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NOTE:    HOW MANY GERMANS ESCAPED VIA FALAISE GAP?

No source consulted seems certain of the number of German troops and tanks that escaped through the Argentan‑Falaise gap, Aug 1944.  Most estimates fall between 20,000 and 40,000, which is the range Martin Blumenson gives in Breakout and Pursuit (Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1961; D769A533), p. 555.  Many other historians recite his figures.  Paul Carrell gives a relatively high estimate of 50,000 men in Invasion:  They're Coming (NY:  Dutton, 1963; D756S3132), p. 268.  General Heinrich Ebernach, in the USAREUR Foreign Military Study #A‑922, p. 27, estimates that 20,000 Germans escaped from the Allied pocket.  James Lucas, The Battle of Normandy:  The Falaise Gap (NY:  Homes and Meier, 1978, D756.5N6L8), p. 160, cites an unspecified German historian who also estimated the escapees at 20,000.  The Simon and Schuster Encyclopedia of World War II, (NY:  Simon & Schuster, 1978; D740S57), p. 28, and Charles B. MacDonald, The Mighty Endeavor (NY:  Oxford U, 1969; D756M27), p. 318, agree on 35,000 men.  Page 85 of Liberation (Alexandria, VA:  Time‑Life, 1978; D7565N6F5513), p. 334, reveals that Blumenson, John Elting and MacDonald agree on 40,000.  Other authors are less specific, citing only "thousands" or "a large number".


Fewer historians venture to estimate the number of tanks that escaped.  General Ebernach (see above) estimates that 50 guns and 25 tanks escaped.  Generalleutnant Hans Speidel, cited by 

Eddy Florentin in The Battle of the Falaise Gap (NY:  Hawthorn, 1967; D756.5N6F5513), p. 334, puts the number at 100.  Generalfeldmarschall Walter Model (cited by Florentin, p. 335) estimates from 55 to 66 tanks got through.  MacDonald's Mighty Endeavor (p. 318) says that approximately 500 tanks and assault guns were left behind.  See:
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