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THE GATLING GUN
A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources

Chinn, George M.  The Machine Gun:  History, Evolution, and Development....  Vol. I.  Wash, DC:  Bureau of Ordnance, Dept of Navy, 1951.  pp. 48‑63.  UL310C45v.1.

Gatling, Richard J.  Letter, 27 Jun 1888, explaining why he invented his gun in 1862.  Arch.

The Gatling Gun:  Official Reports of Trials, Description....  Hartford, CT:  Case, Lockwood & 
Brainard, 1878.  55 p., plates.  UL311G3G37.

Hawthorne, Harry L.  "The Sioux Campaign of 1890‑91."  Jrnl Mil Srv Inst US 19 (1896):  pp. 185‑87.  Per.

Johnson, F. Roy, & Stephenson, E. Frank, Jr.  The Gatling Gun and Flying Machine....  Murfreesboro, NC:  Johnson, 1979.  160 p.  UL311G3J63.

Parker, John H.  History of the Gatling Gun Detachment, Fifth Army Corps, at Santiago....  


Kansas City, MO:  Hudson‑Kimberly, 1898.  274 p.  E725.46GatVP37.

_____.  Tactical Organization and Uses of Machine Guns in the Field.  Kansas City, MO:

Hudson‑Kimberly, 1899.  UL310P37.

Rogers, E.  "The Gatling Gun:  1st Place in Tactics."  Jrnl Royal United Srv Inst  19 (1896):  


pp. 419‑45.  Per.

U.S. Congress.  House of Rep.  Committee on Mil Affairs.  Reorganization of the Army:  Report of a 
Subcommittee....  House Misc Doc No 56, 45th Cong, 2d sess, 1878.  pp. 94‑95.  

U.S. War Dept.  Ord Dept.  Description of Gatling Guns....  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1878.  E173P18no16pam7.

_____.  Handbook of the Gatling Gun, Caliber .30, Model of 1903, Metallic Carriage and Limber....

Wash, DC:  GPO, 1906.  29 p., plates.  UL311G3H362.



Specification #1769.  Also later eds.

_____.  Nomenclature and Description of the Gatling Gun .30 Caliber, Model 1895.  Wash, DC:  
GPO, 1897.  72 p., plates.  UL311G3N649.
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U.S. War Dept.  Report of the Board of Officers...on Gatling Guns of Large Caliber...:  Ordnance 
Memoranda No. 17.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1874.  50 p., plates.  UL311G3R46.

Wahl, Paul, & Toppel, Donald R.  The Gatling Gun.  NY:  Arco, 1965.  168 p.  UF620G3W3.

See also: 

- Color print of Gatling guns at San Juan Hill, 1898, part of the U.S. Army in Action series, Dept of 
Army Poster No 21‑46, 1953.

- Photo of Gatling gun crew, Ft McKean, 1893.  (RG 1135 MF. Steele, Coll).

NOTE #1:  GATLING "CAMEL" GUN.

Ellis, John.  The Social History of the Machine Gun.  NY:  Pantheon, 1975.  UL310A2E38.



See pp. 73‑74 for guns on pack mules.

The Gatling Gun:  Official Reports of Trials, Description, General Directions, Targets, Etc.  Hartford, CT:  Case, Lockwood, Brainard, 1878.  UL311G3G37.



See pp. 51‑52 & 61‑63 for discussion of camel gun and drawings of undated Gatlings mounted on tripods.

Hobart, F.W.A.  Pictorial History of the Machine Gun.  NY:  Drake, 1972.  p. 19.  UL315H62.

Sutherland, Robert Q., & Wilson, R.L.  The Book of Colt Firearms.  Kansas City, MO:  Glenn, 1971. 
p. 528.  TS534.5S92/SpecColl.



Photo of M1874 Gatling with Broadwell drum plate and box magazine adapter on tripod mount.

U.S. Army.  Ord Dept.  Description of Gatling Guns, Caliber .45, With Rules and Regulations for 
Their Inspection.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1878.  E173P18no.16pam7.




See pp. 19, 37‑38, and Plate IX on M1877 tripods.

NOTE #2:  PAINT FOR GATLING GUN CARRIAGES.


Specifications on other artillery carriages, dated ca 1900, describe the paint as graphite No 38 ‑ Specifications #1683 & #1791 (UF643A137 & UF643A13).  Sources on the Gatling gun listed above do not describe the carriage paint, but the 1874 Ordnance Department memo contains a black and white photo of a painted Gatling carriage.
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The formula for olive drab paint appears in War Dept Circular 66, 22 Dec 1906.  See also Ordnance Memo No. 23, 1879 (UL164.3M32).

NOTE #3:  INITIAL USE IN U.S.  (js 93)

- First .... by NY Times Co against crowds during Jul 1863 riots.

- First ... by US Army by Benj. Butler in Bermuda Hundred area May 1864 to disrupt unauthorized truces between lines.

(See Wahl, cited above).

