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FAMILY MEMBERS’ BENEFITS/SURVIVORS ASSISTANCE
WORLD WAR II

Provisions for dependents of soldiers were standard, regardless of whether they enlisted or were drafted.  Those provisions included pay allotments (deducted from the soldier's pay and sent directly to dependents), a death gratuity (six month' pay to survivors), eligibility for low‑cost government life insurance, and paid burial expenses.  See:

Oliphant, H.N.  "Have You Got Family Allowance Problems?"  Yank  19 May 1944):  pp. 8‑10.  
Per.



Includes schedule of allotment payments and advice on how to avoid administrative problems.

Redmond, Catherine.  Handbook for Army Wives and Mothers and Other Dependents.  Wash, DC:  
Inf Jrnl, 1944.  252 p.  U766R4.



See esp Chaps 12‑15.

U.S. War Dept.  Allotments of Pay:  Army Regulations 35-5520, dated Sep 1944.  21 p.


AuthPub-AR.

_____.  Gratuity Upon Death:  AR 35-1540, dated Apr 1945.  6 p.  AuthPub-AR.

_____.  Personal Affairs of Military Personnel and Aid for Their Dependents.  Pamphlet, Jan 1943.  
45 p.  U766P373.

_____.  United States Government Life Insurance:  AR 600-100, dated 1942.  26 p.  AuthPub-AR.

SINCE WWII

The policy of appointing an officer "to assist in notification of emergency addressees, or to offer them comfort, assistance, or advice on Government benefits" can be traced back to at least 1951.  (See Special Regulation 600‑400‑10, Sep 1951, Para 1c).  Survivor assistance policy since then can be traced in pertinent regulations, namely:

Reporting and Notifications Pertaining to Casualties and Non‑battle Losses in Noncombat Areas:  

Special Regulations 600-400-10, dated 23 Aug 1954.  AuthPub-SR.
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p.2
Extending Assistance to Families of Deceased and Missing Army Personnel:  AR 608-12, dated 


Sep 1956.  pp. 1‑5.  AuthPub-AR.



And ed of May 1964, pp. 1‑7.

The Army Casualty System:  AR 600-10, dated Jun 1968.  AuthPub-AR.



With Change 1, Mar 1972, Chap 7; and Jan 1976.

U.S. Dept of Army.  Survivor Assistance Officer and Family Services and Assistance Officer 
Handbook:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 608-33, dated Aug 1971.  12 p.


AuthPub-Pams.

_____.  Handbook for Next of Kin of Army Prisoners of War/Missing Personnel:  DA Map 608-34, 


dated Jan 1972.  22 p.  AuthPub-Pams.

_____.  For Your Guidance:  A Guide for the Survivors of Deceased Army Members:  

DA Pam 608-4, dated Feb 1975.  50 p.  AuthPub-Pams.

_____.  For Your Guidance:  DA Pam 20-15, dated Dec 1956.  27 p.  AuthPub-Pams.

U.S. Veterans Administration.  Servicemen's Group Life Insurance Handbook.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 
1971.  37 p.  UB373S48.



And 1975 ed, 58 p.


The program is popularly explained in these sources:

Army Info Digest  (Mar 1965):  pp. 62‑63.  Per.

Soldiers  (Feb 1977):   pp. 6‑10.  Per.

See also:
-Casualty Notification in Casualties-Bib

