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NOTE:   METHODS OF CARRYING GRENADES

Although first employed by 17th century grenadiers and later rediscovered in the American Civil War, Sudanese War, and Russo‑ Japanese War, grenades were not widely used until World War I.  The pineapple‑shaped British Mills grenades were carried in a canvas bucket (capacity 20), a canvas belt bag with steel hook (capacity 4), or a "waistcoat pattern with pockets" (capacity 10).  See pp. 49, 75‑ 77 & 114 of the US General Staff Training and Employment of Bombers (Wash, DC:  GPO, 1917; UL418.2T72).


In WWII the US Army used an "ammunition carrying bag" (capacity 28 w/o container).  See pp. 67‑68 of War Dept Hand and Rifle Grenades:  FM 23‑30 (14 Feb 1944).  Cargo pockets of jungle suits and twill trousers and empty canteen covers were also used, according to Erna Risch, Quartermaster Corps:  Organization, Supply, and Services (Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1953; D769A533v6pt2v1), p. 127.


The May 1956 ed of Care and Use of Individual Clothing and Equipment:  FM 21‑15, pp. 82‑84, prescribes two methods of carrying grenades:  (1) grenade hanger webbing on the "Armor, Body, Fragmentation Protective, Upper Torso, M‑1952A" and (2) "Carrier, Grenade, Cotton Duck, Olive Drab, Three Compartments."


The more recent ammunition pouch (capacity 3), with its two external grenade loops, appears in Grenade and Pyrotechnics:  FM 23‑30 (Oct 1959) pp. 42‑43.

