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NOTE:    MEDICAL ROLE OF PHOTOGRAPHY, CIVIL WAR








	No study here focuses on the role played by photography in recording the medical and surgical history of the Civil War.  The 6�vol Medical and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion 


(Wash, DC:  GPO, 1883; UH224) is the standard official study on the war's medical history.  Over a decade prior to its publication, the following report on materials available for its preparation was compiled.  See:





Otis, George A.  Report on the Extent and Nature of Materials Available for the Preparation of a 	Medical and Surgical History of the Rebellion.  Phila:  Lippincott, 1865.  	UM24.1861�1865.08.








	During the war, military application of photography was discussed in professional military circles.  The U.S. War Department sought to photographically record wounds and their treatment, and such images were recorded by official photographers, as well as by those who simply attached themselves to specific units.  Some photographers actually received contracts from the military, while others gained at least official permission to conduct commercial operations within the lines.  See:





Cobb, Josephine.  "Photographers of the Civil War."  Mil Affairs 26 (1962):  pp. 127�35.  Per.





Darrah, William C.  Cartes de Viste in Nineteenth Century Photography.  Gettysburg, PA:  Author, 	1981.  pp. 78 & 140.  TR680D3, Curator.








	The large commercial market for the often macabre post�battle scenes was successfully exploited by wartime photographers, the most famous of whom was Matthew Brady.  A modern author has produced three studies of such photos, which you may wish to consult.  The books, cited below, may be borrowed:





Frassanito, William A.  Antietam:  The Photgraphic History of American's Bloodiest Day.  NY:  	Scribner, 1978.  E474.65F7.





         .  Gettysburg:  A Journey in Time.  NY:  Scribner, 1975.  E475.53F793.





         .  Grant and Lee:  The Virginia Campaigns, 1864�65.  NY:  Scribner, 1983.  E470.2F67.
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