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NOTE:    US PLANS TO INVADE JAVA, 1945

There is ample evidence of General MacArthur's intentions and preliminary plans for an Allied invasion of Java.  Whether or not it was "serious planning" is another question.Consider General MacArthur's own words on the subject revealed in his published Reminiscences (NY:  McGraw‑Hill, 1964; E745M3A34), p. 256:

After the Borneo campaign, I had planned to proceed with the Australian troops

to Java and to retake the Netherlands East Indies... But for reasons I have never

been able to discover, the proposed movement was summarily vetoed by

Washington‑‑even in the face of my assurance that its full success was certain

at minor cost.


In Feb 1945, General MacArthur informed Chief of Staff George C. Marshall that he anticipated his Australian forces could reach Java by about 27 Jun 1945.  Further, he argued that a Java campaign would enable him to put into action the restive Australian (not American) troops.  See:

Hays, Grace P.  The History of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in World War II:  The War Against Japan.  
Vol. II:  The Advance to Victory.  Wash, DC:  Hist Sect, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Feb 1954.  


pp. 365‑367.  UA23.65A45.


Meanwhile, the Operations Section of General MacArthur's headquarters outlined a plan for future operations in the Southern Philippines and the Netherlands East Indies (NEI).  The overall plan was code‑named Montclair, with the NEI operations designated Oboe.  Oboe Plans I through VI were formulated, of which Oboe IV was specifically designed for the reoccupation of the main provinces on Java.  References:

Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers.  Reports of General MacArthur:  The Campaigns of 
MacArthur in the Pacific.  Vol. I.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1966, orig pub, Tokyo, 1953.  p. 327.  
D735S8v.1.

Code Names Dictionary.  [Ed by Frederick G. Ruffner, Jr.]  Detroit, MI:  Gale Research, 1963. 


 pp. 358‑359.  RefColl.


Unfortunately, our holdings do not include the Oboe IV plan, although we have on file Oboes I, II and VI (WWII docs).  Additionally, we have on file the overall Montclair plan, as follows:
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p.2
Allied Forces.  Southwest Pacific Area.  General Headquarters, G‑3.  "Basic Plan for Montclair 
Operations," 3d ed, 8 Apr 1945, including earlier eds.  Mimeo, 24 p. (basic plan), plus 
additional charts & annexs.  D767B36.



See esp pp. 3‑4 of basic plan, dated 25 Feb 1945, which specifies Java as an objective.



Also, Annex 5b (Civil Affairs), p. 3, specifies the number of officers and men assigned to Oboe IV.

See also:

James, D. Clayton.  The Years of MacArthur.  Vol. II.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 1975. 


pp. 712‑713, 715‑717, 757, 894 & 896.  D745M3J3v.2.

Long, Gavin.  The Final Campaigns.  Canberra:  Australian War Memorial, 1963.  pp. 41, 47‑49.  
D767.8L6.

