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BOMBING OF DRESDEN, FEB 1945

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources


Controversial bombing of historic German city that had become a refugee center.  It occurred late in the European war, when continuation of the Allied strategic bombing offensive can be questioned.  British and American bombers conducted the most destructive raid on 13-15 Feb 1945, creating the huge firestorm that caused most of the devastation.  Exact numbers of civilian casualties are unknown, but reputable estimates range from 25,000-60,000 killed.  See:

Beck, Earl R.  Under the Bombs:  The German Home Front, 1942-1945.  Lexington, KY:  U KY, 
1986.  252 p.  D757B42.



Overview of urban bombing; see esp pp. 177-80 on Dresden.

Bond, Horatio, ed.  Fire and the Air War.  Boston:  Natl Fire Protect Assn, 1946.  262 p.  
UG700F57.



Expert assessments of specific fires & counter measures;  see index.

Clodfelter, Mark A.  "Culminatin Dresden:  1945."  Aerospace Hist  26 (Sep 1979):  pp. 134-47.  
Per.

Conroy, Richard A.  "Operation Thunderclap:  The Bombing of Dresden."  Student paper, AWC, 
Mar 1989.  61 p.  Arch.



Examines bombing policies, public relations and just war doctrines.

"Historical Analysis of the 14-15 February 1945 Bombings of Dresden."  Study (by US defense 
agency?), 1950's?  34 p.  D757.9D7H47.

Irving, David J.  The Destruction of Dresden.  London:  Kimber, 1963.  255 p.  D757.9D7I7.



General account w/ photos.

Kirchenpauer, Wilhelm, & Heitman, H.  “The Bombing of Dresden in February 1945.”  Germany?:  

EUCOM, Hist Div, 1948?  7 p.  FMS-P-50.

McKee, Alexander.  Dresden 1945:  The Devil's Tinderbox.  NY:  Stein & Day, 1971.  490 p.


D756M28.

Parish, Thomas, ed.  Simon and Schuster Encyclopedia of World War II.  NY:  Simon & Schuster, 
1978.  pp. 163-64.  D740S57.

Rodenberger, Axel.  Der Tod von Dresden.  Dortmund, Germany:  Muller, 1953.  200 p.

D757.9D7R62.
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Smith, Melden E.  "The Bombing of Dresden Reconsidered:  A Study in Wartime Decision Making."  
294 p.  D757.9D7S6.



Thesis, Boston U:  1971.

Spencer, Andrew J.  "Of Literature and Legend:  German Writers and the Bombing of Dresden."  


Ph.D., dss, Ohio State U:  1992.  305 p.  D757.9D7S63.

See also:
-Ethics & Bombing, WWII in Ethics-War-Bib & Strategic Bombing, WWII in Air-WWII-Bib.

