lhrou~h the Forest at Grallcl Prc. The J>cst view Lo the Soul,h from Montfaucon 
is fly)lFl f,Jle soIid G(ylila~~ (), J’. in l.11~ rllins of Lhc ~11~1~;ll 011 t811t3 souZhern CL~~C of 
l;he Milf. From this puirtl c;\II I)t: L seen l,hc ~.ectorS of t,hc 3rd and 5th (:orJx at 
l,he jump-of’f on Septctn l)cr 26. Looking castward lhe Hcighfs of Lhc Mcllse on 
tile castcrn side of tha!, I<ivclr are seen oil Lhc horizon. The range of lay shell- 
scarred hills running e;~s:l ant1 n-e& are (1) the (:ole dc 1’C)ie from which Jlm’ped 
off tllc 33rd I)ivision on the cstrcme right of thr, Srd Corl)s. (2) The ’ famous 
3lorL II~~~I~c, notecl for the l~loody fightin, u in 1916 ; t,lle 80th Division sector 
was on this hill. Partly on Lhc Mart IEIomme and partlv on (3) Hill 304 was 
l,hr, sector of the 4th Division which held the left of the $rd COIJIS. The white 
i~atl. that can he senn winding up Lhe slope of Hill 304 directly to the south, 
marked approximately the C:orp~ sectors. West of this road came the 79th Division 
of t>hc 5t,h Corps. In the J)roarl cxpansc,oi’ woocls tu the wesL of this again were 
the seclors of the 37th and Ylst Divisions. The western limit of the 5th Corps 
seclor in the Bois de Chcppy was l,hc bald hill east OY Vaucluoi~ wl!ich was in the 
s&or of the 35th Division. Beyond this was the 28th in the hire Valley and 
Lhe 77th in the Argonne. 

On the morning nf Seplcmbcr N ‘36 Montfaucon was in lhe ~ccct,or of the 79th Di- 
vision. Owing to &e dense fov which slowed the advance arrd the resistance of 
Ihe cncmv inbthc line of trcn&cs f,w~ kilometres to the south of the hill, the 
79121 IX&ion had not been able to advance beyond the w;ouds which we SW belo\\. 
US bv four o’clock in the afternoon. The Ui%sions on both flanks had pushed 
forwird on rit,her side several kilomcfxes so the 79t,h was urdcrcd to make a frontal 
altack on the hill. The assaulting wave had gotten only a few hundred yards 
from the edge ol lhc \\rootfs when they wcrc tlzrown back by a terrific blast of 
In:1chine-glln and shell fire. Not until the following day at about noon was 
Montfaucon completely in t l~rt possession of the Americans. 

Taking tlic road to the south the German line 01 resistance is crossed :rt the 
point where the gmnncl begins to slope down to the valley of the Forges Brook. 
,Uong this dip ran the old Ko Man’s Land during tllc greater part of the war. 
‘1%~ heap of ruins indicates wl~crc the ~OWII of Malancourt stood. Ileld by the 
I+ench t,ill 1916, this villugc markccl from thrill time on the German outpost line 
and their concrete pill J~oxcs can be seen commanding the roads. From Malan- 
collrt WL’ cross the Forges BrooJc and it can readily he seen what, an obstacle this 
was when swollen 1,~ the heavy Scplembcr rains. The road we lraverse across 
Lhe valley and up Hill 304 was built 1~ the 4th Engineers irnmcdiately after the 
jrlml)-off. 40,000 sand l);ags were uscdvin its construction. Passing through the 
almost unrccognizablc ruins of the village of Haucourt N’C ascend the slopes of 
Hill 301 which was the scene of so much carnage during the German offensive 
of 1916. 

Standing on the forward crc~t, of Hill 304, a hilndred tllctcrs wesl of the 
roxd, \vc can see to the nort,h how the German lines lookccl 011 Scptcmber 26. I 
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From t,his p,oinL the right of the 79th 11ivision began its attack. A lii,t,lr to the 
west of north Montfaucon can he seen on the sky lint. From hew it is c)l)vic)u~ 
what an important observation point Montfaucon was and how its height, of 
342 meters made it the dominating feature of this region. Looking cast,~vurci 
and across the valluy the round patch of woods known as the &is de Fol+jic+ 
can be seen on the slope opposite our lines. IL \vas the mission of the 33rd L)ivisivn 
to cnpt,urc these woods and swing their front around until it’faced due east,, t,lill5 
cowring the right ilank of the :Ird Corp. This operation was carried out n.ith 
great, precision, 900 prisoners lxing Lakcn at a cost of only 200 casualties. T,:ct,clr* 
this Division suffcrcd heavily in holdin, cr their iinw on the river from the 11ravy 
enemy shrl1 fire: con1in.g from the Heights of the Mcusc opI)osite them. As 0111’ 
offrnsrvc pwgmsscttl Lhs fire became so damaging that it was riccessary~to pllt on 
an auxiliary offcnsivc east of the river on October 8 to clear these Heights. 

‘I’hc other two IJivisionu of the 3rd C:orp~ also rnadc excellent progress on the: 
26th of Sqhmllxl~, driving across Lhc rolling country which \~c see to the r~orthcast. 
to a depth of 7 kilomctrcs at some points. 

7’11~ preparatory IJomlx~rrtlmcnt for the attack lqxn at 11:OO P, M. on Lhc 
night of the 25th of Septcu~l,cr with the heavy art i I IcryI firing on kn0w11 strong 
points and executing countw-Jxittery missions and lonp-distance harrassing fire, 
At 2100 A. &I. the rate of fire was increased tu -thy ~naxunum and the 75’s opcno~l 
up on the forward areas. XL 5:30 A. M. the 75’s started their rolling barrage at 
Lhe rat,e of 100 yards in three minutes. The barrage included a -great many 
smoke shells and spcrial Gas and Flame Troops added their smoke to the barrage. 
The dcnsc fog compleLely screened our advancing troops and reduced the n~ml~cr 
of casualticls, but also slo~wcl down our progress so tlkal the 79th Division 10~1, 
the barrage before it had worked its wag‘ thrc~u~h Lhe morass and heavy \vire iu 
the bed of the Forges Brook. Howcvcr, our counter-battwy work had. hew 
so effwtivc that there was littlercact,ion from the enemy artiIIeq+ and their counter- 
barrage was very light, causing very few casualtirs. 

The 79Lh Division jumped ofT in column of brigade, the rcgimenls being irl 
columns of battalions. Ot,hcr . divisi6ns used diffcrcl~t formations accordi? f o 
lhe terrain that the]; had to cross. For insf,arlw, in t,hc cast of Lhe 33rd L1ivwon, 
the formation was lme of briga.des and the rig111 brigade did not mow for\\-artI 
until the lefl brigade had crossed the IJorgc~ Brook and sn+ung around, taking . 
the Bois dc I+‘orqx in flank an< the village of Verges ii,sc:lf directly in war. 

Following the road south across Hill SO3 the village of EsnCs i5 reached in 
the valley. This town marks the -4merican gun fine for the offrnsive of Siep- 
tcmber 26. In a small area around Esnes were massrd two regiments of 73‘s. 
The destruction of this village was done mos$ly in 1916 during the Gelman offensive. , 

Continuing soulh around the base of X-fill 310 tiIontzevillc is reachetf. Behintl 
this Hill were most of the heavy howitzers and 155 G. P. F’s. -4 number of 
c;~rnoufla~cd emI~lacemcnt,s can be seen close to the road. 

IJOHT DES +RTELI.KS 

This’ Fort, was one of the inner defenses of Verdun. It was never reach& 
1)~ the Germans owing to the stubbo~m defensive 1,~; that C’rtnrh on their outer 
liile ai, the Mart Homlae and I-TiIl 304. Vrorn a point, in the woods just south 
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Gil’ this fort the Frtlnc:ll :M.J morLar5 1~0mb;~IYl~tI Fort% I)~~ll;~~l~~l0llL and V:\ux 
bllcn they were in the hands of the Germans. 

vmwnx 

The city of vcr(1u11, ;~lLlk~~~gll 13evCL’ under dirccL LcrrcsLriuI ol)servatiun of 
Lllc Gcrnlans, suffered. hcavilv l’rorn long-range shell fire. Espccinlly nol,icseablr 
is ~11~: destruction of thch ]~ui]dings along the streets llsed by the Frencll as a circuit. 
road of snpply through the cil,y. Oni of the grcalesf, proi)lCms of the tiPf’ensc 01’ 
\‘rrtlun was that of supply. Ibi the railroad cvmmlll?ic~;lt.ion south t,hrougll Sainf- 
.\lilliel and west to Saints?-Jl~~ncllould wcrc cut. all supplies for the troops in tllcb 
\ycr(jun arca had to IJ~ l~ruugl~t in by nlotor true-k frou~ Souilly and Bar*-lr-Dtlc. 
‘1’11~ road over Lvhich these c’anle \+‘a~ cal)cd Lb Sac:rec ” and it was \vidcried and 
kept in repair by a lnrgc Porcc: of Engineers and was orbc ~(~~~nized on the l-)lock s~vstan 
to keep in constant motion the 1,500 trucks per day that wcrc nc~c~essary to bring 
up sufficient food and amrnunit.ion. The four Jlrltiges across the Meusc in the 
c.ilv wt:re conLinual1~ fired a-t IN the Germans to l)rcak 111’ ihe srlpply circuit, but 
1,~‘g~)ocl luck the-\- &tr~ IUSYX id, though all of the SnlAitutc l)ridgcs tfjat NCW 
I)$11 1Adc thcmWn cw dcstru~c~d I)>- the German fire. 

On the west sidv of Vcrclun is the citadel, UP small military value as a fort? ’ 
I)ut an cxcellcnt place in wllic*ll Lu keep rcscrvtis in comfort and srcurity. 1i.s 
uncic~rground gallcries whose total length is 7 kilometres contain quarters for 
!).OOO men and can give shelter in an emergency to 25,000. 
(‘an hc. seen complet,~‘I~itchcns, amusement hall 

Deep undcrgrouncl 
S, nfficers’ quarters and an excellenl 

oflicers’ mess. Thr> gallc>rics can he visited with a guide. The tip for a part! , 
ol’ four is two (2j lr:ln~. 

FORT VACS 

Taking t,hc Etaiu road Lo the cast, the Wrights of the Meuse arc rcachecl. 
c.111 the (:,rcst, nl)c)llt 3X) met,res norLh of thr road can he seen the ruined Fort dc 
‘l’avannes. Turnin; lo the left off the main road just hefore this fort is reached 
and Lhen after passn~g Tav~mcs turning to the right the Fort dc Vaux is rcachccl, 
tl~rc-~ kilornctres beyond, on the eastern cdgc of the Heights. 

The underground gallctrics in which the l<:rench and Germans fought for .sis 
tl:lvs are a repetition of the citadel at Vcrdun on a small scale. 
vi&tetf with ;I guide. 

They may I-W 

Mounting on top of the ForL an escellent vicl4, of the enlire area can 1~2 had. 
1,ooking to the north~rst the i~al,tered ruins of Forl, 1)ouaumon-l are seen. I,ooking 
!~~rther to the \\-cat the nest high point is the Cote dc Froidctcrrc, To the south- 
u~cst is the Fort tie Souviltch. In the quadrilateral formed by these three points 
and Fort Vaux, the French say that there is a dead man for every square rnetpr 
of ground. The terrible nalure of the fightin g LhaL Look place in this area is 
attested by the nature of ihr : ground which is one sea of overlapping shell holes. 

To the east lit the pIains of the WoeGrr. Tt, would seem that the logical 
clircction of attack nould bc from the east until it is considered that thcst: plains 
are little better than ;I sw;tmp during l,llc winter and thcrc, is only one road across 
tllcm approaching becrtlun from the east, that from E$;tain. Also the plairls do 
not, afford sufflcicnt cover for the mass of artillery necessary in a major offcnsivcb. 
‘1‘hc Germans, therefore, attacked from the north down the Heights of the Meu~c. 
‘rhth FrencR line on Fcbruar) 21, 1916, ran across the heights about six kilomrtrey 
north of Fort Douauinont, :incl Lhencc south-c~astward across the plains nearl)- 
Lo l<t:iin., wller~ il. turned all(l (curved b,ack to the lleig]lt s. 

:1ffter an eight-hour l)om hardment from 2,000 guns the f;ernlnns I,~lluc,hctl 
t It~*ir attack on a nine kilomctrc front at :3:30 P. IM., Fcbrnary 21. l7ighting 
for every inch of g (~ro11nd L11e French line was gradually. forced back. or1 t hi: 
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26th Fort I)ort:r~~mont jell. As 1.11~ l~rrcric~h troops irl Llit: plains D~CIY: no\t irl cI;~rigc~~ 
ol’ l)(Aiig cut, ofl, Lhe b’renc~h Iincs \~cfre withdrawal LO t,hc Heigllts of 1 ht Meu,i;c~. 
‘I’ht: P’r~~n~h arlillcrv wcat ol Lhc Meust: was holding up the :ttlvancc, nf t,hr (;rtrm;~~~ 
right flilT]k so t hc ,;ttack took a southwesterly dirwt,ion 011 ;I Ilarrowfr front, hut 
\\ ii> II:{ It cd lq lllc dcspxtc~ r( . Gs;tiln(*c of Lhe @rcnCll. 

I I~ trrdc~‘ Lo eliminate ihr l,roul~l~:sonle artillcr?- fire Ivhicfl was c.oming frown 
I\ rht, ut’ the river the C&mans then Lurn~l their aLLcnt.ion t,o Lh(: Frc~rl~h p&ition> 
OII lhtl Ilort, Hommc and I-Till 3Oi. ‘l’hc whole monfh of 1Marc~h \Y:~s clcvol chd to 
irrrj fir, atLernl)ts to captIlrc& thc5;c hills, lbul; wit llorll si1~fss;. ‘I’hc attacek \~a+ 
I ilthrk ycc)ppnjz(yl and sent ap+insi. LIIP French lint> 011 J,otfl sitl~s of I,I~P river. 
b’in;lll~- on the %2nd of M;ry t,h~~ Gcrmans succrcdctl in (:i~~~Lul~illg a11 of’ Hill 304 
;UNI tt)t: Mart I~OUHIIC Ijut the southern spurs, wlliC~I1 fol?-'C'd t11c JSrcnch gurl ]inp 
Ir;\c+k tcj ;I poinl wticre t,hc FrcnCh fire could not 11ank Lhc Gcrm:ln aLLack east 01’ 
1 IlP ri\:cl*. Rctlonl,ling their cfforls the Germans on *Tune 2 coarried t.hc crest, 01 
Furl vaux. 7’11~ garrison of 67’3 nxen under Major H:tynnl cont~inucd the fight 
ttr1i-l t~iqr,yI’c)uncl ;I 11t1 fought, ofI lhe Gcrrnnns with ;,l:rl’nii(l(:s and hayoncts for sis 
tIa)is witllout I’oocl or \vat or. lXc?rly in tllc morning of .Iunci 7 aboul a liundrc~~ 
of t,hr tlf:~rr~cl~~~~~ fought their wa\. orlt and csc*all(*d ; ltlc survivors, albout 300 .in 
rktff~lIw2*, 5~trrcnclercd. 

Of1 Juno ;; Lhe Ckn~~ans c*nrric4 Lfle atttt4.k :1s I’nr 3.‘; lic)rL Souvillo and ;I 
platoon got into the Fort itself, only to bc driven out,. This W;IS the high w;aLcr 
1ll;lr.k c)I the Gc~ma~~ attack. l.‘)riving down the vallcq~ I-ret~~cx:n Souvillt: and 
t hc (:c)@ de FroideLerrc the Gr~rmtlns goL within tllrcc: klIomt~t,rcs of Vertlun, but 
r,c)ulrt go no further. Thq~ r:ontinued their attacks pntil *July 11 when thr~ 
lir~lly -pv~ UJ) Lhc task as hogdess. The British offcnsivc on Lhc Sommc had 
sLart&l and I\;IS making too great ;I drain 012 the ticrmari rcwrvcs t 0 p(Jrrrrit 
Pr~rtltcr attemj~ts on Irtlrdun. 

.Ic:Livc fig1ltin.g then CCAS(YJ, Lhorrgh the sioctor uxs ~ICVCI quiet,, lentil Octc,- 
]JI?r 2-4 wlle~l tllc Frencll p”t on ;I ~arcfuIly prcparetl c,olrni,c,r-c,fl’t:nsive with thrccb 
tiivisioIls ant! retook Fox% I)ouaurnont in three hours, thus repining at one strc,k(b 
grc)~~nd that it ha(L taken t hc: Geralans si.x monLfl5 to win. Fort Vaus provc~t 
I1ar-dcr to take am-J was not rY~!llr!Trl 1mLil Novem~wr 1 artcr il hacl Xxen SUrrOundPd 
lrv Irlillur~ attaCks. En~urag~cd 1)~ this success the> Prench put, on anot,her offen- 
hfv~ on l>ccc~ul~cx- 15 xvhich wel~t equally well and pushed thcl German IincAs 3bu(.l, 
Jlritf’i icatly f 0 \\‘bCrC! the). WerP I)t’forc’ fhcy shrted. 

Returning on the ro;rd front ForL iiaux taking thr> lirxt tllrn Lo thr> right \\‘c 
1~a-h under 111~ Fort de Souvillc, and passin, m the cr(M-r(JadS corlLinuc 1101 t 11 ;t(*rt’o.~~ 
tlrc valley. Extending x~,cstti;ard clown into the vallt~y is a Longuc of land wllirtt 
was ocxupicd l,y the Germans in their furthest, adv;inre toward Verdun, -41 
the 1~~32 of I Ilis tongue tv8.i; tli~ villages of Fleury of which now riot, a tract remain>. 
7’11~ fighting around this village during ,Junc and Jul>- oI 1916 was the ficrcsest 
kind of hand to hand struggle. Af’t,er passing Flcury the first turn to Lhc left i$ 
taken which leads to the west around the shoulder of the Cotc dc F’roidcterre and 
(~ome5 out on Lllc main rivcbr road. Turning to the right here \vc follow thr rivtbr 
t 0 the north. 1 

The road psse.-; through the ruincbd towns of.ljras and Vacherauvillc un(l(*r 
ihrb sllado\+. of the (;ole de Poivrc: on which n-ere the Frcn~h front lines during 
LllC most, of 1916. The road clinll~s over the Cr~tt~ dc ‘I’alou and COUI~S &)M IL 
irlt,r) UIC vallr\. again at Samognc~~x which marks l,hc jurn~~of’f line 01 the 29th Ijivi- 
S~CJII in the oi’jlcnsive of Octol,cr 8, 1918. After J~ssi& t,hrough 13ralxint the to\\ II 
of’ (:c,llscnvo?-t\ is reached. ‘I’llis villugc was captur~l 1.)~ the-33rd I_)ivi>ion wIlcri 
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they crossed tlie river at this point on Octohcr S ;~i1(1 awunq around to Lll(; norLl, 
nvcr the heights. 

’ IANY-unvnxT- I)r;x 

Coulinuing norlh through Sivq-silr-Mcuse IlIe ircxt to11 n rcac~l~t~~l i3 15,; j)y- 

devant-Dun. East of the road here is Iii11 260 from which an csc~llc~nt vi& 
of the Meuse valley and the field of opcxltions in Lhis area can 1~ had. 
on the top of Hill 260 

Sk1 Il(lillr~ 
and looking north Lhc town of Dun-sur-Sleu;;e is \-is;il2lcl 0: 

Lhn hill ahovc the river. 
tllc Meuse. 

Looking west WC see thta Lawn of Clery-te-Pelit; :l(‘k’oss 
To the southwest in a hend of Lhe river lies Brieulles. On So~ci~lljc~r 1 

Lhe opposite I)nnlr of the river \?‘aS l&l 1)J‘ thr 5th 1)ivision lvith the 901 f1 on i[.s 
Ieft. Ear!~+ on 11-1~ morning of the 4th of X~~vt:~n~.xr an attempt jva~ III;[~]~ {,o 
cross the river irl the face ol’ hea]vy rcsistanracb. Two companies of the 6th lfnl’antry 
managed to get across near Bnculles and got ;\s far al, t11cb canal hank to \\]li,;ll 
they clung without support. Early the following tnorning 1 wo foot, hrif.twes wel>c 
t,hrown across the river and the 10th l3rigadt: got over, [Ilough the r&e,- \\‘a~ 
swept by intcnsc machine-gun and shefl fire. The 1 I Lh InfantrJ- pusht:tl allead 
and captured the Low-n of Liny while lhc 6th cleared the Hois-de:-Chatillon and 
took Vilosnes. This advance perrnittcd the 9th Brigade to get across the river 
at Cleq--le-P&t and with the assistlance UP ;t battalion of the 1 lt,h Infa11L1.v to 
capture lC)un-sur-Meuse. Although the;\- had outdistanced their artillerl- Prlpj-‘orL 
111~ 1 lth Infantxy took HiII 360, n+hich was slrongly held by machin&uns and 
Jnfuntry, hy direct xsault. From this point cnslward the 5th IlivisiEn rlrc,vc 
forward \veIl ;illcad of the Divisions on its flanks, making slll)stantial gains for 
next five (lays until it \vas halted hy the signing of the Armistice. 

Coutiltuing north Lhc town of l)ur~-SW-Mcu~e is reached. Its capture 011 I Ile 
,Sth of Not-cmlxr 134’ the 5th Division enabled Lhc 90th r)ivisinn to get aggress t]le 
river at, this point,, and further north. 
through the town of I~oulcon, 

Turning xcst hcrc over i,hc brid&: \YC pass 

The nest to\\ 11 reached is Aincreville which was ‘captured hy the 90th f)ivisiorl 
011 Octohcr JO in a local push which they made to sccurp jump-off positions for 
Chc offcnsivcx nf Sovt~nll~er I . 

The nest tO\b-n, Iji1llthc%ilIe, \WS &O capf,urcd 1)~ f,l~e !#jth Di\7isixoJk (‘)I] 
OcLohcr 23 at1 :icking from L11c edge of the Boi+clc-Rappes.b 

RO3I.~GNl~ 
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Fourth Day of Officers Battlefield Trip 

\\-ES’I’ERN SE(:‘lY’lON OF THE MEUSE-ARGONNE 

BANTIIEVTI,I.I: 

Takiq the road Lo Lhe Icft at, Banthevillc the parL~- IKISSS along the~np+he~n 
cdgc’ of Lhc Rois de Bantheville. Aflcr rclicving the worn-out 32nd I’Jlvls~on m 
tlic ‘middle ol this wood the 89th I>ivi5iorl, commanded 1:)~ Maj. Gen. ‘IlYllianx 
M. \1’right, finally clcauccl it out on Octol~r 22nd. LZt thy first cross-roads WC 
turn again to the left ton-ards Landrw. This cro++road~ marks the 1)oin-l n-here 
tllc 90th I>ivision swt,or joined the 89th Sd,or for the 0fYensivc of Nov~~mirer 1st. 
Thcl next point, passed i> la Dhn\- Far01 c*:~l)turccl I’)- the 89111 al Lhc jump-off in 
that at Lack and then I,antlres-et-&t. Gcorg!:r ih rcachrd. Thi:, to\w was cagLured 
l-q- Lh6 C!Iid TXvision, c*ommand(4 I))- &faj. Gcn. John :I. Le Jeunc, on the same 
morning as \\ a~ thr mxt village of St,. CJcorgc:, .JusL wuth of these towns lies 
t,lie heavy wire and trench system of the lirir~mllilclc Stellung which \vas held ljy 
ten German divisions in lint i+3~~Pen thch >I~~usc :intl the ,4rgonnc on lVovPrnl)er 1st. 
SLoppin on the first rise of ground Iq-oncl S;t. C;rwrg~ the part,-\- reaclics a I~undrd 
mctres kort,h of the road a German concrctc machine gun nest jbst l~cyond a trench 
in w-llicll arc a nu~mlwx of German gra\rc+. From hew can he swn the area c)vc’r 
\l*hicll the 2nd Division made tlleir remarkaI)le atlvancc of ci@lt, kilometres on the 
1st. ‘[‘hey had rclievcd the 42nrl i)ivisiotl xvtbic.11 Ilad lmn held up n-it.11 the rc& 
of the a&y for tcu da\-s in front of the Iirir~n~hilde S;trllung. 

For this offcnsivc enough artill( ;\ncl :~n~nn~lliLiun had IW?n accumulated 
t 0 lout. on an arlillrry prqxlration mYc’u g~r:~ic~- 1 Inn that of Septeml~rr 26111. 
The I~krrqe 0~1 1 his occa5ion ~3s 8C)O mcl rcs in tiuptll and \\-a5 ~0 dense and sear- 
cohing that the Gcnnan machine gun and artillwy fire was ;1lrnost ~r)nlplctcly 
srnothercd. PrisorPrs taken snitl that Lhcy had never scm such a 11311 of Shells. 
Passing along Ihc rwtd \vestward the lmrty come> into the sector of tlrc 80th 
1 )ivision whose right, bya. < carried fern ard on the ~l~~tul~lcr Of 1 h(l 2nd Divi5ion’s 
wlrirlwind attack 1,111 ~V~U.W left, nx\tlt: nu l)rogrc’ss o\\-ing to the 77th J)iviSion I wing 
held lip in front, of Cll~~~~ll,agl~CullC. On the 2nd of No\-mllber thwc troops made 
;\ good advance and ncarf~ cauglil up n-if 11 the 2116 1 )i\-ision. This unit kept up 
it3 rt~lriarltal~lc work when, on tlio 3rd of Noveml~er, the 9tl1 and 23-d Infantry 
rnarch~d Lhrough the German linrs during the night in column of squads to a 
tl~cth of nine kilometres and broke the back of Chc German resistance in this sector. 

r:- ST. r~L-VTRT 

Passing alon, p lhc road over which tile 82nd Division, commanded 1:~ Maj. 
Gcn. George B. Duncxn, c Tltackcd on Oct,ulw+ 20 ant1 csta hli~hed a line north of 
the road until relieved l)y the 80th Division, commanded 1~. Maj. Gen. A. Gronkhite, 
the town of St. Juvin is reached. it was captured by the 717th Division or1 Octolxr 
12 after a very l-tit,& fight. Five hundred prisoners ~vcrc taken in the attack 
including three majors and before Lhe lint halted most of Hill 182 north of the 
town was also taken. Continuing westward from St. Juvin along the Airc Rive1 
1.11~ road goes over a rise and con&g down on the other side there can be SCC~ to 
the north the wooded heights of the Bois de T,oges. To approach il Lhc attac.k@g 
troops had to cross the wide sweep of field=: in its front and here the 78th Dwlsmn 
suffered heavy casualties when it attempted unsuccessfully to take the woods 011. 



October 17th. Thcsc positions were a parl of Ihc Kriemhildc Stcllung and wcrc 
not captured till November 2nd. 

GRAND PRE 

FolIowing the road along the river the town of Grand Pre is reached. The 
77th l>ivision arrived opposite it on Octohcr 11th I,rlL no allempl Lo tilkf? iL was 
made unti1 the 15th. On that morning the 307th Infantry forced the crossing of fhc 
Aire and got into the Lawn. RfLer a house Lo 11ouse s;trugplc the to\vn T\.;ls Lnkcn 
hut the enemy still clung to the chateau and park on t hc nor1 11 ctlql of’ I he t.own. 
That night the 7Sth Division relicvccl thtc 77th but the Germans harl illfittratcd 
hack into the town so that the 78th had lo t&kc mosl ol it again. ‘l’his l~mv~cl 
very diff~icult and rcpcatcd attacks fnilcd to dislodge f,hc cncmy from the northern 
cdgc and the heighls above so it xvas noL until thccZ51 h L11e whole t c)wn ;\ntl Belier- 
jo~eusc F’arm north of it were finally capnturrcl ant1 hclct, thus giving l;hc XXII 
HIvision a jump-off po~ilion for the offensive of’ Novi~mlrcr 1sL. 

(:HRVIRRI% 

(:rossing the Air, River at Grand Prc we turn e:rstwurd along Lhc wrlt,h l)anli 
and pass through Cheviercs. This town was occupied I,y the 47t,h l)ivi$on on 
October 11 Lh when t,hey cmcrgccl from the Argonne and 1w~c11ed Lhe river. The 
next town passed is Marcq which was takcr~ 1,s; patrols of the SZncl I-Jivision 011 
October 10 when lhq swung around northeastward to cross the Aire. 

CORN A-Y 

Skirting the edge of the Forest to lhc southea<L the next Zo\zn reached is 
Cornny. From hcrc can be seen the grouncl of the operalions that re~ult~l in 
the clearing of the Argonne Forest. flcross -Ike river to the east appears the 
round Lop of Mill 240 which was carried by the 1st Division on Oclober 5111 after 
the bloodiest kind of fighting. In the ten days it was driving tlown the east 
bank of the river this division sustained over 9.000 c;ls;ualtic~. ‘I’llis push of 
the 1st Division ~nablcd the 1st Corps 1,~) make a maneuver Lhal had not heen 
forcsccn. Thr S?nd Division was brought up and put into lint facing due west 
towards Cornay on the left of the 1st Division and attack(?d the German positions 
on the edge of the Argonne directly in flank, The assault, W\V;IF+ made on the morning 
of the 7th of October in t~onjunction will1 the 28th Division in front, of ChaLel 
Chehery further south. Hill 180 just to the southcasl of Curnay w;ls cnrrierl at 
once after a sharp fight while the 28th Look Chalcl Chehery. The Germans in 
Cornay repulsed every attack and the tow11 was not taken &ll the 10th. Meau- 
while the 82nd was pushing into the edge of the forest against determined rcsistnncc 
and on the 8th cut the German supply road which forcctl the withdrawal of Lhe 
troops that were holdin g up t,he: 77111 Division to the ~oulhwest. The End then 
relieved the 2Sth and swung ils lint to Lhe north pivoting on Cornny m$h Lhe 
77t,h coming up on its left and the German resistance being broken boLll divisions 
pushecl no %I,1 I I and reached the river in front, of Grand Prc and St. ,Juvin hy the i J th. 

1PLE;vI LLE 

Crossing the Aire the town of’ Fleville is reached. Patrols from the 1st Divi- 
sion got into it on October 4th hut 1101 until the 9th was its Ijossession secure. 
Taking the road lo the south the party proceeds up the Aire valley. 'To the west, 
across the river can be seen the town of Chatel Cheherv and then ihree kilometres 
farther up the town of Apremont, captured by the 28th division on Scptcnlber 28th. 
Just southwest of Apremont appears the: ridge calied lc Chene Tonduc \vhirh 
held up the 28th fo.r a week. 
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BAULNY 

‘rhe roads passes cl&e to the little town of Baullly which was reached hy the 
35th I]i&ion on Sept,ernhcr 27th when the %%h got, f.0 ?V~anf,hlainville just across 
the river. 

(:HEI’PY 
. 

ITive kilomctres above Haulny the party takes the road to the left, and dipping 
do\vn into ;I ravine reaches the town of (%eppy. It was taken by the 3511~ Division 
on the first day of the aLtack after cletcrmined resislance by the German$. ‘l’he 

manv dugotif,s along that JlarA. -5 of the ravine are very large and elaborate, being 
the &~rvt:: Jinr: (jf IJ~c C;crman forward dcfunsivc elements. 

VALYL’OCOIS 

Leaving Cheppy to t,he south and keeping to lhc left the part,y approaches 
the hald hill of Vauquois. The cars are left at the base of the hill and the party 
climbs to the summit. From this hill can be had an excellent view of the whole 
westrrn part of the Mcusc-!Irgonne area. The front lines crossed this hill for 
four years and the deep mine (*ratcrS along il;; top sho1v the ferocity of the fjghting 
that uoc~urrcd here in 1915 when the French tried unsuccessfully to lake it. To 
the Ivest is the line of the Argonne Forest running nor1 h and south with Lllc Rire 
valley followingat, its cdgc. ‘She near&, town to the northwest is Varcnnc; on the 
river . Just east o.f it and partly hidden in the ravine is Chcppy. Ten kilcrmctres 
to the north the snail round summit of Hill 240 c-an hc recogniwd \vhic*h was 
takrn bv the 1sC Uivision after they wlicved thcb 35th. To t>hc northeast, the 
height o’f Montfaucon is visible with its ruins on the top. The woods IO the cast 
is t%e Bois de Choppy uith the Hois dc Montfaucon , qdjoining it and hc:-ond. In 
these Woody lay the sectors of the 91st and 37 Divisions. 

Vauql~ois wa.s in t,he cent,re of the s&or of the 35th IIivision. For the attack 
the formation was line of brigades, one passing on each side of the hill \i.ith one 
battalion detailed to mop up lhe garrison n-hich was normally al.~ouL ;I thousand 
men. The brigades were in colur?~n of regimenls ;tnd the regiments in column 
of battalions. The attacking troop. $ v-ere protmt.cd by t,he heavy l’op at the 
jump-off but as they passed the hill they <nfTered 1 heavily from enfilatfe firr from 
‘its sides before it, was mopped up. By noon ollr troops were ill Vnrennw and 
Cheppy hut, only after severe fighting anti he:rtr~~ l:we~. The line l~wcd lleyqnd 
and h&cd for the nighl on the sloping hillside j11sL north of Chepp>-. The dlvlslon 
had stnrtcd the at,tnck with a dcptll 01’ five kilomc~t,res hut du~~~ng*fhe aclvar~c~ 
the rear elenlcnts had prcwd forward w wlwn tlic~’ were haltctl Lhe nest night 
on f he open hill lwyond Bauln; - and Cliarpcnlry 1 hk units were jamlnetl Logelher 
and s1rf’ferr:tl llravily Prom shell fiw, 

On the left ul the 35th Uivision was t hr 2SXli with one brigade in the open 
valley west of the Aire and one hrig;atle in the Argonne Forest. This Lrigad,c and 
t,hc 77th Division on its left, naLnrall~- made sI(Jm- prvgrcss though the dcnsr tlllck& 
so Ihat, bv nightfall of the 26th it bud advanced only two kilomelrcs \~~hilc t,he 
right bri+$dc had pushed down thcl valIey ;\Y far as Montblainville, Ehe town 
beyond Varennes, and its front was facing n-estlv;\rd toward the foiwt. The next 
day Montblainville was secured and on the 28th the division had rPaCll(‘rl Aprcmont 
wiih its left facing the Chene Tondue Ridge. Mean\vhile the 35th Division had 
t,akcn Montrcheau IYoods to the enst across the river from Apremont but owing 
to its heavy losses and disorganized condition it could not hold Ihc WOOC~S and 
fell hack to Baulny and Charpentry whew it was relieved by Ihe 1st IIivision on 
September 29th. 

VAHENNES 

Descending the hill and returning toward Chc.pp,y the first, lurn tp the. left 
is taken and the next town reached is Varcnncs which sl radcllcs the Axe Rwcr. 



The part on the wes;t lx~nk \\‘a~ caplurcd ‘iy the 28th division ahout, no011 of the 
26th. Crossing the river here and prncr~d~ng oul ot’ Lhc f ou.n to the ~~1st the; first 
turn to the righl is taken on the road that leads into the forest. . 

C:,lm MAIIAUT 

it was along the road that the party falIows through the uwx!s what tltc left 
brigade of the 28th Division was halted Ihe first day of the at Lack. h 1) 0 I1 I.. a 
kilometre from the edge of the forest a fork of the road is reached near a small 
German graveyard. Leaving the cars here and walking 200 metros up the right 
hand fork severnl palhs are seen leading off to the righl. Following the third of 
these Lhe party. rcachcs a series Of elaborate and dwell-const.ruc,tctl dug-.ollts the 
finest of which 1s said to have hen occupird at times by the Cron-11 Prinre Rup- 
prwhi, of Bavaria. Along the south side of the ravine are several tiers of dug-outs 
in long rows for enlisted men. 
decorated. 

Man!- of these arc elaborately cwnstructcd and 

Mahaut. 
I\ German division could hc h(:jused in this camp cnllcd the Camp 

A mail theatrc at one of the ravine and a swimming pool at Lhe other 
added tu Lhe conlfort in which the Germans lived. . 

LA E’ILLE AIOHTE 

Going hack to the main road ancl proceeding several hundred metres further 
weslwarcl the first Lurn to t,hc left is taken toward the south. After a kilomctre 
and a half throllgh the woods a space shot clear IJS- shell fire-is reached in the 
center of which is a Ioiv ritfge called the Fille Morte. The crest is torn 11p fby mine 
craters made during the French attuc.1; of 1915 and ihe front lines whicll arc very 
close arc sep;~raI cd by masses of n-ire and iron chevaux de friscs. This \v;\s the 
front liric during mosl of the war and hcrc the Americans jump4 nf’f. JfYhcrc 
the road crosses lhc old NO-Man’s Land is the sector limit lwt,\vccn the 28111 and 
77th TXvi5ions~ thr latter facing to the west of the road. 

f:onlintlitl~ south thrwgh the forest tl~ parts pabs;c~ the American support 
and rwrvc lines and the pcrmnncnt French clef&es and reachd the Croix de 
Picrrct at which Lhcrc is n cross roads. 
La ChaIade. 

Here the road to the right is taken to 
At thih village the parl~- turns to the left on the main road w-hich 

\V~S thct axial road of the 77tl1 LJivision. Turning to the right at the next’ town 
h Ihc south, &e Claon, the party passes thro~~gh Florent to. 

. 
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CHAPTER V 

Other Operations 

NOTES ON THE 27th & 30th DIVISIONS WITII TIIE BRITISH 
JN NORTHERN FRANCE 

l~ollowing the British defeat at St. Quentin on March 21st when the German 
offrnsive in Picardy began, General Pershing, on March 2&h, pIaced at the disposal 
of Marshal Foch, who had hccn agreed upon as Commander in Chief of all the 
Allictl Armies, t,hc enLire military force of Americ?,.to dispose of as 11~; wished. 
There wcrc at this time only four American l>ivisions with experience in the 
trenches which were considered qua1 to any demands of offensive or dcfcnsive 
action-At, the request of Marshal Foch t,he 1 st Division was transferred from 
the Toul Sector to a reserve position at Chaumont-en-Vexen. The German of’fen- 
sivc began again in April and was proceeding with great rapidity, both British 
and l?rcncli -4rmies fightin g stulsl~ornly hut suffering heavy losses. Th? Hun 
had a numerical superiority on the Western front and was driving hard to gain 
a decision bcforc American troops could arrive in sufficient numl,ers to lake the 
initiative from him. At Al&eville on May 2nd, a meeting of the Allied Comnau- . 
dcrs and Premiers and General Pershing was held. It was apparent that 11merica 
only could furnish the men necessary to replace the losses sustained in the German 
attacks of March and April and Mr. Lloyd George cabled President 1Vilson for 
aid, urging him to send 250.000 men per month to Europe, President Tt’ilson 
replied that, f,roops at that rate would lx sent if the British Govmmcnt prowded 
the means of transport. An agreement was reached I,y which the British Govern- 
ment would transport ten American Divisions to the British .4rmy area whcrc 
they were to he trained and equipped with guns, horses and transport. Additional 
ships were to he provided IIV the Brit,ish Government for as many r)ivisions as 
possible for USC elsewhere. Lbur Allies in France assured us th:xt they could fit 
out lhirty American divisions with guns, horses and transport, Irmnediatc~ly 
the British Government, placed a large numl>er of transports al our disposal and 
the great troop movement began. American infantry was rapidty dispatched 
and hy the middle of June no less than ten American Divisions were ready to 
render any assistance necessary to the British Armies in the North, Of course, 
all of these divisions had not completed their course of overseas l:raining hut they 
were assigned to second positions and could have rendered great scrv$ to their 
British comrades in the event, of an emergency. Among these division,- yere 
the Seventy Seventh (National Army from New York), Thirty Fifth (National 
Guard from Kansas and Missouri), Twenty Seventh (National Guard from New - 
York) Thirtieth (National Guard from N. C., S. C. and Tennessee), Fourth (Regular 
with 47th, 39th, 58th and 59th Inf.), Thirty Third (National Gi~artl of Illinois), 
Seventy Eight (National Army from New .Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania), 
Eightiet,h (National Army from Virginia, W*est, Virginia and Pennsglvama). Of 
these divisions five were yithdrawn and sent to T,orraine and the Vosges and to 
the group of armies in the vicinity of Paris. Later three more were viithdrawn 
and went south t,o render aid to the French as the strain upon them grew greater 
and the arrival of British reinforcements lessened the necessity for keeping divisions 
with the British Armies. f 

The Second American Corps, under the command of Major General Georgf: 
W. Read, had been organized for the troops with the British Armies and only 
two divisions remained, the 27th and 30th Divisions. These divisions were, 
however, destined to serve in the British Second -4rmy in Belgium, tlie Britiph 



Third Army and Lo Lake a very active part in Lhc greal Ix~lLlc~ of lhc British 
Fourth Army in the latter part) of SepLemher and Octollr,cr and win added laurels 
for .imcrican arms. 

With the large influx of American troops into the British Army arca, it was 
necessary lo devise a plan for training quickly all these divisions. It is interesting 
to know that the plan called for an American division to he attached to a British 
Division for instruction and training by carefully selected experienced offkers 
and noncoms for one month. Upon con~pIetion satisfactorily of this training 
the Divisions cntcrcd another phase of their preparation for active combat by 
going inlo Ihe line with one battalion of each infantry regimcnl attached to a 
IUritish Bri,gade for a period of eight clays. Lluring the first 48 hours, troops were 
sent in as mdividuals, the second 48 hours as platoons, the third 48 hours as corn- 
par&s and the fourth 48 hours as battalions. After each battalion had gone 
thru t,his trnininp, the Division was considered suficirntlp Lruined Lo Lake ovel 
the line in a quiet sector. 

The 27th and 30Lh Divisions arrived in France tile lasi UT May anti fir51 of 
June and nerc stationed during their first month bct~~ccn Calais and St, Omer 
in n-hat n-as known as the Epcrlecyucs Training Area. 
equipped with British rilles, 

They had her?11 completely 
bayonet,s, machine guns and Cranhpcrrt. The Divisions 

wcrc grcaLl~- ass&cd in their training by the 38111 I~ritish Division which was 
under conm~:rnd of Major Genc?ral Biacklock. ,I small ~~~rtiher of of%cers and 
S. C. O’s \\.cre sent to the frolit every four dab rs to l,e :~LLarhctZ to Brilish units 
for observatic~n and inslruction. During the month, the Ljivi~ions were vi&Led 
by the Coml~landcr~-in-Chief, by General Plumcr, Commanding the British Second 
Army to which the Divisions were attached and Field &larsll;~l Sir Douglas Haig. 
All the Rrii i.;h ofEcers expressed great drligllt at the, physical 
men and tlrt: pl*ogreh~ they had made in their Iraining. 

appcarancc of the 
L)uring the first week in 

Jul>-. the >lar(;h into Bclglum WIS made and Lhe Phast- ,, R ” training began llpon 
arrival in Ihc l?oos;endaal Area about live miles from Puperinghe. IIere the 
bal;l;alion~ \\-carlt into line in IronL of and to the south of Yprcs. 
Pl1nsc )) B li 

Finishing the 
training about the 10th of August the Divisions were given a few 

days rest and preparations made for-them Lo take over a portion of the line. On 
11~~ 16-17 August, the Sec.ond Corps took over a sector all its own just south of the 
City of Ypr~, 15 ith the 27th Division on the righL and the 30th Division on the 
left. The lint at this point had Ibeen stationary for some months and the sector 
\VaS not v(‘r,v active, although there was much artillery aclivitjr on both sides. 
This battle scarred sector MW not a pleasant home. Terrific battles had taken 
place here several times and the line had not moved very much during four years. 
The country presented a desolate appearance, stripped of everything that was 
living and churned over time and time again by shells. The trenches were frc- 
c{ucnted I);)- numhcrs of lal;ge rats and the constant companion of Lhe soldier in the 
line, the ii cootic “. W&e crosses sprinkled the whole arta and on the warm 
clays the never ceasing shell fire stirred up a rather disagreeable odor, unearthing 
the remains of those who had fallen in Flander’s fields. But on this historic 
ground, the youth of America learned his lessons, he scouted and patrolled, he 
found out how to take care of himself in the line, how Lo gel up rations and water, 
how to lay barbed wire, dig trenches, build parapets and dugouts, he learned how 
systematxcaliy and methodically the Hun used his art,illery, and above all he 
gained confidence in himself <and his weapons and eagerlp sought an active parti- 

Little did he know what an important part he was to 

Marshal Foch began his great counter-offensive in the lWarne salient on July 
18th. A short time later the French ancl British were attacking further North. 
The great cloud of smoke moving slo~i-ly toward the Norlh and across our front 
on the aflernoon of August 30th appeared very much like a gas cloud, but inquiry 
of the corps on the right revealed the fact that the Hun was retiring and lmrning 

.Q 
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lhn villages and military stores ~hicl-1 he could not take with hirq. The British 
wcrc rcpnrted 1.0 have occupied Mont Kemmel, that famous hill which dominated 
the! whole country in that vicinity ancl out of whose sight no one was able to get. 
11 always looked down upon you and every man longed for the day when Kemmel 
would be within American lines and hc could move ahout without this menace. 
On the niglI1. uf August, SO-31: the pat,rols discovered nothing new, the Hun was 
still on our front.: hc had ncrt retired t,here at any rate. AC 8 : 45 on the morning 
of 31st of August, the diviGon commander directed thal patrols lx sent out to 
asrcrl ain if the rnrmy had ret&cd. Tllis was done and the enemy cncountercd 
no1 niu~‘c Ihan 30 yards from olir linps. Thrre was to 1)~ a real fight with him 
and additional men were sent, nut to reinforce the patrols and prevent them bring 
cut ofl’. They pushed on and occupied what ‘L\XS left of Voorm~seelc and established 
;I line just in fw~lt of that ci!y. This was the first advance made in this sector 
in many days and the first pr15oner cbaptured in ten \~tcks;. An advance. of about, 
1 .WO yards, had been made, t,hP first cily ever caplured hy ijmerican ixoops in 
Belgium had lxetr taken and the IIun had hccn J)caten in lhc first encounter with 
him. The SUCWPS of this engagement, inrreased the confidence of the men in 
thfxnwlv~~~ a11d Lltey I’cll that they were the cqnal of the IIun in every respect and 
his superior in many-. 

On the Sth, 6th, 7th xld 8th of Septeml~r, t,hc Corps has withdrawn fruu~ 
Belgium and mc>vc-d 1)~ rail to the: St. Pal area where fur a short time it formed a 
parl of British G. 21. Q. IWCI’~C. In lhe general attacks all along the front, Ihe Hull 
was gradually I)cing forced 1~~1~ and tllc *4llics n-cm approaching the 7~~11 known 
Hinclenhurg line, the lint from 11 hirh the enemy launched his attack of March 21st. 
About one wc~lc was spent here n-hen the (:orl~ was moved l)y rail to the vicinit) 
of HerisealbL, just Korthcz~~t of Amiens and near Allxl*L. It was sliorlly after 
arrival hero 1 hat, r111n0rs spr~acl of a big attack in \vhich the C:urlx was to participale 
On tile night of the 23-24 and 24-25 of Scptcml~er lhe Corps was moved Ly Iiuss 
to the ‘Tincourt au-3. It ~~a3 au all night. ride lrcginning al, $1 : .30 P. nf. and arriying 
at Ihc clcl~i~ssing point, a short n-bile after tlnyhreak. This h?ppcned to he In a 
shell toru, desolate spot and just, at the time n-hen heavy nrtlllery fir? could 1~ 
heard in the distance and I:IIIII:~~OUS ~LIIL ~lasl~es seen along the horizon. The IIm 
musl have had some. idra nl an attack in 1 llis region and :vaS laying do\2-n counter- 
preparaf ion fire f,o h;lrr;ts> our tIV011.~. Our c)\vn artil Icry 1~s replying vigorouSlJ*. 
14 march of scvcr~~l nlilcs tool; 11s to Ehlirc> \Vood ant1 Tincoul~~, just east of Perumr. 
Horc we ~mmincd for that da:-, one rcgimcnt from each clivl5-ltrn having F;onP into 
the lint the night, l)eforcl to t,&e over ;t seclor lhm the RriCsh and Australians. 
Lale in the cvelling a mr?~‘c.h of scvcral miles ux made t,hat night and sl!c,cec!ding 
days spent just east of R&Cc. On tllcx days plans were made for a I.)rg attack 
on Sept. 29th along a front of mnf: fort,\- milts I)r:t~vern St. Quentin and Cambrai 
in which the Second Corps \vas t6 pa&i&pate. The (h-p ~-as now a part of the 
Fourth British Army whi(.h n-as connnanded hy Gcncral Henry Rawlinson. The 
general plan n-as to break the Hindenburg I,inc, t,hc last. line prepared for reais- 
tance, force the Hun to fighl in the 01x11 and drive h.im so fast that, a break throwh 
of. the German Army at, this p,oint n-oulcl ho effected. 
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21, AND 36th DIVISIONS JN l-HE CHAMPAGNE AREA 

After its relief from the line in the St. Mihiel area, about September 20111, 
lhe 2d Division under Major-General J.-A, Lejeune, was sent to the area south 
of Chalons-sur-Marne, *for a short period of rest. On September 2?8th, it was 
placed at the dispo&on of General Gouraud, as was also tl1e 36th Division, 
whirh was commanded by Major-General II’.-R. Smith, and con1postJct of National 
Guard Troops of Oklahoma and Texas. 

The French 4th ,4rmy made a general advance of ahout, 1% kilometers between 
September 26th and October 1st. However, the Germans had strongly orga- 
nized Orfeuil, Medeah Farm, St. Etienne-a--bncq, and wcrc holding up tile French 
in front of thcsc positions. Gcn. Gouralld ordered the 2d Division into the line 
just nortl1 of Sommepy to help gain thcsc strong positions. The right of 1,111: 
sector of advance was the main north-south road Ij;v Xfedeah Farm, and its left 
passed through Sommepy jT*oods, and included St. Eticnne-a-A]~~~s. The relief 
was made by the 2d Division the ni,ghL of OCLOIJP~ l-2, along the Essen fxcnch. 
By the night of October 6-7, after hlttcr fighting, the 2d I>ivision had hecn able 
to advance its lines ,to the South edge (.)I St. E~iennc-a-=~rnc,~, when it was relieved 
by the 36th D ivision. which had Iheen following it as a sl~pport. \Z’hile in the line, 
the 2d Division advanced nine kilometers, captured 62 06ccrs and 2.234 men, 
and suffered casualtics to the extent of 4.9’75 officers and Incn. 

-4s the 36th Division did not have its o\~~n’ arlillery, the nrtilIery of the %d I)ivi- 
sion was attached to it for Operations. 
cstended over three nighl 

The relief of the 2d by the 32nd Division 
s, and it was thought better to have them work tempo- 

rarily with elements of the 2d Uiviaion. The Division advanced Lo the I\isnc 
River in the vicinity of Attigny 1,~ October 
Division. 

27th: 
It had advanced 21 i<ilomctcrs: 

when it was relieved l,y a Frenc~h 
had captured 813 oiliccrs and men, 

and suffered casualties to the extent of 2.651 officers and mtn. It marched Ijack 
to Triaucolut nrca for rest, where it rcmninerl until after Novemhcr 11 th. 



AMERICAN DIVISION8 IN BELGIUM 

37th and 9lst Divisions 

The 37th and 91st L‘)ivisions, after withdrawing from the lincj in the Meusc- 
Argonne area, were sent into Bel.gium, and about OcLober 18 \vere placed at the 
disposal of the King of the Belgians. He, in turn, placc$l them at the disposal 
of t,hp (hmmanding General of the French Arrnics in Be&urn. 

The 371.11 Division, starting out, with its center at O~SCIW, advanced in a 
southeasterly direction passing through C:ruyshautem, Wannegcm, Eyne and 
Hcurne! Tcachcd the Seheldt by 6 p. m., Nov. 1.. During the 2d and 3cl of iRr’ovcmber 
the divlslon secured the passages over the Scheldt in its sector. It \vas relieved 
Nov. 3-4. after having advanced 14 kilometers. It had 1.600 casualties and took 
378 prisoners. It then retired to the Thiclt area for rest for five days. 0n 
November 9 the division \vas ordered hack inlo the line along the Scheldt ljetween 
Nederwalm and Aspcr. Its direct,ion of advance was due eastward. ‘I$‘hcn 
the armistice took effect it had advanced to Dickele, a distance of 7 kilometers+ 

On OcLobcr 31, the: 9lst Division relieved a French division between Waere- 
ghcm and Steenbrugge. By Novembcl* Id ‘) it had reached the. Scheldt River, the 
center of the division being at Auclenarclc. The 91st was relieved by a French 
Division on November 3-4 and moved to the area east of Vivc St. Eloi on the 
1,~s River whcrc it rested for four days, after which it was again put into the 
lirie (X). No acf\rancc had been made n-hilt the 9lst had been out of the line, 
and it, conscquent,ly took over exactl>y where it had left off four days previously. 
The Germans began retreating very rapidly on November 9, and \vhen the armis- 
tice called all operalions to a halt the 91st Division had advanced to Boucle-St.- 
Blaisc, a distance of 10 kilometers. During this latter advance the division took 
no prisoners and suffcrecl no casualtie.:. 

f/l ). When it was relieved on Novcmher 4 this division had advanced 
12 kilometers and Ilad Lakcn 1 ofGc,cr and 40 men prisoners and suffered 96’;) casual- 
tics. 
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NORTH KUYSIA ESPEL~ITION 

‘Tile Expedition to North Russia con&ted of the 339t,h Infantry, 1st Batlalion 
310th Engineers, 337111 Field Hospital and 337&h An:l)~lan~:,: &mpany, wit]1 
Colonel George E, Stewart, 339th Infantry, as Commanding OKiticer. 

This Expedition was sent to North Russia chicly for the pwyos:e of guar&qq 
military slrpplies in Archangel and to prevent their falling into the hands of th,: 
Germans through the Bolsheviks. (Forces were sent under an agrermcnt of t,hta 
Allied Powers). 

The Expedition emharked from England on August 27 and arrived At Arrllan- 
gel on September 4, 1918. This force was supplemented in March and April, 

1919, by the addition of two (2) Railway Transportation Companies l’rom France, 
especially selected, and all volunteers, for pork on the Murmansk Railway, Bri- 
gadier General MT. P. Richardson was sent to Archangel ahout the same time to 
take command of all American Forces in Russia. HC left E:rgla~~d wit,11 hi< 
Staff on April 1. 

The American troops constituted one unit, of an Xllied force. in North Russi;i. 
composed of troops of seven (7) diffcrcnt, nationalities, a5 follows : Russian, British, 
American, Frenqh, Italian, Serbs and Poles. The total Allied shwght, rfttmn OII 

May 3, 1919 was : (Archangel District only), 
OfGWW Jlt,i> 

Slavo-British Legion. . . . , . , lT9 ’ 3.132 
Russian National Army. . . . 713 16 . :<I:0 
British.. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 663 7 3$9 ,&-RI 
French.. . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 39 1 . 1,1!) 
American. . . . . . , . . . . . 189 4.718 
Poles.. *, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 293 
Italian.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I ‘>‘j Cd1 
Japanese . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 

TOTAL..... . . . . , . . . . 1.741 -z7fnE- - 
Serbs--No accurate figures available. 

The American Unit in North Russia sustained in the highest; degr~c the good 
name achieved I>;)- the American fighting forces in Europe. It jvas lhe mosl 
cohesive, I-Jest organized! single unit, of all the Allied forces lhere. 

The troops wire widely scattered in this service: frequently in small dctacll- 
menbs, extending over a front more than 200 miles mlnnd from Archangel and ;I 
width of colmtry over 450 miles. The wide distril)ution of the troops in small 
units, the lack of communication, the hardship of the winter, together with, at 
times, an insuficiency of food made this service one of the most ard~,~us pprforl-lled 
hy American troops. 

The total deaths were : 
Killed in :~ction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . + . . . . . . . . t-2 
Accidenlly ICill~d. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L . . 7 
Suicide.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . 1 
Died of Wound;;. . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . X.1 
Uied of Disease. . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

TOTAL............................ . . -1<32 
---.I-- _- 

The first losses sustained were on the 16th of Sq~tembcr, 1918, and thereaftel 
Lhc fighting was practically continuous, allhough the operations were mostly on 
a minor scale. 

By an agreement of the Inter-Allied War Council, Lhe operations were placed 
under the direction of the British War Mice, with a 3lnjor General of the British 
Army in command. 

NOTE : - All American troops, with the exception of p few Staff Officers, were withdrawn 
from Russia by ,July 30, 1919. 
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