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NOTE:    POST RETURNS SINCE 1916








	A search here revealed no major change in 1916 of the Army's system of personnel reporting via the monthly post returns.  The monthly reporting of units and troop strengths at each post had been the established procedure since at least 1800.  Although the format of the returns varied slightly over the years, no substantial revision of the basic procedure appears to have occurred until World War II, despite the fact that the post returns microfilmed by the National Archives in Microcopy No. 617 use a cut off date of 1916.





	Unmicrofilmed post returns of 1916 thru 1920 are in National Archives Record Group 120, Records of the American Expeditionary Forces.  After 1920, post returns should be with strength returns in RG 407, Records of the Adjutant General's Office, 1917, as well as in records of field installations, 1917�1944, in RG 394, Records of U.S. Army Continental Army Commands.





	Incidentally, the major change in the system of monthly post returns came with the Army's establishment of machine accounting methods in 1940�1941.  A new personnel accounting system, administered by machine records units, eliminated the need for commanders to prepare monthly returns.  The electrical accounting machines were card�sorting data processors that stored all the necessary data and incorporated daily changes recorded in company morning reports submitted to the machine records units.  Further computerization of the Army's personnel accounting system eventually eliminated the need for even the morning reports by 1980.  See:








U.S. National Archives.  Returns from U.S. Military Posts, 1800�1916:   Microcopy No. 617.  Wash, DC:  NARS, 1968.  pp. 1�3.  RefOff.





         .  Guide to the National Archives of the United States.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1974.  pp. 234�235 & 274�275.  RefOff.





         .  Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the Adjutant General's Office;  Preliminary Inventory No. 17.  Wash, DC:  NARS, 1949.  pp. 22�23.  CD3026A32no17.





U.S. War Dept.  Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1913, Corrected to April 15, 1917.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1917.  Article LXIII, Para 811.  p. 167.





         .  Circular 59, 7 Nov 1918.  2 p.  Circ.





         .  Circular 83, 24 Mar 1921.  5 p.  Circ.
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         .  Military Records, Consolidated Strength Returns. AR 345�80, April 1923.  pp. 1�3.  AR.


		See also ed of Jul 1942, pp. 1 & 6.





         .  Army Personnel System, Personnel Management��Personnel Records.  Tentative Army Regulation 345�5, 15 Aug 1941.  pp. 1, 2 & 12.  AR.


		See also later eds, 1942 & 1952.





U.S. Dept. of Army.  Unit Strength Accounting Reporting.  AR 680�1, Oct 1978.  p. 1.  AR.








See also: 


- MRU's (Computers)
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