USAMHI










Pay

RefBranch

dv May 90

US ARMY PAY
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

CONTENTS
Gen/Misc....p.1

Pre‑Civil War

-Gen/Misc....p.1

-Comp for servants....p.2

1860‑1900

-Gen/Misc....p.3

-CW Soldier....p.3

-Payless Srv, 1877....p.4

1900‑1945....p.4

Since 1945....p.5

GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS
The Army Almanac:  A Book of Facts Concerning the Army of the United States.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 
1950.  pp. 693‑702 & 800‑05. UA25A78.

Jaffe, Stephen G.  "The Military Man and His Pay."  Army  23 (Apr 1973):  pp. 19‑22.  Per.

U.S. Dept of Commerce.  Bureau of the Census.  Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1976.  
Wash, DC:  GPO, 1976.  pp. 341 & 346.  Ref.

         .  Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial  Times to 1970.  2 vols.  Wash, DC:  
GPO, 1975.  Ref.



See Vol. 1, pp. 175‑76 and Vol. II, pp. 1145‑49.  

U.S. War Dept.  General Orders, 1821‑.  GO.

PRE‑CIVIL WAR-GEN/MISC
Callan, John F.  The Military Laws of the United States....  Baltimore:  Murphy, 1858.  484 p.  
UB500A2.



And other eds.
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Carey, A.B.  A Sketch of the Organization of the Pay Department, U.S. Army, from 1775 to 1876.  
Wash, DC:  n.p., 1876.  45 p.  UC75A5.

Exley, Thomas M., comp.  A Compendium of the Pay of the Army from 1785 to 1888.  Wash, DC:  
GPO, 1888.  57 p.  UC74A2.

U.S. War Dept.  Annual Reports of the Secretary of War, 1822‑1940.  UA24's.

         .  General Regulations for the Army, 1821, 1825, 1835, 1841, 1847, 1857, 1861 & 1863. AR.

         .  Regulations for the Pay Department.  Wash, DC, 1856.  32 p.  UC72A3.

         .  Regulations for the Pay Department of the Army of the United States.  Wash, DC:  Blair & 
Rives, 1836.  37 p.  UC72A5.



Bound with Regs for 1846, 1849, 1856 and 1861.

NOTE:  OFFICERS' COMPENSATION FOR SERVANTS, 1846‑48

The rate of compensation appears to have been initially fixed by Act of 24 Apr 1816, which prescribed a servant's compensation be equal to the pay and allowances of a private soldier.  Thus, servants pay varied as did the pay of privates of infantry or cavalry, $7.00 and $8.00, respectively, in 1838.  Additional allowances for servants included a per‑month increment of $2.50 for clothing, beginning in 1827.  There is no indication that these rates changed until 1854.  See:

Callan, John F.  The Military Laws of the United States Relating to the Army, Volunteers, Militia, 
and to Bounty Lands and Pension...Phila:  Childs, 1863.  pp. 272‑73, 276 & 351‑52.  
UB500C3.

U.S. Pay Dept.  A Compendium of the Pay of the Army from 1785 to 1888.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 
1888.  p. 56.  UC74.A2.

U.S. War Dept.  General Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1841.  Wash, DC:  Gideon, 
1841.  pp. 18‑19.  AR.

         .  General Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1847.  Wash, DC:  Gideon, 1847.  
pp. 33‑34.  AR.

        .  General Order, 9 Jun 1827.  GO.
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1860‑1900-GEN/MISC
Eaton, J.H.  The Army Paymaster's Manual....  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1864.  124 p.  UC72U55.



See also 1867, 1869 & 1871 eds.

Exley, Thomas M., comp.  A Compendium of the Pay of the Army from 1785 to 1888.  Wash, DC:  
GPO, 1888.  57 p.  UC74A2.

Ketchum, W. Scott.  Special Report Regarding the Pay and Allowances of Colonel Fitz Henry 
Warren, and the First Regiment Cavalry, Iowa Vols.  Wash, DC:  Adj Gen's Off, 1865.  


67 p.  UC81I8U6.

Lowenthal, J., comp.  Pay Table for the Army.  Wash, DC:  Blanchard & Mohun, 1865.  5 p.  w/35 
charts.  UC74A29.

U.S. War Dept.  Annual Reports of the Secretary of War, 1822‑1940.  UA24's.

         .  Paymaster General's Office.  Circulars and Memoranda,  1862‑1865.  Wash, DC, 
1862‑1865.  ca 60 p.  UC71A21.



Miscellany.

Webb, Ezra.  Army Pay Digest and Ready Circular; or, Regimental Pay Table.  NY:  Van Nostrand, 
1863.  57 p.  UC74A32.

NOTE:  SOLDIER PAY, CIVIL WAR (la83)


From 1857 through Aug 1861, basic monthly pay of an infantry private was $11.00.  From Apr 1861 to June 1864, the amount increased to $13.00.  From Jun 1864 to war's end, it rose to $16.00.  See:

Lord, Francis A.  They Fought for the Union.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1960.  pp. 122‑24.  Ref.

U.S. War Dept.  Regulations for the Army of the United States.  NY:  Franklin, 1857.  p. 296.  AR.

         .  Revised Regulations for the Army of the United States.  Phila:  Childs, 1862.  pp. 351‑52.  
AR.


For a brief description of mustering for pay, see Bell I. Wiley, Life of Billy Yank:  The Common Soldier of the Union (NY:  Bobbs‑Merrill, 1952; E607W49), pp. 48‑59.
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See also:


‑ "Civil War Enlistment Bounties" (Pay)

PAYLESS SERVICE, 1877
Andrews, Richard A.  "Years of Frustration:  William T. Sherman, the Army, and Reform, 
1869‑1883."  PhD dss, Northwestern U, 1968.  pp. 182‑84.  UA23.145A6.

Army & Navy Journal (20 Oct 1877):  p. 165; (10 Nov 1877):  p. 219; and (1 Dec 1877):  p. 265.  
Per.

Weiner, Frederick B.  "This Was the Army:  Service Without Pay."  Inf Jrnl  58 (Feb 1946):  


pp. 38‑43.  Per.

Whitman, S.E.  The Troopers:  An Informal History of the Plains Cavalry, 1865‑1890.  NY:  Hasting 
House, 1962.  pp. 106‑17.  U766W44.

U.S. War Dept.  Report of the Secretary of War, 1877.  Vol. I.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1877.  660 p.  
UA24A1.

         .  General Order No. 51  (19 May 1877), 3 p.;  General Order 59  (25 Jun 1877), 1 p.; and 
General Order 107  (27 Nov 1877), 5 p.  GO.

1900‑1945
Betz, John J., Jr.  "Brown Shoe Army Payday."  Army  39 (Feb 1989):  pp. 54‑57.  Per.



Anecdotal reminiscence of WWII era.

King, William B.  Pay and Allowance Cases:  A Brief Report on Present, Recent and Prospective 
Claims of Officers and Men of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard.  Pamphlet, 
Wash, DC, 1920s?  23 p.  UC74K5.

U.S. Army.  III Corps Area.  "Survey of the Financial Condition of 1330 Army Officers Stationed in 
the Geographical Limits of the Third Corps Area."  Report, 1930.  8 p.  UC74U7.

U.S. War Dept.  Annual Reports of the Secretary of War, 1822‑1940.  UA24's.
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         .  Adj Gen's Off.  Circular Relative to Pay of Officers and Enlisted Men of the Army.  Wash, 
DC:  GPO, 1907.  100 p.  UC74A4.

         .  General Staff.  "Cost of Living and Army Pay, 1919."  Photostat of typescript, 15 Nov 
1919.  24 p.  UC75A5.

         .  Office, Judge Advocate General.  Compilatons of National Defense Act and Pay 
Readjustment Act, 1927, 1935, 1940, 1942, 1945.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1927‑1945.  ca 600 p.  
UB500A22.

SINCE 1945
Assoc of the US Army.  Military Compensation and Retirement:  A Response to the Recommendations

on the President's Commission on Military Compensation.  Pamphlet, May 1978.  24 p. UC74A59.

Berryman, Sue E.  Who Serves?  The Persistent Myth of the Underclass Army.  Boulder, CO:  
Westview, 1988.  127 p.  UB323B45.



See pp. 25-29.

Binkin, Martin.  The Military Pay Muddle.  Wash, DC:  Brookings Inst, 1975.  66 p.  UC74B56.

Schwan, Fred.  Military Payment Certificates.  Port Clinton, OH:  BNR, 1981.  134 p.  
HG353.5S378.

U.S. Dept of Army.  Office, Chief of Finance.  "Criticism of the Current Military Pay System."  
Revised rpt, 10 Apr 1953.  ca 175 p.  UC74A32.

U.S. Dept of Def.  Military Compensation Background Papers:  Compensation Elements and Related 
Manpower Cost Items, Their Purpose and Legislative Background.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1976.  
261 p.  UC74A43.

_____.  Quadrennial Review of Military Compensation.  6 pts + Exec Summ.  Wash, DC: DoD,


1984/1988.  UC74A252.

