USAMHI








Artillery-To 1900

HistServices

26 Dec 01

EARLY ARTILLERY

(Emphasis on US Experience)

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

CONTENTS

Gen/Misc….p.1

Ancient/Honorable, MA….p.2

RevWar….p.3

War 1812….p.4

Mexican War….p.4

Civil War (see separate bib)

Indian Wars….p.4

Spanish-American War….p.6

Non-US….p.7

GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS

Birkhimer, William E.  Historical Sketch of the Organization, Administration, Materiel and Tactics of the Artillery, United States Army.  Wash, DC:  Chapman, 1884.  406 p.  UA30B57.

Dastrup, Boyd L.  King of Battle:  A Branch History of the U.S. Army's Field Artillery.  Ft Monroe, VA:  Cmd History, TRADOC, 1993.  381 p.  UA30D37.



See Chaps 1-3.

Dorrance, William H.  “Campaigns of the U.S. Heavy Artillery, 1821-1901.”  Periodical 

24 (Summer 1997):  pp. 3-19.  Per.

Downey, Fairfax.  Sound of the Guns:  The Story of American Artillery....  NY:  McKay, 1955.  


337 p.  UF23D68.



Popular survey of artillery arm.

Eustis, Abraham.  Papers.  1 bx.  Arch.



Photocopied pers corresp 1831-43 & off. orders 1811-12 from Ft Adams, Newport, RI.
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p.2
Falk, Stanley L.  "Artillery for the Land Service:  The Development of a System."  Mil Affairs  28 


(Fall 1964):  pp. 97-110.  Per.



Preparation of first US system, 1818-49, culminating in Mordecai's publication.

Griswold, Gillett.  "Systems of Artillery for the Land Service of the U.S., 1775-1975."  Photocopy of typescript, US Army Field Arty Museum, Ft Sill, OK, n.d. 14 p.  UF23G74a.  



Incomplete; only goes to 1865.

Haskin, William L.  “The Organization and Material of Field Artillery in the US Army Before the

Civil War.”  Jrnl Mil Svce Inst US  3 (1882):  pp. 403-16.  Per.

Hunt, Henry J.  “Our Experience in Artillery Administration.”  Jrnl Mil Svce Inst US  12 (1891):


pp. 197-224.  Per.

McConachy, Bruce.  “The Roots of Artillery Doctrine:  Napoleonic Artillery Tactics Reconsidered.”


Jrnl Mil Hist  65 (Jul 2001):  pp. 617-40.  Per.

Steele, Brett D.  “The Ballistics Revolution:  Military and Scientific Change from Robins to

Napoleon.”  PhD dss, U MN, 1994.  271 p.  UF820S73.

U.S. Army.  Field Arty Sch.   History of the Development of Field Artillery Materiel.  Ft. Sill, OK:


Memo, 1941.  83 p.  UG400H57.

ANCIENT & HONORABLE ARTY COMPANY, MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts.  Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company.  Rules and Regulations of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company:  Also, a Complete List of the Commanding Officers and Chaplains.  Boston:  Mudge & Son, 1863.  44 p.  UA258A5A44.

_____.  Rules and Regulations of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts 
Adopted 1657‑Revised 1902, with a Copy of the Charter and the Manner of Celebrating the 
Anniversary Day of the Company.  Boston:  Mudge, 1902.  38 p.  UA258A5A44.

_____.  Historical Sketch of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts:  
Chartered 1638, and Catalogue of Museum of the Company, 1909.  Boston:  Mudge, 1909?  
77 p.  UA258A5A53.

_____.  Two Hundred and Eighty‑Seventh Anniversary of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company of Massachusetts:  Commemorative of Captain Robert Keayne, Its First Commander 
...June 1st, 1925.  Boston:  Fleming‑Hughes‑Rogers, 1925?  21 p.  UA258A5A54.

_____.  300th Anniversary of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, June 6th, 1938.  Boston: 
 Crosby, 1938.  38 p.  UA258A5A54.

Early Artillery










p.3
Roberts, Oliver A.  History of the Military Company of Massachusetts, Now Called the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company of Massachusetts, 1637‑1888.  4 vols.  Boston:  Mudge & Son, 
1895‑1901.  UA258A5R72.

Smith, Justin H.  The Historie Book:  Done to Keep in Lasting Remembrance the Joyous Meeting 
of the Honorable Artillery Company of London and the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company of the Massachusetts in the Towne of Boston, A.D., 1903.  Norwood, MA:  
Norwood, 1903.  176 p.  UA258A5S65.

Whitman, Zachariah G., comp.  An Historical Sketch of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery 
Company;  From Its Formation in the Year 1637, to the Present Time.  Boston:  Company, 
1820.  199 p.  UA258W5RareBook.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR

Boatner, Mark M.  Encyclopedia of the American Revolution.  NY:  McKay, 1966.  pp. 44‑45.  
E208B68.

Callahan, North.  Henry Knox, General Washington's General.  South Brunswick, NY:  Barnes, 
1958.  pp. 162 & 181ff.  E207K74C18.

Downey, Fairfax.  "'No Artillery Better Served':  The Beginnings of U.S. Artillery‑Trenton,
Princeton and Monmouth Court House."  Army Combat Forces Jrnl  6 (Sep 1955):  pp. 54‑58. 
Per.

Evans, Robert M.  "The King of Battle:  Ruler of Yorktown."  Field Arty Jrnl  49 (Sep/Oct 1981):  
pp. 30‑31.  Per.

Fredrick, John.  "Firing the Molly Stark."  Army  29 (July 1979):  pp. 25‑28.  Per.



Rev War cannon still fired periodically at New Boston, NH.

Muller, John.  A Treatise of Artillery:  Containing General Constructions of Brass and Iron Guns 
used by Sea and Land, and their Carriages, General Constructions of Mortars and Howitzers, 
their Beds and Carriages...  London:  Millan, 1780; orig pub 1757 and reprinted 1779.  


208 p.  UF144M95RareBook.



Initially used by Continental Army.

O'Donnell, Dick.  "The Firing of Molly Stark."  Periodical  14 (Jun 1986):  pp. 45‑51.  Per.



Rev War cannon still fired on occasion.

Peterson, Harold L.  Round Shot and Rammers.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1969.  pp. 56‑60.  
UF15P47.
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p.4
Thompson, John M.  “Citizens and Soldiers:  Henry Knox and the Development of American Military

Thought and Practice.”  PhD dss, U NC, 2000.  291 p.  E207K74T46.

U.S. Army.  Field Arty Sch.   History of the Development…, cited above, pp. 27-33.  UG400H57.

Weller, Jac.  "Guns of Destiny:  Field Artillery in the Trenton‑Princeton Campaign, 25 Dec 1776 to 3 
Jan 1777."  Mil Affairs  20 (Spring 1956):  pp. 1‑15.  Per.

See also:  

‑Carlisle Barracks Coll, Arch; & Sol Feinstone Coll, Microfilm.

WAR OF 1812

Baughman, John.  Diary, 1812-15.  War of 1812 Misc Coll, Arch.



Armistead’s Artillery.

MEXICAN WAR

Duncan, James A.  Papers.  Arch.



A/2nd US Arty.

U.S. Army.  Field Arty Sch.   History of the Development…, cited above, pp. 34-38.  UG400H57.

Webster, Lucien B.  Letters.  Smith-Kirby-Webster-Black-Danner Family Papers, Arch.



C/1st US Arty.

INDIAN WARS

Birkhimer, William E.  Historical Sketch of the Organization Administration, Materiel and Tactics of 
the Artillery, United States Army.  Wash, DC:  Chapman, 1884.  406 p.  UA30B57.

Dastrup, Boyd L.  King of Battle:  A Branch History of the U.S.  Army's Field Artillery.  


Ft Monroe, VA:  TRADOC Hist Off, 1992.  381 p.  UA30D37.



See Chap V.

Farrow's Military Encyclopedia.  3 vols.  NY:  Farrow, 1885.  U24F24RefColl.



See, for example, Vol. II, p. 57, on the Hotchkiss gun.
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p.5
Parker, John H.  Tactical Organizations and Uses of Machine Guns in the Field.  Kansas City, MO:  
Hudson‑Kimberly, 1899.  208 p.  UL310P37.



See pp. 30‑31 on Gatlings in Bannock War of 1878.

Parkhurst, C.D.  "Mountain Artillery."  Jrnl Mil Svce Inst US  11 (Jan 1890):  pp. 50‑56.  Per.



Also pp. 330‑33 for commentary on this article.

Roberts, Larry D.  "The Artillery in the West from 1866 to 1890." PhD dss, OK State Univ, 
Stillwater, 1981.  270 p.  UF23R62.

Trussell, John B.B.  "The Redlegs:  American Artillery in Action."  Typescript, n.d.  373 p.  
UA30T7.



See Chaps XX and XXI.

U.S. Army Board.  Instructions for Mountain Artillery.  Wash, DC:  Gideon, 1851.  38 p., 4 plates.  UC72A4, RareBk.

U.S. War Dept.  Board of Artillery Officers.  Instruction for Field Artillery.  Phila:  Lippincott, 1863.  
348 p., 88 plates; UF403I57.

_____.  Ordnance Dept.  Handbook of the Hotchkiss 2‑Pounder Mountain Gun, Caliber 42mm or 1.65 
Inches.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1903.  19 p., 12 plates.  UL303A62GH36.

Utley, Robert M.  Frontier Regulars.  NY:  Macmillan, 1973.  462 p.  E83.866U86.



See esp. pp. 72‑73 on the Hotchkiss mountain gun and Gatling gun.  See also Utley's Frontiersmen in Blue (E83.84U8), p. 28, on 12‑pound mountain howitzer.

_____.  The Last Days of the Sioux Nation.  New Haven:  Yale, 1963.  314 p.  E99D1U9.



Incls info on CPT Allyn Capron's Battery E, 1st U.S. Arty at Wounded Knee (e.g., pp. 201‑02).

Wahl, Paul, & Toppel, Donald R.  The Gatling Gun.  NY:  Arco, 1965.  168 p.  UF620G3W3.



See pp. 80‑82.

Whitman, S.E.  The Troopers.  NY:  Hasting, 1962.  256 p.  U766W44.



See pp. 185‑88 on Gatling, Hotchkiss and Coehorn mortar.

Willmarth, Philip R.  "Artillery on the Western Frontier."  Field Arty Jrnl  39 (Jul/Aug 1949):  


pp. 162‑64.  Per.
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p.6
See also:
‑Bibs on campaigns in which machine guns or light artillery were used, e.g.:  Washita (1868), Modoc (1872), Red River (1874‑75), Sioux (1876), Nez Perce (1877), and Wounded Knee (1890‑91); 

UA24.A7.1878B, pp. 94‑95, et al.; Gatling Guns & Machine Guns in Weapons; Hunt's testimony on Army reorg.

‑Numerous pertinent collections of personal papers on the Indian Wars, including those of Edward S. Godfrey, who served in the Little Big Horn and Wounded Knee campaigns, Luther Bradley, George Crook, Eugene Car, and the Order of Indian Wars veterans association.

‑Lt. John Wesley Turner's holographic diary, along with a typed typescript, Arch, concerns Col. George Wright's campaign against the Yakima Indians, Mar‑Jul 1856, and contains references to the mountain howitzers of Battery L, 3d U.S. arty in which Turner served.

SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR

Dastrup, Boyd L.  "Field Artillery Tactics in the Spanish-American War."  Field Arty  (Aug 1990):


pp. 34-35.  Per.

(Note on U.S. Artillery Weapons)

The standard light field piece of 1898 was the breech‑loading 3.2‑ inch steel gun.  In addition, the few batteries that fought in the Santiago campaign had one Hotchkiss revolving cannon, one pneumatic dynamite gun, four Gatlings, four 5‑inch siege rifles, four 7‑inch howitzers, and eight 3.6‑inch mortars.  See:

Cosmas, Graham A.  An Army for Empire.  Columbia, MO:  U MO, 1971.  p. 8.  E725.3C6.

Downey, Fairfax.  Sound of the Guns.  NY:  McKay, 1956.  p. 182.  UF23D68.


At least four models of the 3.2‑inch gun existed in the 1890s:  the Gerdom, Dashiell, Fletcher, and Seabury; seep. 38 of the War Dept's Annual Report, 1897:  Report of the Chief of Ordnance (UF510.3A15).  For detailed descriptions/drawings see Appendices 33 and 34 of the 1884 Report of Sec War:  Report of the Chief of Ordnance, Vol. III.  Also, see Appendix 57 of the 1885 Ordnance Report (UF510.3A15).


Model 1897, 3.2‑inch gun parts list and technical comparisons of Models 1885, 1890 & 1897 appear on pp. 461‑88 of George L. Lohrer's Ordnance Supply Manual (Wash, DC:  GPO, 1904;  UF523A15).


As of 1879 and 1917, the wooden parts of the carriage were painted olive.  In 1879, the metal parts were painted black, while in 1917 Graphite No 38 was applied.  Further research is needed to reveal which metal paint, back or graphite, was in use during the Spanish‑American War.  References:

Early Artillery










p.7
U.S. Ordnance Board.  Machines for Siege and Garrison Service, Mechanical Manoeuvres, Painters, 
Lackers, etc:  Ordnance Memorandum No 23.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1879.  UL164.3M32.



See esp p. 106.

U.S. Ordnance Department.  Instructions for Mounting, Using, and Caring for 5‑Inch Barbette 


Carriages, Model of 1896:  No 1683.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1917.  UL350.5I56.



See pp. 12‑14 on care of the carriage.

See also:
‑Papers of Johnson Hagood & diary of William A. Kobbe, and the Spanish‑American War Veterans Survey, Arch.

NON-US EXPERIENCE

Barthorp, Michael.  “The Mountain Gun.”  Mil Illus  (Nov 1994):  pp. 36-39.  Per.



British “screw guns” in 19th century India/Afghanistan.

Webb, Henry J.  “Elizabethan Field Artillery.”  Mil Affairs  19 (Winter 1955):  pp. 197-202.  Per.

