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NOTE:    FLAG ARM BANDS, WWII





	The origin of arm bands bearing American flags has not been found, despite searching the microfilm set of World War II Quartermaster General's Heraldic Branch documents.  Unfortunately, the documents in the several hundred reels are not coherently organized, but they include various authorization letters for insignia and technical descriptions of items of equipment, with occasional references to manufacturers.





	We have photographs of WWII airborne soldiers wearing the flag arm bands on file in our Photo Archives (SigC #194180S).  An actual wartime 4" x 5" flag, with holes for lacing, is on display in the Fort Campbell Museum, Heritage Hall, 101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, KY  42223. 





	Brief references to the arm band appear on pages 31 and 33 of Brian L. Davis's U.S. Airborne Forces Europe, 1942�45 (NY:  Arco, 1974;  UC483D38); page 82 of Dwight D. Eisenhower's Crusade in Europe (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1950; D743E352); and pages 67�68 of Gilbert Grosvenor's Insignia and Decorations of the U.S. Armed Forces (Wash, DC:  Nat Geog Soc, 1944; UC533G912).  All three books indicate this flag arm band was worn during the U.S. Landings in North Africa.
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