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NOTE:	    SITTING BULL AT WEST POINT?








	According to the book cited below, Sitting Bull attended the US Military Academy as a member of the class of 1848.  Using the pseudonym Thomas F.M. McLean, he was appointed from the state of Missouri, but failed to graduate because of a "deficiency in conduct."  It seems he was involved in a drunken brawl at Buttermilk Falls, near West Point, and also "under the cloak of a false marriage," impregnated a local girl, Effie Conklin.  He was later seen by former classmates in Arizona and other areas of the West, where he led Indian raids on settlements.  See:





Johnson, W. Fletcher.  Life of Sitting Bull....  n.p.:  Edgewood, 1891.  pp. 29�36.  E99D1J72.





	Historical accuracy of the above:  None.








	For accurate information on Cadet Thomas McLean, expelled from West Point and who may have lived in Arizona, see the Official Register of the Officers and Cadets of the U.S. Military Academy, West Point, New York  (U410H1A1).








	After Little Big Horn, assertations were made that Sitting Bull was not only a white graduate of West Point, but also a linguist, a Mason and a Catholic.  See Dictionary of American Biography, ed by Dumas Malone (NY:  Scribner's, 1964), Vol IX, p. 193.  Strangely, no one, so far as I know, has ever claimed he was a communist or a former left fielder of the New York Yankees.
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