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GENERAL SURVEY


Since 1775, the US Army Quartermaster Dept has held primary responsibility for the disposition of deceased military personnel.  Until the 20th century, battlefield conditions rather than official policy appear to have influenced the where and how of burials.


Information is scarce on disposition of remains during the Rev War.  Battlefield burials receive no mention in histories of the war of its battles, nor in the 39‑vol Writings of George Washington or Erna Risch's Supplying Washington's Army….


Research here also uncovered no substantive info on care of the dead during the War of 1812, the Seminole Wars, or the Black Hawk War.  Post‑battle conditions determined how, if at all, soldiers were buried.  Efforts to move the remains to nearby post cemeteries, if practicable, appear to have been made.


Large numbers of deaths from both disease and combat occurred outside the US for the first time during the Mexican War.  Secondary sources here reveal little info on disposition of soldiers who died of disease or in battle.  They were probably buried near their place of death.  In 1850, Congress appropriated funds for a military cemetery in Mexico City, the first such cemetery established either at home or abroad.  Several hundred bodies were eventually exhumed from Mexican War battle sites and relocated there.
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Early in the Civil War, hasty and mass burials occurred without benefit of identification and documentation, because the large number of casualties were both unanticipated and unmanageable.  As late in the war as 1863, specific reference to mass graves appears in the report of Samuel Weaver, who was responsible for relocating Union dead from battlefield gravesites to the newly‑established National Cemetery after the Jul 1863 Battle of Gettysburg.  By war's end, however, the National Cemetery system became firmly entrenched in the Federal government.


For the various Indian Wars sites, see National Park Service's Soldier and Brave:  Historic Places Associated With the Indian Wars in the Trans-Mississippi West (Wash, DC:  NPS, 1971; E81U55).  It lists historic sites, describes their significance and present condition, and includes info on extant cemeteries.

GEN/MISC

Williams, Mary L.  “Care of the Dead (and Lack of It) at 19th Century Posts.”  Periodical 

13 (May 1984):  pp. 14-30.  Per.

REVOLUTIONARY WAR THROUGH THE 1830s

Berton, Pierre.  Flames Across the Border:  The Canadian‑American Tragedy, 1813‑14.  Boston:  
Little, Brown, 1981.  pp. 340‑41.  E355B46.

Eby, Cecil.  "That Disgraceful Affair":  The Black Hawk War.  NY:  W.W. Norton, 1973.  


pp. 224‑25.  E83.83E29.

Hasenauer, Heike.  “War of 1812 Graves Found in Canada.”  Soldiers  43 (Jun 1988):  pp. 8-10.  Per.



Spring 1987 find of US burial from Fort Erie Campaign.

Mahon, John K.  History of the Second Seminole War, 1835‑42.  Gainesville:  Florida U, 1967.  
pp. 158‑59.  E83.835M3.

Muller, Charles G.  The Darkest Day:  1814:  The Washington‑Baltimore Campaign.  NY:  


Lippincott, 1963.  pp. 133‑34.  E355.6M8.

Pfeiffer, Susan, ed.  Snake Hill:  An Investigation of a Military Cemetery From the War of 1812.  


Toronto, Canada:  Dundurn, 1991.  442 p.  E356E5S65.

Sprague, J.T.  Origin, Progress, and Conclusion of the Florida War...Together with Orders for 
Collecting the Remains....  NY:  Appleton, 1848.  557 p.  E83B35S77.
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Williamson, Ronald, ed.  The Snake Hill Site;  A War of 1812 Cemetery.  2 vols.  Toronto, Canada:


Archaeological Services, 1988.  ca 500 p.  E356E5S62.



Results of US-Canadian research on site discovered in Apr 1987 (see Hanenauer, cited



above)

MEXICAN WAR

Butler, Steven R.  “The Forgotten Soldiers:  Deceased U.S. Military Personnel in the War with

Mexico.”  MA thesis, U TX-Arlington, 1999.  131 p.  E415.2D4B88.

Hilsabeck, Carter L.  “Burial Sites of Decedent American Soldiers, American-Mexican War, 1846-

47.:  Notes & correspondence, ca 1960s.  35 p.  E409.2H54.

Scribner, Benjamin Franklin.  Camp Life of a Volunteer:  A Campaign in Mexico, or a Glimpse at

Life in Camp.  Austin, TX:  Jenkins, 1975 reprint.  pp. 20, 25, & 67‑69.  E409.5I7S37.

Steere, Edward.  The Graves Registration Service in World War II:  Quartermaster Historical Studies 
No. 21.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1951.  p. 3.  UC34A2no21.

CIVIL WAR

A Brief History of the Ladies' Memorial Association of Charleston, S.C....Together with a Roster of 
the Confederate Dead Interred at Magnolia and the Various City Church‑Yards.  Charleston:  
Cooke, 1880.  42 p.  E548L15.

Busey, John W.  The Last Full Measure:  Burials in the Soldiers' National Cemetery at Gettysburg.  
Hightstown, NJ:  Longstreet, 1988.  229 p.  E475.55B87.

Davis, Stephen.  "Where are They Now?  Hunting the Burial Places of Confederate Generals."  


Blue Gray Mag  2 (Jan 1985):  pp. 41‑44.  Per.

Hewitt, E.W., & Coleman, W.E.  Index of General Orders and Circulars Affecting the Quartermaster's Department, U.S. Army, From 1865 to 1877, Inclusive.  Ft Leavenworth, KS:  Chief Quartermaster's Office, 1878.  303 p.  UC21A20.



See "Cemeteries," "Graves," "Interments," and "National Cemeteries."

Hollywood Memorial Assoc.  Register of the Confederate Dead Interred in Hollywood Cemetery, 
Richmond, Va.  Richmond:  Gary, Clemmitt & Jones, 1869.  117 p., map.  E548H65.
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Jenkins, Walworth.  Q.M.D. or Book of Reference for Quartermasters.  Louisville, KY:  Morton, 
1865.  pp. 230‑32.  UC32J45.

MacCloskey, Monro.  Hallowed Ground:  Our National Cemeteries.  NY:  Rosen, 1968.  pp. 20‑45.  UB393M3.

Magner, Blake A., ed.  At Peace with Honor:  The Civil War Burials of Laurel Hill Cemetery,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Collingswood, NJ:  CW Historicals, 1997.  88 p.  

E527.97P54M36.

Mitchell, Mary H.  Hollywood Cemetery:  The History of a Southern Shrine.  Richmond, VA:  State

Library, 1985.  194 p.  F234R5M58.

Nicastro, Anthony M.  “The Impact of Embalming on the Civil War.”  North South Trader  


5 (Jul/Aug 1978):  pp. 32-33 & 39.  Per.

Owen, Richard & James.  Generals at Rest:  The Grave Sites of the 425 Official Confederate Generals.


Shippensburg, PA:  White Mane, 1997.  352 p.  E467O94.

Pennsylvania.  General Assembly.  House of Representatives.  Select Committee Relative to the 
Soldiers' National Cemetery.  Revised Report... Relative to the Soldiers' National Cemetery at 
Gettysburg.  Harrisburg, PA:  Singerly and Myers, 1867.  pp. 161‑64.  E475.55P413.

"The Relocation of Military and Civilian Burials from the Key West Post Cemetery to the 


Fort Barrancas Military Cemetery at Pensacola, Florida."  Forts File-Key West.

Risch, Erna.  Quartermaster Support of the Army:  A History of the Corps, 1775‑1939.  Wash, DC:  
Office, QMG, 1962.  pp. 462‑68.  UC34R57.

Steere, Edward.  "Genesis of American Graves Registration, 1861‑70."  Mil Affairs  12 (Fall 1948):  
pp. 149‑61.  Per.

U.S. Commissioner for Marking Confederate Graves.  Final Report....  U.S. House of Rep Doc 1105, 
62d Cong, 3d sess, 9 Dec 1912.  28 p.  E548U58.



Pertains only to Confederate prisoners who died in Federal facilities.

U.S. Inspector of National Cemeteries.  Report, 1869‑71.  103 p.  UB393A41.

_____.  Report of the Inspector of National Cemeteries for the Year 1874.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1875.

135 p.  UB393A41.  



Descriptions of each cemetery.

U.S. War Dept.  Annual Reports of the Secretary of War.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1864‑65.  UA24A145.



See 1868, p. 168 and 1865, pp. 257‑58.
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U.S. War Dept.  Quartermaster General.  Report of the Quartermaster General to the Secretary of War 
for the Year 1868.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1868.  154 p.  UC30A2.  



See report on Cemeterial Branch, pp. 90‑154.

_____.  Annual Report of the Quartermaster General, 1870.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1868.  154 p.  
UC30A2.

_____.  Compilation of Laws, Orders, Opinions, Instructions, Etc., in Regard to National Military 
Cemeteries.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1878.  68 p.  UB393A32.

_____.  Orders Etc., Q.M. General, 1862‑65.  ca 500 p.  UC21A20.  Includes 1866.

_____.  Regulations of the Army of the United States and General Orders in Force on the 17th of 
February, 1881.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1881.  1385 p.  UB501.1881.



See Articles XIV, pp. 19‑20; XXIII, p. 29; XLVI, pp. 62‑63; and LXV, pp. 93‑97.  

_____.  Revised United States Army Regulations of 1861.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1863.  Articles XVI and 
XVII, pp. 28‑29.  UB501.1861.



See also pp. 43‑46a & 500‑01.

_____.  Roll of Honor:  Names of Soldiers Who Died in Defence of the American Union, Interred in

the National Cemeteries at....  27 vols.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1865‑71.  E494U571.



See below listing of specific vols with cemeteries identified.

_____.  Statement of the Disposition of Some of the Bodies of Deceased Union Soldiers and Prisoners 
of War Whose Remains Have Been Removed to National Cemeteries.  Wash, DC;  GPO, 
1868‑69.  4 pts in 1 vol.  E494U574.

_____.  War of the Rebellion:  A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate 
Armies.  Series III.  Vols. II & IV.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1899 & 1902.  E464U6ser3v2&4.



Vol. II, pp 2 & 279; Vol. IV, pp. 434‑35, 892, 902‑04 & 1212.

Young, Mel.  Where They Lie.  NY:  UPA, 1991.  297 p.  E540J5Y68.



Jewish soldiers, 1861-65.

See also: 

‑Battlefield Preservation Coll which incls photos of CW cemeteries-PhotoArch.
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CONTENTS OF THE (CIVIL WAR) ROLL OF HONOR (E494U572)

Vol.  l:  Washington, DC

Vol.  2:  Wilderness and Spottsylvania Court House, VA

Vol.  3:  Andersonville, GA

Vol.  4:  Alexandria, VA

Vol.  5:  Fortress Monroe and Hampton, VA

Vol.  6:  Eastern District of Texas; Central District of Texas; Rio Grande District, Department of 
Texas; Camp Ford, Tyler, Texas; and Corpus Christi, Texas

Vol.  7:  Maine, Minnesota, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Arkansas, Mississippi, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Colorado Terr.

Vol.  8:  Arkansas, California, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, and Nevada; and the Territories of 
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico and Washington

Vol.  9:  New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Oregon, Maryland, South Carolina, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, Missouri, the 
Military Division of the Mississippi, and the Territory of Dakota

Vol. l0:  Wisconsin, New York, Pennsylvania, Iowa, Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, Arkansas,


Kansas and Dakota Territory

Vol. 11:  Chattanooga, Stone's River, and Knoxville, TN

Vol. 12:  New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, 
Arkansas, Texas, Utah Terr. and on the Pacific Coast

Vol. 13:  New York, Illinois, Virginia, West Virginia, Missouri, and the Territories of Colorado and 
Utah

Vol. 14:  In Prison Pens Throughout the South (includes burials in Maryland, Virginia, North and 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, 
Mississippi and the Trans‑Mississippi Department)

Vol. 15:  Antietam (Maryland), and at Arlington (Additional) Culpeper Court‑House, Cold Harbor, 
Winchester, Staunton, and various scattered localities in Virginia

Vol. 16:  Brookline, Cambridge and Worcester, Massachusetts; Buffalo, Chautauqua, Cypress Hills 
(Additional), Fort Niagara, Lockport, Lodi, Madison Barracks, Plattsburg Barracks and 
Rochester, New York; Gettysburg, Mercersburg, Reading, Philadelphia, Tamaqua, and Upton, 
Pennsylvania; Brattleboro and Montpelier, Vermont; City Point (Additional), Danville 
(Additional), Glendale, Richmond, and Yorktown (Additional), Virginia

Vol. 17:  Kentucky, New Albany, Jeffersonville, and Madison, Indiana; Lawton, (Millen), and 
Andersonville, Georgia (Additional)

Vol. 18:  Fort Harrison, VA; Wilmington and Raleigh, NC; Port Hudson, LA; Brownsville, 


San Antonio and Galveston, TX; Little Rock, Fayetteville, and Fort Smith, AR; Indianapolis, IN; Mound City, IL; Cincinnati, OH; Springfield, MO; Forts Scott and Leavenworth, KS;


and in local cemeteries and military posts in Texas, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa and Kansas

Vol. l9:  Baltimore, MD; Petersburg, VA; New Berne, NC; Florence, SC; (Additional), Baton Rouge and Ft. St. Philip, LA; Jefferson City, MO; and various posts in Minnesota and New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, Dakota, Indian, Montana, Utah and Washington Territories

Vol. 20:  Corinth, MS; Pittsburg Landing, TN; and Jefferson Barracks, MO
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Vol. 21:  Memphis, TN and Chalmette, LA

Vol. 22:  Nashville, TN

Vol. 23:  Marietta, GA; Fort Donelson, TN; Chattanooga, TN (Additional); Murfreesboro, TN 
(Additional); and Knoxville, TN (Additional)

Vol. 24:  Vicksburg, MS; and New Albany, IN

Vol. 25:  Fredericksburg, VA; Mobile, AL; Fort Gibson, IT; and names not heretofore published in 
Hampton, VA; Barrancas, FL; and Alexandria, VA

Vol. 26:  Mound City, IL; Cincinnati, Columbus, Gallipolis, Cleveland, Sandusky and Dayton, OH; 
Little Rock, Fayetteville and Fort Smith, AR (Additional); Fort Leavenworth, KS (Additional); 
Petersburg, VA (Additional); Hampton, VA (Additional); and Winchester, 


Cold Harbor and Culpeper Court‑House, VA (Additional)

Vol. 27:  Beaufort, SC; Natchez, MS; Vicksburg, MS (Additional); Pittsburg Landing, TN (Additional)

