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SUBJECT! thy Ye Are Here

1.,'In wy brief period of command duty hére p 4 have heard from
eeveral sources, chiefly from tha wembers of combat. units, the quecations,
“Why are we here?" 'What are we fighting fori*

2, what follows :epresents my answers to thase qaeat101a.

3. Iha answer to the first question, “ﬂhy are we here:" in -
einple and conclusive, We are here because of the decislons of tlhi propurly
constituted authorities of our respective governments, As the Commonder-
in-Chief, United Nations COWmand, General of the Army Douglas Macirthur
said publicly yosterdays - "This command intends to maintain a military
position in Korea just as long .as the. Statesmen of the United Nationo
decide wa should do s0." The answer is sirple because further comsent
is unnccessary, It is conclusive because the loyalty we give, and expect,
precludes any slightest questionirg of these orders.

4, The second question is of much greater siznificance, and
every member of this command is eatitled to a full and reasoned anpuar,
}ime fo‘.lowo . .

5. To m2 the iosues are clear, It is not a question of this
or that Rorean town or village., Real estate is, here, incidental, It {s
not restricted to the {ssue of freedom for our South Rorean Allics, whosa
fidelity-and valor under the soverest stresses of battle we recognizej
though that freedom is a symbol of the wider issues, end included among |
thes, ..

6. The rcal issues are whether the power of Western civilization,
as God has permitted it to flover in our own beloved lends, shall cofy and
defeat Comrmmisn; whether the rule of men who shoot their prisoncrs, cnslave
their citizens, end deride the dignity of man, shall displace the rulo of
those to vhoa the individual end his individual rights are sacred; wicthur
ve are to survive with God's hand to guide and lead us, or to perish in the
dead cuiistenco of a Godless vorld,




7. If these be true, and to me they ere, beyond any possibility
of challénge, then this has long eince ccased to be a fight for freedom for
vur Rorcan Allies alone end for thelr national survival. It has beconme,
and it continues to be, a fight for our own freedom, for our own survival,
in ea honorable, independent national existence,

8. The sacrifices wa havo wada, acd those wa shall yet cupport,
axe not oficred vicarlously for others, but in our ota direct defenso,

9. In the final analysis, the issve nov joined right here in
Korea is whether Comzuniem or individuesl freedoa shall prevall, and, nale
r.3 nistalic, vhather the ncut £licht of fear-driven people wo bavae just
vitnassed across the HAN, and continvs to witnees in other urcss, shall
be checked end dcfeated overseas or pemitted. step by step, to close in
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our own loved onas in all its mi.sery and digpair.

10. Thazo ere the things for thich we £ight, MNecver have mewbers
of any nilitary command hzd & greater challenge than we, or & finer oppor-
tunity to show ourcalves and our people at their beste--and thus bz an honor
to the p:o.eﬂsio.z of a.ms and a crcdiL to those who bred us,

11, 1 uauld ll.ka each comndar to vhon this :ls addressed, in his
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of his command’ et tha earl:lesr. practicabla mooetit,

M. B. Ridgway
Lizutenant General, United States Arvy
Cormanding
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