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NOTE:   MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE OF TEETH, 19TH CENTURY

For most of the 19th century, soldiers used their teeth to rip open musket and rifle cartridges.  See:

Bartholow, Roberts.  A Manual of Instructions for Enlisting and Discharging Soldiers.  Phila 
Lippincott, 1863.  pp. 54‑57.  UB333B37.

Greenleaf, Charles R.  An Epitome of Tripler's Manual for the Examination of Recruits.  Wash, DC:  
GPO, 1884.  pp. 30‑31.  UB333G73.

Henderson, Thomas.  Hints on the Medical Examination of Recruits for the Army....  Phila:  
Lippincott, 1856 reprint of 1840 ed.  p. 64.  UB333H49.

Horne, Alistair.  Napoleon, Master of Europe, 1805‑1807.  NY:  Morrow, 1979.  p. 134.  
DC227H67.



Mentions how Russian soldiers in Napoleonic Wars avoided military service by 



knocking out their own front teeth.

Ordronaux, John.  Manual of Instructions for Military Surgeon, on the Examination of Recruits and 
Discharge of Soldiers.  NY:  Van Nostrand, 1863.  pp. 112‑14.  UB33306.


Unlike Henderson and the Civil War manuals, the 1884 and later eds of Tripler's Manual speak of mouth deformities that interfere with mastication and speech, not with ripping‑cartridges.  By 1884, the absence of molars would disqualify recruits, but missing front teeth would not.


To compare foreign armies' instructions to recruiting surgeons, circa the American Civil War, see pages viii‑xlix of J.H. Baxter's Statistics, Medical and Anthropological, of the Provost‑Marshal‑ General's Bureau..., Vol. I (Wash, DC:  GPO, 1875; UH224).

