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NOTE:    U.S. FORCES, NEW CALEDONIA








The following divisions were stationed in New Caledonia:





	Americal Division �� 12 Mar � 8 Dec 1942


	25th Inf Div 	    �� ca 3 Feb � 17 Dec 1944


	43rd Inf Div	    �� 6 Nov 1942 � 13 Feb 1943


	81st Inf Div	    �� 3 Jan � 2 Jun 1945


	3d New Zea Div   �� Advance elements arrived shortly after 18 Oct 1942.  First large�sized contingent arrived 11 Nov 1942 and the last near end of Feb 1943.  Departed Aug 1943, but elements returned for varying periods, Jul�Oct 1945.





Sources:





Gillespie, Oliver A.  The Pacific.  In the series Official History of New Zealand in the Second World 	War 1939�45.  Wellington, NZ:  War History Branch, Dept of Internal Affairs, 1952.  


	p. 87�88, 118 & 119�201.  D767.85G53.





U.S. Dept of Army.  Office, Chief of Mil Hist.  Order of Battle of the United States Army Ground 	Forces in World War II:  Pacific Theater of Operations.  Wash, DC, 1959.  pp. 462, 576, 	606�607 & 645�647.  D767U52.








	US Marine units stationed on New Caledonia were the 1st Parachute Battalion, 1st Raider Battalion, 4th Base Depot, and elements of the 1st Marine Air Wing.  Ref:





U.S. Marine Corps.  Historical Branch.  History of US Marine Corps Operations in World War II.  


	5 vols.  Wash, DC:  HQ, USMC, 1963�1968.  D769.369U53.


		See Vol I, p. 371; Vol II, p. 37; Vol IV, p. 16; and Vol V, p. 717.








	As a major Pacific base, New Caledonia contained numerous support and garrison units.  The history of HQ, US Army Service Command (New Caledonia) is in the microfilm series "Historical Documents, World War II.," Items 961 & 962 of Reel #140, contain reports, photographs, and other pertinent documents, including lists of the command's component units.  This microfilm was prepared from the Adjutant's General's World War II Operations Report Collection, now in the National Archives.  MHI's incomplete set of this collection does not include the pertinent reels.
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	U.S. Army Air Force units present on New Caledonia included the 11th Heavy Bombardment Group and the 67th Fighter Squadron arrived in 1942.  Ref:





Miller, John, Jr.  Guadalcanal.  In the series USAWWII.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1949.  pp. 27 & 87.  	D769A533v.2pt.2.








	One patron doubted the accuracy of certain information appearing in Order of Battle of the United States Army Ground Forces in World War II:  Pacific Theater of Operations, which outlines the organizational history of US Army Forces in the South Pacific Area (USAFISPA).  The account fails to mention Army Task Force 6814, which arrived on New Caledonia 12 Mar 1942 and later became the nucleus of the Americal Division.





	This ommission may be partly explained by the fact that USAFISPA was not established until 7 Jul 1942 under MG Millard F. Harmon.  US Army ground forces in the South Pacific Area before that date, such as TF 6814, were apparently under Admiral Ghormley's direct control.  See Ray S. Cline's Washington Command Post:  The Operations Division (Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1951; D769A533v.4pt.2), pp. 378 and 380.





	Information on TF 6814 appears elsewhere in the WWII Pacific Order of Battle, that is, in the sections on island commands (p. 200) and divisions (pp. 645�647).











See also:


U.S. Army Service Forces.  Army Information Branch.  A Pocket Guide to New Caledonia.  Rev ed.  Wash, DC:  US War and Navy Dept, 1944.  59 p.  U113.3N425P62.


		Also 1943 ed, 58 p., slightly different.
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