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TEE MESOPOTAMIA CAMFAIGE IN THE WORLD WAR.

I, GRNIRAL DESCRIPTION OF THT GOUNTRY.

1. Extent and Geographic Location., (Sllde Ne. 1).
Mesopotamia in 1914, was that part of the Turkish Empire which
lay between thé Armenian plateau and Kurdisten on the north and the
Persgian Gulf on the south.

2. Climate.

The climate is one of extremes and very unhealthful. The
temperature varies from 1200 (Fahr.) to well below freezing.

The rain on the Mesopotamia plain nearly all falls betwsen
October and April and has little to do with the high floods in April
and Hay which are caused by the melting snows in the mountains.

The very frequent occurrence of mirage had an important effact
on nmilitary operations, interfering with reconnaissance, obscervation of
fire, and visual signalling.

3. Topographg (S1ide Wo. 2).
: The one outstanding topographical featule is the FTuphrates and,

Tigris River system. -In Lower Mesopotamia this basin is a flat feature-
less plain, generally below the high flood level of the rivers. 1In
Upner Mesopotamia the basin is a more or less undulating, treeless nlain
: w1th hnre and thpre low ranges of hllls._

4. Communications. (Slide No 3)

. &. Railroads. _

_ In 1914 the only railroads within Mesopotamis were 74 miles
of the Baghdad Railroad which had besen completed between Baghdad and
Samarra and a 60 cm. line connectlng Baghdad with thp Ruphrates nesr
Falluja,

b. Roads.
B Such roads as ex1eted before 1914 were unmetalled and for
_the greater part withcut bridges.

c, Rivers. ‘

7 ' The rivers were unlversally regarded as the best means of

' travel but they were subjected to violent floods, and stages of low
water, which without a modern system of improvement and maintenance made
. their nav1gation very difficult and regquired special types of river craft.

d. Ports. .
Basra 62 miles from the sea, was in 1914 the best port in
Mesonotamia for accommodating ocean-going ships; however, it lacked
most of the essentials for a military bYase. The ground was water-logged
and rlooded during high water. Ocean-going shipe were unloaded in nid-
stream into native boats which then drifted with the current until they
could be poled ashore. )



5. Products.

" Whila in-Uwper. Mesopotamia the ralnfall is sufficient for
agriculture, in ‘fower Moscpotamia 1rr1gat10n Tust be depended upon, but
until jagndad fell into their hands in March, 1917, the British were
unaocle %o exploif tne local resources. - - popmt ey

Avout 26 miles southeast of Shustar- arc ﬁhp 011 Fisdw oWn’d
by the Anglo-F-rsian 011, Company. The oil is piped QouthWPSt 140 miles,
to the- rpflnﬂry on th9 Abadan Island in- the: Shatf‘nl Arab,

eaye

I1._THR TIRST PHASE OF MILITARY OPTRATIONS. ~ .. . .

1. Genarzl Statement, : -
.The discussion of. this cawpaign.will be diyided. into two nha%eq.
In the first p%ase extpndlng to the surrender of. Gencral Townqhend's
forece at.Ket ip gpril, 1916; you will ses tnp rP%ult o‘ attempting
extunsive, military oparations without adoou@to prov151on to-insure the :
nvcessary supplios,. replacements, and ovacuations. :
ir ‘While }ﬂ1tnn gacond phase-you will- sme what can be accomp11shed
in an undevalopnd countzy by  a modern militaxy force provided money, time
and men ere utilized in building up and maintaining the means and .
facilities reouired.

', 2..The Irnitial Force. snd the Occupsion.of Basra.{SIidés ¥os.3 and 4)
Two-days pafore- Great ?r1talnrdeclarnd war on Turkey, Novenher .-
5 1911 five transports, with a small’ naval. escort .were off the bar of -
the Shatt al Arab, - This. *orce .a -reipforced. br;gado, wag under -General
Delamain, whose lnﬂtructlons from the Indian Government were, in part,.
as follows:
"(1) The role assigned to your force im that- of drmonstrating
at the head of the Persian Gulf. x x X X
(2) You will occupy. Abpdan Island with the' object of i
(a) Protectlng ‘the oil’ PP?ln‘rth ‘tanks, and pipe line.
o (b) Covorlng tho landlng OT rolnforcnments, gshould thes
be required. - .
(c) Assuring the local Arabs of our support against’ Turkey.
X X X X X X.

{7} In the .gvent of hpstilitias -ith Turkey, the romalnder of
the 6tk roona D1v1°10n is b“lnﬂ held 'in r\adlnﬁsq to qum:ort your IgreAa.
and w7ill follow as guickly as possible.

In the meantime vou will take such military and.political
action as you think feapiblp, to strpngthon your, p0ﬂ1t10n. and, if
possible occupy Basra,' s

I .' ’,-'7'-"

- The Turkish forgds’ ia' Meqopotamla ot thle time, were thought’ o
to be about’ 10" 000 regulsf £rddps, which $he inclusion- of resecrvists )
might increase to 15,000 men, over a half of whom 1t wae eqtlmated
could bs concentratod in Basra.

' Thore was a small Tarkish Foreh, i and bround the village, Mo, ..
which withdrew upon bnlnﬂ hhelied oy’ tFn NhVV. The' brigade nqtabllqncd'
a camp at Sanniya, repulqea &n atfﬁck on L outnoqt and was Jolnnd by
the rarsinder of the 6th Dlviqion ‘und- r“Gonhrﬂl qurett who received -
dafinite instructions that his objectivs was'Basre.  The Turks, driven "
from their positions at Saihan and Sshil, abendoned Basra, which the - * °
British ot once occupied.
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Notwithstqnd1na that thc sh 1ps had bnen 10nd9d in India w1thout
ruch reference to the order in.vhich the supplinss would be reguired in
Mﬁﬁovotamla or 4o the difficulties of unloading with 1mproviqed faecili-
ties, Gen“ral Barrett, "by the-end of Novembor had established in carma,
with .tents, baggage ‘and supply services bﬂglnnlng to function, a force
which consisted of 1 regiment of cavairy, § batteries of’ artlllnry, 13
battnlicns of inf nt“V End some- qapnﬂr 8nd delcsl units.

. 3« The: Baghdisd’ Ouﬂqtlon..(glldﬁ ‘No.: 3).. ~

The objactive had now been &% e 1nrd | The Brltlsb prastige in
the uelta of Shatt al Avad was high and her local political predominance
seemd sufficient to assuro the-immediate security of the oil industry.
Howaver, Sir Poercy Cox, pOlltlcal advisor to fencral Batrett and with
his coneent, ;ip-a” iprivatet . message to the Viceroy, at once brought up
the' queqtlon of arn advonce on Baghdad. A quvqtlon vhich was to be pnssed
back &#nd forth for meny months, nct: enlv betiynon Mosopotamia, India, and
YLondon,. but alzo between.the.  UMATrous Dolltlnnl and military officials in
thoas pl?cps. iv Amezing "mount .0of eorre Pponﬁonse requlta, but for the
purposig of tHis pdapsar 1t will ‘be. sufficipont to néte that’ the complicated
govarnmental. orgﬂrlzatlon cpntrolllng the Mosonctamla campalgn, ot thie
time, affords an chellmnt illustration of how pOll*lC"l snd military
advice and responSLbllltv muqt ba qlMpli*lod and, properly balanced in
govprnmontnl organlzation 1f qoanﬁ naulon?l policies ore to result

y B

s HEER

4. The- Occgpatlon of Qurnaw~43'ﬁ‘ :

In crder to provxén proper socurity for hlq force, General
Barreti held.Shaiba, about ‘10 miles southwoest .of. Bnqra .with a small
datachmﬁnt and captured Qurna, about 46 mlles atove Basra, placilng
thers a fortified post. . . '

Considerlng the size of Genpr 1 Bnrrett’ *orce Qurna wae
rather dlstant from Basra for a ﬂetpchbd pcst Fowevsr its locatlcn
at the’ Junction o¢'the Tlgrxs wigh-.the’ ‘old ckannel of the Enphrates and
being near the hezd “of deep water nav1gat10n madp it of some strategical
importance. et

-

B, The Turklsh CountPr foensive .

" Within the four months following the capture of "Qurna, " the
desire to fully protect the pil dnterest’ {the ‘o1l pire line having been
cut in February) the- 1ncrea§in9 Fndicotions of an early Turkish counter
offensive, and ‘the desire to hold Persia and the Arab . tribes amenable .to
British 1nfluonce reluctnntly uompelled ‘the qendlng of some 14,000
reinforceéments, which with the arrival at Basra, on Aprll g9, of GFnPrnl
Sir John N1x0n cwere to be organized into the II Ipdian Army Corps o*.f
two Q1v1aions the 6th and 12th. This foree, 25 Inf"ntrv Bottelions, wes
dispv"sed ‘At thmq time between Ahwaz, Qurna, SHaiba and Basra. -

Two d?vs after Gonerel Nixonis arrival the Turks attacked nt
Shaibva. (Slide No. 8)., The attack was definitely repulsed. A Brltiqh
counterattack drove the Turks from the immadiste vicinity of Shaiba nnd
finally from their position in Bajisiya woods, in a disordsriy retroat
to become a rout when harassed by their late Arab zllies, while the
exhnusted British.were unable to pursue.

ey,
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6. Goneral Nixen assum~s the offensive.
a. His fnstructions.
Briefly, Grn~ral Nixon's instructions were fo!

Control the Basra District and such portions of adjacent
territories es might affect his operations; seecure the sefety of the
‘01l industry; and submit plans for the effsctive occupation of the
E Basra District and for a subquunnt advance on Baghdad. .

‘ General Nixon reading into the 1n%tructlons a change in
‘the Meqopotamlqn policy, assumed the offensive.

b. Operations in Arabistan. (Slide Wo. 3)
Tirst he decided to expel .the Turks from Persian Arabistan
and placed General Corringe in command of contemplated operations. These
- ware successful and by June 13, oil was agein flowing in’'the pipe line.

c. ‘The Goepture of Amara. (Slide No. 5)
- Operations progressing satisfrctorily’ in Arabistan, General
Nixon tirned his atfention to his center and directed Geéneral Townskend,
: conmnndlng ‘the Bth D1v131on to occupy Amara.‘”
: The territory north of Qurna, was in flood. The enemy,
5 battalions, 10 guns and “about 1,800 Arab’ irregulers, were oCCUpying

v:'a migber of 1ntrenched poqltlons astride the Tigris, and rising as

islands in the flodded’ area. - ‘The Tigris was obstructed and mined. A
Turkish gunboat was in-support. ' General Townshend advanced his light
"guns on rafts and his infantrv in "pellums", a native river boat

similar to a gondola. Supported by heavy gurns in place near. Qurna and
by the Naval Flotilla, the amphlbzouq attack was a complete SUCCess.
‘The Turks abandoned their positions. - Pursued by ‘the Naval Flotilla

the retreat Dbecame a rout and on the fourth day (June 3) General

' Townshend with some 41 men, 1qnded and recnlved ‘the surrender of Amara.

d The Capture of Nasiriya. (Sllde No 7Y,
S Another anphibious expedition was crgknlzed at once, this
time under General Gorringe. He was dlrectpd to 'occupy Naslrlya on the

© - Euphrates. Little difficulfy was’ Pxperlpnced untll the Turks were

" located in & qtrong poqltlon astrlde the Eunhrates about 7 mlles below

Naslrlva.
: 'The Turks put up a stubbora resistance for ovgr_two weeks
tut were finally overcome, the positions carried, and Nasiriya occupied
July 25. -

e. Battle of Kut and the OccuLatlon of Azlzyya, (Sllde No. 3)

- General Nixon now held points on Lhe Fuphrates and Tigris
200 ‘miles from the sea and with forces half that'distence up the Xarun,
-cartainly enclosed an area to hold which might well tax. the ‘ability of
two divisions, especially when the supply and evacuation fa0111t1es were
‘but 1little more than sufficient for one division sctively r’mplnyed The
oil pipe line and refinery were rpasonablv secure. With the Shatt 2l
Arab in British possession there was no threat, from thisg v101n1ty, to
British sea communications. To have any eff ect on German influence in
Persia the British advance must be carried bevond Baghdad., To advance
that far, even Gen~ral Nixon at this time thought would reguire rein-
forcements which he had been repeatedly told would not be sent. '
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Seme cornsideration might well have benn glvnn to the advan-
tages of a ‘strategical defensive’ in this area, but General, leon docs
not appear to have given much thought to such a line ef, ctloﬂ. Strong
hostile Torces ware reﬁox+ed to be at Xut al Amara, so Genaral Townshand
‘was instructed to dagtioy thﬁm and occupy it.  He had a. total combatant
strength of 11.00C0 mel, 28 guns ”1@ 40 machlne guns, with the Faval
Tlotilla in supdort S e

o Hhcozhalssance ‘disclos ed a Turkish force of 6,000 Infantry,
with Cavnlry and A_ab borﬂvmﬂn in a vary formideble povltlon astrido
the Tipris sbout 6 miles ealt of Fuat. (£lide ¥o. 8) The position mas
prnua1ud in glea, a5 itail, with Fird pthnglﬁmonts, miles of comminication
trenches apd'many'brluk and mortar gun swmiaunmppts. The . Tigris was.
bloch,d ‘near tie front ]Ann and bridged some 5 milos to the rear.

: SOmP '8 lePS _rom the TO‘tllP poqltlon Gennral Townshond
orgﬁnlvod his ozce‘hnao two main ., columnq These, columns advanced on.
oppoqlue sides of tHe r1v~r and demonetrated agnlnwt the position. - The-:
colurmi™ 01 the- south bank then croqqod the river, moved in rear of the
othar co*urrq ard aAVLLODNd the hostile left firnk o

* Wotwithstanding that coordinstion of the two attacks jors ovcd
A1TFichlt’ of QCLGprlshmﬁnt and the brpakdown of the signal cemeranica—
tione, the Turkish lelt wes turned and.cawturnd and 811 remaining posi-
'tlons north"of the river threatenpd ‘when alxplane reconneissance -
revealed that the Turks hud’SklllfﬂllV extricated their forces and woru
1n "ntroat - An “ttpmpt was made to puxauF but’ nothlng was.accomplishedy

et The” Turks Loqt about 4,000 men and the Br1t1qh casualtics
totwllnd 1,233, Just about twice the number for whom ovacuation arrsnge-
ments had bewn made. . ‘
- f, The Bsttle of Ctefﬂrhon._ ,

o With the capture of Kut the difcussion of the "Bnqupd G
Question" was intensified and flrallv on October 23, the Cabinet autnor—:
ized Mr. Chamberlsin %o scond the Viceroy the following t?l”glﬂm' T

"Nixon mpy merch on Beghdad if he is satisfied that force
he hns availeble is sufficlent. for the operotion. Reinfarcements will take
timo oving to relief and transport arrangements, But two.divisions will
bs sent’ aq qoon as poaelble. I will telegraph probable date later.h .

e in ar*1v1ng at this decision the desire for conguast was
allowed” to ‘orerrids sound stratosv and ‘the logistical llnitqtions of .. »
Genwral leon's force were ontirely. ignored. - .

o & month later found Géneral Tovnqhnnd prep"red and in. ...
positlon to aitnck the Turks in thoir position ‘at Ctesiphon with a Sorge .
of 13.756 officars and men, and 30 guns supperted, by tha Naval Flobille,

The Britiesh rstimate plsaccd thn Turks immediately. confronting
G~netal " Townshend ot 13,000 r“gulﬂr infantry and 38 guns, .but they
actuslly hﬂd 18, 000, exciusive of irregular Arabg and cavalry. : .

Undér Nurmud—Dln ‘the Tarks had fortifisd thres main llnps.
{Slide No. 10). The first line astride the Tigris had been very.care-
fully and completely prepared, especially the six miles on the laft bank,
While 1ts left flank did not rost on any natural obsteglic, twd refoubts
on low mounds at this point, termed #V.P.Y (Vltal Polnt) wera. exceptlon-,
ally strong. Behind the sedond line, also astride the mlgrls, was a
boat bridge, thp onlv means of lataral movempnt ACross the leIIS.
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General Townshend elected to attack only.on the left (north
and wast) bank, and divided his force into four columms, namely: MAP,
+-HBN . MCM and. Plying (olumn. There was no reserve under divisional
.--control.” This wAs especially unfortunate as the plan called for.a
‘wids dispersion of feorce and was dependent for succcss upon the nrouecr
~t1m1nﬁ 2nd coordinaticn of the saveral attacks.
oL The attack did not progress entirely as planned Colurmn
“G" advanclng very slowly and methodicelly, failed to draw toward it
: 'any hostlle reserves, these moving instead Pgﬂlnct the turning attaclk.
~{Column *B" and Blvivg Column) which was Isunched somevhal earliér than
~contorplated in the plan. ILikewise the mein blow (Colurm "A") wes
‘preuaturely launched and while it euccended in capturing *V.P.¥ it
recelved no essistance foom the turning movement and had to wesken it
self to sssist the holding attack of Columm "C" with the result'that
"it spent itéelf while still some 800 yerds from the hostile second line.
Fur-ud-Din etill had 2 battalions srd 4 guns in reserve, General
~ Tornsnend had none. The Turks counterattacked, drove the main blew?
back to HV.P.", which it was Just able to.hold. Fy dark, vhile the
. British held the first lineg, the Turks were secure in the second.
e Tate -in the next afternocon the Purks attacked but w1thout
- success, and’ withdrew into the second llne._"
. s The British system of evacuation of the wounded falled .
absolutely. - They estimated they would have 2,400 wounded, prepsred to
- take care of 1,500, 1ntend1ng to evacuate the remeinder forward. to
: Baghdad-nnifation vesaels, end actually had about 4,000 to care for. The
reaulting éufféring ambng'the'wounded will be left to rour imegination.
7. Townqhend _Retrents. (Slide No. 9) : o
“Feneral Tor nspend, believing that the Turks were recpiving
reinforcements, begrn a hurried withdrawal ‘down tha Tigris,; follomed by
" the Turks. ‘The Turks stumbled on his camp 2% Umm at Tubul but. were
--. held é5f by Cavalry and gun flre and Generail To”nq}eui by long marches
reached Kat, Decembmr 3.

8. The Sggge of Kut al Amara. (Slide Yo. 11)

" Wrile the question of continuing the retreat belqw Kut wag i
being discussed- by the numerous echelons of the Britigh political and -
military organization, the Turks took the 1n1tlat1ve end completelv o
invested the town by December 7. :

The river in its bend arcund Kut was 'a formidable obstacle on
thred gides, and with a line of fi~ld mork preparsd across -the néclr the
1ocat10n had very considerable defensive poqQ1b111tles, especlally vith
no commanding ground in the vicinity.

The Turks made two determined attemptq to. capture the location,
then abandoned an active siege and trusted o its roductlon by blockade

alone, meving troops dOqutr@am to Dlock any attemptq at rellof

5. Operations for tho rnlief of Kut- {Slide No. 11)

a. O;gan1zat1on of the Tlgrls Corps. Sy
‘ . 'The promised reinforcements began. to arrlve at Basra a8, .
© Genéral Townshend's Totrent was reaching Kub. Thoy were pushed upstroam
as rapidly as the limited transportation facilities permitted:s~nd organ-
ized ¥y General Aylmsr into the Tigris Corps.for the relief of Kut.

L
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. . -:;roops were uonatpntly arrﬂving during the operations o*
“this CorLs and were fed to it piecemeal s¢ that it alwayq lﬁcked mAany
essentials for a well balﬂnced force,

s

ion at Shoikh Saad and »t tﬁﬂ HWadi River.
d"?"l

owins the investment of Tnﬂ‘ -"‘::ms:a'r'n'l ﬂv'lmn?‘le
cliowling the lnvesiment RS Ly Amer

advance hegﬁn mhe Turks reslsted Brlthh attacks. at Shﬁlkh Saad and
at the Tadi River and’ each time w1thdrew unmolested.

‘The medical arlﬂngomants again proved entirely 1nadequate
which) wlth the wet, ‘dold’ weath»r, caused very great suffer? ng among the
woundpd for some davs before EVﬂvUPtlonﬁ could be completed ’

c. The “1rﬂt Attack on _Hanna,

The Hanna position, on the left (north) bank of the Tlg;ls,
was nt the eastern entrance of a 7 mile defile formed by -the Tigris on
the south #nd the-extensive Suwplklja mrreh. on the north: With a front-
age of 1,350 yords and’a depth of 2,600 yards, the position had been
made exceptlonallv strong with a complete trench -system and wire enw
tangiements, - The Turks held the position with some 9,000 Infe ntrv and
26 (uns, T

Generrl Aylmer attacked this.positien.. The 7th DiviSion
(21 vattalions and 30 guns) made the frontel-attack, while 4 battallons
2 SQuadronq and 14 guns enflladed the position from the right bank. = . .-
The British”suceesded in capturlng about 150 yards.of front line trnnchq
from +hich thpv were Soon drlven by a countnrattacx. '

d On Jnnuprv 19 1916 Lt. GPnorpl 8ir Fercy kae tOOAHBvOT
command from Gﬁn“fﬁL leon wboqc health had comp;ntnly broken down

e. Thn Attack on the Dujalle Redoubt.. S "
“Besides the strongly fartified defile, the Turks held the. -
Ts Sinn position astride the Tigris, extending south thereof to the

Dujaila Redombt; then southwest towsrd the Hai. -
General Aylmer's next attempt wes: arainqt Dugalls Rodoubt

Leaving the 7th Dlqulon to contain .the ”urks in 'the Henna positich, the ”m':

remaindar of, thn Corpq neﬁrlv 19,000 rifiles ﬂnd 68 guns, by a night‘
march P?lnnd &, DO’nt about 44 miles east of the DuJ ile Redoubt.. Hern
the column dlspnzsod in three groups to rathpr W1d01v qnparatod aﬂplth -
ment mpositions,
) The night march wag a complete vurprlqn to thp Turks but

this 1mportant ndvantpgn was lost by sttempting a didperscd and com-
i p1¢08u“d attack cooxdlnatpd by prearrsnged deteriled orders,.whon, such -
‘an attack ﬁt bﬂqt raquires accurate knowladge of the hontllﬂ pogitions,
L good maps, an nchlant systnm of gignnal communlcatﬁgps " experienced
stefls “nd good tenm work, all of which were lacking,this command.

TR Tt would seem, thot had the night morch’ ended in & concen-
‘trated effort .based on a.simple, direct plisn, none of the effncts 0° the
strntﬂrlcal ‘surprise would have bern lost, and thnre would have been
‘splendid opporiunltlps for a decisive British v;gtoryu Ag it was, the.
attack 1?119d ‘ : o : ' ' :
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f. The Last Atteompts to Relieve Kut.

Genaral Corringr now succeedrd General Aylm-r in the cum-
mand of the Tigris Corps, which was being reinforced by -the 13th Division,
an all-British division under General Vaude, but recently withdrawn “rom
Gallinoli. ' : '

A period of trench warfare bagan, thpndlng up to the
surrender of Kut, which will be but briefly summerised.

The - 1?th DlVlSlon supportad by the 3d Division and Corps
brtillery south of the river, asssulted snd captured the entire Hanna
position’and the Fallaniya position some 4 miles further west.- The 7th
Division now took over but were stopped 2t the Sannaiyat p0q1t10n. The
13*h: then tried and falled ) Operatlon% were now shifted to the right
{‘scuth) danlk ﬁnd the” 2d D1v151on capturnd and hald.the Balt Isa position,
and on April 22, the 7th Division made a final attempt at the Sannaiyat
position without success. :

8. The Surrender of Kut e o
On &prl; 297 aftﬂr holdlng out For nénrlv f¢ve months, Rut
stirrendered. Abcut’ 1‘UOO woundod and sick were exchanged and close to
12,000 want 1nto uapt1v1*v The 1qst three days of -the siege the onl
food- obtalngble was that dronpnd by airplanes amounting to about 4
ounées per ‘mén per day.. e

9. Conclu31on of "the ?1rﬂt Phpsnm : S

‘In the opﬁratlonq Tor the relief of Kut the, total casu?ltipq
of ths Tigris Corps amcuntnd to over 23,000 officers and men. .. If we
‘add to this-the casualties Townshend‘s 1c'c:rce' suqtalnod after nis
victory near Kut, in dugust, 1915, we cennot cscape the conclusion that
the British paid very dearly to gain, considering the situation con-
fronting them during tha World Wér, an ODJPCthe defined Dy the. Prims.
Minister in the House of Commons, about the time the sdvence began, ns
belng "To secure the neutrallty of the Arabs!:and ”gennra41y to maintain
the auuhorlty of our F ag i tho Bast." . .

III mE SECOND PHASE oF OPFRATIONq

1. The Situation after the Tell of Kut. (s1 de No. ?)

. After the fall of Kut, the Turks, realizing tbe exhaustpd cor—
dition of the. British, left their XVIII.Corps ‘to cofitain the Tlgrls _L_
Corms and moved the othpr corps, the XIII, to - the northeast of Baghdad
where, in June 1916, :it assisted in defeating a Russian attack at '
Khaniqin, about 100 miles from Baghdad.

With the appointment of General Take to commaqd in Mesopotan;a,_
an extensive enlargement and reorganization of ‘the line of 5ommunlcatlon
and all that pertains thereto had been initiated. Fowever his reforms
had not begun to be Telt tefore the surrender of Kut and wére far from )
completed when he was.succeeded by General Sir Stanley Maude who, _1rst
being Dromoted to.. command the T grls Corps, was selected, 1n August 1916,
for commani in Mesopotamia: L

~ .7 It was not until the end of October, 1916, that General Maude
felt that he had his admiriistrative arrangements quif*01ént1v well Organ~
ized to permlt of moving his headquarters from Fasra. He then moved them
to Arab Village and reorganized the forces in Mesopotamia as’ indicated -
pelow. (Slide No. 15)
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Genzral Maude now hail in Mew pa*amia n combat gtfen—tf of S
221, 150" and by the middle. of Dac cember was resdy to rvenew active oprTas:
tions with'a” forcp on the . Tigrig fronh of 3 500 sadere, 45,00C
and 174 .guns, and estimated the xurlxuh qtz-ny»n spposad to
rifles and 70 fung huWDVPP_ the Torkiush aa
strength at ouly JH 50U rifles 2n@ BO ﬂuq"m
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The T ""'iu"x,, Generai fl OL}._ Cowas holdiog brenchias on ety
“ark of tha Tig*1c_wr“osinp;;hb Tur}Lsn 5 vEL DE .
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The III Corps, General Marshsll, continued the line of the
I Corps slong ihe 1i*er tenk to Magasis, then lesving the river, their
line Tollo .ui tne Dojsila depression to Duisila Redoubt.
- The™%wo cavaivy brigades, organnzed into a provisional cavalry
divigion, weve nesr IZiun Ldbiar, .
- The froeps oa the right bank were supplied by a 115h+ railway
pushed forward from the advance base, Shaikh Ssad.
Un the teft barpk, besides the strong Sannaziyat position the
Turlks ha€ prepared A series of positions es ctending as far up the river
&8 Kut, nezr which they also held positions on the right bani.

2. Battles around Fub.

.

;
a. Adcilve Jperations Resumed,
General Mzuds.began active operations and in two weeks,
while bonlng the enemy ia'his aannalvpt positiaon with the I Corps and
£

part ot the ILY Corps, he was able,.to advnnce the remzinder of the III
Corns and the Cavalry D1v1510n to the Fal. .

b. Trench ¥ighting on the Riﬂht Bank.
After Intensive $reach ?Lguuing for nearly a month, the
Khudheira, BHai Sallen+ and Dahra positicns were captured, in turn, and
the "furks drivon from the "1ght bank.

c. The First Assavlt at Sannalvat.
. General Msude row desired to sttack the enemy 31mu1taneouslv
on the flanks &% Hannaiyat and Shumran Bend, bot rzia and flcod made a
croseing of the Tigris so diffigult that he cniy operated on the hostile-
left by the 7th Livisior aesaulting the Zannelyat position where it
succeeded in gaining a foothold only %o be expeiled by counterattacls,

d. N wde Torcas 4 C“os%*n? at Shur rar 1end
As suon as the “lood showed signe oF ””bbldlng, a carexully
pregared and execated surprise crossing at Shumcan Bead was- effected by
the 14th Division, which gained a2 line about 1 mile north of the scuthern
end of Shumran Beund... ¥hile the crossing. was being effected, the 7th
Division pinned the Turks to the Sannajyat position and secured his
third and fourth lines.

3. The Turkich Withdvawal from Kut. (Siiéss NWos., 12 and 9)
Notwithsianding that the Turks bagihn ta withdraw next morning
from the Sannaiyst pcsition and the Britich airpianes, early that
morning, reported the enemy in full reireat toward Baghdad, the British
failed to take full advaniage of the situation, since the I Corps only
advanced 4 or 5 miles sgainst positions, in whica it met practically no
resistance, and which, morsover, were cutfienked by the Naval Flotilla
during the day when it stcamed uvpstream snd archorsd off Kut,
~ " The I1I Corgs gaining by nighorail the Dahra Ridge, permitted
the Cavalry Division to gai around ihe Taikish line but that Division
allowed itself to become involvaed in the lccal Ilghtlng and accompllshed
nothing. '
The renu;t was that the Turks made gocod their withdrawal from

a very difficalt s1+“. tion and were next meroing some 20 miles west of
tho ?rltlsh f01ce N
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4 The Pur u1t _ .
Neither the Cavalrv ner Infaniry accomplished any d90151ve
- results in puwrsait, .but the Navel Flotilla preasidg forward, disregarding
. the rearguard, bhEll?d ard completely demoralized the main hody of the

‘Tuxklsh forca.

B. ”he Qgptuﬂe nf Eaﬁhdad (Sllde No." 13)

With ais advaﬁued troops at Aziziya, General Maude halted for
a weell, to readjust his line of commun1cat1ons to the new 31tuat10n.
In the meantiuwe . the War Cabinet: ckanged hlq mission as follows: - .~

"Subject to the .security of Vour 4orce and to the capqc1ty
,of your commnications, it is the policy of H.M. Govermment to estanlish
British influence in- the Baghddd Vilayet.! "

" The advarce was resumed along the left bank of the Tigris,

The ITI Corps was delaved by-'the Turks at the nyale and the lst Corms
and the Cavalry Division, cr0351ng the Tigris 10 mlles below the mouth
of the Diyala, met resistance at Tel Aswad and Umm at.Tubul sand . hills,
but the Turks soon W1tndrew and Generdl Maude entered Baghdad March 11,
1917 . . -

6. The Consolidsfion of the Poqltlon at Baandnd (Slide_No.‘li)

In ordsr to sacure the converglng routes of appfoach tfovward
Baghdad, Gencral Maude at once advanced columrs‘up the - Diyaia, Tigris
and to: the Euphrates o . ) .

- Overcoming such- r851stance as thP Turk wore able to makp the
Erltlsh before thn end of March, occupied Falluja on the ?uphrates,
Mushahida Station and lugma on the Tigrls. o

But on the Diyala they were not guite so-fortunate. - Shahraban
and Deli Abbag were occupied but the Turks at the Jatal Hamrin delayed
- Both tne ‘Britisa and Russzans suff1C1ent1v long to w1thdraw thelr kIII
Corps toward Kl?rl. R :

T g aear eyt

s A3nlsta iCé «xqected from tbe Ru531ans. X - S
: TWith the meeting of the British and Russ1ans near Qizil Rlbat
on April 24, General Maude expected to be able to confine his operations
to the Tigris sgeinst the XVIII Corps, while the Russians pudhing ‘vack
the XIII Corps .on Mogul would. eventually establish themselves on. the .
Tlgrls. "But it soon became eV1dent that the unsatlsfactory condltlon
of the Russ1an Revolut;on renuered any offensive: oPnratlons by ‘them 6ut
of the'guestion:

8 Qperatlons on the Adhalm and Occupat:on of bamarré. S

“About April 1, the Turkish XIITI.Corps; 1,350-sabers, 11,000
rifles, and 60 gune, was falling back toward Kifri and their XVIII Corps
500 sabers, 5,600 rifles, 2nd 50 guns was holding the Adhaim and had some
trooms on the right bank of the Tigris.

General Maude advanced, on each bank of the Tigris, a columm
consisting of a division reinforced with Cavalry, airplanes and addi-
tional artiliery.

The ceclumn on the right bank, pushing the Turks before it,
advanced to Harba. The other column, under General Marshall, advanced
to the Adhaim, but the Turkish XIII Corps, threstening his right fleanlz,
by moving down the Knalis Canal toward Diltawa, caused him to halt and
move ageinst that corps. This threat driven back to the Jabal Hamrin,
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General Marshall retraced his steps and Zorced a crossing of the Adhaim.
Gensrol Cobte, waith the column on the right bank then advanced, cover-
coming -stubborn Turkigh resistance at Istaovulat, occupisd Sfamarra while
“.Gdnoral Mafshﬂll ad#anced vy %he Adhaim and deleaved the XIiT Corps,
which, by mov L ‘neg down the Adh~im, was again tnre tening the British
rlth, but now withdrew to the Jabal.- QRmrln.; :

9. Sitvation during the summer of 1917,

Tpe troopo then went intor summer quordisrs end except for an
atterpt in July, to take Ramadi, on the Fuphrates, which failed, no
1mpo*tant oparations took place until fell. | .
o A*x during the summer General Maade was informed, from various
" ‘sources, of the organization of a Turkien offensive under German leader—
ship (“Yiiuprlv") for the capture of Bzghdad, but by the latter half of
Octeber his informaetion pointed to-Palestine as- +hP obgectlve toward
N Whlch thls ef*ort wos, +o be derCth ' '

10..-3t*on at Ramaal. ' : :

: Lane in SPptomaer a second attauk was made at Ramadl on the
14‘1113}‘1?'&1’583, ‘Gopargl Brooking attecked vwith his ind nt“y while placing
.his cavalry sguarely across the hostile ‘line of retreat, and captured
the @nulre fo¢ce of 3,456 men, 13 guns and considerable stores.

- 11% Acul(}n at_dgur and-Té.krit. (snde.Nm 18)

- The 1 Corps, reinforced by.the cavalry divieion snd armored
Cars “advanced up the right bank of the Tigris and drove the'Turks from

thelr position, near. Daur nnd from a strongly entrarichied. position at

.thelr advance base 8t Tikrit. The entire: XVIiI Gorps now retired to or

. north of F t na Wnlle the Brlt*sh withdrew to the r91lhead at Samarra.

1. Death of General Mgggg..'
On November 18, 19:7, General Maude disd of cholera; Lieutenant
Genoral Sir W. R. Mars hall belxv app01nted ‘to the Chief Command, his
mission was defined as an active defense, strlklnp at the enemy wherever

an onportunlty of. d01ng so prebentnd 1vb°1f

o 13 The Tq1rd Ac*zup in ‘the: uabal Famrln.,_

T ~Just previous to Genéral Maudcis death the Brltlsh occupied the
Jabal Hamrln naar the Dlvala ‘Gorge, 80 as.to control the water in
various. canals 1oad1ng off from the Kiyala near that point. General
Marshall attacked the Turks in that. locaiity hoping to hold them to a
decisive action but oniy succeeded in gaining a more then31ve kold on
the Jabal Ham: in, ‘

14, Changeq in Organ17atﬁon,'{,*'j‘ S ALY
In view of the situation in: Mesopcuum*a the Vth Division and
_the 3rd Division wére withdrawn and sent to Egypt. Their places in the
"1st Corps were taken hv tqe 1Pw1v Iormed L?th and 18th D1v151ons.

15. The Gapture of the 50*h m&“KI“H D1v1°1on.(311de No 16)
. In March, General Brooxing advanced up the B Eaphrates and
. occupied Hit, with its valuable bitumen fields. & -

(% 4
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The Tubiéish 50th I}lvl‘*lon, 4,500 rifles and 17 to 21 guns, was
on the ﬁuphratos betresn Ana and Khan Baghdad, the latter nlﬂce being
held with a &tfrongly entranched position. '

Genrral Brocking, aiming at the dostruction of all th~ hastile
forens beleow Ana, gainsd the hostile rear with a cavalrv brlgﬂdc and 13
armorcd cars while his infentry attacked. The Turks surrendered in large
mumbers. . The pursuit continulng to bpvond Auﬂ, the British practlcallv
deatroved tkn 50th DlVlSlon. o
lo. OD“TH*IOW' aq+ o* the Jabal Hemrin,

E In AP“Il a “orcey COﬁSlStln" moatly of c?valrv but reinforced
with- a)out a rlgadeq .of  infantry; artlllery, and armored cers under
Genaral” byérton, operated against the Turkish 2d Divieion, which was

then scatiered in various locelities in tha triangular area north of the

- Jabal - Iﬂmrln and the Kivala River. The Turks withdrew toward Xirkuk,

but ere ovPrtaI’Pn near Kulawand and again a few milés furtﬂﬂr north, with
-a'loss of 1,300 in prisonars -alcne.  The Turks, w1+herW1ng behind the
thtle Zab, Klrkuk vas occuﬂlnd Wl,hout anv *iphtlng,

o

- 17. “fhe Tinal British Of*en31ve. (Slldps Nos. 16 and l?)

. Operations ware again suspended durinz tha summer of 1918, but
on October 24, while General Allenbv‘s troopq mere approacqlng Allepmo,
" General Marshell resumed . operations.’

"~ Xast of the Jabal Hamrin the: III Corps advqnced along the
ﬁlfrl ~-{1rknk - Mosul road while the I Corps moved up, the Tigris.

B ;he [I1 Corps met with very little opposition, but the I Corps
had somé severs flghtlng,iw%en it attackpd the Turkish position asiride
theé Tigris at Fat-ha with the 18th DlVlQion ané llth Gavalrv Brlgade

. east and the 17th Division snd 7th Cavalrv Brlgado wo:t cf the Tigzis.

The 11th -Cavalr: Brlgade crossed t}e Jabal Hamrin to the ‘east
‘of the Turkish, position, gained the hostilé rear near Huwaish, Wherc it
was joined by the Armorpd Car Brlgade vh1cb nad moved around thP cther
{flank,

Préﬁepd bv tnp 1nfdntrv thp Turks- fell bacl: to tbeir sncond

 position near the mouth of the Little Zab. The 18th Division, forcing

a crossing of the Little Zab, drove all the Turks Yo the west bank of the
Tigrie. The 17th Division forced the Turks to the1r third position cover-
ing Saargat. The 1llth. Cavalzry Brigade, reslqtlng attacks by Turkish
reserves and holding off reinforcements adysncing from the north, was
joined by the 7th Cavalrv Brigade and by an 1n?antry brigade. .

‘For two days the Turks held om. Part of the force trying to’
escane, by night, throuf% the cavalry, wp% cut ofi and , captured Seﬂlng
kis hopeless eltuation, the Turkich commandﬂr on the morning of Octobor
oO qur“ondered his .total. force. :

' ngoral Cobbets force, in these oporatxons,gcaptured 11 322 -
prisdners, 51 guns, 130 mach1n< guns 3 r1v0“ Ftpamﬂrs end much othor
mats“ial with but 1,886 casualties.. ' S

At noon October 31, an- arm1%+1co bntween Groat Brltaln and
Turkev went into eftect under the terms of which the British occuplﬁd
Mosul, "thus ending the campaign.
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18, 2g§al Rritish casualties.

1led or diz¢ of —ounds............ 14,514
Dlnd 0F d36PRE0. .\ttt e 12,807
Woundod, .. vue e i 51,3886
Taken prisoner or miseing.......... 13,494

22,501

IV. ADIINISTHATION,

1. The Situntion. .

With the avnointment of Genersl Lake td command in Jamueryr, 1916,
for the firat. tlme in the hlstorv of "the .expedition, administration, (and
that term 1s used to include all those organizational, supvnly, transpor—
tation, evacustion, senitation, and personnel matters which must be satis—
factorily arranged in any wsuccessful campalrn) bBegan to assume a prom-
.inent evcluﬂtion in plens and DroJPcts and to receive preper attention
'du-lng military opsrations. .

.. Hewever, General Lake's. rPfo*ms had not’ begun o be felt before
the surrender of Kut and it is for thie reascn,as.we have stated, that
that event i= chosen to ceparate the iwo pﬂrlads into which we have
dLv16@d the -discusrionof this campalgn. :

o Admlnlqt“ative deficiencies in the first phase were g very
.. decigive factor in causing that British disaster. and’'it was administra-

" tive mrevieion and provisign that made the final outcome nossible.
: . .. The . Tigris Corpe furnished a good- 111uqtraf10n of the adminis-
[_tra+iv9 %ituationq during the firet peridds During some ér-all of the

T tims of its ectiVP employment 1t lacked many essentials to make it a well
balanced organlaatlon. e will mention but a few of its deficlencles:-
It did. not have .a proper Gorps Staff; the supnly and transportation
personnpl was les" than one-Tourth of the prescribed rmumber; land trans-
portation, pvcept Tiret line columns,was almost entirely lacking; medfcal
personn~]l and eguipment were 1nadeauate' airplanés'were too fEW‘ and itse
bridging ecuipment wag Very .poor. - -

o How extensive were the administ rative de*1u1enc1eq during the
first.period can be, perhaps, best-realized by asppreciating that for the
seven or elght months following the surrender of ¥ut the principal activ-
ities of .the British force wers confined to placing the sdministrative
arrangements-and facilities on a basls.sufficlent to qusta;n the military
' effort« : ' Seer o - '

The Contro; o’ *“e Bxped1t1on.~. e
“The Meqopotan1a axnedition vhen Iirqt concelved was pleced

under ‘the Indian Government. It will only be mecessary to efumerate the
‘authoritics who had to be -consulted in Mesomotamia affaire fo indicate
the organizational handicaps under-which this expedition Iabored during
the Tfirst phase. . These were:- The-Commending General in Mesopotamiaj
" the (ommand-r-in-Chinf in India with-his-Départmenf.and“his'ﬁrmy G.H.Q.s
the Viceror with his council;  the Becrrtary of Stete for India with his
- militery Secreatarw: . the War Gounc11 W1t* ‘the Impr”lal Gonnral Stafi;
and Tinally, the Gablnpt

: In ¥abruary, 1016, whiln Indla'remalnad the base end the §.-in-
. in India rotazined control of thr exprdition, the general direction of
the axpediticon was placed in the War Office in London, dbut 1t was not
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untll Julv of tho sama vp r thﬂt the direct reapcnqlbllltv ‘of the C. —11—
C. 1n India*to the Wbr Counc;l was cgmplptnlv nqtakliqhod

" 3% Oree nigatisn ot the Line of Comrnunica tions
7 ... In May, 1915, a emparate org?n1Z<t10n “of - thF Line of Communica-
tions woas ste rtnd Jrith the app01ntmﬁnt of an Inqppctor Genersl of Corzun-
icatione and in September of the same’. vpar f0110Wing ‘the p"ov1qlons of

'the British Field Service Reguletlone seperating administration and
deiﬁnee in thP organization of 2 leng line of communlc“tlons, an ‘officer

Tvas placed 1n corrand of Line of Comrinications Dafense lroops

_ Durlng the second phase, the Line of Pumrunlcatlons vaR reorgan—
ued aud gr¢at3v Pxpanded Many experlpnued officers Upre “obtained from
Jnglund It remained orgenlzsd in anPrai ~ith dPPPnce and admlnzstrq~
tlon kept qeparate and distinet £rom each other. '
. Tre, llnP of, communlcatlons admlnlﬂtratnon was organized on- the
,;'Prlﬂflble of a fixed base section and & movirg adve nce base with other
dections placed betresn the two as the line extended. During" Genera;
.:Maude's operations sround Kut, Shaikh Saad’ ~ag the Advance Base ‘When

Baghdad vas. capturpd it became the Advance Haae wlith the Qurna, Amara,
and Kut sections between it and the ?aqe Segt1oq rhlch remainad st
Basra +Proughout the campaign., ,

The line along' th= Wuuhratns was alsa leide into one or more
admlnlotvatlve sactiona. _

_ Sthan thﬁ."chFn 1C'elnnnc-d out after’ tho'uav ure’ of Ba ghdad the
Advancﬁ Saction randled the administrative eituirtion with a railhesd post
organized at each railhesad.

- Headguarters Line of Communlcatkont rﬂmamnnd at Basra where

-vPrP Iocated the. Hﬂadcua1tnrc of the Baqo and of " thp Inland Water Trans-
port, Sea Transport, Railway, and Port Dlrnutoratﬂq ag vall as the drd
Ech~lon, G.H.Q.

-With thn capturﬂ of Baghd?d a Lccal Proluco Dlre*ctoratn vas
organ1z=d w%ich obtained large. ouantltlﬂs of food, fuPl ad and other
puilding. matarial, thus lnqqoning to a cpnsidarable oxtont the strain on
shipping.

S Replacnmnnt dnpots, hosnltals rvmoant and tho varicus qupnly
depots, ship, motor and railway ropeir shops and cther facilities werc
placnd at convenloqt p01nts from Basra to Baghdad

CThe list of the adminlqtretivp units is & long on~., The follov—
ing summery of the qtrpngth of thﬂ forcn at the armistice gives gn idea
~0f .tho: admlnlqtrativn nends, of a force —ith en ﬂxtnndod Line of Comrun—
icetlons.,

. thhtlng troops .. 112,000
Administrative troops 105,000

-. PFollowmrs . | ~ 197,000

‘ ' Total = 414,000

Or the #fighting troopQ".HPrP & 1ittla ov-r 1/4 of tho tota]
ration stréngth.: S 3 . .

4.7 Thal Baqﬂ Port
"The British line of communlcatlcnn to MPGODOthla was the =es.
A mort wog nécesespry. While Basra wns the only $OC“11%V for such & purnose
its rony, %aVﬁntngs as a port hrve slready been rP¢°rred to.
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‘However, General Nixoh apparentl¥ considered that its crude
disenbarkation :ac111tles woltld be sufficient for his force, for it was
nct vntil December, 1915, with the two new divieions arriving, that an
afTort was made to improve the congested situation by the rapid son-~
rstruction of some vharves slong deep water.

‘ By indicating briefly some of the things done by Gennrals Lake
or laude during the.rear 1915 to -make it 2 suitable base port will also
deacnsvrate what 1t lacked 1n ‘that reerngt during the first phase of the
cammrign: - - :

: To protact it from €1aod 24 miles of émbankment were built
-.enclosing an area of about 48 square miles, providing accommodations for
15,000 -troops snd 7,000 sick, large numbers of animals, snd grest quan—
‘tities of stores. Wharves, with modern equipment, were constructed to
accommnodate ocean-going Vesseis. A shipbuilding yard, 'rppair shops,
~sliprars and basins for steamsre were ¢ompleted or begun. The wharves,

- egmme,~hospitals, and warehouses were £11 conrnected by goad roads with
- bridzagover the many tidal creeks. An electric power piant, ice factory,
cand water system were inaetslled, . 7 ‘ . "

L "By -the end of the campaign.the port wes &upplied with a corplete
rraiIWaY svétem. 0f some 50 miles of “track connpctlng the wharves, and the
rious depots and had a railroad.yard. designed’ on an ap-to-date plan

kaf‘orcing suitable facilities for rapid working. - )

In the six months ending June, 1918, the port discharged 814,447
-tons of cergo. In July, 1916, the average detention of freight vessels
at Bdsra was 46 dars, while In 1918 this average was reduced to 6.2 days.

5. Inland VWater ”r?ngport - - :
.. :-. General WNixon, realizing that t*errivers were the natural arteries

~of commmunication; made repeated efforts to cbtain.suiteble steem vessels
and barges, but with indifferent success. I

" Throughout -the entire first phase of the campaign the shortage
. ¥ river trensperta had-a very unfavorable effect. on cperations.
. ~ Shortage of ammunition and otker supnlies at the front wes gquite
a normal situation. Often there vas 2 rshortage of retions. Troops were
_without proprr animal cranQpDIEation.ﬁiﬁce it could not bF transported
to them or meintained with Tarage. if it could have been. - Replacements
often could not be‘sent-forward even when they-weié avallable at Basra.
Troops could not be rapidly transferred from one bank to the other to
takze full advantage’of teciical opportunities. EV"”u&tlDﬁq of- t%e
wounded ‘was clow and attended Ly grest suffering. ,

In Sentember, 1915, Brigadier General Grey, with a cénéidereble
, took cver the whole river transpert service in Veeopotemis as
ctor of Inland. Water Framsport under.the -Incpector General of Commmin-
ions. _ o
Trom about thie time river vessels either complete or for

‘eresction at Basra, arrived in.considerable numbers.

A comparison of the total mumber of river craft in commiserion
for various months and of the totsl tonnage carried during these months
gives an idea of the repid growth of this ¢rganization.”
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,_MONTH ., KO. OF CRATT .7 7 TONS CARRIYD
Sept. 1916 -, .. .. . 367 ‘ .- 9,168
Mapch i917.- . . . .- 744 L 93,269
Dec. 1817 ' © 1,239 145,012
March 1918 — 199,350
Nov. 1918 1,634 133,949

.
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In addition,. large numbers of native: craft were emploved . In,
Jénudrv, 1917, all native craft of dver 1O tons capacity were quulslt10n~
ed and pleced urder the Dlrector of Inland Weter Tiransport. At tke time
of the Armistics, 2,4329% of such craft were under his contral.

The personnal ecngegod in this service Incresend from 7,000 in
Saptomber, 1914, to mearly 16;500 by D@cnmbrr of tnﬁ seme yrar while in
1918 it smounted to 42,968. . i : B

o fh _organization of a-river pllot sr*v1ca a dr*dgﬁ s«rvicn
the coqqtpnn work on the rlve* banks and. flood eﬂbankrnnts and the 1n;
stallation of lights at difficult bends, all improved navigat;on while
the ercction of piers end wharves at Rasra and important statlons up- |
stream,‘iac111tatea loading-and unloading and the uonstructlon of rgil—”
roads supplemented tne river SPrViCG at difficulf strFtches of the river..

6. Rw lroads (Siidé No. 2) ' T T s
' When. the.campaten: opened in 1914 th9 onlv railroads 1n Mbqopo—:.
tamla weTe two short surntchas in’the vicinity of Baghdad e .

Tne .only vailroag material supvlied the ptpedltion until 1t -
cane derc 21y under-. +the control of the. Imfyariel ‘General Staff, was' 45 e
miles of 2 it.:8 in.. gguge-taterial mostly for the Port of Basré. Put
with the chenge in ~ontrol of the Expedivion, the policv was completely
reversed and railroad construction began.

-Heference hes,already been made’ to the 2 ft. 6 {n. gauge ‘rall-
road from lﬂ- i-Sagd. - This was finally puashed. forward to the Hel and .
it was dve to 1* thet Genersl Msmde ‘was able to eventumlly turn the ‘
Turkish pasitions north of- the river, aftpr wh1ch 1t wes d1:mantlpd and '
used in the Baghded .ares. . -+ = ‘ _

The Aifficulties of nav;gating the Tuphr ateq suggested a rall—'
road Irom Basra . to Nasirige. - - - -

L*kew1=9 the Warrows" in the Tlgrls ‘were bvfpasqed bv a rail
1ins to’ qugpipmant the inland water tranqport from ﬁuzn& to Amara aﬁd
iater extnnded ta Rasra. Dt C L

' Bachdsd was about the head of ncvlgat ofi-on’ the Tigrls. S0,
after its, capture, the distante to-which trOops wpre advxnced th@refrom . )
demanded. reilroads, Tor their maintenance, * L
. .The BXD101tation of -local: ‘respurces was ?ecllltatpd bv a rcil o
line LromvE&ghdad.*o the. middle Baphrates valley. - L

Accordlnﬁly, besides extending 'the. FXIFflﬂg stpndard gqugp linﬁ '
north from Ssmarra, oth-r lines were buils. untl; ot the ‘ckose of the
camualgn, 250 mites -of stendard, 478 miies’ of’ meter gaupe 'Pnd 21 riles
of 2 *t 6.in. g?u?a were in. opérPtlon. h '

e

e e

Tinen Genprﬂl Townshend fought the battle of Xut, In September ‘
1915, the only motor vekicles with the: Brltls% wars two ﬁrmorﬁd c"rs
twe trucka “ﬂd one: notor ambulence.. - -

In Webrue*" 1918, Beneral lLake oFfPred the Tigris Corps one'
hundred trucks. -but- General Aylmer did mot ‘think he could use them.

The growth in the emnloyment of motor transportation following’
the canture of Beghdad was rapid, due to the favorable terrain in Upper
Mesopotamia and to the conetruction and masintenancs, byr the expedition,
of many roads and bridges. At the close of the cammaign about 30 truck
companies were being operated, neesrly all bsing Fords.
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_ | The use of trucks and armorsd cars accounts, in a large measure,
for the Cavalry being more successfully employed, after the capture of
Baghdad ‘then it had been prov1ouq to that nv#nt

8. Unlt ;rar§pprtet10n.

Durlng the first phase of the opﬂratlons, units had their first-
linn Transport, corresponding to our Combat Trains, but were freguently
~without thelr S~cond-Linc Transport, the egquivalent of our Field Treains,
and it was never possitle to supply more’ than 8 frﬁctlon of the command
w1th Divisional Trains.

:‘ . - General Maude gave th@ ubject of ‘transportation with' troops
very ‘careful consideration. To reduce the transportation of forage by
the shipping, as much as possible, it was very desirable that the
transportation with troops. be kept &t .a minirum consistent with thelr,
“possible employment at- reasonsble distances from the river.

.Steps were taken- to equip the force with first and second line
transport &nd with supply-columns sufficient to carry one dav's supnly’
for two cavalry brigades and five infantry divigions, and in sddition
to havo availabla - sufficient transportation to pﬁrmit of two infantry
brigades and a brigade of artillery operating three days from the Tigris.

9 qutpm of. Su E x ' - : : ..
The 1mpeq31b111t1 of malntalnlng anln;te -sghedules for the

operation of river grafi, end intthe -second: period, the distances at
which operations freguently were conducted in advance of rail 1ines made
it impracticable to. employ-a-sistem . of suprly prﬁuiCath on a regulating
‘Station and the dallv automst1c arrlval of thn dav’s ratlon at a given
point :

%

) In addltlon to tkﬂ AdvancP Beeﬂ alrﬁadv rprrrrnd to, gﬁn’rallv
field depots or dumpq were built up near the troops.” In qome instances,
the shortage of land.transport necessitated thé sending forward of a
detachrent +o secure a-site for a field denot, ‘which' when stocked would
become the base of oprrations, for a largér force.

. River steamers, with barges, wrre ssslgned, in-d number of the
operations along the Tigris, to units:as second line transnort and ware’
kept filled by native craft plying Yack and forth frém the nearest base.

In Townshend'!s sdvance to Ctesiphon, -14 days!’ sunplies were ’
carried in river creft for: the entire ‘once davs' accumulated at
Aziziya and from 10 to 12 weeks! at Kutur

In Moude's advance, sfter his bettles around Kut, the Inland
Water Mransport organized what were termed "formntion™ inits, "that is,
ships and. barges spacially loaded with ‘complete frtions far men and
nnlmals for one divislon or brigade *or 80 nﬁnv dqu ; nnd these unlts‘
ware nssigned to each division. ' ' ;

In the-oprrations after the carture of Baghdad, the varlous';
columns employed at. different times, were freguently aqs1gned land
transnort QLff1c1ent to carry the euppllps requiréd for the expected
period of the operations, the column returning to’ within reac? of 1ts )
railroad before tbeqo surﬂlies wore. nxbﬂustod. :

-
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V. SONGLUSION, ..

1, While mich can.be sald "on the polltlcal and strateglcal unimu
portance, in the World Tar, of the Mesopotamia Gampalfn and most milltary
abt%oritles ch waracterige ”t as an unsconomical Pmulovment of forces in a
theater of very minor nnortance, it nevertheless affords many interest-
ing and instructive lessons in the conduct of operations znd the execu-~
tion of assigrned tasks, Therefors, in the time allowed for this lrcture,
no attempt has be-n mzde to traat the cemmaign frqm & v1nwr01nt ‘other:
than that orf its commander in the field, -+ -7

2. Comparing Genrral Maude's orgenization with that of Genrral
Nixon afiords an excellent illustration of th~ advantages accruing %o a
comraadnr of a relatively smell expedition who so orgenizes his forces
that, ~hile commanding the ~xmedition, he is also the logical imm~diate
command-r of th» main fighting front.

2. Th~ campaign is rich in tactical lessons in offense and dnfrnsc
both with and without Naval gun boats cooprrating, and with rivers,
deserts, swarms, #nd defiles as cbstacles.

4, The organization and means for contrelling civil and nolitical
affaires during the csmpaign would make a subject for an instructive &-1
study.

5. The employment of radioc and the airplane during the siege of
Kut introduced new forces to be reckonrd with in such opearations. Their
value as aides in mainteining morale, by keeping the vesieged 1n touch
with the outside world, rchould not be overlooked.

6. There is no cvidence of utilizing, in this campalgn, &ny new or
untried mreans of obtaining military informstion. While the same offilcor
remained in charge of military intelligence throughout the campaign, it
is interesting to note the different results attained in its two phases.
During the first phase there was a very decided tendency to discount
information received from higher authority when it was at variance with
that obtained under the immediste sup~rvision of the nxpedition, often
with disastrous rrsults. On the other hend, during the second phase
all informstion recaived, regardless of its gource, weas carefully welghed,
valanced, and finelly evaluated with surprisingly cccurate results.

7. It is perticulesriy valumble in the lessons it has to offer in
the militery operation of iniend weterweys,

8. A study of this crmoaign drings cut in 2n unusueliy forcible way
the sbsolute necesrity of correctly ertimrting the logisticel reguiroments
for a campalen And by proprr 2nd timely plenning, cssuring thelr fulfill-
ment 1f success is to be nssured.

9. And in conclusion, we wish to recommand the study of this crmpaign,
senncinlly to thosa plenning for expeditions reguiring » long line of com—
munications through on undeveloped country or the esteblishment of a Dose
in such 2 country, in the belief that such » study will geners»lly lead to
a ravision upward of thes metimated time, money, and totsel numb-r of men
required to maintoin & given mumber on the Tighting front.
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