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NOTE:	   WORLD WAR I ARMISTICE








	From the signing of the armistice concluding World War I to the receipt of the word in the field, approximately five hours elapsed.





	After all�night negotiations, the armistice document war prepared and signed between 5:12 AM and 5:30 AM on 11 Nov 1918.  At the suggestion of Marshal Foch, the effective time was 5:00 AM (Paris time), having been rounded off for simplicity's sake to be effective six hours hence.  The Marshal immediately transmitted via radio and telephone the 11:00 AM cessation to all commanders on all fronts.  General Pershing's diary records receipt of the message at 6:00 AM.  Field� Marshal Haig's headquarters dispatched the armistice instructions at 6:50 AM.
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	Most of the American divisions at or near the front received their armistice instructions well in advance of the 11:00 AM cease�fire time.  (It must be kept in mind that the sources consulted are unofficial histories and times indicate when the division headquarters received notification, not necessarily when their components were informed.)  See:





Adler, Julius Ochs, ed.  History of the Seventy�Seventh Division,  August 25, 1917�November 11, 	1918.  NY:  Wynkoop Hallenbach Crawford, 1919.  p. 100.  #05�77�1919.


		"early morning hours of November 11th"





Dickman, Joseph T.  The Great Crusade:  A Narrative of the World War.  NY:  Appleton, 1927.  


	p. 197.  #05�3�1927.
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English, George H., Jr.  History of the 89th Division, USA, from Its Organization in 1917 Through 	Its Operations In the World War, the Occupation of Germany, and Until Demobilization in 	1919.  Denver, CO:  Smith�Brooks, 1920.  #05�89�1920.


		"9:30"


�
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Field Orders, 1918, 5th Division.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1921.  pp. 166�67.  #05�5�1921.


		Div Field Order implementing armistice terms issued at "8 hours"
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		"at 7 we recieved orders to stop the battle"





Martin, Edward.  The Twenty�Eighth Division, Pennsylvania's Guard in the World War.  Vol 5.  	Norwood, MA:  Plimpton, 1924.  p. 343.  #05�28�1924v5.


		"at 8:10 o'clock word was received of the approaching Armistice"





Sherwood, Elmer.  The Diary of a Rainbow Veteran, Written at the Front.  Terre Haute, IN:  	Moore�Langen, 1929.  p. 215.  #05�42� 1929.


		"Battalion headquarters received the news via wireless at 9:30 . . ."





Spalding, Oliver Lyman, and Wright, John Womack.  The Second Division, American Expeditionary 	Forces in France, 1917�1919.  NY:  Hillman, 1937.  p. 226.  #05�2�1937.


		"a formal division order, issued at 10.00"





Taylor, Emerson Gifford.  New England in France, 1917�1919:  A History of the Twenty�Sixth 	Division, U.S.A.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1920.  p. 273.  #05�26�1920/2.


		"5:45 o'clock November 11"





	One of the above histories indicates some difficulty in dispersing the orders from division headquarters to the troops at the front.  In The 32nd Division . . . (05�32�1920), General Haan notes that it took a little over three hours to get the word spread throughout the division.  There are several instances of far�advanced units receiving belated instructions to cease fire at 11:00, specifically in the 2d and 89th U.S. Inf Divs.  The motives of the 178th Bde of the 89th Div are called into question in two sources, Marshal and Nickerson both indicating that the unit may have been seeking more� than�rustic billets before the impending armistice went into effect.  References:
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	While on the surface it appears as though the cease fire came with no warnings, the divisions having only six hours to implement, the fact is that both troops and their commanders were aware that the Compiegne negotiations were in progress.  At the higher level, where planning for the event would necessarily commence, Pershing was keenly aware that an armistice was in the works.  Throughout October, despite being ill with the flu, he had lobbied for an unconditional surrender, pushing his case �
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to the point that Secretary of War Baker requested that he be officially reprimanded for perceived insubordination.  For evidence of Pershing's plans for the imminent ceasefire, see p. 400, Vol 9, United States Army in the World War, 1917�1919 (D570A4U54v9).











See also:


� Coffman, ppl 340�43, & Pershing, pp. 359�69 (both cited above).


- Lowry, Bullitt.  "Pershing and the Armistice."  Jrnl Amer Hist 55 (Sep 1968):  pp. 281-91.  Per.
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