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NOTE:    U.S. COLORS CAPTURED IN RECENT WARS








	The recurring tale of a US unit losing its colors to the enemy in the Korean War is apocryphal, at best report.  No official or unofficial source here reveals that such a loss occurred.  Furthermore, Dr. Robert Wright of CMH, who had investigated this matter previously, stated categorically that it did not happen.





	According to Dr. Wright, the source of the tale may have been the overrunning of a US battalion headquarters in early Nov 1950, when the 1st Cav Div first encountered massive Chinese forces near Unsan.  The division received intensive Chinese attacks, some of which penetrated the lines sufficiently to force a withdrawal.  Elements of the division's 8th Cav Regt became cut off, resulting in the capture of numerous personnel and much equipment.  Worse hit was the regiment's 3d Battalion, with its command post overrun.  Rumors of losing its colors have haunted the 8th Cav ever since.  See:





Appleman, Roy E.  South to the Naktong, North to the Yalu.  In the United States Army in the 	Korean War series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, pp. 691�92, 701 & 707�08.  DS919U5v2.





"Colors Still Stand."  Cavalair (14 Apr 1971):  p. 10.  Per.


		1st Air Cav Div's publication in Vietnam; the article disputes allegations that the 8th Cav Regt lost its colors in Korea.  See also issue of 6 May 1970, p. 8.





U.S. Army.  1st Cav Div.  The First Team:  The First Cavalry Division in Korea.  Atlanta:  Love, 	1952.  ca 300 p.  #05�1Cav�1952.


		Unnumbered pages; see section on Unsan defense in mid�book.





	No regimental standard was reported lost in the Unsan action.  At the time, the unit's colors remained either in division rear or in storage in Japan, where the division had performed occupation duty since 1945.  On the other hand, company guidons iincluding those of battalion headquarters companies, may have been with the regiment's forward elements and, conceivably, could have been captured by the Chinese.  If so, I found no mention of it, although the Cavalair article, cited above, does not specifically deny the possibility.  Resolution of the question might be found in retired official records of the 1st Cav Div in custody of the National Archives.





	Incidentally, during World War II a cavalry regiment's standard was lost to the enemy under peculiar circumstances.  The 3d Cav Regt had been broken up in Nov 1943, to be reorganized and redesignated as part of the 3d Cav Group and other units.  The old regiment's standard was apparently not retired, but kept at the headquarters of the new cavalry group.  In France, Sep 1944, the old standard was in a command vehicle that inadvertantly motored into enemy�held territory.  Although the staff members escaped, the vehicles and its contents were captured.  See:


�
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Nasawald, L. VanLoan.  "Cold War Drama:  Odyssey of the Colors."  Amer Hist Illus 1 (Jan 1967):  	pp. 34�41.  Per.


		Tells also how the standarrd was smuggled out of East Germany in 1953. 





Stubbs, Mary Lee, and Connor, Stanley R.  Armor�Cavalry.  Part I.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1969.  


	pp. 119�20.  Ref.


		Organizational lineage data only.
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