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NOTE:  ITALIAN DEFENSES ALONG AUSTRIAN BORDER, WWI

By 1912 Italy had completed a fortification effort on its eastern frontier, consisting of a series of forts constructed on the principal lines of communication.  They were emplaced on the Friuli plain to entrap the enemy between the Tagliamento River and fortified points at Codroipo and Latisana and a series of fortified points at San Danile del Friuli.  See:

Italy.  Ministero della Guerra.  L'Esercito Italiano Nella Grande Guerra (1915‑18).  Vol. 2.  Rome:  
Instituto Poligrafico dello Stato, 1929.  D569A2A35.



Pages 1‑12 refer to Italian war plans and their evolution from 19th cent.


A search in the series L'Esercito Italiano Nella Grande Guerra (1915‑18) uncovered in 

Vol 1‑Bis, pp. 62‑63, a listing of permanent Italian and Austrian defenses along the old border.  Annex 46‑A in that same vol refers to bridgeheads at Codroipo and Latisana.  In Vol 2‑Bis, pp. 39‑50 are Italian and Austrian directives regarding preparations for war and the status of permanent fortifications, in addition to ongoing work on trenches, barbed‑wire fencing, tunnels, etc.  These directives are dated Jan‑May 1915.


One must surmise that this defensive line figured in some way in the twelve battles of the Isonzo, Caporetto, and the Piave.  Several maps suggest this by showing, the disposition of the Italian Army in the Northeast, Jul 1913, and the Isonzo‑Tagliamento region with its lines of commmunication.  These maps appear in a compendium of the aforementioned official history‑‑Vol 11‑ter, Le Operazioni del 1915 (Carte e Schizzi).  See also this report:


Dall'Isonzo al Piave, 24 Ottobre ‑ 9 Novembre  1917.  Vol 11:  Le Cause e le Responsabilita degli Avenimenti.  Rome:  Stabilimento Poligrafico per L'Administrazione della Guerra, 1919.  Baj‑Macario.  Pages 83‑99 discuss the efficiency of the various Italian defensive preparations in the Northeast and contain some photographs of fortified points.

