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NOTE:     CHITS, CHITTING, CHIT SYSTEM








Chit = informal term for a bill or credit voucher.  In British officers' messes, it denotes an I.O.U.








	The Oxford English Dictionary (1933) traces the origin of the word back to 1785 from an even earlier Anglo�Indian term for letter or note.  "Chit" became a British service term for any type of correspondence in general.  See:








Fraser, Edward, and Gibbons, John.  Soldier and Sailor Words and Phrases.  London:  Rutledge, 	1925.  p. 54.  Ref.








	Apparently, "chit" came to be used more specifically for special bills (and, possibly, regular subscriptions) to the British officers' messes.  See:








Customs of the Army:  A Guide for Cadets and Young Officers.  London:  Harrison, n.d.  pp. 9 & 	29.  U767C98.





Dickinson, R.J.  Officers' Mess.  Tunbridge Wells, Kent:  Midas, 1973.  pp. 99 & 119�20.  	UC745G7D52.





Great Britain.  War Office.  The Queen's Regulations and Orders for the Army, 1895.  London:  	HMSO, 1895.  p. 156.  UB626A2.








	No entry for "chit" found in official and unofficial diction� aries of U.S. military terms, 1854 to present.  American officers received monthly credit from post messes, officers' clubs, etc, but the specific procedures were not explained in Army Reg 210�60.  Service Etiquette (cited below) indicates that various systems of chits and chit coupon books existed as late as 1963.  However, in 1975; AR 230�60 prohibited the use of "tokens, coupons, or chit books."  See:





Harral, Brooks J., et al.  Service Etiquette.  2d ed.  Annapolis, MD:  US Naval Inst, 1963.  


	pp. 287�88.  RefColl.





The Officer's Guide.  12th ed.  Harrisburg, PA:  Mil Service Pub, 1947.  p. 221.  U133A603.


�
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U.S. Dept of Army.  Officers' and Noncommissioned Officers' Open Messes.  AR 210�60, Jul 1951.  	p.8.





         .  The Management and Administation of the US Army Club System.  AR 230�60, Apr 1975.  	Para 6�14.





U.S. War Dept.  Post Messes.  AR 210�60, Apr 1921.  pp. 2�3.











See also:


� Chits from Ft. Riley, KS, and Philippines, Matthew Forney Steele Papers, Arch.


� "Dining In" (Customs)





�











 





 











