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NOTE:
ARMOR RIVER CROSSINGS, WWII
A Research Note

Pertinent research reports prepared by in the 1950s:

Brubaker, Elbridge L.  "Armor in River Crossings."  Ft. Knox, KY:  Armor School, 1949/50.  84 p.  


U205A75.



Studies of 9th Arm Div at Rhine, 6th Arm Div at the Our, & 747th Tank Bn at the 



Roer.

Grow, Robert W.  “Armor and Mobility in Maintaining the Momentum of a River Crossing:


Examples from the Lorraine Campaign.”  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1952?  12 p.  D756.5L6G7.

Moore, Herbert S.  "Armor in the Deliberate River Crossing."  Ft. Knox, KY:  Armor School, 1952.  


91 p.  UE320A75.



Doctrinal study.

"The Separate Tank Battalion in Support of Infantry in River Crossing Operations, European Theater 


of Operations."  Committee 16, Officers Advanced Course, 1949/50.  128 p.  D793S46.

Pertinent field manuals include these:

U.S. War Dept.  Armored Force Field Manual, Tactics and Technique:  Field Manual 17-10, dated 


Mar 1942.  AuthPub-FM.



See esp pp. 134‑42.

_____.  Field Service Regulations, Operations:  Field Manual 100-5, dated 1941.  pp. 192‑200.


AuthPub-FM.



See also FM 100‑5, Aug 1949, pp. 181‑89.

_____.  Tank Battalion:  Field Manual 17-33, dated Sep 1949.  514 p.  AuthPub-FM.



See esp pp. 366‑76.


No detailed report or study of river crossing operations was found in a quick search of our unit history holdings, other than the 29‑page Nancy Bridgehead, prepared by Combat Command A, 4th Arm Div (Ft Knox, 1949; #05‑4AR‑1946).  A methodical screening of all the pertinent unit histories, as well as other WWII campaign narratives, should uncover bits and pieces of pertinent information.
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A brief but detailed article by Charles E. Wright, "Moselle River Crossing at Catternom," appears in Arm Cav Jrnl (later Armor), Vol. 57 (Jan‑Feb 1948), pp. 50‑53.  Additional articles may be found in other issues and in related journals, such as Military Engineer.


Our manuscript collections include material of a number of World War II veterans and units.  Especially promising, it appears, for river‑crossing research is the collection of the 66th Arm Regt.


A unique source for information on German and Russian armor in river crossings is the series of Foreign Military Studies of U.S. Army Europe and predecessor commands.  See the index to the series on subjects "Armored Operations" and "River Crossings."  We have English‑language copies of most of the reports.

