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Opn DOWNFALL = overall assault on Japanese home islands.

Opn OLYMPIC = first phase of DOWNFALL; invasion of Kyushu by US Sixth Army, scheduled for Nov 1945.

Opn CORONET = second phase of DOWNFALL; invasion of Honshu by US Eighth & Tenth Armies, plus II Amphibious Corps, scheduled for Mar 1946.

GENERAL
Allen, Thomas B., & Polmar, Norman.  "Code-Name Downfall."  Amer Hist  (Oct 1995):

pp. 50-53, 58 & 60-61.  Per.



Excerpted from their book; emphasis on casualty estimates.

_____.  Code-Name Downfall:  The Secret Plan to Invade Japan-and Why Truman Dropped the Bomb. 

NY:  Simon, 1995.   350 p.  D769.2A48.



Incls orders of battle in appendices.

Bauer, K. Jack, & Coox, Alvin C.  "Olympic vs Ketsu‑Go."  Marine Corps Gaz  49 (Aug 1965):


pp. 32‑44.  Per.



Juxtaposition of US & Japanese plans regarding Kyushu.
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Cline, Ray S.  Washington Command Post:  The Operations Division.  In USAWWII series. 


Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1951.  413 p.  D769A533v4pt2.



See Chap XVII.

Enderlin, Lee.  "Greatest of All Invasions."  Mil Hist  (Aug 1985):  pp. 29‑33.  Per.

Frank, Bemis M., & Shaw, Henry I., Jr.  Victory and Occupation.  Vol. V of History of U.S. Marine 
Corps Operations in World War II series.  Wash, DC:  Hist Branch, HQ, USMC, 1968.  


945 p.  D769.369U53v5.



See Pt III, Chap I.

Hayes, Grace P.  The History of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in World War II.  Vol. II:  The Advance to 
Victory.  Mimeo, Hist Sec, JCS, Feb 1954.  pp. 374‑85.  D769.1H39.

Morgan, Henry G., Jr.  Planning the Defeat of Japan:  A Study of Total War Strategy.  Study, 


OCMH, n.d.  197 p.  D767M65.

"Navy Plans for Jap Defeat."  Army & Navy Register  (18 Oct 1945):  p. 4.  Per.

Operation Olympic.  4 microfilm reels.  D767.2O64Microfilm.



Planning and other documents from AFSWPA, FEC, JCS, SCAP, etc.

"Plan for Victory."  Inf Jrnl  51 (Nov 1945):  p. 50.  Per.



Map of planned invasion areas w/proposed order of battle.

"Projected Assault on Japan."  Mil Rev  28 (Jan 1949): pp. 77‑80.  Per.



Overview of DOWNFALL plans.

Skates, John R.  The Invasion of Japan:  Alternative to the Bomb.  Columbia:  U of SC, 1994.  


270 p.  D767.2S56.

Supreme Commander, Allied Powers.  Reports of General MacArthur.  4 vols.  Wash, DC.  GPO, 
1966; orig pub 1950.  D735S8.



See Vol. I, pp. 389‑94 & Chap XIII and Vol. 2, Pt 2, Chaps XVIII‑XIX.

U.S. Army.  Sixth Army.  Report of the Occupation of Japan, 22 September 1945‑30 November 1945.  


n.p., n.d.  98 p., maps.  #03‑6.1945/4.



See brief on OLYMPIC planning, pp. 9‑10.

U.S. War Dept.  Opns Div.  Records of the War Department's Operations Division, 1942-45.  Pt. I:  
WWII Opns.  Series C:  Top Secret Files.  Microfilm by Univ Pubs America, 1993.  


26 reels.  D769.25U552, Micro



See pub guide & Reels #25-26.

_____.  The War Reports of...Marshall...Arnold...King.  Phila:  Lippincott, 1947.  UA24A5.1939/45.



 See Marshall's Third Report, pp. 243‑45, & King's Third Report, pp. 684‑86.
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Vander Linde, Dean M.  "'Downfall':  The American Plans for the Invasion of Japan in


World War II."  MA thesis, MI State U, 1987.  170 p.  D767.2V36.

Walker, Ansil L.  "Greatest Battle Never Fought."  WWII  (Jul 1995):  pp. 22-28.  Per.

Wiser, Mathew D.  “Strategic Plan Downfall:  The Invasion of the Japanese Home Islands—Operation

Olympic and Operation Coronet.”  MA Thesis, CA State-Fresno, 1999.  100 p.  D767.2W57.

VARIOUS SPECIALIZED ASPECTS
Coakley, Robert W., & Leighton, Richard M.  Global Logistics and Strategy, 1943‑45.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1968.  pp. 615‑19.  D769A533v4pt4v2. 

Cushman, Allerton.  "Tank Destroyers...Against Japan."  Field Arty Jrnl  (Feb 1946):  pp. 70-73.

Per.




671st TD Bn's planned role with assault div, Opn Olympic.

Drea, Edward J.  MacArthur's Ultra:  Codebreaking and the War Against Japan, 1942‑45.  Lawrence: 


U of KS, 1992.  296 p. D810C88D66.



See index.

_____.  "Previews of Hell."  MHQ  7 (Spring 1995):  pp. 74-81.  Per.

"From Olympic to Blacklist."  Chap XV of Medical Services in the Asiatic‑Pacific Theater.  Repro 
draft typescript, n.d.  41 p., maps.  D807U6M42.



Part of medical hist USARPAC?  Incls overview of OLYMPIC and BLACKLIST.

MacEachin, Douglas J.  The Final Months of the War With Japan:  Signals Intelligence, U.S. Invasion

Planning, and the A-Bomb Decision.  Wash, DC: CIA, 1998.  ca 150 p.  D810S7M24.

U.S. Army.  81st Inf Div.  The 81st Infantry Wildcat Division in World War II.  Wash, DC:  Inf 
Jrnl, 1948.  Chap 24.  #05‑81.1948.

U.S. Army, Pacific.  Seacoast Artillery Research Board.  "Survey of Japanese Seacoast Artillery."  
Report, 1 Feb 1946.  160 p.  D794.3S97.



Incl photos & charts.

U.S. Southwest Pacific Area.  Army Forces.  Engineers of the Southwest Pacific, 1941‑45.  7 vols.  
Wash, DC:  GPO, 1947.  D795U6A4.



See index each vol.

See also:  

-Bib on Occupation of Japan.
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NOTE ON GEN MARSHALL & TACTICAL ATOMIC BOMBING

Perusal of pertinent sources suggests that the OLYMPIC and CORONET planners at the War Dept OPD and GEN MacArthur's SWPA headquarters were not involved in planning for the use of atmoic bombs.  Not surprisingly, then, no reference to tactical use of such bombs appears in the cited literature, e.g.:

Brown, Anthony Cave, & MacDonald, Charles B., eds.  The Secret History of the Atomic Bomb.  
NY:  Dial, 1977.  p. 529 ff.  UL409.16S4.

Groves, Leslie R.  Now It Can Be Told.  NY:  Harper, 1962. 



Chaps 22‑25.  UL409.16G7.

James, D. Clayton.  The Years of MacArthur.  Vol. II.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1975. 


pp. 763‑778.  E745M3J3v2.

Schoenberger, Walter Smith.  Decision of Destiny.  Athens, OH:  OH U, 1969.  330 p.  D753.9S45.

U.S. Air Force.  Hist Div.  The Army Air Forces in World War II.  Vol. 5.  Chicago:  U of Chicago 
Press, 1953.  pp. 686 ff & 710 ff.  D790A47v5.

U.S. Dept of State.  Foreign Relations of the United States:  The Conference of Berlin, 1945.  Vol. II.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1960.  pp. 1360‑78.  JX233A55.


However, the absence of atomic bombs in written plans does not mean that Marshall did not himself consider their tactical use or would not have been in a position to order OPD or SWPA to alter the plans to allow for such weapons.  The Joint Chiefs of Staff directive for the operation was dated 

25 May 1945 and approved by President Truman on 18 Jun, but the operation itself was not scheduled to commence until early Nov.  It was understood that the May plan was tentative.  Thus, after the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on 6 Aug, for a few‑‑ very few‑‑days Marshall may have questioned its war‑ending "efficacy" and may have considered revising plans by employing atomic bombs in the Nov invasion.  Marshall may have even planned to use A‑bombs in the invasion before Hiroshima.  


Enderlin and Mosley below cite Marshall oral interviews on his consideration to soften the Kyushu beachheads with atomic bombs:  Enderlin cites a 1959 Marshall interview, while Mosley cites a Marshall tape but fails to give the date.  Interestingly, none of the tapes listed in Mosley's bibliography is dated later than 1957.  One can then wonder if Marshall discussed this matter on more than one taped occasion or if Enderlin and Mosley erred in their references to sources?  See:
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Bauer, K. Jack, & Coox, Alvin C.  "Olympic vs. Ketsu‑Go,." cited above.  Per.

Enderlin, Lee.  "Greatest of All Invasions,"  cited above.  Per.

Mosley, Leonard.  Marshall, Hero for Our Times.  NY:  Hearst, 1982.  pp. 338‑340.  E745M37M67.


Marshall's oral recollections of his plan for the invasion, probably recorded more than ten years after the events, must be weighed against other sources, such as the testimony of GEN Groves of the Manhattan Project, who would have encountered difficulties in delivering nine more bombs to the Pacific by the end of Oct.  It is interesting to compare Marshall's recollection, as recorded in Mosley, with Groves' account pp. 352‑353.  Immediately after Hiroshima, the Mosley‑painted Marshall was planning to drop nine more bombs.

NOTE ON CASUALTIES

At a meeting with President Truman, 18 Jun 1945, the Joint Chiefs of Staff identified Nov 1st as the date for the invasion of Kyushu (Opn OLYMPIC).  Invasion of Honshu would follow on 

1 Mar 1946 (Opn CORONET).  According to Gen Marshall at that meeting, the Kyushu assault would require 767,000 troops and the casualties would not exceed those suffered in Luzon ‑‑ 31,000.  Adm

William Leahy pointed out that 35% of the troops engaged in Okinawa became casualties, but Adm Ernest King supported Marshall's low estimate.  Incidentally, no plans were found for the shipment of coffins.  36,000 fixed hospital beds were to be set up in the "objective areas," i.e., Kogoshima, Shibushi and Miyazake, and another 7,000 beds in the Philippines and other Pacific Ocean areas were to be ready for D‑Day casualties, with 11,000 or so additional beds established by D+10.  See:

Feis, Herbert.  Japan Subdued.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton, 1961.  p. 10.  D75.39F35.

Maslowski, Peter.  "Truman, The Bomb, and the Numbers Game."  MHQ  7 (Spring 1995):

pp. 103-07.  Per.

Murray, Williamson.  "Armageddon Revisited."  MHQ  7 (Spring 1995):  pp. 6-11.  Per.

Schoeberger, Walter Smith.  Decision of Destiny.  Athens:  OH U, 1969.  pp. 177‑81.  D753.9S45.

U.S. Army.  Southwest Pacific Area.  General HQ.  Basic Plan for OLYMPIC.  Mimeo, n.d.  
Annexes 3b(1) & 4, p.9.  D767.2U53.
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U.S. Army Medical Service.  "Medical History of the Asiatic‑Pacific Theater."  Draft, n.d.  WWII 
docs.



See Chap XV, p. 18.

PLANNING DOCUMENTS
Allied Forces.  Southwest Pacific Area.  Basic Plan for Olympic Operation.  Mimeo, n.d.  ca 200 p.  


D767.2U53. 

Chamberlin, Stephen J.  Papers.  Arch.



G‑3 U.S. Army Forces, Pacific.  Incl Opns Instr #1 and amendments, Jun‑Aug 1945, concerning invasion Kyushu (ca 300 p).  Also OI #3, 5 Aug 1945; conference AFPAC and CINCPAC, Manila, 15 May 1495; conference CINCPAC and CINCAFPAC, Guam, 21 Jul 1945 (with maps); and AFPAC memo, 7 Aug 1945, on coord of air operations.  (All concern OLYMPIC.)

U.S. Army Forces, Far East.  "Basic Plan for Olympic Operation."  Mimeo, n.d.  ca 200 p., charts, 
maps.  D7672U53.

_____.  "Coronet:  Staff Study Operations."  Mimeo rpt, 15 Aug 1945.  ca 200 p., maps.  WWII docs.

[Missing 9/84.]

_____.  Downfall:  Strategic Plan for Operations in the Japanese Archipelago."  Phototype, 28 May 1945.

14 p., maps.  D7672U5.

_____.  "Olympic:  Staff Study, Operations."  Mimeo, 28 May 1945.  ca 150 p., maps.  D767.2S88.

_____.  "Pastel‑Two:  Cover and Deception."  Staff Study, 30 Jul 1495.  20 p., 4 foldout maps & 
charts.  D767.2S72.



Deception plan OLYMPIC.

U.S. Army Forces, Pacific.  "Basic Logistics Plan for Olympic Operation:  Olympic Planning 
Conference ‑ Manila Agreement...Guam Agreement."  Mimeo, US Naval War College,


8 Mar 1949.  31 p.  D810L642P17.

_____.  GHQ.  "Pastel-Two:  Cover and Deception, Olympic Operations."  Staff Study, 30 Jul 1945.  
25 p., foldouts.  D767.2S72.

U.S. Army.  Sixth Army.  G‑2.  Topographic Sec.  "Consolidated Photo Interpretation Report No 1, 
Southern Kyushu."  Report, 25 Jul 1945.  7 p. & ca 40 maps.  D767.25K9S68.

U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff.  Records of the JCS, 1942‑45.  Microfilmed by Univ Pubs America, 
1981‑82.  Reels #6‑7.  UA23.2J644, Micro. 
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U.S. Joint Intell Study Publishing Beard.  Northern Japan:  Hokkaido:  JANIS 81, Sep 1944.  


ca 500 p., maps.  DS894.218J64.

_____.  Southwest Japan:  Kyushu...Honshu.  JANIS 84, Aug 1944.  ca 1000 p., maps.  DS806J65.

U.S. Naval War College.  "Basic Logistics Plan for Olympic Operation."  Annex 4, CINCPHC Staff 
Study, 28 May 1945, reprinted as course material, 1949.  35 p.  D810L642P17.

U.S. Navy.  Pacific Fleet.  Air Target Maps & Photos:  Southwestern Honshu.  CINCPAC, Oct 
1944.  12 maps.  D767.25H6S68.

_____.  Northern Kyushu.  Info Bulletin 132-45, Aug 1945.  280 p., foldouts.  UA995J3N67.



Maps, data, charts, photos, et al.

_____.  Southern Kyushu.  Bulletin No. 81-45, May 1945.  145 p., foldout maps.  D767.25K9S687.

_____.  HQ.  Olympic Naval and Amphibious Operations.  Joint staff study, 18 Jun 1945.  ca 150 p.,

foldout maps/charts.  D767.2J64.

PERSONAL
Davis, James M.  Top Secret:  The Story of the Invasion of Japan.  Omaha: Ranger, 1985.  29 p.  
D7672D38.



Summary of planning w/commentary.

Dyer, George C.  The Amphibians Came to Conquer:  The Story of Admiral Richard Kelly Turner.

Vol. II.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1972.  pp. 1059‑61 & 1108‑10.  D767D9v2.

Eddleman, Clyde D.  Transcript of interview, 11 Feb 1975.  Arch.



See pp. 1‑7 of transcribed Tape #3.

Hoyt, Edwin P.  How They Won the War in the Pacific:  Nimitz and His Admirals.  NY:  Weybright & Talley, 1970.  pp. 484‑94.  D767H65.

James, D. Clayton.  The Years of MacArthur.  Vol. II, cited above  pp. 765‑70.  E745M3J3v2.

Krueger, Walter.  From Down Under to Nippon: The Story of the Sixth Army in World War II.  
Wash, DC:  Combat Forces Press, 1953.  393 p.  #03‑6.1953.



Sixth Army CG's OLYMPIC comments on pp. 333‑36.

Leahy, William D.  I Was There:  The Personal Story of the Chief of Staff to Presidents Roosevelt and 
Truman Based on His Notes and Diaries Made at the Time.  NY:  Whittlesey, 1950.   pp. 383-

85 & index.  D769L4.
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See also:
‑Papers of John J. Tolson (incl Japanese defense plans) & Edmund J. Winslett (incl photo recon) in Arch.

JAPANESE PERSPECTIVE
Paschall, Rod.  "Olympic Miscalculations."  MHQ  7 (Spring 1995):  p. 62.  Per.



Japanese tactical decisions for expected invasions.

Supreme Cmdr Allied Powers.  Reports of General MacArthur.  Vol. II:  Japanese Operations in 
SWPA.    Wash, DC:  GPO, 1966; reprint of 1950.  D735S8.



See Chaps XVIII-XIX.

U.S. Army Forces, Far East.  Mil Hist Sec.  Air Defense of the Homeland.  Japanese Mono No 23, 
OCMH, 1956.  91 p.  D767.2U55no23.

U.S. Army, Japan.  Foreign Histories Div.  Homeland Operations Record.  Japanese Mono Nos 


17‑20. 
Wash, DC:  OCMH, n.d.  255 p.  D767J3613.



See esp Chap 3.

U.S. Navy.  Pacific Fleet.  Hypothetical Defense of Kyushu.  Translation of Japanese staff exercise 


(Jan 1944) in CINCPAC Bulletin, Jul 1945.  209 p.  D767.25K9H96.

U.S. War Dept.  Mil Intell Div.  Disposition and Movement of Japanese Ground Forces, 1941-45.  
Study, Dec 1945.  ca 50 p., 100 foldout maps.  D767.2D57.

Yancey, Thomas R.  "The Japanese Plan for the Decisive Defense of Kyushu."  Study, Amphib 
Warfare School, USMC, 1948.  60 p.  D767.25K9Y36.

See also:

‑Bib on Japan, WWII.
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MISCELLANEOUS
Coppell, Alfred.  The Burning Mountain:  A Novel of the Invasion of Japan.  NY:  Harcourt, 1983.  
438 p.  PZ4C785BU.

Glantz, David M.  "The Soviet Invasion of Japan."  MHQ  7 (Spring 1995):  pp. 96-97.  Per.

"Operation Coronet."  Inf Jrnl  60 (Jan 1947); pp. 38‑39.  Per. 



Photos of small‑scale maneuvers, Oct 1946, which simulated planned invasion of Honshu.

